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AJDVERTISEMEN'i, 


For the Description of HUVriNCiDONSHinK, irniepemlcnt of 
my own researclies, I have been principally indebled to the Cotton 
Maiiviscript, (of which some account will he found in the List 
of Books,) and to the Latin Histories of Harnsev and Ely, puln 
lished by (rale: these, wath the General accounts "iven in Oarn- 
den and (ron^di, and the scattered notices in Nobles Croinw^ell, 
constitute nearly tlie whole oi‘ iiiy authorities. Many of the 
Parishes described, I have invself vi.dted in lliiee dirterent exclu- 
sions ; and. I should again have traversed the County, but from 
the mlscarriago of some materials, which lost me nnich time ; 
from the uect.'ssity of coni|)!e{ing the Volume during the present 
month ; and from a continued iiidispoj>ilion ofseveral weeks. I'his 
explanation will, I hope, be surticientlx satisfactory to those Oen- 
lleinen whom I had engaged to call on in Huntingdonshire, as 
well as to some others who have favoured nn* with introdnctory 
Letters, which I iiave not licen enabled io use ; and particularly 
J, — Bn/di^cs, the Rr,-. h\ ami tiie Rr^ht 

Jinn. Lord Cari/sfovt. 1 stand equally iiidehled to their friendly 
intentions, though thus pn'ventcd liom deriving that advantagt' 
from their favours which I limi fondly iHumiisetl to myself. Eor 
many personal civiliiit', and various intonnafion in respi ct to ^|]!^ 
County, I lia\e to return my ackiiowh^dgnients to tlie IIev, Mn 

Bayley, tlu* Rev. Mu, Fanchen, and , 

Eso. of Huntingdon; the IH'.v. Mu. SiiKHAito, (iodmamlieN* 
ter; the Uliv. F. ( *. i*AM'!N(qSt. fves; (.’xei \in Williams, 
Norman Cross l^arradv^ ; Olin'IIil.^ (HdatOKV, Eso. Wool- 
wich; the JH.v. J, All WSOV, 1'pi‘fnjham ; tin- El'.v. IE fll- 
LARD, Bluntishani; W'nujAM Owi x. E.so. ('oi.onll Win i i . 
J. A/i uoMEsoN, and Mu. VVALMsi.h’» 'Ehe Engravings 
of Colnty Jiou^r, Ib-iis. a;>d the /?;''T.’or ot Rndi^.sia L (Uncdrul, 
are contributed lo this Woik ; the lornur by Ccoige Anderson, 
Es(|. the latt#T h\ Mr, 'fii«>nias Ei.dier. 

As 1 pur^ "i' mmiedintely lo pro; eed with the di M riptlon o| 
MIDDLESEX tor die 'I’l’utii \'oiume, I shall be naieh oliliged bx 
the Commaiiicalion ot ails nra?enals,eithu in (oirection or vaiditioUj 
to what has hteu puhii^hed o luting to that C<*untv. 'riit‘ pninis- 
sion to look over any Llusfrudd Copies of IVnnant, Iamuis, or 
Malcolm, wifi be considered a,5 a favor. 

Juyust '20, ESUS. L, W'. HEAVJ.EW 

StriLt, (hford Sitirt. 
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HERTFORDSHIRE. 

Hertfohdsiiire, with the adjoining counties of Bei^fobb 
and Buckingham, was, previous to the Roman Imrasioa, chief- 
ly possessed by the Cassh, or CatieuchlaNI: both tliesc 
apliellattons are nearly of the same iiii|)ort, and signify men in 
hosdUty, or, of battle ; but the latter has an addition, denoting, 
that they lived in coverts, or woods. In the British language, the 
term Cassii would be written Cusi, Cadatd, Cashn, See, Tlie 
Ollier would be Cati-y*Gwyllon, Catau-y^Gxvyllon, Catxvylloni 
Cadieylloniaid, CativyUord, and Catwyllonwys; implying the Bat-» 
tiers,, or Warriors of the Coverts ,♦ 

Cassivelaunus, the Sovereign of the Cassii, who was chosen to 
lea<l the associated Britons against the Romans under Csesar, is 
tJlOuglit to have had a principal residence, or city, at Verutahl ; 
at thsU period a stiong situation, contiguous to the modem St. 
Albans, and afterwards advanced to the raiilt of a Municipiuii]. 
On his defeat, and the consequent fail of his capital,J|||||||bnuttedl 
to the Roman arms; though Caesar, even according |^^Bk}ence 
of his own Commentaries, was obliged to ilepart fiS^milsIand 
without secuimg the fti8 advantages of his recent ARer 

Nov. 1805. A 3 the 

^ Owen's Cambrian It should bt observ^ed, that Mr. 

Whitaker gives a litHTerem es^ilanation of the term Catieuchiam, which, 
according to hSm, is, only CaHeu-^cUan^; the Clan of the Catti, or 
Cassii/* Hkt, ijsf Vd. /• p. dO* 
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tlie Complete subjugation of th<! southern ptirts of Brllain, by the 
more decisive victories of sticceedkig EHif)eror8, Hertfordshire was 
included in the district named FtAViA C.ESAliiEjf?sis; baton 
the conquest and division of Uic Island by the Saxons^ subsequent 
to the Roman departure, it became divided between the East 
Saxon and Mercian kingdoms ; ttiougfi by far tiie greatest |rart w as 
included in the laller/ 

The principal Roman Stations cither in or connected with this 
county, were DcRoroBRivis; VERiJtAMitm, or Vtrithtm; ami 
SuElrONiCAS, or BrockUy Hills;-\ hut that the Romans had 
other, though probably kss important stations within its limits, is 
evinced by remains that are yet discoverable, or by anthpiities that 
have formerly lieen found. The principal ancient roads, whi<h 
intersected Hertfordsliire, were the Wnilh^ Stmi, the Ickuicid 
Way, and the Inning or Ermin Street* The Watliug Street en- 
ters the county from Middlesex at Elstree, or Idelstrec, near the 
Station SuUonir<e, and proceeding by Colney Stmt, and Park 
Street, skirts the western side of Verularaiuiu ; thence continuing 
in a north north-westerly direction, ami passing through Redhuruj 
and Market Street, it runs into Bedfordshire, near Mairiotirdunt, 
or Dunstalile, The Ichneld Way enters the county on the west 
side from Buckingiiamsliire, and crossing about one mile northward 

from' 

^ Salmon imagines, that the East Saxon and Mercian kingdoms were, 
in ibe upper part of ibis county, separated from each other by tbe Ki min 
Street; (History of Hertfordshire, p. 4.) and in tbe lower part, in die* 
parish of Cbesbunt, by a bank, “ wliich anciently reached from Mid-^ 
dlesex Ibecbald’s Park, across Gofl'e’s Lane, to d hunderfield 

. Crove, Green, to Nine Acres Wood,'* &c. 1 here is 
^ manor, (Cheshunt,) he continues, by w hich the* cider 

brother^HHIs above the bank, and the youngest below it, in the same 
jfteJds; \vmch couid not have been introduced, but ffom the dilFerent 
laws of a different government/* Hist, of Utrijhvdshlre, p, 

' f Brockley Hills reputed to be in Middlesex; though 

part of the high grounil|Hp:ti compose them, are in the parish of Els- 
tree, in this couniy- aKtation itself is in Middlesex; l)ut the build-, 
injrs connected wit I Ke thought to have extended a considerable way 
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jfW)m Tring, again intersects a portiem of Berks; but afterwards* 
re-enters Herts between the parishes of Hexton and Liliey, and 
only a short distance to the south of the ancient camp called 
xembiny, or Raif^sborough. Thence continuing in a north-eastcr- 
Jy direction, it passes tbrongh Ickltford, and runs along the high 
ground towards Baldock, which it passes ou the north side; and 
prorwiing to tlie coniines of the county, near Odsey Grange, be- 
comes the bouiidaiy line between Herts and Carnbridgesliire for 
several miles; and going through Royston, linally quits the county 
on the downs uh^mt one mile beyond. The Enuin Street enters 
Hertfold^hire at Nortliall Coiumon from liufield Ciiace, iu Mid- 
die^e\ ; thence proceeding by Newgate Street and Little Berkiiaiii)>- 
stead, it runs through Ilerttord; and crossing the ] her Lea to 
/^<>?/-hilI, continues by Wades-MiH, Puckerklge, Braugbing, Have 
Street, or Jhn Street, Rark-iiwy, and Barky, into Caiilbiidgesbire^"^ 

'riie liuiils of this county arc prinopally artificial, exceptiiig on 
the south-east, nliete it is Mqwated from Essex by the riveis laM 
and Stort. Ou tlie south it is biy|||^d by Middlesex; on the 
west, and part of the north, by Bt^Rghamshire, with which it 
is intermixed in a singular niaaner; as it is also with Ik^dfoidshire : 
the latter county bounds the reiuaindei of the west and north sides, 
excepting for u few miles towards the north-east, where it unites 
with Cambridgeshire: on the east, along its whole line, it is 
bounde<l by Essex, The medium extent of Hertfordshire, in its 
longest general direction, or to the soutli-east, is thirty-six miles ; 
its genenil breadth is about twenty-six miles ; and its circumference 
l>etween 130 and X40 miles. Acceding to Halley, its superficies 

A 4? includes 

^ Tins course of the Ermin Street is inserted on the aufhority of Dr. 
Salmon; and is, indeed, strongly corroborated by the name# of places 
on its line; though some other antiquaries, with , Stukeley «t1their 
head, have assigned it the same direction as the present high roaS tnia 
Huntingdonshire; namely, through Bunfmgford, Royston, and Caxton. 
7'iic hundred of Edwin-stree (a corruption from Ermin Street) inclndm 
the three latter places named by Salmon, Hare Str^^, Barkway, 
and Barley ; while on the other plati, Buntihgfoifd only is found wichirt 
it# limits.; Hoyston being in the hundred of Odsey* 
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Includes 431,000 actes; yet this appear* to be an exagj^ratcd 
roeastiienicnr, and if the statement was liiititcd to $85^000, it 
would probably be more accurate, ft is dirided into eight huth 
deeds, coiitaiiiiug seventeen market towns, and about 1 34 parishes i 
tile iiu«ib<‘r of houses, accordliig lo the Pojvtilarihn Act of 
amoimted to 18,172; that of iiihahitaiits to 97,577; of whom 
4S,0(>J were males, and 4 9,514- females. The jparhamentary ns 
presentatives for Hertfordshire 'are six ; of which miniher two are 
retiiriied for the shire, two for St. Albans, and two for HertJbrd, 
The general a^^pect of this county id eKtreniely pleasant ; and 
I hough its emiiienees are hot sutheientiy elevated, nor its vales sut- 
ficieatly depressed and broken, to afford a decisive character of 
picturesque or loniantic beauty, yet its surface is enough dher^^i* 
tied to constitute a veiy corisidersible display of tine scenery. The 
northern pint is the most hilly; and a range, of liigli ground 
stretches out from the neighbourhood of King's I<.angley tow aul.s 
llcikhairipslead and Trmg, which in many parts eoiimrandsa gr< Mt 
extent of country. Anolfer elevated ridge conimenct?s a! St Al- 
bans, and proceeds in a Kapirrly direction towards Market Street, 
at a litlie distance to tlic cast of the high road ; w liile several ollrer 
ranges of elevated ground run nearly parullel with the former 
from the vicinity of Sandridge, Whethampstead, Whit well, &c. 
The scHitliern lii:e is aho sufficiently high to include some extensive 
proi}u<'ts. IMost of the country is inclosed; and the iiulosures, 
being piincipally live hedges, mterniixed with flotuisliing timber, 
have a vcTviaut and pleasing effect. IiKiependeiit of the wDod thus 
distributed in hedgc-iow§, large quantities of very fine I imlicr are 
grown in the paiks and grounds belonging to the numerous seats 
of the nobility and gentry, that are spread over aliiiosl every part 
of Hertford shire, and give animation to almost every view. S^Ln'cial 
tine woods also enter into the composition ot‘ the uifierent land- 
scapes, and, in conjunction with the fertilizing streaics \vhich ine- 
an.der through the vales, give a»i interesting variety to the geucial 
features of the country. 

The landed property in Hertfordshire is greatly divided : tire 
yicinify of the Capital, the goodness of the air and roads, and the 

|>rauty 
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of the cotmtry, have much contributed to this circumstance, 
by making thb coxiaty a I'avoritc residence, and by altmcting great 
immhem of wealthy persons to purchase laiids tor buihling villas: 
this has jymltiplied estates in a manner unknown in the distant 
roiuities/'**' Freehold estates have of hte sold at tweiif}4lve and 
twenty-eight years purchase : and, under particular circumstances, 
some very large tracks have obtained fjoin thirty to thirfs-tivo 
years purchase. The largest estate in the county is afiout the an- 
imal value of /OOOi. Several others arc averaged at tiojii 3000J. 
to lOOOh annwaHy; more at 2(K)0h and below that sum, they may 
be met with of almost every amount, A large portion of the 
county is held by copyhold tenure, with a fine certain, or at the 
will of the lord; but which fine seldom exceeds two years rent. 
Land thus held, sells at about six years purchase under the price 
of freehold. t 

By far (lie greatest proportion of Hertfordshire is under tillage: 
as a corn couiilry, it is considered as one of tl*e first in England ; 
and was so reputed, indeed, even in the iMjgbmmg of the last cen- 
tury. Its [>rogress in improved inodes of husbandry, has not, how- 
ever, kept pace with that of other counties during the same jieriod ; 
I bough the attention given to agriculture is very geueml, and of 
late years, it has liecoine still more a favorite pursuit . The t ommoa 
extent of fiinns ikfrom 350 to 400 acres; tliough there are maiiy 
much smaller: several contain from 400 to 7 00 acres ; and a lew 
iVoin 800 to 1000 acres; tlie latter being considered as the largest 
size of any in the county. The largest farms are, in general, I lie 
best managed, and most productive; tlie opinion is eommon, that 
the land cannot be kept in that degree of terfility, requisite to sup- 
port the rental, and other expenses, without briugii-g large quantities 
of manure from the Cajiital; a business but insuthcieutly executed 
on small farms. The average oi'reut per acre is about J5s. sub» 
jeet to tithe, which is compoimded for thiough the whole couiiiVf 

with 

Young'S General View of the Agriculture of Hcrtr, p. 18, 
t Ibid, p, 19, 
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or four shiUhip'i, Tiu' imwr fwodocKw of the arable lawK, hi .,f 
fwm I Si-, to Qji. }H'r mv; flit* ojH'n lamh routnl Iiarknd% .mf 
Hoj^ston, at about UK on the men^f^e; tho.^ in llw lirimh of 
Smitmgford^ which are estirtnelv produdive, at t^evty nr tnentv^^ 
cue >hilliitg*i. The nwadotf lands on the hordern ot the iheti> Lea 
and Start, obtain from 40s. to thre€‘ pounds fwr acre ; and those 
in other parts, Jet at propottjoimhle sums. Seu'ral of the larger 
farms are uiwkr tlie imiue<liate (fircction of* the tmbiemeu iH loii^iug 
to the estates ; and, greati;^ to the honor of the arrotnpiisheii Mar- 
ebioness of Salisbury, a piece of ground, seventeen acres iii evtciif, 
was inclosed at llatiield, about ten years ago, for the pur]>ose of 
making agricultural ext>eri»ieuts.* 

Tile prcvsiiliiig sods in tliis county are loam and cLi} ; the for- 
mer is met with in almost all its gradations, and is more or lesv 
intenninglcd nith flints or sand. The vales, through wiikh the 
rivers and "brooks take their course, are coni|K>sed of a ritli sandy 
loam, with the exceptiem of a small quantity of peat and marshy 
moor; the slopes of the bilk descending tt) tliesc vales, exhibit an 
ferior sorts of the same loams; but the flatter surface of flic higher 
grounds, 'are composed of a wet and strong loam, of a reddisli 
hue, and tending in a greater or less degree to clay, by which 
term it is frequently, though very improperly, demmrinated. I'he 
loam district extends westward from the nver Beane, over the 
greatest part of the county; ami is almost everywhere under a 
turnip ^course, and the crops are generally fed on the land. Ciood 
loam, or gravel and chalk, also prewils in the division of the ( oun* 
ty formed by Ware, llockeiiil, and Buntingfurd; and very line 
crojis of wheat are grown in the vicinity of the latter pkicc, and 
of Puckeridge. From Westmill to Walken), (he loam is very 
strong and adhesive, Imt still fertile; and in the niglilKmrhoovl of 
Hertford, the loams are of good quality* In the vicinity of Cole 
Green and Hatfleld, ti^ are less productive ; hut improve about 
Astwick and Sandrklflj^rMOuiid which idaces snmeverv good sandy 

loams 

^ Additional pgi^kblars concerning this Fjtperimcnt ground will be 
inserted under Hatfleld. 
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loams arc foumU m some parts inlcnnixed with gravel Round* 
St* Albans, and extending to Watlbrd and Rickmanswortii, the 
soil is prii.cipally composed of deep flinty loam, witij a chalk ba- 
sis: towards Berkhampstead, Heinel-Hempstead, and Beaehwood, 
the loam is of a reddish hue, and full of flints: in some spots it 
merges info clay* I'lio most productive of the sandy loams are 
found on the west side of tJjc river Lea, extending in a line of be- 
tween two and three miles in breadthf through the parishes of 
Cheslmnt, Wonnley, Broxbonm, and Hoddesdon, and on to the 
hills about Ajiiwell. lliis is of a very pale reddish hue ; deep^ 
moist, and friable; yet so adhesive, as sometimes to bind: it lets 
at 40 s. an acre; and in favorable seasons, fliat quantity of ground 
produces five quarters of wheat.* The principal clay district is on 
the north-east, or Essex side; yet even here the np|)er surface is 
in general a strong wet lokm, improved by hollow drainings, and 
by ample tircssings of injure, from the Capital. The pure clay 
of the slifl' harsh and tenacious kimi, resembling the beaiidaiids 
of .Middlesex and BcAsbire, forms but a small part of the soil of 
this county. It extends, on the siouth side, in a Hiie from one to 
three miles in breadth, through the parishes of Barnet, Totteridge, 
Eislrcc, Altlenham, aiid Bushey; and so on to the vicinity of 
Moor Park. In the parishes of Northall, and North-Minis, and 
lower part of that of Hatfield, the general description of soil is 
extremely sterile; Mr. Young sup|K>ses it tlie most unfertile in the 
south of Engliind.t The characteristics of this soil, observers tinit 
gentleman, ** are wetness, or s|)ewmess, as the fanners kjriu it, 
from many springs; most of which are solphury, and extremely 
unfavorable to vegetation, abounding more or Jess with smooth 
pebbles; which, at various depths, arc conglomerated into pitjjiil>- 
piwlding stones,! in some places sd near the surface as to impede 
the plough, if set an inch or two at a greater depth than the old 

scratcliings^ 

A^oung's General View, p. U. f Ibid. 

} Some of these lumps of ib-eem, that are occasionally. dug up, arc 
of cCnsiderahic size, and when cm and polished, present a very curiuus . 
variegated surface. 
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scratohiiijrs of bad plongtimeu. ft is si iff, without ft iwatrix for 
the. roots oi* plauts; and sliaip luid buruiiig even in the immediate 
viciiihy oi‘ springs: il lias much sticky day in the composition, but 
of a most stciiie nature/* The most judicious metbod of j>repar- 
ing this kind of soil for cultivation,, is by ploughing it into high 
rkigos ; and when it is sufficiently drained by that means, to ma- 
mive it properly. The Ijcndil of manuring is, however, soon lost ; 
and the best appropriation, perhaps, that can l>e made of this 
kind of land, is to apply it to the growth of wood. The tract in- 
cluded ill tiiis general description, is interspersed with many fields 
of better (puility, particularly when surrounded I>y any little stream. 

The only soil that now remains to be noticed, is that of chalk, 
which prevails generally on the northern side of the county; and 
extends from llie neighbourhood of Barkway and Iloyston, through 
all the contiguous parishes to Baltlock, Ilitdiin, King's Walden, 
&c. The basis, indeed, of the whole county is chalk, either more or 
less pure; though the depths at which it is found are verj' dif- 
ferent. The surface chalk consists of two varieties: chalk with 
no other mixture than What ages of cultivation and manuring have 
added ; and what is called marmc, which is a white marie, from 
the mixture of a portion of clay; of these soils the latter is the 
best, though both arc good.''* 

As the principal part of the land in Hertfordshire is under til- 
lage, the produce in wheat, barley, and oats, is very cousidemble : 
large quautities of turnips are also grown; and artificial grasses are 
cultivated to a very great extent. The rotation of crops is varied 
according to the nature of the soil : but the most general course 
appears to be turnips, barley, clover, wheat, and oats: in the 
clays and strong loams, fallows are introduced in succession with 
barley, clover, and wheat, and occasionally varied by peas, beaus, 
&CC. The average quantity of seed-wheat sown per acre, is twa 
bushels and a haif< the average produce from the same extent of 
land, may be at fiom twenty-three to twenty-five bushels: 

m % the vicinity of Buntingford, forty bushels are 

frecpicully 


Young’s General View, p. li. 



heetfobdshirk. 


n 


frequently produced. The quantity of secd-bar!ey sown per arre^ 
is from three bushels and a half to four bushels ; the average pro- 
duce is thii’ty-two bushels: the produce of oats is nearly shniiur; 
the quantity sown vaiies from four to five bwsliels. 

Tuniips and clover are supposed to have been introduced into 
this county in the time of Oliver Cromwell, who is said to have 
allowed lOOl. yearly to the farmer who first attended to their cul- 
ture. The must ex|wrieaced hu^ihandmeu plough in tlie seed, hi 
preference to harrowing it in, by which method it is less liable to 
be. destroyed hy the fly, and the produce in dry seasons is much 
greater. The entire managenieut, however, Is not proportioiunvly 
judicious; for tlie turnips arc, in general, hoed but (nice, instead 
of twice or thrke, as in the Norfidk inode, Swedish turnips, 
though but of late introduction, have obtained a very general at- 
tention, and arc dosemHlIy held in great estimation, for llieir va- 
luable properties in fattening sheep, oxen, hogs, 6cc, for these, 
as well as for other qualities, they are very much superior to 
the common turnip; and sheep and cattle are particularly fonil of 
them. Clover is generally mowed twice ; but in some places the 
second croj) is fed on the land; though the tbrmer mode is con- 
sidered as the best: the clover grounds, under judicious manage- 
ttient, are sometimes appropriated to lucerne and trefoil. Saint- 
foin, ly e-grass, and tares, arc also grown in Ibis county ; and the 
culture of ca])bages and potatoes is much attciided to. 

The system of drill -husbandry has not inmle any considerable 
progress in Hertfordshire : the success accoinpauNing its introduc- 
tion has been various; and in some parts it has been again laid 
aside; nor docs the opinion in favor of its preference to the broad- 
cast mode, appear to be very general. The spirit e*! manner in 
which manures are employed in this county, icml greatly to in- 
crease the products of the soil. Chalk, obtained from pits sunk 
for the pur|K>se within the district, is very generally in use ; aiai 
night-soil, and stable-dung, brought from the Capital at considera- 
ble expense, has also a fety extensive appropriation. In .some few 
^places the chalk is burnt into lime; but in all others it is strewed 
upon the land immediately from tlie pits. From sixty to one hun- 
dred 
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dred IomIs are commonly spread over every a<T<?, at eiphketi bar* 
rowii-full to tlie load. Soot, ashes, and hones, arc also used ift 
cottsiderahfe ijuiinfh/cs ; of the former, from twenty to forty hmheh 
are used per acre; of the ashes, frojn fifty to one hundred husheJsj 
and of the bones, from thret* to five chaldrons on the same extent 
of ground. Burnt bones are regardetl its the most projnn* for pas« 
lure laixl; but for arable land, they arc thought best when boiled 
only. Oil-cake, [>eat-ashes, woollen rags, hair, and \ario«s other 
substances, are also employed for manure in difierent parts of the 
county: the use of the sheej)-fold is very general* 

The grass lands of Hertfordshire, compared with those nwler 
tillage, arc extremely small; though a tract of grass, reiidtred 
artificially productive, at a great expense, may be foiimi connected 
witli almost every scat in the county'. I’he meadows on the river 
Stort, which extend from Ilockerill to Hertford, are very produc- 
tive, as are those in the vicinity of the Lea, and in the neighbour- 
hood of Kickmanswortli, &:c. The many streams wln<’h iutersi:ct 
the land, are extremely favorable to irrigation ; thougli that sysUnu 
is not carried on to any great extent, on account of the dainis of 
the mill-owners, and which claims have, in several instmicf's, oc- 
casioned much contention and expense, Wlicrever tlie practice of 
watering or flooding the land, has been {mrsued with judgir.eul, 
the consocjuciit advauUiges have been very couhiderabie. 

The principal agricultural implements employed are the great 
Hertfordshire wheel-plough, worked by tliree and four horses; 
the swing-plough, the Herefortl plough, the skini-coulter, and 
the thrcsiiiiig-mili ; but the latter is by no means in genet al use. 

In some purls, but chiefly on the estates of gentlemen fanners, the 
plough is (iravvu by oxen; and these are always worked in harness: 
they i'.re also* occasionally ^|ployed intlieteaui* Difi’eicnl opinions 
are entertained of in, comparison with horses; but the 

best informed appear to exmsider the use of hotli as 

essential to the a farm. The €£xeu arc sometimes shod, 

but the general contrary. 

In the so^^^^^rner of the county, and particularly in the 
Borishes of Jtiii^iilwortb, Sarret, King's Langley, Abbofs Lang* 

I ley, 
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kv, Flatliiden, Bovington, and partly in Watford and Aldenhani, 
are many Orchards : apples ami cherries are their prhid|>al produce. 
The apples are most proSpable ; bat the cherries arc very heuehchil 
to the prior, fii the quantity of employment which they afford in gar 
thering the cro[>. ** hi ten years after planting, cherry-trees begin 
to lH*ar: each tree .should have nine s(}iiare lurches of land. A 
full-grown tree will produce lifty dozen pounds in a favorable year; 
and troni ten to twenty years, six rlozeii : prices vary from teiipetice 
to three shillings per dozen. The Carooti, and suiali black, arc 
the favorite sorts; the Kentish will not thrive here. The apples 
sell at from one shilling and sixpence to eight shillings the basket 
or bushel; eacli tree produces from two to twenty-five bushels. 
I'lie orchards, wlietlier of cherries or apples, should be under 
grass and ted witli sheep: and for ten years after planting, great 
care should be taken to keep the trees from the sheep, as their 
rubbing injures them. The size of the orchards seldom exceeds 
four or the acres; and their greatest value does not exceed 4l. 
per acre/’’* 

I’he woodlands of Hertfordshire are extensive; and, mdepeiv 
dent of those which lie contiguous to the s^ts of gentlemen, the 
w hole cxMuity is inters|>ersed w'ith small woods ami copses. The 
timber trees are chiefly oak, beech, and chn ; tlie oak and beech 
are particularly flourishing at Aslnri<lge, Beach-wood, Hatfield, 
and Cashiohury, «S:c. Tlie underwood is gcnerHliy cut once in 
about ten or twelve years. The copses adjoining Essex, abound 
in haz<‘l and hornbeam, which are also grown in various other 
parts, together vvitli ash, birch, poplar, fir, alders, &c. Tlie beecli 
is occasionally burnt into diarcoal. Where necessiiry, the woods 
have Ixxjii hollow-drained, and with tnueh success. The quantity 
of waste lands is kit ineoitskierable, when compared with that of 
other counties: tlie aggregate does not appear to exceed 4500 
acres; ami of this extent, many acres are appropriated as sheep, 
downs. The common and open fields in the uortliem part of th^ 
connly, as well as in the western district, and in one or two other 

parU^ 


Young's General View, p, 145^, 144. 
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parts, arc prrlty nuiTirrous; thowsjU mw (ha» ea,0(«;,rrr, (. nr 
been incU»it"J nwlcr diffcrcHt art* witJtin the la^t trti year,. 1 h, 
fences urc gsnmllv sjotwi, aiu> uHtirr »«dr» jtMticioiH < of 


inana-'finenf oii tlie sy>U'tii,* flwt uloto^f <'»<n hrm n 

supplhJirow il.s onti l.r.f-rs, w:(!i sutfJrir.K (iu‘j tor ihmm,mptio„. 
As the hml ill this county is chkfh ardiic. live ‘■tiMi Inis ln'- 
coinc an olijert of very inferior rcgant. The sortn oi t ill l!t' (hut 
arc kept; on fnrms, are pruicipaJly of the WcIsIl Deyon, SatToIk^ 


mid Hereford breeds; tJie Suffolk breed is rouM'iered as the best 


The sheep are mostly owes, of the South Down aud Wiltslhre 
hinds; tlie tbrnior are esteemed as the most }>rf>tjtal>ie iu a t:< i!eral 
point of view; ou sonie farms, a breed heliuesi (he ( aud 
Leii'cster has been ititrodueed. In several [Kuts, the sheep are <«*d 
on oil-eake, and with ^reat sueces,s, ihour^li not (o .^() nuh h ;ul“ 
vautai^e as tbniicriy, the price of the euke haviui;. bsM'U e<m>i(ier‘.i' 
bly advanced of iate years. The horses are ol' various kinds ; the 
Suffolk breed appears to have the preteience ; t.in s ainl ( !o\er 
constitute a principal part of the feed of thosi' aninrats, and have 
«o done for a Joni: period. The huikliii^s and ofHi'es on the most 
cojisideriible farins are well arranged, and eoiivcrnent ; but the di- 


versity of plaijs on which they are built, is very gieat. The prices 
for liilior iiave lieen greatly increased witiiin the last thirty years, 
though certuinly not in proportion to the augmented expenses for 
living, ^c. the average [irice for day-laborers varies from nine 
shillings to twelve shillings ])er \veek. “ Fiie wagi*s of annual 
(domestic) servants are nearly as follow: of a carter or plougfiman, 
from six guineas to nine guineas; of a thresher or t;tskcr, from six 
guineas to seven guiiieas ; their task k live busliels per day, and 
they are paid at the rate of one shilling for every five businds extra, 
and one slfilling per for bindhig wiical-straw^ for markets 
Boys receive from to four guiueas, and maid servants al>out 
five gmneas ainiua%;?^ Tim 


artijPi^fe *or the management in Young’s General Xkyfy 
where the description is illustrated by seven plate*. 


t Young’s General View, p. SH* 
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The principal roads in Hertfordshire are very good; being 
chiedy turnpike, leading directly from the Mcti*o})oUs : the cross 
roads partake of a similar character. The chief manufactures of 
tins county arc those of cotton and silk : the former is principally 
curried on i)i the neiglibourfaood of St. Alban’s and Rickmans- 
worth ; the hitler, in tJjc vicinity of St. Albania and Wat- 
far<i. Al)oiit Bt^rkhainpstead, black lace is made ; but the princi- 
pa/ employment of the luboriog females, in most parts of the 
count y, is plaiting of straw, for bonnets, <&c. The wages obtain- 
ed by thLi ein[>lov, are very considerable ; even young girls earn 
from six sliillings to twelve ami fifteen weekly; and llie more ex- 
pert woincii, from that sun> to a guinea, and even twenty-five 
shiilingiK, in liic same lime. 

The Gr/z/ul Junction Canal intersects the western side of this 
comity,* it enters on the south from Middlesex, and following the 
course of the River Colne, passes liickmansworth ; then pursuing 
the line of ihe (lade, it crosses Cashiobury, and theClrove, Parks, 
the noble ]>! «)]>rietors of those demesnes having very patriotically 
en permission for that pur|>ose. Proceeding iu a imrtherly di- 
rection to Two-Waters, it there inclines to the nortli-west, and 
pursuing the iinc of the Bulbounie, it eaters Buckinghamshire 
abotit two miles above Tring. Another Canal has been projected 
to extend from St. Alban’s, and unite with the Grand Junction 
Canal below Cushiohiiry Park ; but the estimate of the expense 
having exceeded llie sums subscribed, the design has been sus- 
pended, though an act of parlmiuent was obtained for carry ing it 
into execution. 

The principal Rivees in Hertfordshire, are the Lea, the Rib, 
the Quin, the Beane, the Gade, tiie €ohie, tlie Ver, or Meuse, 
and the Mimeiam, or Maran. The Lea rises near Luton in Bed- 
fordshire, and entering the county at Hide Mill, proceeds in a 
soudi-east direction through Wbetliampslegd, Bfocket Pltrk, |ind * 
Hatfield Park ; tbeuce inclining to the north*east, it flows past 
Hertford and Ware, in which neighbourhood isome of its waters 
are diverted into the channel of theNew River,; wbkh h continued 
for some miles, in nearly a parallel directioh' Ch^nglhg its course 
VoE> VIL Nov. 1805. to 
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to liouth, after its condux with about one mile casi^ 

from IltKldesdon, it flows through the pleasant meadows of Brox- 
b(Min), Worailcy, mid Cheslumt, and fir|a!ly qiuls the county near 
.\VaIdiam Abbey. This river is navigable to Ware and Hertford. 

The 7iV/; has its rin' near C<>ri)ybiiry, above Buutingford, past 
vvliiob it tlows, au(b proceeding in a sontb-eust direction^ is joined 
below Braughing, by the dtdn, which rises near Biggin, Thence 
flowing io the south, it |«isses Standon and Berwicks, near which, 
suddenly turning to the west, it runs pi^st Wades Mill, and once 
more inclining southward, falls into the Ixa between Hertford ami 
Ware. 

The Beam ri'>es near Cromer, in ibe hundred of Odstw, uiid 
taking a southerly course, ilotvs jmst Wat ton, imd tlirough Wood- 
Hall Bark; thence continuing its direction, it meets with the Leu 
at Hertford : this river is sometimes culled the Ben (/Irian. Tiie 
Ga(/c has its origin on the borders of Buckingliainshire, and flow- 
mg to the south, gives name to tiic villages of Little and tireat 
Oaddosden; thence proceeding by liemeLllempsteud, it is joined 
near Ttvo- Waters fay the Buibounie, wbidi rises near Pen ley Hall, 
to the cast ofTring, and flows pits! lierkhanij^stead, in a soutJi- 
casleriy direction. The Gade thus enlarged, runs to the east of 
Kings Lungley, and flowing tfarougli the (Jrovc aii<! Caslnobury 
Parks, inclines to the south-east, and, near Rkkmansworth, I’aiis 
into the Colne, having previously received the waters of the 
Cheshain River from Buckinghamshire. 

The Calm is formed by the union of several small streams, one 
of winch rises at Kits End, in Middlesex : these unite in the vi- 
cimty of North Mims, and flowing across Colney Heath, assume a 
soutli-westerly course in Tittenhangcr Park. Thence giving name 
to London Colney, Coincy Park, and toiney Street, it is increased 
near the hitter by the Ver, or Meuse River, from St. Albans, and 
flowing on to Watford, |>asse9 that town on the south-east; then 
assuming westerly course, runs by the south of Rickimtns* 

wortJi, aiMl pbe mile and a half froth which it leaves this county, 

PK rises nto Market 

gflle confines of Bedford^ure, and floWfog to the souths 
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passes Redbnrn, a«d Ikdbiim Bury : tlienrc proceeding to- 
wards St. Alban's, it crosses that town at St. Michael's Brirhjre, and 
flows on towards the niuB of Sopwell Nnntjery, near \^hich it 
changes its course to the- south, and continues in that clircclioii 
till it unites witli the Colne, which is hut a very inconsiriera})Ie 
stream, till thus enlargi‘d hy the waters of the Meuse, ll should 
be remarked, Ifiat the Colne, in one [>art of its course, has a short 
undcr-gromid pas^ge, tlioiigli not particularly oh'»ervah!e but iu 
dry weather : this occurs near its ciitraucc into Colney Park, in 
which it also again emerges, though tlie precise s|>ol cannot he as- 
certained. 

The Mimcriinu or Marnn, has its source in the vicinity of King's 
Walden, and flowing to (be south*ea>t, is soon enlarged by the 
KiuiCf after W’hicli it rims past Welwyn, atid flows on in a niean- 
<Iering course, till it fails into the Lea at Hertford. Many other 
itreanis rise in this county, and several of them form ilur heads of 
more considerable streams in the adjacent shires: of thc'ic the 
Tkamc has its origin from throe springs in the parish of Tring, and 
which uniting in one, current, h‘ave tlio county near Puttenliam, 
and enter Ihu kingliamsliirc. The Oui^liion, the JLz, tin* Pirral, 
and the IvcU Jdi'O on the north side of this county; tiie three 
former flow into llie latter, w iiicli fortus one of the j>rincipal rivers 
of Bedfordshire. Several of the small streams which unite to form 
the Rhcc, a chief branch of the Cant, have likewise their origin in 
this county, in the vicinity of Ashwell. It iiiust also be remem* 
bered, that the springs winch constitute the source of tite 
Ri ver, have their rise in Hcrttbrdsliire, in the iieighhouiiiood of 
Ware; yet, as this useful .stream may, with the greatest projmety, 
be regarded as belonging to Middlesex, the descriplioti of it will 
be reserved for that county. 

The iew Mcdidftat Spinjirt which rise in Hertfordshire, are 
chiefly Chalybeate: these are roiifineil to the south part; the prin- 
cipal is near the Race-ground, on Barnet Common; others rise on 
Noithaw Common ; and another ut Ciittley, in Novthaw parish. 
Some ineruslating springs have been noticed near Clotimll, in the 
northern part of the county. 
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ivt* i«iitnbuted to ^ Ikll, the 

j|ew00 of tho uSvs * , 

^ *«/ iUssd^ss/ ^ -■ 

mdignmi kts^ — 

that the ricbeg of Veiulteai «|ssss4«t -’= =^ -4."~_— 
the Bjitona to Ottes^f It; tti Ss? itssj p—’ -'-— ■■“■ - , . 

Vritimat OMRitd^ for S«e «ska « tLs rfsiid^ t- -- — -;----- ’ 

nie idetmty tiMtvei hy 

taiie* of UoadioKi, laayuiiiiiu liiO “ ■* 

aodVoitiiaRi ^tt(}iiau 3 ^iwwTCM.w !-,' 

ages, its feme was still more hdgbteoed by ♦b^ nurrtjisi. — r 
8AN08, or Alba*, duriag, ^ pcr8ecut3r-& of 
which commenoed under the authority of ■■ 

503. At that pei«>d, the eumi^ of it* dtiuens to the * 
so great, tbah as s ^ di^niee to Aibumfs memory, a^ 
ror to other Cluistnns, they bad ^ory of his 
upoB mathie, and inserted ia the eky wafis.'J Yel V - 
^ Paganism piwed hssuffirient toelleet the purpose £ — * ’ * 
had been ignited ; and both Bede and Oddaa eumciir e* -*~ 
that, within a very few years after the cessetfon of tit- _ 
a Clutrch was founded k honor of the memoiy of 
thitf on the very »pot on odiKli be ssdfeed, prr.-:::.- 

present Abbey Chuicb Of @t. Albarfs. 1^ 

the scene his martyttlom, wus removed from the dew : n^- 
it8]dace, and over the gaits of their walls, the iubsu^U v, 
square stones, ktseribed whli memorhds of the tibunph of *' 
newly-adopted nligbn. 

B3 
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t Anuai XIV, e. 33, ^Qtaistii ctutelU*, prasidii^ss 
^uod vberraKum tpdliti0, df dQ^Rsorvtiw fw iw us , ««* — *— 

fum segiws petebant. 
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The Pelagian faetesy baying occasioned gi'cat disscntions among 
the Christians, early in the fifth century, Geniiamis, Bishop of 
Auxerre, and Lupus, Bishop of Troyes, came into Britain for the 
avowed purpose of restraining its progress: during their stay in 
this Island, they assisted at a Synod held at Verulam in the year 
42J?, Germanus wah particularly distinguished for the surress of 
his exhortations ; and a Chuptl was afterwaitis erected to his ho- 
nor, just without the walls of the city, ‘ on the s[K)t on which, as 
from a pulpit, be spoke the Divine word/’* lliis Chapel, tiie 
ruins of which existed till the beginning of the last century, gave 
name to German^ Farm and this now cornpt eheuds a > eiy 
considerable part of the site of the ancient Vt rulain. Tlie grave 
of St, Alban is recorded to have been opened by Gennanus, in 
order to dej>osit in it the relics of other Saints, tliat * those whom 
Heaven received, one tomb niiglit contain /f 

In the war of desolation which accompanied the descent of the 
Saxons, Verulam was an early suflerer;. y(‘t, previtius its final 
subjugation and rain, it is said to have been recovered by the Bri- 
tons under Uter Feudragon, w ho, having been wounded in a great 
battle, fought in the vicinity, was, after some lime, according to 
Bronipton, cured of his wounds by resorliilg to a salubrious spring, 
or holy well, at a little distance from the city \ndls. The Saxons,, 
on reco\x^ring possession, are supposetl to have destroyed the po- 
pulation, and reduced the buildings to a mass of ruins. For two 
centuries its name is not even mentioned in history; though vari- 
ous events, of subsequent occurrence," render the opinion probable, 
riiat it was not wholly deserted till after the rise of the modem St. 
Aibar/s. 

The derivation of the name of Verulam has not been decisively 
ascertained j' but its sif^^pn on the river Ver had unquestionably 

some 

Juxta prostrat'A-:^S^^>rm(rmaf Germmn scictlhm ctiumnim 
mine, etsi p}'oJhj0'‘j^^Sst/}nrt.^i ; quo Imi ilk, pro mpgedu lainm 
divimim ut;iif]ua' Jiuii .dibaid membumuhe teskintur^ 

Camden^ 

t 



HMTFOBDfiimiaK. 


23 

ifome share in it5 etymolc^. The 3i£tnns railed fVerlamcc&tn, • 
and Wailn^ccuure; the latter term k clearly derived from its <on- 
ncdioii with the Watlio^ Street* Tb^ great extent of the area hwi- 
touiuied the luiiied walls, the imtnense eiiihanktiteuis called 
ihe\<‘ruiam Hills with tlie deep ditcheb acrompanyiiig them, and 
the nuiuinemhle Roman mins, antiquities, and other remains of 
Roman orcapatioii, that have been dug up line, are suflicient, 
even in the ahsenm of all written record, to testily tlie former 
giaudeur and magnificence of this city. 

When the Romans liccaiiie jA^ssed of Venilain, it is probable 
that the> enlarged its bouudan*^ yet they did not (oidine its ex- 
tenor fonii to (licit so generally adopted in Ihetr tactics, therectan- 
gulai , but, modir^ng their own rules to thenatuie of the ground,^ 
Mifiend (Iw'ir Munitipium to as«;ume the figure of an irrcgidai eb 
lipris intinnally, however, their buildings were extended in right 
hues; and though (lie area Jias been long under tillage, anddhi- 
ded b) hedges m(o tields, tli4» sites of \arions streets may yet be dip. 
coiiffcdat twirticular seasons of tjje sear, by the divem> hues of 
the vegetation. Some considerable masses of tlie wafls yet remain, 
and fuinbli ilemoustratise proofs of the excellence of tiie Roman 
masoniy. The walls weio about twelve feet thiefc; they Wric 
composed of layers of ffints, emliedded in a strong ct-mnit of Rniir, 
small gravel, and coarse sand, and streogtliened, at intervals of about 
three feet, by rotvs oi large Roman tiles, f two or tinee in a row : 
these* were roiitinued through the whole langc of the wulb, as ij. 
evident from the fragwwfs lemaiuuig on the difleient sides of the 
Station, Tlie exteilt df the has been vanonsK esfimaled; 
but, from the accurate admeasiireincntH by Dr, btukeli v, its 

^ ^ lei^th, 

* Pr(nd hei ^mliias aut mwsiM po$M(tun't, tab. L 

r. 23. 

1 The«ie tite$ measure fmm sixteitt to cjghieen lucUcs lu length, ai d 
trom eleven to thirteen inches m bi^idtb: they are of a ver} compact 
textuie; yet so adhesive is the cement which l;>m<is theift together, that 
it is almost impossible to lemcve one of them from the wall m a pciicct 
state. 
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lengths from north to south, appaaw to l730 )ardi>, i<^ 

#Hit breadth, fipom east to west, is nearly 1000 yards. The liight 
est ground ts ou tlie south and west sides ; but the whole has a 
gmdu&l descent tawmds the e^st, where the river Ver, whkh noW 
dows in a tegular cbsmotl from one to two huntired yatds beyond 
the line of *he wall, originally formed a great pool, covering about 
twenty acres of ground, and including what is now the lower part 
of the present St, Alban's, This still presences the metnoiy of its 
01 igin, in the name of Fisli-pool Street ; ahd tins street connects with 
the liigh north-west road, which intersects the mea of Veiulani, 
from St MichatTs Bridge to that massive fragment of tlic ancient 
w all, called Oolham BlOcL*^ One of the entrances to tlie cit > ajv 
pears to have been near this spot ; another was at the soutli-east angle, 
and secuied by a double ditch and lampart: a thiid entrance, -very 
strongly defended, was on the west side. The banks ami ditches 
on the south and west sides, are the most })erfect: though in many 
places they arc overgrown by laige trees; even in the ruins of tiie 
wall itself, some small oaks aie nmv flourishing. 

Were I to relate,'' $a}s Camden, what common rejmrt affinns 
of the main Roman coins, statues of gold and silver, vesiseLs, mar- 
ble pillars, comkes, and wonderful monuments of* ancient ait, 
dog up here, I should scarcely be lidieved " In this sentence, 
our rciiowmed antiquary most probably alludes to the discoveries 
made during the time of Eutdred, and Eadrner, the eighth and 
ninth Abbots of St. Alban's; the former of whom, having con- 
ceived the design of rebuilding the Abliey Church, began to scardi 
for materials among the ruins of Verulam ; and on bis death, the 
latter adopted the plan, and continued tlie researches, fSaWted,^ 
says Matthew Paris, the early and the best lilsroriini of th^ Abbey, 
ratisacking the ancient cavities of the old city which was called 
Werlamcestre, overtuntjed, and filled up all. The rough broken 
places, and the stteet&L with the passages numing underground, 

and 


S^lpie 

I, ^flSc $1 


jied 

bury.^lKc sam* 
stump of a hu] 
up within memt 






(ituation where the road turns off to (>orham*» 
[ait*Km, however, was primarilv bestowed on the 
stood conpguousy and which lias been rooted 







villi mtfrcd over with solid arch^, <«ome of wlikli under 

me water of tbe Wetiam liver, nhkh was onu ^4nd 

flowed aUmti the city,) he^jpuH^ down, filled up, oi slopped; 
because tiiey were tlie iutiuiig holes of thieves, nigii^walkers, and 
chores: baftli^tos^ of tibedty, and m tain carems, tovibJkh 
felons and fugitives repaired as places of shelter, front the thick 
woods around, he levdled as much its ever he conld/*'^ Oaken 
planks with imBs, and pitched over, oars of fir, and anchors half 
destroyed by rust, were also dug op at tite same period. 

The most memorable of these i^seovertes, liotiever, was made 
in the time of Eadmer, who hgaiti employing met! to ransack tlie 
mins, the) “ Une up the Ibm iatktigj||i||^ place in the midst 
of the ancient city ; and while tbejJBpwondering at the remains 
of such large buildings, they ibunJ|^M^ hollow repoMtory of one 
wall, as in a small press, amoiig|| Hp kwr bodis and rolK, an 
unkuouu volume of one book, wh^ffwas not mutilated by its long 
coiiiinnauce there; and of v^hich neitiier tiic letters not the iudect^ 
fl-Oiii tijeir antiquity, were knMh to ainy person who could thin bo 
found ^ but the insrriptioiis and titles in it shone lesplepdent in leb- 
teis of gold. Tfie boards Of oak, llie strings of silk, in great mea^ 
sme retained tiicir oiigiiial strength mid, beauty. When iiujuiry 
Imd been iuduslriously made veiy far and wide cmiecWdOg Hie no* 
ticcs 111 this book, At last they found one priest, aged Imd deerej/14 
a man of great eiuditiow, Uwon by natne, who, knowmf the dk^ 
lect and letteis of ditferent languages, read the wiitmg of fbe be- 
fom-menljoiied book, distinctly and qienly. In the mine mnimee 
he read without hesitation, and be evpiained without difiteulfy, 
notices in other books that were found hi the same room, gnd 
v^ilhin the same press; /nr the l^tefs were sut^ m ksid tO ht ivrUten 
v^hen Verukim was inlml^itedj and ike dmicci wasiftnr the uw- 
nent Brimu then med by ihm* Thgre |nreisa some things^ in the 
other books, in l 4 tin, but KhM were not emiemsi knd in 

tile 

Matt. Pans, 09 1- 5 as wandatediily Whilal<^f,^inhU " Ancient Ca* 
thedral of Cornwall, (St#*G<^Ctnatt’$,) Hbiockally Surveyed,' Vul. IL 
p. G 0 \ 
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book, the greater one, of which I have made mention be- 
fore, he fouhd written the history of Saint Alban, the 
proio-martyr of the English, u hich the Ckinrh at this rerjr da^ /r- ^ 
arid reads; to which that excellent scholar Bede lends his 
testimony, <lifteriiig in notliing^ from That book in which the 
History' oi‘ St. Alban was contained, was reposited with tb^ great<*st 
regard in the ticasury of the Abbey;, and exactly a» the aforesiiid 
jiresbyter read the book>Tit/m in the aiKiem dialect of England 
or Biitahh with winch he was well acquainted, Abbot Ead me? 
caused it to be faitJrfuHy and^refully set down by some of the 
wiser brethren of tite convent, ami then more fully taught in the 
public preachings. But whgn The History was thus made known, 
(as 1 have siid) to several, l^^iug written in Latin, wlml is won- 
derful to tell, the primitive^ and original work ii U away in round 
pieces, and was soon reduced iitecoverably to dust/’* 

Tiiongh the antiquities tliaf have beeji receiilly discovered at 
Yerulain do n?^ afford any tiring so remarkable as tlu' above, yet 
inany of them are still curious. In the year 17 If), an urn. seven- 
teen inches deep, apd six feet four inches in cirenmferener, was 
ibmid, with y^rious other Roman reniains, at a little distance from 
the walls towards the. river. This has been engraved by Mr. 
Gough;; together with a small lachrymatory, that was found with 
eleven others set round ilie urn; and also a large long jar, eiuliug 
in a point, that was dug up at the same time and place, with se- 
veral smaller vessels, coins, Jri the year 17()7 , a 

veiy carious small utid elcgadi Bbmaa vase, black earth, and 
, very perfect, that bad been fomtd Rmong tlfe ruins of Verulain, 
was exliibited before the Solely of Amiquaries^ TheRoiimi coins 
that have dug diherent periods^f ligve been so ex- 

tnnnely 

Whitaker's Ancient Ji^tjJedral of C^rttw^ib Vol IL p. 07, 68; and 

6 \, I. vide Plate of Urns, opposite p. cxlix. and 
.Tlate;j%ll» opposite p. 3tL See also p. 3-17. 

r„{.: iWd,:. 
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freiticly miTnerou$, ths^t many peiso*>s ha\f formed latije collcc- 
lioris; amlMhey are still otTasloiialH met nitli m srreat abundanre, 

• In tnicing tire proi^ressioiJ by wlmh \lw tonn of ST* ALBAN’S 
aroM' from tlie ashes of Vetnlam, it beromt^s ni*ressai \ to te\ert to 
the martyrdom of Aibanu^f wIiom* sntli^riii^s and pietj procured 
him an early adniiHsion into the ralejidar of S.unt?; and from whom 
Hie town itself derives iM onjpn a*‘d name. Albarius is recorded 
to ha\e t>een «mi emiMient ciliaren of Verulam ; and to have j^ivcu 
dielter to aCliristiUu preacher, iiatiiod Anitd^ibalus,'' who had tied 
from \\ah>s for security against the eflecls of the dft^adtul jjersec u- 
tion that had then heijuii to ra^' under the edict* of Diorlesian. 
B(‘in£!; dLsco\erc(l in liis letieat the Judge of the city ordered some 
soldiers to aiTcst him; but Alhamis lm\ing icceiM'd noth'e of their 
comiiii*, confiivedto send his encst awu) in piivacy, arwL dtfgui^ed 
in hfs lialnl, prcM^nted liimhelf to the soUlieis as the j>'6rson for 
whom ihcj were in seaielu Heedless of the decej)fH)n, they 
liouml ami convejod him hetbre the Judge, when llirowing oflTib 
cloak, and a\owiiig his conversion to Christianity, he wasseienly 
scourged, to imince him to tecant j hut thi» a^aiKug not, he wa$ 
ordered he belieath'd on a iieigidK>Uii|}g hilh*«-t|jat liilif on 
wliich the Abhey Chuuh of St. Alban's h r^ow proudly exalted^ — 
and he w as executed on the satne <lay. 

Thus lar the history’ of our Saint is consistent Had cred&le; hut 
the circuinstauc^s recorded to base attemled hi$ executkm, have 
too much of the inar\cilotis to eustire general belief* The biklgc 
over th<^ river being too narrow to afford passage to the multitudes 
that crowded to witness the seeue of his death, be is said to has'e 
prayed that the stream might imit, in older to adnut suflicieut room 
for tliem to cross on dry ground, tbrotigh llie iiiidst of the chaiiiieL 

Tills 

^ This name was first aBsig;tted to the priest who sought refuge whh 
St. A’ban, by C^edliey of Monmouth ; in tiie more early writers on 
luclesiastKal alTairs, it does not occur; the remade of s6me modern au- 
thors, that jt siguifips nothing more than Albana4*s doak^ ii therefoie 
without foundation. 


f Called lioiinhm'st by the Saxons. 
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Tbk aerowplishcct: ml the ctcc^r imitmmi by 

the si^hl^ llmt he to peirforiM his office* ainl, ftr th» relh* 

sal, was litotsdf desuned to die* Aootlier exeewtiooor hnviof bmn^ 
procuit^d, the procession moved on; mi on the top of the hill» 
AJbtmus ksou^ht Heineu for some water to flttench his thirst, and 
immediately a fine eprin^f ^pi$hed out of tlie earth at his feet. Thw 
$c€XMttd mirac/e iiad im> effeict on the obduracy of the Pagans, and 
the atrohe of death heiog gSeen* die head of the holy mnrtyr wm 
ievexed from his body; and* at the mine instant, the eyes of him 
who had executed the bloody office, started from their sockets, 
and fell with it to the ground ! 

These, accordmg to the early legends of sa|ierstitioii and igoo- 
ranee, were not the only events of a itiimculous complexion that 
threw lustre on the sanctity of Aibantis. Offa, the great King of 
the Mercians, whose dominions had been enlarged by crime, whose 
pow^ had been cemented by blood, was at length struck with re* 
morse, and sought to relieve the honors of a gudty conscience, and 
the dread of future punishment, by the customary mode of com- 
muting guilt in bis age, the foundation of a monastery* The 
particular act that most haunted his imagination, was (lie death of 
Ethelbert, Sovereign oftJie East Angles, wiio had been murdered un- 
der a complication of treacberaus isilcs, at Offii’s ow n palace * when 
on a visit of friendship and profiered alliance. To regain his peace 
of mind, he, thereibse, resolKid^ to eax:ry his design into immediate 
effect 1 and having, in ansv|ri^ to his prayers, received intimation 
from Heaven, that lits mtentioxi was ii{>|»fo>ed, began to reflect 
as to whom he should diuse as the J01m Sahit of his new establish- 
ment. Here his perplexi^ ,wa$ again relieved by miraculous iiitcr- 
positkm; fm', after stwne time, being at Bath, m the rest and 
silence of tlie night, hp\liOito|i^ to be accostetji by an Angel, who 
admonlslied him to raito- otil of the earth, the body of die first 
British martyr, and to plitce bi& remains in a sluinc, with 

more suitable omaments/'t This 

V Suuon WaJU in Hccefordvhirc; Hec Bf;)uries, VcJ. M. p« and 
also same Vol. p. 459. 

; Hist, of the Ahbey of St. Albans, by the liev. l\ Ncwcome, P* C/n 
from M*uhcvv iVrts. 







Thh acscordiag to Matthew Fatis, was eommuiiicatcd to ‘ 
liil Ci>umUoth Htttiuibert, Aichby»t>p of UrViMd, awA 

•Uimotia, BiAop of Leicester; and a day was a|)jK>iuten\ to rom- 
mciK^ the fot tbetelicsof the martyr, at VcrtiLim; over 
wliich eiiy^ as ftoi King^^unieyed, he saw a lip;ht sliimiig, rcsein- 
Wiiig a iai|pe tordb. This a|>|>ear*mce was considered as the liar- 
Mnger of mieoM: for the devastations committed by tlie Saxons, 
bad ibe exmt ajpot of the inienticnt to be furgotteih 

« Wtmhthe Kkg, die md the peopi^/' eontmues tlie hi^ 

tnrm, Were assembled, they eidifretl on the search svitli prayer, 
fasting, and alms, and struck tJ»e earth every wber', with intent 
to hit the spot of buml: fjut the search Imd iiot been conlinued 
long, wlicn a light from Heaven wiis vouchsafed to assist tlie dis- 
covery; and a ray of fire stood over the place, like the star that 
conducted the Magi to find the Holy Jesus at Bethlehem. The 
ground was opened ; and, in the presence of Ojl&, the hotly of 
Alban was found, deposited, togetlier willt some rtdirs in a cof. 
fin of wood, just as Germaiuis had placed tliem 34- 1 years before.^ 
The united testimonies of venerable Bede, and Matthew Paris, 
establish the fact of a Church having been built on tlie spot where 
Albaiius suffered, and that within a Aort period of the time of 
lus martyrdom. This fabric, Bede describes as of admirable 
workmansUp, atid worthy of such u martyr;^ mid as even existing 
ill his days, a$ appears from the words that imtnetUately follow : 

^ in quo videlicet loco/ at die t^mb of St. Alban, * uaqtteinhitnc 
diem, ctiraHo inhmorum H frequentitm opemtio viriutum edehrari 
non desinit/ As dm Bede occurred only fifty-five years 

previous to Offu'l vWt td ViOlsilani, (anno 790 , or 791 ,) and, as 
Mattliew Paris re<!Crds, lenudnsof Albanus, when raised 

from the eaith, were convey^ hi soletaH |«r«K%sston to * a cer^4in 
Churcli, small in its dbee, tfaet had been foisnerly couslructed by 
the mxi) converts to ChrhMmi^J without tlie W’aKs of Vetuhm^ hi 
honor of the blessed mayftyr, and on the WBIfy spot where he suf- 
fered 


^ JScebsifi ee$ tnirandi operis, otque tjusfmrtijrio condlgna, extrmta. 

Bcdc i, 7. 
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■ itred;’* ii would dial Uk* wordh of l»olh lo 

themntc InuUhnn. lUoui;h Paiist umo»-^iou>>tff the ctromi'Amm, 
hifem tli.n the c>ji,^>hij 1 Caitttdi, built in honoi of AifwnO*., bad 
been destro>x*d by Jbe Sa\<>iiH brny: lietbre. 

Into tbw Cluirdj, IIkii, uas the lai^ed bod) of the IhOttyr iiow 
iramlated, and dejxwtid m a sliriruMniridied \iith platen of 
aud silver: himself is recorded to have plaivd a circle of goW 

romul tile muII of Albaiius, tOscribed \^ith hi^ name and title, 
Tlie nails of the Church >%ere siko buu^ij ivitb pictures, tajiestrieSt 
and other oiuaments. 

'flu* next step taken bv the Merdao Sin'ereigu, was to assemble 
the piclates, iu>l)les, and chief ijeraoiia^^s irf Im kinjjdonu for the 
ptu pose of com ertuj;; th<* lUOst mearw of auoritphshin^ 

his dt*si£;ji. In llii^ a^selll^)!y it wa$ defenniued, that he «hmdd 
procecit to Rome, to sola it the ap}mbation of the Roman Fon- 
tirt*, and to piocure the leqmsitc imimuuiH*s and privile^s for liis 
inlended foundation. His mission was abended with suuess; hut 
is the inoie memoralihs peilmjis, from its havinp^ been the occu* 
siouof entailing, for mum <eh1unes, upon the Bullish nation, the 
tax < ailed Ptur-penu*, which liia hail oriqmult) granted loi the 
inaintcnante of aSaxonC’oflcgeat Rome, and whicli Oifa mm con* 
fened in pei|)ctuU) on the Fajml See* 

On his letuni to ErmJ.uid, Offa again assembled his nobles and 
prelates at Vmdam, (a circiumtance which strongl) intimates, that 
lliis ancient city was not even then wholly destitute of iuhalutants,) 
and with them determined on hirther measures for tlie foundation 
of his Mowasteiy, Ik resolved that hs endowments shouKI be am- 
ple, tliat its means of oicerci^ng bo^itality iii%bi bO sufficient for the 
cnkitainmeur of the numerous travellers whom its vicinity to the 
WatHng Street would probably diliiitg tlieir res|)erti\e 

joiirnics ntlier to the Metw^||* Or to the north* Trom houses 
of tite most regular diiiKUti he assenible<l a convent of 

monks 

^ ^Uifttdam ihideni extm uthem Ferdamium a neo- 

phyiiAinhofwrtm \m4^artifnf^ condmeiumt p. PSk 
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monks U> tko tomb of the niartyjr; m^\ apjKjiaiiug bis rri-atlon, 
Wilkcod, as the Abbol, ho he^aii the fesiabVishnicat of \m Monas* 
•ferv. The fivat stone of tliv new building was laid with n^rcat so* 
h'lniiity, tuid hy Lis own Itaml. fie recoin inenrlod, with fervent 
prayer, (In; proledion of his founrfeion lo the Saviour and to St* 
Alban; pronomiml maledictions f>n all who siiould disturii it, ami 
invoked eternal btew'jijs on tli<»se who should onie it^i henet actors . 

It is a cuiicHW iaet, though tomplelcly in opposition lo the gene- 
ral l>clief, aiid even coiitrar} to the teslimonks of several autliors 
who bine written expressly on tire stibjecl, that OHa did noi axet 
a CUuich at St. Alban's; neither for |he nu\ of his nastery, nor 
for the gi*eater honor ot' Uie for wh<»se remains he had {>io- 

cuied ih^ glories of canonization, I'or the knowledge ol this 
drcomstiuice, and for the peispicuity of tlie statement by wkieh it 
cornmamk , assent, we ant indebted to the Ihw. Mr, Whitaker/ 
ivho, on |H'rusing the Images of MaUhew Paris with lliose keen 
principles of investigation wliieh, springing from the comprehensive- 
ness of his judgiuent, accompany his progress through all the 
mazes of htborious m»e;xrcb, eUched tfie long bidden irutij.t Oflk, 
says the original historian, bis ow n e\]>ense, coastructetl all the 
buildings, except a» old cdi^cc,whiefs he found arc fed for mad ^ out 
ol tlt€ ancient edijicts of ttm heaihciisfl This cdiiicc, though 

Paris 

See his ^ Ancient Caihedral of Cornwalb* Vol. IL p. 104 — 

t It must noi: be denied, however, that Mr. ‘Whitaker, whohjuia’ 
dertaken to prove that ihe 0t<rcA, constructed by the convened Bri- 
tons on the site of 8t» , Alban'* martyrdom, forms a very considerable 
part of the Abbey Church now standing, has failed in resting his de- 
ductions, in support of this opinion, on the same basis of unimpeachable 
accuracy. This failure is, perhaps, to be attributed to his not havbg 
had an opportunity of personally inspecting the building, of the British 
origin of which he is so strenuous an advocate. 

f uEdlfida omnia prwUrquam pristinumf qmd imenit de ^cetci lbus 
0difwus Paganovum pridem factum^ sumptibus propriU corisiruxdt. 
Matt. Fans, frsa 
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Paris hiaisrlfu'cnii mcimscmu of the f<tef. (oMhf tiertlw mo/t 
im to tl.c ...y amh M hr proMy as 

« built by tlw eariy ccmverts to Cliiitoify," aiwt into wbkb tim- 
body of St, Alban had been iwnomi. Still mofr ixf^it, how- 
CMT, h tlie liiigiiitfiie of Vt\m: he n&rm» ihdt OUb^ ** Jil bi» M<»* 
MhjVtt he had began irom ihe fouudaUotis^ wifftm four 
or five jears after he began Uic jibus moik, had in a style of 
cellence erected nearly all tim qfdmi buildings ail llie build- 
officbml to ttiat which vm the piiucipal mid denomwtor of 
the wliole— 4lfe CImrcli.t 

So much ua$ the mind of Ofik occupied by Urn concerns of bb 
new founclatioii^ that he is recorded to have continued at St* xllbaifs 
till tlie very eve of iiis death ; engaged ia the active su}}en»teHdance 
and canning on of the woik* When the Monastery was sufficient- 
ly completed, lie granted it the moat ample piivikgea^ and endow- 
ed it with numerous manors and mansions, for foe pertHituuI niain- 
tenanee of om hundred monks of foe Beae<lictiiie order, and die 
entertaittiuentof all trawllers wlio should seek relief within its pre- 
cincts* Among lib endowments wag his manor and ptdare of 
Winslow, in BmJkinghamshirc. Tlie former, says MatUiew Paris, 
was twenty miles in circumference, ^ a$ the writings of Uie King, 
now preserved in this Church, can testify;^ and for this estate he 
had procured exemption from the payment of Ilome-Srof, or Pe- 
ter-pence; a privilege tliat was enjoyed by no other place in his 
kingdom* Soon afterwards, he retired to his Palace al Offley in 
fob county, where he died ; (anno 796 }) he was buried in a Cha- 
pe! on foe banks of foe Ouse, near Bedford, into which river, tra- 
dition reports hk sepulchre to have been carried by tlic tor« 
rent in a time of flood, with the Chapel m which it had 

been deposited* the Wilkgod, the first Abbot, in about 
two mooti^ after j jj prflis Royal master, is said to have been 

hastened 

^ * JFcre (tdtficia UuMiliter in mmhio suo, quod 

^ afmdam€n^f^)moetotf udifioiaiverdt iqfra qmrtum quintumte annum 
postqmm illud mdmverat. Matt, Pans, 987* 


f Whitaker, VoL 11. p. Id5. 



by '^bkb lie fefe $i liavfe% Imn refimrJ permit 

mn to ititer tl’te Iwlj of OlEi in tlie Monastery of \m own fouw 

tktbiiV ' 

Vuki^^ i>t Ukif% llif, third AWxit, is recorded to have been 
jisncli addicted to iflfenip(irao€e and JiiintJng; and to have pmc- 
tm(t^ say Ms annals, the o gtent enormity* of invifhig crowds of 
noble hdlfB to liis table, by which means he not only injured Ins 
own furn% but cdirupted the sobriety of his brethren. He also 
wastefhlly expende^d tlie his house, altered the form 

and color of his gannentis, used v^cstments of silk, and walked 
with a long train.*’ His female relatioits he gjue m marriage to 
the nobles and greaf ineiii enriching them at the expense of the 
Abbey: but, after hk death, the Monks obtained restitutiou of 
the greater part of the esiites that had been alienated. Ilk suc- 
cessor, Vuhjoth, durujg four years his supre- 

macy, strove with exern)fdary diligence to reform the abuses 
that had been thus generated. He aftcr^vards fell into all the 
vices of Vuisig; but altered his conduct, on being struck w^ith the 
palsy, and changed Ins life to sucli u degree of sanctity, as to 
reform many by his example, and to eiid his days in felicity/* lit 
the time of this Abbot, 'tmd about the year 9SO, the tomb of St. 
Alban is said to have been broke ofieii by the Danes, and some 
of his bones to have been taken away, ajrd carried into Denmark, 
where tliey were dcposite<l under a costly shiiue, in the hope that 
thiey would there Income as much veaemfed and adored, as they 
Imd been in Englaml. iEdfrid, the fifth Abbot, e({ually distin- 
guished by bis festive choorfulness, and relaxation from jnonhfoh 
discipline, as his predecessors, til! near the close of bfe i when he 
resigned hk {pastoral othce, and devoting- himself to inclusion, rcr 
tired had been re-built, by his permission^ by 

Prior Ulpfib, in memory of Gennanus, ami on the spot w hero the\ 
latter had preached to the citizens of Vefulain; in this retirement 
he passed tlie reniaiiider of liis days. 

Ulsimis, die sixth Abbot, was tiie most considenible b^jaefactor 
to the town of St. Alhan that had yet presided; ai^ thht *' by 
inviting persmis to settle in it, by assisting tlrfem with ;m«mey a^ud 
Vol. YII; Nov. 1805. C mateil& 
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m^iermls for eredfidn of }}d^a»» mid esen building no fewer 
Umii three €hurc!ie$ fot These Churches were erccteil at 

the differtiit aitrances into the town ; and were respectively dedi- 
cated to St. Peter^ St. Micliael, and St. Stephen. He also built; 
a small Chape!, or Oratprj’, at a short dwhuire from St. pennaifs 
Cfiapcl, and consecrated it to the honor of St Mary Magdalen. 
His successor, J%lfric, obtained gi^eat repute f<>r hla erudUion aud pie* 
t y.. He was the ;m(hor of many epistles ami senuons: he comj>ost?d a 
Siaon Crnnimar; and he translated a considerable part of the Sent)- 
tiires."^ The great; fish-pool, which has been mentioned under Fc- 
ruluni, and whicfi Ixdonged to the Crown, and had lieen produc- 
tive of imich loss to the Abbey, by the company it aUmeted dur- 
ing tlie festivities displayed hereby the Saxon Sovereigns, who lead 
a Palace, called Kingsbury, on the banks of the pool, near St. 
Mrehaers Bridge, was purchased of King Edgar by this Al>boi; or 
rather, |)erhAps, received in exchange for a cup of excellent work- 
manship, that Irad been obtained, for tlie pur|>ose of iioldiiig the 
consecrated wafer, by Abbot dldfrid. The embankment which held 
in the waters, was then cut away, and a small pool only was suf- 
fered to remain for the use of the Abbey* 

Ealdred, the eighth Abbot, who ap)>ears to have been the first 
that took measiires for re-building the Abbey Church, is repre- 
sented, by Matthew Paris, as searc|iiug into the ruins of Vcrnlani, 
laying up those materials whi^fiie found fit for an edifice, ami 
9;e$mrinjr them for the fabric Church; as be had dciernuned^ if 
be ipuld be furnished the means, to the ancient 

C ||r c4, mid to hidid it urmv but, when he had eoUeefed a 
®Bt quantity of jnaforiafe for the fabric of the Churchy he was 
pivented.by iiii wef early death, and obliged to leave the work 

"undone."* 


orng^pts of this translation were printed under the difot^tion of 

V Di*. lfi:<elces,‘ at Oxford, in the year 1 1>98. 

‘ ' ' ' 

^ cfptus Cap^oif) (zd^Ia eeponens, adfi^rlcam ec- 

pum, sifacuitates suppetereip^ MTut^ ve* 
Weeksid consirturt, M. Parhf p* 
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iwdone.”* His immediate sucMssof, Eadinw, « did not disperse 
norcoBstiiiie what Ealdred iiarl collated for the comtruction of the 
* Church;” lie even searched for more among the ruins of Vcndam, 
and “ iwrved all that were necessary for die /cir;c«tion of that 
Church, wi^h Ueprofose^ to fabricate to the holy, martyr Alban;” 
yet “ did hot so ;fdr please God and the martyr^ as to erect and 
jihUk a house for the martyr Mhuelfff After him the intention was 
never revived by any of the Saxons; and even the search for ma- 
terials was disiiontiiiued by diem all: yet the intention was never 
ahaa<knK‘i^}, at niatoriitb in i-emaiiicff ’ (Entire to the 

Coi?{^uesi|, ^nd the applicalbn of tijeiii was then f>c.enn/'| 

The very edfipug dis('over)’ f the llistorv of sSt. Aihaii, in the 
British language, made at Verulam during the searches carried on 
nuder Eadoa.r, has been Ooticed above. His worktocni are re* 
corded also to have ibimd sundry gliiss and ctirlhen vessels, origb 
nally used us pitchers and <'up$, together xN'ith vessels of glass coii« 
taiuiiig the ashes of the dead: temples lialf ruined were likewise 
discovered, with altars ainl statues of hcatlitni gods, and divers 
sorts <d coins: all lliest^ the misfakeu [uety of the Abbot caused 
to be stamped to dust, aud destroyed/’j| 

^ C 2 Lcofric, 

^ Ciiifijain Jhultam — ad fahrkiun CiXksiw coacaxdssd qmrUitakrny 
matiird nimh morU prxvenim^ mpcrfivlo twi^odo, vium laiivemc cur- 
Jiis vU i^igrvssus. M. Parish p. Uy4. ’ .. 

t ^idguhifar-^d eccksiam constritendtun, non dispersit vd con- 
^*Tari8, 9M4 : qiuc cixlcsim fabrkandcc fuermii necesmria, 
sibi rem varcif guum propomiii saficto murtgri fabrkarcj Ibid, : 
mu in tant^nplacuit Deo or martijri, ut domum ipsiid (sdk 

ficaret et dohsunimaret. Ibid* 9^4. 

t Whitaker’s St. Germans, VoL IL p* 166. 

U By a most singular mk-construction of the words of Matthew Paris, 
Sir Henry Chauncey has*at!irmed, in his History of Hertfordshire, that 
Eadmer, of the ruins of Verulam, built anew the greatest part of 
his Church/' and Monastery, with an*intent to have finished the whole, 
but death disappointed his hopes.’* See p. 46 1> 
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son to the Earl of Kent, and afterwards promoted to 
tlie See of Canterbury, siiceeedeii Eaduier, This Abbot was re^ 
ndwnod foi» benevolence : durtiig a grievous famine, tliat raged 
oyer England, he ex|HUidcd the treasures that Imdlice^i, reserved 
for the fabrication of a new Church, in relieving tlie ihstresses of 
the poor; and when this was found insufficient, he soid the slabs 
of stone, the colunms, and the timber^ tliat had been dug up from 
foe ruins of the ancient city, to provide additional supplies for llte 
same purpose, togctliei with all the gold and silver vessels^ both be- 
longing to lus own table, and to the Church. llti$ generous aUeution 
to the wants of his fellow-inen, occasioned much dksentiotiy and pro- 
cured him many enetnies junong the more superstitious and incon- 
siderate classes of his monkish brelliren; yet his own firmness, and 
foe support lie i-eceived from the many exalted ])ersonages to 
whom he was relatt^d, at length succce<fe<l in coll5po^iJlg the dit* 
ferences. On his acceptance of the See of Canterbury, in f.jp,;, 
iHtVic, the sc^coiid of tliat name, his younger brollier, became Ab- 
bot. He had prtwiously been Cliiujcellor to King Ethcf red. and 
had obtained from that Monarch a grant of tlie manor of King,-,- 
bury, with all its ujipurteiKuices: of this graul he procured a con- 
firmation from King Canute, and imnicdialely causof! tlu' iei;;d 
Palace to be levelled wifo tlie ground, that it inighl no more oc- 
casion inconvenience to foe Abbey^ from bci oming the reddemx^ 
of a court: one small tow'er, however, that was situated somewhiU 
nearer to the Monastery, Catiute would not sailer be demolkh- 
ed, that some memorial of royalty uiiglit still remain/ 

f-eofstaiv 

Curing tlw go^’tsrtiment of dUfric, many ravages ere commuted 
in dilTerent parts of thtsT kingdom by the Danes j and the Abbot becom- 
ing apprehensive of their visiu, secured the most valuable effects of tiie 
Monastery^ tpgeilaear with the shdqe and relics of St. Alban, in a wooden 
chat, which, w|th the privity of only a few of liis brethren, he conceal - 
^ in a secret eavity in tho wall of the Church. 'I hen, the more com- 
plcately to effyet theit* preservation, he openly solicited the Monks of 
Ely 10 receiire into their Convent the relics of the holy martyr j re- 
qwmiag that, m house waawell secured from danger by waters 
and wtafsha^ they would preserve she invaluable pledges, t?|i tlic ^anie 

JniCUii 
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LfoRtan, tljc tv^elfth Abl)Ot, who was Coufessor to Eilw^rd, 
and EUillir Q»i*eu, procured various ri<‘Ii |?rants (or the Mo- 
nasterYj through interest witli the great; and also presented 
some onmments to his Church* Much of his attention was em- 
ployed in rendering the high roacb to the town, Siite and commo- 
dious for inereluints and travellers, The \\atiittg Street, as well 
Uh nmu;j^ parts of the CliillertJ HilK, being €o\ei'ed with thick 
woods and groves, liad Imioine the haunts of wolves, wiki boars, 
Stags, and wild bulls ; and also fimn‘'hed hiding pia< es for robbers 
an<! outlaws, to the great dang»n* im 1 annosanee oi all passi*ngers. 
To remedy these evils, LiHvfstan gjanU d th^ ntan^r of Flairislead 
to ii brave linight, naine<l Thuriioth, and !ie» two ieIlo\v-.sokfier«, 
named Waldeof aiul Thmman, oncoinlithMi that tliey should guard 
I lie said road, and all the wosteni parts of the Chilfern; that they 
should he answerable for any losses tlicit happen through 

their neglect; and that they should '•iremioi! \ t»rotect the Church 
of St. Albau,'^ on the occurrence ot’ any geucral war within tlie 
kingdoiii, 

C J 1 he 


l)e demanded in more penceablo nmes. On uotairnr,?; the per- 
nusition which he ^(night, lie inclosed the rcmaiin of a common Monk in 
ft very rich chest, and di^*patched it to Ely, with many of the Church 
ornaments, ami an o!d sliaggctl garment, which he insinuated the 
very cloak that had l>eefi worn by Amphibalus, the instructor of Aiba- 
wus. When tlic alarm had subsided, Elhic denunded the reins; {>it 
they were considered as of $\k\i imm<n^e value by the Monks of l.lv, 
that they scrupled not to express then doterminarion to ki*€p them lor 
their own CJhurch* On its being threatened, Ww'cvcr, to mluim both 
the King {Edward the Confessor) and the ^Pope ^ this impious breach 
of a religious engagement, a great sebW aro»e ‘'among the brethren, 
but the majoiity d< termined that the relic* should be kept; yet, tome 
appearances, they agrttd ilut the che$t diould be havmg§rst 

contiived to open the bottom of it, and to subvtimte oUter remains for 
those of the supposed St. Alban. Tlie cheat vvaf^ however^ diieoveted; 
the real yehes of the martyr were removed liigm tj|| ^den mesa 
of the wall, and again placed with the $hritM|||^^ fd«C of the 
Church; while the Monks of Ely, the dupes trifoe, in- 

cm red »U the odium of knavery, without benefiU^ 
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TliemcessorofU^fitan, aw Frotberk, ot fr^duk, a nun of 
the Itoyal hlootl of ttw S.uons mid aho iiefeh'rf to Kv>i: Tj- 
mtte. ik in UHtd; hut had nH^tfutiiwd dJ tJ 

msb of iii<? Atihac^ dtiiht^ fito tw prw*dm^? yeat^i. Tln> \>ti> tin* 
\\hoiie nnd brfin*j\ iin|)4>dt‘d thi' mnrcli of VVilliaui Ui< 
Cotiqiu^ror near Bf ikhampstfad, by the trpeei that *fnw on 

tlie road-side to i»e vui donii, and hid across fhe \va>; aruf nheii, 
at a subsequent meeting, Willmiti enquired the reason, lie boldly 
answere^l, that * He had done no tnoie than liis duty ; and that, 

^ if alt the ecclcdasties in the kuu^loiti had iierfoniied theiis in 
like mamter, it vt)uld not ha\(‘ be<n in the power of the Konnans 
to have advanced so far.* Tliis was not the only oecasion un wIim h 
the Abbot displayed tbc generous i6ve of ilMleptnuienee tbai ani- 
mated his soul; for the tyraimhal sway of the Coiupuror ha\j«“: 
excited a strong hatred ae-anst his government in tlie bnast'. ol ail 
the Englisli, rretheiic placed hiiuselJ at the head of a fimtah lacv 
of the ttialecont(‘uls, whose object was to compel the kms: to leigsi 
according to the audciit laws and tusloins ot fhecoimljs, oi, m 
bis despite, to laise the csiied Edgar Atlieiing to tin thionf- wj o 
was, indeed, the riglitftil beii, am! was held m so lumh estmia 
tion, that he was called Etigclondes Dirchnfr, In this diieimna, 
the wily Sovereign found it necessary to tenipoii/e, uud, by the 
advice of Lanfiane, wliom lie had pK>motc<l to the See of Caii- 
teibun', he submitted to the tcnils propose d ; and in a grand as- 
sembly of thclsoblea and Prelates at Bcikhampstead, swoie, ujiou 
all the relics of the Church of St, Alban, that * he wouhl keep, 
and imiolably observe all the ancient iav’vs of the realm, which bis 
pious piedecessors, and Isjtecially the holy Edward, had establtsli- 
ed/ The oath was administered by Fietheik; hnt neither the su- 
perstition of the age, nor tfie moie genuine* feeij oi' religion and 
honor, had influence the < upidily ot the Kmif , and no sooner 
were the efleets of Jffiiissikmihiiion suthiiently luatuied hy the 
gradual di$solutto||J|HR eonfedenH v, than hn fU^polism, gather- 
ing strengtli |^||^^Btotm wlmh Iu»d lolled if ba(k upon itself, 
overwiselr |HHK'det( of the nation v^ith n dcepei flood, und a 
I impL St. Albaifs paiiuukrly suilbied for the 

conduct 



HEftTF0:i|P8KmE. 39 

comluct of its Abbot, who was liiiosdf obliged to seek refuge from 

the lengeance of the Kiti^, in the Rtouastery of Ely, where he 
' died of grief and nwrtiScHtha. Willmn seipsed a// the Abbey lands 
between Barnet and London-Stone, together with the manor of 
lledbnrnj mad but ibr the solieitations of Lanfraiic, would ha\e 
etrcetuallyfuimHltbcMoruistOf^^ bis inter|>ositiOn stayed (licinrpend- 
jijg blow^; and his influence |>rocured the laeiuit Abbacy for Paul, a 
Norman, and his kinsman, or, as some have 0»njectuied, Im sow. 

Paul was iIm? first Abbot Who began to apply the iiimiense stores 
of materials that bad been collected from the ruins t*f \'eiulain, 
towards the re-construction of die Abbey Chinch; which, in the 
€ sprcKs words of Matllu w Panj, be ** rc-edtfied/' togcflicr with all 
the buildings of the Monasteiy, except tlie bake-house and (he 
mill-houMv*^ In this important niKtei taking, he nas as aster! by 
Aichbisht^p Laufranc, who gave lOOOinaiks in aki of the cvpenses. 
An^clni, Lantraiic s sucre^'^m, assisted Paul in finasIiiogtbcChuieli, 
r/^iod impir/tfium crat in a*di<iais rahsut i^ancliAlbarii juvit--»aw- 
iummutCf and Pawl, who had already parsed about twelve years 
m (allying on thesvorks, completed, in the font leniabing )(ars 
ol his hie, ‘ all that he had begati/f That tins was an cuiiie uv 
constnution of the Church, and not a iia'rc repmation, orenkrge- 
juent of the building, is evinced by (he language of Palis; wlio 
affirms, that Paul tOnstructed the Church, with majiy other 
edifices, of />rnA-woik. eickswm Sancti Aibani, 

enm viultis (din opccc coti^mxk latOiUQ; thus apply in:? 

the fi iui bikk woik, a$ many modem writers still do, to what is 
mauifcslly of Roman tile. The n putatipn vtliicfi tlie Abbey o)> 
tained under Paufs goverumciit, ocmmmA ifiany new bencfacliona 
to l>c made to it ; and his own iiiilwebce wtwt iuffitiadly gieat, to 
enable him to [?'<>< ur<* nstilutioii of sevemi e^tale$ Ifmt had becit 
alienated, Paul iumsclt *Uiide nmiiy to the Church, epd 

^ ^ adom<tid 

^ /s/e (Pmlust) banc KtHficiu prtrter puU}* 

I ium d pmwm/uum, re-(t:d{ficmff imemt a /w- 

dtctS6oribtis mU coUectam it umjTatan^ M, IVris, lOOE 

t finite JM Paris, lOOK 



tbe (limmmthj tliir m«i, 

“ itocW piiWittJgr ill '»«<“«' « <‘«r f !.*- 

lovwiuiunt of iBsMoaasierj. am»«% lo ilw- ' 

aad pwwwted b> l^ichUisUop laiifiww ; w><l <***»» “■< » 

l»lit.l«d several reyulatiiHw ffw' 

Afier the tlealJi ofP»ul, hi mi.% Wtttm Hufui, »&o ms thf., 
King, rctahwd theAbImvy in im own Imuh dwrfujf 6m jm\ 
and applied ifj. leieuuw fo liU wi> »w- *‘’*'f!***' 

Albimi mis nj^Miited Abifob m<l by hiui the tm Cbureh im 

comeaatctl, at the fesithul of Cbektma*, it 13 Uetm th Fint, 
hh Qiwej), MntUihu OtoiTiv^p ArrhffUiop (>f Kouf’ii, the UkhopH 
of Dnrlmm, IJueohi, Sairuiii^ 4iml Lomlori, with iiiairv Abhof'?, 

^(1 iuferior Prelates, together with iiiaoy Earls, Barous, and No- 
bles, were present at tlie ceremony, aud %\ere all lodged and en- 
krtained <hinu" eh‘^en days, at the cost of the AWkv. Hiihuid 
died in 11 Ip; having previously built a suiall Chapel, wiihm the 
Church, in liomn of St. Culhlnnl, by whose iutei cession lie is fa- 
bled to haui rixeived ^ a wondttfii! cure of a withered ann/ 

Geoffrey de Goriiam (so named from the place of hU liiith, 
near Caen, in Nomiamly; vm the next Abbot, ni> att< ution was 
priiuijially directed to the mteroal economy of the UIoiuMer} ; to 
the providing of rich vesseU, iind costly and sjilendid gurmtuts, for 
tlie various services of the Church; and lo the j^reparaiion ol a 

very 


^ '' To the young MoaU/’ s^ys Pari®, ** w^ho, according to theu- 
custom, Ji\cd upon jmtm ^esh-mcat^ he prevented all inoidinuic 
eating/' by stinting the quantity ; and he heaped up a didi for them 
all in common, of which the mere appellation ri'inains at present, nude 
ofhnnngSy and shecU^oaka,*^ or, in other words, of herrings under 
covers of pasty, whicli he, tkrtfou, in the sophistical pronunciation < f 
the Normans, denominated Ka»-/we, for AV cr/-pie : i. e, Ilaren-pic.” 
Whitaker’s VoL 11, p. 305, fiom M, Pans, p* 1003. 

From this, other histoHcal nciice®, Mr. W, p, J00-— 30 'j, 

Sbid, has that the llerrmg Fbhc^iy must la\c Iwjen esia- 

Irlished ** generally admitted} even a$ early as the 

hhxon 
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tery samptaous <*>t the relks of St. AShbi, Into this 

Shriue (anno 1129) the remains of the martyr w«fe removed with 
•great jolewmity ; the ancient tomb being first opened in the pie. 
sence of lire Bisliop of Iiondoo, fevcral Abbots, and the whole 
Convent. On this occarion, and to remove the ddnbts wliich had 
been existed by the assertions of a certain College in Denmark, and 
tdsoby tire premtfcions of fire Monks of Ely, « tire bones were num- 
bered, takem oat, and shewn wagly : the head was lifted up for 
the insjMhlion of all present, by the bands of the s’cirerable Ralph, 
Arcbth'Hi'on of the Church, on the tbre-paif was a scroll of parch- 
HK'iif, ireflibmt from a tiBWftd of ^tk, vntH tfiis ion, Snsc^us 
Athanm ; and the circle of Id inclosed the skaH, tshidr was fi.\ed 
there hy lire order of O^, engraved with these words, Hoe at 
caput Saucti Alktni, proiotnartyris Angilte. lu reviewing lire 
bones, (he left, scapula, or shonldcn-bone, nas mwsiog: however, 
the translation was etfei (ed; and some years after, snitii the liisto- 
rtaii, <anie too Monks, with letters credential, from the Church 
and Monastery of Nuuiuburg, (Nunembuig,) in Germany, saying, 
that they were fjosscssed of tiib valirehie relic, (the sra]Hiia,) and 
that tlie same had been brought to them many years ago, hy King 
Caniitc.l- Abbot Geoffn^ made several additiims to the Abbi^ 

buildings, 

^ The ornamcntdl pam of thiis Slurineg which was of silver gvlt> em- 
bcllhluJ witii plaTCb ttf ^old ‘iitJd ^fecious stones, were wrought by a 
goldsmith, nanu'U Ankeiilj, who had been Mint-master to the kmg of 
Denm<*rk, and also cmp.’oj-ed by hats m the fabilimtionjof curioub works: 
he afteiwardi assumed the Mtonkisb iatbii in ttds Abbey# 

t Ntn\romc’«i St ARsap’s, Yoi. t p. 58^, from Matt, Park. In the 
time of lialph, ( reoiheyS sq< ccssor, the Shrm<i W d of lU 
coiations, in order tq prfiVidc a snffiuont sum fbrtbe pnrehaso of the 
vill of Brent field. The uiCc redmg Abbots, lloben do Cirorham, and, 
Symonds, craboliulicd it anew j a^d th# klltr tamed U tohe 
more Uevated, that Us sphjndor might Jaavfe tht gireatcr Oilect. M the 
workmanship of tins Shrmo throws |omo %hl ^ the of the arts in 
the reign of lienry we shaUbere toefilbe k from Matthew 

Pans, who deckles' it to h^ve been oauro apWW and tvskit than any 
^ other 
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' ami aKo foiUHled a Nuufmrv ul m»dan}fri.v 

pital for Lt'pers near the tonii, on tlio London road. 

Kalfdj, tlic 5evonteJtli Abbot, .MUYivded Ot <)/hrv ni I UO-; ; 
fail iflnding i^k bealih in^, he in oi llie [hiur.. 

a nepbew of Rotert dtj OorlmiHj br> jaedert -.vor, in 11.'? K and 
cfed m J^ly, the same }pu\; provioirdy etrded sowe 

chitttihers of * very stn^ng work,* ibr the u^e <>/ the Abbots, 

The election of Robert de (Jorlmm inariis an iinpor?anf era in 
tbo annals of tbk (^Inirci); Jic;j>rocured for it manv dislinguisbed 
privileges, and was the brst Abbot that obtained the honor of 
wearing tlje mitre. In (he early part of his gi>vermnenL he solL 
cited, and with success, |>crmission from the King (Stephen) to 
demolish that part of the Palace of Kirigsburv, which Cainitc had 
ordered to be left standing ; andwhkb, through the extortions and 
vexatious conduct of those to wboin its custodv Imd been com- 
mitted, had continued to subject the Abl>ey to much inconvenience. 
But the most memorable of hisdmis, was procuring exemption 
for his Monastery fioniafl ecclesiastical jurisdicl ion whatever, ex- 
cept what arose from tile authority of the Poj>e biiaself. This 
important privilege was obtained through bis ininiediate interces- 
sion w ith Adrian the Fourth, wJio was bom near Abbot's Langley, 
and was tlie only Englishman tJiat ever sat in the jioiitifical chair. 

On 


ether he liad cvci V held, bi i nn it resembled dn a*tii-ti>mb, having 
a crest, or ioit) cuuopv, o\ti it, supputttd on pilhrs, tb u were oi 
plate gold, shaped like towcu, and having apenureji, to represent win- 
dows; the under part of the c anopy w4s inlaid with ciystals. Wiibm 
the tomb was a toffin, coiunmmgUt ithes of Sr Alban, mcloicd m 
another case, the <5iJcs of which were embossed with gold and silvet fi- 
gures, in lugh rehtf, exhibiimg the piuKipiI events m the martyr's lu«- 
tory, At the headef Uie Shrine, which was towards the east, was a 
large represcniation of the C nitilixion, having the figureii of Mary and 
St, John at the sides, and oniameoud wiiU a row of \cry bnlhant j^w- 
at the foot, 01 west cqd of the Shryic, wi^ an image of the \ irgin, 
lieated on a Throne, w.th tht inlant Jtsu^ in hti ^irins, die work appa- 
rinily ot cast gold, highly embossed, and eanc bed with pr^^ous stones, 
^nd verv LOStIv braeckfs* 
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On bi^ cTcaUutioti io thfa distinguished rank, Robert was among 
the foremost to eortgralulato him on the asccmlencv of his fortune; 
*aucl having judiciously aceompauied the expression of hi.s joy with 
many rail presents, he was treated by the Pope with sreat familia- 
rity and kiiidneijs; and at length proenred the exemption as above 
stated. By tlie same grant also, the A])hots of St. Aibaifs were 
authorial to take preudenre of all otliers in England; that as 
St. Allmi was d/stiiict/y fenowu to bet/ie/iisf ^aihrof thelajglish 
iiation, *^0 the Abbot oi lih Monasferie shon^tl at alltijnes, among 
other Abbots of the Ejigiish nation, in degree of (hguity, be le- 
puted first ami priaeipal/' 

These jnnileges occasio»<M great dissentioji between the Abbot 
and the Bishop of LhkoIu, who had liitheHo exertised episcopal 
juiistlictioii over the ?tionastery ami its apjmrtenanres; ami the 
disputes became so \iolen 1 , that the King dlenry the Second') found 
it necessary to interlere ; by his mediation, and after tlie res|K'iti\e 
cliiiins ol' the parties Imd Ijeeti solemnly a rjmed, during seuual 
da\% in a guat assemblv of prelates ami uobks, the BUiop of 
Lincoln consented to lesigii ail pretensions to sovereign rule, on 
Kceiving a grant of some estate of the annual value of ten pounds**^ 
Ihe Abbofs claim to precedency was eijually disputed; but Ro- 
bert haxiug obtained a confirmation of Atliiaifs grant, from Po|>c 
Alexander the Third, was at last suco sdhl in causing it to be esta- 
blished. Eoheit <lied in October, ami was buried at the 

foot of Abbot Paul, in the ( haptndiouse, which be bad rebuilt, 
together witli noinc other paits of tlie monastic buildings. 

The conti st between the Church and Throne for supreme au- 
thority, was now' at its zenith; and ilenry the Second, who had 
boldly withstood the vengeame of the Papal tiiuiulcrs, kept the 
Ahbaiy varauf for ‘‘oxeial inonlliA; but was then induced, by Gil- 
bert Foliot, Bishop of'i,on<lon, to bestow if 011 Prior Symoud, or 
Simon, who, in June, lid?, was iuvesle(| in the pio|>er habili^ 
lueiits, and cnthioued. Tins Abbot wus in much repute for the 

extent 

h, 

I'ynkurste, (Fingest,) in Buckinghamshire, was made over to (hSi 
Buhbps of Lincoln in pursuance of this agreements 
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extent of hisfeaumij-; awl. !*\ fc«|MOS! -nfral ««| ropu 

istSfonstantlvt>Di}»1<n»<l, lu aild**«l a tmralx-rof «<*r> iwr wid 

^putMe Imh lothelMirj nhirh hi^ pmfete^^>r M 
in the Abbc^. lie timi m ]J <> b ami »>><< stw< rt tlrtl l»\ (i.utniw. 
or Hautifn, a jjaliTO of u/i», tboiiKli of hutnhh Imflir 

I .ul ohtawed much rewnui for t\, hau.mp;, ami a*f onijiltsli- 
lu his time, aij aftciiipl fiijfhs h\ tiu that B/shop ttf 
Lmcohi, to Tt-assume that jui mint ion o%Ci the Abbejy wh»ch lus 
pitdtressor Iwd loabcutul to leltoquish; but tlu*s wa» repelled 
Mith nuirh waiutli the Kiiisj himself, vho then oa a 
to the Abbot, ar conipaiiied by numerous attendants.'^ 

Warria dud in 119 o, and was leiy hllle lanKuhd bj his 
brellirtii, to wlioin be had behaved uifli mucli mtolerunec. He 
bequeathed to his successor, John ot Ibt t Jl, one handled nmiks, 
fot the purpose of rebuihiiug the west fioiit of the Abbey Chuich. 
Tins John, havaig studied at Paris, had utuincd to England with 
the reputation of being a \oiy Puscian ui grammar , a pi rfi ct 
OvkI iu poetiy; and m [diysic, a Galen/’ Soon after lus elertion, 
he began to apply Warren's bequest to its desfuieil use, and com- 
iiunred his operations, by catising the aiuient front to be ^ torn 
down to the ground /f <iven the hard and solid pait of it, whcie 
the niaU rials ‘ were of tile, and the mortal impenetrable. He 
€lid not, howcvei, confine himself solely to tin u-ionstrurtion of 
the west end, but began to enlarge the fabric m tJiat dnec lion; 
and, as the whole tenor of Matthew Paris's relation proses, in- 
voked 

^ The speech of the King is remaikable; Ut energy for < \er iihtjccd 
the pretensions of the ISce of imioln. Bydite)esof God/* ex- 
claimed the inunsed Monaich, I was present at the agreement. 
What 1 % >t, my Eord of Lincoln, that you would attempt ? Do you 
thmk these tilings were done m secret ^ I, mvself, and the most thosen 
men of the realtn# were present , and wlm was them done# is ratified 
by writings the tonfirmod by tlie testimony of 

ihe ndbles, 7 he stinds good , and whoi % ct sets himself 

ii^p )imbat this combats mo. VN hat seek you » 

h the of tfW «Jye/’ Niuiomt fi rmi A'^aiL Pm ts, 

kj 

I MnrHm^j^tUeqcitUii no^tttt iutniumtintuK Man- pAus, 1047 



HEaTMBBSHIllE. 


45 


valvi^l hlmsdf, apd his Monastery, in raaclicmbarras^cnt, from 
the magnitude of the plan on wliichihe work had becai fommenccd, 
•It i:» probable, also, that, during the progress of the building, 
some considerable alterations were made in the dcsigtis first deter- 
mined on, in order that tlic new parts might assimilate with the 
more ornamenlal stsle of ecclesiastical arcliitcdnrc, whicli, about 
that era, was obtaining predominance/ The Imndred marks be- 
queathed by Wanvn, were expended in a very sliort time, toire- 
ther with many more, and that even before the new fomidalioiis 
were raided to tht» level of the ground. This somewhat didieart- 
ened tho Abbot: and his j*>eq>i#*xjty w’^as further i»t iH?ased, when 
he saw that Hugo dc GoWdiT, who ivas at the head of a band of 
musous, (CumcHtiriiJ wlmm be laid hired to carry on the work, 
was aclding many minute, yet very ex|^usivc, carvings and oraa- 
merits: tliis appciirs to have occabioiied some dispute; and the un- 
dertaking was for a short lime abandoiuid. 

“ The Abbot tlica assigned die work to the care of one of the 
bretliien, named Gillie it de Eversholt, and imposed an annual 
tax of ou#» sbeaif of corn foi every acre sown on the Abliey estates. 
This tax was tirst Ic\icd in die third year of John s government, 
and was coiJtinue<l during his wbol#' life, which was seventeen more, 
and for ten years of his sucassor^s; yet (he woik did not advance 
in any niunncr to aebninisfer Joy to the old Abbot, but was a con- 
stant source of grief and sorrow* He offered many presents of 
gold and .s»l\er to any jierson wlm would t'orward the uorfc^ ami 
caused (his offer to bo proclaimed Uiroughout all the lands of the 
Abbey, and soine^C^f tbc diocese; anti haring sent one J, .pfuhu(us to 
travel about with lelics, and pretend, ^ that he hatl been raised 
from the dead by the merits of Alban and Ainj^ihiUalus, and was 
aMe to give good proof of their niirades/ he collected, by this 
illusion, great sums ot' money* but this wnfortunale worlc ahorbtd 
all the supplie^y *^m\. lu the sea drinks up all ri^ier^; and as the* 
sea thereby rei cives no signs of increase, so this work received no 

advancement/' 


^ See the description of Winchester Cathedral, and of the IIojp tal of 
Su Crobs. Beauties, VoL \L 
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.tdt.ineeirtiiff.”* 'I/?*'/ //w' of EwniutU, thv huHtlit^ H'lTf 

ouce >ii<m- hnl U m.is tK'Mn remmiimm! imtlei the 

6ii|>pr»iifond<iiice of W'lHmui Siswroiiio, who is tcconlal to hdve' 
rcccix(*d &u|>[>lks tor can v flip: on the work; though itij pro^ 

gichs was stiU &o slow, that it <ii»l not ml\aiic« Uvo ft»et In height 
111 im;y one 

Tljt‘ eiuhairassiuents occasiosicil b} tiu^f partial re-construction 
and ciilau'Hucul of the Church, weie much iacrcased bv the ex- 
tortions ot kiiig John ; whose tnitiioiis, e\f*u in one yean c^acfed, 
ou diiicHMit pietcnces, uo less a sum tliau eleven luiudrt^cl marivs* 
Some <onsulerable ixtieuse had also been incuried by the rebuild* 
jiig of the Refeetors, and the Dormitory ; the more ancient ones 
having become derajed, and ruinou-*. Ablmt John tlied iulhe year 
rjl I, iiaving tibtaiaed great reputation for ins devotion and sanc- 
tity; so much so, imtecd, that it was recorded of him, that when 
Ik* sang alone, the resjvonses were made by angels! 

^Vilham de Trumpmgfon, the burceeding Abbot, who had de- 
tained his eloctioii by lh<* iiiflueiiee of a pow^erful relation, was in- 
slaltcil ill November, 1'213. In the following imaith, King John 
assembled a council of Iii'^ adherctils in the Ciiaptcr-Hoost*, in or- 
der to coiireit measmes for regaining the authority which he hud 
lost by signing tlie Great Charten Soon afterwards the Alibol 
was V wiled l»y I-ewis, llie Dauphin of Fiance, who icipiired him 
to do homage to liim as to his hmful Soveicigu; but the Abbot 
firmly refusing 1o comply, Lewis swoie to destroy the Ahhey with 
the towm; hut ills ang(‘r being softened by the intercession of 
Saver, Earl of’ Winchester, he consented to delay the execution of 
his vengeance, on the payment of eighty marks. Tiie town and 
Abbey wcie again in great danger, early in the reign of Heiny the 
Thiid, when Falrasius de Kientjf with a bund of desperate fol- 
lowers, coinmittcd many acts of atrocity here, and was ody in- 
duced to leave the place, by a coiitribulioa of one hundred marks.| 

* At 

^ Nevveome’s Hht# of Bu AlbanN, VoL 1. p. gs^ froip'SMatt. Paris* 

t ^ Beauties \ oL I. p,/5. 

{ This was an a |d^|k xtortion : a hide previous vto th»^ and but a 
short time before |ta|^|lof King John, the Abbot had btfon summoned 
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41 ku^th, the goveriini«nit hw»mi»g more seUleiJ, Abbot Wil- 
liam (liredecl liis attention to the Abbey Olmrch ; aikl| besides l)ie 
Vomp/tdfoa ol tlw wi’sl emf, the same, with its roof 

ami ardies/') he nuih a (general rrjvdr of the whole fabrie. He 
altered tlic forms of nmriy of the windows in the side watls^ arnl 
repaucif rtie transept, makingat cacli end a i»reat window, suitable 
in tovm, ami fashion, end Ikbfing, to tite re^t about the Clinrcii; 
bi> that, by the advuniaije of Ihis new light, llie Chmch ic^nned, 
as it w'ere. rebuilt.’' lie al‘>o heightened the tower, and nio^t pro- 
bably nased ou it the small spire that h now standings besides va- 
r>iiig the flat surface, ou the outside, by a kind of pilasfjr. cx^ 
tending from the leads, up the oiiddle of eadi front St. Cuth- 
bert’s in (lie mteiior of 1 !h* edifice, was likewise rebuilt by 

this Abbot, of hewn stone ; and om it a small Dormitory was 
conslriuted. The fmelN-wrought Screen; which still bears the 
name oi'St. Cu(li!*ert, and still exhibits the place of Sb CuthiicilV 
Altar, must also be attnbuletl to him, »•> the style ofllie workman- 
ship dmijonstrates it to be of his age. The names of the artists 
receded to have been coucenied in these ituprovemeub, are 
llhdiard dc Thydeuhaiiger, Treasurer of the Abbey ; Alaltbcw de 
i'arnbridge, Kee{>er of (lie Abbey Seal; and Waller de Colchester, 
SaiTOt : tint iattur was embient in seveial branched of art, as ap- 
pears fn«p Mattlusv Pails, who testifies his excelleure hi painting, 
sculpture. an<l earning. Abbot William died ou St. Mattlieu s 
Day, 12J5 ; but was not buried till the caleuds of Rlarch foliow- 
ing, in ouler that his tiuieml might be iionorgd by a greater assem- 
blage of (lersons. lie was then iuferred in poniificuliius, in the 
centre of the Chapter-house, with a mitre ou his head, globes and 
a ring on his Imtids, his usual staff under his right arm, and san- 
dals on his feet. This seems to have been tlie customary mode of 
iiiternaent for Abbots at that period. 

John of Hertford, tite next Abbot, made aevml comidemble * 
additions to the AbWy buildings, aud, in particular, erected a 
magnificent Hail for the eutertaiiuuent of stransrens; several smaller 

chambers 

to attend a general coatnfil at Home, andi was Obliged by the Pope, to 
pay 100 marks for permission to return hotp^ * 
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ad ilx-u (fpitievie Imh ihrmsiffMnt ; »ti(f e*tipmfcnv timn 
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Of iitmf thfmm without their iicMiwf fw 1550, «s IMIimlwH 
jtcortls, a jjrieat carlinjukike was ft*h in tlm town, and 'ioiufv. 
Jolni of IlertfoRl diwl in Ipiil, 120*0, IwMUff ruied liw Mwni'.tptji 
with mudi honor, duiioff a {Ktiod of fiv«* jeais- in the 
precMliii^ ve.ir, t25.0, the AJdwy had lost one of its iiwM valua- 
hic loendierg, the ccleliraitccl liiitiOfiaa, Matthew Paris. 

Hw racamy «w«M{iplicd by the cfectKwi of Roger ile Norton, 
in whose time St. Alban's was pat into a fertified jialc, and every 
strongly hwmadoed, In omier to prevent the ravages ar- 
fonipsmytj^ the fiarous’ w-ais* Some tumults, however, arose m 
tlie town, rei|««ting tl»e Abbej -mills, which tljo towiiv-^ieople 
wilted to aj^y to the fulling of cloth, contraiy to the will of the 
Abbot •. these differences were atljusted hj lh( mteiferenrp of the 
Queen; but they bad ulrcady ]»ro\ed fatal to (Iregon dr Stokes, 
Constable of Hertford Castle, who rasiily entering the Iowa with 
a tew attendants, and hchaviugwith much iiidisctctkm, was seized 

on, 


* 'fhese, if not the are among the earliest hittorical no- 

tices, that occur m our annah, rc^utmg die lonstrucnwi of thimmes 
in ihw fournty. It were formed at St. Alban’s, 

even prior to thusQ^|H||W describtlby Lilaod, at exutmg at 
Bolton ( astle, in Castle was built by Kitlmrd lo 

Saope, 1 etwecnjfflUIMiiitt and IdbP; but the chunmes b this 
Abbey hai e an aHnHr >y at least twcity yegn. . , , 

t t'ha('8PlESillrIc»1 Aniiq'u'itsof HmfoWlsliire, p. 441. 
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wkh tii bis Miomrs; tmd llieir heads k^ing 
IK)Ie^^ were set wp at the diftereut entrances of the town, 
this outrage* Hie idbi^kiants tmtc anteneed in the sum of one 
bandm) marks, Daritig the time of tliis Abbot* tlie Infirmary 
was fdiiiiU; smd the Church and Monastery were addition- 
ally endMUshed at much eosf: tlie difiererit chambers were aUo 
reiidmd more conveaieui, by tlie eonstmctioii of chimnies and 
do^ts. He died in IQfHh and was interred before tJie High Altar. 

ioJitt of BerldiaiBsted, the twotity-fiflh and succeeding Abbot, 
was fudoe^Uy etigag)e<l hi di mites and compromises with the 
tnmn^ frfi>imetiug tlie claims aad privileges of Cliiirdi: on 
^(miosis, he was to im considerable sums; 

Imt k»gih mwfsasfai ia ebiaimg a cliarter of confinualion 
foom die King, (Edward the firsd,) of all tlie former grants diat 
bad boa0 made b\ hk royal predtacemors. lie died ui 1301, and 
ms swroaaded by John Marym; coneefinmg tj^ 
goi^erttuuept, notiiiug of panticuiair in^it Ims been recorded: oti 
bk dmth, m Bliu>cli« l3od, he was imried oeur the body of the 
k$t Ahhol, befose d«e High AJtar. 

Hugo de Eversden* the iie s,t Abbot* was imoived an many conten- 
tious with the bawMUifiii, us to what privileges die ktter had a right 
to oasoicke iiadepeiwieiitly of hk wHl. In fad, die liWrties of tiiepeO- 
}rie were lieguii at this jieriod to be l>ctter understood than fonnoriy ^ 
md the eiaixftswhkh meia^ every where euforeed agaiiwt liie Church, 
weie little tuore than a ireauuiptioii of natural riglite. They were, 
however, stiongly contested; ami uiaa^ disorders were coifanitted 
before Hie one party was auHicientiy strong to oblige ooinpiiance, 
or Hie other sutficieiitly masonable to r^^diuiqatsh claims which pre- 
seripti<m bad fiwoiod, and the law aHow^d, Hugo w^as twice 
beriqpidin Us Abbey, gwd a»di time during several days, to €om«^ 
imi him to sogu a diaiiter, grautmg ^herty loathe iiihabitantsto 
return Ifirir ovni Rurgossesto ftubameat, to grind Hieir ovm e|!m, * 
to^egnlste asriae of «U fsfjMMlby ^dve snea 
among theiawdves, and amS^r all pleat W ia^sittoiis before 
foe iltneiatii Justiqe^, by a jwy of fshie co^^xuo/te 

iftLout foe adiuialiire of persofisf/rosn a dill^enc 
1805 , ^ J} . ^“-Vkhiage, 
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TUe»c duim^ Hero Umiuously it\sisfed I>\ the Abbot ; 
but the inhabitants sucrectlcd in obtainins: the King’s mil, com- 
niamlintr him to plaec all the lilnuties, piivileges, ami franchist's/ 
of th«» town, ou the same establishment as was recotdefl in Doines- 
ila) Book. This Hits the prelmle to a more complete couressioii 
oil rhe pait of the Ahhot, who, at lengUi, vas prevailed onto 
•iign a deed, hy whiili ceitaiii limits, that bad l>«eu previousK 
agt eul on, were eonsUtuti d the boundaries of the borough; and 
all the leneinculs within the said limib were made burgages; and 
all the inhabitants advanced to the rank of bnrgfs.-*e9, with full 
pov^ers, to tluir heirs and successors, to return two represenlii- 
thcjs to e\irv Pailiainent. The signing of this iiistruraent was 
btrongi) opposed by the Arrlideaeou, ami the whole body of the 
Monks: but on the Abbot represenfting to them tlio danger 
to whiih they would be e3^|)oscd, by oflending the King, they 
at length gave their consent, but not before they had enlere<l 
a solemn protestation against the act* The beautiful, but now 
shumetully neglected, Chapel of Our lady, was built during the 
Abbacy of Hugo, who was assisted in defraying the expense, by 
very liberal gifts from Regfualdtis, an Advocate in (he Court ot 
Rome, but of this town; and likewise by large sums from Walter 
de Langley, and Ali<'ia, liLs wife. The name of William Boyden 
is recordcii as the principal architect. Hugo died in 1326, \ery 
little lamented by his brethren; his concessions m ia\or of gene^ 
la! libel ty liavin*; alienated their esteem. He left the Abbey 
couMdeiably in <lebt; aiLsing in some dcgiec, pcihap^, fiom the 
charges incurred hy the erection of the Chapel of the Virgin. 

Richard de V^ allingford, tlie succeeding Abbot, was the son of 
a blacksmith. Having Ipst his parents at an early age, be was 
noticed for his docility hy the Prmr of Wailingtbrd^ who sent him 
to Oxford, where he very s|y||Mttabied considerable reputation 
for iiis piety tufd learningyCT ^™ ^^ admitted a monk at St. 
Albaifs; and, on tbe d(|j|^M|pgo» was chosen to succeed him; 
but before he could g^^^nWmadoirfi^mthe Pope, was obliged 
to swear on the lloUj^^ls, tlisit he Wpuld pay the sum of 840 
markto^ on a prctei|Pai:Ia«w of arrears l^ibe of a visi- 

tation. 
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t ttion. llirs \hbot was a ^cry hiHvc^^bftil ilrfond'i of iht^ claims 
i)t Ins Cliuuli, }>y *bo polu'Y of his condmt, ohlaiued fiom 
* the jKa,>I<\ a form \\ Mvnvndor of all Iho j)ii\drfms thov had 
fiojn <lo !!^v<*rscltni, loi^cthrr \\illi all their cha^ttr^ 

and ieeoid» ol whalevor kind. Hr died in ) J T), and was interred 
ittar his humediatc predmssoi’-. Wallinglord was a pioficirnl in 
most of tlie lihenti and was also a \ory media- 

iiio lie eonsliurfnl an astunmninal clock, called uUhioii, ot 
wlinh Iceland cjhes the tollowm^ infoiestinij: desctipfion, partly 
ihawn up from an inspection ol the clock itself, and pailly dciived 
fiom a tract <oiictmni£t it whrh \\a|]if*irf<nd had writfeo, and 
whkli Lctand had seen in thclihrarv of Claie Hall, at ('ambndjue. 

Willing,’' sd\s our author, S|>e'al4«i" of the M>bof, to give a 
miraculous pi oof ot his genius, of lis Icaruing, and of Ids inauiiul 
^>])emrious, with great laboui, sn^eater exj)ense, and xeij great 
ail, he formed such n iiibric of a (’’lock, that ail Euiopc, iti my 
opinion, aninot '-hu.: ofu tr(}7 '^evond to it; whether you note the 
coidM of tht sun and tnooHy or the Jtu'd staes ; and whether 
you coTiriiler, ag«tin, the increme or decmise of the sea, or 
thi lines, iiuih the flirts and deoKmuraiian^^ almost inhnkil^ 
diversified, ami when he had completed a work «/v uo; My of 
nnmtrtaUtij, he wiote and publnlud in a hook, as he was the •verp 
fii 4 oj all Oa maih ii if mans of los .^mc, » set of canons, lest so 
tine a piece of inetliauisin slmidd he loweied in the erroneous opi- 
nion of the inonk>, (»i shouhl lie stoppvl in its inoAeiuenls from 
their igiuiraince hi iheoid^r of its shucture/’1 

Michael de Meufimm^ the mic< ceding Mihot, nia<le many new 
logulatioiis for the Ix'tler goveinnnuit ot his Mouaistery . he also 
icpaia^l the aoutb patl of the transept, tlicioofof whidi, with 

D 2 part 

* Many ianaaee* of uipiilar exaction ocewr io the unnaU of the 4b-* 
hots i and> In fact, the^ 0f&emn of ihe Papal See appear to have 
seized with avidity every pppori unity tlm ijould fhrnish them with a 
pretence for extortm|j,linomiy. 

t Lcland dc l^rlp. Brit* 404, 405; as translated by Whitaker, llirt. 
of St* Gerihan’s, \'o]* II. p. 34d* t 
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part of the tvall, iravhig been rotted by the wet, had faUcii tluiing 
the time of Hugo de Eversden. He died in the year X349, a vie- 
lim to the dreadful |wstilence that v as then backing its course with 
destrurtion o\er the greatest part of the globe The Prior, Sub- 
Prior, and niam of tlie mmates of the Mouasteiy, died ut the same 
perio<l, and of the same virulent disease. 

Thomas De la Maie, the thirtietlt 4bbot, son of Sir John De la 
Maie, Kut. and Joanna, daughter of Sir John dt Har|)sfidd, K?it. 

related to many illustrious iauahes; aud had bun admitted 
Into this \bl:M?y when a youth* l!c commenced his studies at the 
Cell of Wymondham, in Norfolk, wheie lie cufthated the art of 
ihctoric urfh such success, tliai his skill there iii ivas a priiuipal 
can^c c»f his fiiture advancement* Tor some years pievious to the 
death of IMeutiiiore, he had been Prior of the Cell at Tannouth, 
m Nortlminbcrland; mul in that situation had entertained the 
Scoltidi Etul Douglas, after the latter had been made prisoner at 
the battle of Neville’s Cross. De la Mare u^as in high fa\ or with 
Eduaid the Third; and at lli^ lequcsb made a gemraHisilation 
of tlie Benedictine ftlonasteries throughout the kingilom, with a 
skw to correct the Iiregulaiitics, and depravities, into which inu- 
iij of them had fallen. Undei a license from the same King, he 
also sUrromided the Abbej with a ^tone wall, in place of the aucieut 
bank of earth uliich had inclosed the Ablic*} pieciiKt^, but which, 
on several occasions, had prosed an iiisulheient iMiiiei, 

The insurrection which bioke out in the fomtli soar Of RJehard 
the* Second, and under those popular Icadeis, Wat Tyler, and 
Jack Straw, tlireateiied a complete subversion of all epsling esiu* 
bbshments, proved fruitful source of danger to this Abbey ; but 
the prudence of the Abbot, uMlpiii>lyhig witti the dentands of the 
insurgents before they pre^pi^d to evtrenaties, efb^ted its secu- 
rity. 

^ The date (l34iJ)«‘^tthy’^Weevcr pi his epitaph for this Abbot, is 
erroneous j though ]^™%iiii^e^cphcitl^ both by Chiuncy and 

by Salmon: th^ corrected, will read thus: 

l^ic laci^e 9)|9ici)acb qiuontiaiitSlbiiai^f^ujdi^^ena^* 

tern inMpeoittmf 
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rity. Many of tliosip deuiajuU, mdeed, >\erv in tlaemselvcs pcifi < t- 
ly comoiiant with e\cry principle of le'tuon and of justice; yeJ, 
mar iiiienningled willi otliers of a inoic questiorwble nature, and 
uifh some, perimpu, undeniably hostile to the %vry basis of social 
iulercouise, they assumed a foun and tcxtuie but ill lalcuUted to 
support the dutability to which Ihcy Ukl cliiui. The < ont^iijgitni 
had widely spread, and the uduiW^nts on most of the umuois be- 
longing to the Abbey, put in their ie}HTli\e claims to partk ular or 
to geueial exeiii[)tious. In the theii slate ol the kingdom, denial 
was ill the highest degree dangerous; yet the boons tlms extorted, 
were of little advantage to the possessors; tor the principal nral- 
rontents having fkilen, either on the scaflbld, or in tlie held, the 
King issued a proclamation, commanding that all persons, uhcthei 
Imud or free, who owed any tuiit oi set vice to the \bbot and Con- 
vent, should perform tlie same in the customary manner, under 
jmin of ft)rfiii(ure ** of all that tlrej had to lose,"* besides being .su|)- 
Jected to f|Lirll)jer [lumsfiment. So great, however, had been the 
disorders in this town, th^t llirliard thought it expedient to attend 
the trial of the riiigleiidm in peison, and came higher v^ith iiie 
Chief Justice, Tresilian, and a guard of lUOO bowmen and sol- 
diers. Fifteen or eighteen of those who were considered as the 
chief rioters, were executed; and afleiwaids hung in chains, in 
tapormn* Still foiliicr to prevent any futine commotion, the King 
obltgevl all the tonmions of the countv/' between the ages ot* 
fifteen and three score, to attend liim in the great court of the 
Abbey, ^ iwake oath to behave asfeiHifuI subjaN, 

and neVni) Urom thue# rise or dusturb the public peace; but 
ruliieir to ^ riiaa to iSriloiv' tiiosc who would excite Ilm/U to 
rcbefliom^ 

De la Jfare is recorded to have expended 40001. tn adorning 
his Churdiv; but it is probable that tlie cx[“>ense of re^builduig the , 
great gate of the Abbey^ blown down by a violent 

high w|r)4f IS included in this sum. He also buil|t a house for 
the cppyistSi imd new jpaved the western i>art of the Church. Ijle 

D 3 died 


noUindicd, Vjut, II. p, 438. 
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died in the year 1396 » at (he age of ciglity-eiglil ; and was l>urio(( 
ju the Choir, habited in his best and richest vestnients* The spot ^ 
of his uiteniieut is yet pointed out by a large slab, inlaid with 
line brasses. In his time, (he service of the Church appear.^ 
to have been in the very zenith of its splendour: the habiliments 
were of the most costly and gorgeous kind ; the cups, an<l other 
vessels, were of gold, or silver, emionsly wrought ; llie crosses 
were s^t with tiie most pmiotis stones ; the altars well lhrnislie< I 
with rich vials af id patines; and> in short, every method was eui* 
ployed to reader the cclebralion of dhine worsiiip attractive by its 
brilliancyj autl impressive from its magnihreiu e. 

John De la Moote, the succeeding Abbot, obtaiiied ^‘a!ious new 
privileges for his Monasteiy, from the court of Rome. lie con*- 
sti'ucted a new chamb<?r for (he Abbot, at an cxj)cus4; o(’ more 
than 60() marks, re-built part of (he cloisters, and increust'd the 
monastic buildings by other additions. Various edilkes were also 
constnicted tinder his direction, on many of the granges ami ma- 
nors belonging to the Abb^y; and the mansion of the Abbots at 
Titteahaiiger was begun by liim, thougli it was not completely 
finislied till the time of John of Whetlmmsled, In this house 
De k Moote was seized with a pleurisy, and being removed to bis 
Abbey, he died there three days atterwards, on St, Martinis Day, 
MOO.^ His successor, William de lleyworth, governed the iMo- 

pastery 


In the time of John De la Moote, the Ablx)ts of Westnimsteratteinpf- 
cd to assume the upperihost seat in Parli iment, contrary to the grant of 
precedence made by Pope Adrian the Fourth to Robert de iGorham, 
Abbot of St, .Alban's;^ and thew' being frequently repented, 

were eventually successful, the register of these t ran - 

sactkns made by John of id ; this is given by INewcome, 

in the following Richard the Second, who 

was a great promoter ot \\ esi minster, the Parliament then 

sitting, John Moote, Abbot of Sr. AlbaiPs, took his proper 

seat F viz. the first ^JHwermo'ft, d he Abbot of Westminster coming 
iq lare, xm^e' to m m that place, but was hindered by 

■ Moote } 


f See jk|e, 43. 
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iiAbtei-y wllli much prudence till tlie year 1421^ wlicn lie tesigued 
liis office on being promoted to the of Lichfield. ^ 

• John of Wbetliamsted, who was chosen Abbot on the death 
of Heyworlb, very early directed Ins attention to tlie state of the 
Abbey Church; and, by bis influence with the great, procured 
some large sums lowaids putting it into repair, and furnishing it 
with additional oruaaicnts. The nave of the Church was new cell- 
ed and painted; the choir was repaired, and a neat Chapel erected 
in it for die Abbot's buriabplace: the Chapel of the Virgin was 
also fi-esh painted, and further embellished ; the cloisters were new 
glazed, with painted or stained glass, representing a series of sub- 
jects from Scripture Ilistoiy: the Bakedioiise, wlricli Abbot Paul 
had left standing, was re built, together with tlie Infirmary : a new 
Libra! Y w as constructed ; and various otJier improvements were 
made in the monastic edifices. The l>eautiful mouument, in me- 
mory of Humphrey, Duke of fUocester, was also cou&tructed dur^ 

D 4 " tug 

Mooie; and this attempt wa^ repeated many times after, and as often 
repulsed by Moote, and Westminster took another sear. But one day, 
Moote being absent, and his place supplied by his Prior, Westminster 
came, and a great dispute arose; the Abbot claiming, the Prior defend- 
ing. Henry, Earl of Northumberland, perhaps, on relerence to him, 
said, that ‘ the late Abbot, Ihomas De la Marc, of St. AlbaiPs, who 
died in 1390, having been absent for ten years by reason of ivifirniiry, had 
lost all ri^ht, and that others had sal above him ad libititm' 'i'he Prior 
appcale4/^l0; tlie l^ords who had seen these things ten years before; and 
these the Duke of Buckingham, the Lord Scrope, and Wilhani 

de Wykehaih. Ibese noble Lords, unwilling to olFend the King, by de- 
termining against the Abbot of Westminster, referred it to his Majesty, 
with a request that he would save harmless all the rights, privileges, 

, and immunities, of his ancient and royal Monastery of St. Alban. The 
King decreed, that the two Abbots idiould take tlfe seat^ alternately,, 
day by Aay : but the Abbot of St. Alban, being* qfteni absent,' by reasoe. 
of distai^ce, suid Westminster being nearat fiand^fe the advan- 
tagq, seated himself at pleasure; and Wifriani iley worth, who 
succeeded Mdote, contei^ling himself with a comciousness of having nmst 
learnings » ever asserted '^t anc right, nor moved the question more,’* 
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aie cl^pnt ^nm alo, »!«* »!»«“ '•* , 

hytery^ ivsts designed and bc^na und^F hi^ dktidiottp Hit IwsitffiS at 

ciirVed ou It <>ver the diwitwa^ri* 

The limitations^ enaeted liy the Statute of Sfortiiiaia, had pro* 
Rented Ais CImrclij lu coniiooii with all otbem^ from Iteoefiting 
«o iijui’li by the gifts of tlie devout, the ostentations, or the re- 
pentant, as it had done previously to the passing of that Statute* 
Tlie desire of ecclesbslics to increase their possessions was, how- 
ever, still ardent; and various subterfuges were practised, to prevent 
the penalties of the law from being enforc'd on the estates Aat 
yet continued lo be given* Whethainsted apju'ars to have l>ecn 
engaged in some tnmsaetioiis of this description ; and though, by 
a subtle iwlicy, he had procured grants from the Ciuwn of all the 
proj)erty thus acquired, lie found it exjiedient to solicit the Uojal 
pardon: this wa«^ granlnl, and oontinned by the Parliament, and 
^by a most singular kind of phraseology, it incluth s a complete 
indemnity for many of the worst crimes that d^^»ra^e human nature ; 
crimes too, which there is every reason to Indieve the Abbot never 
had in coiiteiiiplation.'^ bliortly afterwards, (anno 14 10,) the ap- 
proaching troubles of the stale, and the reverse of fortune, which 
seemed impending over his best friend, Humphrey, Dulw of Glo- 


^ This pardon was obtained in the twentieth }far of Henry the 
Sixth; its tcnoi is as follovss. ** We ha\e pirdoncd uiUo the sani John, 
Abbot of St, Alban’s, the suit of our peatx:, w hicU bcltwigs utuo us, against ^ 
him, for all treasons, murder'., rapes, rebelliohs, insunttiions, iclonies, 
cofisplrncies, and other transgressions, extortions, mispi rsions, ignorances, 
contempts, concealments, and dectptions, by him in anywise perpe- 
trated before the 22cd, of hepttmbor, m the twentieth > ear of our reign, 
and also any outlawry that shall j^e been published against him on 
these occasions* i^rovided, nev^j^lfeleas, the said Abbot appear not to 
be conversant in ^ the mystery ^coining, nor be a multiplier of coin- 
age, nor a clipper of our monby, nor a common appro\er, nor a noto- 
rious thief, nor a felo% wlfcliad abjured the lealm : but so that he 
stand rech^s in curia uosb^J^ny one should question him in the pre- 
misses**' Ne^come's Sf, lu bJa* 
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center, induced Wbethainsled to and thh he did, tliougft 

cmitrary to the ijetsuaMOiw of ail his mona^'tw' brethren. 

The next Abbot m» John Stoke, ofuhomhttlehreiorckd, * 
but tlvdi he held the privilege*^ of tlw Abbey with afreble hand, and 
kiiffereci ith possessions to he wasted by the interior inmates. In hn 
lime, the Duke of Glocester died, not without strong sus|Hcions of 
\ioIc»ce, and was interred In the Abbey Church, in tlw* vault where 
n few of his bones may vet be seen by the curiotis visitant. On 
the death of Stoke, iii J4>I, Wbethamsled wtte again made 
Abbot, and continued to govern tlie Mmiastery witfi exemplary 
ihscrelioD fill the year ^i6% wrhni be also experiem ed tlieconch 
inou fate ot all nmukiiul. 'Ha perio«l of his second rule was that 
cxenttnl era, whali of every other, perhaps, that occurred during 
die <lisaslrous struggle between the fiottsea of York and La»icas<er, 
was most deeply sliaded with liuinan bi<K>d« Two battles w^^re 
fought iu tins town !>y the rival patti/aus, and both of them 
weio o\fix*inch sanguiiiarv . 

Tht lust battle of St, All>aifs was fought on the twTuty-third 
of Mav, 1155/ the King hnmelf, the meek*S})irited Henry the 
Sixth, being present. This ill fated Prince, wlio, fipm tlie re- 
cesses of Ins heart, could exclaim, * that he had iUHeii upon evil 
days/ had set out fioui the Mefrojndis with about 2000 nien, ap- 
pamiitly willi the desiun of inipditig the piogrcss of the Duke of 
\oik, wlio was inai clung fioin the north, accompauied bj the 
Kails of Warviick and Sahsliuiy, and a Iwdy of alrout OOOOfaaidy 
soldiers. The Duke, who had not jet advanced his clabn to the 
Throne, eiwanipcd on the ea^t sale of llie town, in Key -field; 
wliile the King occupied the town itself, and fixed hfe standard at 
a spot called Gosclow, in St. Peters Street. The avcwved [)ur|>osc 
ol tlic Yorkists, was to seixe, and bring to trial, Edmund Beau- 
fort, Duke of Somerset, %^ho bad bem impeached of-Kreasoii by 
the House of Commons, aiwl committed to the IVwer, but was 

afieiwjrds 

^ ChaunCy erroueoudy the date H45, for the year m 

ubu'h thi«t bade W4s scu Hist of ll^rts, p* 110? he has aho 

m ulc vaaus iiror in die times of the accesdon, ^c, ol the Abbots. 



ijEnTroniisinrcE^ 


oS 

afffiwarth ioka<»otl in <lespito of the inipeaduiiciit, by flic in/Iu- 
cncc of tlio Queen, ISIargaret of Anjou. 

Wlicn tlu* as^ appear«t from IJolIinshc<h heard of th^ 

DuUeS ajipioacli, he sent the Duke of Buckin/^lmin, Mitli «onie 
other uohlemctj, to iiuinire tlie reason of his cominj:; in tliat iioslile 
manner. Tlio Duke answorwj that, ‘ he and his urun ^^CH‘ tlio 
Kini's fait 1)1 ul i^ei^e subjects, and intended no harm to Ins Majests ; 
but only desiicd I hut he noidd dclnei up the Duke of Somerset, 
who had lost ^^^)^ua^d}, taken no eaie to pies4*r\e <«as4Wj[ue, 
and had bum.ht the reithii into its jnesuit misendde condition 
they would tlieu return to llieir countries, without ti'onhle or breat h 
of peaic; olhemi.se the} would latlur die in the fuld, than siiilli 
a continuance of this giievancef 

As the Duke of SonieiM t was then with the and was him- 
self at the head ot the Koyal coum iK Ihk demand was not ac- 
ceded to; and both jiatlits prepared to tiy fbor stieajj;th in 
battk. The bariieis» of the town weie well defended 1>\ tlie 
Ro^’nUst*^; and the a'^suuUmade on the side next S(» Peters St i eel, 
1)} the Duke of Yoik, juovc^duasuecessful; till the Pail of Waivnrk, 
with a chosen liand, forced an entrance on the gaideu side, in 
Ilohwell Street ; and, b) the tenor of his name, Ins soldiers shouf- 
ing, * A \\arwkk! a WarwkkT and the vigor of his onset, oldiged 
his opponents to gi^e way. Thus aided, the Duke was enabled 
to o\erpowcr the force ojiposoil to him at tiie buiriers; anil, afler 
a short, but sanguinary, conflict in the sheets of the town, the 
Royal army was defeated. The King himself, Injiig cniirely de- 
serted, and wounded in tlie neck with an arrowy took ufuge in a 
small house, or cottage, where lie w'as afterwards discovered by 
the Duke of York, and by him coucincteii to the Abbey. Tlie 
slain on the King^s part amount^ to about 800 : among them were 
the Duke of Somerset, the l^s of Stafford ami Northumber* 
laud, John Lord Clifford, §ir Robert Vere, Sir Rertiii EntwyseJ, 
Sir William Chamberiai», Jlkhard Forleseuc, and Sii Ralph 
Ferrers, Knts^ ^iiy esfpfues and gentloinem About 

buo of the Yorkists kilkd not any person of distinction, 
however, is recordcciina have fallen on this side. The bodies of 
^ the 
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sliin \vm mostlv intf*rred af '•'f. Pcf<Vs; |»t»f those <tf ihoprith 
rijval iiohle.s weu*, at the iiiU*rreS'*io« onMiethauipsIcMd, im iud 
Into the Abbey Clmreli; ami, aifter their obsequies had been so- ' 
leiuuK |WTibnne<l, they were inferred lu the Chvtj^el of the Vii«;hi, 
"rhul the hud not ut fust somj;tit lefugc in the Abbe\, \\as 

eonsideied as a fortunate oenirrcace, sh in tlat ca^c it was sup- 
post d it would h*a\e been pUiiideied, as the town was, by the 
Victorious purtv. 

The sero'id battle of St. Albaifs was fouii'ht on Shrove Tuest lay, 
the veveureenlli of IVlmmrs, Ubi. The Duke of Vork had l>oeu 
lediitK defeated and slain at \V tkeficld, in VorWiIie; hut his 
tiaiins to euipiie, which the 1*44 hainent had admitted, devoKin^ 
on Jus son IMuaid, Earl of March, were now* assei ted with addi- 
tional ^ellerl^e»ct^ The adiidiiistration of /[government w»as still 
earned on in tlie name of Hears the Sixth, but as he w^as a mere 
instiument in the hands of the Yoikists* his high spiutedQmea 
eniploVod eveiy means in her power to repiin her lost autho- 
rity, anti to rescue her weak partner from bondage. Her suc- 
cess at the halt hi of Wakefield had iiis|)ired her with firm 
liojies of an eventual Uiumpli; and 4\e advanced towards the Me- 
tiopoUs, whoie the Earl of W^uwirk goveiued in the absence of 
the Euil of Maicli, who was then rccniiting his army in W ales, 
Warwick, liaving leoeived intUligence of her advance, iputted 
London with a stiong force, carrying the King with him. On 
ai living at St. Allmn's, ho found that the Queen's army had 
taken post on Bernard Heath, on tlio north-east side of the 
town; and his funes wcie quickly attacked by a strong pnriy, 
which advancing to the market-place, was there rejHilsed, ami 
driven back on the main body. The fight then became more g«iie- 
ral, and the Yorkists for some time jimintauicd their ad vaiUi* go; 
but the vail not being pioperly suppoitetl, either from want of 
skill, or treachery, on the part of an mfeiior otticer, W’usat iengih 
obliged to give way ; and the panic spre^idiiig thiougii ali the lanks, 
Margaret obtained a complete victory. Between two and tlnee 
thousand of W^arwick's army were slain; one of whom, Sir John 
j^rey, of Oroby, first husband to ElixalHilh Widville, had liecii 

knighted 
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koil^tcid hy the Ki»g, M C^lmy, the puvediujr day. Warwick 
fled lo the Earl of March: the other noblemen, tliJit fought on 
his dde, dispersed in dffierent directions, except the lord Bonn* 
\iUc, and Sir Thomas Kyrieli, who renudnetl wHtli the King on as* 
surance of safety; but they W'ere afterwards belieaded by the 
Qtiee»*s order. 

When the King was in a manner left alone, without any 
guard, Thomas lioo, Esq. a man well learned in languages, and 
well read in the law, advised tlie King to stmd a messenger to the 
Northern Lonk, ami let them know, tluit * he would gladlv come 
to them; for he knew they were his friends, and met to ser\e him * 
The King approving it, appointed him to cany the message, who 
first delhered it to the Earl of Nortlinmlmrlond, and reluming 
back to the King, brouglil seieial Lor<k with him. Tliey con* 
wyed the King first to the Lortf ClrfFor<rs teiib that stood next lo 
the place wheie the King's army had encamped. Thes then 
brought the Qncen, am! her son, Prince Edwaid, to him, nhom 
he jojfttlly received, embracing, ami kissing them, and thanking 
Ood, who had restoied his only son to his jH>sses.^ion. The Queen 
caused him to dubb the Prmce a Kiiigltl, with Ihiity ollitr jKr* 
sons, whkb the day before had fought raliantlj on i.er part, then 
they went lo the Abbey, where the Alibot and Monks lecentd 
them aith hymns and songs, brought them to the high altar, tfien 
to the shrme, ami thence conveyed them to tlic ibamber in uhn h 
the King was wont to lodge. The Abbot moved the King and 
Queen to restrain tlie northern men (of whom the Queens army 
was chiefly composed) from spoiling the town; and procianmlsiOii 
was made to thatcflect; but it availed nothing; for tli^ Queen 
bad covenanted with them, that they should have the iitender and 
spoil of thdr enemies after they bad passed Oic ris4r Trent, and 
they spat^ not any thing that they found that was'fit for them to 
carry away."'* the mvnges thus coiniiutted, were the piineipa! 
causes of fhe Subi^iiait ill success of the Queen; for many wfm 
had been iadhed to nflpjiid lier asMstaiice, now begun to waver, 

andi 


Chauncy^s IIcrtf<^rdilJi^e, p. 447* 
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mn} held back, lest they sliould (fieimelves coiitrihute to the ex# 
tension of the rapine which tnaAed this period of tlie civil war 
ft'itli more than its accustomed calamities# Tl>e rapid approach 
of the Ear! of INiarrh, and the evident dynciination of tlie Lorn 
<lotiers to aid her progress, again induced her to retreat to the 
north; and she quitted St Albaifs a few da>s after tlic hatfle, 
li^arly in the following mouth, the Earl of March was proclaim* 
id King, hy the stjle and title of Etiward the Fourth. He had 
previously made an to the jmople^ whom he had caused to 

as«.eiiibled lound him for the purpose in St. John's Fields; and 
t)n^ {Kipular voice i>eit}g cowhmied l>y an asscinU^ of the moj^t 
distinguished {leisonages thtui lesideiil in London aud its vicinity, 
he mounted tlie riirone. The bailie of Tow ton, however, was 
siiH to l»c huight; yet even here, the star of his foitune obtamed 
the asteudancy, and he became fully |>oss»csbed of sovereign power. 
In a sul)sequenl parliament, a genend bill of uttaimler wits passoii 
agiiifiii the chiefs of the lUtacastriaiis, their estates were sei^edt 
and tiiitr persons proscribed. Even the imlsieBsions of some of 
those w!io were now no more, but who, when living, luid favored 
the LancaHtrian hiterest, ww a4it»dged to be forfeited to the 
Chown. Among the estates included by this ordinance, was liie 
ihiory of IVmhtoke, with all its lands, rents, goods, and nppurte- 
luuiccs,” wliicli had been given to the Abbej of St. Albau by 
iliuiiphrey, Duke of Glocester. To prevent the nesutnption, 
Alibot 'VVliethamsted had a bill brotight info the l^p|>er House, 
and 1)\ the influence of George Neville, Bishop of Exeter, who 
was then Clmiicelior, his claim was admitted; mid on the iw^eaty* 
second of December, in the «>ainc year, dm King contirm* 

ed, by his letters patent, tlie said Frioiy, and all its dciie^ideiickts. 
to the Abbot uiul his t»ucGCs$ors for^cver. Tim wa* not the only 
favor which the uddiess of Whetbamsted procored for lus Mo« 
misteiy froin'tiie inwv Sovereign, to Whom? m the ensuing year, he 
pt esented e ):^tition on the impoverished state of 'die Abbey, the 
mvetiue$ of trad modi deerc^ased through the dhltractions of 
the times. Hie King, having taken the petition into consideration, 
granted a new charter dT privileges, by which tile civil pmver of 
1 the 
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a V\ c/* the Kim^, in the woiJs of, thr < !) trier, ** being wining 
to succour the said Abl)cy, and all the possessioni thereof, as much as in 
us lies, and all the possessions to tnaintain and support, and rather to 
augment than diminish; and also l<>r the inward devotion which we bear 
and have for that glorious mart)^r, iSt* Alban, to whose honor the Church 
is dedicated, b^htg willing to adorn the said Abbey with divers liberties, 
franchises, privileges, and jjtimunities^ of our special grate, and to the 
honor of our blessed Lord Jesus Christ*, tlie Holy Mary, his mother; of 
the siiid St, Alban; and of ail the Heavenly court; have granted, and 
by'this our present charter, do grant, f r us and our licirs, as (in as in 
us lies, to God and the Church of St. Alban, to our beloved in Chri.4, 
John, now Abbot, and the Convent of the same place, and to tlieir 
successors for ever, that they shah hive cognizance of all, and ai! man- 
ner of picas, atising or touching of lands or tcnemeins, within their lowm? 
of Si. Alban, IJarnet, and Watford, and also the hundred of niul 

ail tiieir whole liberty of St, Albans and also of assizes of novel-disf.eivin, 
mort-anccstor, certificates. and attaints of the said lands and tenements 
as before us and our heirs, our justices, and those of our heirs assigned, 
to take asdzes in our county of Hertford, Middlesex, or ehcwiietc, ta- 
ken, or to bt? taken, arrained, or to be arrained, or other our justices, c»r 
of onr heirs, begun, or to be begun; and also of attaints, dchn, ac- 
compts, trespasses, covins, contempts, deceipts, and of ali uiiicr what- 
soever.plcas and plaints, reah personal, or mixt, and pleas ot the Cp-wn, 
within the towns^' hundred, and liberty, aforesaid, any uianner o( way 
arising, dr hcnc*efor\vard to arise; %vher€of the cognizance of tlu* same^ 
or of any of them, to m or our heirs, or to our courts, or of our heir,j 
doth belong, or in any manner of wise, odght, by the aforesaid Abbot 
and Convent, and their succe$i©r|| or their attorney or attorneys in this 
behalf, before such justices, to time, as the case shall requirt;, 

to be challenged, and bcfo cfej d^ ^ fe'xvard of the said Abbot and Con- 
vent for the timp being, town of St. Alban, or elkj where 

within the liberty aforesa^ ^y where it shall please them, to be bolden 
and dctermiiiedi' said StevVitd, for the time being, 

shall hear and 2 tnd singular, the said things^ according to 

the exigency of within the said town of St. Alban, or clse- 

wheVt 
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Sliintlv MUi th<* ^vjrnmn of this rlhirti^r, Wlu'tlwnMod 
aad v\aw I>n W illuun Alban oi 'j:;<nernmoiit not 

•Ihv inNMHliin; jHtth.ilais ai<‘ j<*(<)idul, IbMiKfl in Jir^O'; und 
\\ ilium Jtiin ilffiiL thr FjiOK ujn <1/0x 71 Ifh ^luce-^ir. in bh 
n/no fill braufiliil Si ti (71 at llie alt t nas tiiuslir(f, at the ex- 
{»( 7 h<‘ (d* J 100 nuib>. but tin* luo^t iaii^ouaut (*veuU ix'jljaps, that 
orcun< 7 l nmbn* hi\ mb*, w.u tin* iiUrodiictnni into the Monasters, ot 
the art of piinliitjr sutli fu^b* Imh'n '\hi<h but a tew jear^ bsfore, 
ihicl b<*eii !> ou^’ht into nugland b> Caxlon. The liisl inn/k priuled 
licit \sa>a vnail qtuito, Iwarin^ the follovshig title: a </ noui 
inraus /(W.r, Jt Sarm/it ord* ^^,fwrum, lm]K u'^, Vdlam Si* 
Alhau)^ 1 bSO. In the sanicM'Ai were printed * Albafi Lihti nio- 
dm am siiraijn uadi/ A(. and * huiptunt Bit^mpla Smr(Jt 
In I iSl apjuared * la Anstutihs Pht/vea ; bins in/ and tsso scur^ 
attersvaidH, ‘ TIu Sf. Athaa\ Chroaule;* pait of uhhdi had be(*n 
Ix toie printed by ('axton; the other part was a bclectioii, intituled 
‘ r> /t//o 71v//;n7 wn.‘l The cckbraled book binie iulituled I'he 

Ceiillemau% 

^\hrte wiTlihi the hheity afoiesaid, «o that none of otir iui»t»css, or of our 
h( shall anyways in(eum*dd]e witlun iherov^ns, huadied, 

'U libcity afon said, or any parcel thcieof/* Ac. Hv ihe same chr- 
Tei, the Abbots wcic emj)o\\cncd to appohn liuiroun justices, whe^e 
auihunt) s],ould he iiidcpendeiil ot all others in tht l.ingdom , and ah<> 
to have a ^aol, “ sUclv lo keep f< Ions, and other male f acton, until from 
th<‘ bajiit, .licciuhii'; to the law and custom of our realm of England, 
th< ) bt c]( hveud.” 'I hey were hkesvne pnvileged to have witlun tl e 
said io\vn>, hundttd, intl liberty, assav and asdte of bread, wine, 
beer, meat, and ail other vkluab, measiucs and weights whatsoever/’ 

^ Kewcome dates the accession of this Abbot in MfiO; but this ins 
own narration proves to be inaccurate ; Chauncy fixes jt m i4(;4; v^t 
several Circumstances concur to render it piobabic that the real date 6C 
his election was i4od> 

t Ibis Chronicle wastc^printed by Wytiken de Wotdc* at Westmin* 
Mer, in 14 P7 j lie himself mentions in the title, that it was compiled 
in a Doke, and also emprynted by one, sometyme scolc maystcr of St, 
Albon's/’ 
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Rmr4^'ion, *«lurh «*«■♦ tW laih 

J«Um« Piioiu'v* ofSofw.U Nmttw^n. *»n aiw |Hant«l Iko- 

li,„ »n ml Wi.« : «l '!«■ “••'•>■ <•«' ■•'"”»'■■ ■«' 

p^a„ ™. I, >l™k of Ihi' Al,i«'>. 0»l i' bIW. ky 

Xii^ontuWi. conliHmdHl im» nilh Johi llerliwK 

wh 0 w«is iieir about bait « vHiUiry atien'^arcfe. lltr latUT 

ptintad ‘ Tbe mul Vussmi o4 Sc’mi Alban; as il h<Hl bt*Ht tran- 
slated fioin the 1 lencli and Ljilin, hy John lA<ii;atc, rfW>m<e<! 
Idtmkot Bur>. Wallm)£^ow| la An<!usit, i4H4‘, ami was iii- 
hMre<l ill a small Oiaiielt whidi lie Imrl Irnih Un th< fHirpo&c near 
the Ui^b Altai; but tbis has lieau to’j;olf»ei nith his 

fond)/ 

Duiinirtbe tiaics af the three Abbots bis! luenlioned, Hi'ins tfic 
Sivtb, ami bldward the Foiirth, were lietimntK eaterttnmcl »t 
Albans, but alitMriheir rteatijs^ tk* of the was in 

a g^reai saeasiire widiUrawn, In the short m^n id llirlmril the 
Thirds the Abbey rtwjv^d some slight manifesUtioi} oi Uo\al 
lindness; but hh successor, Henry the Seventh, appears to liave 
kept tlie t€>i»|M>ralities in his own hands till t!ic year lt5)C, w^lim 
be ;>efm)Ued Thiniias Kainryge, corruptly speit Umimdge, to l#e 
nppoinred Abboh How long he continued in this office h uiicer- 
tam, as scarcely miy of the records of hb govennnent ar<‘ known 
to exist That he was Irting till tliig twenty -second of Henry the 
Seventh, (anno 1507,) is evinced by a lental of lands ami tine- 
inents pm chased by him iu that year if Newcome imagines that he 
survived till 152;!^ ** wlicn Wolsey, tbeu Hislui)> of Wmcliestei, 
Ardihidic^ of York, Chancellor cd‘ Eiiglamh the Tope's la^gale, 
and oCardiii*!^ thought proper to rewgu his bishopiic, ami take this 
Abbey iu fmmeudarn"* lie was mterred wiibm a most elegantly 
carved monutiieiit, or Chapel, wiiidi be laid built for tlie pm pose 
in 1fee<hoir* 

Wohey 

^ See Neivcom p. 3P£I. Chapel and tomb cost 

lODL onjl|HK^ wav a marble effigies of the Abbot. 

ISme^f St. Alban's, Appendix, No. X. 
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Wolscy B supposed to hare applied the revenues of llie Abbev 
in aid of Ibe charges incurred in founding bis iwo new Colleges at f 
•Osfonl atnl Ipswfch ; bat wbeti he was convicted on the slatute of 
IVcnitmire, in October, IS'JP, all his projicrty was declared forfeited 
to the lung, Henry the Cightli. On his obtaining a pardon in the 
.succeeding y ear, he iKrmitted, amons other titles, to return 
Unit of Abbot of St Alban; but Henry reserved all the revenues to 
\V 0 isf 7 driog ia the September following, (anno 1530,) 
ilolwTt CaMon wa« made Abbot; ami, although he has been 
c bargcil with exorebiug the funrliom of bk govemment merelv at 
the w ill of the Ki;ig s agents, there *eeftis suSicient reason to doubt 
the entire vaii(i]\v of the accrisauoiK He h admitted to have con- 
thmed Abbot till the vear 1538; and in the December of that 
\car, Lf gh and Petre, tw o of the Cornmissioners appointed to visit 
the Abbey, tninsmittcd a letter to the Lord Cromwell, in whicli 
occur the follo\vi:ig passages. 

** Pletise it your Lordship to be adverfi^d. At our comyng to 
St. Alboiis on Thursday last^ wc beganne a visiatcioii umong the 
Monkes, (he Abbot being then m l^-ondon. And because we 
wolde the more fully kuowe the hole state of all thing, tarred ^he 
longer in the examination of tbein. And upon Friday last we sent 
u monition for the Abbot to appear before us, wlio came hither on 
Saturday before none: whosome we have likewise as folly examined 
upon all things as we might. And although, as well by foe ex- 
amination of the Moiikcs, as by the confession of the Abbot him* 
self, there doth appear confe^d and fully proved, intire cause of 
deprivation against the Abbot, not Only for ilte King's in- 

junctions, but also for manifest dilapidations^ malfotg: of gifles, 
negligent administration, and sundiy other yet by what 

meancs we know not, in all coramunicatiohs or motions made 
concerning any surrender, he shewith hymseif so stiff, that as hg 
suith, he would mtlier clioyse to, begge his bredUc all (he days of 
his life, than consent to any surrender. We, have eveiich of m 
severally, and also altogellieri coininuned with him, and also useil 
all fresh motions as We thought must most jtkit pur|>osc ; 

but he conthmefh always one and wtpjetli hourly obsti- 

VoL. \TLii.|j€C. 1805. ■' £'■ ‘ nuie. 
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7mte, and h\$s conjhrmahki wlu'lb^r be so doo upon irmi mid con- 
Jluanoe of any friendship, we know not. The premisses we thought 
^our boundeti duty to sigriilie unto your lordshipfie, most humbly, 
bci^eeeliing tlie same, that we may know the King's highness fur- 
ther pieasuiT by you; whether we shall continew in the proofs of 
dejirivation against him^ and so deprive liini according to the Or- 
der of Justice without longer delaye : which don, the house will be 
in sneh deht^ tlial we think no man will take the oliice of Ahhot 
here upon him ; except any doo k only for that purpose to surren- 
der the same uujto the Kinge s hands. And hy tliese means we 
think this thing may most easily be, and with more sjKjde he 
brouglit; to the Kingc s highness purpose/'^^ 

Now the whole tenor of this letter evinces, that the Abbot rev 
ferred to by the Coinmissioners, was determined not U> Ix^come a 
wiiiiag arressury to the surrender of his posi>essii>us ; and as Rich- 
ard de? StcvaniKhe, or Boreman, w ho 'succeede*d Cat ton, is re- 
corded to iitn'e becfii made Abbot, with no other view than to 
make a surreudet iu form," there is a strong probability that; Cat- 
ton W'as still Abbot when the letter was written; and tliut, lt» use 
the words of the record, he was; deprived “ according to the Order 
of Justice, without longer delaye," Boreman, the now Abbot, 
who had previously been Prior of Norwich, surrendered on tlie 
fifth of Dtjceniber, 1539 > and for his ready complianre, h.ul an 
annual pcnsic#n gmuted 26X>1. 13s. 4<l. The Prior was also 

pen«ioned in tlie sum of 33L,(>f 8d, and vSmalKn- sums were giiuit- 
ed to the remaining Monks, of whom there were then <mly thirty- 
eight, Tiie entire revenues of the Abbey were estimated, accord- 
ing to Pugdak, at 21021. 7s. IJd. yearly: according to Speed, 
they amounted to the aamial sum of 25101. (is. li (l. 

I he possessions of the dissfdved Monastery were very quickly 
dispersed among the iuter^^f courtiers who had favored the 
lung's views. Tlie moai^^btiildiugs, with all the ground lying 
round the Abbey Cljurcfi^Sfeil the Parish Church of 8U Andreiv, 
, whicli 

^ 'rie erigtn;d:J|jifi|3^tter is itithc Museum; Cutt, 

CUop. E. 4, , , 
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iilocKl near tlie north side, were granted to Sir Riclnird Lee, 
in February, and Sir Richatd had scarcely obtained pos- 

•session, ulicii lie begun to demolish the whole* f/reat pari ot'th« 
hiHteiials was s<dd* The remainder was apjwofiriated to ihc en- 
larg<'nieut and reparation of the Nunnery at SojMell, wliich had 
also been grantcnl to Sir Richard, ami was afterwards his chief r<> 
si'vlenre. Tlic Abbey Church was not uiehicie<i in the grant, hat 
continued in the Crown till Ilic year 1533; when F^tlward tiie 
Sixth sold it to the inhabitants oi‘ St. Albaifs, for the sum of 4001, 
'i'his bargain was afterwards confiimed by a elause in the Charter 
of Incorporation granted by the same IMonarch, wherein it teas 
enacted, that (he late parish oi chaj>elry of St. Andrew, should 
form a [lart of the borough of Sf. Alban, and ‘ the Abbey Cljurch 
be called the Parish Church of the saki borough.' 

Having thus traced tlie hlstoiy* of St. Alban's Monastery pro- 
gressively with that of the town, from the priod of tlie founda- 
tion of the former to llie era of its complete dissolution, we shall 
now dest rilie its very curious and interi^ting CHUKC’H ; which, 
together villi (he rich screens and niouumeiits coiitained in it, dis- 
plays some of the finest sfiecimcns of architectural grandeur in 
C» real Britain. The gofiend form of this structure b tliat of a 
long cross, with a square and massive tower rising from the inter- 
section of the nave and tninsept, and supported on tour large 
lemi-circular arches. The most ancient parts are evidently the 
most central,* both the cast and west ends being of a dissimilar 
st yle of architecture, and of a much later period. 

The m'UTfial appearance of this fabric, when beheld from a dis- 
tance, is dignified and imposing; but when nearly approaclicd, it 
loses part of its effect, from the rude mixture of Rommi tiles, 
flints, bricks, stones, &c. wiiidi appears in its walls, and which ex- 
cites a stronger idea of dilapidation tlum tlie real state of the 
building vyill justify. Tlie Ivxver seems the most fKifect, proba- 
bly from its having been covcixid with a coat of strong plaster, 
part only of w hich is worn off. The butlleiiients and spire are of 
later date than the lower portion of the tower, which is divided 
by bauds into tbice stages: tlMS uppermost exhibit^ two doubl# 

E 2 windows 
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wiadows on each sWe, latticed,) haying seitii c^nlar arches rang-* 
jhig heoeatli a larger ^^i-drciilar arch; in tlie sp^uidriJ Mween 
She large and smaller arches, and also above tine fonner, are vari-‘ 
oils diainonchsliaped apertures, evidently consimeted to give issne 
to the sound of t&e bell^ which are hnrig in this compartment of 
the tOwen Below llic windows, in the middle division, are four 
doufdc scniKircular arched Oj>enings on each side, which adtiut 
the light into a narrow passage formed in the walls; these also 
have larger semi-circular arches above <hem, and evejy^ double 
opeiiiog has u thick heavy cohiinu in the centre, iu the stage be- 
neath tliese, are eight circular windows, which admit light into tftc 

Along the upper part of tfie south and north wijfb of the nave, 
ext^ids a range of nairOw pointed arrhcs^ reaching to the tran- 
sept; tliesc appear to have been altered into, this form from round 
arches, and were formedy 0|Hfned as windows, but arc now tor 
the most part stopped up : in the aisles below, the w iadows arc 
few, mid irregular, Tl^ whtde t^leru |)art of the Church is tur- 
nished with plaisi battlements; the buttresses are strong and mas- 
sive. The sow^li^ast side displays some remmns of dcgmit %- 
buttreste, winch rose from the aisles to die upper part of the 
choir, the windows of which are pointed. The Chapel of the Vir- 
gin (now used for a graimuar school) exhibits sonic beautifuf archi- 
tecture in the fonus^ and ornaments of its window's; but most of 
these have lieen mutilated, and are inij^rably patched and dis- 
figured, The east end of the, choir, ^od the extremities of the 
.^isept, are termblifccd by octagon turrets, rising dhove the roof, 
and embattled . two or tln-ce of these are of tlie Noiiaaa era; hut 
the otheis are of subsequent The prospect fioni the sum 

mit of the tower is extfsi|i^ und diversified. On the opposite 
sides of the north door-plyfure two welbsculptured leaver, worthy 
remark, periiaps, as tlicy forjiiif capitals of pillars, 

without an^ other ^ moulding. 

The principal is at tin? west end^ beneath a projecting 

Porchf aliigh jicinted arch, supjwried on massive but- 

tresses, ilpuiented with sei’eral mouldings; the outermost 
1 mouldni" 
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f heaMis, greatly inutilated. Abore 

tjie arms of 01&, three crowns; 
a saltire. Or. The inside of ttie 
’i|Witaiiiented with {lointeil and tnefoit 
“ --■--rieSsJj p0la|| of Fmiieck marble ; some of 
•;«uif9 ui iohBge; of the upper parts oi 

'• defaced. 1^ ISp^iire tliree pillars, clus- 
, arrhe^ doownigf ^ ^ch side, having tliiee 
- _-±% The ilMm i^jO^ Aak, finely carved into 

a 7^ ■■ y ^ P (J > "■ luiipi > WtT* 

f of Hie Cfawtt Wtj^ 4i'^e»»ig 

'venatiam m Rnt!h'^«<lhh« 

• -inciUM eicMi Uf tbe sevetal 

i' « ’ t V tii .« 4 . 

•PI wr I4l?|f^ W IVjifJr 

;!-■ «uiut K, writeif '^g mi^lbid 4i Hie 
«== cvuecscii 1^ hpftseif, were to aanilto <wiy dwftwt&Mi 

^ ntim^ Hie htfiU^ ate so vaitohv Him,, utkead of 
^ v^ag then a8 to tlte same period, hiwani wmdd be iiv 
imnntd % assertaigj' that the styfe of every ^ lanj^t he traced in 
pM^pmaioii, from Hwiisiie ojF ^ Normans to the reigti of Edward 
Ito fjoattli, 

E 3 , Immediately 


lileweqilae. $eft|lH*tpOfSl. AlbanV, p.' 45, 40'; and again, p.93- 


OM 


p:irts of |h<s Chur^l 

i»0#^rt#€ted With l^onmk I|etWcmne ascribes, 'and probably 

^ of the matonab,*' but 

liiiei^ti/tlSiat'thc iraproi'enient ia the architec- 

tbef;iie of tfjfwir, ‘ wlie^ the Homan tile was all 

^ ihe * Wte and fajney of the builders -and. workmW** 

■ ■ ' "k comi^dicnon to ail rational evidencct 


bfs 

«f tbe'dll^fif style* of aat*h^ture, was, indeed, *o y^y 
that h» startsjp * York Cathednti’ to be ‘ the indw#xquishe 
and pemet of all JYontwn edifices ,’ ai^ the plain and sitb^’^IS^^nmhl 
*f the Abbey Church, be style* * the rudest form of-the Gfi^c,’ 

/hid. 
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iTnmediatclv ovrr the west entrance i> a ven* lari^e ainl pointftl 
arched wiiulow, ncarlv tilliujj the entire space hetweeu tiio side 
' walls of the nave, and divided into numerous lii;hts, hy inulli«n»* 
and transoms. By tite intersections of the tipper parts, several 
. diamond'Shaped lii^hts are formed; and r>tlu'rs are ornaineated 
with eimjncfoil and trefoil arelies: tlie outi r moulding rests <m 
corbel heads. Below the window rii.is an embattled pampet, 
much <lilapidated : on each side the entrance t>enealh, is an onia- 
mental fiointed arch; and beyond, on a line with the r<»hnniis <d’ 
the nave, is a half eoliimti, rHng from the gromnl, and snstainiii;; 
the, mouldings of the mast western at* the great arches. 1’he west 
end of each aisle ap|K!ars to have been originally open lihe the 
porch, and has been similarly decorated \vitli onuiinenfal ait hes 
and clustered columns of Fuibeck muihfe; now in a sad slate of 
mtailation. 

The r<»hiirins and arches of the nave display much grandeur; 
though those which range from the fourth cedumn on the nortl* 
side, are singularly dissimilar to all tiie others. The three fir-^t 
columns on the north side, and the four first on the south, are 
uniform and clustered: each of them is emnposed of four circular 
pillars, united with four hexagonal ones. From these* columns 
spring uniform pointed arclu;s, liaviug man^* plain round mould- 
ings; the outermost mouldings of eacli arch meet together, and 
lerminate in points. The fourth arch on the north, or rather the 
column that supports its eastern extremity, decidedly marks a dis- 
tinct et'a in the time of building; ^he lower part of tiic tohnnn, 
from about one foot beneath wliere the mouldings rest, lieing en- 
tirely constructed witli Uonnm life, ami of far more solidity than 
any coUinm Uiat has yet been mentioned . 

Immediately above the four lt*rge arches just described, on the 
aortli side, is a range of eight elegant pointed arches, though 
toniewhal flat, rising from clustered pillars, and each being sub- 
^liivided into two lesser pointed arches, separated from each other 
by tltrec small colOmns, lu tlie midtlle of tlie sjmee, above the 
small arches, is a circle, pierced with four fleurs des lis, the i>oints 
fmvard. All these arches sire ornaiuenlcd like the larger ones, by 
? utJmerous 
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tmmrom plaiii round md also b> a sort of dimimal 

chain, rarrioil along tln^ singles between the columns, continued 
•over the CKtreniity of the small arches, and running iKUCiilh tlie 
imier ujouUlings of the large ardies; a line of the same luiul oi 
oruanujnt is continued in a .sort of band along the e(lge of tlie pas- 
sage, which has been forme<l Iretweeit fltis tier of iucIf s and iIk 
% valL A third nmge of pointed arches, rising above Ihe former 
e\tcn(ls to the ro<»f: all these arches have plain nimildiugs, spring- 
ing iloiu triple cohiiims on each side; the s|yace between each co 
iumn is broken by two hollows reaching front the base to the 
hands of th«^ capitals. The mouldings of the two uiost easten 
an^lns are varied from the odiers, by a line of diamond cluiin 
work, carried along the centre. 

Tlie three first arches of each tier, on the south side of the lurre 
are exact ly similar to those on the north, iihov<^ tk^sci iheil, exceptini 
that llu sj>aces between the trf|)le columns which support the uppe 
arcijcs are left plahij^ and that, under eadi of the double arches 
is a single fultar, with a capital of foliage: the pillars that corre 
sponcled with tliese on the non li side are destroyed. The twe 
next of the great arches are also similar, as well as the doubh 
range of archies ov<<r them, excepting that the lleurs des lis of tin 
5)>iUHlrjls are here coiitaiued hi at qiiatrefoil : some of tlie ujipermos 
pillars ou this side are gone. The large coiuimi which supports th< 
tifth great arch, is of more considerable iiiagnitudc than any ;ye 
^lescriberl, and lias flat sides ou the north and soutli. 

The general forms of llie rtiiuainiug arches and coiuuuis, on tin 
south side, between this tier iuid St. CuthbeiTs Screen, whit! 
crosses the nave at the lentil column, are similar to those ahead; 
tiesrrihed; but the smaller parts are varietl; aud, in partk!uiiir, tin 
mouldings of the large arches, whicii me moi#numerous, am 
otherwise diffeixml. The outer mouldings also, though tlrey niec 
as before, do not terminate in points, but in Imitcan heads; these an 
well sculptured in hold relief, am! represent an Aldmt, a King, 
<iucen, ami a Bishop. Above them, beneath a line of roses, tlia 
runs below the band utuler tlie range of doodle arches, are sliield 
of amts, probably so placed in allmion to the sculjitures. Tha 

i: h on 
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i»emat(i a laigci aidu as jd thrive arrh^^s me mon* onw- 

meuted The tHduniiiij aie duat<*re<l» asm the iorniet lusluiMev; 
but the lifiUMOiiil chaixi-wojk ut the augh^s j\ Ijets' e\ihaij»»ul 
for roses; and the C4ipitals of the sniallei u)Uuni*s ajr 
into foliage, instead of behrg left plain, hke the oUiei% ami 
like the Liiger capitals of their own nuige. I’lie heaih ol the 
double ajches are also varied by the under pails Ix^ing expiialrd 
into a soit of Irttoll; the s|winhiJi> aho\e iheiu are Muallei, tnnn 
an cxteiuiou of the niouhhngs; and the reutie of each hpaudril i> 
onl} pierced into a tuplet of fteursr des lis, in place of a tourfold 
one. The outeSt uioulding of the larxttt aiches lermmale in corlx Is 
of iuiiiiaii and aiiiniul heads, all varying holii in form and evpuv 
sion, llie arches of the third, or ujipi’r lamic, aie }>ouiied, has ing 
pliiii nioidduigs, clustered pilUrs, and flats ui lioiit, as l>cfoie, hut 
the extreme inonldings rest on small heads, instead of l>eiijg sup* 
polled on the baud, which in the other upper rangers cl(♦ssi'^ tlie 
middle of the flat. 

E\er) part of the building yet desc libed fioiu the wcM en<?, is 
constructed of ToUeuhoe alone; a tery flue and elosc-gnimed hce- 
stone, obtained from the quarries at Totleiihoe*, in }h*dt*or(Uhn<% 
Tiie parts next to be exception of the screen^, 

Ihcclioir, and presbytej^*fe'|Kf6iWGWM«<ilc, as 
on piei cuig tin q|^h ^j|iilkk of plu&ter that has been spi ei>d 

over liie walls; an^pbis dixuiJtaRitee, oombmed with the hist ori* 
cal infonnatbu pupBously detailed, establishes the fact of all the 
ancient |x>rtioii the Church lM>ing exclusively of Abbot Faufs 
election ; tor style is so entirely similar, timt it will not admit 
of lvv*o eras ;f and there is wo otber part in the whole fabric that 
can, with ^ bast propriety, l>e arinlmtcd to him. Its simplicity 
is, indeedjl reiuaikible, and would well, accord with a prior date ; 

hut 
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Ht.lniUWn\Scw««, vkw. m five'otitcr coluiim-s, ofiksame 
nw>ar uMk^i-urttoti and luagnilwle * '1 'Ih Sf sui.{.on |>laiu sliui- 

« imilar aidH‘h, owr each of wtikh is a short, roiuitUreafkd wiii- 
«lu«, iio» gliizwl »ifii Ji"fits Bi t!w jjoititeij tisrni. Above each of 
aiwl Siniriy rrarhiu" to Uw roof, Iras liecu auotlicr scrat-cii- 
< riktr arclted wiiidow, i»)w filled u;t, tlie airerlitrcs of wLicli ojxai 
vide iulo the Clrurcii, but voutract gradually to the o.;. vard wall: 

are all siiirilar, exi t'iit the one to the west, which has heea 
wideiiT'il, ai«l pointed, iti fonfomration to the iinproverl style. 

Si. Vtiihkri's Sen cii is of Tofleuhoe stone, fiuely sculptured in tlie 
poiitled Older, but is not entirely iiuiforui; tiie uortiiern jiiirt extend- 
ing into tlie. aisle, and tlie parts beuis; varied. The west tioat liassc- 
xeii eaiiv>pit(d ntebes intlteanitre, lemiiiiatiug in pinaaeks of rich 
worknmnship ; lielow llrese lia' e Irecn v.irious siaallcr niches, in one 
«)1' which has lieew a piscitta. On each side tire centre is au ornar 
laeiited, poinh'd, arched door-way, wifli blank arclics above, open- 
ing into the Baptistry. Beyond that, to the south, were three 
other canopied Jiicluw; aivd below these, four ornamental trefoil 
arc lies. Beyond lire other door was another receptacle for holy 
water, in tlie niidrile of a range of seven snrall niches; and above 
them loin otlwr iiii hes. reachiug nirward towards the arclr. Tlie 
aiasl front is imu li less eurlrelfeliod, it having only a douWe range 
of blank |K)inted arches, divided by a kind of cornice, embattled. 
The summit of tJie Screen is broken by a range of trefoil onia- 
mciils, and foliage. Some of the sculptured parts are defiiced and 
broken ; and all the minute parts are obraHed% whitewash. 

Tlie coutiuuiitMJii of tire nave, itmv called tiic SfiptiiUiy, from ite 
mrtaiuBig AIk' Fojtt, compreheiMls tlic «i»!we between St Cuth- 

bert's 


» One iif tlicse columns is tilted thii //#JW'Tillar, from the upper 
part cu'itaiutng a sliort circular flight of‘;<ieps,. vvlu(;h has led to a doc®>t 
svay that ogee opened upon the leads of the north aislci 



74 


MKRTFOUOSHIRK. 


Screen, and the first, or most western arcli of tl<e tower. 
Here are three square, massive coUmui.s on each si«le, sn|)[5ortiu][]: as 
rnaiiv arches, with a double range of seiuhcin uiardieaded reressei 
for windows, ranging over Ihenii as before: some of whicli are gla- 
xed it! (he pointed tbrni, hut the greater iimnher has Ix^^en filled 
up. Ibe i'hoir comprehends all the space befwten tlie west 
arch rd' the Tower, and the Altar Screen. The Tower itself is sup- 
ported on four noble seini-circniar art hes, springing from unconv 
monly massive piers. Abpve these arches, uruler the helfry floor, 
is a passage, goitig ronml the tower, and opening in iVoiit by a tre- 
ble range of dotible semi-circular arches, each ot‘ the latter being 
divided from each other by u short atui thk k crflnmn: several of 
the capitals are formed by a single llonran tihr, and not any two 
of the columns are exactly similar. The light of tlie Belfry is ad- 
mitted into the choir, through a circular o|K'ni!ig in the centre of 
the floor, whicli has been surrounded hy a railing, and covered by 
some open wojk above, to prevent accidents. 

On passing beneath the east arch of the tower, the architecture 
i.s seen to assume a new form. On the south side are three large 
blank jKvinted arches; and on the north, two similar ones; all tl)e>e 
seem to liave been formed against llie original wails^ which probn- 
bly terminated at no great dislanoc from the point whercf Abbot 
Hamryge’s inonumeni on the one side, and Abbot Whetlnimsted’s 
on the other, abut against the ancient columns, and beyond which 
no part of the Norman Church is now to be discovered ; except- 
ing in the passages which run through the walls, and in which the 
Homan tile may be traced farther eastward* 

The monument of Raniryge fills up the lower part of a large 
pointed arch, whieb was origiimlly to the north aisle, and is 
ornamented with fluted and groined jnowhlings. The arch oppo- 
site to this is blank above ; but the undiir part includes the neat 
monument r>f Abliof Whetiramsted. Above the targe arches, on 
each side, is a range of pointed arches, with trefoil beads; some of 
these me blank, and otl»e*3 open into Hie Triforiumy which is con- 
firiued tlirough the walls of thu whole Church: over these are 

three 
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tliroe |>ointeil anlunl windows oti each side. Tlio Aitar is 
proaclied hj' a short flight of steps. 

* The AlUtr Snxui^ or, as it is more comnionly <leuoniii rated, 
WaHinisford's Stirf:n, wliich se}>araic$ the Choir from the Pres* 
hstery, is one of the nsost heaisliful pieces of stoinswork in Kng* 
lain!, and vcrv higldy illustnifhe of the improved taste iu arehi- 
li'cttual sad[*iiue whh'h disliiiguislied the age of Kdwunf tlie 
Jd>mlh. Its proportions are extremeh r legant; and though tiie 
iaa,*etu'v, thui now forms the imddte part of (lie west side, Is of a 
iiioie Yvceixi date, and of inappropriate evccution, yet the whole 
appeamjjcc is gntccful aiul interestiug. This front iiw t»e more 
clcarK <le>< rihe<i as consisling of three divisions; a centre, and two 
wing^; the latter being |)eri‘ecliy syminelrica). 'Phe lower part of 
the (onire display s a tlonhle scries of siuail niches, with rich cano* 
jiies; above these arc sevend stages of s<|uare compartments, the 
upper ones tenninaling in trefoil heatls, with hnials and pinnacles 
a(a»\e, and a cheruh on each rib."^ Over tins are five elegant ca- 
nopies. ranging niicler (he rich comice and oj)en-wovk which forms 
(he entire summit V>f (ho Screen. Adjoiniu" the centre on each 
sidt!, and forming a division of each wing, are three large and fhiely 
ornuinenlid niches, with tower pedestais, and canopies; the upper- 
most eiuheUislk*<i with sculptures of lambs between ptdicaus. The 
central divisions of tiie wings have a poiiUed door-vvay below, ami 
two large canopie<l niches above. At the hides of the door-way, 
are lunges cd' <nutreioils in circles; and above are oak leaves, ami 
shields of arms: that to the south contains England ar.d Trance quar- 
terly ; the otlier the arms id' Wliethaimted. The estuinc division 
oi’each wing is similar to those adjoining the centre; the angles be- 
tween the divisions are each adorned with six small niches, leaeli- 
ing to the summit. Almost all the niches arc bcautdully seidjr- 
tured, with ovt auieidal trefoil arches; some pierced, others in re- 
lief. 


' I'liU is the more recent and incangfuom part, and appears to have 
hvx^n inserted in th.e room of a rc^prciehtation of the Crucifixion, or of 
«onte other sulvjeet* whicli tiie icalots Kefoitnatioo deemed pro-,- 

fane or irrcligiocts. 
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lief. The spnu hctwofii the Screen and tiie at<h ajjaimt nhkh it 
abuts, on e«irli side, is oinaincntcd with cqnopied niches, ami pin- 
nacles to conespomJ. The east front of tlie Screen is niucii |>laim*r 
than tliat to the west, Tlie centre is a flat blank airch, ornament- 
ed with circles of qualrcfoils, and siuallei trefoil arches witlnii ; 
owr It is the Abbey arms^ supjwiled bv amjeK, with a canopied 
niche above; over the door-\va)s arc the <uTtis of \Miethainsted, 
with similar nidnjs. lin^dier up, arc plain, narrow, trefoil iicadul 
arches, with smaU buttresses ainl pirmaclos, aw! above the whole 
is* a vtr\ rirh coniice of vine leaves, fruit, and tendrils, crested by 
ornaijieutai open-work^ 

The Preshyterj/ includes the space between the Screc'u, and what 
is now ihc cast end of the Church, but this was fornu*rlv ofK*ri to 
the Chapel of (lie Virgin, by (hre<* high, poaited, and w<ll piopor-* 
tioned arches, springing fiom clustered lolunitis. On each side, 
beyond the large pointed aichcs iigiunst which the Scieeri stands, is 
another high pointed arch, also spiaigiug fiom clu’rtercd pillars, 
and similarly ornamented with round ami duteil mouldmgs uiifh t 
that on the north side is llic momiinent of Duke Ilmnfdirey , and 
beneath that on tlie south, an ancient Watcli-tower, or gailei}, <»f 
wood, Bi which the Monks were slationod to keeji watch ovei (he 
slirine of St. Altiaii. On the frieze of this gallcn is a series of 
carvings In high relief, leprcscfitmg the most iiicinorabic cvuits of 
St. Albans history; ami other siiigukr subjects. In tie* pavement 
in tlie middle of the Presbytery, is a stone tlnn uh< iiln’d 

Si ALBAN US 
YJEKOJJkMENSlS 
. ANGLOHUM 
PBOTO-MAH l'\ K 
XVn 4 UaMJ 

eexe^ 


Tim 

^ It should be remarked, that tUm date he eircneous, if the 
Martyrdom of Albanuv acioaBy ocomted d^Pg ihc Dun k am IVrse- 
eution, as recorded in his history* Sec p. 27. 



HERTFOEDSHIHE. 


77 


This is surrounded by smaller stones, in which are six hollow 
places^ said to have been formed to receive tlie feet of the slirine. 
The wintlows above tlie large arches are pointed, with trefoil lieads, 
similar to those of the chancel. Tlie great east window has a 
double pointetl arch lielow, with trefoil^^ and a larger pointed arch 
above, with a ciitlteriaeAvheel in the centre: on each side is u nar- 
row' pointed arched window. 

Ileturniag through liie Choir to the Transept^ the simplicity of 
llie Norman |r,irt of the Church aguia displays iiself; thongli the 
large windows at each cad are of a ditlerenl style and age. That 
to the Houtli was constructed about ll;e ye^.r i/Od, wL, j the for- 
mer window was bl(|Wii down by the fury of the vtind duriitg the 
great storm, ami has little claim lol>eauty: the nortii wiiid 
laoia iiigldy embeUished, and divided into n a men ms cojnp'tJ.rtmenf:* 
by umlhons and tramoius. Oa eacb side of the transept is a 
scries of srpmt stmii-cmmlar arches, supported by shoil heuvy co- 
lumns, and half columns, with very hirge capitals; the up-jWTp.ut 
of earh of which is eoiinnortly* ai single Roman tile: t)>e r dmims 
are of Slone, fhese arches me ntaged in fours, a/ul over every 
two of them k a semi-circular iuikut, risiag from the inidtlle CiC 
the capitals: not any of the columns are similar ; some of them arc 
«|uite plain; others have single or doulde bands, 'fhe ircr.eral 
form of these arclie^ Iveau u stnkh'.g similitude to that of the 
arches in the iaside of the tower; and liiic those, they 0})cn info 
the pa-^sage wlai h. runs through tlic wall of the whole Cirarch. Iu‘ 
this south pail of tlie trans<*pt have been scweral Chapels; am! in a 
reeess of the wall, was a seat for the .watch Monk, who had the 
care of the respective altars : the door-way, which led A oin the 
upper part of the cloisters, has bt.»eii widled up. 

Beyond the soutli end of the transept, but o|>imiiig into it by 
a flight of several steps, and running p^trallel with it, is a slioi t a)- 
%‘ered passage, w inch probably coinmunk^ted also with the Abbot’s 
clmiubers, and w ith I lie cloisters. Against the wall, oueach .side, is 
a range of elegant intersecting witli 
beaded motihliugs, springing from with well sculp- 

tured. and siiisrularh curious cauitalst M the s^tpturesjitditii: -nJ ^ 

^ ..and 
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nnd iiitokrablv <::ootl preservation; though the Iiuiniditvot theplacr 
has (Icstroved their origiiral sharpness* Some of repiesent 
wreaths of foiiaL’O; others <Iisplav the he:t<Is of etstiriiied snaKe?*; 
on one is a human mask, with the stems of leaves is'juiug from his 
inoutli oa earli side;' aiul on imofhcr tiiree verv niiigidar giotes* 
que a kind of trio of Rueelnmts. Tho-ti at .tln‘ sides are in 

sittias: pt.'siiions, hut leaning barkwards, as if fo nrake naan for 
the etuitic figure, uliicii is formed h\ the head of a :Kany, appa- 
reiitK gorging a considerable quantity of fruits: one of the si<k 
/;g!UOs is su'ilaiuing a sort, of club, in a thr< ateijhig atlifnde, as it' 
to eoin|‘Md him to the pei fornumce of his task; the other i> lioldiug 
what appears to be a leathern boltle. These sculptures, as ^^elI, 
indeed, as aU tlic eolumus and arches, are of T'oUeidioe st<M»e.i 
The /h. 't s are of the stmte length a.s the pi es< ut Chiurh : the 
west cud of each apfiears to have bi en once imdosed to the first 
large rohmiu, an<l to have been ornamented uitti .slender, clns- 
lered, ami single, Purbech pillars, sustaining pointed arches, 
plain iiiouhii!jgs. Some parts of llie roof of the aisles are \ aulted 
with stone, having groined rilis, uilersecting, and resting on the 
great columns on one side, and cm pilasters of clustered cohunns 
<m the other. In the south aisle, beUveen the west end ami the 
transept, are si veral pointed arched windows; mostly divide^! )»y 
mnllions intt) two lights, with a trefoil above each ; and in the point 
above a quatrefoih In one of these windows was a r<pic-setUa!ion 
of the martyrdom of St. Alban, in pmnled gh’.^s ; only a few fiag- 
merits of which retnuiii in the c|:4^hets. On the wall below was 
the following inscription, now u^ost defaced^ 

Thi;» 

On the south- w'cst capital of'ilie arch at the entrance of tlie chaneeb 
in Hcmel-iiampi,tcad i$ a sculpture very similar to this. 

i At wbu pc nod thh^jiRsage was constructed, is very difticnlt to 
determine. It must havi^tn subsequent to the erection of the tran- 
sep^tiigd the ^xoglntef meeting arches, and grott^ejue carvin^K^ 
Vfouw^^^to diark a {mllr era. ■ 

J ChauxJcy’s Herts, p, 472, 
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I hi. oi'our frailty, painted glais, 

Sh(*w‘\ \\hc'rtr the life and death of Alban was. 

A knts'lif b\;heads the Martyrj Ina j,u soon, 

}Jis eyes drcipt out to see what he had done ; 

Atid leaving their own head, seem'd uiifi a te.n 
'lo wail liie other head laid mangled tliere; 

I’k cause, before, his eyes no tears would >hed, 
lib eyes ihemi^oivcs Ukt tears laii tiaan Ih'. Itead- 
i)h ■ bloody fact, that whilst St. Alban o-e:;, 

The inurdcrer iiimself weepj oi:i his < ve:. 

In zeal to Iletiv’n, where ht ^y Alban's bones 
Were buried, OtTa rais'd tins heap of stones , 

Which, after by devotirin? l ime rihusei, 
into the dying parts had life infused ; 

By James the First, of England,* to become 
Die g'iory of Alban’s Proto-martyrdono 

Adjoining to the door-way, that originally fomnd the [niucipal 
entrance on the nouth, hut la now dosed, Is an ancient ibVerim, 
bi neatli a recessed an h, in the jHiinted style, oraainentcd wit I* 
various jilain mouldings, and springing from tlirec* short and slen- 
tier pillars^ dustered on eaeli side. The piscina itsclfis also susiuin* 
ed on three sletnlcr clustered pillars, and lias a canopy above it, 
will) a cinquefoil arch; over whicli is a triangular cunq>artmcut, 
containing the remains of a ma>k of a Bacchus encircled by vine 
leaves, now much mutilated, aiul additionally obscured by white- 
wash. 

The screen-woik before the door-way just mentioned, is very 
beautifully sculptureil in the pointed .‘>tyle, and consists of three 
divisions. Tiie arch of entrance springs from slender pillars on 
each side, from the most central of ,w'hich rises a range of trefoil 
indentations, with half circles above; hi the s|xindrils are the Ab- 
bey arms, and tlie old arms of England and France quarletlj. 
This forms the middle division; the others are uniform, each con- 
sisting 

** Tilts alludes to some repairs which the Church underwent ia the 
time of Jamc% and which, by the mo$t gross daltcry*, ivere thus attri- 
buted to that King. 
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fisting of a niclie, witli fun-work above, and a fineJy scnlpttirod 
pe*]t*stal of blank arrbes with a cstpilal of foliage beuealli; the sta- 
tues are gone : both niches fiavc two slender pillars on each side. 
Over the square inouklings, wliich terminate all the divisions, b 
a cornice ornamented with a tendril of vine leavCvS, and finish- 
ed above by a range of pierced trefoils and vine leaves. Th(?sc 
are j)artly destroyed ; and the sharpness of all the sculpture has been 
injudiciou'^ly obscinetl by thick whitewash. The do(>r itself is or- 
namented to correspond, with rkh r arvings of oak, and vine leaves, 
qualrcfoiis, executed in a bold and able manner. This en- 
trance is generdliy called the Ahhot'.s J}om\ The north aisle docs 
not display any thing particularly reinarkahle ; except ifig. ptuhaps, 
as jircsenting a larger part of the Nonaan Clmreli than tbit on 
the south. Between the c<diuiia», in this abk^ were st xeral altars 
dedicatiKl to diilcreiit Saints. 

Tiic Ci'ilhv^s of the nave, transept, and choir, are of wf>(>fl, 
formed into square foiiiparltnewts and painted. That of the nave 
is of (hesnut: every principal beam is sujtportcd at the sides by a 
smaller ouc, placed obliquely, and dbplaving on the lower part 
the carving of a monk, angel, or other figure, with a shield of 
arms. Every compartment, from the Wrest em} to tlie eleventh 
range from the arch of tlie tower, has tlie initials of Ji\st/.i 
num Sahuiar in the centre: the others have those letters uller- 
nately with circles, contiuniiig lialf-lengib angels hoiiling sliit kb 
of arms. The ceiling of tIrC South part of the transtqit is similaily 
divided by square coiupartmeuts jiainted into circles, alternate ly 
displaying the letters % as l)efore, and angels sustaining 

fhiehls of arms. The northern part of Jhc transept is embellished 
in the san^e manner, wityiie additionm an indifierenlly executed 
painting in the centre, of St. A!bai|ipVIartyrdom. A representa- 
tion of Offa seated oiti his throne, ov^er an arch, in the north aisle, 
is probably of the same age. llie ceiled roof of the choir is 
more highly embellished, and is also varied in form : it exhibits, 
ill alternate conqvartments, the Holy Eatnb, on a mount, vert, 
with the the banner of the Cross, guks, emigned with a cross 
bokme, or, and charged with the star of Betlikhcin; and the 

ewgh 
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of SI. J(»lm slaiidnijiij on a mount, ^crt J i\iese wue 

lito^r by \hb(>r W Itcfhamstrd, hi tiitio tlic tciiiuM^ 

of fli<* na\c aiul olian<‘cl \vci<* ccitainly construrti'd, and ino^l 
[MoImIiK, fito^c <»f tlu' Irausqit* Chtr tlir oasti in ot thi* 
gHMt arcfi of llic touor, aic iiiM> in alh^ioH lo hcthambttHl 

Sir uhicuiKj. «(ii p ctUH tit >Vgn»i^ Al^‘. 

ililiLifiev opens b \ii tm i#ia J »lunni*. 

Ksse vvl m ttjto j.ivi t ' i ' luhcjcndo 

opil< hoc uniha ^ ai ^ \'t t jin f.u icntlum.i 

Thu VhujHt nf (he tht.* ouh part of llie btiiMiug ilseU 

that rernttiib 1<» tx» doscrihul, is now compklelv scjKiralctf fiom 
the Cliureli^ bs tljc arthe*' havinsr Iwa trailed up, already rnetb 
(ioiied, Ihoujili iormerlj, oite of the «to$t eiaboratc and lieaufi- 
I'ulparfsot tl)e \shoU* stiiufnre, Uk mwa' the Oiosl dilapidated, and 
ntaioiH, Its \v uido\* w ere fuielv ramiHed, and adonu d w Uli r ij eles 
tietbils iputieloiK vV<. iiud its oiufuneuts t^eie equally iich and 
uppropihde. lt> an lies s^ere elegantly |WMiitid; and e\eiy part 
appears io have lieeii priiportioiicd, ami tiuly woilhy of 
pniise, Tl*r east end, nosv used as fbt School-room, still fhsphiys 
tiiire^ of flue «culplUTe, lu ranges oi figures surround ing the xtiu- 
dou% and even e^^hihiling at» uirof gracefuliiessy tlumgh luost 
Inineutubly ohseured by whitest ash* Tlie original pav<‘^nieut has 
ht efi covered by a boanled floors so that no sepulehral inemmmls 
me to lie secuj though it is probable that there arc such beneath. 
Across what may now be callctl the Anti-rjiai)el, a low s^all has 
l>ceu erected, in order to form a {lassage for the couveniency of 
rhe inhabitants of the town* 

Vox.* VIL Dec. 1305.' p The 

^ Besides thw figures, die ceiling of ihtMh.tntcl dHpl4>s nxhn% 
«thiel(ls of arm* of the nohilitv and gentry who contributed towapis re- 
painng tlik Church about the year imu : m that year also coljfwtions 
wcprmade by Brief for purpose* 

t These lines \Vere moit probity written by Wheth^msted himself 
who caused many 1 bdn verses# m allusion to difibrent subjects, to be \u* 
fcnbeii on vanou^s parts of the Church. 
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The entire len<?tli of tlie Ahhev Chnrrh, ineludiii" the 
Porch, and the Otrapel of the Virgin, is -Vip feet; ot wIjhIi the 
Chapi 1 nuMsiuTs about 100, and the Porch eighteen. The hieiuit!! 
of llie Ifirtscpt i\ nearly thirty 4uo feet ; its extreme lengtli ir-i-- 
1'iio hi» adth of tiu* body of the Church is seventy-four feet and a 
half; tlMt of the elnwr and chancel, thirty-four feet, eiglil inches, 
that of the nave, fioin flie inner parts of the coluiniis, tliirty teel; 
and that of each aisle, lueiity-t\vo feet, tlirre inches. The circuiH' 
feronre of the clusleietl columns is eighteen feet ; lintf of tl»e aj)- 
iienl piers of the nave, is thirt>-one feet, nine inches: the tirenm- 
ferenee of tlie columns which support the tonei, iinu’h greater. 
The heiglit of tijc touer, aceordiug to Newcoine, is 141 feet, fhe 
extreme breadth of the Virgin Cha|)e! isseventy^ix feet, six inches, 
of the middle part, thirty-five feet, nine hn hts ; ajid ol the ca-i 
end, scarcely fuenty-scxcu feet* 

The Sepulchral Inscriptions ill this Clmrch are \ciy numerous, 
though the monuments arc but fw, yet thtit few exhibit*? some 
extremely interesting speiiniens of arcbitectiual irrandenr. The 
magnificent s{ pulclire of IIuMPunEY, tlie Good DnU ofdhh.s 
t^r, was erected in tire time of Abbot WbctliaraMed, wlunn Mr. 
fiough has most appropriately styled, * tlie W^keham of Ins inne, 
in allusion to hi^ skill in architecture. It consists of an upper amt 
lOW'cr division, (separated by a fascia,) filling up the whole space 
beneath one of the large arches of the presbytery, iuS||l liaving a 
similar front both to the north and the south* The l<M|||^di\isior}, 
or canopy, consUfs of a large open pohi^ arcfi wibe centre, 
with a smaller one on cadi side; and bevpiid theiq®<butlh and 
fifth arch in relief. The oj en arches are divided hy Jtm pendants, 
and the mouldings of tlio arches are chained wdtli^l|l|[drilsof vine- 
leaves: the roof of the canopy is richly scu!ptu||»itofiui-xvoric. 
The blank arches on the sides, are separated in1o||Hp compartments, 
displaying some iniiHite ornaments, and raaiiydlficlds of the arms 
of Wlicthamsted in quatrefoils, umlcr a condee of wheat-ears, in 
vases on jiedestals; whicli also appear on the rauopy. The capi- 
tals of the pillars arc diurged with oak-leaves. In the various sptin- 
drils of the ardics arc ten shields of tlie Duke s anus, and of France 

and 
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and Eiiji;land in a border; tliese arc seven limes repealed on liie f.is- 
f M, of a larger swe j and four of them are surmounted bv ducal roro- 
njcts, encircled by vases of wheat-cars; the other three are surmount- 
ed by helmets and mantles ; hut the crests are destroyed, Tlic u{)- 
}>er compartment displays a vati«‘ty of beautiful niches, with cano- 
pies, pinnacles, and tinials; togelhej willi rich open-work, and 
close arches in relief. In the niches, on the south skle, arc statues 
of seventeen Sovereigns, called by Sandford, the Duke’s royal an- 
cesfojs;* bill Mr. (lough seems inclined to snpposi.>, from one 
of them hUNtaiuing a Cliutch, and from other cimimstances, that 
they were intended to represent the Kings of Mei« ’ . They aie 
estiemely uncunth m form, ano as squat as if they had been mo- 
delled in clay, and conqtressed by a heavy weight. Tlie fame 
iminber of statues originally stood oq tlie north side ; but all of 
tliem are now lost, vvitli tlie exeeption of one, which has been 
placed iu a tnchc on the south side, to supply the room of one tliat 
was stolen a few years ago. Thfa monument is secured on the south 
by anirongiating. |Kuntedb)tie: theeapenseof erecting it, amount- 
ed to 43 tl. 6's. 8(1. The body of the Duke was acrideutally dis- 
covered in the vault hqueath in (he^ear 1703} and was tlicu lying 
in pitkle, in a leaden coffin inclosed by another of wood. Since 
that (K'riod the dceleton has been rudely imiHllcd, bone after b<Mie 
having been puib^d hy the curious, till very few remaiu. Ou 
the east end of the vault was paiuted a crucifix, now partly oblile- 
lated, with chalices to receive tlic blood as it drops from the 
w ounds. At die eatiemity of tlic south aisle, near tlie Duke’s mo- 
nument, is the feHowinginseriptioii to Im memory, which, accord- 
ing to Santiford^ iu his OenealogicBl Histoty, was written about 
sixty years before lus time, by Dr. Westenaati, parson of Sand- 
ridge and Bushey. 

F 2 


» Genealogical llhtory, p. 317. 

t Seputchral Mbanments, Vol II. where three engravings ate given 
efthU RKmuntent. 
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Pier Memonee V, Opf, 

Sarno/t 

, j . 

Scroitnnm * 

/lie facet Ilt'MrHREDus, Dux ilk Glocestrii;.s olim 
IIenrici Sexti Proicctor, frauilln inept (t 
Deiaior^ dumficia notut mivacula cwd : '• 

Lauu rt erat Pi<tn\i\ Columen x enerabik lU'gn) , 

Paci.s awanSf AJiLsisrp fuxens wtHorifm^y nnde 
GraUuu npm Oxosro, qiuv nunc Sco/a .sacra f refuted 
Invidit at d midier Regno, llegif slln ncquam 
dbsiulU huiic htmiii, vix hoc dignata scindchro ; 

Inddid nimpenk tamm, pod Funera ’Ch at. 

Deo Gloria. 

TiM‘ Momuiiciit or €liaj[>el of Ahhot Whe J immstlo, \\bnb 
o(Tii])ies tlu* ioucr patt of one oi the great ai< lu s of the Clioii^ h 
'•• iiiU oil a \m ‘simple^ but elegant, design^ 'fJie lower part is a 
canopy, ojxning by m obtuse pointed areli, uifU a fretted rcwif, 
above is a ri# li cornice, with tljw Abbot's arms, thive eais of 
several times repeated; and the iuscriptioii, V VLIXS HAllUN- 
DABl^NT, 111 relief, on each ^We of tlio momtmeiit Overt hi- 
is a rangi* of square conipartinefits, contabittg quatrefoils, each div 
placing ^ome ornumetit, as a rose, u mitre, the Abbes arms, 

Tlie luiier fasria is charged witli lilies, dragons' heads, and othci 
objects of ex<<‘11ent sculpture. Beneath the canopy is a blue sLib, 
oil whuli \sas a brass figure of the Abbot, mpi^/?Ji<a(dn(s, but 
this lla^ haig iieeii stolen.^ On tlie waH above liie monument, 
on the '>ontb side, is this inscription : 

JOIIAKNKS 

't his alludes to the aoecdote at the Ouke detecting a cheat who 
bad preicnded to have been miraculously restored to sight at St. Al- 
ban’s shrine. 

f The Duke eregt^jP Divinity School at Oxford. 

}. 3be vault beneath a few years ago by Mr, Gou^hand 

others,” any thing wa$; dbcovcrcd in it : several circdnu^tances 

-cnducoJ Hp fexcIte the supposition vh'at it had been previously opened, 
■lid thzmB^epfdioudlf\ 
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jmiANNKS 
/>(? /ocv fruiiicntario, 

iluisjacet hk f Pidfr iile Johannes, nomina magm 
Cul Whetha^Msteoio partuiaviila dedit 
Tviticiic in iumuh signant ^uoqiie nomen amtm 
Pitam res clarce, non Monunwnta, noiant. 

The beautiful Monumental Chapel of Abbot Ram rvge is Im- 
mediiitely opposite to that of Wliethamsted. The sculpture is ex» 
treinely tine, and mostly in good preservation; and very sharp ; 
though many of the ornaments are exceedingly inirmte. The roof is 
most elegantly sculptured ricli fan-work, with jjendeiits of qua- 
trefoils, and circles of the same. At cacli end are tlirec large niches, 
with ricli canojnes, the insides of which are adorned similarly to 
the roof, with qualrefoils; mid seyerai smaller nidies running up 
betw een them, w ith tow ers in relief over the canopies. Below tJie 
niches, is a cornice of foliage, w ith human and mmnal heads at 
the angl(‘H: one of tlic has the stein of a vine tendril issuing 
fiom his mouth. Beneath the coriihe, at each end, are three 
shields of arms, witli R<uns for s«p|>orteis, la hold relief, and wear- 
ing collars, on which are iJie hdiers IIYGE; thus forming rebusses 
of the Aiibofs nanu . among tin* arms arc those assumed by Ram- 
ryge, thiee eagUs on a beml. On each side of the inoiiument is 
a double idug(‘ of cinqucfoU-bead< d, narrow arches; the uppet 
auhes finely pierced; and below are various minute omamenls in 
Kdiei’ inmlptured on tlie square extremities of an embattled cornice. 
One of these ornaments has an old man's head and body united to 
the tail of a fish, and leaning on a crutch; the leitcis U. Y. G. E. 
are also repeated in this part. Oier tlie dooi, that opens into 
the monument from the Choir, are several small sculptures, as a 
lion, a dragon, two rams, a shield with the Abbey anus, &c. imd 
ill the spandrils of llie ai< h, is a inutilnted representation of the * 
Martyrdom of Si, Amphibulus. On othei paits, arc various shields 
ot arms, with flowers, foliage, vine tendrils, &c, together whh a 
shield of the five wounds, aiwl others liisplay ing the iiist rumehts of t he 
Crucifixion, On this soutliside, also, is adouble range of niches, w ith 

V fl canopies 
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canopies riclily worked, and terminating pyramidically over the arches 
between. Round the upper part of the niomiihent, is the inscrip* 
tiojl SANCTI SPIRITUS ASSIT KOBIS GRATIA; VENI SANCTO 
SPIRXTUS REPTE TUORUM CORDA FIDELIUM ET TUI AMORIS 
IN EIS IGNKM ACCENDE, AMEN. 

In tlie pavenieiit of the Ciioir are many slabs in nieniory of Ab- 
bots, and other personages who were interred beneath : some of 
them display remains of tkh Brasses; but the greater part have 
impressions only, the brasses having been either stolen or destroyed* 
The most perfect Brass how left, is a full length figure, mitred, 
in pontijicalibusy of Abbot Thomas DE LA Make, under a rich 
canopy, curiously ornamented; round tlie verge was the following 
inscription, great part of which is yet remiiiuing: 

lacet Doxntnan HuonFam Shhais {iuiu0$ll^dnacteitt*^ 

Another Brass dbplays the figure of a Mon/r, hoiding a heart 
dropping blood between his hands over his breast. From his mouth 
proceeds a label, with the verse Cor munhum ftca in mca Dms : 
and beneath his feet is this inscription : 

facft ffiata IBCaSOIClR. QuiDm* fjuj' 

ligonanterij iSPonaci^ui^gui aRragima annie continmn et 
ultra mintetiabar in o6^i je maioiihue et mtnorib^ conen u 

monaaterij pecripti tHiOdice* 3[n porie Coir 

quatij, Eefcnorwij, ct JnffirmauL in efiStije eubicffcc* 
torarij epem cohent,* pro cut* ^ia ffratrea cariefiimt flfimbd 
pcee bienemini ab iubicem aUiaaimu pilflasmu bnm ibm. 
C|)ri 0 tu. cut concebat eibi euor (Heniam peetatorT amen. 

On another slab is the figure of an Abbot, mitred, beneath a 
canopy having the Abbey arms in the centre; and over it, a radi- 
ated heart, with the word CBCD2D. At the coniers of the slab 
were the emblems of the Evangelists; and round the verge, was 
a text from the hook of Job, with an animal or flower between 
each word. Below the feet of the Abbot is inscribed, 

mt 

* An engraving ’of this fine Brass has been given in Carter's Specimens 
Ancient Sculpture and Fainting, 
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fttc urn tegitet* ©eccati ooltjrn^ Debitu^ 

€ui nomc 310 tmpanitm 31^ Qiim t tmjitt-** 

Anotiicr Brass, with a mutilated inscription, clisplays the figure 
of Sib Anthony GREr, Kut. son and heir np})ai enr to Edmund 
Lord Grey of Ruthyu, (created by Edward the Fourth, Earl of 
Kent,) by Catherine, hb wife, daughter of Henry Feicy, Earl of 
Northumberland. The Kniglit is reprerented witli crept hair, and 
Imving plated armour, buckled at the walstbaml. His gauntlets 
are jointed at the knuckles; and his knce-piec.es are very long and 
pointed : at his elbows is a trefoil ornament; and anotk^r between 
his feet. He has on a sword and dagger; and fiis head rests on a 
helmet with an Earl's coronet; the crest appears to be a dragon 
rising from a tub.** He was slain in the second battle of St. Alban's. 

On a slab in the soutli able, was a %ure m a monkish ganneut, 
with this inscription beneath the feet: 

C^i^fmoriale tJommiyni ES5'Stt®ifep Qcioitlmm BuppQxis 

bui‘ monactfrij tlui rr luce n Ve mtmiB 

^nno inu mmmftffimQ ^ktiaaino prttno mi* pk inPuU 

am alt’cjsimf* » 

In this aisle also is an altardomb^ and several inscriptions to the 
ineiuorv of the Muynards, a respectable family of St. Alban's, 
who rcpres^Mited the Borough in four ParliamcHls during the reigns 
ol’ Quam f^ary ami Queen Elizulieth. The> obtained, by mar- 
riage, a moiety of the inheribuice of die Hoi:: id s, anodier respect a- 
bl<‘ family of this tow n, one of wfiom, as at)pivars from an inscription 
in the north aisle, was a ‘ jSJercIunl of theSlaplo :' he died in 152y. 

Among other persons ol' note reported to have been buried in 
this Church in ancient times, is liie cclebraU'd. traveller, and na- 
tive of St. Alban’s, Sir John Hlandevillc: dih'cient iuserriptions to 

F 4* whose* 


This Brnss, as well as several of the others in this Church, has 
been engraved for Mr. Gough’s Sepulchral Monuments. Tlie same 
elaborate work contains a reprcsent.ation of die monument of Abbot 
Whcihamsted. 
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whose memory, have been pendiled on the secoml column from 
tlie west, on the north swle of the iravc, near win'ch he is said to 
have been burieth'*^ Weever, Imwever, aflirms tlnit lie liad soon 
Ills tobib and epitapli, in the Church of the GvUlianmits, In the 
dt>' of Lie 2 ;c; according to which, be died hi November, 13? 1- 
The famous Alexander ilieqmm, another native of St, AUniifs, is 
also recorded to Iravc been buried here; but no inemorral now ic- 
mains to point out the place of his iutenneiit,t The only monu- 
ment deserving iiotirt* of modern date, is in the transepf, ngaii^t 
the wall at tlu’ north end ; this was erected in memory of Ciiuts- 
TOPHEB ilAWLiNsriN, Esq. of CurU Hall, in Cartmd, Lanrjt» 
sliire, who \\a,s (hsccmled bv the maternalline from Edward lia 
Fourth.* He was celebrated for his comprclu kauv. ot 
Saxon and mnilieni literature; and, while yet at (’oU«'i;r. pub- 
lished a correct edition ot’ihe Groat Alfreds %ersioii ot ^ lion Id a, ^ 
fic Oxmolaiione Pldlosoplnc/ lib moimmcnt a liiiure 

of IJistor\, rilting on a sarcophagus, in a n'dhdug position, and 
W’riting in a book, lie die<l in Jiumury', 3. in hi^ litt\ ,a\tlt 
year: he yvzs collaterally related to the celtdnated a)ititpiary, Di, 
lUchard llawiiiisini. 

Robert de Moubray, the gidlanl Karl of Xortijuudierland, 
temp. William Ilufus; Kdruund Reaidort, Duk(i td' Somerset ; 
Henry Terey, Earl of Northumbejiand ; Tltomas Ciiiibnl, l.ord 
Clid’onl; Sir William Clynlon, Earl of Huntingdon; Sir^^’a]^el 
Sothiiigton, Knt, Reginald, Bishoji of Chichester: ami Sir W ib 
liam Bhtiie, Knt. ol* York; are recorded, with \arious other 

persons 

Sec Weeverb Euiieral Moiumicntii, iind Edit, p, and Cluumcy\ 
Herts, p. 47 E 

f * Ai.EXANi*ia<, cognomento New am, (Man Cinvcytiie Uitn 
rarum scitntiu liunis: ohiit antu dom, 12 lit, darn, c\ prid. kal, 
Feb, et sepudU6 end apudfamvm S. AlbnnL Cuius (mime propitletur 
altissimtiSp Arkend \^'cevcr edit. 1767, from Atincds de H axcApj* 

[|il Fedigrte is inserted in Sandford’s Genealogical llisiory. 
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(persons of to have !>eeiji also interred in tliis fabric; but 

tht ir places of sepulture are not dislinguished by any iMemoriaK*^ 
Js'(*ar the present entrance into the sonlli aiaik*^ is ufijlatn aitar-loinb 
of Furbeck marble; the massi\e slab of whidb is 

to have heen an allar-stone, from the five simiil crr>s8es (4.) Umt are 
isrulptuied on the lop : to whose memory thih was erected feww 
unkninviu 

CauKlcn nH‘nii<;ns most beautiful bras'? wfaciem tlie 
cliihbcn of tla' Kiosks of Sroilaiid used to bo l»apt«d/ as bdkmg- 
hii' tfiN ('hutch; 10 which h huci been given by Sir Fichsird 
L*‘! , ut whv\ 10 was recorded l»y a poiufjous jnacrij>ti«Mi, 

' [icN ing tc, t red it from the flames./ Ivad boMight it from £dm- 
burL'i]. 'fin^ loot wa- ^ inbezzlcd in lln* (Jtvii Vv ur^; dudug which 
IMiio'i. ; ' . rousidecible d unage was done to the Inrasscs, and 
otlier Mj>nicin;«i nu'e;oiiai>' hut the particidars of these dilapida- 
ti<Me% a> w* 11 as ;dl the ne:<h*ni Ihslurv cd' the (^inireh froai) the 
linn- of the Ib huurati* n. is Hivoived in ohsturily, tlmnigh t)>edc- 
stinctioii ot all ih- el l . estry and [>uiish Ikh>Lv wdikdi wett? burnt, 
witii lije Itcrioi'! iioe.sc, aliout the year 174 -«-b Archdeacon 
Cole wjis Ke<*toj\ flu: lower part of the Choir is neatly pc-wed, 
and has a gon<t gallerv, erected in 17 15 , by William Hale, Esq. 
of King s aldco, ^^ ho was then a represeutiitiwe for tiiis Borois^h. 
0\er the pe.ipit e a crow n, appartnoly of the tune of iaiim the 
Fir>t : and high loer the westeiii atch of the tower,, on the west 
side, are she lloyal arms of the House of Siuart : tliCJse ciirum- 
stances, eonibined with the date MDCXXIlf, over the verses n 
St. Albuifs Marts rvloin, umler the window in the souili aisle, r|j 
ders it probvJ'le, that llic altenitions made in the Church, tBa<iB 
il to the iholcstnnt form of Worship, were effected during^ 
reign of that King, On one of the piers in the ikptisteiy’, Q 
marks of tiie more ancient pulpit may dearly be seem In the sct 
formerly of the IHarlhorough l;iniily\ but now of Earl Spencer, 4 
is a good carving of the Marli)or<<itgh arms. 

Many 

Beaufort, Percy, and CUlTortb w'ere burled in the Chapel of the 
\ irgin j ^ in iincali ordim^ slattwiy gradum, ei kmorern dig^ 
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Many of tli€ Honks and Abbots belonging to St. Alban's Abbey, 
became eminent for their laming, and renowned for tJu‘ir inge- 
nuity and skill in various branches of scientie and of art. Even m> 
early as the time of Abbot Paul, the Monastery had botfi a Li- 
hrajy and a Scripiarium, as clearly appears from Matthew Paris; 
though Mr. Newcome, by a singular misunderstanding of his au- 
thor, has affirmed, that among all the rooms and buildings be- 
longing to the Abbey, there, was none called the Library;"* though 
Paris himself records, tliat Abbot Paul, in Arturn for a gilt of 
tythes to the Abbey, had bestowed his own library on the warrior 
who had made tlie donation; and immediately afterwards, ‘ caused 
some peculiarly chosen books to be written,' to supply tiie places 
of the former.f Even in the brief account of this very Abbey in- 
serted in the Monasticon, an ancient manuscript of the Bodleian is 
quoted, as actually reciting the Latin verses that were inscribed 
upon the windows in the Library-Room, I 
The Scriptorium, or Writing-Room, was of equally distinct aj)- 
propriatkm. certain Nobleman, (Robert of Hatfield,) says 
Matthew Paris, stout in war, and a Norman by birth, in the 
time, and by tlie persuasion of, Abbot Paul, conferred upon the 
Church of St. Alban, two parts of the tidies of his demesne in the 
manor of Hatfield; and assigned them, at the suggestion of this 
Abbot Paul, a lover of books, for the formation of volumes neces- 
sary to the Churdb ; for that warrior was a literary man, a diligent 
hearer, and lover too of books. To this oj^ce were also annexed 
additionally (by him) some tithes in Redburn; and be appointed a 
Maily provision of meat to be allowed to the writers, lest the uri- 
i&rs should be hindered in their work. And the Abbot caused 

some 


^ Hist, of St. Alban’s Abbey, p. 75. 

+ Posiqmm--prefato Hhrarium suum, primh paraium, libc- 
contvlemt coutinu^i^fi^os prm-Hectos scribifacU. Matt. Pa. 
:p. 1003. '* ’■■■' ^ 

momskrii pmdlctu Monasticon, 
Vol. I, p. 1S3. 
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«ome noble voluiiics, necessary for the Cliurcb, to be there, in the 
very SrrJptorimn wliich he built himself, written by writers select- 
lid and i'etched from far.''* By these writers many books were 
transcribed, and were afleiwards given to the Church by Paul; 
the collection was further augni^ted by Abtet SynwHid; who, 
hiniself, gave constant cinployment to three or four scribes, and 
ordained that all future Abbots ‘ should employ one scribe at 
least/ Tlie increase of books was so considerable, through the 
above, and other causes, that Leland, but a few year^ previous to 
the Dissolution, remained several days in the Abbey, for the pur- 
pose of extracting notes of the Antiquities of Britain, from the 
treasures of the celebrated Library xchich is tkere.^^f All tliOSC 
treasures, however, were dispersed in the subsequent wreck of rc^ 
iigious foundations; yet a few of the Manuscripts, that are known 
to have belonged to the Abbey, may still hit found in our public 
libraries. 

Almost all tiie monastic buildings appear to have been situated 
on the so util and south-west side of the Church; but of these only 
the great Gate-Home^ on the west, and t few cottages, said to 
have been originally parts of the King's stable, are now^ standing. 
The ruins of the various edifices have evidently raised the ground 
wJiicIi they occupied considerably, and the sites of some of them 
may yet be traced. The situation of the principal cloisters can be 
very clearly ascertained, fobm tlie ruined arches that still remain 
attached to the walls of the Church. The nine which run parallel 
with the nave, each consist of three small pointed arches within a lar- 
ger one, with double trefoil omainents iu thespandrils; alt tiiese rise 
ii om slender pillars, now aimok hidden to their capitals, by the 
accumulated rubbish : tho^ arches wliicli adjoin the tnuisept arc 

more 


^ \Vhitaker!$ St. German's, from Matt. Paris, p* 1003. 

t Jgcham dm aliquot apud Fanum Alhani, nionasierium propter 
muros desert i Ferolamii siium, ut aliquid aniiquiiatis jiritanmea e the^ 
mut'u bihliottwca quee ibidem cefehru est, mverm^ |jeh Dc Script. 
Bril, p, 1 Oii. 
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m>rc plain; bnt that nran^st lo the south door, has a canopied 
bracket for a statue, 

I'lio House, a large, and hca\'v, gloomy huMiug, forming 
the chief entrance into the Ablniy precincts, \m$ built in the time 
€>f Ricluird the Second; and the upjKi* part is now used as tlie Pri- 
son ot' the Liherly, as the lower part formerly was of the Monastery . 
TIjc large arcli of entnince is obtusely pointed, and 1ms a groined 
and othenviae ornamented roof. The capacioust extent of the 
court-yai’d of Ihe Ablicy, may still be traced, from tiie scaltcrcd 
fragments of walls that formed the mclosurc, 

lu the frdds on this side, but at diiicrent distances, are two 
arched passages, locally termed tbc Monks' Holes, Tiji‘ opening 
into tiiat which seems lo have been tlj^ fniucipal, ihonglt both 
have a very general similarity, is at the side of a s\nall dilc!», about 
S50 or 400 yards froni the Clmrdr T1 h‘ present entrance Ls al- 
most choaked up wilh weeds, fragments of tiles, broken stones, 
&c. The extent of this passiige in a norlliern diiextion, is about 
j248 feet; at that point all further progress Iras been impeded liy 
the fall of the arch, and conscejuent descent of the srrperincumlHmt 
earth. It may be seen, Inuvever, from a siniili aperture on the 
Jeft, that it has a continuation in the same dirt etion. Its height is 
three feet, nine or ten inches; and its breadth at the bottom, about 
two feet. 

Tins passage is curiously wrought ; the workmanship is good ; 
and, generally s|)eaking, the whole is in an excellent state of pre> 
^rvation. The bottom is fonned of large blo<ks of fioe-slofn*, 
from throe lo four fee! long, and proporlioudbly w ide : wmilai, 
but snialler blocks form the sides, lo tlic height of from twelve to 
fourteen inches. Abo^c these, several couises of hewn or dressed 
flints, are canied up to the spring of the arch, which is mi^k^ 
cular, and composed entirely of Ronmu tiles, placed edgewise. 
The whole passage rise lo the north. In one part, 

cro^ng the bottom, t|^ i^»?i|lcuity about one foot wide, and ciglit 
or nine inches dee^^ Ou the surface of the ground iinincdmtely 
;ibovc the extrein^of the passage, is a hollow of sevcml yards in 

extent, 
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<¥;xtent, that has bc€« formed thmiigli the sinking of the arch be- 
iteath, and the consequent d,e|K>silioa of I he soil. 

* The second Passage opens into h field alK>ut 150 yards nearer 
to the Church; its interior directkna is^ hoAvever, the same; but 
the entrance is more choaked up than that of the former. The 
ratnc genend description Aviil suffice for tliis. The blocks of free- 
stone at the bottom and sides, the courses of hew n dints above^ 
and the Roman tiles forming tlie crown of tlw* arch, arc shuitar; 
but the mtenval statue is more niinous, and of consei juence the passage 
is more obstructed. Its length to the |X)iut, where the fallen rubbish 
prevents any further progress, is about ninety-four feet. 

That tliese passages were iuliioded for drains, may be presumed 
from the circumstance of the passage mentioned having two 
siualier apertures opening into it ; one t)a each side, but at some 
distance from each other. Tlie one on tlic right or cast side is 
stopjied up by the npp»r part of the arch Imving given way; but 
tliat on tlie west is \mkcU it foniif a square of about eight inches, 
and runs ofi' from the larger passjige at right angles^ Its leiigtJi 
apjiears to be between three and tour feet. Its furtlier extremity 
seems to otren into a tliird large passiigc; but this cannot be ascer* 
tuiiied, unless the ground w ere opened. The dimensions of this 
lateral passage render it next to improbable that it could havedjeen 
intended for any other purpose than a drain; and if this is admitted, 
it follows, that llic larger passages had tlie same appropriation. 

llesides the Ab!K\v Church, St, Alb;ms contains two others, re- 
sprcti\el\ dedu ated to St, Michael and St, Peter, St. Michael's 
Chi rch ‘stunds at tiic Imttom of the town, on the road to Dun- 
Mabk^, and within the walls of the ancient Vemlain. This Church, 
which, equally with St. Peteris, w'as founded about the middle of 
the tenth cenfuiy, by Abbot Utstnus, still displays unquchtioiiable 
specimens of the original Saxon architecture, in its massive piers 
mid plain semi-circular arches. It lias however, been much albT- 
ed ; and the massive tower at the wxst end is apparently of a later 
date) though still very ancient: this was originally open to the nave, 
by a large, plain, pointed arch, but is now excluded from the body 
ot the Church, by a gallery brought from tbt old Manor-House at 

Qorhauibury* 
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Oorhaitibiiry* Some ancient inscriptions^ that were here, arere- 
corded by Wmer^ and Chaimcy jt others yet remain, but have no 
particKilar interest, with the single exception, perhaps, of that ^> 
the menioiy’ of the illustrions Francis Bacon, Baron of Veru- 
Iain, and Viscount St. Albaifs, who, together with his motlMT, wa'T 
buriefl m this fabile.J This renowned pJiilosopher and statesman, 
is lepresented by a finelj-scnlpluicd alabaster statue in a inche on 
thenortii side of the elnnicel. lie is sitting in a (onlemplathe 

posture, 

^ Funeral Monuments, p 044. 
t Chauncy»4 nertfoidsLirc, p. i7t. 

J The biographers of Lord Bacon relate, that his health had sunited 
in the severe winter which followed the inteciious summer of ; but 
that, on his partial recovery m the succeeding »prmg, he was proceed- 
ing to maJee a iutic €xcur*iion into the country, in order to try some ex- 
periments in natural philosophy, when he was taken ill, and obliged to 
stop at the Earl of Arundel s, at Uighgate, where he died on the mnth 
of April, Ihe immediate cause of his death is thus related by 

Aubrey^ in his Manuscripts now preserved in the Adimolcan Ikluseum, 
at Oxford ; Aubrey himself professes to have received his information 
brom Ihomas Hobbes, of Malmsbury, who frequently visited his Lord- 
ihip at his houses at Verulaft?, and Gorhambury. 

** The cause of his Lordship's death, was trying an experiment as he 
was lakeing the aite in the coach with Dr. Witherbome, a Scotch-man, 
fhysitian to the King. Towards lligh-gaie, snow lay on the ground; 
and it came into my Lord’s thoughts, w'hy flesh might not be preserved 
in snow, as in salt. They were resolved they would try the experi- 
ment presently; they alighted out of the coatb, and went into a poore 
house at the bottome of High-gate Hill, and bought a hen, and 
»n^de the woman cxeatmte then stuifed the bodie with snow; 

snd tr.|Lnrd himself. The snow so chilled him, that 

' to hit lodgings, (I 

but went to the Earle of Arundell’s house 
putt hiip into a good bed, warmed with a 
panne 5 ^a dimp bed, tiiat hud not been layn in for about a 

yeare gava him suth a cold, that in or 3 dayes, as 1 rc- 

memb' Hiili Itifd me, he died of suflr cation.’* 
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posture, hkto ti»id lienefith i» the following ekgunt 

epitdpb, Wrt^ by th ffCcpb^pUsbed Sit Henry Weitpp. 

FKAMnt^BAmn, Ba%o pz \zkviam, S.«»ALBANf Vic*«^ 
Sen, iiotlonbn* titulb, 

Sc»eiitmnim ItimBn, Faecundiae ht, 

Sk »edtbat. 

itui, postc^inm omnia natnralis saptcntix 
Et cinljn^ arcana Ofolvissct, 

^ 'Sitiiri^ dect^tum explevu* 

Cotnpmita SobsoMur^ 

An\ Dm M^DC.XXVI. 

Mnv LXVL 

'I a»n virf 
Meni« 

Thomas Mbautys, 

Superstuis cnhor» 

Defuncft Admurator, 

U. F.^ 

gii 

^ III tho new ediuon of ihl £liG|;ra|diia Qritanmcai this epitaph has 
been thus transfated s 

FfiAi^cia Bacoh^ 

BaIKOK of VEHOtAM, VlSCOOKT St* 

% mre cemfikums Tiiks, 

OF Science the I#ioBf» of EtoausHcE xirt IsAW, 

SAT Tttirsi 

Who* aftor aBoatiiral Wisdom 
And Sect^u of CirU lilhhe had hnfidded^ 

Nature*! lAw fulfilled : 

be diAsohed • 

In the Year of Ourt 1 of hit Age* da 

^ * 

Of wicli * Uato, thfel tin SteiQWf tnight remain, 

, ' T<»0|*A» M*ilOTVS 
JU«i»g, Sn Attendant} J>edd, bn ^mirer, 

Placed thh *tiMiume»t. 

Ik 
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Sir Tlionras Menutys,^ who erected this moiniment, bad hern 
Prh^te Secretary to Lord Verulani, and contimied his fidelity to 
him through all his troubles; and on the death o( Ins master, iiV 
lierited his possessions, as cousin and next heir. He, himself, was 
interred in this Church, as appears from an im|>ertect inscription 
on a stone on the ])avement near the altar rails, and which stone 
is partly concealiMl by a pew. What remains of the inscription is 
ns follows : the second line seems lo have been chipped aw^ay by 
some invidious person, but is not efieclually obliterated. 

_ _ _ U tie nODY OF S.R 
_ _ _ MEAirnS KJ 

In this Church is also the burial-place of the family of the Lonis 
Crhmion, of Gorhain!>ury ; the memory of those interred is pre- 
served by hatchments, and other memorials. 

St, PiCTEifs Church stands on elevated ground, at the north- 
east extrejiiity of the town, on the Lutou road. Though origi- 
nally constrticted in the Saxon times, it appears, from tlie style of 
its architecture, to have been re-built about the time of Henry the 
Third. Since that period, however, it has undergone conskbtnihle 
repaii^ anil alterations ; the most recent of which have been made 
a! liie expense of about 40001. since the year 180J, when an \ct 
of Piiriiamcnt was obtained lo cmjwwer curtain Inistecs, appointed 

under 

In the. commendation given in the same work, to lIollriFs Eicliing of the 
Monument, the biographers are not equally happy: $o far, indeed, is 
the plate from being €X'cdknt, as they have characterked it, that it is 
extremely uiilikt;, both in the features, and the position, 

^ I’he unsettled state of our orthography, even so late as the beginning 
of the seventeenth century, may ,ia some degree be exemplified by the 
spelling of this name; whiclris in the epitaph ; though, in a 

letter from Lord Bacon to Sir Henry Wotton, it is spelt Meii^ius; and 
in Sir llenry*s reply,, Sir Henry was related both to Lord 

Bacon and Sir 

pUpliquaj WottonUnae, p, 
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iituler the Act, to levy a rate on the parisluoners to the above 
amount. The tower having become extremely ruinous, and in 
gyeat danger of falling, had been previously taken down ; and a 
general reparation of the whole structure was deemed necessary/ 
VoL.Vn. Feb, 1805. G ^ The 

♦ All the expensive repairs and modern alterations of this fabric, 
have probably originated from an order of Vestry, made the twentieth 
of April, nsd, in the following words. That the succeeding Church- 
Wardens have the old belfry taken down, and the middle flr>or sunk as 
low as it can conveniently be, to make another belfry.** To explain 
ihis, it is necesmry to observe, that the original belfry was so low, as 
to ob'truct that pcr-ipective view of the chancel which the then rulers of 
the parish w'cre desirous of obtaining; and therefiwe, under the order 
above stated, they had a new belfry erected, the floor of which is suid 
to have been about twenty-two feet higher than the old floor. This 
answered the purpose of opening the view, but was soon discovered to 
have done essential injury to the building, from violating the principles 
on which it had been originally constructed. The old belfry-floor had 
rested agamst the four great piers which supported the tower, and 
were below of solid masonry ; yet it now appeared, that the origi- 
nal builders had not carried them« up solid so high as the place which 
the new floor was to rest upon, I ut had contented themselves with an 
outside casing, filled only with rubble. Under these circumstances, on 
the eleventh of May, the t'cstry resolved, lliat, whereas the 

two piers (or part thereoO of the Church tower next the south aisle, is 
in a dangerous and ruinous condition,** the same be forthwith ** repair- 
ed.” I* or that purpose, a carpenter in the parish was employed, who 
introduced one of his own friends in the character of a surveyor; these 
fit associates, having undermined the pkrs of the tower, a heavy build* 
irtg* thirty -three feet square, prepared to set them upon woodtn legs, 
and accordingly diagged from London (where probably they had been 
lying upon the mud in the ri\*er ^rhamet') thirty-six great blocks of Me- 
mel timber, which they set upright, uiL in each pier, and then sur- 
rounded them wittfbrick-work separately; and afterwards walled round, 
an# covered with plaster, the four piers, so as tohiake them look like 
strong massy columns. With similar inconsideration, the Vestry, on 
the sixth of ^September, 1786, granted permission to certain persons, svho 
it, to add, at thuir ovm expensei two new triples to the eight bells 
a ready belon^g to tbe^ChuiXh ; all *eh^ng to increase the superincum- 
bent \Ve|ght. 



murmnDSHim* 

The Church, as it anciently ^tood, was in the form long CTOSS^ 

with a tower rising from the hitersection of the iiave^ cJiancelf sod 

transept: 


The amount of the expense wasted on this repair, was 27£)0t and 
almost as soon as it was finished,* the parish seemed to l>e alarmed with 
apprehensions of the consequence; for so early as the twenty-second of 
hfarch, ITOO, a Vestry met to inspect the state of the four principal pil- 
lars; and the Vicar having moved, that Mr. Richard Norris, of ChmtH 
Hospiul, should survey them immediately, he did so on the twenty- 
fourth of April following, and gave it as his opinion^ that, ^ long as 
the timbers used in tliem remained Sound, the tower might be safe ; but,** 
he adds, should they decay, I doubt the tower's standing 5 and am 
sorry to say, that, from |he appearance of some of them, I should fear 
they are proceeding to that state In the mean time, the Vicar, and 
the Archdeacon, did all in their power to prevent mischief, and pro- 
mote peace, but in vain: vestries held continually : one forbade the 
ringing of the bells; die next rescinded the prohibition, and ordered it. 
More surveyors were called in, of vvlbon) some said, that the timbers 
were perfectly sound, and wouki be capable of supporting the tower 
for at ita$t seven years to come/* others declared they were decaying; 
till at length Mr. James JjBwis, of Christ^|Jlospital, having made a fair 
and unbiassed report of the state of things, the parish were persuaded 
to take down the tower; after they had gone on for years, someiimcs 
using the Church, and at other times having it shut up. To close the 
scene, on the morning of Saturday, the twenty-first of November, 1801, 
(service being at tliat time performed every Sunday,) the whole floor 
of the belfry fell at once into the fcdy of the Church, and crusjied se- 
veral of the pews to pieces ; a be^tn that supjportqd the floor, and rested 
on the piers, having broke off, being .quite rotten. This event obliged 
the palish to apply to Pa||iamc»l for an Act to enable them to re-build 
the tower and cliancel oj^n a reduced scale, and moreefl’cctually to re- 
pair the Cxhurch : tliis Act pa 5 sgfi.e» the twenty-fourth of March, 1803. 
The Bishop of Ely, to whom* m|^hancel belonged, agreed to it* being 
made smaller, and with hii:jS^^cs of the great tithes of the rectory, 
handsomely ctmtribuied the expense, on condition that the pa- 

rish should secure to ^ appropriator, the site of the old chancel, and 
mabbim tijc new thfe time to come. 'Ihq^acchiiect appointed 

to eflect the rece|(fc alterations, was Mr. Robert ChaLpm^n, qf Worm- 
wood-Street, Liiidoiif 
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tnmsept; bat the tower A now bnilt ap from the grouwl: the 
chancel lias been &ljoi1cned ujmards of thirty feel; and both ends 
o4" the fiansept luu<‘ been taken down to the level of the side \\alis 
of liic Church. Tlie present tower is of buck, neatly stuccoed, 
and embattled ; its height is Sixty-sc^en feet 
The interior of St, Pcler'^ has a very light and elegant appear- 
ance, the nave beme: separated from Uie aisles by a double serit ^ 
of high pointed arches, supported on u ell-proportioned, clusicu i 
pillars. The tower is open to the na\e by a pointed sirch ; and 
the windows of llie aisles a^e large mid giac cfiii ; those of the 
nave, which range above the roof of the aisles, have obtuse arclies: 
the east window is an exceUeut modern iniifalion of the pointed 
shle. The pews are plain, but regular; and lire whole inleiior 
has a neat and pleasing eflecl. 

Before the former lepair, there were many sepulcliral bi asses 
with curious inscriptions in this Church; and in the windows 
was a great variety of painted glass» some of whicli still re- 
mains.*^ The most remarkable of the inscriptions was under 
the figure of a Priest, on a slab in the ciuncel ; it was en- 
giaved ill a double circle, between the leaves of a rose, as in the 

Cr 2 cut 


^ Salmon, in hi^ Account of Ueits, page DO, has noticed this painted 
glass in the following manners ** A great deal of painted glass in the 
windows. In the north window, St. Peter with hi^ keys, twice: St. 
Andrew at the west. In the north window, a man drinking; a label, 
Ecce hihi Venaimn credc : two stand by him ; one of them holds the bot- 
tom of the cup to his mouth; a third ii sitting, with two children lean* 
ing iheir heads in his lap. In the next, (window,) one in armour knecl- 
ing; two others standing by. In the middle window is a person naked, 
his hands tied down, an executioner stabbing him in the throat with a 
long sword; a woman stands behind t this seems designed for Olfa’s 
Queen, seeing young Alfred murthered. Tlie third hath a grave man, 
in a blue gown and cap, with his Iiands tied to a pillar, a woman sitting 
by in a mourntui post me.’* 
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cut h^jieath^ winch was fxecaled from a traced drikwmg made 
from an impr^ssiolt tak^ fmm the bms itseJf; $6 that all the 
forms of the letters, and miet} of the coatraclions, are represettl- 
cil iiitb perfect accuracy** 



The outer circle, when diveated of its eontractious, and spelt 
agreeably to the present system, wtil^n thus: 


The Drawing 
correct dclineaMoiij 
Roman Pavei 
perfect fac-ij 
made by ore 
at their 


Lo aU that ere 1 spent, ehat tometitee had I ^ 

All that i gate tn good intm, that now have I, 

That i neither gave nor hfm, that aOw ahie 1 j 

That 1 kept till 1 L The 

Mr# lltomas Fisher, whose talents for 
eminently dbphyed hy his pnnt ol the 
iV^red in I^denhali-Strect, and by his 
abstftise mscriptiom from Ancient Bd)yIon, 
irectors of the East india^Company, ati^d engraved 
Cttt was executed by the ingenious Mr. il. T. Austui, 
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Hie iaoer circle expresses the same saithiieuts iu Latm, hut 
sore coaeuefy; wbca read at length it is as tbilows 

' Sued Expend* habui, 

Sutiod Donavi habeo. 

Sued Negaci puiBor, 

Sued Senxm penlidi^ 

The word Ecccf ia tife centrfy should be te^t^ered, T%u$ it is > 
Another brass, hi the (Cancel, r^wesented h Merrhaut and Jus 
wife ; the latter was dressed ui a dose-bodied joluitle^ witii a doak 
descending to the ^t, and lia^ hi a squalte hood above her 
head, beneath their feet was this inscription : 

i^it lacfitf 3fab^ ail{njCIot»n)Hl abilt • jCO>o 

felt ix{(inbi4 Sliituu BniifSfftim • f • CEt Bm 

S^natit — — 

On a dab in the nave, were brasses of a male and temaie; the 
former in the halnt of a Merchant; with the following i^taph in 
four Ituea: 

S^Ufm Sittw. anil Jiia tRStf <9ucc» 
unUn this atone ben huneh ptn 
3fn betoen eooB lotn^arauni bem a plate 
90 tbu them beuabt loidi tbt blone Cut Btie 
saabiibeWHm 80 bm it itotbsppne ‘ 

3IC bai' of ^rtbt« paat tb>a pteaent file 
anil oil mt 

S>f ffwt ipboa atau be tbeit pi^rtniattCt. 

Many of the bodies of those that wete slab in the tvto battles 
of St. Alban’B, were buried b this Church and Cbiueh-yard. 
Among those iutened in the Cfaurdi, was Sir Berlin Entxsyset, 
Knt. of Lancashire, who was wounded in tbtt hid: battle, and died 
a few days afterwards. Ldand says, “ he was beiyed under the' 
plase of the Lectoriuu in die quyre, whereas a taemoriall of him 
ther yet remeyneth.*’ This ‘ memorial^ waa a hrasa figure of a 
Knight in armonr, a ftagmaut of wbidi was proenred m die late 
yest)^ 3 the femk af thpjipndie of ihe awotd whid> die Kn^ht h 

6 3 rqiresented 
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repre$eRted ais wearing, is exactly ttmilar to that of a real sword 
said to have belonged to Eiilwysel, found in digging up the foun- 
. dations of the diancel during the last repairs. 

Of those who were, lulled in the same battle, and interred 
here, were the Ralpha father aiid son, of Bapthorpe, in 

Yorkshire. Their epitaph, both in I^ilm and English, is rec^rdod 
by Weever and Channey: the Bnglidi part was a translation of the 
Latin, andrahtiius: " 

Behold where two \l AvtPB Babthorps, both the Soofte and Father lie. 
Under a Stone of marble Itard, interr’d in this mould drie; 

Henry Sixth/ the Father, Squiie, the Sone, he Sewer was. 

Both true to Prince, and for his sal^e, they both their Life did passe, 
The Year one lliousand, and foure Hundred Fifty -five, 

Grimme Death, yet not alone, did them of breath deprive ; 

The last day of their light was th* tweniielh^two of May, 

God grant them light ih Heav*n, and without end, a Day. 

Among the other inscriptions of tlie fifteenth century, one 
in commemoration of Edmund Westhi/, Esq. who die<l iu Sejv 
tember, 1475 : he was flundrcdor and Bailiff of the Liberty of 
St. Alban; and in his hon^^c, Henry the Sixth is $aid to have re- 
mained during the time of the first battle. In tite chancel is a 
handsome monument iu memory of ,LiErTENANT Colokfl 
William Dodyks, nho was appointed Lieutenant Govenior of 
Berwick upon Tweed by Queen Anne, and, after retiring from the 
military service, at an advanced age, became Justice of the Peace 
lor Middlesex and Hertfordshire, and for the Lilierty of St. Alban. 
He died in January, 1738-5, at the age of eiglity-eiglit. Another 
handsome monument in the chancel, with a very florid Latin epi- 
taph, records the memory of Robert Rlmney, D. I), who was 
Vicar of this Church upwards of twenty-eight years, and of whom 
some curious circumstancejyil^ related in the first article (Mirza 
io Selim) of the secondjlj^mc of Dr. Cotton's Various Pieces; 
he died at the age December, 1745. Against tlu? 

west wall, at the nave, is a tablet to commemoiate the 

virtues of Rob KRif^AYEKiMG, M. B. Scholar of Christ Cliurdi, 
Oxon, ^hc^diedy^Pme, 1747, aged twenty-nine. Beneath a Latin 

enitaiiii^ 
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epitaph, givini; Iiim an exalted character, are the foikwing r«ie^, 
writlen by Dr. Cotton. 

Oh ! come who know the childlqsi parent’s si^h, 

Ihc Weeding bosom, and the streaming eye ; 

^Vho feel the wounds a dying friend imparts 
W lien the last pang divides two social hearts; 

Ihis weeping marble elnms the generous tear: 

Here hes tlie friend, the son, and ah that’s dear. 

He fell full-blossotn'd in the pride of jouih, 

Ihe nobler pride of science, worth, and truth. 

Fiuxi and serene he viewed liis mouldering clay. 

Nor lear'd to gtS, nor fondly wish'd to stay ; 

<And when tlic King of 1 errors he deserv’d, 

Kiss'd the stern mandate, bow'd lus head, and d)’d. 

Another inoiniment, against llie west wall, the bunt of 

Edward Str(>n< 5, of New Barns, iti this parbli, Citizen and 
Alason of Loiidou^ who. equaHy with its ingenious aichitect, Sir 
Christ opiunr Wren, ami its truly pious diocesan, Bishop Compton, 
sluiied the felicity of si^eing both the begmtiing and the tinishing 
of that stujKindous fabric,^ the Cathedral Clmu h of’ St. Paul, (to 
the laying of the last stone,) about which he was employ etl as 
Mason: he died at the age of Sjsjvcnty one, in February, 1723. 

Tlie Church-yard is extiemely s|niciou% and contains numerous 
monuments; and among them, one with tliis itmeriptioa; Uere 
are deposited the mnuins of Annk, IIankah^ and Nathaniel 
Cotton this is the only meiuorial for Dr. Cotton, the ingenb 
ous author of \'Kioiw in Verse, the Fire-side, atid other small 
pieces, ail of which ai« strongly conducive to protnote the interests 
of \irtne and religion: they were buried resyiectuely, tl*e fourteenth 
of Aprih i74-9; ttineteeuth of May, 177^2 ; a*id tlje eightlj of A«gus>t, 
1788 . 

The principal CAt^ritable Faundutim at St. Alban’s is locally 
named the Bolldikgs, and consists of nine alms-houses, forming 
tlnee sides of au oblong square, widi a palisade in front, near the 
cntrauc<^^ of the town from Hertford ; each bouse has u detached 
garden, and contains fourja|>itrtiitc;pts, Tliese Were built and eii- 

(.4 4 dowed 



si 4 ||>|K>it an* I MiamriwiwT jHHir pcfiw>tti; <W hdf to % 

poor iHfo, ftiKl tlif of/wr poot nomeii. Ute pmfist nlh^ 

mce to the 4 lmype(^>ie b JJL f^r amium eacln ITio entire ina- 
jougcment of this esiBbh^bment is tested to the prOptfttOF o/ the 
inauoi of Seindndge, which hdutig been the pro/ierty of the lute 
Earl S|>encei, his Hidow, tJ»e Dowager Countess Spencer, has now 
the supermtendence.^ Not far distant from the above, and near 
the noith-wesl side of St. Petefs Church, in Bow^gate, is Peniici* 

ton's 


^ About the >ear 173 'i, Sarah, Duchess Dowager of Marlborough, 
purchased of the heirs of the family ^'f Hobotham, the Manor of New- 
land Squillers, within the Parish of St. Peter, of which the Manoi - 
House stood at the extremity of the Borough, by the srde of the road 
leading to Hatfield and Hertford, This house hat mg been long aban- 
doned by the famil), had been let as a IBoy’s Boarding-School and 
about the years 1715 to 1718, it was a very reputable school amorg the 
Dissenters, where the celebrated Dr. Doddridge, Dr. Aikin, and ntlicrs, 
ministers, and other persons of that profession, received the ludtments 
of their education Ihe Duchess pulled down the houw, and elected 
the present Buildings, or Alms-House, on the site, which Almi>-lIouse, 
and the grounds laid to the same, together with certain estates m 
Crowhurst, and other places m the counties of Suircy, Sussex, and 
Kent, late the property of Edward Gibbon, one of the ^outh Sea Di- 
rectors, and certain other estates m Marston Jabbetr, in the county of 
"Warwick, Mate the propeuy of Robert Surman, Deputy. Cashier of 
the South Sea Company, the Duchess, by deed inrolled m Ciuncery, 
dated 2nd of June, 175t), conveyed to Daniel, Earl of Wincbebca and 
Nottingham, the Right Hon. Sir 1 bomas Reeve, Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas, and others, in trust, fof the roamtenance of the alms- 
men and alms-women, but fo the sole management of the 

said Duchess during her hft,|fflifter her decease, ol the person who 
shall be in posse smou of tn the adjoining pan*h of Sandndge, 

(who ts at present her gr^^^Kat grandson, Lari Spencer.) She also 
directed 201. per aimum^ ^ ^aid to the Rector of the Abbey Church, 
or to the Vicar of tie Church of Sr, Peter, for the time being, 
$>T overlook me the omm that shall be placed m the said Alms-House** 
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ton^s AIiH$'^Housc; a range of tax buildings, erected for as many 
poor iM'dows, m pursuanee of the Will of Roger Femherlon, E< 5 q. 
^ho was She, iff of this bounty in l6$0, and died in l627; having 
directed tJjat the sjim of 51. yearly, issuing frojui his manor of Shel- 
don, in Bedfordbhire, i>hould be paid for the maintenance of each 
of the said widows for ever. Over the gate of the Imle court be- 
fore the /Vlim-Hou^e, is an arrow, or short sj>eur-head, stuck up- 
right in the britk-uork; and the tradilion of the place is, that the 
founder ^bot a widow with an ariow by accident, and built the 
Almvllouse by waj of atonenicnl. lie was grandfather to 
Sir Francis Peml>crton, Lor<l Chief Justice of England in the time 
of (Charles the See<md. Ollier Alms-Housn, but of iaieiior im- 
portance, are established in iliffercnt parts of the town. 

Several Schools^ for the instruction of the <hiltlren of the poor, 
ba\elH5ea instil utecl here, and are supportctl bj soluntaiy conlri- 
butions, and other patronage. The Grammar -Scho:>l was founded 
umler the Charter of Iiuorjwratioii granted to the Borough by 
Edward the Sixth. Quein Eli/abetli, by Letters Patent, dated at 
Gorhambury, on the twenty-fourth of Maith, in the twelfth of 
h(r reign, (1570,) empowered the Mayor and Bnigesses, fertile 
better support of the saitl School, to grant two wine licenses to 
any persons they should think fit, within the boiough, permitting 
them, “ to sell all sorts of wdue, by any measures and at any 
price, to Uie cxcUisiou of all others; provided that the annual 
salary of IJOl. was paid by the Mayor and Burgesses to the Mas- 
ter of the Sc liool. Another wine licence was granted, by James the 
First, 111 order to aiigiiieiit the $ti})end of the Master by the * sum 
of fournimksf and at the same time tlie Mayor and Burgesses 
were privileged to seize any wine kept for sale routrary to tlic 
grant, in any place within tlie borough, or the distance of two 
miles. These wine licenses weie let by auction for three years 
from Chiistmas, 1803, for the benefit of the grammar master, at 
l()l. |)er annum each; to the kee|>ers of il»e White Hart, t!ie 
Woolpack^ and the Pea-Hea imis. Qver the door of tlie School 
IS tins inscription: 


SCHOLA 
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SCHOtA S.** Albant. 

^iict Diia: Maria jampridem nomive di^cia 
Liter alls celebrmjtcU Elisa domuiih 
^hiid vHat ittgenuae pietati juagicr wia ^ 

Hi lie f tihttCf verm ed idip^imus honm, 

\uother Sdtool^ for tljirty boys and tbn giiU, has been esia- 
blislie<l by the Piesbjlerians of tlib town, who ha\e aMr<tiu£r 
House heie; m iiavc also the Quakers, the ImlopciHlanls, and tlie 
Baptist^* 

The charter by which tim Boroue:Ii was tiist incorporated, uas 
granted by Edward the Sixth, in the \c*ar 155 i: it vests the £»o- 
vemment of the Borough hi a Ma}or an<l tew capital Burgesvse , 
w'ho were empowered to make other Burgesses at their discietion, 
a Steward, ^ Chamberlain, and two Sei grants at Mace. The 
provisions of this charter were siNmewhat aiteicd botii by Charles 
the First and Cfaaries the Second, and iig.iiii by Janies the S< coiifl ; 
but the charter of the tatter King was aillerwards made ^oid. and 
the Borough is now governed by that granted by his predci'c^soi, 
on the tweiify^seveiitli of July, Ifib'-J*. Under this chailer, the 
Cor|>oration officers cousin of a Mayor, tw'elve Other Aide rmtii, 
twenty-four Assistant Burgessei, a Higli Steward, a Recorder, a 
Town Clerk, a Coroner, &:c. Tlie Mayor is chosen diinnally on St. 
Matthew's day. The first return to Parliament made in the 
thirty^fiiUi of Edward the First; but after the reign of Edward liie 
Third, no Members aj^ar to have been sent by tliis Borough till 
the first of Queen Mary, when two representatives were chosen 
under the new charter that had been giauted by Edward the 
Sixth: since that period the returns have lieen regular, right 
of election is vested in the Major. Aldeniieu, and Freemen, and 
in such householders only as pay scot and lot the number of 
voters at the last contested election is said to have been 516‘. 

The TowThlhll Is old biiildlug in St. Peter's Street: it had 
previously belonged^ Jio the Abhej, and was called tlie Cliaiiul 
House; and it granted by that name to the Mayor and Bur- 
gesses when the Borough wai first hicorporated by cliarten Alii 

tJic 
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tjie public business is tmr tr<ii|sacled here; as well of Ihf Borough 
z% tlie Liberty; in the windows of the IM, or Court of Justice, arc 
«oiiK‘ old shields of ams; in the lower part ^ tlic prison of the Bo* 
rough, 01 Town 6aoL The Mm Ut-Home is a plain structure, sup* 
ported on wooden pillars. The Mm Li-Cr0$s, which is also of wood, 
is of an octagonal form, and is saul to stan^ on the same spot where 
Edwaid the First had previously built o^e of those beautiful stone 
crosses which he erect ^‘d in coinmcmtirration of his beloved Elea- 
nor. Near this is an ancient square tower,' called tlie Oock-l!ou%tj 
piinripaily built of flints, with stroi^g vaulting beneath the lower 
part is now inhabited; but the original destination of thi^ fabric is 
unknown. Themaikets aix' well supplied, jauticiilarh with com, 
butcher’s meat, eggs, &c. 

\ arious improvements base beeo made ai jSt. AlbanS within tlie 
last tvieuty years' one of the pniHi}xa! was forming a new road 
thiougli the south-east pat I of the town, under an Act of Parha* 
ment obtained in 1794, by which some dangerous tmnuigs wcit 
asoided. Within the last yeai, several ol the slit et^ lune also 
been paved luul lighted, id purmance of another \ct passed m 
Martb, ISOI ; aiitl lliest impiovementsaie intMidtd to becontmutd 
through the whole Boiougli. Some of the liSJuses, esjieeiaHj in the 
higher parts of the town, are respectable building'?. The en- 
tile number in tljt three parishes within the Bomugb, as re* 
turned under the Act of 1800, was ,5 27; that of the mlubhaiits, 
003Su The situaiiou of the town on the luutli-west road, occasions 
considerable bustotss jfirom the j»assage of tiavellers, and many 
principal tind iu%pt Uw» jmve been estabiyied here. Ailditioiial 
^ employiueut is sap|>lietl% two ftieweiks, a Cotton ^lanufactoiy, 
a H$ik Milh the latfuir oc*cupies the {anuc situation on the 
fiver Ver as tiameti Ihe Abln^y Mill, and fumisbes 

labor to atmut |i% gfrla oC difle^eut ages. The macluuers’ fllls 
three room^, and vel^ iii^niot^iy cot^tiued; some of it is con- 
fstructed 00 a ueV and much-iuiprfved priijrfple. J'his nuiuifac* 
ture, th^glt scarcely iufrodueed ajlibve three ycaiai f^iwises to 
become flourishing: and a nifw Mil! Is now fitting np near the fois 
niei one. 

At 



lOS hbktforbsiiibe. 

At the bottom of Holywell Hill, in St, Alban's, on the norfli-ea‘it 
side of the River, is HOLYWELL HOUSE, the pleasant re- 
sidence of tlie Dowager Countess sJpenrer, who retired hither after 
^the decease of the late Earl Spencer, in the year 1783, aiwl Inis .since 
made it her general place of residence. This Mansion was princi- 
pally erected by Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough, into whose tainily 
the estate has been conveyed by the marriage of a daughtiT and 
co-heiress of Ralph Rowlat, Esq. who was Sheriff of Ilertfordshiie 
and Essex, in the tlnrty-tliird of Henry the Eighth. In the fH'di- 
ment of the principal front, are various military tropliies, in allu- 
sion to the victories achieved by the Great Duke of Marlborough . 
the garden front opens to the lawn by a kind of cloister, wiiicli 
formed part of the old building that stood upon this $))Ot. 

Among the few interesting^ pictures that decorate the apart- 
ments, is a very fine three-quarter length of Sabah, Diichess of 
Marlborough, by Sir Godfrey Kneller; and also a portrait of 
Lady How'ABD, by the same artist, with the date Here 

is likewise a painting of Queen and the Duke of Gto- 

CESTEB, when a boy, (given by that Queen to tlie Duchess of 
Marlborough;) portraits of the Eabl and Cot'NXESS of Bks- 
BOROUGH; a whole length of the prestmt Lohd Spenceb, 
when a youth, by Sir Joshua Reynolds; and another of his sister, 
the present Duchess of Devonshire, by Gainsborougli ; whose 
talents for portrait are also displayed by a large picture of Wiu- 
eiam Poyntz, Esq. of Midgham, in Berkshire, brother to the 
Lady Dowager Spencer: lie is represented in a shooting dress, with 
a gun; and near him is a Water sj^ankl ; the landscape part of tliis 
picture is extremely fine# 

Hic grounds connected with this tnansioni thoit^ not extensive, 
are pleasingly varied: the trees are of almost eveiy description, and 
most of them have been planted by the Dowaggr Lady Spencer; ^ 
who possesses considerable knowledge in b#uucal science, and has 
also embellished her little demesne witli a great number of curious 
■’ants. The Eoly-weH^ ^om which the estate has derived its naipe, 
the bwn adjacent to the gar<|^ fiont: it is still held in some 
of eafimation^ for its purity^ a^ sahibrious qualities. 

Among 
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Amoii^^ tho most eminent natives of St. Alban's aie rcoord<»(l 
Alexander ^eeham, Nequam, or Ncckbain, Sh* John Mandeville , 
Sir John King, and Sir Franris Pemberton. Alex anoee Necham 
flouiWied in the reign of King John, and attained very general 
ctlebrity for his knwledge in philosophy, poetry, divinity, and 
rlietoric. So great was liis fame, that he was irtyled ‘ miracuhm 
imrenu; the wonder and miracle of wit and science.' Sm John 
ManbevillE was bom about tlic beginning of tlie fourteenth 
century, and became famous as the greatest traveller of |u*« 

He left England in 1S32; and haung visited most parts of the 
world, and acquired a knowledge of many languages, returned 
home after an absence of thirty'^four years, ilis Itinerary has 
been published in English, French, Latin, Italian, and German; 
and though it contains many improbable statements, is still inte* 
resting. According to Wcever, he dfed at Liege, in 1371, as bet 
fore stated. Sir John Kino, an eminent Lawyer,^ was born in 
the year l(;J9; he was admitted into Queen's College, Cambridge, 
at the age of sixteen, and became remarkable for his early and 
great attaiiihicnts. In he was removed to the Inner Tem- 
ple, where he made great progress in the study of the law; and 
atlerwards became King's Counsel, and Solicitor Gcaieral to the 
Duke of York, and was knighted by Charles the Second, in 1674. 
He diet! about three ^ears afterwards, at the age 6f tliirty-eight, and 
was buried in tlie Temple Church. Sib Francis Pemberton 
was descetuled from an auci^it fuinily in Lancashire, and was tfaO 
son of ILiljili Pemberton, Esq. who was Mayor of this Borough in 
1627 and 1638. After receiving the rudimeiits oThis education al 
Emanuel College, Cambridge, he puisued his studies at the Inner 
Temple, and was called to the Bar in Novepiber, 1654. After suo 
cessive promotions, be wm «fade Chief Justice of the Coimiion 
Pleas in l68ij. He died in l697> Rt the age, of seventy-two, and 
was buried at Higl|gate, where he Itfid built a handsome residence. 

The ruins of SOPWELL NUNNERY occupy a considerable 
space of ground about half a mile south-eastward from St Alban's; 
but tlie dilapidation^ have been so great, that neither the plan of die 
buildings, nOr their appropr^tion, can now belraced. This Nuu-u 

nery 
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ncry was of the llenedictiue Ortler, and founded about the 
year 1140, by (icoftVoy de Gorlmiu, sixteenth Abbot of St, Ab 
baifs, oa the site of an lunnble dwelling that Imd been constructed 
with branches <4’ trees, by two pious wouieji^ \^ho lived here in se* 
elusion aiid strict abstinence. The Abbot ordained that the mnu- 
her of Nuns should not exceed thii1eeii> ajjd that none should be 
admitted into the sisterhood butnuiklens; he aUo granted them 
some lands; and their possessions were afterwards increased by 
ditlerent grants from Henry de Albiiii, and others of his tamily^ 
an estate in the parish of Ridge was likewise given to them by 
Ru'liard de Tany, orTodenai. At the period of the dissohitioii of 
this house, its amiual revenues were estimated, according to Speed, 
at 6'8l. 8s. Od."^ but Dugdale records them at only 40l. 7s. lOd. 

In the year 1541, Henry the Eighth granted the siU* and build- 
ings of the Nunnery to Sir Richard Lee, who had been bred to 
arms, and was the person who liad previously obtained the grant 
of the lands lying contiguous to the Abbey Churcli.t By him the 
buildings were enlarged and altered for his own residence; ami the 
surrounding grounds were inclosed by a wall, and converted into a 
park. Sir Richard died in 1575, leaving two daughters; by Anni% 
tlic eldest of wdiom,^ married to Ed^vyn SacUeir, second son of Sir 
Ralph Sadleir, of St«tidon, ||Ais county, Sopwell passed into that 
family. About the time oi Restonitioii, it again fell to an 
heiress, married to Thomas Saunders, Esq, ofBeechvvood, and was 
afterwards sold to Sir Harbottie Grimston, ancestor to the present 
Lord Viscount Grimston, of Gorhambury, who is now owner of 
a conskiemble frail of Sopwell-Bury Manor* 

The ruins of Sopwell are mostly huge fragments of w all, com- 
posed of flint and brieli ; the windows in what appear to have 

been 

Tanner supposes that Speed mistook a and that the revenue 

Avas only 5SL 8s. Od. ^ 

f NeT^f^ome as»ert»> of St* Alban's, p* 4^.0,) that Sopwell was 
given Uiebard through the solkitaiions of his hand^pm^ wile, 

iiaidcn name was Margaret Greenfield,^ and wifio was in no 
smalhiiwf /with tJie King,” 
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been tlic <!hief apartments, are square, and large, witli stone frames; 
some of them have been neatly ornamented. The gardens, which 
lif contiguous, arc now orchards: in the wall, over tlic door lead- 
ing into the principal one, is a square tablet of stone, sculpUired 
with the figure of a dexter hand and arm, elevated, and liohiing a 
broken swonP ; above was an ifiserilxHl label, now mutilated. In 
an angle in tliis garden is a strongly-arched brick buikling, witli 
various small recesses and niches, coiistmcted vvilliin tlje wails. 
This Xuniiery is said to have obtained the name of Sopwell from 
the circu instance of tlie two women who lirst esiabli.shed them- 
selves here, sleeping their cr^^tH in the water a neighbouring 
well. One of the out-buildings i< vet staiuling at a little liktimcc, 
and is now userl as a barn. Many of those who assumed the 
veil at Sopwell, were ladies of distinguished rank, fuiiily, and 
leaniing. An luiauthorued tradition reprt sents lltfurv the Eighth 
as having been married to Anne Boleyn in the Chapel here. 

ST. STEPHEN'S CIICIICH, nearly one mile sontJi- west ward 
fiom St. Allians, was founded in the tenth centun, bv Al>boi UI- 
smns, and still displays vestiges of its original architecture, though 
it has been much altered in su!)sc<juciil ages. In the chanrd 
stands a curious ancient brazen Eac^lc, which is said to liave been 
found buried in the eiirtii, on opening the vault of th<i Mpuntgo- 
mery family, about the year or J7o0. Near the top is en- 

graved a rnitre, and crosier passing through it, and a coat of aniK 
of a lion riimjyant, both twice r<*pcated: lower down is a circular 
inscription in the old Cerinan character; and at the cud of the 
circle, the arms again repeated; the inscription is as follow s: 

liiit On the pavement is an inscribed slab in mc- 

inory 

^ line crest granted to Sir Richard Lee in 1544, vva*? an arm with a 
gauntlet, holding the hilt of a broken sword. 

^ In Bcatson's List of the Scoilish Bidiops, two HUhops of DtU'keld of 
those names occur under the sixteenth century; the first was l/>rd Privy 
Seal of Scotland; the other Ms n«*phew: how the eagle came inti) this 
Church from Scotland is unknown ; though it scetus probable, that it 
nught have brought hither by Sir UicliVrd Lee, \vi;k the font Avhich 
he presented to Si. Alban’s. 
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tnoiy of Ouvr. Mountgomeb-y, Wife of Lewis Mountgomm^ 
Gent, of this pnrish, who died in Marcli, 1^9^: over it hangs a 
singular little Imtehment, only tweiity-^seven inehes in diaincter, the 
bolder of which is omaniented with bones, spades, hour-glasses, 
and other emblems of liuman mortality. Here aiM> is an insriii>* 
tion for John Pitt, Esq. of Asliford, in Somersetshire, who 
catered early into the auiiy, was engaged hi all King Willianfs 
and (iueen >\jinc\ w^ars; at length became Aide-d©*Canip, and Mas- 
ter of the Horse, to John, Duke of Marlborough; and in ^727 
was made Go\erJior of the Bermuda Islands */’ he died in June, 
i7,>0, aged eighty -nine. Against the south wall is an inscril>cd 
tablet in memory of John llotPE, Esq. ‘‘Oifieial of the Archdea- 
conry of St. Alban, Ckmimissary of the Archdeaconry of Hun- 
tingdon, and one of the Masters of Chaticei^':'' he died at the age 
of sixty-five, in October, ifiJO. The epitaph is thus ghen by 
Chauncy : 

James, art thou here " and must this Church of Stephen 
fnshnne thy body, imw thy soufii in Ileav'a^ 

Had not ihy monument been better fixt 
Nearer to that of Auuot John the Sixth, 

By A LB AN*$ shnne ’ where thy rcligioui care 
Be deem’d those sacred relinks from despair. 

No f thou wast wise, and sure thou thought it better, 
lo make each Proto-martyr’s Church thy debtor; 

J7fai glories kept by thee from ruiR*» rust, 

And t/its may glory that it keeps thy duyt. 

Various other s^aldual melwaritds are in lliis edifirr ; and iu 
the Church-prd is a table m(MpUU«ot in memory of tlie Right 
Hon, Lady Ajwne PADpU|^lM|||jher of jChsules, Duke of Clcvc 
1 tnd and Soutiianipton, JjlEntr in Februaiy, J76'9, aged sixty* 
six; and her hnsbanA jpjjS fttddey, Esq. who had been her fa- 
riier’s butler: he of eighty*Uirec, h| Mard^^ 1780. 

part of St. Stcp |B ^aiK belongs to the E»1 of Essex, and is 
included in nfaap^o^Ked P^k Manor. 

At 
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At a tfeWt dWtaac* &«<* *•» iKwtiHUMt suk of MKknt Vcru/.i8i, 
Hvs « for fhmk Lepm, called;^. Maty dcPn, 

ot 0om itt aitutlodi TUi vm founded by Gumttp, 

iweMielfi AbM of St. A&aB'i»« aboat the time of lUdiard tbe 
Btttf and was cdlatged as its inmata became more nanwrons. 
iWy we» at first supported on ailovnuices from the Abliey ; but 
dilerwards obbdned some possessions, tboi^ of iacoaddemUe 
valoe. In IfiSS, Cardinal Wolsev, wlio then held the Abbey oi 
St. Alban iit comntendam, obtained a Bull from Pope Clement 
tlse Eighth fbr suppressing this Ilo^ital, and amiexing its lands to 
st'^se wT the Abbey; but be afterwards procured a grairt of them 
tbf his own use.* After lus attau.<ier, Henry the Eightli granted 
the site to Ralph Roiviat, Esq. of whose female descendants it was 
-.irciHUed by Sir Uai bottle Griuiston, Bart, and is now tbe pro- 
^Xord Viscount Grimstoii. Not my of the bnriduigs 
- V t.«it the memory of tlie Ilo^ital is preserved in Uic name 
Maty de Pre Wood, which occupies a conwderable plot of 
HI a^oimng to Gorbamburv, and of PrcMill, uptmtlie river 


GPRRAMBCRV, the delightful seat of Lord Viscount Grim- 
, hja dmived an adventitious, though brilliant lustre, from its 
- -g vOim tihe property and residence of the great Lord Bacon, 
'Jivis of hk fimuly. It obtained its present appellatioii from 
^ ^orbsm, a ration of Geoftrey and Robert do Qor* 
^ Alban's, ftoin whom be had recaved a grant 
of oertahi fauids, lying contiguous to Westwk^ 
* -'■**- ‘f wsntury. On this estatO, whidi 
i- - j jljj. Abbey possessions, be ereetpd 

w.'sasf^Rnry, conferred its own 
-■ ..V estate. Uls desomdaots contumed to eqjoy it 
M mtposfs from the dreumstance of 
abd LasinWnce de Broke, hemg tequued to 
* —Trss; in the time of Edward 
„ — _ = Wntwic and ShqthalL At 


, T*"W V**** 

toi. VII 1>B. 1806. 


1 twwiisc&th century, Gorbandbe^ 
H was 


* Tanner's Notim. 
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was m^uiuexed to tlie Abtiey b;y Abbot ^Ib Mare, B^iopnrchaaefll 
it for SOO matbs; and it cumdoued tSI the period of the 

Dbsolatioo. In tlie yefcr 1.541, tfeniy the gnmted it, to- 
getber with other Ii^ estates^ to Bajplt RioadBb who wa* 
afterwaida knighted, and made Sheriff of the Coualjr in the first 
of Edward the Sixths and again in the first of Eliaabedi. % Marj, 
his eldest dai)|g^iter nod co-liciresi, married toJobnMajaaid, Esq. 
Gorifflmbwy baoutte die proper^ of that gentlemanj and be, 
about the }4ar sidd ^ to Kkhdlas Bacon, Esq. who was 
afterwards hnljdited, and tosede l^cwd Keeper of die Great Seal b; 
Queen EiUabelii. 

Sir NkhofaM htectod a. new mansion, at a short distanoe west< 
ward froio that adfidb now fortos the residence of Lord Grimstou ; 
and here he Was fiequoitl^ visited by the Queen, who dated 
many of her state pepem ftom Gorhandraiy. Hiis Houseapiieais 
to have formed a q[qadtai^; but theeluef parts that are now 
standing, are die mina of the Hall, wfakh constituted die inner 
side of the court; and « lug^ octagonal tower, commanding some 
good views over the smnmnding cotmtiy, tboiijdi bow too ruinous 
to be ascended.* Ihe ecftmnoe porch is a square projection ot 
stone, rising to the tap (ffdiebttild^ and fimcifidly ornamented. 
Under the pe^iqcUb mctheKo^stoasefElizabeto; and below 
it, in tuchto tot each ride a square windew, are statues of Roman 
soldiers: btBiesrii theedvdowkthamstit^pd^ 

/f«C eum pe^it NicUimt Tieta ptunmuf, 

Blitabe^ lut/Un fberejOm! 

Ractmeqittt, mafpticuRoierat40e»igilU. 

Ctoria tU i(di iota iritmta Deo. 

tbe wafis am abbut dnek, tnul conposed of fihits and 

• ihe TotWathoo stoan. inside, 

wbich jb W qirito jfliinipiirinn^ {hm the Aubrey Manuscr^s, 

to 

the principal ol^s in tlie ahnexed view ; but 
Se jhrri altr i smaller parts, have taken place since the draw - 

lag was 
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in fronl."^ ** Opposite to every arch of this |K)rtico continues 
Aubrey, and as big as the arch, are drawen by an excellent 
hand, (but the mischief of it is, in watercolours,) curious pictures, 
all emblenmticall, with mottoes under each: for example, one 1 
remember is a ship tossed in a storm, the motto Alter crliion 
pbys. Over tills j^^rtico is a stately Galleric, whose glasse win* 
dowesare all painted; and every pane with severall figures of beast, 
bird, or flower : perliaps his Lordship might use them as topiques 
for local! use. The windowes looke into tlie garden : the side op* 

posite 

dicant Friar, kc. not one thing twice : on the dores of the upper >torie» 
on the outside, which were painted dark umbre, were figures of the 
Gods of the Gentiles; vise, on the south dore 2d. storie, was Apollo: 
on another, Jupiter, with his thunderbolt, bigger than the life, and 
donne* by an excellent hand ; the leightnings were of hatchings of gold, 
which, when the sun shone on them, made a most glorious show. — "l lirs 
was his Lordship’s Summer howse; for he said one should have scates 
for summer and winter, as well as deaths. Lhe Kitchen, larders, Ce.^- 
lars, &c. arc under ground. — 

** From hence to Gorhambury is about 2 little miles, the way ascend- 
ing hardly so acclive as a desk : three paralell walkes leade to Gorham 
bury in a straight line ; in the middlemost, three coaches may pasr. 
;ihreast; in the wing walkes, two: they consist of severall stately treev 
of the like growth and height, elme, chesnut, beach, horn-beam, Spe^ 
»ish-asb, Cervice-tree, &c. whose tops, as aforesaid, doe aflbrd from 
the walke on the howse, the finest shew that I have seen, — I'he figures 
of the ponds were thus ; they were pitched at the bottoraes with peb* 
bies of severall colours, which where workt into severall figures, as of 
fishes, A:c. which in his Lordship's time were plainly to be seen through 
the clere water, (though) now overgrown with flagges and rushes. If 
a poor bodie had brought his halfe a dozen pebblesof a curious 

colour, he would give i riling, , so curious was he in perfecting 
his fish-ponds, whiche L^iglitn doe containe four acres. In the middle 
cf the middlemost pow^iSt.tbc island is a curious Banquetting House of 
Roman arcliitecfu^^^ 'jj^cd' svith black and white marble, covered with 
Cornish slate, and 4|€aily wainscotted.'* 

^ Journey frem Chester to London. 
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;>osite to them has no windows, but is hung all with pictures at 
englh , as of King James, bis Lordship, and several illustrious 
•arsons of his time. At the end you enter is no window; but 
here is a very large picture thus: in the middle, on a rock in 
he Sea, stands King Janies in armour, with his regall ornaments; 
»n bis right hand stands (but wlietiier or no on a rock, I have for-- 
:ot) Henry 4th of France, hi armour; and on his left hand, the 
iing of S{>aiDe in like armour, Tliese figures are, at kast, as 
>ig as the life ; they are done only with uinbre and shell gold ; 
.11 the heightening and illuminated part being burnisht gold, and 
he shadowed umbre, Tiie roofe of this Gallerie is semi-cylin- 
Irjque, and painted by the same iiand, and same manner, with 
leads and busts of Greek and Roiuan Emperors and JFieroes/' 
his mansion of the Bacons was reduced to its present ruinous 
tale, wtien the present house of tlie Lords Grimston was built be*, 
wmi tlie years 1778 and 1785,* 

Sir Nicholas Bacon was twice married: by his first wife, Jane, 
laughter of WilKain Fernky, Esq. of West Crethig, m Sufiblk, 
e had issue tliree sons and three daughters: by his second wife, 
.nne, one of the learned daughters of Sir Anthony Cooke, of 
tiddy Hall, Essex, he had two sons, Anthony and Francis, An* 
*iony was an accomplished scholar; and, at the age of twentynme, 
e lK*gan to travel for further Improvement, previously to which 
4tr Nicholas conveyed to him the manor of Gorhambury, and 
lis estate continued in his possession till his death, when it des* 
ended to his brother Francis, afterwards Lord Verulani, The 
til of tlie Eiirl of Essex, with whom Anthony had been lutimatc- 
associated, is supposed to have afiecled him very deeply, as 

U 3 bis 

- In an orchard connected with the old manfion was a small Banquet^ 
Ig or Summer Hou&e, the wails of which were curiously painted nfjrer* 

, with representations of the libera! Arts, having appropriate mottoes 
>der them ; and above them, the heads of the most illustrious of those 
‘O had excelled in each art, whether ancient or modern. The mot- 
es are preserved in Weever, p. 584 ; and also in the Biographia Bri- 
niiica, Voi, L p. 410, last Edit; where tbey are given with translations 
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bis own decease occurred Mitbin less than a year.^ All bis time, 
after his return from the Continent, was appropriated to his stu- 
dies, except what was employed in the service of his patron, it 
was owing to Ibis reserved life of bir, observe his biographers, 
that his father's fine seat fell to decay ; and that the water, 
which had Been laid to it from springs at a considerable distance, 
was cut off in such a manner, that it could not afterwards be re- 
covered, but at so great an expense, that the Lord Viscount St. 
Alban's chose rather to build a bttle neat house near the great 
pond, saying merrily, that “ Since the tonur could not be bi ought 
to hi\ house f hcuould bring hu house to the water,*^f That he did 
not entirely neglect Gorbaiubury, is, however, evident, fforn llie 
extracts already given from Aubrey's Manuscripts. 

The splendid talents of the I-ord Chancellor were insufficient to 
secure him from the charge of corruption in the dislributioii of 
justice; and in tlie spring of the year lC2l, he was amwed by 
the House of Commons of many exorbitant offences of hiibt- 
ly," &c. The charges being referred by the Lords to a select com- 
mittee, and established to a certain extent, botbbv tbcexanjination 
of witnesses, and by bis own confession of ‘negie<f,* it was ad- 
judged that he shall undergo fine and ransom of forty thou- 
sand pounds; that he shall be imprisoned in the Tower during the 
King's pleasure; and that he shall for ever be incapable of any otfic e 
or employment in the State or Commonwealth; and that h<‘ shall 
never sit in Parliament, or come within the verge of the Court,'* 
After this disgrace and fall, he applied himself, wiih increased ar- 
dour, to his pursuits iu natural phtlosopliy, and history ; to the 
former of which sciences he may be said to have fallen a victim.^ 
On luh decease, in Gorhambury became the profHTty of 

bir I'homas Miumtys, Knt. who was related to him, and had been 
his private Secretary: he was also Clerk of the Privy Council in 

the 

niograptiia Britanulcj, VoL I. p. 505. 

Hid, Tins anecdote refers to Vcnilam^ House, already described m 

a previous note. 


J bet the anecdote from Aubrey, p. Vi* Note. 
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f}ic reigws of Janies flie First, aod Charles the First, Ills cousin, 
Sir Thonuis Meautys, succeeded to this estate p and he having timr^ 
ri|?d Anne, daughter of Sir Nallianiei Bacon, of Culford Hall, 
Suffolk, half brotlicr to the Lord Citaudellor, conveyed it tp her 
for life, with remaiuder to his heirs. Mer his decease, his widovr 
married Sir Ilarbottle Grimston, Bart, second sou and successor 
to Sir Ilarbottle Grimston, of Biudfield, in Essex, who purchased 
the reversion of tlie manors of (rorhambun’ and Kingsbun, of 
Hercules Mcautj^s, nephew and beir-atJawtoSirTlximas MeaiUvs. 

The Grimstons are descended from Sylvester, aftcrwaids sur- 
nuined de Grimston, a valiant Norman, who accompanied the 
Conqueror to England, and bore his standaitl at the battle of 
Hastings. In the following year, William appointed him his Cham^ 
heilain; and he did homage for Grimston, Hoxion, Toiisted, and 
other lands, which he held of tlie Lord Boos, as of the Honour of 
Rods, in Holdemesse, Yorkshire:^ from him Jhe Grimstons of 
Norfolk, Suftbik, Essex, and Herts, are all descended. It does 
not a|>|>ear that this family was much engaged in state aifaits till 
the tiiiu* of Henry the Seventli: In the reign of Edward the Sixth, 
Edward Griimlon, Esq. was made Comptroller of Calais; and he 
w as ?iRenvards continue<l in that office by tC^iiceii Mary^ On the tak- 
ing of Calais by the Duke of Guise, in the year 156S, he v\as maile 
prisoner, aud confincil in llic BasUie, wUcie the ministry^ of that day 
suffered him to languish, lest lie sitoukf return to England, and make 
public tlie re|H^ated remonstrances which he had addressed to them, 
on the ill-conditioucd state of the garrison to withstand a siege. At 
Icngtlj, after two years coiifineniait, hcescajied by stratugcut to his 
native country, and was honorably acquitted of any misconduct con- 
nected with llielossof Calais. He was afterwards knighted by Queen 
£li/abcth, and represented the borough of Ipswkh in several Par* 
lianients. He lived to the great age of ninety*eight, and was sue* 
eeeded by his eldest son, Edward, whose gnuidson, tlie secoud 
Sir llarlmttle Grimston, was the (lerson who purdiased Gorham- 
bury of tlie heir of Sir Thomas Meautys. 

H 4 This 




^ l^odgi's Peerage of Ireland, VoL V. p. !SS. 
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Tbh Sir Hub0ttk vihb crested a Barm^*t in the tenth of Jdtttei 
the first; he had been educated in the him of Court, and wm 
famed for his knowledge of the roiimion law, aiid id (he cudoi||5 
and usages of Parliament. He was twice married : his first wife 
was Mary, a dauglit^ of Sir George Croke, Knt. who was made 
a Justice of the Common Pleas in 1623, 4; and afterwards be- 
came so celebrated for his decision in the famous case of Ship-mo- 
ney. Sir ilarbotde was himself one of the first to contest the pre- 
sumed legality of that measure; and his father, with equal pa- 
triotism, suffered a long imprisonmeut, because he would not suIk 
init to the payment of the loan attempted to l>c eutbreed by tJie 
•minions of the ill-fated Charles. In the begimiing of tlie Long 
Parluiment,’* says Burnet, • ‘ he was a great assertor of the law*;, 
and inveighed severely against all that had been conremed in the 
former illegal oppression, liis principle was, that allegiance and 
protection were mutual obligations, and tliat the one went for 
the other: he thought that the law was the measure of both; and 
tlmt when a legal protection was denied to cue that paid a legal 
allegiance, the subject had a right to defend himsellV lie was 
afterwards one of the Commissioners appointed to treat witli the 
King in the Isle of Wight, and pressed the acceptance of the Kings 
concessions so strongly, that he was soon afterwards excluded the 
House by force, with other members, by Cromwell ; against whom 
he had previously brought a charge of saying, that * he was sure 
of the army; but there was another body that had moie need of 
purging, namely, the House of Commons, and he thought the 
army only could do tliat/t Cromwell denied Uie change with the 
most vehement protestations, and even tears; yet the lapse of a 
lew days proved lliat Sir Harboltte had advanced nothing but the 
trulls. 

Tlie unconstitutional measures pursued by those in power, after- 
wards occasioned him to withdraw from public affairs. His per- 
sonal liberty had, indeedi Hfjered; and, to obtain his release, he 
was obliged to engage, not to act, or do any tiling, to the di>- 

sendee 


^ ILst. of his Own Time, Vol. L p. 385. 


f Ibid, p. 45. 
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scmcc of tlw Parliament or mnyf' The death of Cromwell, and 
the imbecility of his ifuccessor, HiebanI, left him at lil^erty to 
Ijiti in tl»t* ilisimeted coancib of his country. The fdaiis then pur- 
biiinji; by Monk to effect the restoration of Monarchy, a;>pear to 
have received his coucurreiice; and after the re*adniission of Uie 
exclniied Members into the House of Commons, be v^as cliosen 
S|)eaker.'* In the Noveiul>er following (iGdOj be was made a 
Privy Counseiler by Cfaaries tlie Second, and appobfed Master of 
the Uolih, which othce he retained till his death, in January, 1683, 4* 
Chauucj observes, that he had a nimble fancy, a quick apprehen- 
biou, a rare inemorv, an eloquent tongue, and a sound judgment;*^ 
— and that ** he was a person of free access, sociable in company, 
siiicere to his tVieml, hospitable in his bouse, charitable to tlie 

poor. 

Sir Ilar’)(»ttlc had been representative for Colcheitcr in Essex; and 
when the expelled members were on the eve of being restored, the 
toiNming letter was sent to him by the Corporation of that town : 
norilde Sir; As we cannot but with thankfulness acknowledge the mer- 
cy of C»'od to the nation in general, so more paititulaily to this town, 
that, alter the many changes and alterations we have been tossed b, 
that now iheio is (as we have been credibly informed, and do believe) 
a free admission of the Members of the hue Paiiiament, so long inter- 
rupted by turce : wc tannot l>ut with much earnestness, in the behalf 
of ourwives, and the free burgesses of the town, make our humble re- 
<juest, that )(hi will be pleased to return to that trust, to which you 
were so iiccly and unanimously elected in the year 1040; which wc 
do the rattier request out of the former experience, that not only this 
town, but the nation in general, hath had of your faithfulness and abi* 
Jit\ , and tl'*c many miseries and calamities we have groaned under &ince 
your absence : and as wc formerly had the htmour of sendbg so eminent 
and worthy a member, so we slull hope, by the blessing of 6od upon 
your endeavouts, that not only ourselves, but the whole naikm, shall 
iinvc Cause to bless God for your return, and in due time reap the be- 
nt tit ( f your councils and labour in that great afBiCtion* Sir we shall 
not luiihci tiouble you at present, than to assure you, we are, as by 
^uuy foruHr favors bound to be, yciir faithful and humble servants, 

** 'Fhomas Peeke, Mayor, 

« Jolm Shaw| Recorder,** See. 
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poor, aud an excellent master to his servants/' Clarendon and 
Burnet, the latter of whom lived imdtir protection, as preacher 
at the Rolls Chap<*I, for ten years, give him a similar exalted el% 
xacten He died in his eighth-second \ear; and was succeeded ia 
his estaites and title by Samuel, his only surviving son by his first 
marriage* 

Sir Samuel Grimston represented the Borough of St, Alban in 
six Parliaments during the reigns of Charles the Second and Wii- 
iiam the Third: he w^is a t^ealous promoter of 1 lie Revolution of 
J6*88; and his conduct proved so obnoxious to James the Second, 
that he was excepted from the act of grace, or amnesty, prepare! by 
that degraded Sovereign, when he had formed the design of land- 
ing in England iu 1^92. This gentleman ma<ie f iorbatuhury Ins 
principal residence; and, like his lather, was twice married; first, 
to Elizabeth, eldest daughter of Heneage Fiurli, liarl of Notting- 
ham; and secondly, to Anne, sixth aud youngest daugiiter to J(diu 
Tuflon, second Earl ol Thanet, By then* ladies he had three 
children, who all dying before him, he bequeathed his estates, un- 
der certain limitations, to William Luckjn, Esq. graudi&on to 
ry, his eldest sister, who had married Sir Capcl Luckyo, Bart, of 
Messing Hjdl, Essex. On acceding to the property of his great 
uncle, this William assumed the name of Grimston; and having 
represented the Borough of St* Alban in four succensive Parlia- 
ments, he was created a Peer of Ireland in April 1719; and in 
the July following, he took liis seat in Pailiament. lie died at 
the age of seventy-three, in October, 1756, an<i was succeeded by 
James, his second son, who dying in December, 1773, was buried 
with his father in St* Michaels Church* James Bucknall Grixii- 
ston, eldest son and heir to the late Viscount, who succeeded to the 
iamily estates and titles, and is die present |K)sse.yior of Gorhani- 
buiy, received tlic honor of a firittsli Peerage in the \ear 1790* 
OoRHAMBUSir House Ml^apacious stone edifice of the Corin- 
thian Order, connected w M | S| n> wings, built of brick, and stuccoed* 
it was erected between 1776 and 1785, by the present Lord 

Viscount Grimston, fi^swpe designs, and luider the direction, of 
Sir Robeit Tavior* TMdiand entrance is by a fiight of ste})s leading 

beneath 
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beneath a handsome pediment, supported on well-proportioned 
columns: the summit of the central part is finished by a ballus- 
trade and cornice. The Hall, with the library, and the other 
principal apartments, are large, and are decorated with a rich cob 
lection of portraits, chiefly of the age of Elirabetli, and her im- 
mediate successors. The following may be selected from the most 
eminent; beginning with those in the Libtwy^ 

Loro Chancellor Bacon, whole length; Vansomer. This 
great man is represented in his robes, standing at a table. Whatever 
opinion may hr entertained of his conduct as a Judge, his temjKirary 
disgrace has liecii eclipsed by the immortal renown deservedly be- 
stou etl on his labors in natural science and philosophy. Those labors 
oj)ene<l the wav to all modem improvement : by unfolding the utility 
of exj[>eriment, he w ithdrew the veil from Nature; and posterity, en- 
lightened by his address, and deriving incalcutable advantages from 
tht* truths he 1ms developed, will have cause to revere his memory 
to the latest ages. Aubrey Ims recorded inanv curious prticulars of 
his private life, and eloquence, hi the manuscripts already quoted. 

At every meal,*’ he remarks, according to the season of the 
year, (his Lordship) had his table strcwexl witli sweet herbes and 
flowers, which he sayd did refresh his spirits and meinorie—- Hk 
servants had liveries witli his crest, a hoare ; and when he was at 
Ins country-house at (iorhaiiibwiy, St. Alban s seemed as if the 
court had lH?eue there, so nobly did he live. His language, where 
he could sjMite or passe hy a jest, was nobly censorious; no man 
ever spake more neatly, more presly, more weightily, or suffered 
iesse cmptiiiese, lesse idelncss, in what be uttered. His hearers 
couW not cough, or lookc aside from Iiini without losse. He com- 
maiKled where he sjK)ke, and had his judges angry and please d at 
his devotion: no iiuin had their affections more in his power. The 
feare of every man that hearde him was, lest he should make an 
end.*' Another verj^ fine portrait of tlic Chancellor is jneserved 
in a different a^iartinent. 

Abbot, Archbisliop of Canterbury; in Ills habit, by 

Vaiidyck; three quarters. 

Larl OF Clarendon, three quarters; Sir Peter Lely. 

1 Queen 
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Qvec), El,sabitb, dHtc: nUkrd. TU, i< '•> 

■have beeo giwn to Lord by tbe Qilteii beiH . 

LodowickStewakt, first Dube of Richmond; three quarJeu. 
This Nobkinan, who ws«s also Ditke of Lenox, and Earl of >icw- 
castle, was a deserved favaritc of his Sovereign and relation, James 
the First j bv whom hk memory was so nnicli respected, that, on 
receiving new's of his sudden death, in l6C3, he delayed the meet- 
ing of Parliameut for some days. Wilson rectufls that In* was 
found dead in his bed, after going to rest in the fullest health, 
he is dressed in hia robes, with a bonnet and white feutln r. 

James, second Duke of Richmond, three quarters; Geidorp: re- 
presented witii long flaxen hair, wearing liis star, and accompa- 
nied by a greyhound. 

GeoEGE Cajlvert, Lord Baltimore; Vandyck: pourt rayed in 
black, with sliort hair, litis gcmtieinan was bred to the law, and 
being early noticed for his {>oiitkal abilities, was patroniiJt'd by the 
Cecils, and became one of the Secretaries of State tinder James 
tlie First, by wltom be was created Lord Baitiniore ol the King- 
dom of Ireland: he bad also some large tracts of land granted to 
him in that country. Afterwards he obtained a grant of part of 
Newfoundland ; and, on the accession of Charles the First, visited 
and formed a settlement in tliat Island, but w as at length obliged 
to relinquish possession by the French, 'ilie King, to remunenite 
his losses, granted him a vast extent of country on the north side 
of Chesapeak Bay, in America ; to hold in common socage as of 
the Manor of Windsor, ilcUvcring autiually to the Crown, in ac- 
knowledgment, two Indian arrows, on JBaster Tuesday, at Wiiul- 
sor Castle, with a fifth of the gold and silver ore.” He died in 
April, 1632 , before the patent was completed ; but this was at- 
terwnrds delivered to his son Coceflins, who laid the fomidution ot' 
the floumhing eoiony, which the King himself named Maryland, 
in compliment lo his Royal consort, and which now forms oire of 
the most conskleiable of the United 3tates. 

Robekt Deverbux, Earl of Essex/ the impnident and un- 
happy favorite of Queen Elixabetb; Hilliard* 

Richako * 

Sec particulars of this Nobleman, Vol. VL p. 587. 
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RlCHAUn Westoh, EaH of Porthmf, mid Lord High Trea- 
surer during the nmisiry of the Duke ofBuckwglmm, in thereiga 
of Charles the Second ; Vatidyck. The Earl is painted iu black, 
with a ruff, blue ribband, aud white rod ; liis hair grey. The hor 
lions obtained by tliis Nobleman, overpowered bis judgment; and 
tiiough, in the early part of his career in state cinployments, he 
was greatly distinguished for his address and prudence, he after* 
wards became overbearing and rapacious, particularly on his pro- 
niobon to tfic office of Lord Treasurer. Tliis conduct, comujctcd 
wiih the baseness of prying into the sentiments of others, by mean 
arts, procured him general dis-estecm; aiid Clarendon records, 
tiiat, after the ileath of the Duke of Buckingham, he became 
his successor in the public iiatred, without succeeding him iu his 
rrcfiit at Court/' He died in March, ami iiis'fomily were 

estinct early m the next reign, ^flie poet Jonson, with the license 
i f his class, made him the theme of an undeserved panegy ric on 
his being made Earl of Portland in Februarj', 1032. This piece, 
which Jonsott addressed * To the Enviousf was as follows; 

Look np, thou seed of Envy, and still bring 
i liy famt and narrow eye« to read the King 
In his great actions: view whom his large hand 
Hath rais'd to be iliC Port unto his Land/ 

U eston 1 that waking man, that eye of state ? 

W ho seldom sleeps, whom bad men only liate * 

W’hy do i irriiaie or stir up thee, 

'1 hou sluggish spawn, that caint, but wilt not sec ^ 
i eed on thyself for spite, and show rhy kind : 

1*0 virtue and true worth be ever blind. 

Dream thou couldst hurt it, but, before thuu wake 
'L’offect it, feel fhou’st made thine own heart ach. 

In this apartment are also Susts of Sir Nicholas Bacon, and hh 
second Lady, and of their second son, Lord Bacon, when a boy. 
The following portraits are in the Dining Room, 

Lord Bacon, three-quarter length, very fine. 

Thomas WaiOTKEStEV, Earl of Southampton; Vandydk. 

Edward 
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Edward Somerset, Earl of Worcester, Master of the Horse 
in the tinier of Queen Elizabeth and James (be First; represenled 
in the decline of life, in a white jacket, and ruff, with a bald hrAs.! 
and a white beard. Sir Robert Naunton, in his Fraginenta Rei^alia, 
has the follow iiig passages, among other particulars, relating to this 
Nohleman. In his youth, part whereof he sjKnt before he came to 
reside a! Court, he was a very fine gcrttleiiian, and the l>est horse- 
man and tiher of the times, (qualities that recommended him to Eli- 
zabeth,) which were lljen the man-like and noble recreations of tiie 
Court, and such as took up tlie aj^iause of men, as well as tlje praise 
and commendation of ladies. And when years bad abated tliese exer- 
cises of honour, he grew then to be a faithful and profound coun- 
sellor; and as I have placed him last, so was he the last liicr of 
all the servants of her favor; and had the honour to see his re- 
nowned mistress, and all of tbeni, laid in the places of their rests/* 
He died in March, l62r» 8, and was burietl at Windsor. 

Phiup Herbert, Earl of Pembroke and Montgomery; Van- 
dyck. This Nobleman had {Hecedence of the iufiimous Carr in 
the favor of James the First ; and, by liis servile acquiescence in the 
advancement of that abandoned minion, still continued to en- 
joy die scond place m the King's estecitu His mother, the cele- 
brated sister to Sir Philip Sidney, is recorded to have tom her 
hair with indignation, on Iiearing of his despicable want of spirit 
when insulted by Ramsay, afterwards Earl of Holdernessc, a Scots- 
man, at a horse-race at Croydon, He married the Lady Susan 
Verc, on St. John's Day, l603: the bride was given away by the 
King himself; and (lie wedding dinner kqpt in the Great Ctmmber 
at Whitehall, vriiere a splendid !llil(iquc was afterwards exhibited, 
With other revels in hononr of till nuptials."’* His priiicip*il quali- 
fications for James's tavor, w^eiw/conielincss of |>crson, uncomniou 
knowledge of dogs aiul hofpi, and intrepidity and ^ill in bunt- 
ing. Charles the First made him iLord Chaiubcrlain; and while 

in 

* A very curious acr^nt of the wadding may be seen in Win wood ^ 
Memoirs, Vol. IJ. j&i' the latter part of his hfe hh condud became 
^dissolute tJut his Lady was obliged to be separated from him. 
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ill this office, according to Osborne, with his white rod lie broke 
many wiser heads than his own. He died in January, 1^45), 50, 
• George Villirrs, Duke of Burkmghatn, full fcngth; My- 
tens: represented m white, with a hat and feathet on a table near 
hiin,^ 

bin Nathaniel Bacon, Knight of Ac BaUi, half brother to 
I^rd Bacon, seated at a table with books, and dressed in a green 
jacket, lacjcd, whh yellow stockings; and near him, a dog. Tliis 
picture was eacented fay Sir Nathaniel himself, whom Pcacham, in 
his Treatise on Limnw, has recorded as an admirable painter, and 
whom Horace Walpole, in his Anecdotes, admits to have really 
nttained tiie |)erfeedou of a master. Besides this siiecimen of his 
talents, there is another painting in this apartment, which does 
him great honour for its truth and brilliancy of coloring; it is a 
large piece, represeuAig a Cook-Maid, with dead Game, and an 
ol<l (iame*Kec|>er in tlie hack-ground. This is considered as a 
real portrait of Dame Jane Bacon, Sir Natlianiefs motiier. 

<iEOB<»B Monk, Duke of Albeinaric, copkd by Sir Godfrey 
Knt'llcr, from Sir Peter I-ely, 

Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Cleveland, full length; Van- 
djek "iliis very fine picture wrs executed in l636, when the 
Ear! was in his forty-fourth year. He was a distinguished loyalist^ 
and (’aptain of the Guard to Charles the Rrst, and Charles Ae 
Second, His dress is black, with a red rifabott, turnover, and 
yellow Imir, 

Sir Thomas Meautys, Secretary to Lord Bacon, and his 
successor iti the possession of (lOrhambury. He ispourtrayed in an 
eleg^int but singular habit: in one hand is a spear, the other rests 
on bis side: he has on a sash, brown boots, a laced turnover, 
and a bat with a white feaAer. 

lu the Drawing Room are the following portraits. Sir Har- 
BOTTLE Gbimston, three quarters; Sir Peter Lely. Sir Hat- 
bottlc is represented in his robes as Master of Ae Rolls. Thb 

was 


^ See Anecdotes of Ais Duke, ui Vol. Vt« p. 5 IS. 
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was-tlic gentleman wlia became po'^sesscd of Gorliambury fj) hm 
marriage with the daugliler of Sir Nathaniel Bacon. 

St.' John Preaching in the Wilderness; Tintoretto. 

A curious old Portrait on panuel, being a small half length of one 
of the GrimsionSi paiittecHn a green jacket with loose sleeves, anti a 
large bonnet with a long silken appendage. On the back is tins 
insrriptKw, DETRUS ME FECIT K U9<).» 

CiiABiLS Howard, Earl of Nottingham, Lord High A<ltiii- 
ral in the reign of Elizabeth; Sir Peter Lely. In the btick-ground 
is a view of a Fleet in a Storm, in allusion to the Spanish Armada, 
against which the Earl acted as Commander In Chief. 

Lady Grimston, first wife of Sir Haibottle, and daugblci 
to Sir George Croke. 

Adoration of the Sbepberds; Luca Giordano. 

Algernon, Earl of Nortlmmberland, witli liis Lady and Child ; 
a long picture, by Vandyck. The Earl is represrmicd in black , 
Lis Lady in blue, and sitting. This Nobleman held the post of 
Lord High Adiniral, at the Ireginning of the troubles, in the time 
of Charles the First, but was di^laeed by the popular jmtty. He 
opposed the trial of the King, and, after bis death, rt'lircd to 
Petwortli, without associ.iting witli lire prevailing powers. Ho 
died in ififiS. 

Ascension of the Virgin; Ann. Cararci. 

Lady Eussabeth Grimston, first wife to .Sir Samuel, and 
daugliler to Heneage Fiadt, Earl of Nottingham ; Sir Peter Ix-ly 

Lady Ann Grimston, second wife to Sir Samuel, anddaugli- 
ter to Tufton, Earl of Tlamet. • 

Sir Edward Grimston, Comptroller of Calais, at the age 
of fifty; painted by Holbein ht 1548. 

Dame Jane Bacon, fifst wife to Sir Nicholas; small half 
length, painted by Sir NatUM Bacon. 

Our Saviour curing i#ih!k Man at the Pool of Bethesda; 
Bassano. Ii, 

* Pennant has giv^BB^tc and inscriptioa oa the back of tins pic- 
ture erri’ineousiy ; all^Wim a faint resemblance between the likeneis 
and apt&t m Monifewtoa, caUtd it Philip Le Boa, Duke of Burgundy. 
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In tlie Kali is a fall length of James the First, in black and 
gold araionr, by Holbein, , 

^ James the Seconb; Sir Godfrey 

Charles the First; Henry Stone, 

Catherine, Queen of Charles the Second, in the character 
of St. CaUieriae; lluysinaiu lliis, or a duplicate picture of the 
same subject, is mentioned by Walpole, as being that to which the 
artist was most partial; it hw been engraved in mezxotinto, and is 
ilnely iniinled. * 

Ebw^arb Carew, Earl of Totness, represented in a white 
lowered jacket, with a white beard^ an^ >hort hair; his hand on 
his sword. 

Sir Edw'akb Sackville, fourth Earl of Dorset; the witty 
and accoinpitsbed nobleiiiaii who fought the sanguinary duel undor 
the walls of Antwerp with the Scottish Lord Bruce, who fell dead 
tipun the spot.^ The Earl died in inly, 1652^ 

Henry Rich, first Bsirl of HollaiKl, iti a striped dress, veiy 
ricli, with a blue ribbon fcross bb breast, aod a bat with a red fea- 
ther ijj his IuukL Tile Earl was beheaded in March, l6'48,9, 

C atheiunk How ARB, Counter of $nfiblk, eldest daughter 
to Sir Henry Kuevit, Kiit. of C&urltonj Wilts; whole length, in 
, wiili A great roif; her bosom partly uncovered, Tbb lady 
was eminently dbtiiiguislied for lier venalily in respect to public 
afi'rtirs, during the four years in which the Earl of Sufibik enjoyed 
th(^ Treasttrership in the time of James the First The peace, so 
beneficial to Spain, negociated til the same reign, is attributed by 
Weldon to the iufiutuicc of the Ckiuutessf |ii trutJi,'' lie ob- 

.wves, Audley-End, timt fomous and great a^cture, bad its 
foundatfOQ ill S|m!iisb gold*** 

Thomas Howard^ third Dube of Norfolk, hi hts sbty-siAth 
year; full length: lioibeim 

Sir Nicholas Bacoh» This poUtuit is raeiittoned by Gran- 
ger. Ill Mallefs Lifo of tlte Lord Cbaneellor Bacoii» the manner 
of the death of Sir Nkliolas is thus related* “ He was under the 
VoL. VII. Feb. 18o 6 t toids 

See a fuU relation of this tigtdb imtten by Sir Edw^ard hlmsclfi in the 
Guardian, No* CXXXHb 
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Iiands of hU barliei*, ami the u<‘aflirr lieiiij? ^nllTV, IjRd ordered Of 
4 ivifidow befbie liim to I>c tlirouii 0 |>ein As ho vras* becortio veiy 
corpulont, he preswitly felt asfeq), in tlio current of freda air 
was hlouiiig in upon and awaKeef aflor some timedistempiTeif 
all o\cr. * Why (said lie to the smaut) <1kJ >ott suffer mo to sleep 
thus evposed? The felloxv repSed, tliat * Ire durst not presume 
fo disturb hmi.* * Tlieii, (said the Lord Keojier,) by your ci\iH!y, 
1 lose my life;' and so removed into bis bed-cliandh^T, where he 
died a few da\s after/* 

The Part and g^rotnids at Gorhamlmty^ include alioai 6‘00 acres, 
and are well i^ked with fine timber ; particularly beech, oak, 
and elm. The surface is agreeably diversified ; and the scenery 
<omj>oses some good hmdbcapcb; to which die emitiguity of Pre 
Wood gives additioiml interest. Tlic Park contains a conwclerabte 
ipiandty ^ fin« dec#r. 


Or HEMBi^H£MF.STEAn, as it if more commonly, tlioui;li 
incoireedy, denon^trdf is a respectable maikel«town, pleasantly 
situated on fisb|^ {titniisd^ iSt'a short distaiire troiu the rivt r (ladt^ 
The manor was an aiK^t demesne of die MtTcian Smiueigns , and 
six inanskHis berem, wm granted, by King Offa, to the ('imif h 
of St, Alban: the ranainder was, affci* the Conf|uesr, gtvm tft 
the Earl of Mortingkie; and it is singular that, in the deMTif^ions 
of these respective possossionsi recorded in the DomesdaN lU^ok, 
they are destribed as^dktbiet n^ors, and as lying t» rfilferent 
hundreds. Tlte part held Abbots of fft. Alban, continued 

m their possession till j|||^ssolutio»; that held the Earl, de- 
scended in tlie as Beiddiamsted,^ to Edmund, Earl 

of C^nwatl, who it to bis foundation for Bon Ilmtmrx, at 

Aiihridge, in BuenWii the borders of this county. John Water- 
house, Esq. wh^K Auditor to Heniy the Eaghtb, and whoM? 
family had seuled at HemstetLBury, afifietrs to ha%e 

l>eeu aficn*aiijflpi(W3ae^ tb» manor; tmU by his iaUirest uuli 

tin 


See \\ m. 
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llie Kill?, a charter of iiicor|x>ratioii, awi a weekly ma Act, were 
granted to the inhabitanK In Salmon's time, the owner of this 
nianor was Heiisfaaw Halsey, Esq * whoae descendant, the late 
Tiiotuas Halsey, Esq. of Gaddesden Place, represented this coun- 
ty in three Parliaments: he dicil in October, IJSS, leaving two 
rhildicn, Tlionias and Sarah; tbe former of whom died an intiiut, 
when the latter beeanie sole Imr, and has lately married. 

'I'hc VJturcIi, which Bttuidt in a spacious Church-yard adjoining 
to the town on the west ude, appears to have been erected in tiie 
Norman times, but has been much aheted, and enlarged, at sub- 
sequent |icriods. It is built in tlie form of a cross, and consists 
of a nave, chancel, transqit, and side aisles, with an embattled 
tower, surmounted by a high, octagonal spire, rising iioin the in- 
terserfiou. 'Hie western entrance is now disused, but disphtys a 
finely ornamented recessed arch, with two ookunns, and a half co» 
iumii on each side, sup|)orting various wohldings, charged wiUi 
diamonds, loiteng&v, loses, and trefoils: tbe ctqihals are all varied; 
one of them lias a curious figure. Tbe nave ksqiarated from the 
aisles by a nuigr* of live tnassire euluiflos on each side, and two 
half (oiuinns, with square capitals, variously sculptured, aud sup- 
{Kirtiiig rouiul ardws, iiaving plaw, zig-ag, and billetted mould- 
uigs. The aulies supporting the tower, are semscitcahur, with 
(lasteicd lolunitis, cuusistiog of |»o laige mid one sioaller on each 
side the cupitals are eqiWrt^ but disauailarly oraaifiented ; and 
on one of these is a curious insid. The arch, whklt opens iuto 
the cliaocel, has the billet uod tsig-ag mouldiugsi the roof of the 
chaucul is strongly groined; that of the ttav* is phin. Tbe win- 
dows liave been all vqitBed in the pointed form, «nib Hie escep- 
lion of tboee of the tower, the upper rtoijr of which has two semi- 
circular windows on each side; bidow these are others of tbe lao- 
(ct form. Tlie south porch, which open* into the Uiurch by a 
pointed arch, has a pointed wiadow on each side, aud is wstaioeii 
b> stioog buttresses. 

13 la 
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la tills Church, almost hidden among the pws, is aa annVnt 
tomb ill good presmation, with brass figures of a Knight and his 
Lady on the top; and beneath their feet this inscription: 

Robert ^ihm «hrt icp SlSarcccrf as femme outifte lut 
Ditu ne lea almea merer* 

The Knight Is in plate armour, witli a gorget of mail, and leprc 
seated as standing on a lion: the hcail of the Uidy lesl'n upon a 
cushion; at her feet is a dog: she has on a sqnaie head-tlie^^s, and 
a long cloak, tasteoed across the sliouldcrs with broaches, from 
which a knotted cord and tassel descends to the fret. 

The Market^Ilotisc is a plain edifice of wowl ; the Shamhles, 
near it, form a neat range of buck building. Tlie chaiitable dona- 
tions are nOt numerous; the princj)tal one was made bv Mr, 
Thomas Warren, who by uill, dated December 2, l7J/b, ga\e 
12001. stock, in the tliree per cent consolidated bank annuities, 
in trust; the dividends to be ajitdied to supjHirt fifty poor u a lows, 
by disiributiiig 71, 10s, year to each, on the third of jaiuuuy, 
and to the establi^ment of two Free Schools, one foi lhatu n 
bojs, and the other for fifrceng^rls. Great quaulilies of corn «oc an- 
nuallv sold in this town; and its contiguity to the Grand Jittu ti<ia 
Canal, has already had a beneficial effect on its trade, 'rbr po- 
pulation of HemekHcmsted, as ascertained under the late ad, 
amounted to 27^2; the number of houses to 4<)7. 

Hemstejo-Buhit,* or the Bury Houses at the bottom of tiie 

town, is a neat modem btiildhig, now the property of * 

Hilton, Esq. a descendkid JSiim the ancient and noble f'diniiy of 
Hilton, of Hilton Ca&tle, Duriiain. llie gronn<l^ 

are ftol extensive^ and tttl^^Komewljfit ioriually laid out, are 
pleasaiiL A^smait part old Bury-sted, or inansion, in which 
Henry the Eighth by John W'alerbouse, Esq. in 

yH sUudhig on onei^^f the garden. Tins estate was Uie pro- 
perly 

* Many of the llouu'i, ha this county arc distinguished by the 

name of Bur^, with that of the tovvti or manor to which 

they are adjaceUtk' 
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pcrty of the late Earl of Marchnioot; and has had many posses- 
sors durin^» the two last centuries. U iuiludes4he wliolc of the 
tiflvn of HenieHIemstcd; though its extent is not more than thir* 
ty-fotir acres atiii a half. 

BERKHAMSTED, BERKIIAMSTED ST. PETER's, 

Or Berkuampsieid, as it is generally, tlioiigh corruptly, 
spell, i« most pn>babiy of Sa?ion origin, as the name implies; 
ihougli some writers hase referred it to a still more distant era. 
** The Saxons iu ol<l time,*' says Norden, “ called tliia town l^erg- 
hamunit, because it was seated among the hills; for Berg sigiu- 
hed a lull; Hum, a town; and a seat; all which was very 
proper for the situation hereof." Chauiicy, on the auUiority of 
t^pclmun, lias afHnned, tlmt a great Council of all the prelates and 
military men, was held licre by Withred, King of Kent, in the 
year 097 ; yet this .ippears to be a mistake, Uiat comicjJ having 
really assembled at Biirstcd, near Maidstone.* Tiie King ot 
Mtrtia had a Pulacv m Vasthlmti and tite town, which seems 
to luwe grown up under its protectkaii had attained sudicient im- 
portance at the lime of the Conque^, to be a|>;)ointed as the place 
of ineenng bet^^eeii tiie Norman Sovereign and Uie chiefs of the 
confederacy forme<l against Im power, and beaded by Abbot Fro- 
tlu iK, ot St. AlhaIf^.^ Soon afterwards, tlie King, in direct \ja- 
lation of the oaths ^hicb he had then taken, seized tl»c possessions 
of the English, amt divided tliem among bis own lbU<H^ers. IWrk- 
haiHsted was given to Robert, Earl of Mortaigne, bis halt brothcr, 
and is stated ni the Domeeday Book, to Ih^ rated for thirteen hides. 

In the Borough of tltis Vill,* continues that invaluable lecord, 

are two-and-tifty burgesses, wbo pay four pounds a year for toll, 
and tliey half a bide, and two shiljyiugs mit by the year : 
there are two arpends of vineyard ; meadow, eight camcales, com- 
mon of }>astum for the cuttle of tiie vUl ; wood to feed a thousaiui 
hogs; and five shillings rent by tlie year. Us whole value h six- 

I 3 ‘ teen 
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Ucn poimdn When lie (the Eaif) wefwl If, tt^t mbie wa. fw cn^ 
IV ixvundv mid 111 Iho time of Kmg Eilwurd, tnwtydour roumf^ 
Edmar, a thane of Earl Harold, held this toftfior '' 

The Castle elected hy the SaKom etilargeil, aiKlstHm;th- 
cned, and tortihed with additimial outwoiks, by the Earl ot Moi 
tmirne, but in the time of his sonand successor, William, wha 
had labelled as^mst Henry the first, it was seized, with all Ins 
oiher jios^e^sions m England, and, according to the authorifs of 
moht oi tliobc who have writteii on tlie subject, ‘ ru/cd to the 
ground"' by the King's orders. It w extremely probable, however, 
that the demolition was oulv a partial one, and that the Castle was 
again fitted upasaRojal icsidence, eilhtr in the time ot SUphen, 
or very early in the leign of Hcorj the Second; as the lath r 
kept Ins court at BcrMiaimted, when he granted the Church ot 
Havemig, m Essex, to the monks of St, Bernard de Monte Jovis, 
to find firing for the poor,^ 'fins Monarch also granted many 
valuable and itidepeudent privtleget to the ** Men and Merchants 
ol the Honour of Walliiigfonl, and flerkbamsted St. Peter's/ and, 
among others, that they simuld have peace through all his land of 
England and Normandy ; with liberty to trade and sell their incr- 
chandize thiougb all pails of those kingdoms, and Aquitam, and 
Anjou, without paying eitiier custom, or exaction , that they sliouid 
be quit of all servile works, !«* exempt ftom all tolls; and eii|oy 
the same liberties, laws, and customs, as ns the time ot Edward 
the Confesbor, and that no market should hi held withui seven 
miles ot the town.”t 

'Fhe Castle and ilonodrof Berkhamxted contmued in tlw' Crown 
till the eeveiitii of King John, who granted them to Jeofifrey Fitz> 
Piers, Earl of Eksex, ** with the knight's fee tlicreunto belonging,*' 
in fee-farm for lOOL jK^r ammm. On lav death, in 1213, tiiey 
seem to have reverted to the Crown, or were, periia})s, seated by 
tile Kmg tn the eonfiisloii of the Barons" wars^ About three years 
siificrward^, anno 121^ 17, live Castly was besieged by Lewis, the 

Dauphin 

+ D? j Mon. Angh Vol II p. 420, 

i C luimry’? Herttca^dt^hire, p. 572 
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D*»uplii« of France, k cotyunctknt witli tliose of tlie Fn^lKli No- 
liiltfv, \ilaoiij oi joiiii hail induced to ba\e recuarsi^ to 

ior< igu ussistaaof^* Dutiog this ia^’^toieot, the garrison, taking 
advantage of tfao^tgligciice of tlw? Uesicgers, made two successful 
haUies on Uw same duy, lelurumg lo the Castle u*ith divers chariots^ 
arais, and pcOviiiions, ami the banner of WiUiam de Magnaville; 
but ailer a siege of some coutinumioe, tltey at length surrendered, 
on receiving the Kiug^s coiiimandi for drat purpose. 

Henry the 'fliird, in tlus ^eleventh of bis reigri^ granted tl)e Earl- 
dom of (kroHuU, together with the Honour and Castle of Berk- 
iiuinsled, tofticliard, Iik younger brother* afterwards King of the 
|lojimn% in reward for his services at the siege of the Castle of 
JUcilc, in Frauce; but disagreeing with him soon afterwards, he 
again seimi tin* Cudle uilo his own hailds^ Tlie mlei|K>sllion of 
lh<* Earls of Pembre^ke and Chester, occa&ioned ib icstoratiou 
to die Earl of Cormvalh 'wlio afterw'urds motiried Isabel, dowa 4 ;*i 
of CiitUit ck* Clare, Earl of Cxbcester^ and sisto to the Earl of 
Pembroke: this lady died in chiidbed* at Beihiiaiiisteii Castle, iu 
V2'Sil* In the year 1244, tlic Earl agak nmnied toSenchia, 
sifter to the Queeu, and daughter Kajtuoiid, Eiirl of Provence, 
vhom he endowed at the chutcli door (at Westmiuhter) with a 
thud pait uf all the lauds which he then possesseih or 'slioald at- 
teruaids accjuiws* lu the ensuing year, Ibe King granted hitu an 
annual fair, of eight clays couUituiince* for hisimmor of Bethham- 
mid IwMt, after a long Uhtesa, as aifma from Uattliew Fa- 
n\, he died, ou the fourth of tine noiies of Ajnil, Edmund, 

hi'y only surviving sou, by Setichia, his tJuid wife, siicceedcnl to 
hi^ estatefi and titles; and in bid time it was tomxl by iwquisitiou, 
taken at Bcukhainsled, in tlie tw^ty^ighth «if Edwcurd ifo* First, 
that them were four lmigi|ls"foe$ held of this Hoaour; and also that 
there were then twelve bur^lT^ within the borough of Beikinim^ 
sled, togctlier with fifty-two firec tenants, fuid tweuty-two tenants by 
^rjcmicy. This Earl founded (he Colley of Boi^Honimcs, at 
Asluidge, or A.^hernp^gt in BucUngbainsltfre, wlvere lie dit;d with- 
/>ut issue, in the caleuds »f October, 1300^ 

I * The 
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The Honour and Castk of Berkliamsted^ mth the Earhloui oi 
Cornwall, having thus reverted fo the Crown, were, in the fust 
of Edunid the First, grante<l to Piers Gavestun, <»ii his marnas^e 
with Maigaret, daughter of Joan of Acres, the Kings ststei, whi* li 
appears to have been solemnized at the Castle. The hauglii y < on- 
dud, and upsKiit insolence, of this Nobleman, having led t<» lus 
death by \ iolence, his titles and posi^essions agaiu devolved to the 
Crown; and in tlie w'cond of Edward the Third, John of Elthani, 
next brother to the King, was advanced to Uie Earldom of Com* 
wall: two years afterwards be bad a grant of the Honour, Castle, 
and Town of Beikhamsied, with other manors, to fl»e value of 
2000 marks per annum; but dying without issue, in J335, his 
estates were granted, by Uie King, to Edward theBlaek Piince, 
together with the Dukedom of Cornwall, to “ be held hy him 
and Jiis heirs, and tbe eldest sons of the heiis of the Kings of 
England.** 

Kichard the Setxind, son of tlie Black Prince, oeeasionally ic- 
sided at Berkhainsted Castle; and aftetwiuds gave permission fo 
Bobeit de Vere, Marquis of Diiblm, to live in it; giving him li- 
berty, also, to supply faintseif with wood and fuel out of the w'o(»ds 
and paik. In 1450, Henry of Momnouth, afterwaids Heniy the. 
Fifth, was possessed of tlte Castle, Honour, and Town of IWrk- 
bamsted ; and fiOm him tliey regularly pawd to Ileury of W ind* 
60 r, afterwards Hemy the Sixth; and to his son, Henry of West- 
minster. On the accession jpf the House of York, tlie Stewairdslnp 
of this Castle and Lordshj|^ was given, by Etiward the Fourth, to 
John, Lord Wenlock; aud the dCastle became the residcuce of 
Cicely, daughter of Ralph Neville, Earl of Westmoreland, and 
Duchess of York, the mother; who died hmin the eJe- 

veiith of Henry the Sevairiillt^ anno 1495. Since that period, the 
Castle and Honour of ]i|iif^{liamsted have descendwl from the Crown, 
to the successive of Wales, as lieirs apparent to the 

Throne, and pojipasors of the Dukedom of Cornwall under the 
gi-ant <>t Edward^ Jibe Third* 

In the of Queen Elizabetli, th^site, ciicuit, and precinct, 

ortte 0a^>l4,^ere demised for a term of years, by that Sovereign, 

to 





m 

to Sir Edwtufd Carey, under the arniual payowpnt of a re<! rt)se: she 
abo roni»tittitecl him Ili>;li-Stcward of Ihb Honour and Manor, by 
Jbittera Patent^ and by other Ijeltera Patent conveyc<l to him, and 
U) the l^dy ^get, hk wife, and tlielr heirs Mansion-House, 
(which Sir Edward appears to have baiilt out of the ruifas of tiie 
Castle,) with the l^»dgc and Park, to hold in free soccage, by an 
animal n'ut of Sh 6\, Sd. In the following century, tbe interest 
of the Careys in this estate, was sold to John Sayer, Eswj, but 
about the cominencenient of the last, it was fnirebased by the fii- 
mily of Po|»er; and John Ilo}>er, Em|. the proprietor of Berk- 
hainsted Place, is the pniseiit lessee of the Castle estate under the 
Prince of Wales, 

BEEKiiAMSTED Castle wAs Situated on the east side of the 
town; and tliougiii the builtliiigs are now reducedf to a fvw massive 
fnigineats of wall, the r^^nains are still sufficient to evince tlie aui* 
cieiit strength and in}]K»rtauce of this Ibrtress, The rani(>arls are 
very bold, and tlie ditejies still tfide ami deep* particularly on the 
north and east sides, though {wudly blind up by the iap*^ of cen- 
turies*. The woih'j ;ue of a cir<;phir foim^ ajiproacbrng (o tlie 
figure of an i^liipsis, and include about eleven acres. They appear 
to have roimsU'd of tbiee {tarts; a keep, a|i uinAr rjoutt, orbab 
Ihun, and an outer IndUaitt; Um boundwfy of the kUer of wbk^ 
juH hided the two former, and was a high and stroug nunpart of 
mrth, HurromiM by a The timer bailiatO; whicli was also 

environed by u ileep fosse, iiu laded the builditi|S, of which only 
the foundations of one small opartmeni, and a tew shapeless 
musses of wall, now remain: the general thickness of the walk 
seems to have b<‘cn from eighteen to twenty' feet. The keep was 
a l ircuUtr t0wer» cNreitpybg the siimmit of a high and steep aitiikki 
mount, ami lids aW was moated rmuid: tlie rfuimeter of tlie area 
inclosed by the outer wall* could not exceed twenty yards ^ in the 
centre is a hollow space, probably the site of a well, or dun- 
geoiu Large trees are growing on the shies of the iiimint, as well 
ns on many parts of the outwani rampart and declivities of tlic 
ditches: other |)arts are coveretl with underwood, in many places 
w thick as to be impassable. The inuer court is now an orchard ; 

the 
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the outer court h cultivated as a ^rm; and a itnal! cottage, with 
a tevr out-buildings, uow occupies a portion of the ground once 
inliabitcd by Princes and Sovereigns. Strongly as this Castle was 
fortified, it could not be tenable after the invention of caitnon; its 
site, dioagh elevated, being commanded by yet higher oniUKaires 
on the north and north-east sides. Near the ramiwit, on the west 
fide, flows the htiie river Bulboimie. 

The CHVSCii at BeiUiamsted is dedicated to St. Peter, and 
bniit in the form of a cross, with W tower rising from the inter- 
section towards tiie west end, ami having a pityksctiug stair-case at 
the south-east ai^le, teminated by a turret at the summit. Titc 
tower is supported on strong pointed arches, and was origiuaUy 
open i but is now dosed ftom the Ciiurch by the belfly floor. On 
the outside of th« tower, neat the street, is a sculpture of an angel 
.supporting a dtiddy hr^^aled with the arms of England and Frauce 
quarterly, and gold), a saltire, Or; with this imperfect inscriptioii, 

dtn tmTi 9{£S pifi togfft > the same arms are paint- 
ed on glass hr tim window of a small Chigiel within the Church. 
The oavc is divided from the aisles by hve miunius and two half 
columns on eadr side, sustaining plain pointed arches, over euth 
of which is a pdntnd atdied window: throe of the columns ou 
each side are drcuUir; Uie others ate dusterofl in e qnartrefuil 
form. The wesfem wardow h large and ramified; all the others 
are also hr the pohited style, but vary in sise and description. 
V.vious small Cinqpels and Cliantties were founded here iu the 
Catiuiliib thnes, audare still partially divided flrom the body of tin: 
Church. 

Tlie Sepulchral memorials iu thht edifice are numerous, and 
some of them are interesting aadsipilfniS, JBetween two coliunns 
of the nave, atui wh<% tnilouiMted by pews, is an audent tomb 
of rich worktuemh^, havmg on the tx^, fulbienglh eflip^es of a 
Kiught, and bis Lady, jUoth rocumbeot: and at the sides, various 
canopied niches, wHhiiil^ msuunentai pointed arches in relief, 
interspersed with riwMivf arms. Itee Knight is represented in 
armour, with bis hmds raised in the attitude of prayer across likr 
breast: Iris head roste ou a helmet, having g human bead, with a 

long 
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long licard, at lUc upper end ; bis feet are supported on a lion: ho 
has on a hood and gorget of mail; and on the sasUivhich crosses his 
bod> and shoulder is a rose: onsite to this, on hk breast-plate, 
is a dove. Ttic tigure of the Lady b greUtly mutilated ; her bandi 
and head are liroken off; tlie fonner are lost; the latter rests on a 
cushion, and is trovered witfi nefcrsvork: she b armyed in a dose 
dress, ai»d has a rose on each slioulder. Some of the shields of 
arms that surround this tomb, are completely defaced; otfters dis- 
play a rosc» ou a bend ; lu the honor |K>inr, a dove*^ On anotlier 
sliidd, at the east end, is St* fleoi^e s cross, baviiif in the dexter 
chief, a saltiic engrailed; JUid l« the siubter chief, a cross doubly 
crossed. Not any inscription h itnuiidng on this tomb, to desig- 
nate tlic jjcrsons to w hosi* memory it vi^as creeled ; but the same 
arms are displayed on shields of brass, inlaid on a slab in the mid- 
dle of the nave, over two good Bmss figures of a male and female, 
bolding each otlier's hand, nmler elegant canopies, now |mflly mu- 
tilate<l. Hound the verge of the dab was the following iiiscrijv 
lion, of which only the latter part from the word obyt mvi 
ftniaiiis, 

t)ic brent Eicbactma tS^srpaten ct {Qa^'aaieta u|:at tjuBp Qui 
guitnm iSUtl^a^ua ohijt quatm tiie minam 9nna 

SDatniai ^litia L Cierto, ct ^trgama a&i;t bic xatnm 
^atj anno Domini %t nmto. 

This Toiynton,’' says Weaver, “ as I have by reLifion, was 
the founder of this Cburdi ; a ntan in speciall favour with Edmond 
Ffcmtugenet, pule of ^ornwaB*'’t I’lm Tornn^tons a|J|>ear <0 
have intermarried with the heim of this town, the saim» arms 
^^ppear on tim memoriab of the latter ikmtly. 

Among tlie aucimt tombs of which tlie inseriptians are now 
lost, b one that yms raised to commeuiorate $ih John Cohn- 

WALLIS, 

^ llie^e arms, though now gr^attv obscured by x\lntc-\va4i, appc.ir 
also on the corbels which sustaia the mpporters of the lumc-woik of 

the roof of the nave, sind in other places* 

(> 
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Knt, who was a Member of the Council to Prince Ed- 
ward, afterwards Edward the Sixth, and buried here on the 
of May, 1543. A still more ancient tomb is partly included 
boheatii a recess in the wall of the north transept, but to whose 
memory it was erected is onkiiow!i. Various brasses, add vestiges 
of brasses^ remain in the different chancels, anfE%mall inrlosures, 
about the Church, the inscriptions of which hene been given by 
Weever, Chauncy, and Salmon; though not always with accura< > : 
several others have been lost within the last forty or fifty years. 

In Sayers Chancel, or boriahpiace, which connects with the 
south aisle, is an altar4omb df alabaster and black marble, in me- 
tnoiy of John $ At %% Esq. who was chief cook to Charles the 
Second when in exile, and founder of the Ahns^housc for poor 
widows in this towft: he died at the age of sixty-three, in 
Against the east wall of the south transept, is a very neat monu- 
ment in memoiy of JotiN DoebikN, Esq. who died in Decem- 
ber, 1784, aged seventy; and anodnir tti cotiimemoration of Ann, 
hk relict, who died m February, 1^02, at the age of seventy-three. 
The latter was executed by J. Bacon, Jon. and drsplax** a j>erboni- 
fication of Falrli, witli a burning lamp. Among the other monu- 
ments deserving tiotice, are tliose to tJie memory ol‘ Thomas 
B ALX> wi N, E«q. a proprietor of the water-works near Hyde Paik, who 
died at the Uge of seveoty^tbur, in June, l(4l ; Mas. Eliikabetu 
Ckaoock, who died in October, 1704 ; and Joseph and Jam es 
Mobrat, sons of Mrs. Murray, nurse to Charles the First, and, 
aceordtng to Salmon, builder of tlie west window of this Chun h. 
In St. Catharine's Chapel are l^vem] memorials to the family ot 
Waterhouse and in that Jdhn Baptist, to the family of 

IiiceUt; ^ whom Hobart 0^. tOhul. was servant to Cicely, 
Dnehess of Yoric, and •*e^g eaekness, in the first ot 

Heniy the Seventh } ao^ i?r. Jbibt Ittcntf was Dean of St. Paul's 
in the rdgn of Heniy the Eighth, Several Pucinas remain in dif- 
ferent parts of the Cbdrcb. 

At the bottom of the Cbttriih-ykrd, is a large and strong build- 
ing of brick, erected as a Free School in the reign of Heniy liic 
Eighth, and endowed with the faiids tlie gmld or brolherbond 

of 
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fit St. Jahn an aiicunit foundation in thn town. In the 

cstaWiishmeut of this srliool, D^an Ijiceat had a very principal con- 
cern; mid it \fm chiefly by his prudence in procuring a licence 
from the King to make a nominal purchase of the imssessions of 
the brotherhood, that those pos»'>C88ioii'> were not confiscated in 
the general wreck of religious bouses, in tlie next reign, the 
School was made a Uo>ai foundation, ai»l iacorporafed by the 
style of “ tli€* Master, Chaplain, and Uslier, of the Free School 
vind rijantry of Pean Inrent, of Berkhanivted/* The Master is 
appointed by llie Crown, and has apart merits at one eiul of the 
Free School; the Sclioobrooiii ovaipieh the centre; and the other 
etui inhabited bv the Chaplain and Usher, fri this town is also 
a Charity School, let! by voluntary routnliutions, See. ISu- 

meroub iloiwtions for cluirituUle purjfiose^ leave Ikcu made to this 
parish; the |>riuci|K]i} of wUirh was a bc^picst of lOOOl. inailc by 
John Haver, Esq. in July l6‘Sl, for tlji^ building and endowment 
of an Aims^JIou^e: tins was ewlrd after hK decease by Jin relict, 
who placed iti it sit poor widows, and increased the ouginal cii- 
dowmenl by the gift of ;30U!. Each widow has a small allow- 
ance weekly, and a clofh gown worth once in two Years. 

Ifi the parlhnncnt held at WcHtiiiiiister in the fourteenth ot Ed- 
ward the Third, wcie two represcailaliccs from tins Borough; this 
was the only return ever made, e^tcepliog to the Ureal Cmmdl 
held in the »une place in (he eleveutb of the same King. Beik* 
hanisted has been equally «inl’oit«tiate with respect to its Charter 
of Incorpoiatioi), which was granted by James tlie First, in his 
sixteenth year, but scarcely survived the periloas reign of his son* 
An attempt was made to revive tlie charter about a year or two 
after the Restoration, but it did not succeed. Tlic grant of arms 
to tile Coiporation whs issued by tjic learm-d Camden, as Claren* 
deux King at Arms. The Honour of Beikfmmsted included u|>- 
wards of iifty^iive loidships an<t manors, in the three counties of 
Herts, Buckingham, and Nortbaniplon. 

Berkliamsted consists of one principal street, about lialf a mile 
ill length, extemilng alopg tiie j^kles of the high road; and anotlicr 
imaller cme, brauebiug out from Church towards the site of 

the 
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file Castif . Hw buihfin^^ are mobily of brickf and iw/jjtdar » hat 
mtemta^jpersed v^itli vaiimis Irand'K^me hou •«*«», inhabited byre^|KTt- 
ablc lamiUc$» The number of hoiuie^ in thi$ parislif leturned 
umier llie Population Act, was 33«; that of itihahilants, l 6 ff 0 . 

BERKHAMSTED PLACE, the seat of John Roi>er, Esq. 
s!ands> cm a pJeasaut eminence adjohiiiig the town, Tlie Mansion 
is an iiTcgnlar btitSdiug; great pari of the stroctuie erected by the 
Ciwej’fc having been burnt down in the time of tlic l^rd Trea^uirr 
Weston, who then rc'sided in it; the remaiiiiler, wliidi coastituteil 
file back pari, veas aRorwards r^aia^d, and with scmic additions, 
fioiras the present dwelling: this Maiior-liouae was the nursery of 
King James^ cliildreii. 

PENDLEY HOUSE, the ancient seat of llie Andersoiis, and 
previously of the Femeys^ of whom Sir John Vemey, Knt. was 
Sheriff of Hertfordshire ami Essex, in the fourteenth ot Henry the 
Se\enth, and Edmond Verney, Esq* Sheriff of Herts in the nine- 
teenth of Elizabeth, has been puUed down by Richatd Ban! Ifar- 
court, Esq. the presait owner of the inanot, whose piedeccssors 
acquired it by marriage with llie lieiu'ss of the AndeiMms* 

TRING, 

C\LL1ED in the Domesday Book, is a amaH and 

Ur town, eitualcd on the north-western side of the county, on the 
high road to Aiiesbuiy, and within a short distance of Uic 1< knit Id 
Way. William the Conqueror granted the manor to Robert, 
E*iri of Ewe, or (hms Eauacld^ m whose lime it was iiilued at 
62 I. in Atbis Denarm, or whitiyi||ffey ; 8ii|)}K)scd by Salmon to 
i»ean sBver with a roarse aA^ MB oent aflerwardi. it reverted to 
tfie Crown ; and, in tiie $!:iven by King Stephen, 

with ail its appurtetiane^^^K; Abbey of Feversham, in Knit, 
wbicli be had then fik g|ia»»l wasconfinneti lo tlie motAs 

by succeeding Soverei|« and Edward the Secmicl sfave them a 
eharter foi a weekly aad two ansiual fkiw. After the Dis- 

solution, Henry tlie |P|hlb*^ granted ffie manor to tlie Archbishop 
of Canteibury, if |i, conveyed it to Sir Edward Kortb, Kut, 

Ttcasmer 
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Tit'»ufer ami Chancellrtr of tf«r Court of Auijmentdtiotis. Ry 
him It IraJwferred to Sir Eidmrd Lee, who ex.rti<inned it 
fqr lauds hi the tKinky erf Si. Attaa’s, with Edward the SiMh, It 
was again granted from the Crown, by I^d^* *“'d Mary, in their 
second year, to Henry I'eddmni, Esq. mid Eliiatieth, im wife, 
in reward for tite exertions of the former in the aervire of the 
Queen. This gentleman was most probably a readoos Catiiohc, as 
he wa.s attainted of treason, is die time of Eiizatiedi, and divested 
of the rewards Ixsitowed on him by her predecessor. James the 
First vested it in ttvistees for the use of the Prince of Wales, and 
it fimlly passed ftom die Crown to Henry Chiy, Esq. wlio eras 
(’Icrk of the 'IVeasory in the reigns of Oiarle) die Second, James 
titf Second, and William and Mary. He sold it, about the year 
i6h8, to Sir William Gore, KnI. sometime Lmd Mayor of Lon- 
don, whose descendant, HiomasGorc, Esq, ^spoaedofitafeW 
years ago; and it is now the property crf Sir ikummond Srnitb, 
Bart, who has iwendy maimed the widow of the late Sir Frantis 
Sykes, ofBa^doa, in Berkshire. 

Tung Chinri is a large and weH-fnopmtioned regular building, 
dedicated to St. Peter and St. Paul, and consulting of a nave, side 
aisles, and diancei, with a masshv tower at the west end: the 
walls are siqifiorted by attong buttresses, Mui tbe wfarde is eaabat- 
Ued. The toner has oi^giaallyiqienediiltoliieClittwh, by a sharp 
pointed ard), wMi plain moukiings, and two smaH pffiars on each 
ride: the lower part is now usiad as a WHlif. tlie nave » s^a- 
rated from the aisles Ity six pinuted ardhes, rishig feom h'^ 
clustered eohinms. The roof k «f thnber flmae-woik, with abm^ 
beams going aciressi tiie mqqmiiets oa each side are teruunated 
by a carved figure, each «f whkh has a well sculptaued figure for 
a corbel IwK. These tigmu aie carious : one <rf them is a man- 
key, with a bock and purse; anofiber b a i«i% wbbagooK; 
another, a iwuded beat; a anclung pig; degskwsrioos attitudes, 
and of difl'erent qredes; Nebudimhmmr, in fab di^taded state, 
having a human ftce, with along bmiMl, and a liou’s body; &e. 
Most of the windows ham obtuse poiiited arriws, and are divided 
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into thw^ l»y muKwn'. tnnrfoir ofeac6 Uhlr 

is lurgM* tlian the ottwi’s, uinl mow’ omatiMfiitorf by miiii/icntiwt*. 

xws neatly Tqwiretl sil>out the year t? 15, at t lie ex- 
Wilhmu Gore, £sfj, suecey^er to Sir WUUani Gori\ on 
hts inania«;e itb a (iau^^liter of U»e Earl of ISlottliamittoiK At tlie 
same peiiotl it ^v*l^ iK*w-pevved 'with oak, and Uie columns of tlie 
f)A\e lU'H painted in uvriublanee of larie^aied tuarWe; asMfll as 
tiie wainsn>tiiiig of the clmncel, whkh l»ad been previounlj ))iil up 
at the expense of Sir Richard Amlerson, Bart, of PemU(*\s and 
is embeilKbed Corintbi^ piWers* Tite Altar-pieee lepre- 
seiits Moses and \aron, with tabW of the pecalogne , the 
Pi'ayer, and the Creed. In (he pavement within the rails are sa- 
rioub slabs in memoQ* of the Andenom of l\ iidley, (%sho ba\e *il- 
so other mentouHli here;) and another iiKouunenioration of Mrs. 
£IsI 2ABETH Gulr, wife (o Ileiin Guy, of w'hom the iimnor 
was pui chased by the Goi*es. Agmitet the south wall is *i verj 
handsome mttial monument, inclosing a tablet, with a medallimi 
of loHN Gore, Esq, of Bush Hill, Middlesex, who died m Au- 
gust, 17tj5, at the age of seventy-four; and, tojrelher with his 
wife, If \NKaB, daughter of Sir Jeremy Vanacka Kimhiooke, 
Bart, who died in March, 17(?3, aged setenty-onc; and their on- 
ly son, Johti Gore, Esq. was interred l>eneat!i. Against the imrlh 
wall is a co'jtly luonuiiient in memory of Sir VViixtam Gorf, 
Knt^and liis lady, EiilEABEiH, eoustnided tif alabastei and 
black marble'; the deccasOvl are lepresentKl by figures in redinuig 
posUioiix on each side an urn; the Knight is dress^ m gown 
arid chnin; Ins Lady in of her time, adorned with lar<\ 

Above 19 the Macro, witlijM^Oidaiid Ottjpof MHintenanee, in 
saldre; over xvfatdb is a surmounted h> the anus of liie 

Gores^ Otid otherwise jAmeiite^ ^ Sir William died on tlu‘ twen- 
tieth of Jmiuaiy, l7(Wat the agoW Mxty-four; his Lady dkvl at 
the age fifty-iwqg^ 1705;' thdr viitues are recorded by long 
iuscrqukms on the^er p^rt of the hionUitient. 

The i$ a mean ediBee" on wooden pillars, having 

a pilloiry ai^ a cpge beneath* The market is iWincipally held for 
the sale of cont^ tmeA, and stiiiw-p!a(4 Vanous small donations, 

that 
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diat have Inseo given far the use of tlie j>oor, are enumerated on 
a table in the Church ; and a Sunday School^ for about eighty 
boys and girb, has been established by subsci it)tion. A small old 
imililing, called the Pesf-HouM^y is now inhabited by poor people* 
Tring contains four Meeting-houses, for the respective sects of 
(iencrai Ba[>lists, Particular Baptists, Anabaptists, and Quakers* 
U1ie iniiiilK*r of bouses in this township, as ascertained under the 
Art of I8(K), was 528; that of iiAabrtaiits, 16*21. The maamfac- 
ture of straw-plat constitutes tlic employment of most of the fe- 
males in part of the country. A curious |">aper concerning a 
learned Taylor iKinied Robert Hill, who was born in this town, 
s^as inserted in llie Gentlemau’s Magsuiiie, for September, 1754, 
HUNG PARK, the beautiful seal of Sir Drummond Smith, 
Bart* so created in May, 1801, consists of between 300 and 400 
acres, ranging on Ure south-ei^st side of the town, and pleasantly 
%’aried by bedd swells and coiinnaiiding eminences. Some of the 
timber is very fine; and the beech is partioalariy luxuriant and 
flourishing. The House is a large and con veiiieut building : the 
principal apartments arc sjKuioie?, and very neatly fitted up; the 
soutbeni xuiulows conimand aome extremely fine and extensive 
j>ros{)ects over the adjacent grounds, and into the contiguous vales 
of Bnckiiigliamshire* fhe llull is onmmented with Cormthian 
pillars; at ti»e u)>f)cr end is a \try excellent Game Piece, by Sny- 
ders ; and on each side, near the top, are six whole-length figures, 
in patutels, of Queen F*lizal>etb, Mary, Queen of Scots, General 
I*;iml>ert, f Jeneial Iietoii, and ottowL in tl»e Billiard Room is a 
fine picture of the with the Body of Clirist, by Paul Vero- 

nese; a Girl with Frnit ; and several jiortraits. In a small Dran'^ 
in^ Hoonty o}K*inng froai the HaM, » a curious fuU-l^gth of 
Qi^een Elizabeth, probably copied from a painting of the 
xitiiie Princess by Kuccliero, tnettlbned by Walpole as being pre- 
served in the gallery at Kensington Palace. The dress is fimctlull 
imagined, and richly wiouglit with birds and flowers* Her ri|^ 
hand is placed On the head of a stag, who is crowned with flowers. 
Behind is a tree, on the branches of which swallows are perched; 
and on the trunk tlie following sentences are inscribed* 

VoL. VfL Feb* 18 o 6 * K 
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It^usta Justa ^lueraks* 

Mca Sic Mihi, 

Dolor est Jiledicim 
Dol&ri. 

On a scroll in tlie corner bdow tliiR tree are thc^e Hues : 

The resiles swallow fits my restles 
In still renewing still reviving wrongs i 
Her just complaints of cruelty unkind. 

Is »U the musick that my life prolongs. 

With pensive thoughts my weeping Htyg 1 crown 
Whose melancholy tears my cates e^tpressj 
Hit tears in silence and my gneis unknown, 

Are all the phisick that my harms redress^ 

My only hope was in this goodly tree, 

Whkli I did plant in love, bring up in care , 
But all in vain, for now too late I see 
llie shells be mine, the kernels others* are : — 
My romick may I>e plaints, roy phisick tears, 

If this be all the fruits my love*tree bears* 


On the floor above llie and across the hontie, i< a 

bandsotne Gallery, or Bali Roo^^liiving a circular <lonie In liic 
centre. Most of the other ap|m^etits on this floor are Dressing 
^id Bed Rdoins: in one of tlibpatter is a fine painting of Diana 
and Endyikiion. This bouse Wet ed about the time of Clmiies 
the Setemd, by Henry Gtfyi who, according to Salmon, 
‘ adorned it with gardens of unusual form and beauty.* llio 
Park was laid but by the Gores, and is iiow abuiulanlly stockeil 
with fijite deer, ^ ^ 

TRING GROVE, a short distance nortlHsast from Tring, is the 
plea^uit residence of —— Broadwood, Esq, brother to Lady 
> , Dasliwood, 
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DjshvVood, of Halton, This gentleman rents it o<^ Barker, 

Ks(|. to wiioin it was bequealhed by the w idow of the late Mr* 
ISAer, 

ALDBURY was given by the Conqueror to Robert, Earl of 
IMortiiigne; but, on the rebellion of his son, it was again seized by 
the Crown. The next owner On record was Bertram, or Bartho- 
loinew de Crbll, who was Sheriff of this county, and Essex, in the 
thirt vihird of Heniy ilw Tiiird. From tltfe family it came to the 
}(jjdcs, ()f whom Tsicholas Hyde, Esq. was created a Baronet by 

10 iters Patent of tin* nineteenth of James the First. On the 
death of Thomas, his successor, who was Sheriff of Herts in the 
tliirjl of Charles the First* Aldbuiy became the j>roj>erty of the 
J)ukcs of Leeds, thnnigii the marriage ofBridget, only daughter aritl 
hcii CHS of the deceased, with PtMcgrine Osborn, heir-apj^arent to the 
I heu Duke* In the Churchy which isdedicated to St. John Baptist, aie 
several ancient monuments in commemoration of the Vernas and 
.■ithiersons of Pendlt v ; and of the Hidden, the former Lords of tin’s 
Manor : oru' of the Dukts uf Lerdhi was also Ixiried here; but nei- 
ther insi liption, nor any other tneinorial, has been consecrated Ip 
lii^ nnunoiy. 

LrmXtiADDESDEN, or Parra, rallerl Gades- 

11 nt’ in the DomcMlay Book, fioin its situalion on the river Cade, 
deHcetuled in the same mauuer as Berkbamsled to Edmund, Earl 

Cornwall, who granted it to bis foumlation for Bon-^Hmn?)tjes at 
Aslnidge, to which it was attached at the time of ibe Dissolution. 
Queen Elizabeth, in her thirty. second year, granted it to Jane, 
f.ii(ly Cfjency, and her heirs, from whom if passed by sale; and in 
llie WM'ond of James the First, was conveyed, by an indenture 
tripartite, to Thomas, I.a>rd Ellesmere, and Sir John Egertod,. his 
son, afteiwards Earl of Bridgewatci*» Jr whose post^ty it yet re^ 
mains. 

The Church is a small fobric, w ith a tower at the west end. 
'l'hc‘ cirancel is the burial-place of the Egtrton!}, Lords of the Ma- 
nor, of w hom Sir John Egerton, Knight of the Bath, and hrst 
Earl of Bridgewater, died at rlie age of seventy, in December, Lfop; 
and Jo UN, Viscount Brackley, bis third ion, who succeeded him 

K 2 ill 
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in the eftrWom, died m October, 1686 , in his sixty-fourtli jear 
Most of the Egerton monutnents have long iiwcriplioiis, wliidi arr 
inserted at length in Chauocy,* In thi** parish was bom the rtni 
nent Physician John oe Gaodbsdbn, who was educated at 
Merton College, and flouristied at the beginning of die fourteenth 
eentiirv. He wrote many learned Treatises on professional sub- 
yecti; and is mentioned by Chaucer, in his preface to the Canter- 
buiy' Tales. 

GREAT GAHDESDEN anciently belonged to the Earh of 
Salisbury, afid aftemtids passe<i to the Zmeha, and from 
them, by an heir female, to tlie Hollands, afiernurds Earls ot' 
Huntingdon. On the death of the last Earl, who was wounded 
fighting oil the side of the Earl of Warwick, at the battle of Bar- 
net, it was seiaed by the Crown; and was granted, by Henry Ih^ 
Seventh, toTlioinas, Lord Stanley, Earl of Derby. In the foli^' 
third of Hizalieth, the daughters and co-heiresses of E*erdiiiamb», 
Earl of Deiby, conwyed it to Sir Roliert Cecil, who granted it to 
Sir Adolphus Carey, of Berkhamsted, in the following jear; and 
by his heiress, it was sold to the Lord Cimncellor Ellesmere, fiom 
whom ft has descended in the same manner as (laddesden rar\a 
In the Church arc various monuments of the Halleys, of Gao- 
OBS0EN Place, whose Mansion, an elegant building, ivju erected 
about the year 1773, by the late Tiiomas Halsey, Esq. 

BEFXHWOOD, or BEIXinVOOD PARK, the seat of Sir 
John Sebright, Bart, in tlie parisli of Flam.sled, vas anciently called 
Woodchurck, or St, Gik% inOtc Wood, from a Ihncdicnnc'^XJ'SSv,- 
HY founded here for a Prioress' anct ten Nuns, by Roger de Toui, in 
the time of King Stephen. were increased by other 

benefbetions; and oii the tfi presslon of the smaller religious 
houses, in ibe tweiity-wixtb orrosiiry the Eighth, the annual reve- 
nues of this foundation jjwcrc letumed, according to Dugdale, at 
19 $. 8d, hut accomfog to Speed, Ut *61. l6s. id. The Ma- 
nor was theu granted ko Sir Richard Page, Knt. whose daiighter 
^rried Sir~— Skipwith; and aftenvurds they conveyed this 

esta^ 


♦ Cluuncy’s Herts, p. C. 
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<>->late tu TI)on>as Saunders, Em]. of PuttcubaiB, fiom whose fa> 
niil> it passed in nianiRge to Sir Edward Sdl>n§^t, Bart, of Wor* 
resteisitire, front whom the present Owner is descended. The 
Mansion of the Sebrigbts is a handbome iabrie, standing in a de» 
iigliUiii and wcU>wooded Piuk, particuliydy abounding hi fine 
beech. .411 the oriiriiia] papers relating to the Nunnery, as well as 
the loauusrript coliectkws of tlw learned H wnplurey Liuyd and others, 
.tic iu the possession of Sir John Sebright; this gentleman directs a 
eoiisidemble portion of liis attention to the improvement of agtienb 
tnre, and has a lariu here of about 700 acres. 

KENsMOUTH was gUen, by Edward the Confessor, to the 
('hiuth of St. Paul, iu Eondon, and it still forms parcel of the 
})Os<.cs<>iuns of the Dean and Chapter. The Ckurck is a small Nor- 
man cdilice of one pace, with a tower at Uk west end, «q;iCBing 
into the nave by a recessed semi-cucuhir tlrdied curi- 

ously omamcnied, The souUi JDoor-iwy, which opens hrto tlie 
Cliurch fioin the ))orcb, has a siiuilar arch; bih » somewhat wore 
flut»ofatt.ly wrought. Ihe stones which form the hwer circle of 
this aiclt, .<re ruddy sculptured in demirrelief, With a lund of dia- 
mond clietk-work; yet the evident dissiiuilairty of fiie carvings on 
of tliese stones, lenders it probable that some devke in%bt 
hare btrn intended, though not any figure «an now be distinctly 
niatle out, but that of a cross, wbkh oocl^iies the centre of the 
artii. The luoulduigs are supported by pilhrs, the Capital of the 
westernmost of which exhibits on one of its fiices, tbg WeQ ImowB 
table from Esop, of the Wolf and tlie Cnme; the Crane U repre- 
sented as standing on the bach of the Wolf, and extracting t}ie 
bone from his throat. The other fiice seems to bf dedgaed to re- 
present the fable of tl|e fiag^ and tlie Here. The Door-way 
within die tower has caiMials of hjnlt ami small hunian heads: its 
oUirr omainents are in dm tame style with those already detciihed : 
both Door-ways are built of Caen stone, 

FLAMSTED, or fLAiaSTEAD, anewndy called Xalamtlcdi, 
accordnig to Chaunry, from its situation on the river Ver, was 
liarcel of die possessions of die Abbots of St AUmn. Eeoistmi, 
dm twtdfth Abbot, gave it to Tbaniodi,t a valiant Knight, and his 
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fsllowwsoldiers, WaUleof aad Thurman, on condition tliat they 
should secure the roads from robl>ers, and strenuously defcml the 
CImich of St, Albaii. Atler the Conquest, it was seked by the 
King, and granted to the famify of loiii, or De Todeiii, from 
'^'hose dewndauts it finally passed by an heiress, in the time of 
Eihvjdird the named Alke, who tnarried (»uy de Beau- 

champ, Earl of' Warwick, whose descendant, the Great Euil of 
Warwick^, behig ^killed iieiir Barnet, fighting aginust Edward the 
FourtlH his frossessions ww seized by that >SovcreJgu, and Ihmu*: 
afterwards legally alienated, in favor of Henry the Seventh, the 
manor of Finmsted coulinhed in Crown till the twenty-seventh 
of Henry the Eiglitli. It was then granted to (George Fermi^ 
and his heirs; and has since passed through various taniiiics, by 
t>urchase and otfi^ise. 

Flamsted Chmh h dedicRled to St. I^»onard, and consists of a 
body, chancel, and side aisles, with a tower at the west end. Of the 
three ivondious ancient inomnnents' mentioned by Weever, only 
one remains, the others arc lost ; this stands l)etweeii the nave and 
the north aisle, it is a plain altar-tomb, about four feet high; 
having the figures of a mule and female in denii-rcdicf, under an 
angular canopy quatrefoii ai ches, ornamented with toliuge, and 
smaller arches. At llieir Icet are two dogs; that on the left hUsS 
a label proceeding tmm its month, which curls round, and tenni- 
nates on the bark of the other, but Ibe inscription is detaced. On 
a slab in the chancel, is a Brasu of a Priest under a pointed mno- 
py, containing traces of a representation of the lYiriity. Ibis, as 
aj^pears from the inscription preserved by Salmon, marks the place 
of inlerinent of Johannes Oohirby, who was a Hector of this 
Church, and dietl on liie se^tb of May, 1414. Several monu- 
ments and memorials of and Sebrigbt families, of 

Beechwood, are also piaiifii»‘Vc<l liere : and in the wrU near the 
altar, is an inscription ijifcmory of Sir Bartholomew Foukb, 
who was Master of J^ilioushold to Qneefi Elizabeth and James 
the First, and dted^ July, l6‘04, at the age of sixty-nine. Tlie 
capitals of the pilj^ of tlie nave are richly carved with foliage: 
and |he isf ^jparated from the clwncel bj; a lofty Screen, ele- 
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jrAntlv carved lit tlie ])oittted style, over whicU k tJie ancient Rood- 
lol’t. On the south side of the cliancol are two ancsent Stalls, with 
a Fiscimi ac^joinmir: all these have |)ouited archei^^ though dit- 
loreiitly shaped aiul ornamented, 

REDBURISE is a pretty considerable village, eitlending about 
half a mile on tlie road to Dunstable, and esfaf^y suj^ported by 
the passage* of travellers. The Manor was grlanteil to the Abbots 
of St. Alban in the time of Edward tlie Confessor, and his Qit^n 
Eilitha, who gave tlieir joint cotisent to its former owners, E^eb 
vviiic the Bla< k, aud Wincelfled, his wife, for that ptiipose- It now 
bt^loiigs to D>rd Viscount Griin^on, having passed to that Noble- 
man fi oni the Rochas, in the same manner as Gorhambury, Tlie 
CJiurch w as re-built by Abbot Wbetbainsted, iti tlic time of Henry 
the Sixth, It stands at some distance from the village on tlie west* 
Oil Redburn Oreen^ tlie relics of St. Ampbibalus, the pious instruc- 
tor of Si, Alban, are recorded by Matthew Paris to have kvia 
dug up, with the bones of many of his fellow-sufferers, in the 
year 1178, and to have been translated with much solemnity to 
St. Albau's, where a sumptuous shrine was inepured for their recep- 
tion, and main miraculous cures are said to have been performed by 
their influence, A small Pkiory, or CejuI of Benedictines, su- 
bordinate to St. Alban's Abbey, was founded here previously to 
tlie year aud dedicated to St, Amphibsiltis, and bis martyred 
companions. The numlier of houses in tids parish, were returned 
under the Population Act, at 239; that of inliahitants, at U53, 
IIARPENDEN, or, as it is more familmrly termed, Harden, 
was ori^nally included in Whetlianisted, to which parish, accord? 
ing to Chauucy aud Sahnou, the^^ here is a Cliafiel of Ease, 
In tlie tiino of EdwanI the First, thk Manor was posseised'by the 
undent femily Dc tioo,f of wh<^ llobert dc Hoo obtained liberty 
of free-warren for this Lord$hip/% ,1^ of tf^ above 

Sovereign; From the ii!fo*iieirs oi* Ibis fettiily, Harpjiden was sold 
to Matthew Cressy, in tlm Edw^ t Fourth; and it con- 

toned to his desccudank till the reign of Uemy* tlie Eighth, when 

- k 


* S&at under OKay, p. 101. 
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it ws c'Ottvfjcd, by the marmge of an hriressp to Cdmoml Bar* 
dolfe, Esq, whose greet gmodboii sold it to Sit John Witfwirong, 
who was created t Berotiet in the feorteenth of Charles tlie Se- 
cond, and gave it to James, his second son, whose son John was 
dwin^r in the time of Salmoiii 

Harden Church is dedicated to St Nicholas, and» as appears 
from the st^lc of the archherture^ Was erected in the Norman 
ttmes. ft is built in tlie form of a cross, with a tower at the wc^it 
end: the arches at the interseetton of the nave and transept, arc 
platn mid send-ctfcular; but me sustafoed on clustered columns, 
with varied capitals. On each side the nave are four arciies, aI*o 
senii-circtdar, rising from square massive pillars : two circular pi- 
lasters extend to tlie space under the foWer. In the chancel a 
neat cenotaph in memory of Godm an Jf.nkyn, Estj. of this pa- 
jrish, who was buried at St, Stephen's. Several of tlie tVeev/V.^, 
formeriy Lords of the Manor, lie Iniried here, for whom jonic 
jnscriptioos yet remaiii) the oldest of which records the memoiy of 
Matthew CitimsBT, and Joan, his wife, the daughter of Edmond 
Peiient^ Esq. of Digsweil: the latter died in Nosemlier, 147 h. Ano- 
ther iixsrriptioii is inserted in a slab in the east wriil of the nortli 
cross, under tbe Mfais hgures of a male and female kneeling liefoie 
desks, with the seriptutes lying open on each desk, and above diem, 
hi the centre, their arms quartered, with a sit^ilar crefft, of a hairy 
man mmg from a badtet on a helmet, and in tlie art of Ibrowiiig 
the javelin ; hk left arm eatended with a diield. The inscriptiou 
has be<»} very erroneously given^ both by Chauncy and Salmon, 
hut is m fellows. 

I^t tmlifr i^etb bairfl r babf Wllm €r$$m 

JDfceaiini t h bkct cf Octsbif to i* ffew icw sf Siuent 
^IhMihetb# <Stace Stafnmo’ bfe t h et fahni* 

atsi anh losE ooc at fee C>atii0^mik at l&obt Daetenalt 
oC ^rttifearots itt t couMi of IKtiitr» 

The houses in Harden irwgularly yet pleasantly scattered 
over a condderable plot ot gmuod : their number, as returned uu- 
daf the late Act, was 23dt Ihht of the inbabitanls, was 1 H2, 

WHETHAMSTED, 
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WHETHAMHTED, or WuetH^mfstsax), it is frequently, 
though iixipro])erIy, deuoniiiiateil, is recorded iu ilie l><Mtietsday 
IVook by the Appellaliou iVatameHudi^f E orcuiushtace that ded* 
sively controreris the opiiitoji of its reived its name from 

the goodness and plenty of tb^wfiem grown in the iidghbourhood* 
E^i^rard the Confessor granted it to the Abbey at Westmiilster; 
and it is still possessed by the Dean and Clnipter of the Calbdlral« 
'Hie Church is a curious febric, dedicated to St* Helen, and built 
in the form of a crosS; with a tower, surmimoted by a well-propor- 
f loiicd octagonal s|Hre, risiiig Aram the ifitcrsection of the nave and 
tranj»c|>t. lu the north crons is a bandbrmie monuoieiit of ittabas* 
ter, 111 inemoiy of DaMK EutaBCTit OARftAXD, wife of Sir 
John (iarrard, Knt. and Bart, of this county, and ddest daughter 
oi Sir Edward Barkbam, Knt some time Lord Major of London: 
sIh^ died in and is rqpresentedi by a recmikbent effigks, to- 

i^otWr with Uiail of the Kfught, her husintud* In the south cross 
an ancient altar**toinb^ with AeoHStone figures of a Knighi in ar- 
mour, and his Lady, lying on the top, and found the verge an im* 
perfiet inscripliofi . the efiigies are greatly iniitiiat^d* Several of 
the Brci'lrts, of Brocket Hail, lie buried here; and also of the 
l^emhorpts, uad other respectable fiuniiies* 

The Barons who confederated agaiiisi Edward the Second, and 
his iavofite, Cvavesloiii asscmbledi tlKir forties at Wlieib<im$ted. 
And iiere, about the begiiuiii^ of the fitfeentli century, was bom 

thenumificeot Abbot John Bostock, surnaiuedDx^'BETHAM- 

» 

STRD, who reevited his «duaiition at Gloceater Coikge, Oxford, 
«vbK.b at tliat period was a Uad of Piec<f>iorv for Benedictioes. 
'fbe rliief particulars of bk btttot^ have been already related in the 
account of St. Alban's. Tile io^ldl^ts of this parish were re- 
turned under Um bte Act, at ib^Sj the bouses at i 205 . 

L^\M£R, a manor hi WtotbatBSted parish, derived its name 
from au ancient fiimlly wl» wet« Lt>td$ here in the ^»»e of Heniy 
tiie Third. It afrerwurds' passed '‘frirangh several fiimiiiils to the 
f>arrurd$, Baronefsi thefirdof wlioiti, Sirdphn, was so created 
in 1622. His descendant, Sir Beunet Garrard, ^dying wilhout 
issue in 1767, this estate de^'ohed on the descendants of Jane, 

daughter 
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dauj^Iiter of an unde oif Sir J. Ciairard, Bart. ^^Ilich liidj inarricd 
Montagu Drake*, Es^}. of SImrdelows, in Buckinglmnisliue, and uas 
graiuluiotluT to Wlllmra jDrake, Esq. L. L. D. Member of Tarli*^ 
lacnt for Amordiam, His Jounger son, Charles Drake (lanaid, 
Esq. brotlicr to 1. D. T. Drake, Ese;. of AiiiersJiam, is now 
owner. The Alansion is a haudiome struclure, pleasuutij situated 
oil an cniitif nee. 

AYOT ST. LAWnr.XCE nas ancient demesne of the Saxon 
Kings, and in the time of Edward the Contessor was lield b> Earl 
Harold; but after the Conquest, it w^as gi anted to Kfd)erlde(jer- 
non. It afterxvarih belonn^d to a lliniily siu named de A>ot, who 
heki it under the Earb of Hcietbrd, and the Abbots of St. \!l)ar>. 
The mistake of Chauiicv, wlm has erroneously asst rted tiiat tins 
manor was granted to Ba<lhere, i<» whom it never belongeiL the 
fbimder of Si. Barthoiomev\*s Prior>, in Snnthbeld, appears to Inoe 
arisen from the circtunstance of Canons in Shenley, whi* h aneient- 
ly fouiied part of the possessions of St. Bartholomews, ha\in2 be< n 
granted out along with tlib manor, by Henry the Eighth, to Ni- 
diolas Bristowc, and othciN. The faniils of Biistowe rontimnd 
ki possession of Ayarl till tlie iH giimuig of the eighth cnlli cintiir\, 
when it was pun hasecl by Thomas Esq. atter whose death 

it was vohl to ConitTius Lyde, Em|. J'Im> laftor kft two <langliters, 
co-heiress 4 *s, one ot wiKnii married in r cousin*german, Sir Li<ine! 
Lyde, an eminent tohaeeo inerclunt, who was created a BaroiH*t 
ill the year 177 He pure haw d the other sluire of this manor 
from his wife’s sister; am! dying without i>sue, in 1793, tiie whole 
estate devolved to Ins biotlkT, Sanuiel Ly<le, Esq. the piescnt 
possessor. The mansion of the Ly<ies is a neat brh k building, 
situated in a small tliough plcasmit park. 

Ay(*t St. l-awreiice contains two Churcks; one of w hu h was 
erected by Uie late <Sir Lionel Lyde ; tfie other is ai» ancient yml 
venerable ruin: the |^aus on which they were built, ate shtgulurly 
ilisaniilar. The mu? Church was erected atier the luicient Ore- 
emu model, by tli. celebrated Micbolas Revet, llie west front 
consists ot u^coMuiadc, connected with a kind of ojHit pavillion at 
each eaUemity, having a dome abovej and of a jHirlieo, focining the 

principal 
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priiirijjal entrance, in the centre, with this inscription on the pedi- 
nieut; > 

Ham: a (X M. LIONEL LYDE, Baronctus, 

A|»nerii Dom. tt EccIesLie patron, exiruxit 

i\. c. MUCaLXXVIlL 

fn the centre of riu h pavilliou is a pctlcstal of wlii|e marble; that 
to tlm south is i^^,(ribed to the memory of Stlt Liomu, Lydk, 
who died in lane, 179J, in life sixty-cighlh ye^r, and It has also the 
following inscription on the back, iii confiinemoratioiiof tlieaichitect. 

NlC()f;AUS 

Sio piurmm unms 
JRvmm jiihems et Smyrme tvnmoraiii* 

Hanc: £cci,EsiAi^t 
Bd aiitiqfm JrchikcUtnt Exemphna 
Uu(t in Cntda: Am Miuori 

udJmc vuuniur 

designavit txinuU, decor^it» 

Hoc Monument u m p<*suit 
Sumpiibus Ly o x e l l i Ly d e, Bai'onetli, 

A. a MDCaLXXXVIH. 

Tlie gtoumi^ptfin of the O/dChuicIi is equally uncommon. It 
assumed the form of an oblong square, nearly 'a double cube, sr« 
j>arated into two parts by jioitited arches; ami the eastern part 
again divided into two chance!^ commiiiiicatiug by an open ar<b* 
At the nortli-west angle of ^^^e&lerti prt is the lower, which 
occupies about om eigidh of the whole fibric, and opens to 
the nave by |>oi«l«d arohe^* of the jlillars supporting 

the arch which diyittei macu- 

liously oniamented Witli. birds; and tlie mduUlings 

were Elaborately wrought, the dutcrniost being terndnated with 
sculptures of hun^an figures* north wall of this chan- 

cel was iau ancient altar-topb, iiea% ornmnented at the sides, by 
ranges of hfumkonie pointed arches iu relief, with trefoil hwfe; and 
having ou the top, incambent effigies of Sni Babiie, and 

his 
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ills Ladt. Tliese figures are most shamcfulljr mutilated, tbr 
former is reprc>eutcd iu lurmour, ^%ith a close heluiet, lia\*ing an 
oval aperture for thefitce; his feet arc resting on a lion, and 
head on a helmet and mantle* This tomb has been removed to 
Hic leaver. On a tomb against the south vrall ot this chaneei, ucrc 
Brasses of NrcnotAs ButarowB, Esq. and Emim A, bis ude, 
tlic first possessors of this manor of that name, with the figures oi 
their children, and an inscription; all which are now gone. Aboxc 
tins tomb is a 

In the north wall of the south cbancel, which was that appro- 
priated for the ceiebratkmof divine service, was a w^ty ciuious free- 
stone miniature figure of a Knight Temphr, or Crusader, l\ing in 
a recess, probably coeval with the builduig, under an obtuse pointed 
artli, quite plain. Tin’s figiue sraiccly exceeds twenty-four mrlies 
in length ; a peculiarity, perhajis, that cannot be pralleled in more 
than two or three instances :♦ the hands, which are now broken oft', 
fonnerly held a heart. Tn the wall Uiat separates the chancels, 
on the south ride^ is an ancient stone this was considered 

as a seat, till die falling of a beam broke off an ujifier comer of 
the lid, and discovered a skull l)ing ui a cavity purposely foniiid 
to receive it. On ofemng the coflin, in August, 1801 , all the ri*- 
maming bones of a skeleton were fuuud arranged uearly iu their pro- 
per order. Tlie lid is sculptured with an omamented cross, and sliap- 
cd similarly to that of the coffin of King William Rufus at 
ter, with a ridge in the iniddiCf and sloping towards the edges. Seve^ 
ral curious corbel heads support thei^llrmoulduigs of the arches 
in different p-i|ts. 'I he east window of the north cancel was ele- 
gantly ontameuted iu the pointed style, baling three trefoil-headed 
lights, separated by muUiqns^ and in tlie i|l»ice above them two 
Catbemie wheels, with various crockets: bet|W|PAbtlie 
ings on each side, was a eanopM nkdie^^fMi wdikitiansitip. In 
this window was some fine i^ted fiJasSk Ifitib the anps of the 

Bristowcf, 

^ Grose, in the Addenda to his Preikee, observe*, that Children 
bom m the Holy Land were represented on their monuments with then 
legs crossed. 
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httmAy Urds of tlie Manor; and above, tbe Royal 
Anns of Rnglaud, within a hordute charged vvilh the cognr/ancis 
t)f the homes of Yorii and Lancaster: thcb*' arms are now pre- 
sented ill tlie wintiow of a house near the Church. The Ftm is of 
an octagoiiiit form, ornamented with various mouldings, and h 4 vm,» 
thr**e tietoildieaded blank arches on the upper parts of cacii of 
Its difierttfit fam. 

The isVw Church was erected at (lice^pcme of Sir Lionel L\dc, 
umler the exfieetatioit that he sliould be prmhted to ad<i the site 
of the andem one to hri fuirk ; but when Uie roof of flic* latter had 
bfCii deittroyed, and ait Ibe timbers catrfcd away, and tia huildln^r 
^itherwise gtea^ly dihipkiated, an injunction uns ksued by tlu 
Bisliop, to prevent its being further spoihxl, cm the principle that 
ground once consecxiVk^d, ought wot to be eomerted to seeul^u pur- 
poses, wftliout evident necessity. 

At the HOO, which derives its name from the \er\ aneicut fi- 
milj of Hoo, near Kimpton, is Ibe pJeassuit restdence of the [!♦>- 
nomble Thoams Braiui, Kt'.tp sou and iieir of ibe late Thomas 
Brand, Esej. by fJertaule, now Baroiie'^s Oarre, thi! "rand^roti f»f 
Thomiw Bituid, Esq. the pun baser of th'» estate, bv Unh Caio- 
Ime, daki(|bter of Eseliue, first Duke of Kingdom 1 lie Brandi 
were more anciently seated al Great Onnead, in ihi‘> county, 
which Slttl c6tilitiues in tlic iluwlty. Ibc Uoo menur wa-* for- 
merly the projierfy of Ihe Kiates, Bar one ts, oftln^ place, whose 
bitruhplace is In tlie iKnglibourmg Church of KiMrroN. 

KNEEWORTIl \m amktilly tlu' iuheriUnee of the fauul} of 
Hoo, of whom Robert deHoo obtained uCharbi of n weekly 
market for this mauor^ in ll^ twentietli of Edward the First, and 
also liberty of free-warren in all his demesne tmirfs of Knebwoith 
and liarpenden, in this county. It was afterwards posscitfecd by 
the Hotofii, who aeem to have obtained d by purchase from tliC 
family of Perierx. Idonea, daughter and heiress of John Hotoft, 
married Sir Joim Barre, Kut. who was po^>C5sed of it in the reign 

Edwufd the Fourth; and left a daughter, inuned Isabel; fiist 
married to Sir Humphrey Staflbrd, Earl of Devonshire, and after- 
wardii lo Sir Thomas Bomhier, Kut. Aecouluig to Chauncy, S:r 

Thomas 
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lliomtis Boui^bier sold this estate to RofNTt LvRofi, Kw/* ffho 
Keeper of the Warrftobe tq. Henrv the Sevctrtit, and one of hi* 
Privy Coundl. Iti his family it fontinocrl fiU tlie death of Sil' 
William Litton, Kiit. without issue, in llie year 1705, when Ju- 
dith, his eWent siMer, and ctvlieiuss, tlie wile of Sir Nicholas 
Strode, cornered it iiilo his family, in which it continued till the 
death of Lyton Strode, flsq. grandson of Sir \iclio!a«! and Judith, 
who hiiving no issue, bequeatlied it from the }>lood of tlie Lyttoufi, 
to llobiusoii, Esq. his cousin-p;einMii. the mui of his iikk 

tliefs })iother, who took the Minmme of L\tlon, and was succeed- 
ed l»y liK son. lie dying lu t 76 ^ 2 , without suivi\ mg issue, the 
estate tlesceuded to Mie present pr)ss»essm, Kiciiard Warburtoii 
Lytton, Esq. who is the son of Barbara, the daughter of the above- 
named Wiiiium Robinson, Esq. 

The ancient scat of the L^itons is called Knebwokth Place : 
the iMunordiouse is a spacious quadiangular range of brici build- 
ing, surrounding a court, and having a square castellated pile iu 
the centre of tlie {iruicipitl lioat, of an eailkr i^^^nod than the 
othci paits of the slrurtiue. At a Ulllc distance I'l the Churchy a 
small fabric, dedicated to the \ irghi Mary, and consisting only of 
a body and chancel, with n tower at the west aid, and a Chapel, 
or burial-place, of the Lyttons, on the noith side of the chancel. 
On A slab in tlie chancel, is a tery fine Brcm in memory of Simon 
Bache, Canon of St* Paurs, and Treasuier of the Household to 
Henry therifth: he died on the niueteentli of May, 1414; his 
figure is represented hi a very rich robe, elegantly engravcfl. Re- 
tw'ceii the elmneel and the Cliajiel of the Lyltous, is an altar-tomb 
tor John Motoir, and hb Lady, yrith a defaced inscription 
round the yerge, from which it appears, that he s^as Tn*a»ujer of 
the Household to Henry the Sixth : from bb arms being reprcr 
sented hi the chancel window, mid also on tlie ontside of the 
tower, Salmon snpiK^s him to have built tlie present Cluirch, 
Tlie Cha^iel ( ontains meral handsome monometits, and other me- 
-jrials, in commemoration of various individuals of tiie Lylbm 
femily. 

PAUL'S 
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PAULS WA'LDLN; 0. ABBOTS \VAU)ES\ ua, Uj 
Kiiiii; Otr.ij i)f EiifViiL Im miu to lim Mujust^rv of St. AlUwn to 
whir'll it continued attached till the Dbsolution ; alter which Iknrv 
the Kiphtii ^iranted it to the Church of St. Pant, LoiuAou; and vo 
this fouiuiiition it vet I>elan"s. Oil thi«» inatio^r is an ancient Man- 
sion, ]n‘l<l nn<ier that Chart h, uiitl which was some thne jK>ssessed 
,I)v the tamiiy of f Gilbert, from whom it passed, by m heiress, to 
the of Bowes, of Giliside, Oiirimm; and from tiieni to the 

^fmthmorcs, i>y tlu^ nmrria^'e of Mary Elkiioir, daughter and 
li»*iress <d‘ Geoiixe Bowes, Esq. to the Earl of Strathmore. Tlik 
House vvas some time since occupied by the Earl of Bunurd, now 
Duko of St. Alban's. 

Sl'AfiEMlOO, or STAGENHOE, in the paridb of Pauls WaC 
den, \\as anciently parcel of the possessions of the VerduiUf of 
whom John d« V'erdnn kvicit a fine on this manor in the time of 
I'.dnard the lliird. From them it }>assed to the Pilkiw^con^ of 
Pilkiiigton, in Ijtncasliire, ulio held it till the time of Henry the 
Seventh, wlnni Sir Thomas Pilkmgton, Knt, es|M>usbg the cause 
of I^mibcrt Simncl, was slain in battle at Stoke, near Newark, iti 
1487, wlieii his great estate was seiaetl by the Crown. Shortly 
afterwards the King granteil it to George, Lord Strange, son of 
the Earl of Derby, from whom it jiasM^d, by purchase, to the 
Godfreys who sold it 14!) Richard Hale, Esq. of Kings Walden, 
whose son, William, gai^e it to John, Ins soventli son, who received 
the lionor of knighthood in 1 () 60 , anti was Sheriff of tins county 
in l6'(K'h Rose, hk daughterimd heiress, couveyed it bv marriage 
to Sir John Austin, of Bcxiejvhi Keht, Bart. Tlieir sou, Sir Ro« 
l)crt Austin, sold it to Riribert lleysham. Esq. who dying without 
issue in 1731, hequeatlijed il to his kinsman, Giles Thornton, of 
St. Botulpli s, London,^ who assumed the nanuf of Heysbatu, and 
wlioae grandson, Robert Thornton iieyshaiij, Esq. is the present 
possessor. The House is a handsome buihiiug, standing in a small 
Park : it was built by Sir Jolni Hale, Kut, about the year 1650. 

The iiumor of KINCTS WALDEN was held of Earl Harold iu 
the time of Edward tlie Confessor; but after the Conquest, it con- 
tinued in the Crown till it was granted, by Henry the First, to 
2 Peter 
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Peter <fa Valoinet ; from whom it passed to the Nerillcs. It iras 
afterwards possessed by rariofis ftiiniiies; and in the time of Queen 
Elimbeth, was purchased by ftidiard Hale, Ciltaen and Grocer, rf 
London, whose descendant, George William Hate, Esq. grandson 
of Sir Bernard Hale, Knt. a Baron of the Exchequer in the time 
of George the Second, is now posseseor; and is married to a sister 
of the present Lord Viscount Giimston. The Mano^house stamb 
in a small Park, well woodetl with good oak limber. 

At DINSIXV, or TEMPLE PINSLEY, a hamlet in the parish 
of Hitchin, was a PrecbRTORY of Knights Templars, founded in 
the time of the Baliob, Lords of Hitchin, who granted varioiw 
lands to that Order, Tliese possessions afterwards became Ihr 
pro[>C!fy of the Kniglita llospitidiers of St, John of Jerusalem, 
whoretsmmd them till the Dissolution ^ when Henry the Eighth 
granted the manors of Temple Dinsley, and Temple Cbelshi, with 
aii lltcir appurtenances, to Sir Ralph Sadlier, Knt. one of bis prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, in conrideration of the sum of S4o!. 
Ss. fid. On the death of Sir Ralph, in the twenty-ninth of Eliza- 
beth* this ipanor devolved, by settlement, on his second son, Ed- 
ward Sadlier, Esq* in whose posterity it continueil till the reign of 
Queen Anne, when it was sold by Sir E. Sadlier, Bart, to Benedict 
IthcH, Esq, His last surviving daughter, and, at length, sole 
iieiress, bequeatlred it to her Steward, Thomas Harwood, who, in 
the year l7Sfi, left it to his nephew, Joseph Darton, whose son 
was posseittor in ISftO. Tlie mansion of the Sadliers, a baudson.^ 
buildmg, was pulled down a few years ago* J>i>m a liiuo War- 
ranta roll of Hie sixth of Edward tlic first, qii|tcd by Cliauiirv, it 
apfwars that tlie Prior of Wymondley lield the site of thr Cijxi/r 
at Dinedie by Hte yearly rent of ten shiiHngs. 

OniBY, Grkat OF*Lhy, or Sf, LegerV, is recorded 
to hhve received its former apindlatbii from the Mercian King 
Offa, who had a Palace here, in whicl| he died. The manor cou- 
tuWcii in tlie Crown till the time of Earl Harold, on whose defeat 
and death at Hastings, it fell to the Conqueror, who retained it till 
after the time of Hie Domesdity Survey. It was ufterwartls granted 
to the family of St. Lt^gcr, or^Lciger, who posscbsed it duihrg se- 
veral 
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\cral (iescents, and from whoin it at iengtli passi^d; by an beir ge- 
nfrab into the family of Hoo, in the xeigii of Edward the Third. 
Tbomuh cle Hoo \^as a Knight of the Gairter, and was also 
created IWon Iluo, of Hoo in die county of Bedford ; and Baron 
flastiijgs, of Hastings, in the cotmty of Sussex, in the twenty- 
sivtii year tif Henry llie Sixth, He left four driughters, his co- 
iieiioses; Anue, Uie eldest of wlioiii, married Sir Gcoffirej^ Bo- 
leyne, Knt. a wealthy citizen of london, and by that match con- 
vesed thi^ manor into Uie BoleyXke family. Sir Tliomas Boleyne, 
Knight of the Bath, grandson to Sir Geoffr^ and Anne, was 
created VLjcount llocliford, in the scveitt^ntli of Heniy the Eighth : 
f»e was afteruurds chos<*ii a Knight of the Garter; audio tlie tvven- 
t \ -first of tile Mune King, was created Earl of Wilts, and Omond. 
He dic<l in the tlmtleth of Henry the Eighth ? Ins Only son, George, 

V iscount Rocliftnd, was beheaded about two years before his 
own death; as was also Am^ one of his daughter, the iU-fated 
partner ot Iknrj s bed and throne. 

Long bt'foie tlie death of tlic Earl, tins manor bad been sold 
to Ui<’hard farmer, Esq. from whose family it w'as purchased, in 
the reign oi* Philip and Mary, by Sir John Spencer, of Altliorpe, 
ill Noitliaiiiptomhue; w hose eldest son, $irJohn| was progenitor 
of the Dukes of Mariborougb, tlie Emb S|wmccr, and other noble ^ 
familiCsS. Sir John, the purcba^er of the niaiH»r, gave it to Sir Ricii* 
ard SiKwei, his fourth son, whose son, Sir John, was created a 
ikuoiict in the fust of Charles the Fiist; blithe dying without is- 
sue male in j6’j:L the title expired with him; and tlife estate pass- 
ed h> M ttlement, lo Im broth<er| Sir Brcudiet Spencer, who was 
floated a Ikronet in This title^ after bdbg enjoyed by his 

son Sir lUchardi and Im grandson. Sir John, teiminated with his, 
Sir Biockefs, second son, also named John, indie yeaf^t?!*?* 
Eli/abeth, eldeil sister, and co-heiress of ttie last Sir John Spencer, 
married Sir Humphrey Gore, of Gilbtoti, in this county, by whom 
she had a daughter, Eliiabetis, who married Sir Hetny Pennee, 
Kilt. LL.D. By him die had two children; ason, tiamedSpen* 
oer, who died wilfaour iasue; and a daughter, culled Anim Maria, 
who marrifNi Sir John Salusbury, LL«Ty. Judge of the High 
Court of Admrratty. This lady had no cbitdren; and she liavii^ 
Vox-. Vlt. Maeck. iS 06\ L in 
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III default of issue, given the estate to the absolute disposal of her 
husband, he eoutinued to enjoy it from the period of lier death, 
ill 1750, till the year 1773, when he bequeathed it to Sarah, lus 
second wife, for fier lite, with remaiudei to Robert Salusburv, 
Ksq. of Llamverne, in iVfoniuouth^hire, who was aftf'iwimls created 
a Baronet, and on the death of Lady Salusburv, in June, LsOL 
became possessed of this estate.* 

The situation of Oftley is %'er\' hi<rh and roinnianding. The ma- 
nor-house, culled OFFLLY' PLACE, is a large and inlerestin" 
building of the time of Eliziibetli, it ira^ing been built by Sir 
Richard Spencer, ahont (he year IhOO, as apjvears from aninscriji- 
tiou ill the C/nnr/i. The latter fabric i> dedicated to St. Mary 
IMagdalen, and consists of a nave, chancel, and side aisles; with 
a tower at the west end: the chuneel was rebnill by Sir Fhomas 
Salnsbury. Many of the Spencers Jiave been interred liere; and 
at the entrance of the chancel, on tablets of black marble, is the 
following inscription relating to thenn 

** In inemory of tiiat branch of thv Spevcf.r family settled at OOiov. 
Sir John Spencer, from whom the present li^arl of Sunder Lnd 
is descended, settled his eldest son at AlriK»rpc m Ncriliamp- 
tonshlre^ his second son, Sir Thomas Spcnicr, at Clarendon, 
in Warwickshire j his third son. Sir William Spcnc cr, at Yarn- 
ton, in Oxfordshire; and Anno Dom« JYVI, purchased tltc 
Manors of Offlcy St. Leger’s and Cotkern Hoo, which Iw 
M'ttltd upon his fourth son, Sir Richard Spencer, in IjTT. 
who married Ilellen, the tourth dau^^^hetr and co-licir of Sii 
John Brocket, of Brocket Half, by Htdlew, Juv iiist who, daugh- 
ter and co-heir of Sir Robert 1 .ittoii,. %|^t*iebvvorth. 1 1 e built 
Olficy Place about the >Cir H*n#/>and 4itd m Kovemher, 
loV4; and was succeeded h} hi ^ ion, Sir-^n Spencer, who 
married Mary, duvi-hun* of ^ Anderson, of Pend- 

leyd' &c. 

Against 

By this disposal of the |iiio|>erty, the heirs of Sir Henry Penrire 
(wd^ was a purchaser from t|^ other c-o-heiresses of the Spencers) were 
deprivednof their inheritance so that Mrs. Thralt* (see BoswelTs JJfe 
of Joimson) had no real oci^asion to fetThuri ihat tier uncic, Sir "} homat 
Salusbury, gave the to a more dUtaiu relation* 
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Airaiiist tiK* noi1h wiill of* the chancel Ls a co'^tlv monuineat of 
various colon^d niar])les, in nieniorv of Sift IlFNin* Penkjci:, 
LK., D. and EiJZ \UF/nr, his Lativ: llie former died in August, 
at the age of >e\ ciit;s-five. On a pedestal is a sarcopha- 
gus ofhiuck marble, above whicli is a figniti of Truth, of statum^ 
marble, sitting on a rock, with a torch in her right hand, and a 
taurel vMoath in her left ^ and round her different svinhols, in al- 
lusion to tiic functions of Sir Henry, who, Wsides lieing Judge of 
t)je Admiralty Court, was Chancellor of the Diocese (T filocester: 
oil a medalikm above, aa* busts of the deceased, witli their arms. 

On the soutlisule of the dmnccl is a verv fine niomimenl, by 
N()ih‘kins, ill memoiy of Sir Thomas Salusbury, LL. D, 
wiio died in October, I77d, at tbe age of sixf\-six. His figure 

represented standing on an insml)cd jXHlestal of uliite inarbl(% 
and receiving a chaplet of laurel from the hands of bis surviving 
J/iidy. The benignity of his countgnauce, and the moiiest ditlK 
tlt'.iue <»f hers, are extremely well expi*esst'd ; and the figures arc 
graetduily arrayed, and uell finisheeb Ikhiiid them is a sarcopna- 
gu^ dt blarlv marble, \Nilh the trunk of a hhisted oak rising ubovi*, 
on the extended arms of which is thrown a mantle that falls down 
to the ends of tin; sarcophagiH* 

In the north aisle is ao elaborate monumetit of wliite marble, 
in romniemoration of SiE John Srknc kr, Bart, who died a 
iKu lu lor at Tunhudge, in August, 'I’licMleceased is repre* 

sculed liy a reciunhenl figure of a youth in a Uoniari tlress, resting 
ids elbow on u cushion, and hb left hand on Ids breast: he 

is looking u[> to an aged matron (his mother) who i$ kneeling at 
his f< et, and pointing to two angels in the clouds, cme of whom 
has a palm branch, and the other a rttetiul crown. At the top 
are the amis of SjKMicer; and at the bottom, a long inscription. 
Several oilier lu'at mouimieuts, of ditlerent tlimilics, are continued 
in this edifice. 

roDEUicu, PiriTERIDOE, or PUTrEHlDfiE BtTlY, iu 
tlie townsliip of Otiley, was previously to the Norman Conquest, 
held by a Saxon named Alcsfane de Boscomlic. The Conqueror 
tprtuUcdi it, with many other manors, td VVilliuiii, Earl of Ewe, 

L i2 w\;ose 
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whose posterity retained it till the reigti ot Henry the TiiinJ, 

H was forfeited |:o the Crown by an heiress. In the time ot Ilerirv 
the Sixth, it l>eIonge(l to the Darrels; and in the thirtieth oi that 
King, it was certihed that Elizabeth Darrel held Poderich-hmy by 
the yearly rent of a ^lound of pepper, and a pound of cummin. 
In the reign of Henry the Eiglith, it was purchas<‘d from the Dur* 
rels by John Doewra, who was nephew to Sir Thomas Doewra, 
Lord Prior of St. John of* Jerusalem; and it conlinucfl iu his fa- 
mily till Martha, danglilct and heiress of Thomas Doewm, con- 
veyed it in marriage to Sir Peter Warburlon, Bart, whose son^ 
Sir George, sold it, in the year 1729, to Lord Charles CaverKltsfi. 
This nobleman again di^msed of it, in 1738, to Sir Benjanhn Rin^- 
ling, whose coheirs sold it, in 17 S 8 , to John Sowerbv, Esq. the 
present possessor, who resales at Ln.tEY. an adjacent puiisli, on 
an estate that was also purchased from the descendants of tlie Doc- 
wra family; several of whom lie buried in tlie Church at Lille v. 

RAVENSBURY CASTLE, or RavensborougK in the parish of 
Hexlon, is an ancient Camp, approaching to the figure of an 
sb, and occujiying tlic summit of a very' liigh and steep hill on the 
inunediate confines of this comity and Bedfordshire : it is surround- 
ed with a single trench and rampart, and includes about sixteen 
acres. Dr. Stnkely imagines tliat the present name of Uiis Camp 
is a contraction from Romans 'bot'ough; but a more obvious deri- 
vation arises in supposing it to have been a Daiiishibifress, whence 
the temi Ravens-hory, from the celebrated Danish Standard, be- 
comes peculiarly apposite. A contiguous piece of ground is still 
called Dan<»fiirlpiig; and the Dunes are known to have susluiued 
a considerable defeat in the feign ol* EUlward tlie Elder, in fnibus 
LiutcniiT, et provzneia JJetifordensis* The remarkable J,ong 
liarroivs, which are betw een this place and Lea-grave, in Bedford- 
^ire, have, with some probability, been supposed to liave f)een 
raised over the bodies of the chieftains slain in that battle. The 
Jclpnkld Way passes Ravensbtity at a little distance to the south. 

liEXTON, called Htgastanestonc in the Domesday Book, was 
given to the Abbey of St Alban, about the year 1030, by a no- 
ble Dane, named Sexi, and it continued attached to that tbundu- 

lion 
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tion till the period of the Dhmluiton ; when Henry the Eightli 
granted it to Sir Richard Lee, Anne, one of Ins daughters and 
codieiresses, conveyed it in marriage to Edward Sadlier, Esq. who 
alienated it to his brother Henry, who, in 1593, sold it to Peter 
'ravenier, Esq, whose family w^s seated at Nortli-EImhain, in 
Norfolk, as early as the commencement of the leign of Edward 
the First. His great grandson sold it to John Cross, Esq. But 
it now belongs to William Young, Esq. who has a seat here, which 
was Ibrinerly Aclmind Pasley's, The hills in this neighbourhood 
arc vcr> considerable, and give issue to many springs* The Church 
at Ilcxton is dedicated to St, Faith, a statue of wliom was ancient- 
ly slaiulitig over a fountain near tht*. Church-yard, called St. Faith's 
On the north of ttie cliancei is a Chapel dedicated to St. 
Niclioliis, and appropriated to the mtern^nt of the Lords of the 
Manor. 

At PIHTON, called Peritom in the Domesday Book, the 
iuouikI on w hich stood (he Keep of the Castle of the Limcsics yet 
remains, surrounded bj a <litch. Ralph de IJmesy, an eminent 
Norman boldier, to whom thb township, with maity other posses- 
sions, was given after the Conquest, founded a Church here: he 
was fouirder, also, of the Priory of Hertford, to winch Priory a 
manor in Pirton, of his donation, belonged; but las principal ma- 
nor continued in his imterity in the names of Lhnesy, Odingsels, 
and Clinton, for many generations. A younger branch of the 
Odingsels had likewise a manor in this tow^iislrip, Whkh at length 
became the projjerty of Roger Latpton, Provost of Eton, who 
ga\e it to tliat College in the reign of Heiiiy (he Eighth; but it 
has be<?n recently sold for tlie purpose of redeeming the land tax 
on other estates belonging to that foundatioci. 

K'KLEFORD is a suKilt vOlage, sup{K)sed to derive its name from 
its situation on the Icknield Way, near a ford of the river Ivel. In 
the Church was interred, under a stone of white marble, Henry 
Bosw’^ell, King of the Oypsies, who died in 1730, aged ninety 
years: his wife, and grand-daughter, were also buriecMiere. Tra- 
dition reprcscuts kUefOrd as Imving beeo ancieiitly n market town. 

L 3 * IIITCHIN 
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imrius 

Is 0 and iux'iciit foivin "iiuaUi/ ju a k*iUlo vaiit-y, 

sihTOiwdrd bv eoijsidrndde nnincufos. fJ to Imm‘ liat/ 

Its orii^in in the Sa\<Mi tiines, uikI vras j^iven bv ( Ofl- 

fviy>ov 1o J';n I Harold, hy the a|»|K'llatiou In ilir Dojnrs- 

ilay Book, il is cuIUkI iliz^ a ivaiiie that, arcordiiij^ to (diauiir\ . it 
meived tioni the littk^ river Hi/., winch flows through if. At the 
}^aio(l ot' iTKikini*; that Survey, it belonged to the Kin^, and 
rated at live )iit!es; hvo Ot which arc dcscril>ed as lyiiiji: hi 
hn'o hifjiis !>///{;. Wiliiiun Kufus granted the nranor fo ik*i- 
ziard de Balioh whom he had jveviously made Ilaroji ot Ihweli, 
in North umberland, and in whose descendants il continued till the 
deposing of John de Baliol, King of Scotland, and the seizure of' 
his possessions }» Edward the First, Jidward the Stroud £;rant<*d 
it to liohert de Kendale, Clerk, am! Ihc heirs male of hi> lM>d\ ; 
but it reverted to the Crown on the deatli of Thomas <le Kemlaie, 
in the next reign, without issue. lUchard the Stioml i>ranled it, 
by the lunne ot' Hj/chai, to his br<jtlier Eilmund tie Lin.ele\, iVoni 
whom it descended to Etiwunl, Hukcof York, afterwaid^ iklwaid 
the Fourth, sbee whidi il has eontbned m tlie Cruwu, and has 
occasionally been thp j<»iuturc of the Queens ot‘ EnglamL 'Elu* 
Jbgdani tapiily held this inatior a.s lessees; and from ihein il pass- 
ed^lo a Air. Khudde, ol Uttoxefer, who is or was lately tht^ leri>ee, 
Tlie welbknown anti<|uary, the late Maurice Johnson, Ivap of 
J^paldiug, in Lincolnshire, was for many years Slevvard oiAhe ina« 
))or courts; the jurisdiction of which extends into several neigh- 
bouring parishes;^ 

Hitchiu 

W hat h called the Kecfory Manor b intchb|,' aticiently belonged 
to the nuns of litdenstovv, or Llnestow, near Hedftsrd, to whom it was 
given by Henry the First; though Dhgdale has mistakenly recorded it, 
as of the donation of Henry the Seobd. After the Dhsoluikm, it was 
granted, hy Henry tire Eighth, to Yrlniiy College, Cambridge, and 
is still the property of that foundation. 'j Ji was lately held by the Duke 
of Bedford, under u lease from the College. 
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of a nwK a«cm»* *‘*^**? ^ tukldk ‘rf the awl 

npi'anmfV)! \W a';>' ui Uwt^ \\ic ^\\\), Or llliwynj ik- J'our/|,. 

Ji i^ buUl m tlui I'liinted Myk, aiHi w \xu\rt\v , 

Tlu" Ti'.uni’ of St. MiVrv, »»iveii to it Uy CUauncy^ n% i\\v. motlem 
'appellation. l>elo»p*J more projx*rIy to a Guild, or Fratentity, m 
the Churcli, as apjKVArs from the inscription on the ntonunieat of 
riiouias Abbot in the south chancel. The interior is spacious, and 
ettnsists of a nuve, chancels, and side aisles: its lengtli is upwards 
of i;>0 ami its breadth, sixty-seyai* At the west end is a 

inas^jve toun, (which has originally opelied into the Church by a 
poiiUcd arch^; twenty-one feet in diameter, terminated, like many 
otiicr clnirchcs in this county, by a small octagonal spire. The 
whole tiihric is enil*attlcd; and the principal chance! is additionally 
ornunK'iili'd hy piunacles. The north and south jx>rches are well 
wrought ; th(‘ laltct has a groined rool‘, with canopied niches, aiid 
otht r onianu iits in front. 

The Sepulchral monuments in this Clinreh are very numeious. 
All inscription tor Ser Roht rt de Kcndalc, Rnl, and three eliigies 
gi< ati) matilaled, which are now placed under windows of the north 
are of more ancient date tliau the present tubric. The first 
or most westxMu d (»f these efiigies rt*i>resenLs a Knight, crosss-leg- 
ged, ill chain arinour; the chain-vvoik fitted close to his head, 
witli an o\ai otMMiing ibr the face: his hca<l rests on a square 
cushion ; and at liis h ft side is a large plain shield ; his right hand 
is on his breast. It is probable that this figure is a representation 
of one of the Balioia, who were Lords of this manor, as above 
stated, from the time of William llufus to that of Etlvvard the 
I'irst, I'lie tw o remaining eliigies, though now separated, appear to 
have been ciriginaily conjoined, and on (Uietoiiib; as the sides, 
which seem to havt' been outward, arc more |>articularly finished 
than the others. These iej>reM*ut Sir Ei>v, ar0 im KkxdalR, 
Knt. I.ord of liitchin, who died in tiie fortv-sevenlh of Edward 
the Third, and liis I.iuly, whose decease occurred two years after- 
w arils. The former is in armour, with his Iiead resting on a helmet, 
having a cap of rich foliage for a cn*' t, and his teel on a lion : 

L i bi^ 





W hasid^ m c}«»d as in ;«rw«f ; tnd tm /»« amd. 

are the arm»of KciMe, a tmnl mtmurmU>i a fj,M rd t/,ree 
poiljfi! in gulen. His Lath i> in thv hubit of thv tinie^ wtfh 
her howi thrown back, and her head rt\s(ing on a cusli/on : the 
hainisS arc broken oft*, but appear to have been closed as the 
former.* 

Some very tine Brasses, both of the fifteenth and the tbllowing 
century, occur in different parts of the Church. The mouumeut 
of Thomas Abbot-, already mentioned, had the following iiiscrip' 
tion, now almost obliterated: 

l)ic jaemt €:boma 0 abbot, belbittbin» {©treeraa, etjohanr.a, 
iim cjiin qut Quiltem Sobanna obiit uftiino nir3!anuaru:i)n7:o« 
iDcm, ®iUlo €€€€UiXI nui mulm toniulit biac ©tclceiac 
rt jfratetnitati Btatac $Patiac tHirGinie cjuelJtm 

(BttUeiau 

Among the other monuments, are several for tlie (d* 

Ilitchiu Priory; and some inscriptions record the families of the Skyn- 
ners and Bydes, who became allied by the marriagt^ <>!’ the lx irc.>s 
of the former, with Sir Thomas Byde, Kiit. ofWajc. Tiic lu^nt 
has been ornamented with figures of the twelve Apostles, under 
niches; but these are now almost defaced. 

At a sliort distance south-east from the Church was the Phi dry 
OR Biggin, founded for Nuns of the Gilbertmc Order; but at 
what period is uncertain: at the time of the Dissolution, its an- 
nual revenues were, according to Dugdaie, estimated at 131. lbs. 
but, according to Speed, at I5l. Is. lid. Henry the Eigiilh 
granted the Priory, with the estate appendant, to Jolm Cokke, 
and his heirs; in process of time, it became tlie pro[x:rty of Mr. 

John 

^ These figures are described from information communicated by an 
invaluable literary friend, who has made considerable manvneript codec- 
fions towards a History of this County, and about five years ago, took 
the pains to clt^ar the above effigies from all the whiiewash that had been 
periodically pl^ercd over them at the times of white-washing the inte- 
rior of the Ciuirch. Since that period, the arms have been again ob- 
^‘ured; and the fine parts of the sculpture filled up as before. 





jt.liu w'\»o4-aiisl«i '» lVrt()i'«), »)?/>, Off )/jf 

t5«.’Cl'V.'*N tt' \b^ V, tliis iU ttUUW^ \0t VMS. 

iff Ibis j>»rKh. 

Ih'l'v uv^i 1‘lUOliV vvas ftmmksi Jwt N\\»\w eaTOitWws, m 
time of EiUvarcl the Sccojid, ami ckdicated to Our Saviour, aud 
the Virgiu Mary. Itn aimual revcimes uere valued at only 41. 
<)s. 4d. when it was surrendered to Henry the Eighth by John 
iluller, tlie Prior, and four of his brethren. Alexander, a fifth 
br<)di(>r, had begun to sign his riarne to the deed of surrender, but 
re j venting before he liad finished, striiek it tbroiigli wUli liis jien, 
1 ho Priory uas afleruards granted by iJie King to Edwuiti Wat- 
son, and Henry lierdson, who soon conveyed it to Ralph Rad- 
tlido, in whose descendants it continued till tlie death of 
John HadclilVe, Esq. who represented the Borough of St. Alban 
in three Parliaments. He died hi December, 1783, having mar* 
rieil Fraiu es, daughter of Henry Howard, Earl of Carlisle, ivho 
still survives, but luid no issue. It f hen ticvolved to Penelope, his 
t Idest sister, who was tivice married ; but she also dying without is- 
sue, it became tlie property of her niece, married to Emilius Henry 
Deime, Esip who lias assumed the name of RadcJifle, and is now 
pussesisor. The present Mrs. Delnie Uadclilfe was sister to the 
late unfortunate C. J. Clarke, Esq. who died at Parts in December, 
liSOl, ill consequence of the injuries lie had received by the fall of 
a temporary’ scaffold, on which be was seated to view some fire- 
w oiks while attending the celebration of the rejoicings made after 
signing the picihuinary treaty of the Peace of Amiens. Very few 
traces of the Priory remain: ll^ immediate site is occupied by a 
Mansion. wlii< h is now fitting up as a residence fbr the family. 

The i /iurifuhic lyonations in this parish are numerous; some of 
the pi indpal were bestowed in the year l(>6*3, by John Skynner, 
fient, who gave 3001, to build Alms-houses; 3001. to purchase 
lands to cmlow the same; 1001, to apprentice poor children; 1001. 
towanis the further eiuiownieat of the Free Sr/ioo/ in Hitchin: 
nnd the produce of hb orchard, next the Church-yard, to keep 
the AliiiS-i)ouses in iqiair. The respective estates are now vested 
in trustees, ami produanl lately, abou^ 2il for the alms-people; 

51 . 
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5L for rcpnir.':; and 3l. for tiie School, annual) v. In Ralph 

Skvnucr, (iciit. (prohu]>ly joa of tin? above,) l><M|ucathe(i COOl. fo 
Iniv lau<i« to nu;;uu '.it ihc rc\eiiuo of the vicara^^n ; 8001. f(U buil4« 
ill" m\d t Jalowiuq ciuht Ahus-housos; and (>Ol. for aj^prcuticing leu 
|H}or chiidivik 

The niaikct at Hitchin has existed from an early peiiod ; and 
very large quantilies of corn and grain are annuaily M)lti in it ; }no« 
Imbly in sonic degree irom being free of toll, by prescriptive rieht. 
Formerly, the \sool tnule was very fkmrishing iiere; tlii> toun 
having berorue. the residence of many inert bants, on tlie removal 
of the sfafile iVotii Calais hy Edward the Third. The town is |o^ 
rally divided into three wards, and is gavcrne<l liy two CoiiNtabh 
two Headboroiighs for cadi wartl. two Le.ather-sdle^^, two Ah - 
tasters, a Bdlinan, these oiiicers are elcvtt (i in the ^laimr 

courts. The town consists of several streets and laiws; anti, ac- 
cording to the retunis under the Population Act, contains tij { 
houses, mostly irregular buildings; and 3 Hi I inhabitants; of whom 
1508 were males, and IbVPi, females 

GREAT \V1M0\ DIXY, called IVimundsfni in tin Hornf ^day 
Book, is recorded in that record to have been forciblN take n 
the Nuns of Chatteris, by Earl Harold; but at ihc inm- of the 
Survey, it wtis in possession of the (Conqueror, who is stated to 
have given it to a noble Norman, named Titz-ted;, to hold b\ tlic 
i^ervice of grand sergeantiy. Ellen, daughter and heiress c>t (iny 
FitMecon, married John ci<' Argenton, or Argentine, who^se tamily 
held this manor during several generations, by the service cd'otfei- 
ing to the King the first cup of drink which be tasted at his diunc r 
on the' day of his coronation; the < up containiuL' ilic drink be- 
coming the property of liie Lord ot Wimomiley by tbe said ser- 
vice. Sir John dc Argentine, the last of lliis family, left three 
cUuighters his € 0 «!;ciresses; Joan, man led to Barlliolomew Nanton ; 
Alice, married to Baldwin St, George; imd Maud, jiiarrie<I to lv<> 
Fitz-warrine ; but. having likewise an illegitiiiiate son, SirM illiam 
Argeiitiiie, Kut, he gave to him this estate; and he, in relied to 

the 

^ Cbauncy's fJert-^, p« 300, 
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the tenure, rlahncd the <»fFice of CufvWarcr at the coronation of 
Ilenrv tlie Fourtli, and had the same allowed, nolwilhstaiiding a 
rotuitor-chuin made hy Ivo Fity-vvarrhie in right of liis wile, 

iSir John Argentine, Krit. grandson and iielr to Wiliiuin die Bas- 
tard, left two sisters rodieiresses: Eliza!>cth, the eldest, inairied 
Sir William Alluigton bi the time of llemy the Sixth, who, in her 
ri^ht, herame possi^ssed of this manor. From this marriage de- 
srended William Allington, created Baron Allington of Killard, in 
IrehuMl, ill the s<wenteenfh of (’harles the First: William, bis son 
and lieir, was created Baron Alliiigfon oi* Wimonciley, in the tJiirty- 
fifth ot' Charles the Second, and was succeeded by Giles, third 
Ford Allington, who d\ing a minor in ioyi, this manOr was sold, 
under a deeiee of the Court of Chancery, for raising portions for 
the daughli rs of William, second Ford /Vliingtou, and other pur- 
poses. The jHirchuser was Elizabeth, daughter df Sir John Cul- 
}>e|>per, some time Chancellor of the ExcJiequer, and Master of 
the Rolls, and widow of James Hamilton, Esq. eldest son and heir- 
aj)|iurent of Sir George Hamilton, Bart, of Nova-Scotia, foarth 
son of Janu .s Hamilton, first Earl of Aberconi in Scotland. The 
said James was Groom of the Bed Chamber to Charles the Se- 
cond, and a Colonel in the anny, and was with his regiment on 
board the itavy with the Duke of York, in one of the sea expedi- 
ti(»ns against the Duteli, when his leg was taken off by a cannon- 
ball, of uhicli wound he died m the sixth of June, lG73: his 
body was uRerwards brought to England, and buried in Westmiii- 
ster Abbev, where a niomunent was erected to bis meiuorv. They 
had issue, James Hamilton, who became sixtli Earl of A!)ercorii, 
tS:c. blit he did nut sut eecd to this estate, which, as it had been 
purchased by his mother, was again s(.»ld by Jier, to Hildebrand, 
Ford Allington, of Killard, the uncle of Giles, Lord Allington, 
and younger brother of William, the second Lord. He dying 
without issue, Wimomlley descended to the daughters of the above 
William: Diatja, the >oungest, married Sir George 'S\arburton, of 
An ley, in Cheshire, Bart, aiul by him had a daughter, also named 
Di.uia, who conveyed tliis manor, in marriage, to Sir Richard 
Grosveiior, of Eaton, in Cheshire, BarC From the Grosvenors it 

WUi 
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was purchased bj Lieut. CoL Mordaunt Cracherotic, who soiled 
round file world with J-^rd Anson, and performed the odice of 
Cup-bearer at the coronation of hfa present Majesty* His only 
son and successor* the Rev. Clayton Mordaunt Cnirherode, was 4 
€:elebrated colleclor of lileralure, and on his death, in 17 P 9 » 
queathed a very valualde collection to tfic British 3Iuscum. \Xl* 
inondley then became the property of his only sister and heiress, 
Mrs. Ann Cracherode, a maiden lady, who died in 1 in her 
eighty-fifth year. The site of the ancient Caistic may !>e Irao'd irom 
the unevenness of the ground at a little tlistancc from the Church. 

At LI'Fl'LE WIMONDLEY was a PniORY for Austin Canons, 
founded by Richard dc Argentine in the time of Henry the I'hird, 
and dedicated to St. LawTence."^ Chaunry tells us, that thi> was 
a Cell of Canons Regular of the Order of St, Benedick, which 
Henry the First confirmed to tlie Abbey of St. AlUan; but he is 
certainly mislaken, as the grant of Henry the First relates to Wi- 
niondhain, in Norfolk. Fhe Priory of Wimondley appears to 
have possessed |.iOperty at Temple Dinsley and I'ewing in this 
county; at Sheflbrd, in Bedfordshire; and at Beesfon, in Notting- 
hamshire; and its entire revenues at the tiiue of the Di.ssoluii<ai, 
were, according (0 Dugdale, estimated at tlie yearly value of Cf)l. 
jps. B|d. but according to Speed, at 3?!. 10s. Henrv the 

Eighth leased the site and demesnes of the Priory to James Need- 
ham, Gent, Clerk and Surveyor of the King’s Works, of the an- 
cient family of the Needhams of Derbyshire; aiid tlie fee of the 
property was afterwards conveyed, by the Crown, to John Need- 
ham, his son aiid heir, in w hose descetidauts ^%his estate continued 
till the deatli of George Needham^ fcf|, in I72(i, His daughters 
and co-heiresses sold it to Sam|^ Vanderjrlaiik, Esep arid it was 
lately the property of ChristopliffeClitheiow, Esq. in right of hif» 
lady, grand-daughter to Mr,^dh<krplaiiik ; but was ad\ertiscd 
for sale in Novemijcr last, manor is co-extensive with the 
Priory demesites, and cou||[p£b^ds about 300 acres. The site 
of the Priory is in a very between the villages of 

iGrcat and little Wun^!^^yj|i Wimondley BiiiiY, in Little Wi* 

moudley, 

^ Tanncr^iJpite M«S. Corp. Christ. CVII, (hovt, p. 
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niondley, iia^i descended in the same manner as Great Wimond- 
ley, from the |>etiod of tlie Conquest. Here is standing a CUsnut 
%rtr of very considerable antiquity mid magnitude. 

WIMONDLEY HOUSE, fomierlv the residence of a private 
ecTilIeman, is iwiw the principal academy for the education of 
Presbyterian ministers; and has been eularged, for the accommo- 
dation of two tutors and twenty-four students. This institution 
originated at Northauiptoii in owes its endowment, 

wliich consists of Tuuck’d firoperty to a considerable amount, to 
William Coward, Esq. an opulent We>st India Merchant, who lived 
at Walthamstow;^ The l elebratcil Dr. Philip Dodtbidge 
the first tutor, and continued to ofiiciate as such during twenty- 
two ycar^; in which time 200 persons, cWi% ininislm, had stu* 
di(*(l under his direction. In 1762, the acudem} was removed to 
Daventr)', uiKler the care of Dr. Caleb Ashworth; and thence 
back to Northampton; and finally to this place in 1799; when 
the Rev. Messrs. Parry and Ward were appointed its resident lu 
tors, by the trustees acting uiuler the directions of Mr. Coward’s 
Will. The library contains a valuabk* assemblage of upwards of 
10,000 volumes of the best a«t,hui.s in diviiiity, erilicisin, classics, 
nr.uheniatics, topographical antiquities, &€, together witli a cabinet 
of medals, a collection of natural history, and other callosities. 


BALDOCK. 

The manor and parish of Baldock are co-extensivc, and contain 
about 120 acres of land, the fiir greatest part of w liich isoeeupied 
by the streets, houses, and maltdiouses, of the town, Tiie manor 
was originally fiarcel of the great luanor and parish of Weston, but 
was detached, and given to foe Knights Templars, by Gilbert, 
Earl of Clare and Pembroke, together with foe Church of Weston, 

about 

ThU gentleman founded a similar seminary at Hoxton, near Lon- 
don, which was dissolved about the middle of the !a|t century. Drs. 
Savage, Kippis, Rees, and Jennings, were its tutors. The library and 
endowment has reverted to the cstablislunent at Wimondky. 
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about the fourth or fifth rear of King Stephen. The Template’, 
wlio probably regarded it as convenient for Thus, from its 
at the iulerscction of the great north road from London to York, 
with th(‘ fckriield Way, built a toun here !)rforethe time of ILinv 
tlie Third, as appears from the confirmation rliarler made of this 
estate to the Knights l\‘mplars by YViliiani le Maresehal, Eiul ot 
Pembroke, great graudsoij of Gilbert Strongbow. By the same 
charter he confirmed to them divers privileges, among which was 
the power of trial by battle, and by ordeal.^ King John and 
Henry the Tliird granted them adciitional liberties, among which 
were (hose of holding a five days annual fair, and a weekly mar- 
kct. The grant of the fair (made with that of the market, b> 
Henry the Third, in his first year) has the words ^‘fratrlhus Lfpro- 
sis apad Bddoc;'' from which it si»ems that the Templars had 
some place of retirement here, on account of tlie salubrity of the 
air, for surli of their brethren as were afflicted witli tlu* Iepros> ; 
a disease which in those days was very common in England, pro 
bably, in consequence of the frequent communication willi tije 
countries in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, conjoined with the 
unskilfuhiess of our jirofessors in surgery and medicine. 

On the dissolution of the Kaiglits Templars, and the suhscqnerd 
union, of their order w ith the Knights Hospitallers of St. John of 
Jenisalem, this manor beaime vested in the latter; and in the se- 
venth of Henry the Seventh, that Sovereign, by Lett* rs Patent, 
granted to John Kendal, I,^rd Prior of St. John ot Jerusiih ai, 
gave him, his fraternity, and successors, libej;^ lo hold a v^c<‘lvlv 
market, and two fairs annually, in this town. After the Divsohi- 
tiou, Henry liie Eightli granted this manor to Thomas liivetl,t 
of London, Mercer, wim was owner in the eighth of Elizabeth; 
mid, on surrendering a former patent, obtained a new grant of a 

Saturday 

♦ For the various formula observed in these didVrej)! modes of trial, 
8ce Chauncy's llerts^ p. 377— J8l ; and Dugdaie\ Warwick^nrc, and 
Originc‘3 Juridiciales. 

t Tile arms of the Rivetn;, were three Trrrctts m chief, uMc, m 
allusion to the name of'!'. ' 
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-s.iluuby mtiikct, and lliree fairs annually. He {lyinij iii tljctwcu- 
ty-lif(li of the Mime (Jneen, left tliree cluu^liJers, his ro-hciresses, 
'I'jie manor afteru an Is passed to the Uursfs In punhaM*, hut was 
Hold horn this family to Ihc ClcvaSj about the hepntiini^ of the 
last <'(;utiir\, by John, son of William Hurst, Esq. ami Elizabelli, 
In'- witoj \<Min;irst (laughter of Sir Hciiry Cliaiuu'v, the Ihstoriaa 
of this county. 

file ( fiurch is a spacious and. handsoine huiklinir, said !)y 
Cliaunry to havo been erected by the Knights Templars in tin* 
reiL':n ol' King Stephen; but tfiis assertion is evidently erroneous, 
the style of the arehitectuiT proving it not to be so old b\ least 
two (.( utinies; though it is probabh fioni the stone collins m the 
walls, ami other se}Hilchra] memorials, that it was built on tlie site 
of a founer (huicli. On a slab in tlui pavenumt of iIumukc, is 
fill:! aven a large cross, ornaineaited at the points with lea\e,s, and 
having the rt inains (»f an imperfect itiscription rcnnid the verge, in 
Sa\on ('haract<. }s, iMyginning with tin* words Eit'rnaUtt: Uf: SrffH'.i' 
tl’Cnc* W('<w(r has given the inscription at length, n ith a trausla- 
tioiq as tollows: 

ErtcnatJlD Ttc argenfdn ci gicf 

£r,uc ceet ^Ehappell fate fiist 

jFu r chmiirr caiuct S0.iirie 
Ci'ccciui pc tDan pour l almr pile* 

br.MUi'.,’ tU' Ai "cntvne licre is laid 
i l:at li ti;:> Chapcll to he made 
He Was .1 Kri!^i.;ht ol bt. Mary ibe N u\;i:i 
'i hcrefore pray pardon for his ssn. 

In th<‘ noitb wall, under an arclu is an ancient ston^ colTin ; and 
in the M>uth wall, in similar masses, are two others: in these, ac- 
‘ctiiding to a tradition of the inhabitantSj leconlcd by Clianncy, 
three Knights Templars were buried ; ami the two oti the soutli^ 
side being opened in KkH, there was found in eadt, says tlie samc^ 
writer, “ the lair skeleton of a man/' 

Baido(‘k is a giTiii thoroughfare; and, besides tlie trade occasioned 
by this ciiTu instance, iiumy ol* Us inliubitants liave enriched (hem- 
g seive.^ 
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selves by the mnifing business, and by dealing in corn» T/je prin- 
cipal street is wide, and many of the buildings are rc.>j)efbthle. 
The population of the town, as returned in ISOl, amounted to 
1283 ; the number of houses, to 231. 

On WILBITUY HILL, nearly three miles x\est fr<vm Baldo{'k, 
are tmccs of an aneient Camp, or Foi^tlUctitioHi which Salmon 
supposes to liave been an amphitheatre; and mentions a silver coin, 
of the Empress Faustina, that was found here.* The area inelud- 
ed about seven a(:ro>, and is crossed I >\ the Icknield Way: the 
rampart, on the east and north sides, is levelled; on the west it \et 
remains, about four or live feet high, boumled l^y a ditch: <u» the 
south tiresome straight banks, but such as an* in many places made 
by the plougit ou declining ground ;i fhb si<h' is the most slerp. 

In the year 1720, or 1724, lx tween Caldccot and /L ,v s a 
various Homan ANTi^nrni.s v.<*re found by some uorkmeii. 
employed in digging gravel; anmng them were large urns, full 
of bund bones and a8lic.s; some palene of fine red earth, \iilh 
names imprevssed on the bottoms; glass lat hr\matouc% lings 
beads, and fibulae. Several liuinan skeletons weu* ai.so disco\t‘red, 
the same time, within about a foot of the surfiee, with tlx ir 
lieads poiiitiiig towards the south-east; and near them \inis of dit- 
rent sizes.J. Somcof tiiese Antiquitir*s appear to haw hwn exhibited 
-at the Society of Antiquaries, in ]72L by yir. Neve, ai <1 Mr. 
Deggc, vho shewed them, three palene, two pah ila ot n d 
earth, an ampulla, a small urn of dilfen nt eolours, a la< »irv- 
niatory, tljc handle and neck of a glass si}nj)iilum. a ^lonr Ii;hj,|},. 
of a sword, brass fibuhe, sundry smali ereen ghi.'^ and a 

Danish or Datcli brass coin, fimnei in ilenxworth pari-h. ^ 

ASilV\ELL, called Eni-r.-j'-Ut. in the Domesday Faujli, is suj)- 
posed, by Camden, to be of Homan origin; and Sahnon admits 
the probability of the conjticture, though he lias taken some pains 

to 

' Jiist. of Herts, f Gough's Camden, Vok L p. 312. 

J Si’moid.s Herts, p. 339. 

^ Uougii’s Vtmden, V*/.. L p, 342, from Minute book of the 
Society of Antiquaries. 



nrKftTFORDSHfRE. 


iT7 


to invaJidaft! the principal argument on which it was founded, and 
ulii( h ( auideiufeducesfroin the frequent discovery <if Roman coins 
in*H) adi.UM'ut e:irt!i-woik,or Fort{ficao‘on,cdllt(] Arhuri/ Banks, The 
. ^tiated m ar the source of the river Rhee, or, to use the 
nords »>t‘ Canidcu, ** in a low situation on llie northeni itdgc of 
tfjc (fHiiity, vliore a famous spring breaks out from a rocky bank, 
os i jhting uith iot'fy ashe-, whence flows .such a continued quan- 
tii'y of water, as presently being collected in one channel, (urns a 
inill, and s<hmi after becomes a river; from this spring, and these 
;idj {ii .'s, it is tea tain tliat the Savons gave it this new name of 
z/. /l'/iV//: arid I otue irnagui<‘d that (he Ancient Britons, wijo, ac- 
coriiiu;^^ to paid ditine vtorddp to mountains, rivers, springs, 

and !j:)‘ues, IVo»n tht‘ .same < ircumsiaiHrs, unti witli (In* sainemean- 
i’ly. i! iNe it tlic ii«<fn<‘ o( and that it, was the place 

so cal led by .\nlMiiiims; but linic bas hctlt-f intonned me: nor 
am [ s(j (bud (it‘ uiy luistuke as to be ashamed to alter my opb 

liioji on ihl.v h( ad."^ 

A^hw('li was afH'ierd demesne oi’dlie Saxon Kings; but be* 
Ibrr till' time of Kdwaid flie Confessor, it was granted to the Ab- 
b.a^ oi St. at Westminster, who api^ear lo have liad u 

juaikt't In n- pn to the Conquest, In the Domesday Rook 

if is ♦‘\pre>^ly ( ulled a Boronuh; tlie toll and other rents of w hich, 
anamiitMl to foi ty- nine shillings and fourqicnce. It continued lo 
be long to tlie Al>hi y of minster till Uie Disstflution, when ihe 
Alilu v being <ic'(U d into a Deanery, and ihul into a Bishopric, it 
! iiio'.ud ihr inic of those foundations; and ivheu the Bishopric 
vi .!s <lixvol\< d in the leign of Edwaui the ^xth, it was granted, 
\'*!h oih/‘r ninnor>, to the See of lamdon by that Sovereign, 
i^biren Mars vacated the grant from a religious print'i})Ie: but, on 
pi o( tiring tln^ Rope s license, continued it anew to Bishop Bonner, 
siiue which tins inaiior lias continued in the possession of the 
bi>hops of London, his successors. 

Idle dittreh, dedicated to the Virgin IMary, consists of a nave, 
aish and chancel, with a tower at the west end, surmounted by 

V oL. VIL Makcii, 18 U 6 , M a spiie. 


trou^lfs Camden, Vol* I. p. 335 
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a spire. In the chancel me several slabs^ forinorly inlaid 'ndlb 
ISmssi's, all A^jiicli arc now «one: hul. inosl of llie ioM iiptions are 
preserved in \\ce\er and Cliauncx. Among those recorded by 
the fornu i , m’Us one uilli tlie words (hat r pro — — IWdttr S'on^ 
7 fioncr\ 1 rcadeb continues "Weever, referriiJg to the Exchequer 
jjJolIs tor lus auti)ority_, ^Mhat one Waller Smnner '.whether this 
here interred or no, I know not) held the IMannor ot' Ashwell of 
tin? Kin<r hy peltie sergee.ntie, vix, to fine I e the King '-jnls to rost 
his mealtj upon tlie dav ol' Jus coronation : and John Sumner, his 
soiine, held the same Mamior hy service, to Uirne a spit in the 
King's kitclum upon the day of his coronation. Ann. h Ed. .1. Ci? 
Ann. o5, FaI. tertij/'* If these services iia<J actualls any Conner- 
tiuii with Ashwell, they' must Iiave l)eeii n'lidcrt'd tor sonu’ subor- 
dinate manor; as the princi]>al manor, as already stated, was in 
the possession of the Abbots of Westminster. Akiu u\ Banks 
consists of an area of about twelve acres, sarrouiale<{ {>y a singU 
?£ainpart. 

RO\ STOIS 

Is situated in a bottom, among the (*halk Down.s, on the ex 
treme borders of this county and of Cimd»ild:.:eshiri% :nid is ( rossed 
in tlu' iowi»r part by the Ickuield W ay. Its history luis been nun li 
disputi d, purticulurly by Dr. Stukeley, au<i the Be\. (lirarles Par- 
kyn:j hot!?, af whom, iiowever, conmr, tluuiLdi on slight groumfs, 
Hi suppMohif: '! to have b<en occupied by tlc' Bojuaus,, Dr. Sal- 
inoii a))p(‘urs ihiuk it o! Saxon orison; but as d« ri\ini: it-- name 
from tlie IKinisfj aiode of sepalt'.ire. <;dlcd /h,w or d! 
according to Olaus \ftirnriuft: andwhali conostjd in b>amY:.: da 
body^ and dt jMesiang the iiijder a large f;tiT}uhis, or baiiou 

Jti ,sup])ort of this cunjertnrc- he refers to the menlaT of' hairou- 
scuttered over the adjiu ent. Dowms. Camden says that it fad rose 
j!i tlic Norman times, and derived its name fr<»m tlie Liuly lloida. 
•;^-ho erected a Cross by the load side; and W cover iunl Chaunry 

cfuicur 

^ Funerail M'»ip Edit. 1030'/ 

■ bouncily Uecior of Oxbui'gh in Norfolk 
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rcncur ia this statement. The ori<»iii of the town, as given by the 
liHer, is as foliows. 

Jloystoa “ ji:i> been a town oi some remark, though sniali anti* 
quits; for, sinie the thae of tlie Conquest, one Dame /foise, a 
woman ot* gieat name, ami h.b^h esteem, in tliat age, whom some 
think to have been tlie daimhler of Aubrey dc Vere, Cfjief Justice 
di' England under King fienry the First, and wife to Geoffrey 
Mandeville, the first Earl of E<sex, or, as others say, the w'iie of 
Uichard <le Cl tre, and otljers, the Countess of Norfolk,"^ erected 
tlicre a cross iij the Ingliwity, (wJiich was held in those days a pious 
wojiv, to put pa^sengt^rs in mind of Christ’s Passion ;) whereupon 
this j>l:M * was culled R o '.<!(>* 6 Cro^\; until Eustace tie Merc, Knt* 
f,t)rd of Nutelb, ilalph dc iiOVi*(!eNtcr, with some other persons, 
pun haMMl a pjac-e adjo\ning to the where j'lustace built a 

Mon \,> i K)lY for Auslin Canons, in honor of St. Tliomas of 
Canterbnrs ; giving a bundled acjcs of vsood, and thirty acres of 
land, wilb common of pasiure to lite Kunc : when, therefore, he, 
and several others, had endowed it with a competent revenue for 
liic inainlenance fjf these (.’anotis, homes and inns went elected 
there, which. In pou’css of time, <lid imdtiply to a town; so that 
tlicij, insiead of Poise's (b'oss, it w’us called Totun; and 

uttciwaids, by contraction of tljc words iiito one, R>‘K'sto)t.'^\ 

I'liut the real origin of this town was as thus represtmted, seems 
eMreniely piohvtble, when it is considered, that, at the time of tiie 
Domesday Surve\, and for upwards of four centuries afterwards, 

M d even 

^ 1 iic two last of tlicse asserium?., according to Stukcley, are er- 
i.,-ne(His, when referred, as they are in the text, to the Lady de 

Acre, who erected I lie Cro^i^ 31 Hoyston. 1 he wife cf 11 .I'.aid Liiz- 
(dlbcri dc Ciare, wlto was named Roisia, was grandmoti er to GcodVey 
de Ma"na\iile, the Endy Koisia's fust husband: and K’clard dc Claic, 
the second of tlvat name, Earl of Glocester and llertferd, had a caugh* 
ter married to Roger, third Baron Mowbray, of the fumly of the Dukes 
of Norfolk : iience, he observes, the occasion of the mistakes. 

I’kk Paiwographi'a Briiamka, N% Lp, 23, 24 . 


f Hist, of Herts, p. PC>. 
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^ven till the thirty-second of Heniy the Eighth, the town was situ- 
ated in five |>aris(ies; three of them, Basingbourne, Kiieesworth, 
and Melboiirn, being in Cambridgeshire ; and Therfield and Bar-k- 
way, the other (wo, in this county. At the time above stated, it 
was fiist made a distinct parish: and the Church of the dissolved 
Priory, uhicli had been founded by Eustace de INIerc, and his nc- 
pliew, Paiph de Povecester, was made parochial ; and, agreeably 
to tlje letter of tlie statute, denoiihnated * the Parisli ChiH< h of 
8t. John Baptist in Koiston.*" The inhabitants arc recorded to 
have purchased it for this purpose. 

The estates granted to the Priory !)y the founders, seem to have 
iiicluded all, or nearly all, of llie land on wliich the town now 
^tands: and in the first of Richard (he First, (anno 1 1 90,) the Ca- 
imns obtained the hberty of hohling a weeldy maiket, and of u 
fair, annual!), during the whole of Whitsun week, ultli other privi- 
leges, as enjoyed by the Canons of DunMable. Ileniy tln‘ Ihird 
iiivestovl ihcni with many additional [)rivi!eges; and umler tla\sc 
grants, the trade and population of (he town rajfidly increas'd. 
In the reign of Henry the Fourth, most of the houses were do- 
slroxed by fire: but the convenient situatif>u of the place as a 
inarket for corn, contributed to its spt*edy leMoration; and in the 
tin?e of Henry the Sixtli, according to Hollinslnd, wheat was so 
plentiful here, that it was sold fi>r i2d. tiie quarter. Caind<*n 
records it us heir.g famous for the great n*^ort of nuiltstcTs, and 
oilier dealers in grain; and adds, that it is incredible what a \ust 
number of horses, loaded with corn, are to be seen eveiy maiket- 
ddv on llie rewds round about, ft is still extremely celeirrafed 
fur its corn trade, notwithstanding the great alteration in the inmles 
of traiTic that has taken plan* since l!ie days of Uiis v\ liter. 

At the periial of* the. Dissolution, the revenues of the ihiory 
were, according to Dugdalc, estimated at the annual sum of ,S9l, 
lbs. Oil. but Sjx ed records them at lObl. 0s. id. Henry the 
Eighth, by charter, dated on the tw'cnty-niuth of December, in the 
thirIV'first of his reigh, granted tlie site of the Priory, with its u|v 
partenances and liberties, and tiircc fairs aimually, to Robert Ches- 
ter, Esq, one of the (ientlemea of the Privy Chamber, in couhi- 

deration 
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deration of the sum of 5s. 0<!. Tins Robe it aftc»« 

nards Knii;hlod by the Kinij; and in the seventh of Elirdbt*th, be 
u5.s eoir^lituled Shcri/I' of the counties of Hertford and Essex, 
Robert, his grandson, uas Sheriff of Hertfordshire in the fortytirst 
of Eliza))eth ; and liad tin* honor of erilertainiiig James the First in 
his Iiouse, during the progress of tfial Sovereign from Scotland to 
London. His jK)slerity continued to possess the site of the Priory 
ilnring sexerai generations; but it is now the property of the Ho- 
norable lliornas Brand. Only a few ititimins of the Priory build- 
ings in<‘ now si muling, with the exception of the Church, 

Besides the Priorv, there were two other religious foundations 
m ihi^ tuwn, Onr of them, an Hospital, dedicated to St. Nicbo- 
was founded earh as the time of King John;"* but no par- 
tii ulars < oueenu'ug if are known. The other, wiiich was also au 
Honp/i al, or l't\r iiuipd, was dedicated to St. John and St. 
jiuncs, aufl existed as early as the tvvelflii of Henry the Third, 
when U alter de Oray, Archbishop of York, granted tiiirteen days 
indulgence to such as sliould contribute to the support of its weak 
and sick bndliren.t Tliis xvas most probably founded by some of 
tfic family of Argentine, as Richard de Argentein was patron in 
the year 1588. It ha<l a Master, or Warden, and several Fire- 
tliren; and at the lime of its dissolution, in the twenty-sixth of 
flcnry liic Kighlli, its entire annual revenues were valued at 61. 

I ds. Cd. or 51. Os, Hid. clear. 8ome remains of this Hospital are 
now to he seen in a (hvelling-house, James tite First had a Palace. 
or Hunnn^;- Box, in this town, which he frequentlyvisi ted, aiidxviierc- 
in he signed the perfidious order for the apprehension of Ikis iavorite, 
(^irr. It is now, or w’as lately, inhabited by a Carpenter, who 
purchased it for very little money. 

At the bottom of the principal street in Royston, and immedi- 
ately beneath the Market-place, is the Cave, a kind of subterra- 
neous Crypt, or Oratory, which has been dug out of the solid 
chalk, and had originally a j^ierpendicular aperture rising to the 
street, and <^ommwnicatuig with the upper part of the cavity. TJiis 

M 3 , was 


* Tanner’s Noiitia 


f Ibid. 
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\v;\s of a ciiTular form^ about two f( <4 in diamotor, aivl had htm 
closed by a nulkstone, whicli \Aas arculonlidly <jisro\eK'd in Au- 
gust, 17 *iC, by driving a post into tiic ground, as the lonndatiou 
ol‘a bench for llie nvarkekwoinen. The a^Hutnre, or dc-reul, liad 
holes for the feet cut into the chalk on each side; but as the lovu r 
pail of the crypt was found to he filled with loose earth and ruh- 
birh, this passage was quickly eularged, iliat the interior might he 
cleared \\ith more celerity, the curiosity of the. towns- jfcople l*eing 
strongh excited by the hopes of discovering some hidden treasiue. 
About two hundred lauds of earth were drawn out helbre the ea- 
vity was entirely cleared; but tiie ?:cal of the ialiourtaN was repaid 
only by the finding of a skull, and other iiuinan born-, tor the 
most part very much decayed. 

The interior of tins very curious, and piohahK uui<{i;r. sui»tt r- 
raneous upurtnicnt, is completely circular, huidnng in a kiml of 
dome above, broken only by the original entia!;e(*. Ibrnud the 
lower part ot* the sides is a series of ru<h; car\itigs oi’ the Cnu i- 
fixion, St. Christo[)lK?r, St. Catherine. Si. Lawrenee. and various 
other subjects in sacred aiul propliaiu' history. Th(‘s<‘ are su;v 
po.^ed, by Dr. Stukekw, to have been rut by th* Lady Hois'd, 
whom he imagines to lm\e had this fdarf made us un Oratory and 
InaLl-Cbapel tor lierself; and that llse skull, and other Ikuo s 
found here, were really lier remains. The>e opinions, which the 
Doctor supported in a quarto pamphlet, were controverted with 
some success by the Kev. C. Parkyu, who maiutained, with Dug- 
dale and Lc'land, that the Laily Uoisia was buried in llie Cliaptei- 
bouse at Chieksimd, in Bedfordshire; u rriorv of her own foun- 
dation, and to whicii she retired in the latter part of In r life; and 
that tiiis tell, or crypt, was a Hermitage long before Uoisiawas 
born, and l]i:;t it contimicd so long after hir death, Tfiis occa* 
siojied an elaborate reply from Dr. Slukelev, in wliich lie detailed 
fnany curious particulurs of tlie family of the Lady Roisia, and 
supported his toriner corjectilres by a more full description of tlie 
cvcnls wliich he imaginetl^ to have been recorded by her in the 
ciu dugs r<ftuid the sides of die cell. His antagonist rejoined; and 
tiiosigh the dispute was carried on with much acrimony, the. re- 
spective 
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«pcrfivc painphUis nrc worthy ot }>c‘ru.sal, Iroui the varii t\ o{ cr,* 
xious and interesting; inaUer which they contain. 

•^riie hotloni of tlie <Tvpt is surrounded by a rdised alemt 
one foot high, ami b(*l ween two and t line wide, hut divid»'<l oii 
the east side by a hollow place, called the (irave, Ihe prescMit 
4 at ranee is [>y a regular descent, or pusvagc, fonned in tlie ritalfe 
from an ad jarnit houses and nearly otic hundred \ards in length, 
'flu* (hamefer the m|)t is about twentydivc feet; its height he« 
tueen thirty and foi1y. 

Royston C/o/rc/^ consists of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a 
low tower, ervthrastircd, as arc the other parts of this hthric, 
r*efore the altar is a slab, inlaki with a Jiro.v.>% rejnesenting a crosii, 
u itJi the five wounds. In the iioilh aisle, by llie west dooi\ wiis 
:i of a Ihiest, on a slab, with tills inscription: 

Il;ic Jaccr Euhfu0 CCRn'tc Quontv'm I^rior feti' foci qui ebijt 
primo tnf iirtno aui 

jTio t:cr0imo4 Quarto* 


Several other slabs, formerly inlaid, ere in this Church, Iml the 
r»rasses ar<' mostly gone. Here is also an ancient ligurc of a 
Knigiit, whii his head rc'st ing on a eudi ion, mid his hands closed 
as in pru'.en IliLs is said to have been brought from the Piiory, 
and to reprt ‘^ent oiie <d’ the Lords Scalts: but Salmon snp|>D^c^ it; 
to 1)0 intended rather tor Imstace de More, or his neplunv, Ralph 
<ic Ilovecc>ter, The mnnher of liousv'^- in this parish, acc ording lo 
the late returns, was •iJOb ; that of mhabltants, ^)75 : the houses arc 
pnucipally ot'briih, and the sfrends are narrow. The Ii(>?/sfnn ( r(no 
is described by Pennant as a bird of passage, cotning into Ruglauii 
about the beginiuiig of winter, ami leaving it with the woodco{ ks. 
These crows are mu\ jdefUiful <hi the Chalk Downs in tiiis ne:gh« 
bourliood ; and also in other similar open >iiuations in ditlcsent 
parts of the kingdom: they breed in >Swedeu, in the south parts of 
Ciermany, and on the Danube. The head, the under part of the 
neck, and the wings, are black, glossed over with a fine blue; the 
breast, belly, and back, arc of a pale ash color: the boaoms of tiie 

H ^ toes 
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toes are broad and flat, the beiler to enable them to walk on 
marshy grounds.^ 

KEWCELIi^, or NEWSELLS, called Neunt.la in the Domesvl«y 
liook, a manor lu the Parish ot‘Barkwa>, was, at the time <>t the 
Coiiqtieror s Survey, lield by Eu<lo Dapiier, lr<na whom it t^itssed 
ill the same manner as Biirkway, through the Lords Sralo, and 
other noble families, to the Chesters, wlio sold it lt> William New- 
land, Es 4]. It was afterwards purchased by Sir Julia 
K at. whose son and lieir, George Jennings, Esq. d\ing alxml tit- 
tceii years ago, it was conveyed by tlu* marriage of E^tiier, his 
only daughter and heiress, to tlie Hon. John Peachey, son and 
Iieir-apparent to James, Lord Selsea, wh<» is the prcMiit pu^seNsor, 
In a chalk-pit in Kocklk\ Wood, was foaiul, in tijc y< w.r 
17'13, a brass figure of Mars, with a brass haadlo, ai’d sevi u tlha 
plates, having a figure of Vulcan engraven oii two of iluin, and 
on each of the others, a Mars: on two oi' the latter wen' aNo tiic 
following inscrij)tions; 

MAini 

lOVIALl 

Tl CLAVDIVS. PHIM\S 
All'll LIBER 
V. S. L. M. 

D. MAiriL ALATOR. 

DVM, CENSOKINVS 
GEMELLI FiL. 

V. S. L. M, 


The word Alatorum was referr^ by Mr. \Vard, who commiintr 
cated an account of the discovery to the Royal Society, to the 
Casira Alaia, of Ptolemy, or Edinburgh ; and he supposed the 
plates to have been ornaiuf^s on u shrine of Mars about the 
time of Diodesian.t 

COCKEM 


•LZoology, VohI; |i. i69, 8vo. Vol. J. p. tQl, 4to. 
t Gough, from Phil. I'ram. Xo. 343. 
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rOCKEN MATCH, u nmnor to NeuT(‘lis, is 

1<) have derived its iuiine (roni a named Cod.eimrii, wito 

|fv>sses;sefl it before the ilo\n[\wsi, Eustvice de Mere £rave it to the 
Shioi\ of Jtovsttai; aiul it jrassed with that foundation U> llobcrt 
< 1 m ska, Km|. i:i the lime oi Henry the Eiirhlh, ai»d liecauie the 
j»tiijeip;d seal of Ills family. It was afterwards llie seat of Sir Wih 
(i\:; i Chajuiian, IVnt. aisd on the death of Ids widow, the hite f^a<ly 
Chapovan, wa^ bequeathed by liei to the Lady of Sir Francis Wills, 
who i< )\v |^^.^'.e^ses it. The Mansion is rather a singular struct u re, 
but not Jinhiuuisome; it stands in a pleasant Park. 

'fhe Manor of IjAHKWAV foruied part of tfie e-tate of Etistare 
<ie Mere, and afterwards of Robert de Roverester, tiom whoso fa- 
mily it pass(?d by au heit t named Alice, wiu> married Robert 
!) L-ra!crs, or Seales, about the time of King John. Their son, 
RobvrL obtained u grant of a weekly iuarket, and a six days’ an- 
nual tair, for this maiuM', in the reigti of Heiuy the Tiiird. Ro- 
}m it H’Escalcrs, his sou Uiid sueeossor, was a renowned wanior in 
the tiiu.e (jf Edward the First, whogrunte<l hint hinds to the visuly 
vahu' <d ;hK) rnaiks, for his service s in Seotlaud, aial smimioned 
!:i‘a a Ikiroii to Piuliuineut. His fan ily contianed to fiouridi, 
and ill. i lietjueul suuimomcs to Pariiament, till dm Iiujc of ileary 
fi.e ^ixth, \\heii Eli/abctli, maiii* (l to ll^suv Touchier, second 
on <}t l!* i)!y, Earl of Essex, was left iu’.ioss. Her sccoiid hus- 
h-and as Aadioiiy Widviilc, son of Eail Rivers, who wun eur.^ti- 
tuied t.\>id Scales tni his marriage, and succeeded iiis fadier in the 
i'anhiniu in the ninth of Edward the roiuth. ()u his tragical 
death, ITeitard the ’Third granted this minim* to tiie Duke of Nor- 
folk, who tell in the battle of Boswortli Field; etrd hi.-v ci'-fiuVs 
were sv t/xM l^y Henry the Seventh. Barkwav, w ith xeua pos- 

sessions oi’ the Earls Pdvers, were restored to the (hmuless Eiiza- 
beth; Iml on failure of isuie, reverted to the Iteijs ot tite Lords 
Stales, who \ m)v found to be John d<‘ Vch% Tan I of Oxtbtd, and 
Sir W ilhain Tiudab On a partiliuu, Barkway vuidi Xewcelhs were 
allotted tt> the tbnuer ; and his In irs coutinut d owncis till about 
the (unelusion of the reign of Hemy the Eight h ; in the lime of 
whose daugliti r, (Jneen M:;rv, Sir John Pe}ei> e.as possessor, lie 
sold llictn to Henry Pranie h Esq. an AMeimau of Loudon; and his 
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llrnrv, nir^rrlr*! fo Franrrs, <Ian^;h^or of Lord TLcount Bin- 
flon, ]no('uictl a new e])iHlev for u nraikef, anfl it three days' fair, 
for liis ^lanor of Bark way, iVoin (,>ne<ni Eiizalieth. This \^;e. 
f::rank<l in <’o^l^id<*rat^o^l oi‘ the loss he had «u^lain^•d by tlie whole 
town having been nv'ariy destroyed by lire, and which appears^ 
from Norden, to have so aflert<‘d him, ns to ornision his dealji,. 
His heirs sold Barkway to the Chester faniily, who rrtaiiwd it till the 
Hiiddle of the last eentui y. l! is now the projunly of the lion, John 
Selsea, who deriveii it from his muvriit^'e witli the Ik iress of the 
Jennings family. 

Bark way Church k dedicated to St. Mary ^lii^^dalen, and con- 
tains various monumeuts and inscriptions for the (V/uVtV;\s; to;:^e- 
thcr with many ancient slabs, formerly irdaid with BrasM^s* scarcely 
any of which are now remmning. Sonic tVao^meiits of a st rics of 
representations of the Ci cation, in painted glass, remain in the 
windows of the north aisle; with anas, autl other tigtires. The 
market has been disused many years. The inhahitanr.'. of Barkway, 
as returned under the Act of IbOO, amounted to the liou:»e's 
to 147. 

ANSTEY, or Anstif, called in the I)omc*>d-ay Book,, 

is supposed, by .Salmon, to derive its luinie from tile J^rmin Saud^ 
which he imagiiics to have rim tlirougli this parish, and to have 
been called ibwo/Zge, the iliglr-way, by tiie Saxons, in lok( n of 
pre-f nnncnce. 'f’his manor was given by the Com|urror to Eu- 
stacc, Earl of Boulogne, who is re[>resented tohavebuih a ( 
lieie, by the King's comniand, ft)r the purpoise of intimkiating the 
English. Sonu* additional ouLworks W’tne made during the iki- 
rolls' wars, hi tiie reign of King John; but. tiic&e wi re afterwards 
demolished, by (*rder of Henry the Third, by Nicludas, surnanu il 
Dc yhunc; and the nralerials are saitl to have been employed by 
Richard de Anstie in the erection of the Cinirch. in the rt ign (d* 
Edward the Fii^t, Dlonise <le Monte Caviso died jwisMssed ot* this 
Alimor and Castle; but in the insxt reign lliey lieeame tji<‘ property 
of llie Crown, but in wiiatnraniK'r d(K*s nr>t clearly appear, having 
previously liekmged to Aiiiflomare de Vahmlia, Earl of Bmnbroke, 
to who.^e widow, Mary de Sf. Paul, daughter of (iuv de Cljatillon, 
tli^^y wen; granted by Edwaid the Secoini dining her life> Kd«* 
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wanl the Third, ])y lus Letters Patent, dated at Slicn^% in lije fifty- 
tirst of Iii.s reiirn, ;:ra:ile(i Anstk*, with its Cattle, ai;d the Cie tie of 
fotluain^ay, to hi^ titlii son, Fah^uid of Lan^d<*y. Iklward, 
Duke of Yoilv, his son and bueeesj^r, \vho was sl’dn in tiie iaitie 
of A;:iiieoiut, o!>lai;/jed lirense from ILairv the to make 

o\er and other fnui-oj'j, |o Htea’Y, Bish.op of Winchester, and 
otle'r^, in trust, ftu' ‘.he i ompielimi of ttie coile^iiatc Church of 
l'otheiiiii:'a} ; to Aurd*. the haildinu and endowment of whk:h. he 
hatl exjM'Utli'd hu'Mi .-inn*'. I ho descendant, Edward the Fourth, 
p^ranO-d Ansiie to <h'« iiy, Duel^t^: <>f York, his inotjK.r; after 
whose death it nwerted to, and ct>ntiniu‘d in, the Cnovn, tid 
lieiirv the Ki^htfi jrnmtcd it to Ins Queen, JajMi Seymour, foi life. 
After her deatfj, he aiuiiti ernnted it, in tlie thiits-sisth of Ids 
ieij 2 :n, lo J(dm (Jock, of Broxhourn, in <<>iisid<'rati<;u of the 

jrayincnl, into the E\ chequer, of 28^1. lx’s. lOd. lo hold In the 
Idrtietli pail (d a Knights fee, and tin yearly rent t>f ‘20<. 1 loin 

his lieirs ii [)assed thron^di Viuious hnnilic'-: and lastly, by pun lace, 
hi Sir Ihiulainl fntton, of Kuebworth; and it is sliil in po.‘scs>doa 
of thi‘ reprc>entalt\e of his family. 

The Hitihn'ul mount, on which stood the Keep, or more ancind 
part of th<’ i'asiir, still remains <nrronnded by a moat; to<jcther 
with a dccji <hirh and rampart, tluit imdo^cd the additions made 
in liic lime of Kiii:;: jolin. Tiie i'ftunh is built in the foiin of a 
rross^ alow h.mer rising from the intersection of the nave 

and cliaiucl ; in the biter are some uncienl slails. In tl.e somii 
aisle is an aneirnt moirameiit, with the etligles, as traditionally ro- 
porhil, of idv/.w/,;/ {/c the builder of the CImreh. 

lU.LN'l' FLLliAM, FCKNEUX PEUIAM, and Si'OCKLNG 
PLIdiAM, are lanv t!u<'e distinct parislit's; but at Vue neii^al of 
making tiic Dona sday Survey, they were all includ**d in one, un- 
<ler the i:;enend name of IVdham; ami llioiiLih iii\ided hito seven 
puhels, were ail hehi of the liivhop of London, How they w(‘re 
nhenati'd frotn Ins S«t is unknown; but In tlie tinie of llemy the 
Ttuid, Simon dc Funu usc was Ltud of the wliolt , appears by 
hrs plcadini: a uiant of liberty of free-warren bom that Kimjf, 
when summoned to show his Fapiit by a II (S<'rr<o..o iii tiu; rrixm 
of Edward the First, A be Manor ot btoikini: Ft hiern, LoN^evtr, 

he 



HERTFORDSlIIEi:* 


iSS 

he is recorded to have held of the Bishop of London, as of his 
Castle at Stortford, hy homap;e, and the f)ayment of I Os. annually, 
for the defence of the Castle. The name of Fin'fk'ur Pelham whs 
derived from his finiily: that of Brent Pi I ham was* olUuiin d from 
a fire in the reign of Henry the First, which nearly doNtr(ned ih.v 
whole place, together wdth the Church: and that of or 

Stockhi Pelham, was, according to Salmon, so gi\4 si from la'ing 
situated adjacent to some wood, that had been grubhed o) sUm k- 
ed up. 

The descent of the Manors of Furnea\ IVIhain, and I'M nf Ti !- 
ham, was the same for sevenl cesiiuricN, From the f.-smls ot 
Furneux they passed by .! i heiress to .Sir .Ldm rh* h L< oi' \\ 
Lee, who represented this countv in a i^ulianunt held at Vv'esf- 
min^ic'r in The went vninth w*' E h.ard tht' 'rhird. Sir U .du-r, 
son aufl heir, was also ii rcpieseutative for thi'^ «'ountN m thn d;’!}- 
fir.4 of the same King; and in the dme of his sucus.nn, FiVIiiinl 
the Second, he was Knight of the shire in no ievur than hunt' 
the nurncrous Parliaments held during that tioubiv <m: o igir 
He was also Sheriff of Hertford and IXsex, in the thirteeiiti! nf (lx- 
same Sovereign. He dying without issue in the mi.etniiih (ff 
Richard, was succeeded in tiicse manors by Rcdaul N(‘Wj)ort, 
who Ijum married Margery, his eldest, sister and co-hein ^ l lii'. 
Pobert was Knight of* the shire in the second, and cLxix In liie 
tweluli, of Henry the Fourth; and in his descendants thrsr * 4ah s 
continued till the time of Henry the Eighth, when tin y p;{SHf>f| in 
marriage with an heiress to the family of the Pad rx'. l.ord'^ 
Morlej; ^^iiliam, Lord Montcagle, sold Furinux IMliani to 
Edwaid Newport, Esq. about the year i 6'J0; and in lO lOj he abo 
disposed of Brent Pelham to the same gentleman, who was do 
St ended from the family of lib name that had before held thoe 
manors. The Manor^’HouM*, called Pelham Hall, with the de- 
mesne and parks ronneded with it, had been previously sold, by 
the l.x)rd Monteagle, to Richard Meiid, Esq. of Bearden, w ho 
pulled down a consiilirable part of the buildings : it aftenvards 
passed tlirongh difietent families to the (ahrrts, who became 
owners by purchase about fbe year 1677 : they also became pos* 
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of the Manor oi Siockinji; Polliani, of which the history is 
very ohsc'ure, in the same manner. Brent IMham was sohi to the 
in the time ot (. Iiarles the First. 

I1te Chfirt'h at Bhi,m Pki iiam is a small structure, consisting 
only ot a single pa<.e, with a «mer at the west ttnd; the clmmel is 
ot hru li A\ojIv. in the north wall of the nave is the curious mo- 
minient ol O SnoNKEs, uho is said to have been owner 

a sr.hordinate manoi in this |niri.sh very soon after the Com 
: and tha .gc at Ins mansion is MjH pointed out, surrounded 
0 \ ; njoai. ; a,' hm r part of the tomb is of modern hrick- 
wojk i»nt the top is uo'crcil wltli an ancient siah <if Petworth 
marble, m nlptuo-d in \<‘:y hiih reiiel, v ith the figure ofati angei, 
^mrounded by die svmijob. of tiic luvangelist , and sustaining a 
j'estoo!! of drapf ry, om 'iiei» rises a sma’d iuanum 1;.^uve, with 
Ills hands ra/i.H-d m tht‘ anitmUr ot‘ prayer: below inis, in the cen- 
tre of lh(‘ Niab, 1 ' .1 i’ioss tleun, wilh a kind of Imiririjed stem,, tin? 
!ou(‘i end <d wiinli is entering tiie mouth of a dragon or serpent 
i'hi^ vsmhoheal leprcMmtation of the triuaipii of Christianity, was 
most probably tin* origin of a traditional tale roncerning the per- 
v<>}) bmi» d here, and ulnch o'present^ him as having so otfended 
the S)e\il, by Kiiliug a sc-ipeiit, that his Higiine>s threatened to se- 
cure him, \\h<‘tjier bune<! within ‘U without the vvalb of a r''urcli; 
to a\oid vNhii'ii, \iv was Oepo-ited in tlie wall lUt If. Over the 
totnb ir. tht^ m -enpuon, wlikh, as it dillers from ihc c:o}>ics given 
iiolli b\ ('hauiK \ and Salmon, lia^ most probably been renewed 
Mint' tlaut time'-' 

O Piers ShonivTs 
Wiicj died Anno i08o. 

I’iivtyrn Jama manci Cadau^ Sa7ict4q, Gto: 

Posihuma TvinrH(s Edax Oasa Scpidchrq. vorcut 
J/-K' Eli men in Mnro iutiis^ qtit perdidit Angutni 
Ini do ptiiihi.s' Ihcmonc Shonkii i craL 

Noi!fn\L» V i'Caduuw, nv)r St. George, thofc names 
Ch' i.o’eat reruuMi, survives them, but their i'.tniesi 
'fuiie \\ .ib so sh.M'p set as to make no bone$ 

( )i tlnors, nor <jt' rheir monumental sroncs ; 
but SnoNKh cue* serpent kills, t'other deties, 

;\(id in tills e. all, as in a fortress, lies. 


M halover 
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Whafprcr have pvoii ri.se to tlie fia<li{ioii, it would seem 

iJiut (V^^iionke.s was a rliarartrr innrh venonOvd, lis the bultrossis 
on the outside of the C!un*ch, A^hirh houud tlu' place t>t hi^ sepa*- 
tare, are nioiked with (V<i.v.>r.<* 1'lir Rv* iuMjuei- rolU iiu ntioa a 
(lilhert .SVoe':, of I'uvut Polhaiii, upon wlunu Snuon de iha'nt!usi* 
rnadr, a di^str^ss in the slxieeatli <*f Edward tlie i'irsf, thr ha ho- 
Traii^e and seniic, auvi -lOs. and sixjvaiee, auiiu;;l lenl.* 

due (.i\:v/i at t'CRNECX rKI.UA.M (‘f a irave^ ehan- 

col, and sale aisles, with a sniail lower, in the routre of the sUiu- 
lure, at the we»t end: tlie clnuu -.1 appee.rs the uiost auvioit, ;i!ul 
Ikss a cross iieiiry at tiie summit of the east end. It i?. son. ew hat 
remarhahiey that, tliore was ori^^inally no entrance froui tln west; 
but a door-we.Y l»as heca openeil throiiuh tin*, lower pari of a lar^e 
rartufied pointed unhed window . due windows cd’ the aisjis 
have (ditusc ar<*licH, and are each divhled by niuliious ii.to thisa^ 
tretbihheiukd iipds, wilieerodiefs and sinalhr ]ii:hi> above. In 
tiie north aisle remains a very curious piece of (iolliic .S\ re- ; 

the aU' ient .siat of the Newports, Lords ol* the Manor, co^u'0<l 
with an eleiumt canopy of iij:hl tiauATV, r;\r\{'d in wood. ()\er 
t- e door are the ancient arms of the New|H>]?s pnjie pei fe-N a 
lion rainpaJit ; the more modern arnts of the familx. ( >i\ a tl ss be- 
tu ceil tliree crescents sabic; and another shield, besiiliji: i;iih'N^ <ut 
a cr(»s:s a;«urc, live tygers Iicad.s, Or: each of llu "no sluehl's liad 
deer for its supporters. In a Burial-Chapel a}>[>ropriated to tlu iiifn- 
ii lent of the families of tlie Lords of the xMuuor, and < ouit< ifed 
^^iUi the south aisle, and in the south aisle itself, uir t!i<* liuUiLjUd 
remains of several monuments iiie Ntv:poris, awd ilieir prede- 
cessors, the At Lees; hut all inscriptions: >evesal ot tlu NC. 

however, have been prcser\:^d by Weever and Chainu v. On a 
slab in the pavement, is this in.scri prion in Savon thinadns; 
€)_nton: Ocftornrtj;: fitiWia, This is thouf»ltl to he of the tinu' of 
Edward the First, and to be Mtendcd for tlic son oi the Simon (b: 
Furueu^e who pleaded to the JVarrar^Uf in that rei^ii. On 
one of the tombs uveSrasscs of a male and t'enude’ muler rich <’ano- 


pu;,s : 
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tiie foinu r lr.i> a siivall sucni, or daf^'MT, at lu, It ft auc5 
is si and ii It; upon a ^in'phfni’s dot; ; his beard is iluk'ai in the bv 
t>r the time". ol‘ iUrhavd the Seeoitii. Ills L-uty is in the 
<lrcv:s oi' li»e ^:va\k ifksrr,ij>tion and anr^s are uone; 

he.t Ir.e win^ic voslunie ot* tlte hgures evinres this \ o fui the niom;- 
ufiirli Wrrver nientioiis as * Iduly dctamJ/ hi b'h dity, ar.d 
'U then havinir tlir ihlloning imperfect epitaph: 

CCia:::^r Jt ,11130 '^'r ecfalm ^:Bp 

OlUhVr IjOllMTAD, or //<>n/;id 0 \uis l;! veil by tle-^ 

(htiKjiitrnr to Kdu.u" At heling; Lut it afterwards uneitcd to the 
rrowu in the pet son of Henry tlie 5v<ond, elaiined his righs 
ol’ inhcritiuico by MrliU' of bis de^eeiit tixau .Margaret, wile of 
!^lah:(>]in. Kin" of Suit-, and sister to Ed^tr. In tin* latter enui of 
the p i'in of K in\^ John, it was held by Joini de Sandford, bv ^t r - 
vha* hi the t^hireif > ( 'Ira.rnhi'r ; and lus tlesr'oiK loot. (<i!hn i. Lord 
Sandt’ojd, ('lianiinrlaiu to FJeanor, (^htecn i>f Heerv ll:e 
fiiiid; an olVee that ua- al..o eveeated b;. hi^ uife Lony^ utter In’s 
de« euM’. 'I'heir dan^jbiu* fdire, beini; h f { helres>, uas luanied to 
ilt.'iieit, '.on and sm cessor to Hu^^h de f rie. E.nl of 0\for(b who 
had pauhii'-ed the warddiip of tlie laehevx lor tl'ait purpose. In 
ihi*, i‘.;oi*!v it eoiitinued till Henry, tije spi'edth’ht E.ui. conveyed 
it tf» \utlio!»> Caue^ Citizen of ],ondon, in the tnent\dirst of Eli- 
yalM'di; h*’ ua\e it to Daniel, his Mjuni;e^t m)u, who eiaiined the 
oihie <.t (!liaioberl;un t<» Antie of Deiunaik, a! liie time of her co- 
jiMuilion With James tiie Firstf but the Coumiissioiiers of Ciaiius 

deeliia d to ui\e jnd^uierit. 

J.WS'ION, culled IchcUme in the Domesday Book, ami Lcf- 
KAurnirnu- in a "rant of the inancH’ mud^j to the Cliundi of the 
HoK 'fiinily, in London, in the time of Kin" Siepiien, had the 
oraiit of a wci kly inarket, and an eight dayif annual fair, from 
lienrv (he rihid. I'liene, however, have been long disusi^d. 
After llu l)i^-ohition, the manor granted to the Lord (Jlranctdlor 
Audlev : but it has ^ince been possc.-sed by M!vevai ditlerent iiiMiilies, 
In the Church are many ancient slabs, now mostly deprived of 
2 the hr 
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/.■ 7 ;/ ww/i' Bwr/i erectcddt the jnm tim at ^'v 

pendeiu Thiockioe, iml WiMnl, :m<l on imul (fitm'Hv MoiK'ii,;: 
to them a//. It is ^iUmted near tbo iitrlc ri\er KUl aini 
ly on the iu^ii lou'l to Huntm^don, ^viiirh oi t a -ions it to hr a 
place ol‘ Kmie tnulc. "Hie %st mention of IkiiUini^l'onl llinl o* - 
curs, is ill the tnne oi’ I Id ward the Third, who iiranted a inaik*! 
and lair here to ile Burgo, at the aumial lenl of six- 

pence* The oravlict-dax was afterwaids ahercMl hv anoiluT loaaf 
from the sunie Kinu'; uud it was a^iiti altered hv Ifefirx tin* Kit lil'i, 
ill favor of the Lord Chancellor Audky, u!io Wvis d to 

appoint two men to jeoxern (he nrarlods and tiars, under tin- dir* r- 
tion of SIX others, iahahitarits of rhe town; tlie }>ndits la hr / la- 
ployed f<^r the ^^ood <»f the towii, ut the di>< retIon at tie l/ud. 
The Chapel at Bunlini^ford xvas built, 1 a' xalanlarx Miijserlplian, 
durini» the years i0i4 and KLm, under the >a}H natfndaare of 
the Kev, Ale\an<ler Stnai^e, who was Vicar of Lu\sl«ai fhifx- 
sk Ncars, and lies buried in his own stne ture. Near it aa . ! ' - 
house far tour poor men, and as mam women, founded and en- 
dowed in (he yeai'KiS-L by l>R. SKTrr Waki>, Bishop ot 
who was a natixe of this town. He also founded thin -eholai -i.ip-, 
in Jesus College, Canihrid^e, for boys born in this ( ount\, and 
educated in llie Grammar S.'hool at Bunt intiford ' ihe |ue- 

fercnce to natives of this and the adjoiuin^^ parishes. 

This benevolent )>relate was born in the year I(>l7; and liaCnu 
been tauglift |he early rudimenU of learning in tiie (iranunat Scl:oo{ 
of bis native town, w as removed' to Sydney College, {dnnhiid .:e, of 
which he wa^sifterwiu ds ciioseifreliow. In (he time of the Ci\ il Wars, 
lie was imprisoned for his imposition to (In* (uliug powers; hiiC 
after the Restoration, he was promoted 4o tlu‘ See ot Exeter, ile 
1 


was 
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was afterwards made ClianceBor of the Order of the Garter, and 
l>Y hiij infliicnce occasioned that office to he anrjexecl to the See of 
vS^flishurv, to which he was translated 10 .1667, He died m Ja- 
num v, 168S, and buried iu Salisbury Cathedral, 

1 he IMaiior o! WIDDIAL, called in the Domesday 

Book, was f,oanfcd by tliC VjmimTOt to Hardwvri d'Esralers, who 
is lhoo<*lit to }ju\e had his residertee here. In his }>ostenty it con^ 
tfiiinNl tiil liie niarria;^#? of Eli/^bef|j, daughter of Thooiasde Scales, 
with Anthoity idviilc, afterwards Jb^ari Rivets whose possessions' 
heiii^; seimi by llidrard the Tliird,^ ofletdhe decitpitatloc of the' 
lutil, at Fonteifact, \\ iddiiri continued in tlie Crown, liU Henry 
the Eii^iith unmted it to George Canog, and John Gill, his son-in-law, 
w ho ljud aftenwiirds jmsscssiou of the whole manor, . His grand son,^ 
also naiMe<l John, was SlieritV of Herts m the scveiiteeritli of Eliza- 
beth; ainl was succeeded by George, his son, who knighted 
in the first of James the First. He sold this estate to John Cioul- 
stoii, Esq. :i Prothoaotarv <tf the Com t of Common Pleas, from 
whoset (leM^cndanls it was purchased bv the late Brabazon Ellis, 
Esq. He sold it to his father-iii-law', John Hectoii, Esq. of Be<K 
fords, in F^ssex ; but it is now, or was lately, the seat of Thomas* 
t.ilvert, Esq. In Wid<Ual Ch(rch are various irionijmci>lf?, in 
< hapel w hkh runs tlic whole length of the north side, of the Gill 
and GouhUm lainiiies, together with an inscriptioD in memory of 
CANoNi, Gad. who Imilt llie chajH'l in the reign of 
Henry llie Eghtli. On a Bmss hi the Chapeei is the effigies of 
Dame IVIaroaret, only daughter and heiress of Sir Thomas 
Nevil, Knt. and wife to Sir Robert Southwell, Knt, Master of 
the Rolls: she died in December, 1575, at the age of fifty-five. 
The windows of the Cliapel have been omameiifed with painted 
glass in a xery siqierior style, representing various events in the 
History of Our Saviour: some of tlie subjects are yet perfect. 

At TIIROCKINO was formerly a seat of the Soames: Rui onefs, 
now demolkhed. Sir- Thomas Soame, Bart. lies buried in the 
ChiUTh. The estate belongs to the family of Eiwes of Roxbv, in 
Lincolnshire, who inclosed the /'wcAhere Tlie R^'ctor of Throf k- 
Voi VH March. ing 
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ing has no house, nor any land, in the parish, except the Churth- 
J'ard ; a circumstance almost unpaialleled. 

ASPENDEN, or Asfepen, called Absesdtmt in the r)omes<hiy 
Book, was granted by the Conqueror to Eudo Dapifer. In the 
time of Edward the First it belonged to John de \Vengham» Pre- 
rcAtor of St. Pa»ra, and contkniedi in his family till the time of 
Edward the Fourth, when |t passed to Sir Balph Jocelyn, hy his 
marriage with Elijsaheth, daughter and hehess of Willkun I><‘rkley, 
Sir Ralph wa» twice Lord Mayor o4* London *, and was made Knieht 
of the Bath at the Coronation of Elizabeth Gnty, Edward the 
Foiirtlfs Queen. He died in 1476; and his wife survn mg him, 
married, secondly, Sir Robert Clifford, third son of Loid Clifford, 
who had thb manor in her right Being iinp^eated in the conspiracy 
for asserting the rights of Perkin Warlitck, be was arrested ; but ob- 
tained his pardtxi by making known the paartieiilars of the plot. Sal- 
mon supposci^ his estate toliawe been restored to liim only for hrs life, 
as ill the next reign, Aspenden was heW by the Crown; and wa^r 
finally granted, by Fxlward the Sixth, to John Pliilpot, E^q. on a 
fee-farm rent of 281, amnially. Ho sold it to Sir Ralph Satlleir, 
of Standon, whose son, Sir Thomas, again sold it to \^iliiam and 
Ralph Freman, brothers and merdbanU, of Loudon, wlio made 
the Manor-House their place of residence. Ralph, sou of William, 
died pojfsessed of it in lOtiS : William, his grandson, left, b\ f’a- 
therinc, hk wife, (‘Mstcr and heiress to Sir Po|H‘ Blount,) 

aa only daughter 5«ul heiress, named Catheiine, who married 
the lion, Charles Vorke, sou of the first Lord Hardwick, and hither 
of the present Lord; by this marriage most ot the family estates 
came into tlic Yorke family; but Asjieiideu bad been prexiously sold 
to the Duke of Buedeugh^ and afterwards to the Boldtros * Chiules 
Boldero, Esq, who resides at Aspkpen Hau., is now owner. 

In the Hall Park is tb£ village Chuichy a small fabric, dedicated 
to St. Mary, and containing various moinamtnts and inscriptions, 
in memory of the Fremans. Here also is a handsome monument 
in memory of Syr Robert CiA miiio, Male Kynglil for the 
Body to the most excellent Prince, Kyng Uenri the \ii. and 
Master of liis Ordinaunec.' He died ou the fiileeiith of March, 
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in ll>e twenty4liird of Ihc ;ibove Sovereiga, ' The slab which covert 
ti]c tomb is iulaid with curious Bum figures of the Knight and his 
Ijady in attitudes of prayer. In the dtocet window was the por- 
trait and tmns of Sir Ralph who bat been mentioned as 

an ownf‘r of tliis manor. Tlic fitihner has been removed ; but an 
engraving from it was published in the year In the Churcb- 

yaid is a memorial for JoHK and Martha Ward, the parents 
of Selii Ward, Bishop of Salisbtiiy* 

BENNINGTON, called Belintone m the Domesday Book, was 
a seat of the Mercmn Sovereigns; and here, according to Spcl- 
man, a great Council of nobility and prelates was assembled about 
the }ear 850, under King Bcrtulpli, who, on the complaint of 
Askill, a Monk of Ciiqrtand» of the great dei^astaticms committed 
on the property of that Monastery by the Danes, granted the Monks 
a new charter of divers * splendid liberties/ and several extensive ma- 
nors. In the time of Bdwanl tlic Confessor, it was held by Aimer, 
suniamed De Belkitone; but after the Conquest, it became the pro- 
perty of Peter dc Voloirics, as appears from the Domesday Book, 
which also states, that here was a Priest, and a park of deer; 
Rarctfs silvutican b€Stiarum» 

Bol>ert dc Valoiiics, grandson of Peter, left a daughter and 
heirt'hs, married to Robert Fit*-W^alter, who by Iier had two daugh- 
ters, the eldest of uhom married William de Magnaville, Earl of 
Essex, but died without issue: tlie youngest had tliree daughters; 
Lora, tlje second of wlmm, married Henry de Baliol, and bad is- 
«iuc a soil, Alexander de Baliol, who, in Uie thirteenth of Edward 
the First, conveyed this manor 16 John de Benstede; and the 
grant was confiriued by tlie King in the following year. In the 
thirty-lliiid of the same Sovereign, a ciiarter of a weekly market, 
and a fair annually, was granted to him for this manor; but the 
former has long fallen into disuse. This John de Benstede was 
made a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, in the third of Ed- 

N 2 ward 

^ In a quarto pamphlet, intituled, * A Survey of the present State 
of A^peden Church, Herts.* Copies of all the inscriptions for the Fr«^ 
nans in the Church arc inserted in tliis publication. 
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ward the Second ; and Dugdalc liaj> enumerated him mnon^ tiiic 
Barons of England; yet as he had siunmons to Parliament only in 
one year, and as in that year the Judges and Kiugfs Counse l are 
promiscuously named amoug the Barons, it may bo piosumed 
that !io was not snmiuoncd as a Peer, fn his family this manor 
eoiitinucd during several generations; bul early iu tlio roigu of 
Ilenrv the Seventli, it was sold to Sir William Stiy, Knf, who had 
coasi(iera!)le possessions in tliis county, and in Esisex, 

Sir William Say had two daughter''., Elirahcth, maiiicd to Wil- 
liam, 1-ord Mont joy; and Mary, married to floury Bourhier, 
Earl of Essex: the former irad fesiie, a daughter, (tcitni<le* after 
wiiosc decease this nuMior, by M^ttlcmcnt, de\ol\tsl f»n \nue, the 
only daughter of her aunt by the Eirl ot L»*cx. TIin latly con- 
vexed it iu marnage, with other estates, to Sir Willram Paire-, 
Lord Parre, of Kendal, xvlio was afterwards cn‘at<‘d Eail of 
sex ; though his children, by the Lady Aime, kid, in the pieci d- 
wig year, lieen bastanlized by the Parliament. In the fust of Ed- 
waid llic Sixth, he was ad\aiH«d to the dignify ot Marquis of 
Northampton; and in the foiuth of the same Mraiardi, made 
Great CIiaml>erlaiii of England. "Die year following, he manied 
Elizabeth, daughter to George, Lord ('obliam; and thin pro- 
cured a special Act of Farliameul to disannul his foimer inanijire, 
and to ratify this, as xvell as to legitimate tlie ihihlren uhidi he 
might have by his second wife. After the licatli ot Edward the 
Sixth, he sujiportid tlie claims of the Liuly Jane (iiey ; for whuii 
he was afterwartls arraigned, and condemned to die; but he v^as 
respited by the Queen, iuuptestored in bIoo<l before the einl of 
the same year. His estates, hoxxever, xveie not le^tolvd ; ami in 
the third and fourth of Philip and IMan, Benninglon, and others 
of his manors, were granted; for forty ycai>,, in trust, for Anne. 
Viscountess Bouchier, and l^idy f-ovaine, providtnl the late Mar- 
quis, Sic Walliam Parre, should^ live so long, hi the twelfth of 
Elizabeth, that Sovereign granted the rcxeision of this inanoi to 
Walter, Viscount Hereford, to liotd in soccage under a yearly rent 
©f 441. 4«. 2d. This nobleman, who was descended ft oin Cicely, 
sister aud heiress of Henry Bouchier, Eail of Essex, w two year - 

.du rxxmdv 
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aftcrwaitfe advanced to that title; and in the following yea? , he 
bat ill judgment as a Peer on the Duke of Norfolk. He married 
Lettice, daughter of Sir Francis KnoUis, and had two sons, Ro- 
bert and Walter; but dying in be devised Bemiingtou to 

hts widow', who, in the thirty-eewenth of Elizabeth, in conjunction 
with her then husband, Sir Cbiislopiigr Blount^ and Robert, Earl 
of Essex, the uiifortanate favorite ot* Elizabeth, her eWest son, 
<oovo\ed it to Thomas Crompton, Esq. and his lieirs : lie settled 
it ill jointure upon Mary, his wtfe; and a court was tield here in 
both tiii'ir uames, in the forty-first of Elizabeth* 

By w’luit means this manor agai»: i^everted to tlie bjarl of Essex, 
4loes not appear; btit in the first of James the First, it was pos- 
sessed hv Birhard, Earl of Clanrickard, in right of his wife, Fran- 
ces, widow 4vf Robert, Earl of Essex, to whose sou, Robert, third 
I'.arl of it afterwards descended, and continued in Ills }K)S' 

session till after his drvorco fioni the infanmus I>ady Fmnees How- 
ard, hb first wife*, in tlie year l6lS^ He then sold it to Sir Julius 
<hmr, Knf. ns a{»]iears from the following [lassage in a volume of 
manuscripts, written by Charles Csesar, F4sq* gK‘at grandson to 
Sir Julius, and now itt the possessfon of a female deboendant of 
the (\csari, with many other writings bekmging to tlie family. 

“ The Eiurl of Essex, after the dhwce, was sentencxid to pay 
back his Ijids s |K>rtion; and fO rafee part of it, l>e sold his hunt- 
ing-house, widi a large park of deer, and lib mannour of Benning- 
ton, in Hurtfonblure, to Sir Julios Ciesar, Kut. Master of the 
Rolls in C hanecry , and a Privy Counseiler to King James the First, 
King of fireat Britain, for the sum of fourteen tlKHisaud pounds.''^ 

N Sir 

^ la the very intcrcstiiig * Memoirs of the Peers of Enrlund, during 
dm rcifn c^f James the FirW:,' by S* £• Brydgev, Evq. is inserted a full 
count of the abandoned conduct of ihit wretched woman, as well as 
s I the disgracclul proceedings that attended the obtaining of the divorce, 

f Caesar’s MSS. I. p. 8. An interesting selection from these ma- 
nuscripts is intended to be published in ibe course of the present year, 
with biographical sketches, and portraits of several of the Osar family, 
from original paintings and miiuatures. 
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Sir Julius Caesar, who was appointed Master of ihe Rolls in 
1610 , and made one of the Lords Commissioners for the custody 
of the Great Seal in 1620, died in 1636 , at the age of seventj-seven, 
and was buried in St. Helenas Church, London : but if the infornmtioii 
in Chauiirvis correct, this manor most Iia%*el>een conveyed to his son 
^id heir, Sir Charles Caesar, very soon afterhe had purchased it from 
the Earl of Essex, as Sir Charles is recorded to have held a court here 
in April, 16*14*.''^ This gendeman, wlio, like his father, was an 
eminent civilian, was appointed Master of the Rolls in 1638; 
and, after being twice married, and basing Meeii children bv both 
wives, died of the small-pox, at Bennington, in the year U>13: 
this disease proved fatal also to several of his issue, and among 
them, to Julius, his eldest sun iving son, who dying w itliin a few' 
days, was buried in the same grave willi his father. 

Henry, his next son, and heir, represented Ibis minty in tlie 
two first Parliaments held in tlie reign of Charles tlic Second ; and 
he was knighted by that Sovereign in J 660 : he also died of tiie small* 
pox, in January, l6(>7, 8, and was succeeded by Charles, his so* 
cond son, wlio was knighted in OctolxT, 167 I, at Cambridge, on 
the King's ^isit to that University. This gentleman, with his bro- 
ther-in-law, Sir Tliomas Pope Blount, represented this shire in the 
Convention Parliament, in the first of Wdliaiii and Maiy, and dy- 
ing in August, 1694 -, was succeeded by Ins eldest son, Charles, 
in whose family this manor continued till the year 174 K when it 
was sold, by the devisees in trust under his will, to the un- 

der the will of Sir John Cheshire Knt. some time Sergeant at Lnv; 
whose son, Robert Cheshire, Esq. married one of the daught<us 
and coheirs of Mr. Charles Caesar. His great nejdiew', John 
Cheshire, Esq. is the present possessor, and resides in a small 
mansion near the site of the andeiit Castle at Benningtpn, which 
stood westward from the Chtircb, and most probably occupied 
tlie spot whereon stoenl the Pahire of the Saxon Kings: the artifi- 
cial mount of the Keep, w^|i the surrovuiding ditch, are still to be 

^ scTii. 

¥ Chauncy's Herts, p. 34 j, Cfiaimcy docs not appear to have known 
tkat Sir Julius Caesar was ever in possession of Cennington. 
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scfti* The ol(J manor-house, that fiad beoi iiiliubited by the Cae- 
sars, stood ill the park> at a di*>tafice ftom the village, but was 
bftral (Iowa i>etueeii thirty aud forty years ago; aadasmaUcr 
tdifioe, since erected oa tlic site, was for some years occupied by 
Mr. Ihfilock, a w eil-iuiowa gentkfuan of the turf* 

Reimiiigtoa Church is a suudl fabric, dcilieufed to St Peter, 
con.sisliag of a nave and chancel, with a tower at tlie west end, 
and a Chapel, or buriabplace, connected witli tlie chancel on the 
north. Here lire (wo ancient monmuents, under arches, which 
form part of llicm, eudi exiiibitiog recumbent figures of a Knight 
and a Lady. Tlie most ancient, or that to tlie west, hits a pointed 
arch, with pmimcks; and tlie Knight is cross-legged ; this, from 
the arms, gules, three bars geraells, Or, is evnlcntly a Boistedc, 
The other Knight is represented with a collar of SS, under a flat 
arch, and ib doubtless for a Benstedc aLo, us the whole monument 
ih of a date long prior to tiiat M ^vhich the fumHy parted with tins 
t -sfutc. Many of the Cassars lie buried here ; and among them 
Sir Chakles C^ksab, Knt. son of Sir Julius Cx<ar, who died 
in U4d, at the age of fifty -nine ;aiKl his two wives; Anne, daugh- 
ter of Sir Peter Vaulorc; and Jane, daugiitcr to Sir Edward 
ihuLham, Knt some time Lord Mayor of London : tiie former 
died ill June, at the age of thirty-three; and tiic latter iu 

June, l()dl, iu her sixtieth year. The iknstcde family aie sup- 
posed to have built this Church, as tiicir arms are disjilayed both 
upon tiic roof, unci on the tower: in a niche, over the south porch, 
is a statue of St. Michael and the Dragon, 

YAKDLEY was gi\en by King Athelstan to the Canons of St, 
Paul s, Loudon, and it still belongs to that Church. Manor- 
lIous4‘, called YabOLEV BtfRY, luw become memorable from its 
having been the residence of the ancient iainily of the Otau7hj/s, 
during upwards of two centurks; and here Sir Henry Chaun- 
t’Y wrote his History of this County, 'fhe CImuncys derived their 
name from C/wmary, near Amiens, in Picardy; ami one of them 
coming to England with the Conqueror, ap|vears to have settled 
iu Yorkshire, where his son William purchased tl'C manor of Sc ip- 
penbach, and resided in the time of henry the First. Walter, his 

N 4 «on, 
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son, succeeded him in his title of Barou, and licld his manor of 
the King, in capitc, by the fourth part of a Baronj : in the next 
reigjii he gave the King, Stephen, 151, for liberty to marry wIkxu 
he pleased. His descendants held Scirpenbnch till the time of 
Richard the Second, wlteu it was alienated, in exchange for lands 
iji this county, John Chauiiey, Esq. sou and Iieir of Sir William 
Chamicy, late Baron of Scirpenhacb, settled at Gilston, in Herts, 
having married the daugliter of William Gifford, tlie owner of tliat 
manor, which was theu called Overhall. He died in the twciU^- 
second of Henry the Sixth; and was succeeded by John, l)i-s son, 
who uianicd Anne, daughter of.Sir John LevenUioq), of Sabridgi * 
worth, willi whom he had a portion of forty marks. His graml- 
soii, Maurice, became a monk in the Charter House, and, with 
the other brethren ou4hat foundation, was condemned to die, for 
denying the supremacy of Henry the Eiglilb* He escaped, how- 
ever, from prison, and settling at Bruges, became Prior of lljc 
jSIoaastery of English Carthusians. He was aftenvards Confessor 
to Queen Maty ; hut, on her death, was obliged to return to his 
convent,, where he died in the twenty-third of Elwabeth. George, 
second sou of his brother Henry, who Imd inherited the estate, 
married Jane, daughter and heiress of John Cornwall, Es<|. of 
Yardley; through which marriage the Bvrp became the resideiKc 
of the elder branch of the family. Henry, great gnuMlson of 
this George, the celehrated historian of Herts, ren i\(d the 
rudiments of his education at Bishop Stortfurd, and was after- 
wards entered of Caius College, Cambridge. Thence he re- 
moved to the* Midtlle Teinpk, and was called to the Bar in 
1656’. Ill 1675 he was made Bencher; and, in the same year, 
cliosen Steward of tlie Borough Court in Hertford, of whidi also, 
' hi l(?8(s he became Recorder. In the following jear lie was knighted 
by Charles the Second; and in l685, was made Treasurer of the 
Inner Temple. Thti|^ years afterwards, he was made Sergeant at 
Law, and Judge of pne of the circuits of Soutli W ales, lie died 
in 1700. His ^ Antiquities of Hertfordshire’ is a \ery va- 
luable^ ^^Ork, ^blended with some uiarcurarics, and pos- 

^ssiiig tha!fllomniOtt defect of its time, an almost total disregard 

to 
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to Ibe tkscripiiou of buildings, and tl^ notice of stories of ardii* 
lecture: ihb ilcficiency, however, wdth resfject to various ^nicicDt 
inaiior-liou.Hes, i»» jkrlly rompensated for by the plates. Sir 
married daughter of Francis Flyer, Esq. of Brent Pelham 
lln-I, bv ivhom he liad issue, three sous and four daughters. 

WAI.KEKN, which anciently belonged to the Lords Fitz-Wal* 
ter, by inlieritiuice from the Dg Burghs and Lamulkh^ and de«» 
ascended (bixmgh the by tha maiTiage of an heiress, 

to the Lords Morky, is one of the most ancient possessions of 
the Ca|>el«, Earls of Essex, in this county ; it having been pur- 
chased by Sir William CapcI, Kill* in the twenty-first of Henry 
the Seventh, from Sir Edward Howard, Knt. and Alice, his wife, 
^i-ter atid heiress of Heiiiy, Lord Morley, The Bury, or Maimr- 
house, is surrounded by a moat, ami is now occupied as a farm, 
lu the Llmrch, beueatli axi arch on the south wall, is a defaced 
eriigies of a Knight Tmphir* 

'riiis inirish, and its neighbourhood, were greatly agitated about 
liie ctMunienceineutof tjie last century' by an alarm of Witchcrafip 
u ]>uted to have been exercised on tlie persons of two servant maids 
and a boy, by a poor woman named Jane Wenham, and who 
was tried for the saidtiime at the Hertford Assizes, before Jadse 
Fowel. Some time before her trial, the culprit had the weak- 
ness lo confess hersClf guilty of the alleged crime; and though 
?»)h‘ afterwards accounieil for this co«fe&>ion, as arising from fear, 
il appears to have had considerable iiifiueuce on the minds of 
the jury men, who pronounced a verdict of guilty, notwithstanding 
the endeavours of the bcuevoleiit Judge to explain the evidence 
brought agaiusit her and wdiich e\ id ence was clearly the result 
oi a strong prejudice, operating on weak and superstitious niiiids. 

liie 


Jadje Pmvei is said to have predded vvi;en another woman was 
arraignetl on a similar ridiculous charge of Witchcraft, and one of the 
witnesses gave evidence that the prisoner could lly I (hi this the Judge 
asked the woman if it really was so: she answered in the atTtrInati^c; 
uhcn the Judge, with a promptitude of expression, whicli i vnn t d the 
vujperiority of hii imdcrsUnding, io!d her, * So she might, if she v ^ 
he knew of no law agaiasi it/ 
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The Judge reprieved her; and she afterwards Imd a free pardon^ 
and lived several years on a small allowance from the parish, 

* STEVENAGE, anciently, called Stigenkace, and Stigenhaugh't, 
is a respectable village, pleasantly situated on the high north road, 
and consisting of one large ajid several lesser streets. Tlie manor 
w as given, by Edward the Confessor, to the Abbey of Westmin- 
ster; and it continued annexed to that foundation till Henry the 
Eighth converted tlie Abbey into a Bishopric* This being dis- 
solved by Edwaid the Sixth, Stemnach, with AsImeU, and other 
manors in Herts, that had formed {lart of its estates, were granted 
to the See of London, to which they liavr ever since belonged, ex- 
cqiting tor a sliort pa-iod in the reign of Queen Mary. Monfeinc, 
Bishop of London in tlie time of James the First, procured from 
tliat King the grant of a weekly market, and tliree fairs annually, 
tor this manor; and a charter of conf^ination, with liberty to al- 
ter tlie market-day, was obtained in tlie fifth of William and Ma- 
ry: the contiguitv of the market towns of Baldock and Uitchin, 
have teudail, however, to the decay of this. 'Hie Church is a sniall 
structure, dedicated to St Nicholas, and consisting of a nave, 
diancel, and aisles, witli a small chapel on each sick* the chancel, 
and a lower at the west end; two niches for holy water reinain 
near the altar. Tlte population of tliis palish, as returned in 
1801, was 12J4; the number of bouses was 267. 

On the east side of tlie h^ road, about three quarters of a 
mile southward from Stevenaga; 'mw six la|ge Barrom lying in a 
row ; two or three of tliem haie beeit^^tpcned, but wot any thing 
of consequence was found, pr/0|ibly tbrpugh the openings not be- 
ing carried to a sufficieut d|^th : they appear to be com]>ose<l of 
gravel and fine clay. Tbe&e|pmuli have been thought of Danish 
origin; and with some pmmbiiity; the names of Dane- End, 
Danes Field, Mundane, and little, &c. having been con- 

ferred on different places ||l^||iis part of the county. 

ASTON was ancient dl^sneof the Saxon Kings, and was given 
by Adeli/^, Queen of f|W^ry the First, to the Monks of Reading, 
wiilhheld it til) the Dtji|lutioii, wlien Henry the Eigiitii grunted 
it- to Sir John Botelefyl^lirWfittoD Woo t-Iiuil. The House now 

standins 
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utandirtg at Aston Place, has marks of earlier antiquity ibm 
the time of the kist mentioned Sotcieign, particularly in tlie lower 
pJrt : it is a brick building, with curiously omamented chuiiiie>'s. 

WATrON, at tiic |)erjod of the Domesday Survey, was divided 
between the Archbishop of Canterbuty, tlie Abbot of West- 
minster, Earl Alan, and the King ; but in the reign of Henry the 
First, had mostly concentrated in Peter dc Valoiaes, FrOmhii 
family it was transferred to the Saitoh, and was granted by Alex- 
ander de llaltol, to Robert Aquillon, a lamous Baron in the tune 
of Henry the Third* It afterwards passed through the £uniiic$ of 
D'Aubeni, and Peletoyt, to that ofBoteler, which had been seated 
at Oversley, in Warwickshire, in the time of Henry the First. In 
this celebrated family it continued till the year 177 S, when it w a* 
.sold, by John Palmer Botelcr, Esq. to Sir Hiomas Rumbold, Bart, 
late Governor of Madras, who died in 1791» and was buried in 
Watton Chnith. It was afterwards sold, by the trustees under 
bis will, to the notorious Paul BenhekI, Esq. and since the failuxe 
of him, and his partner, Walter Boyd., it has again been sold t» 
Samuel Smith, Esq. the present possessor.* 

W ATfON WOOD-HALL, the beautiful seat of this gentleman, 
occupies one of the finest situations in the county. It is a spacious 
and elegant mansion, standing on au emhience in a large Park, 
nobly dnersified by hfll and vale, and watered by several small 
streams, w hich flow into the river Beane in its course through tlie 
grounds. The woods aie extensive, and many of the trees are of 
great magnitude, and luxuriant growth. Salmou records that the 
cut-water to the Royal Sovereign was wrought out of a single live 
from tiiis park, and which jt xcqiured eighteen Jiorses to draw 
when slit.f The ancient mansioQ of the Bottlers was mostly de- 
stroyed by fire in the year 1772 : it was a noble quadrangular 
building, with a gateway of brick flattked by round lowers, and % 

galleiy 

V ** Sir Thomas Rumbold bought the estate, of about 5000 acres, 
for 85,0001. w ood included : it lately sold for 150,0001. timber exdwd- 
ed/* Gaicrui Hew of the Jgricultdre qf HeriSn % y/. you?^g, 


t Hist of Herts, p. 
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^llery SQO feet long. Tlic present mansion was erected hy Sn 
Thomas Rumbold, and is fitted up with great taste and elegance. 

Jn. Watton Church are \* 3 nom> Brasses, with inscriptions, and 
other monutnents in memory of the Botelers^ said to have been 
preserved fiom dilapidation in the time of Uie Civil Wars, by the 
care of an OJiwrian who resided at Bardo/ft, a manor sul)oi<linate 
to Watton. The most ancient of the brasses lepieseiit’^ a Kujght 
in armour, o£ the Pdetoyt family, who died in llie reign of K<b 
ward the Third: this is supt>o$ed to b<' Sir Ralph IVlclovt, whose 
grand-daughter* Catherfue, coin eyed the estate to the Botelei^, 
hy her jm<irriage with Ralph Boteler. IV inscription in inunoiy 
of Sii Philip, his grandson, iiv now lost, hut it K thus recoidf d by 
’4\*€evc‘r. 

i;ic Tacrt corpus Demint i^^ilipp^ But'ter militia quontiam 
Donunt He slSloptiiiait, et hmna CccCedie if>acroru, gui ohip m 
fC£to S)ai:cii ILcanarHi, annoDcmmu^. et He- 

om Otnuci quinti p:fft €mqumum Pfttmo« Cumj? arame 
propitietut Deng# dmem 

Against the noiili wall is a large ain! costly monument in memo* 
r> of Pin UP Boteler, Emj. and his wife Elizabeth, damdi* 
fer and co-Iiciicss of William Ettricke, Esej. Tlie foiiner died lu 
IVlay* 1712, in his thirty-first year, aiwl liaviiig no issue, beipieal li- 
ed Walton to John Bolder, Esq. tlie son of his g-'iat-umh . On 
a slab in the south aisle, umbrm>e&<>f Bduiufid Bau/o/^ Kui, 
Jldmund badolf. Esq. his son; and Joan Bat dolj) w lie of tin* 
latter; all of i^hom apjfbar to fiavc died in the time ol' Ileury the 
Sivth, 

SACOMBE, called Seva^mpe in the Dotneaday Book, was, in 
llie time of tlie Conqucrofii llie jnroperty of i^fcer de Valoiues, or 
Valoigoes, from whose Apnily it ^mssed by mariiage into that of 
Fitz-Walter. Gundreda^ daughter of Robert Ktlfi-Waltcr, Imd 
issue three daugbter^'^jfllr co-heiresses; of whom Isabel, the 
youngest, married Ds^BComyn, whose grandson, Rlward, left 
two daughters ; the named Enfemia, married William de 

Ta Beebe; and them#>ughter and heiress, ElizalKlb, was twice 

manied; 
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married : first, to Sir Roger Kmnigge, ^bo died in the fortv-niiiili 
iof Edward the Third; and secondly, to Sir John Holt, a Judge 
of the Court of Cotnntoii m the time of Richard the Second, 
In the eleventh of that Soverei^i, this Sir J<^ was, with the otlier 
Jtidges of the different courts, assembled at Nottingham Castle, 
on the tvventj’-fifth of Augiist, when divers qiieslians were pr(v 
pound(*d to them by the King, conceiiimg the proceedings^ of the 
Duke of Olocester, and other Lords of his party, in the last Par- 
barnent at Westjiiinster: the aniwers rctnirued were so obs<?qiuous 
to the Kings will, and so offensive to the Lords impliaited by tlte 
questions, timt soon afterwards, when the Duk^ of GWcesler, and 
his friends,,^ ic^jtamed the ascetidancy. Sir John Holt was, with 
otliers of the Judges, condemaed to death by the ParSanient ; ;uid 
his lands end goods were cotifiscated. Ilis life, however, was 
spared at the (J^ieen’s iiiterc:essiofi, under condition of perpetual 
exile, wall the allowance of % certain portion of inoiu y for hk 
luaiutenance^ 

This niiiitor wiis afterwards the pro|>erty of llie Bitb<hoi 7 )es, an 
ancient Yorkshire fiiaiilv, in which it continued from the lift eeuth 
of the reigtt of Ikiiry the Sixth, till the beginiiing of (hat of 
Henry tlie Seventh, when it passed by an heiress to Willium 
Plunipton, Esq. front whose desceiKhmts it was purchased by Sir 
Jlol>ort Ihuekr, Knt, of Watton Wood-lhilL He diet! possessed 
of this estate, in the year k622; and Jane, his diuighter and 
iu ircss, conveyed it hi marriage to Joltn, I^rd Cellasis, of Wor 
lubv, in iJiu^ohishire;. who eoininanded in the cause of Charles 
the Tirst, and was afterwards Glovenior of Tangiers. By him it 
w as sold to Sir John Gore, who, in the time of James the Second, 
resold it to Sir Thomas Holt, a younger son of the Rolls of Bed- 
fordshire,. and Pa'sident of the East India Company at Surat. His 
great grandson, Thomas, dying in 1758, it descended to thci two 
sisters and co-heiresses of llie lalter: Mary, the only sister who 
had issue, „ married Timothy Caswall, Esq. LL. D. one of the 
Cominissioiicrs of the Excise, and some time representHtive for 
Hertford, who died seized of tiiis maiior in 1802, and wi;s 'Suc- 
ceeded by his son, George Caswall; Esq. w ho is now o\vucr. i lie 
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ancient manor house, which was Stunted in Saaomhe Park, wasptxll- 
«d dotm by the late Mr. Caswalli »*l)o erected the present resfdcuce^ 
of the femily^ called Cbr.t) Habboub, at some distance from ‘It. 

At TEMPLE CHELSING* intlie Parish of Benjeo, was a Fre- 
CEFTORY of Knights Templars, the rite of which still remains, 
surrounded by a moat. 

In tlTTLE MUNDANE Church, beneath the arches between 
the chancel and a chap4fl on the norlh side* are two ancient altar 
monuments* on each of wliicli are the effigies of a Knight in ar- 
mour, and his Lad^: on one of them are several shields of arms, 
much defaced. Who diese monuments were intended to comrae- 
morafe is unknown^ 

At ROWNEA> ill the Parish of Great Mundane^ or Mundant 
FurnivaU, was a BENEDICTINE Nunnery, founded about the 
teiitli of Henry the Second, by Conan, Duke of Bretac^e, and 
Eurl of Richmond, a descendant from Earl Alan^ to whom this 
manor was given by the Conqueror, as an appendage to the Honour 
of ilieinnond, Tlie possessions of the Nuns were increased by 
different benetactors; yet their revenues were so redact^ in the 
lime of Henry tlie Sixlli, that Agnes Selby, |he Prioress, obtained 
the King’s license to resign her estates to John Fray, Lord Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer, who, wMi Henry’s permission, applied 
them to found a Chantry of one Priest in the Parisli Cliurch : the 
income of this foundation was estimated at 131. 10s. 5)d. aimnuily, 
in the time of Henry the Eighth. Hie Priory buildings were con- 
verted into a farm, and the Hafiyet remains ;the rite of the Chapel 
may also be traced near tlic ^arni-bouse. 

In the year 1729, two laborerff^|igging a trench in I^mon/tdd, 
in the pOTsh of Westmile, ifis^vered « two large Uoman ves* 
sets, of pale reddish cartli, poii|^ at the bottom, and having huiH 
dies, with ^mc letters on but containing only dirt an<l 

chalk:" the letters F /R N\ were stampeil on the narrow neck 
of one of them/ 

HAMELLS was purcbascdjn the time of Efixabetb by Sir Jolm 
Brogravc, Attorney Generaiil&r the Duchy of Lancaster, who re- 
ceived 

Gough^s Camden, V'4, L p. 343 j from Ward’s MSS. 
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#<»Ived his honor of knighthood from James the First* Ik built 
the Manor-House here; and in his descendants the estate conti- 
nued till the death of Sir Thomas Brograve, Bart, tlie ihiril of his 
family wlm bore tlias title, in the year 17 C> 7 . It was afterwards 
sold, under an order of tlie Court of Chancery, to Ralph Fieiiian, 
Esq. of Aspeden, who greatly imfM-oved the house and groiiruis, 
and cunsiderablv enlarged the park. From him it descended, ]>y 
rhe marriage of an heiress, to the present Earl of Hardwick, 
wIk) iK>ld it to the late John Mellish, Esq. The grounds are laid 
out witli imtch triste, and display some very beautiful landsca|)es. 

BUAUGHING, called Brachinges in the Domeschry Book, was 
ancient demesne of the Saxon Kings, and was given by tlie Con- 
queror to Earl Eustace; hut on his rebellion in the next reign, ir 
was seized by William Rufus; and aAerwards remained in the Crown 
till tlio time of King Stephen, wlio grated lauds here, of the year- 
ly valiK? of UK>s. to the Clmrch of the Holy Trinity, in Loiidon, iu 
perjKtual alms. Tliis grant was confirmed by the Empress Matwl, 
who bestow'ed the remainder of the manor on the same founda- 
tion; and it contimml attached to it till the period of the Dissolu- 
tion, when Henry the Eighth granted it to the Lore] Chancelior 
Dudley; but it has since passed tlircHigb a variety of funiilies. The 
weekly market, wbicli had been granted to the jpanoiis of the Holy 
Trinity by Stephen, has been long disused*. 

The Qturch* at Braughing is a handsome building, consi.^ting of 
a nave, chaiiccl, atid aisles; with a Chapel, now divided into a 
Scliool-room, and Vestry, on tlje nortli side of the chancel. This 
Chattel was erected by Simeon Brograve, Esq. son and heir of Sir 
John Brograve, Knt of JiumeUs, as a family burial-place ; and 
round it, ou the inside, is this inscription; Ilac Capclh fuit ci- 

trucia 

♦ Near th ^ Church-yard, (*^375 Salmon, Hkt. of Hens. p. 232 ,) 19 
an old House, at present the habitation of poor families: it was given, 
with all mrts of furniture, for the use of weddings. They carried dicir 
provisions and had a large kitchen, with a caldron, large spits, and 
dripping-pan ; a large room for entertainment and merriment ; and a 
lodging-room, with bride bed^ and gd^d linen : some of this furniture 
was lately in being.*’ 



HEitTFOEDSHIRB* 


soa 

irucia propriis sumptihm SlME01«l$ BboOBAVE, Arm, Dorninl 
Manerii de IlAMELLSt tn locum Sepulture pra mortuis diciiz 
Domus €t per Dominum dicti Manerii suuincnda ptrpctuoquc 
paranda, Gloria Palri ei JciUo d.Spirhm Sancto* In ibis Cha- 
pel, niiUiy of the Bm^av€$ lie buried. Various memorials fur 
other families ap|^>ear in different partsi of the Church. 

Saiinoa supposes Bruwgbiuir to have been the Cirxnromac:^.^ of 
the Ititieran^ but on \ ery iiisutUcicnt grounds, and he bas not beou 
stipported by other authorities. His strongest arjguincnt is de- 
duced from an ancient JEucampmem, traces of which may be 
distingtiished to the south of the village, on a rising grotind above 
ihe confluence of the Rib and the Quin. Not any discoveries, 
however, have been made litre to juslity his supposition of its t^cr 
having been occupied by the llonmns. 

ALBURY, called Elddtcrk in the Domesday Book, whs in the. 
time of the Conqueror the property of tlic Bishops of London; 
hut in Henry the Seconds reign, Hugh dc Ikikeland was Lord 
here, who obtained his surimme from the Manor of Bokchind ia 
this Hundred. William de Bokehtml, his sqii, who was Sheriff of 
Cornwall in the latter end of Ileniy the Siftciund » reign, left three 
daughters, co-heircsse^}, the youngest of whom married llobevl d« 
Ferrariis. In the ncTit if igii it was in tte posw'ssioii of tlic F^aard 
family; and the daughter and heiress w^ir John Bmird conveyed 
it in raarriage to John De h Lee, who^t son, CreoftVfy, rqircscnt- 
«d Herts in stwcral Parliaments *the reigns of lirlward the 

Second and Third. Sir Walter, bis ^ndson, who wa^ Lord u!m> 
of Ftimeux Pelham, left throe sbferi&o-'heiressvs, Joan, iiis se- 
cond sister, married Jolm Barley, 1^. sevy^ral of whose descen- 
dants were Sherifls of this county; ii^l the last of whom, Williaui, 
died hi the seventh of Elizabeth, leitiing two daughters, by iiis wife 
Joyce, daughter of John Perient, £«|. of Die^welh Dorothy, the 
elder, by a second marriage, conveye*] Albury to tlic Ltrouhotps, 
oil w^sc'dealh it iiecame divided among his four daughters, eo- 
heireSes; iJiiii^iiRerwards descended in moieties througli difiereut 
families, tilt w«is purcliased lAjhe Chdverts. Alblry Hael 
was, ia the time of Ciiailesthe SecoJi^d, the residence of the learned 

Sir 
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Sir iMimnd Alkin^, who was mado Chief Baroa of the Exclu <{uer 
ill llic vcur 108<), and had purdiascd a ifioiety of the manor. It 
is* now the seat of Ni<;liol,'»oti Calvert, Ksq. one of the Meiiilterg 
for the Borough of Hertford* 

The Church ;it Alfnirv is dedirated to St. Man*, and contains 
.vome ancient inscriptions and nioimiiieiits of the Loi fis of the Ma- 
nor. In the nave is an ancient tomb, on which are tlie efliii^ies of 
a knight in artnofir, *and his LucIn : tiie latter lies on tiie right, a 
< ircun!>t:\nce that imluced Salmon to coiijecture that this monu- 
mein \\:iN erected in memory of John de la L;r, and his wife, 
theheirevs of the Baards; it Iraviiig hecti oc.casimuUlv the }>ractice, 
in septilchnil meinorial^^ to give the lad) the right hruid, when 
ati 

Li rru: HADHAM, m IIadhamParva. anciciilly belonged 
Itv tlic Sc<* (if London; and it still pays Castle (jiiard to Stortfoid.* 
in lie- rciim <.d Henry the Third, it helonged to Sir William de 
Band. i\iiose grandfalljer, Sir Niefiola^. wu> a commander again-st 
the Saracens iji the H(dy Land, d'his Sir William was the person 
who gtanUal a fat hack and <loe annually to tlie Dean ami Oauons 
ol'Si. Paufs, for liberty to < nlaigo his paik with twenty-two acres 
of liieir lands, adjoining to his seat at Curringhani, in Essex.f Iti 
his family, many of whom were Sheriffs of Herts and Essex, this 
manor continued till the year wlieii d'homas Baud, Est[, 

conveyed it. by indenhire to Sir d’hoinas Darcy, Knt. Lord Darcy, 
and Ins hf‘irs. Loni Darcy again conveyed it, with all its ajipiir- 
tenances, to Sir \ViIham Ca|Hd, in the Twentietfi of Henry tlie Se* 
\enlli; and liis de^iemhiut, the Earl of Esm x, is now owner. 

In the Churvli are inscriptions for Airnii K, Loni) 

Baron of Hinllraiu, who was fieheaded, tor his loyalty to C’haries 
the First, on the ninth of March, lt)4S; Emzabi: i ll, his wife, 
only daughter of Sir Charles MorLon, Knt. \sh(» died January 
the twenty-sixth, iCviO; iuid HenkV Capkl, thiid on of Lord 
VuL. VH. Maiu'H, iSOb. O Arthur, 

^ Salmon's Herts, p. -Til. 

t For an account of the curious ceremony uith whicli ua sc nuanai^ 
were received by the Dean and Canons, see \ oi. \ . p. *lbo, 



riKUTFORDSUrnE. 


r/a 

AuJmr, of the Biitli. aiul Lonl Df'puty of Ireluiuf i)i 

tmie of William the Thin!, >vlio <lu*d at Dnhlin, May tlic liiiitictiv 
lli'ly vkht. ^t'xrral nnacn' >hihH for ihv Ihiud family, 
but ino>tlv (loprivcsi ol their hikI inscriptions, urc alM* nv 

izKiininir In're. 

At tlu; timr f.*t fhr SnrvTv, t lie Manor of STAN DON 

t^as h\ llotlmis, moI' of Itirliaiii dn Tout Inn ir*\ in wliov' fa- 
mily, thr CUpvs, Earl*' of noiHoni, it rtmtininMi till the rt'iirn ol 
Edward IIk* Se<:«MKL vvlien it was rouvyvf'd in nrarriage f v Kli/.a- 
betb, a dan^diter and rodn in -.s of (illbnrl dr (dan', to Eogn 
d'Atnory, who promred a Oiarlci of li^r-wunm lor lliis manor, 
and had Kuuunfms to Earlkiment, from the clcvontl) t«» the lour- 
teenth of tJje above Sovereijuju. Ivkahetln ',;ra!Hl-d.im:ljier and 
Ix'iress to Eli/Ajlicth (rAmorv, by h^t son WiUi.nn dc }hii;:h, the 
issue of a tirsl jfuarriage with John ck Bur/dK sor» ;*a.d hen < tin 
Earl of Ulster,) nrarrkd Lionel, Duke ot’ < d. sen^ * . third ^nn et Ihb 
ward theTliiid, ho procured the ^raul of a m;nk* i wrekls, ;nid a 
three da vs fair, [br this manor. Idiilippa, tin ir danehtc'i. marn»'<! 
EdnuuKl Mortimer, Ear! of March; aud tlieir ^rintd-dauidder, 
Ann, married Richard of York, whose ^rand-son, r.dward, \va< 
the successfu! claimant for the Tiuone a^uiinl Henry the Sixth. 
After his accession, Standon remained ve.dcd in the Oovvtt till it 
wits given by Henry flic Eighth to Raipli .S;Kllcir, l><p d'his gen- 
tlenian was a natixe of Hackney, in Middlesex; aud having been 
educated under Cromwell, Earl of Essex, he becanu? his Sc, cteta- 
ry; and while in Ibis situation, attracted the notice of the King, 
by bis knowledge and assiduity in state affair^. 1 Ic.nrv feeei\* d 
liim into his own. service in the twenty-sixth of hi> n igu ; ami, with- 
in four years aflerwaids, lie was appointed a principal Secretary 
of State, and employed on diflerenl negormtious with the Scottisli 
court. Henry' made him one of the executors to his will ; and 
soon after the acceik^Ott of Edwmd the Sixth, he was Kuiglitt d, 
fu tiie same year, J|^7, he accompanied the Ibotcctor, Somernf, 
lo Scotland, as pH|ure^^ for the army; and was presi nt at tlu' 
de( isive batik orMusscflmrgh, fought on Septemlxu* the teulh . 
b this biiUle his bravery was so emimnliy conspicuous, mul tended 
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5^ inurli towards tlie succ<^ss of the (J;;y. lint he was constlUited Tt 
Kui^^lU Uarmeret o;j the held, to^eJlit r willi Sir Fraiioi.^Biyaii, and 
Ilalph Vane.*' The banner of the Kins' of Srots was taken 
]>y Sir Jlalph Sadleir in this liattle; inel, after his death, was 
jdaced lu ar his niomuiienl. iu Slandon C'hundi, where the pole of 
it still nMnuins. Aft*.‘r the aeres^ion ot (^neen Mary, he resii^ned 
hi'* einployinents, and retired to thi> estate, where he rehnill tluf 
IManordlouse on the site <if l!ie t'orim r o:te. In the rei^n of Eli- 
/.alx'th, he was a"tdH very aclixt Is employed in state affairs, ajid 
was a njemher of all the roiiimsttecs of rarliameut for tJie trial of 
ihe ('v^iiet'n id’Si'ots, ib^ died at lii-, nransion at Sfandon, in Mareh^ 
L‘>;S7, hasirii): represented ihi> eoenty in various Parliaments, from 
tlie thirtwthird of Henry tiie Eii^htli, to the twenty-eiLrhtli of Eliza- 
belli; leavini; three sons, and four d;n.i"hters. SirTfiOiiias, his eldest 
son, and siirre^^tu', Sheriff of Herts in the thirty-seventfi of 
Lh’/abeth; and h::d the honor of entertaining James the First at 
Sl.indon for two nights, dming his progress from Scotland to Lon- 
chm. He died iit I6u6, and was succeeded t>> his son Ralph, 
who inari icd Am/, daughter of the Lord Chief Justice, Sir Edward 
Coke, but hud noK^ue: indeed, the tnidilion of the place repre- 
sents him as havi/tg consumniated the wedding, though he 

jived upwards of fifts-iiine vears with his wife, ‘ in good correspou* 
donee, atid it» tiie i^anie house/ On his de‘ath, Gertrude, his sis- 
ter, sucoecdod iiiin in the possession of Standon: she was married 
to Sir Waller Aston, Bart, who was ambassador at the Court of 
Spain in the time of James the First; and, on his return, ytvas 
cjeat<’d Baron I'ortar, of the Kingdom of Scotland. Walter, Lord 
Aston, his sec(»nd son and heir, married Mary, daughter of ll/e 
Lord Treasurer \Veston: he obtained a new grant for a Friday 
market at Siandon, and two tairs ammally; but these have been 
long disused. The co-heire?ses of the last Lord Aston, sold the 
estate and manor, between twenty and thirty years ago, to 
liam riumer, Es<|. one of the present represtuitatives for fhis 
county. The ancient uiuusion of the Sadleirs i^ now i\ very line 

0 2 ruin, 


^ llils was the last cication of Knights Bannerets in England. 
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ruin, mantled with ivy. After it ceased to be the residence of the 
Lords A^iloa, it was converted into a seminary for Roman Catho^ 
lies; but when the manor was purchased by Mr, Flumer, tliut 
gentleman refused to sufter its continuance on his estate. The 
cslaldLshment was removed, therefore, to Old Hall Gram, at a 
little distance, where a spacious building has been erected for its 
convenience. 

SUmdon is mentiojied by liigulphus, the liistoriaii of Croyland, 
ns ha\ing been granted to Croyland Abbey, before the middle of 
the ninth centurv; and as the place where Abbot Brithmerr, about 
the year 1030, built a stately house, with out-othees, for the en- 
teitainment of himself, and his relimie, duruig his jonnieAs to Lon- 
don. lit this parish also, about half a mile eastwiud from the 
Church, was a Prk( eptorv of Knights Hospilalleis, imt of 
short continuance, built on lands given to that Order hs Oiihert 
de Clare in the time of King Stcplnai:^ the site, ami some of the 
remains of this building, are now connected wttli a farm, called 
Friars, A Hermi j age, founded at Standon in Ujc lime of 
Ilicjjurd de Clare, nas given 1)N him to the monks of Slohe, in 
Sudblk, and afterwards became a Cell to that house. Thisib sujh 
j>osed to have afterwards become a secular free Chapel, and to 
be the sajiie with Sedburri, in this parish. f 

Standon Ghiaxh is dedicaled to St. Mui v, and U funhshed with 
many monuments and sepulchral memoriab of noble and other 
families. The chancel is ascended bv several steps from the nave, 
and is divi(le<l by the altar from the more eastern part, which is 
raised still higher, and contains the jnonuments of the 
Against the south wall is the tomb of Sir Ralph Sahleik, whose 
etiigics is represented in armour, lying beneath a canopy ; with 
his sons and daughters kneeling below : he died in the year 1587, 

ill 

I he grant made by Gilbert de C’lure, WiU confirmed by his ne- 
piievv, Kieiiard de C. lare, aiurincluded l iO acres of land, together with 
his vineyard, and the Church, of Siambm. The Manor is also mention- 
ed to the Knights Hospitallers, in the Claii«. 10, Ed. 

lU. ID. rj. 

t Tanner’s Notitia. 
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in fiis eightieth year* Opposite to this is a similar kind of iiionu- 
iTieiit, in memory of his sou, Sir Thomas Sadleir, Knt. who 
tiled in January, l606'; and who is also represented in armour, 
with his second Lady, GeuTREDE, daughter ofTloliert Markham, 
Esq, of Cotham, in Nottingliamshirc, lying on his right hand; 
and (heir cliiJdren, a s<in and daughter, kneeling beneath. Wal« 
TEH, second Lord Aston, who <!ied in November, 
also buried here, together with srveml others of his hirnily. On 
a taldet in the testry, is an inscription in memory of ANN, eldest 
daughter of Sir Eds^ard Coke, Knt, by bis first and best wife, 
Bridget fkiston. ilanghterarid heir of John Pastoii, of Norfolk, Esq.** 
arul wife to ILilph Sadloir, Esq, Among the many other sepuL 
cfiral memoriais in tins Churcli, is one in commemoration of Syr 
C oFEYN, KiiL Master of the Horse* to Queen Jane 
Seymour, wiio died in December, 15 J8; and another in memory 
of Philip Astley, Esq. u younger branch of the Aslley s, of 
Warwick si lire, wiiich, in Salmon's time, had brass figures of him- 
8t?If, and his four wives, ;uid fen children: he tlied in July, J4.9L 
fhe iuliahitants of tins parisli, according to tiuelute returns, amount- 
ed to 1846'; the luirnlHT <kf houses to 254. 

On an eminence in Standon Lordship, called Haven End, are 
two large iiarjvrvC.v, supposed, by Salmon, to have Ix'cn raised 
by the Danes. In the neighlKiuring jmi'ish of \Vii>FOiu> are tw'o 
other Barroiis, whk'li gi^e name to tiie estate on wliicli they are 
raised. 

BISHOPS’ STORTFORD 

Derives its name from its situation on the riwr Stork and 
from it s having been the j)ro|)erty of the Bishops of London tVom 
the Saxon times. In the reign of John, !iowe\er, it underwent a 
temporary alieualion; that Prince having seized it during his op- 
position to the encroachments of tlie Papal See* While it remain- 
ed in his possession, he cncctcti the town into a borough; and eni- 
powered the iuliahitants to dnise their own officers: and thoiigli 
the autliority of the Bishops was al’t''r>vards restored, the inhahk 
LuiLs appeiir to have retained a sufficient uKlcpcndciit authority 

O .} to 
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to return two menihris to Parliiinient, in the fourth, seventh, 
eighth and sixteenth years oi Ethvard I he Second; and again, 
in tlie ninth, twelfth and fouilcentli of lldward the Third* Sinc*^ 
the latter peri<Kh no leturn has hvcu iiiade; and the Bisljops n|>- 
point a BaiiitF to exercise jurisdiction throin^Ii the extent of ilieir 
liberty. 

On the east side of tin* town are some remains of an ancient 
Castle, called IVoyamorc, on a piece ot ground ♦-nvironed bv tlic 
Stort. This was in existence in the time ol’ the Conqueror, and 
had probably been buiU by the Saxons, on tlu' site of a R<Hnrm 
camp, as Roman Cvoins, of the Lov\er Empire, ii;oe been found 
in the Castle garden/ In the daxs of Stephen, this iortje.''5 was 
considered as of some importanee; and the Empress Maud ojidea- 
vonred to prevail on the Bisliop ol London to CAchuiige it for other 
lands, but without etibet. King Jolin ordered it to be denu>li. Led ; 
but, after his .submissio!! to the PofX', he was obliged to make 
r4tonem€iit to the Bishops of Lpmlon, by granting tiiem Ijo Ma- 
jior of Stolic, near Guildford, in Surrex : some of llie out huihb 
lags, and other parts, however, appear to have been standing as 
lately as the seventeenlii century; and the iV^hojis tontimud lo 
appoint a CWo,?, or Keeper of the ^ Ca^ilt: ;md Gaol of Storti'or, If 
till the time of James tiic First. The (iaol was hu-t u-ed* Ihdiop 
Bonner; and some remains of the lower walks aie yet to he seea 
in the cellar ol'aa ale-hoinv- below the Cattle Hill, Quit-rcjits. tor 
castle- guard, are still j)aul to the See of l.ondon, from many ma- 
nors adjacent to Bisiiops^ Storttbrd. 

The Church is dedicated to St. Mirhacj, and is situated oji a com- 
manding cmincure ; it consists of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with 
a lower at the west tad. The iwomunents, ami sepulchral liil»hds, 
are numerous; many of them vecoid the family of tiie of 

VValiluini Abbey, in Esm’x; and among tliem, of the I^ady Mar- 
GARET OennYj a dcvccndaiit fiom the Edgrnmbes, of •Mount 
Edgcumljc, in Cornwall, iMaid of Honor to Qiieen Eli>:abet]j, and 
wife to Sir Edward Deuiiy, Knt. Groom of Ibe Qucvns Privy 

Chamber: 


Sahnoi/" lU’vtfi, p. ..'71. 
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CTrtmibrr: slie <lled in April, 104 8, iit tlie age of eii^hlN -eight. 
In the oliuiirrl are several ancient Stalh; and in this Churcii ua« 
iSrnierly a < Irantrv, aiul three altars for as many guilds. 

The extent ait*! popniation of Bishop’s Stortford are considej*a* 
hie, and many improve meuts haw been miidt here of late yeats. 
*hhe trade of the touii has aha> been iiicrt‘ased by a Ctnmly com- 
pleted alnnit fin y/ar 17bJ), under an Act of Pariitunent obtaiiied 
early in the |ne^ei>t reign, iti the tligli Stret*t is a square buildir g, 
having tile marhei-place and sliops beneath, and a Grammor-Sthyoi 
r.hove, (onnecled v. itii a lil)rarv, and writing-school; this was 
♦ I'ecied alnnil t!i<‘ ronimeneeineot oi the last, centun. Here arc 
some good inio , and many of the houses are re.s|>e(lablc bnildings, 
Tii<‘ hihabitants (»f the toun, a.s enuiiitrated under the act of ISOO, 
i;niount*“d to CMuj; the mnnher of houses, to doth Various 
auall dnnatioio. yud iiequests have been mach:; to this Parish tor 
Jianiahie |i>»if|HKetv 

Alamt live miles soiuli from Bisliops Stortford, is the ullage of 
SAWdRIDfiKWOllTfJ, or Sabhibgkworth, corruptly <alle<i 
and Si..hyj:onh, d his manor was granted by iJie Conqiie- 
nn to (K <dlre\ <i< l^lagtiuville; and from hij t'an.iiy was conveud, 
bv (he Ilian iage of an heiress, to William de Say in the lime of 
Pit hard the jdt.M. fJeoilny de Say, wiiosc sou and sueressor, 
of the same name, married Maud, daughter of Guy <ie Beau- 
chanij), Pad of \\ iirvvick, and had snnimons to Padiameut in the 
first of Edvuird the Ihird, ohtauied the grant of a ueekly maiket 
idr this manor fumi Edward the First; yt it appears liiat a mar- 
ket had previously been held here under tlie Magnaviihs. In his 
desceiiriants it coatinued till the death t>f Sir Wii.hatn Say, uho 
was knighted by llicbard the Tliird, ami was sewrul times Shcritf 
of thiseounfy and Plsscx, when it dcvol\(‘d on liis daughter ?darv, 
married to ileiny Pmudfior, Earl of Essex. It afterwards descend- 
ed in the saint' manner as BeiiningfojC till it reverted to the Crown 
hi tlie lime of James the First, and afterwards passed through va« 

O I rious 


'' See muler Beaniagion, p, 19 ( 1 * 
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rious families, by purchase, and otbemisc, to the Frcmansj and 
Iroiri tliem to the Earls of Hardwfck, 

The Church is dedicated to tlie Virgin IVfarv, and consi ts ofM 
nave, chancel, and aisles, witli a massive tower, emlmtlled, at the 
west end. The windows of the aisles are large and pointe<I; those 
ot’ the nave have 1 1 efoU-headetl lights, nnder ol>tnse iirehes; and 
a similar one, hut much larger, is at the east, end of the eiiancel. 
The monuments arc numerous; and amoiig tiieni are some very 
tiiu' ancient Brasses, \inoug the latter, in a snrali chantry, or 
cha]>c!, eonnected with the south aisle, art* two full-lerigth tigun*s, 
represented as completely emaciated, and in winding ,^heet.s; 
are extremely well drawn, and a))j>ear, by the arms, to )»c of tin* 
iainily of the Piantw^cncU, Here also are fulUenglli brasses oi a 
Kniglit and his Lady, with the same arms: and in tiie same chapel 
is a tomb, and curious brasses, of the Levrmhorps. In the chan- 
cel is a good altar-tomb of Bethersden marble, with a rich cauojo, 
in the pointed style; beneath it arc indents of brasses, whuli ba\e 
cvideutlj delineated a Knight kneeling l»efore a reinrsentation of 
the Trmiiy, and l^ehind him the figures of his tv\o wives, one of 
whom apix^ars to hare had four, and the (»ther thn*e ehihiren. This 
is said to have been erected in memory of Sn? Hal mi Jom.vx, 
Knt, twice I^rd Mayor of l^ndon, whose iamily b<*c;une s< ated 
at Ha'dk Hall, in this Parish, as early as the thirty-third ol' 
liemy the 'rhird, by the marriage of Thomas Jocelyn with Maud, 
a daugliler and co-heiress of Sir John Hy<ie>, The inscrijUion, us 
recorded by Weever, was as follows : 

^rate pto anima Eatmtp^i Quon;&amjrntlitis> ct btis 

{!{9aiotaru0 HonTson, g^tt ohiit £Dctob* ilp.cccc^fjcxhiii 

Opposite to the above is another tomb, with recumbent figuren 
of a male and female, siijrjrosed to repn?$enit John Jcurlt/n, Esq., 
and BkHippay his wife; the former of whom diet! in 1525. On 
the floor, also, is a slab, inlaid with BrmAC,?, of a male and two 
tern:.!** figures, omiyed in the drcs.s of the times, with a brass 
ol filie<‘n bo\>: beneath, indents of other children, and this in- 

ifCripUoii : 
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K)ic jMtt <25alfnT!U0 tt Ii\at|)frina ac Ifobana ujcar ci* 

cjui obiit icr* tiic tntnsifcs 2Lmo tmi ^‘'♦cecc'' to*"* quor 

^ 

In a chantry < oiuicctcd with the nortli aisle, several of the Chaun* 
cv fiiniiy were interred; and on a slab iu the pavement, hcar- 
in^j: the najne of Wiiliam Uuitntry, is the followhig inscription, be* 
iieatli two shudds; oih' of which has the live wounds, and the 
other a cross Ikurv, in chief, u lion jtassanl gnardant. 

v!rc crao quemmujs tui^3 famt(j 0 flubuem quoe prC 0 iO 0 O sanguine 
irt)inii0h* 

Poeind the verge of an ancient stone, in the mwe, is this inscrip- 
lion in Sa\(»n charaet<‘rs, for a former Ueclor of this Church; and 
V. hf( h has been given incorrectly luttli bv Chauncy and Salmon: 

X%t I;uct ^pomae ue aunceiiullf quondam Eccioi tcclcjslc 

tjc •Sahrithe^toorltf* 

Ajiioiig the other moiiunients arc several to the memory of tlie 
/h w.’/.v, fornunly I-ords of this Manor, and of Pishobuiy'; whosi; 
burial \ault is licjicath the entrance to the chance!. The figure of 
Cii.oKOK, Lord Mewyt, who was mated a Baron by James 
ilu* Sc<'ond, in 16 S 9 , and died in the same year, at the age of 
liurt\ M’ven, is represented in armour, standing upright, and sur- 
rounded bv trophies. SiR Walter MnT)MAY% Knt. and Ma- 
i;v, his \uk% daughter of Sir William Walgrave, KuL of Smab 
bridge, in Snflolk, were also buried, and have a monument in this 
t Inndi. According to tiie late retunis, tiie miinher of houses in 
Uus l*arish amounted to 186; thiit of inhabitants to 1(»87. 

PISHOBUKV, in the Parish of Sabrulgcworth, was anciently 
the property of the Magnaviiies, but afterwards belonged to the 
i'it^geralds, and the Scropes of Bolton. Heniy’, Lord Seropc, 

< ouMwed it to trustees ibr the use of Henry the Eighth ; and Queen 
Eli/aheth granted it to Waller Mildmay, Esq* afterwards Sir al- 
ter, who wa^ Sheriff of Herts in the thirty-second of Elkabeth, 
and erected a inansKui at Pfehobury for his own residence. His 
son, Sir U Jioinas, soid^ it to Sir Lionel Cranfield ; and it has siiue 
1 passed 
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|>ass€:d thr6U"li various families to that of Blillfs. The situation 
of tlie House ami groutuls is verj' pkasant; the liver Stort nearly 
eiicireles the soutii and east sides, 

GILSTON formed part, «>f liie estate of the Mn![»naville«;, 
afterwards of Wiiliatii D'Albiui, whose daughter and heiress, Isa- 
bel, married llohert de Roos, Lord of lleimesleY, in Holderiie-s, 
by wtioin tlie niaimi was divided into two, ciilled CJr<'at and Liule 
Oilston ; and also Ottrhad^ and NeilurludL These have desvend- 
-ed, by purchase, and otbenvise, through llu^ families of tlie (dj'> 
ford^, €hauna:f/s, Gores, ami others, to Wilhaiu Pliniirr, h.s.j. one 
of the present Members for this county; whose prinri]>ni u-’drnee 
is at GILSTON PARK. The more ancient seat oi this ntlcniiju 
is at Blaicesware, in the parish of Ware; an cMate that was 
purchasetJ by his father, John Phimcr, Em]. In tin* norih aisle, ui* 
Oilston Church is an ancient slab, the lower part <ovci('d hy a pea, 
on which is sculptured a cross fieury; and above it the words 
E)© iR2D^, who appears to Iiave been wife to Jt)iin dc 
Bos, or Roos, a Lord of this Manor in the time of tiic 

Tiiird. Several of the (fores lie buried in tliis iahrh . 

IIUNSDON k a pleasant village, situated on a rising ground, 
overlooking the fertile meadows watered by lie* Stort. In the 
time of King John, the manor was held l)y' Sir W alter <lc Mont- 
gomeiy, Count de Ferrariis; but it afterwards became the prc^pei ty 
of the En^aiues, and trom them, by a co-lteiress, pas.sed to the 
Goldint^fons, In the reign of Henry the Sixth, it l.>cluiigtMl to Sir 
William Oldhall, who w as Knight of the shire in tlie tweniyninth 
of that Sovereign; aud whose son, Sir John Ohihall, built a krge 
casiellaud Mansion Jicre in the time of Edward the Fourth, at an 
expense of more ihaii After he was slain in llie batth* of 

Bosworth Field, tins mutsor was seized by the Crown, and was 
granted, by Henry the Seventh, to his mother, the Lidy Margaret, 
Countess of Derliy, and Fier husband, Thomas, Earl of Derby, for 
Jif<‘. Henry the Eigidli built a Palace here, aftenvurds <alied 
tJ^ENSBON Hobse, and destined it to the education ol his chib 
He also cpnnected Ibe iilpiuor with those ot Slanst(*d, 

aiu| 


’* Chauncy’s Ilerts^ pv 
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and Rovdon, in Essex, and erected theui into Ihe ‘ Honor of 
llonesdone/' Queen Mar}- annexed tiie manor of llunsdon, nilU 
several oil K‘rs in tins eoiir.lv, to the Diicliy of Liincaster: but it 
was ai^^ain sepanilrd, and ^ntuled b\ Queen Elizabeth to Sir Henry 
Can, who was the scui of her nniortunatc inothers bister, Mary 
]>ole\ii, by iui lnjd>an{I, Sir \\ iiliam Cary, and wliO was after- 
vou'ds created Baion Hunsd<»ii b\ the Queen, and made a Kiiighl 
ol' the Garter, besides iiavin^ se\eval inij)ortaut. ollices i:onferrcd 
on biin.j ^reat j^randsoii, John, second Earl of Dover, sold 

Hunsdoii to Wilhain WilloujrLby, E^q. afterwards Ltml Wiiiougli- 
by, oi Parham; who, in the year again sold it to ^latthew 

Ehick, Es<{. from who.-e fkinily it was pnrehased by the Caheils^ 
ami is no'\ the juopevty of NichoEoa Caiverl, E^p 


Ifmisdoii 


» S-.linon^ tlcrijr, p. CjC. 

f ’'ri'.o ft. '!n\v‘ng puniculnrs of the death of this Earl are inserted m 
Hatred S iiM. «)i Keiu, \\.i. Ilf. p. 4J, octavo euu. Lord Hunsdoa 
"is > !,i, l,!v t'avoru! by i!.e Queen, who continually employed him ra 
oua.e> ^>1' trust, ,unj negwiaiiun^ of preai ijmportaTwe. In her fourth year 
j.c ‘.Littii Knipl t o! liiC Gariti, licin^ then Captain of the Buud 
f t ami iU' rtie Frisy Coi.mil, and .tberwards I^rd Chamber- 

l.uji, ;uid Chnerai \\ arden tjf the Marcr.es towards Scotland. Not with- 
iviandnig which, tbiukiee, liimself sli^dned by the Quttn, in her not giv* 
nu;' him b'c diy i.uy <>f £,ni of \N iit>hirc, *a tiile which he thought ia 
sv;me nicasure bebuiged t«i him in rigitt of Muiy, his mother, and which 
lit* h:ul fiequently soiuiied, he took it so much to heart, that it threw 
him into a d:m;;eInu^ sickius'^, which at length pur an end to Iiis life m 
die thuty-c sglnli vc.ir of dun reign; though tIu.* Queen, to make some 
amend', tbr hei haru usage of him, wluKt he hiv on his death-bed, paid 
h.:m a gnu ions vi.’fit, musing his patent for the above earldom to be 
drawn out, his n. I k s to iie made, and beth to he laid on his bed. But this 
I.ord, who {'(juld dissembie neither su:k nor well, told her, that as Itc 
was tounied by her unwordiy of tb.d honor whilst living, so he counted 
himself unworthy of it when dying. Me was buried in the Abbey Churc h 
of U estm Ulster, where a noble and costly monument w as erected to liis 
memory.’' 
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HunsdoB House has been much reduced, f)ut lias still a vener* 
able appeaianrc, and is surrounded by a moat. In Strvjx s I\Ii> 
monals are letters dated from Huastlon, by Princ<! Edward ; ai^d 
his sisters, Maty and Eli/abetb, appear to have resi<led here tor 
several years* With them al'^o, was educated their second cousin, 
the Lady Elizabeth Fitzgerald, the Earl ot' Surrey's Fair iirralihnv, 
who was grand-daughter to the >far(|uis of Dorset, the brother of 
Elizabeth, Henry the Seventlfs Qiieen,^ Fhe Piincess Mary re- 
sided here when Lady Jane Grey was proclaimed (itieen. idu r the 
death of Edward the Sixth; but then retir'd to Fnunlinghani 
Castle for safetj’. 

In Hunsdon Churchy in a small ChaprI, or Buri;tld\*ar<\ ni' tiie 
Lords of the Manor, is a monument, und in; criptiou, in nu infiry of 
SiK John Cary, Knt Baron of ]lni?M{onf’ \\ho siu('eed< <l his 
brother George, second Lonl Hunsdon, on the dc atli of tin latter, 
in September, lie had been maile ( io^crnor of Ih ruick, 

and Lord Warden of the Jiatst Marclx s, hy IJi/abeth; and eonti. 
nued in the north till the accession of James the First, wlumi Le 
accompanied in his progress to (he Mt‘lro[K>Iis: In^ <lie(l in the v(\.r 
i6l7.t Several of the Culvats lie buried here; s<mH* of wliom 
have monuments: ami in the chancel is the inonuinent oi Snr 
Thomas Forster, Chief Justice of the King's Bench, uho died 
ill May, l6l2, at the age of sixty-three. Near the pidpil is al-o 

a .iah, 

‘'Strypchcis preserved a curious ixitter, relating to the mainte- 
nance of the Lady Eii/abcih after the death of her moihtr : it u raten 
from Humdoti, by Margaret, J^dy Bryan, governess to the IVinccss, 
(Elizabeth,) and who, as she says herself, had bc<m made a Baroness oi) 
her former preferment to the same post about the I^\dy Mary ; a erta- 
lion which seems to have escaped all our w riters on tlie Peerage.’' 

fFaJpok's Hoyal and Aul/lc jfitthors, 

+ lliis Nobleman was the fourth son of Henry, fiist Lord Hunsdon. 
Robert, Lord Leppi^on, his youngest brother, wrote Memoirs of his 
own Life,’' whisli published by the late John, I'arl of C.’ork and 
Orrcryi^A 17.^9, j|||f|%>ntain many interesting anecdotes of the tinu s of 
Elizabeth, andjl# sut.cessor, James the First : he was the first person 
that conveyed the mttlHgcncc of the death of Elizabeth it\to Scotland* 
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a slab, inlaid with a very curious BrasSy representing a Huntsman, 
with iiis biiii;le-h()rn and broad-sword, levelling a cross-bow at a 
stng, w bile Death, delineated as a skeleton, is pointing a dart at 
his breast: beiiealli is this iiiscription : 

Bllovku of all whilst he hap I.yfe 

\\\MOANH> OF NO\'£ W^IEN HE l>jn DIE 

JAMKS (^RAY INTERRED OF HIS WyFE 

Near to this Death’s Sicne Brass doth lye ^ 

EARS THJRTV-FIVE IN GOOD KENOW^N 

Barke and ilot'sEK eei’Er 0*^ this Yowx. 

Oiwn IJ DIE Decembris a'\ d'ni 
MT. C>(). 

Tra<litif>n represents the Tlunfsinari as dving suddenly, while in tfie 
rui <»t at a l*ti< k ; his motto is iSVe l\r'^o: which a cele* 

bratrd aNthpiars ha'i frandated, ‘ Thus 1 go on till the same fate 
betalK me/** 

J/XSi'W ICK had formerly t he privilege of a mai ket, and a three 
flavd tijir, gnmird 1)\ Henrv the I'hird to Kirhard de Toni, to 
whom lie had pn‘\ ionsly given the manor. In the Church is the 
elfigies of a Knrjht Templar; and a nviral monument for Johx 
!*ij MFJt, E,«,<p of niakesware, and Mahy» his wife, daughter of 
AViiiiam Hale, Esf{. of KingV Walden : the former died in Ub 
at the a»re ol si\ty-five; the latter in 17<‘.d. 

S'l’ANSTED ABBOT is recorded in the I)omes<lay Survey, as a 
borongh-lown, governed by a Port-reve, and having seven Bur- 
ge ws; but it is now only an inconsiderable village. Roger de 
W'aimev, who was I^>rd here in the time of William Rufus, and 
Henry the First, gave the Church of Stuiisted to the Pri<)rv of 
Merlon in Surrey; and Michael, liis son, granted a moiety of the 
manor to the Alibots of WalUiaiu, in the reign of Henry the Se- 
cond: the other moiety he sold to the King, who aftenvards be- 
stowed it on the same Abbots. Henry llie laghth, in his twenty- 
lliird yeai, obtained it in exchange for the Piiorv of Blackmorc, in 

Essex ; 

Ciem’s Mag. March, 1 79a, p, COO. A Cut of the Brass is inserted 
ia the same ^'olumc, fronting p. Id. 







Essex; am! tfjrn granted it to Peter Paris, Esq. who sold if to Ed- 
ward Baesh, Km|. wiio lies buried in the Churcli, and, as his mo- 
nuincut i^cords, was General Surveyor for the Vichials of tire 
Royal Navy, and the Marine Athars, within the realms of England 
and Ireland, under four Princes; Henry the Eighth, Edwartl the 
SLxtii, Queen Mary, and Queen Eliznhetir/' Sir I^hvard Baesh, w ho 
was knighted by Clrailes the Second, soj<l t(ie* manor to Edmond 
Peild, Esq. and it is trow the properly of William Henry Fetid, Esq, 
In Stansted Parish is the RYE HOUSE, a building that has bo 
come celebrated from its having been tenatried by one of the per- 
sons engaged in the real or pretended eonspirat y to assassinate 
Cliarles the Second, and the Duke of York, on their return to 
London from Newmarket. Tire op]>ressive meastires of tlie lloyal 
brothers, and their evident, am! almost avowed, design t(» re-estab* 
Jisli Popery, had, about this period, greatly agitated the na- 

tion; ami meetings were frequently iu^ld by the supporters of 
liberty, on true const itutiorial prinriph s, to consider of tin. most 
eligible method of opijosing the further eucroachinejits of despo- 
tism and bigotry. The Duke of MoumouUi, Capel, Earl of Essev, 
the virtuous Lord Uussel, and the patriot Sidney, were associated 
with others in these conferences; of the absolute 7 itrmity of which, 
no other proof can be requisite, than a reference to tiie conduct of 
the Duke of York when King; and which conduct, most haj^pily 
for the nation, pmduiied by the opposition it provoked, the glori- 
ous Revolution of l6vS8. While they were thus employed, the in- 
temperate zeal of some inferior persons Was exercised in talking 
overplattl, of violence and assassiiralion ; yct even by tliem, no 
overt act was committed, fmm rvhfch it could reasonably be in- 
iisrred, that they really purposed to fomid any system of* act Ion ou 
these idiW discourses.’^ Rumsey, Ferguson, and Wejif/Vsays 
Burnet, t were oflcu talkuig that the shorter and surer way was 

to 

Htttue, thOji^^pgist Sruails^ himself admitW; that * The . 
whole was little ^re than loose disconne, the overflowings of zeal 
raucour.* //wf qf FoL Fill, p, Oy. 

t Ilisi. of his own Times, Vol. 1. p. 543* 
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Rumbold, wfio lad served in Croitj. 

The " Entertainment oj Kil»g them; and while tliev were in tliat 
TA«>AaW«, in I60ti, iitid of Kins,, . 1 i .1 . ' , * 

House wa| delivered up lo he' **?'«**«" «ie term lopping, he 
written by Ben Jonson, and are'.'ar Hodsden, in the way toNctvnat- 

An Iiniiaiiun of 1, eland’s ‘ & roniid his house, thro’ whith 

"'7r'; '".'.m’ i^s'vay tldther. He said, oni-e tiie 

a Id’eof lao Sunnna, Where: ^ 

afid Increase of the llivcr Lee, guards about it; 

di^r with The Annquiiie of sundrie i^oss the way, to have stout the 
the same. Iheasant lo he read, and * .t , , * 

he uackrsTood,’’ By W. V'ulluus. Lo,'j tnem botn, and have rode 

A Rriutrf on fht nm making nnu c should iiot have 

liiV/T LcCy frmn thv, Tliome^, tlnvuiit) .S^l^pOn which thev run iofo 

that; but nothing 


On flic s.fme Snhjec t arc Kiiracfs' fron , 
am! Aldermen of Iferltord, toiicthcr with 1. < <TSSOCia1e aiul 

(’nstudy, relating lu the Uiver bclwa c ! ot‘ wav, were by him 

'>n5e tiie subject of a 

Srveral dcA. of rnrUamenf wore rnswd in ! Jiifir safciv, 

Kiiraheih and .'amo tru* hirst, U»r tne Pnr|h»K’ , • 

nf .s)e:ii of siippiMii:; the Metropolis wiih Iheir appre- 

]f'ni;lh ehulnaily iltmc h^ the puin<aic 
(licKm, ihon^ii lie ntiru'd his own Forinms in , » 
l l.c New' HiVtT vvus hegvMu in February, B'OtJ; anl^ them 

admiiusl inm the B tsun in .Spa Fields, near IsliugiSrty men weil 
masalay, roon after which vms published a F. ‘ » , » « 

with the loilowiru; I'hle, The Manner of' the 
tnhmmr m Michaetnua-ita// W/, being the Day of' b/;-^ stopt the 
J'dcction ; tO;;eihcr witli ilie worthy Sir .lohu Swinarf j. . 
then Lord Maior, the learned and judicious Ikury ***“ 

’Maister Berorder, and many of the right worshipfull the^nd who 
of the Cluv uf Dmdon, at that most famous and udmiredi 
The rutuiitu Sircame iVom Aunvril Head iiiTo the l'isU'\ 
lsrtn;rion, being ihc .s<de Invention, Oist, and ludnstr 
wonhv Maistrr Huglv Middhnou, of Ixjmhm, (iolclsrnilh,\ 
geucrai Good of the Citty ” By T, M. Jamd. j6l3- 4lo. 


York 
‘ the 


hi., 


Ot 


Tiic New lUviT, a Fuem, 
but without a Date. 


byW\Oarbof, was published in ^Vn’ 


SoTTUJ Particulars of this River, and the (’ountry it Hows through 
are also to be found in the late bejicvoicnl Jlohn ScotiN pleasin. 
Poem, intituled, “ AmivelL** 

About the beginning of the last Century, the public wa 
considerably agitated byalale of Witchcraft, said to have been praf 
tised by Jmc IVenimm^ of Wulkeme^ In this county; whose Tri 
gave rise to various Paurphiets, m wliich the Quelsrkm of W'itcl 
cralt was argued with much Vehemence and Passion* The Trial itsr 
went lUrougli sevend Editions, under the Title of 
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general insurrection; ainl the Earl of Essex !>ciiig also impliciiled, 
WHS seized, and sent to the Toucr, where lie committed suicide 
on the veiY day that Lord Russel was tried at the Old Bailey; ni 
event that was maliciously stated to the Jury for the purpose of 
itiduencing tlieir decision, Russel was beheaded in Lincolns Jmi 
Fields; and within a few weeks Sydney bled upon Tower Hill. 
Walcot, who was declared, by Ruinscy and West, to ha\e been 
appointed as the commander of tlic troop to be slalioned at the 
Rye House, had previously siiftcred, as well as Ruinbohl, un<l 
several others, wdio had been sworn to as engage<l in the conspira- 
cy. Whether these deserved their fate, or not, the ilest ruction ot‘ 
Russel and Sydney, can neicr lx‘ considered in any other light 
tJran as murder of the blackest die, because coinmitteti by the 
hand of authority in violation of the laws, and in direct opposition 
to every priiu ipie of liberty and of 

The R^c Uoim' was originally built under a licence from Ilnuy 
the Sixtli, granted to Andrew Ogard, anil others, to impark the 
Manor of Rye; uud to erect tltereon a Fiistie, with butilemciits 
and loo|>hole3. The same licence, also, gave them liberty oi frex- 
v^’urren in this, and the neighbouriitg ma»K>rb of Stansted, Amwt ll, 
Iloddesdon, Ware, and Widford. Sonw^ remaitts of the ancient 
structure, principally consisting of a gate-house, are yet st and ; 
and ll^l^e for many years been converted into a workhouse tor the 
poor of Stansted Furisli.t 

HODDESDOX, 

* In the Duke of M ;nmouth% Journal, U b affirmed, that tiic King 
Idld him that “ He hu Hncd to have saved the Rusx*!; but was^ 
forced to consent to his death, otherwise he must nave broke wiih his 
brother, the Duke of York d* AV««e/, p* 40d* 

t The following curious particulars of the Manor^ and Manor-House, 
of Rye, arc inserted in Gougb^s Camden, from W* Worcerter, p. 86, 
8T, Nobilitas Andreae Agard, chevalier qui obiii anno Christi 1464 
die Sancti Kaiixta apud liokenhani, — De proporcione et niensura mancrii 
do Rye per 16 miliiaria de J:^don, in Essex. Mem» the utter court 
at Rye ys 75 steppys in length, and in brede 00 steppys. The hedo of 
the mote k 20 steppys. Item, from llw utter yare to the loggo paled 

and 
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nODDESDON, a ehapelry m the Parishes of Btoxhoum and 
Amwelh was anciently a {Kirt of the estate of tht Bussinghourns ; 
Yflio derived their suraanie from Bassingboum, in Cambridgeshire, 
wlieie they had license to cndiattle ami fortify tlieir Manor-House. 
Sfephon <Ie Bussingboum Imd liberty of free-warren at Hmldesdon, 
a privilege that was coiihrmed to liim on his answer to a writ of 
quo ivarranto in the time of &lward the First. The next possessor 
on record, after this family, apears to have been Walter de Nor-' 
wi<’h, who was Ihrire made Lord Treasurer in the reigns of Ed- 
ward tlie Second and Tliird, and twice appointed Chief Baron of 
the pAchequer. In Henry (he 8e'»3Uh's time Sir Wilitam Say was 
proptietot; and after it liad devolved on Mary, his daughter, mar- 
ried to Henry Bouchier, Earl of Essex, Henry tlie Eigidh gi anted 
the privilege of a market weekly, and a three days annual fair, 
for this manor. The MarkehHovse^ an old and curious edi- 
fice of vvomi, supported on arches and pillars, is yet standing, 
thonglr coiisidentbiy out of ttfm; a number of rude and gro- 
tesque figures are carvneil on different parts. On the attainder of the 
Lord Parre,^ this manor, with his other possesrioas, was seized 
by the Crown; and Queen mizabetb afterwards granted it to Ro- 
l>crt Cecil, Earl of Salisbury, whose descendant, the Mar(|uis of 
Von. VIL March, i806. P Salisbury, 

and patked y» every dde ys yn length 300 tayllors yards. Aula conti- 
nct in longitudine O t pedes et in laiitudine 2*1 pedes* Item claastri 
longuudo continct 17 virgins er dimidium, et latitude continet 13 virgai. 
Longuudo unius quadrati principalis curiae ex parte horiali continet 28 
virgas. Item continet 3P virgas in longitudine ex pane oncntali ma- 
neni. Item diems Andreas per 8 Annos in Anglia existens custndiebat 
capcllam in dome sua de presbitorit, clerici*, et choristis, qualihet die 
Iti, cum 4 presbiteris 4 d expensaft C Itbr. per annum* Item dedit ec- 
cledas Wyndham Abbey xv capas de panno auro colons blodii cum les 
or treys cum tub nmis.— Perquifieio maneru de Rye cotistabat 1 1 30 hbr. 
Item granarium, Id equi, et 30 vaccie, cum le storehows mercandizarum 
2000 marc«.-*Itcm le byldyng de* le mner court edificat. cum bryke, 
ft cameris cum claustrocum reparacionibus ad summan* ii m marcarum.*' 


^ See under Bennington, p. 198. 
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is iM>w ^wBer* Hochiesdon Chapel is a neat iirick4tfue<^ 
tnre» mil was erected in pkce of a more bniidiag abnut 

twenty years ago* Near the iVtorket-iiOttse is a Ci^ndnii of good watfev 
wliicli is supplied by pj|>es tVom a spring at some dtsMce^ and 'was 
erected by the Itmdom, a res|)ectable tamily of this town; and is 
kept ill onler by a bcipiest of a eertaiu sum annually^ made by Mar- 
niaduke Uawdon, Esq* in the year J 679 . The number of houses 
in Hoddesdoiii as returned luuler the late acf^ was C27 ; that Of in* 
habitants, 1227* The buildings are mostly dLs}>osed on Uie -sides of 
Uie high road, and form a handsome street* 

BROXBOURN was granted fay the Conqueror to Hugh de 
Ureuteraaistiill, wlm settled it on his wife Adeliaa; aftet whose 
death, Ivo, their fourth son, inherited, bis brothers biding all d<s 
ceast'd. lie gave it to the Abbey of Bermotids^*y, ii Surrey, wlme 
his mother had been interred: but whetJier from some delect of 
form, or othcnvisc, the grant was re-assumed by Robert Blanch- 
mains, Earl of Leicester, who had manied Ivo s daughter, and, 
W'idi her consent, and that of their sons, granted the Manor and 
Church of Broxboum to the Knights Hospitallers of St. John ot 
Jerusalou), who retained tlie manor tilt tlie period of tlie JDissoUi- 
tion; but re-gnuilcd the Church to llie Bishops of London. He.n- 
jry the Eighth sold Broxbomm, and its appuitenauces, to John 
Cock, Esq. who was Sheriff’ of Herts and Essex hi the lime of 
Edward the Sixth. Hih son, Henry, was knighted by Que«ai Eli- 
aabetb ; and at his death kff a daughter and co*Iieires», niarrieri 
to Sir Ihdiert Oxetibridge, Tliw daughter^ IJnsuIa, married Sir 
John Mouson, who whs made a Knif^it of Ihe Bath at die Corona- 
tion of Charles the Fh’sti and in Ids fam% it continued till the 
death of the late Lird Moiisouj h«t k *iow tlie projifrlj of Jacob 
Bosaiiquet, Esq. an eiuiuen^ baidcer, a JJirectpr of the East 
India Company* 

Bioxboum VhjfTch i» a band^^ ^bric^ pfiibaMy tlie time 
of Henry tlie teSi^ it of ml afe4es, wiiii 

a tower wW end. terinhiated kj) an and » 

small clj/,|P ‘ eoniiortiiig with the ehatieel at the ^d of <^ch arh 
rrW Tmmu^x on the north side, was built in tile migu of Hen- 
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ty Bight!i, by Sir William Say, Kut. as appears from the foi* 
lourin'' inscripliou oa a frieze sarrouarling the outer side, and 
^ inch is mtersjcctcd wills shields ol‘ arms. 

i;*)raH for t|^e toelf.igr of *i!t Htnrdt. tagef? 

foOi’tJ rU c^^apcl i t i;onor a rr tieam tj>e rear of our Utn aot» 


Th<‘ vvoikinausliip of this, chapel is iis a very superior style. Be* 
ticulh the arch wlsicli separate it from ihe ehaacel, is au elegaut 
iikar'tomb of ii;:rcy luurhie, oi’a reddisii hue; having u rich canopy^ 
supported on four octagonal cohnuns. Tills w as erected in memory 
of the ubo\e Sfu VViLiJ.VM Sav, who died in December, l;Vjy, 
the tv\t*iity-tii bt of Henry the Biglitli; ami his * wyffa, GcncvvsCf 
ami On the sides of tlie tomb have been brass p kite, 

c<mtainiug the arms of the family, together with ten others of 
wliolc-leiigtli iigtires, all which are gone: and against the east 
end, under the canopy, Tiave been brasses, representing u Kniglit, 
and two Ladies, kueebttf beneath ii represent ution of the Trinity* 
On the upper part of the canopy, the crest of the SaySt a stag's 
head, is re|)eate(l on diflerent shields.} 

Benealli the arcli In'tween the chancel and the south chapel, is 
a large allar-tomb in memory of .Sui John Say, Kut* and Etl- 
z.U 4 Kra, his wife. On the slab which covers the tomb, are 
lirassca of tiic Knight and his Lady: the former in annour, with 
his taliard of anus above, gtiuutleis on bis bauds, and a tong sword 
coming before him. Hb liudy is richly apparelled in a close dress, 

P 2 with 

Weevor’s Fum Mon, £du. IdJl* 

t Oit the uonh side of this Ctupelis a sejuare tower, connecting with 
the chauccl by means of a small door, divided into two stories j the as- 
cent to the uppejs, story being by a small under stair case : the windows 
are very narrow, and well defended by iron bars. 'Phis tower was 
doutnless ert'cted for the safe kcopit|g Of ilie vests, the rich silver cha.* 
lives, and the other vessels, used in the celebration of high mass ; and 
probably had a small altar m it, as was customary In these ptacesi. 
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with a narrow waist, and an outward cloak, blaaspned with tlie ann> 
of Cheyne, of Cambridgeshire. She lias ou a necklace of jewellery- 
work, wrought witli pearls: on her left hand are three rings; on 
her right hand, one. Her head-dress is very singular ; her hair be- 
ing turned back, and closely trussed up in a sort of cap of rich 
lace, from which, by means of wires, a sort of lappet, of very 
great size, is suspended. Between tbe heads of these figures, as 
well as at the comers and on the sides of tlie tojnb, are tJie arms 
of Say, itnpaluig those of Cheyne, several times repeated.* Over 
the centre shield, at the top, is placed the crest of tlio Says, w ith 
the helmet and mantle. Kouiid the verge of the tomb is a muti- 
lated inscription in raised letters: this is as follo\v‘<; the v^ords in 
Italics being supplied from Weever. 

Ihere to 'r 7 n, 

hrr\^h{, daujter Laitrcnu Cht^ne, J /tW Of IglJf , a 

tnoman af noMe hlourt anh moiot nohlc tn a^tic manei0, tohuh 
ifcenneh tpt of Sepkm, 51 gp tut ijcfvi* anu rnmcls m 
€huici> of IBtoltoborn ah^UHng the hoUgc of f)tt oa U 
banH* S2a|joof ^oulfo IBxfnu to Ay. 

Many ancient Brasses,, l>esides those alxne described, weie for- 
mirh in tiiis Chuich, and some yet lemain; but of these s<*veial 
are now' covered by the pews of tbe chancel. One of tlu m irpre- 
seuls a Ptmt, iiolding a cJraiice; with a label proceeding from his 
nioulJi, thus inscribed : 

qui ttatiolrio 0ta piege pi ora 

> du qe mfs fueia qe quop 00 p me prtcor ora^ 

At tlic comers, also, are labels, wHb the words Jim meter ; and 
Habr ftelppc* Another slab in tliis chancel is inlaid with a male 

figure, 

These arms are represented in their proper colors, by means of 
paste# of red, blue, and black, which arc iet into the I)rasses ; the brass 
itself being empkwed to represent the yellow parts ol the arms, and a 
white itietal soniewhat like ti^, to describe those intended to he white. 
Jfhh sedha# to be the mede of describing arm«, in use previously 10 the 
introduction of engraved finei in ditferent dirt ciiorw. 
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figure, in a ebak with of)en sleeves, in the centre, and the em- 
blems of the Evangelists at the corners: from hk mouth proceeds 
a label, with this sentence : 

CPfef wre mei £>e* 0tnm majna unam" tuam* 

In tlie nortli aisle is a slab, inlaid with curious Brass figures ot 
John Boureel, Sergeant at Arms to Henry the Eighth; Eliza- 
beth, his wife; and their cliildrcn, eight sons and three daugh- 
ters. The Sergeant is depicted in plate armour, with roundels at 
the knees and elbows; on his head a helmet, the vizor up; both 
hands have gauntlets, and h\s right-hand sustains the mace : he 
has on a sword and dagger, and his feet rests upon a dormant 
Iio!i. His tady is anayed in the square head-dress of the time. 
His arms are a saltire between four leaves in base, on a chief, a 
tyger's head erased between two battle-axes. At the sides of the 
slab are libels, containing the sentences ®0p0irr ch D fu, and 
31 in alternately. Acconling to Weever, fhe Sergeant 
died in 1531. 

Among tlje other monuments, are several in commemomtion of 
the Cock and IMonson famihVi»; one of which, in the chancel, 
erected to the memory of Sir Henry Cock, Kee|)erof the 
Wardrobe to Queen Flizabeth and James the First, who died at 
the age of seventy-one, in March, 1 0 ' 09 , is constructed in a very 
stately manner, but is now greatly in want of reparation. Near it 
is the mojiunient of Willi \M Gamble, alias Bowyear, having 
beneath the inscription a grotesque carving, consisting of various 
specimens of osteology, exhibited in eight compartments, as through 
a shop window. The most elegant monument lately erected, re- 
cords the virtues of Henrietta,* ‘^diaugliter of Sir George Army- 
lage, of Kirklees, in the county of York, ^aronet, and w ii'e of 
Jacob Bosanquet, of Broxbourn Bury, Esq, wdio died,*" at tlie 
age of thirty-one, in October, 179T- The upper part displays a 
pyramid, on which is sculptured a fine fe md e figure, bearmg an 
inverted torch, and mournfully redlining omm^ overhung by a 
drooping wOlow. The inscription also coj||j^|ntes the exem- 

P 3 |Jlary 
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plary character of EhzabETH, ‘‘ llcUct of Jacob Rosaiiquet, of 
the city of London, Esq.*' who lived a widow tliirty-nine years, 
and died at the age of seventy-three, in January, 179!). Beneath 
arc the arms of Bosaiiquet, impaling Armytage. &r William 
IMConsmi, ami his Lady, who founded an Ahmkpim in BroNl)auni ; 
Sir John Baptist Hickes, Bart, who died in Kovei^er, 179U 
aged seventy; Thomas Jones, Esq. formerly one of his Majesty s 
Judges of the Supreme Cotm of in "Korth America ; 

and William Peere Williams, Esq, * Editor of die Keports,’ who 
died at the age of seventy^threc, in Jnne, I76(>; have also memo* 
rials in this Church. The interior has a neat and handsome ap* 
pearance, having been lately ornamculed by the parishioners, 'fhe 
Font is ancient; the bason is siq>porte<l by a coinnu! in the centre, 
surrounded by ei^it smaller pillars. 

BilOXBOURN BURY, tbe seat of Jacob Bosanquel, Enf] 
and formerly the residence of Lord Monson, has, within a few 
years, been new fronted in the modern style, and otherwise im- 
proved. It is a sfiacious edifice, standing in llm midst of a plea - 
sant Park, which has been considerably enlarged by the present 
owner, and has a tieat Pbrte/s Lodge, recently built. Sir Henry 
Cock entertained James the First in Ibis mansion, in bis progress 
iroin Scotliuid. A large portion of the Stobk,^, which were built 
on the same plan as tbe ROynl Mev\^ at Charing Cross, was taken 
down during the late improvementsV 

The Manor of W*ORMLEY was one of the seventeen with w Ifu in 
Earl Harold endowiMl the Abbey amiit contiimed 
attached to that foumlalipn till dr^lffoie of the when 

fleniy thi^ Eighth granted Esq. and his heirs. 

It now belongs to Oliver Cromwell, Esfp of Clieslmnt, but is rent 
ed by Sir Abraham llume^ Bait, W orm i-By RtMtY, whose 
fatljcr, the late Sir Abraham, <^aied a Baroitet in 17 ( 1 . 0 , atid 
aucceede^ his bfother in the pOssesston of that estate, The mmi- 
siott Et Wormley subshuitial brick bnilding, with a porti- 

CO, sust#ied columns, of tlie Couipo»Jte Order. 

Tlie groumli though not extensive ; aikl their beauty 

is npeh iiicre a foec^ pf water, over which is a Clnnese 

* Wormlcy 
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Wonulcy Church is a small fabric, consi&tiiie only of a nave and 
cbanccl: the west end exhibits traces of rowriderable antiquity, 
and has on the north ride, a ^mall Norman doorway; and the 
drancel is H^^hted by three lanei^ windows* in (he pa\cmeiit 
of the nave is a slab, formerly intmd with Brah^cs^ of a male and 
tomale, kneeling beneath a representation of die Triail} ; and be* 
ueuth their feet two grouiis of cliildren : one of (lie latter, and 
the figure of the man, ha* been taken awa)^ Round the %erge 
\uis an inscription, of which only tlie following words now remain; 

l^^erc fLCth llojn Cok tomnn anis * paencD to <^oli otate of 

tranottotie — — ♦ On a tomb, against dte north wall of 

(Ih chancel, are brass figures of a male and female, tit dresses of 
the lime of Elizabeth, with hvo groups of children beneath their 
t(<t, above them a shield of arms, parte jierdievron betwetn 
three gnfiins’ lieatK erased, impaUng, Or, a lion rampant, sar* 
mounted by a bar, charged witli three bezants; and ou*i tlie arms 
1 rhyming inscription, and the motto, luika vana tUa. 

In die pavement of the diancel is a coffin-shaped stone, baling 
the taint outlines of a cross sculptured on it; and in the centre of 
the lop some indistinct remains of a figure: round tlie lerge a mu- 
tiltilcd inscription, in very mirient Saxon letters, of which only the 

woitK l&cnn^orpn ticuaalmemmcrci, can now lie dis* 

iiijgmriied. Across this sion^ has bmi insei ted a moie modern 
hi ass, in memory of ** p0on of tfim 

ihutcpe 6 p^benttarg of t Catb cburtfie of lg)oule7 Lononp’ He 
died in December, 1531. On a slab in the paicment also is tliiv 
/iiMTiption ; 

E;tt lacet Jopco Cfebo ttfiSaRettotpuf ®ccliciic Oormefeoui 
obtjt rici;, W SDctohr niii ^ cur a'i ppiticf 

A similar inscription, on another slab, records the meuioiy of 
llichard Riiftojt, who was also Rector of diis Chutcli, and died 
in May, 1457. 

CHESHUNT is an extensive ami pleasant village, principally 
extending along the ride$ of the high road, but Iiaving many de- 
taclied and respectable building'’. In the Domesday Book it is 

P 4 t called 
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failed Ck’.thrfnou ; an nj^llation that, tc^ether witlt its distance 
from I^ndoit, th«^ remaim of an ancient Crmi/) in a field to the 
west from Clieshuot Street, and a $iip}K)sed Hiiiitnr^ way leading 
from that to the JSrmim Street, induced Salmon to place here the 
DuroJutm of Antoninus* This opinion may be thought to receive 
mipport from the circumstance of Romun coins having been dis- 
coverer! here, of the Emperor Hadrian, Claudius Gothicus, ami 
Constantine, which were eidiibited to the Society of Anti(|uaries !>y 
Dr. Stukeiey, and Mr. Sawyer, in tlie year 1724*.* 

Cheslmnl contains several subordinate manors: the principal 
manor, from which some of the others have branched off since 
the lime of the Domesday Survey, was given by the Comiueror, 
to his nephew Earl Alan, suniamed the Red, who coinmandeil the 
rear of his army at the battle of Hastings, and was rewarded with 
the Earldom of Richmond, and the wliole of Richmondsinre, in 
Yorkshire, to which Honour this manor was an appendage. The 
Domesday Book records, that the right of trading here w^as in fen 
men, who paid ten shillings annual rent to the Lord for the privi- 
lege; that the land was rated at twenty hides; and llmt here was 
pannage for 1 200 hogs. 

Henry the Third detached Chesbuiit, with other lauds, from 
the Honour of Richmond, and gmnteil them to Peter de 8;n ov, 
(he Queen’s brother; hut he afterwards restored them to John, 
Duke of Bretagne, the inheritor of the Honour, whose descendant, 
also named John, resigned the Earldom of Richmond to John of 
Gaunt, fourth sou of Edward the Third, from whom the giajit of 
a weekly market was procured for this manor; but this has been 
very long disused. From this pertod Clicsboiit descended, with 
the Honour of Richmond, till the -time of Henry the Eighth, who 
granted the manor, and its appurtenances in this county, to his na- 
tural son, Henry’ Ktz-Roy, ®die of Rklnnond and Somerset. He 
dying without issue, it ^^®led to the Crown; and Edward the 
Sixth gave it to Sir Gates, aiid his heirs; but after the at- 

tamder 

^ Gough’s Camden, Vol L p* Mr. Cough queries whether 
DuroHivm should not rather placed at Duri{fhrdt vulgarly 7 uinfoid, 
'4 little Village at the north end >hf Chesliunt, by ChesUunt Wash. 

' , I , 
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iaimlcr of that Nobleman, Queen Mary Rranteil it to Sir John 
nuddhstone, who, in the bvgiiniiug of the reign of Eliifabeth, 
held it to John Cork, E«l. whose son. Sir Henry Cock, pirn based 
a new grant of the manor from James tlie Fast. Fiom Inni it 
descended to the Lords Mousoii; but is now the pioiH-rtj of Sir 
(Jeorge Beeston Prescott, Bart, it having been purchased bj the 
late George Prescott, Esq. about twenty jears ago. 

The Church is a handsome fabric, dedicated to the Virgin 
i\: it was built in the time of Henry the Sixth, by NTciiolas 
OixoN, \sJio was Rector of this parish during thirty sears, and 
lies buried in the chancel. On a large broken gr.n e-stone, that 
cosers his remains, has been a brass figure, unrier an elegant triplc- 
iirched canopj, in the pointed style, with the anns, a fleur do hs, 
•n chief, emiinc, and the following inscription above 

ffi) tniaertre tint famuli IDMton ^itfielaf 
Cui htettia twapidu mmultw pgtat eme artu 
3 [ 0 tuti qut fanu tethrnm rrjettat annis 
at) cut' fabnram bumaa ^riaa alimas 
&alb]t tt alt-jcR quo ttebit in arhua tcmplu 
V>nUru tancrllu t>bi hat piatriiea nobtltu 
3>ii tauhatia to famulo auifraaiap’atta 
CtrnC bit pipe aubtbeaauradue inhc 
IBaro deed oc mete ceasit ubiqa 
IPacem paupiba hang cehat timida itaa 
Harca manua rcletjat quoa paupiea fm pteaeit 
®nno m’llcno et q;iat« bJa“’tiffa ppT 
SDetabo moriena mutana trneatda criia 
SDctobtia iutc teetiem ttanatt ah aetta 
aupiiiare piece qui ^eoia pec jtqirpofao 
tat atbt eu aantda pteatetut (aua petpennia. 

On another, but smaller slab, in the pavement of the chr.ncci, is 
a Bras’, of a female figure, represented with veiy long flowing pi-; 
and Ircueath her feel fliis inscription : 

31 tp qiat Uamaiarlie ^epanne (Slap, qui neapaaaa I’anh’ qrate. 

cccctlPi, Ic rpp, 3qui p' oetobte 3[out paint fS^ienn cpcsr 
que* 


On 



HERTrOKDSUtllR* 


534 

Oil tlic north side of the altar is a tomb hikI inscription in tnemorr 
of Rokkut D' acres, Esq. of Clieshunt, Privy Cotuisellor to 
Henry tlie Eightii; of his wife, Elizabeth, and several otlteix 
of their family. Against tlie south ivall is a niojiiimeut for Dir 
Henry Atkins, uho \ras tliirty-Uvo years Physician in Ordinary 
to James the first, and Charles the First, and died in l63^; 
Mary his wife, and Sir Henry Atkins, Knt. iheir sow, who 
died ill 16*38, at the age of thirty-four. Other inscriptions for tlic 
D’acres and Atkins families, who ivere united by marriage, occur 
in different parts of the Cliiirch. On a slab, in the soutli aisle, 
are Bra,sscs of a man and woman; the former in a nicrdiant’s ha~ 
bit, with this iuscrip! ion: 

Unc jacent SSitrimo IPgIf oBiit xxij Tiic ffcbruaib anno 
Dno millmo cccc idir ct ®lrna u;:cjui9quor'aiab»i ppuictar Deuw^ 
amu 

On another slab, in the same aisle, is a Brasu oi‘ a female kneeling.' 
at a desk, in the habit of Elizabctlfs lime: the inscription record'- 
the name of “ EUzubeath Garncit, J wife of Edward Collen, Ci(i 
tm and Freemason of Londo/' ivho died in September, at 

the age of tliirty-tbree. Before the door, which opens into the 
chancel from the Church-yard, is a stone coflin, with the lid re-^ 
versed ; the inner side, as now situated, is said to have a figure in 
relief, sculiitured on it, 

Near the Church is a House fprinerly mhvvluted by Richaru 
Cromuell^ the abdicated Protector; who, after his return from the 
Continent, about the year 1680, assumed the name of Clark, un<l 
lived hem during the remainder of bis life, in retirement. Here 
also he died, in July, 1712, in the itfms of the gardener of Baron 
Fengelly, and was conveyed to Hnrsley, in lianipshirct for inter- 
ment; tlie manor of Hursley lif^iiig descended to him in right of 
bis wife; though be was to contest the possession of it 

with his daughters, jn a law * Sergeant Pengelly, who 

was retained by hiih, on Jwoccasion, as Counsel, and was after- 
guards Chief BaroU of |p|Excliequcr, is supposed to have been a 

natural 

^ See ^er Hursley, VoL VE p. 114, 113. 
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natural son of his employer; a supposition \\liitii Xoblc admits to 
be rendered probable by Richard s gallantry.* 

, lathe north part of Cheshunt are some remains of aNrN"- 
NERY, originally founded for Nuns of the Seinpringhain Ortler, 
and made subordinate to the Oilbertiiie Priory, at Catleley, in 
Lincoliisbire, by Peter de Belingey, in tlie time of King Stqdien. 
Henry tlie Third placed IJ^uns of llie Order ot* St Benedict in the 
room of the former, and made them iudei^endent ; their annual 
revenue, at the lime of the Suppression, iu the twenty-sixth of 
Henry the Eighth, amounted, according to S(>eed, to 27 1 6\. 8d. 

but 

Memoirs ol ilic Cromwell tamilv, Vol. I. p, 17j. In the same 
work is the following singular anecdote concerning Richard, whidi was 
related to the late Uev. George North, \'icar of Codicotc, near Wel- 
wyn, by two persons who conversed with him in the last years of his life 
at Cheshunt.-— VI hen Richard left Whitehall, lie was very ca»'efui to 
preserve the Addresses winch imd been sent to him from every part of 
the kingdom, expressing 'that the salvation of the nation depended up- 
on Ilia safety, and Ins acceptance of the Sovereignty and many of 
them proffering him the lives and fortunes of the Addressers. In hU 
retirement at Cheshunt, no one was admitted to visit him, without strong 
recommendationb of being of agreeable conversation, and strict honor. 
One of the two persons above alluded to, named Windus, who lived at 
Ware, was introduced to Iiim as such, with an admonition to conform 
to his peculiarmes, without asking any questions, or seeming to make 
oljservations. After an hour or two spent in " conversation and drink- 
ing, Richard started up, took candle, and the rest of the company, 
who all knew, except the i^ast ^mitted man, what was going forward, 
took up the liotile and the gfaffses, and followed the c|uotidani Protector 
up to a dirty garret, in which Was nothing but a little round hair trunk : 
Mr. C rotnwell pulled it out to the middle of the room, and calling for 
a bumper of wine, chunk ^ Prosperity to Old England.’ All the com- 
pany did the same. When the new tnan, Mr. Windus, was called to 
do so, sitting a-stride. as they had done upon the trunk, Cromwell 
desired him to take care, and sit light, for he had uoWs than the lives 
and fortunes of all the good people of England under him the trunk 
was then opened, and the original Addresses shewed him, with great 
mirth and laughter, Ihis was bis method of initiating a new acqi^intr 
iiJnee/* 
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but Diigdale records it at only IFl. Is. Od. Two years after- 
wards, llie King granted the Nuimcry inaaor to Sir Anlhony Den* 
ny but it has since had a variety of possessors ; and was for some 
years the scat of the late Mrs. Blackwood, who had a very valua- 
ble collection of paintings, by the first masters. The remains of 
tlie^innnery forms the domestic jxirts of a large Mansion, that 
lius beefi erected at different periods, and contains some elegant 
apartments. The grounds are disposed with taste; and the river Lea 
has been foimed into a canal betbre the east front of the house. 

The Manor of St. Andrew le Mote, in Cheshunt, was granted, 
by Henry llie Eiglitb, to Cardinal Wolsey, who resided in the 
Manor-house, now called Cheshunt House: this is a plain 
britk structure, but has beiiii much modernised since Wolscy in- 
haiuled it. After his disgrace, and fall, the King granted the ma- 
nor to the Eiifl of Worcester, aiu! afterwards to Thomas Denny, 
Esq. wiiose son, John, sold it to George D Acres; whose descen- 
dant, Sir Thomas Dacres, again sold it to James, Earl of Salisbury. 
James, his son, disposed of it to Sir Edward Desbovery, whose 
executors re-sold it to Sir John Shaw, Bari, in whose family it yet 
continues. Tin? population of Clieslmnt township, as retunied un- 
der the late Act, amounted to 3 1 73 ; the number of' liousi s to 6 13 . 

THEOBALDS, in Clieshunt Parish, has become of' great cele- 
brity from having been the favorite residence of' Lord Burleigh, 
and afterwards of James the First, 'Hic Manor of Theobalds was 
formerly called Culi^nges, and, in the year 1 3 bo, bt longed to 
Willhuu Atteiuore, of Cheshuut, who, being indebted to William 
de Tougge in the sum of lOll. made over to him tliis manor, to- 
gether with an estate named Le Mores, and f rom him it obtained 
the of It was afterwards named Tybau^es; and 

uruirr that ap|'ellari|^ was granted by the Crowm to John Carpen- 
ter, Master <4 bony’s Hospital, and others, iij tJie year 
to ammul render of a bow valued at 2s. and a 

baibed ar||ppt;>lUie thrc'e-pence. further j>ttrficulars occur of 
The dc.sc|i^f niiinor till tlie iJpip of Eliifal^th, when it was 
posseslP* l>> illiam, Lord who^* sou, Robert, first 

Earl 


^ Not ids. 
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Earl of Salisbury, exchanged it with King James for other lands. 
Charles the Second granted it to George Monk, Duke of Albe- 
ifiarlc, with the site of the House and Park, all which escheated to 
the CiovMi ou the death of Christopher, tlic second Duke, without 
male issue. His widow marrying Ralpli, Duke of ISIontagu, that 
Nobleman is supposed to have had a new grant of the Manor of 
Thtobalds, as his des<endiuit, John, Duke of Montagu, sold it in 
1736, to IHrs, Lelitia Thornhill, from whom it came to flie Cro?n- 
wells, defendants from the Protector 01i^ er, who demed their 
title from the marriage of Rielrard Cromwell, Esq, grandson of 
1101117 Cromwell, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, with Sarah, daugh- 
ter of Ebeuezer Gallon, and niece, and one of the co-heirohses, of 
Sir llobc^rt Thornliill, fatlicr to the aboxe-named Letitia. Oliver 
Cromwell, Esq. the last male descendaijl of liie Iholcctor Oliver, 
is now owner. 

The original site of this manor was a small mouted house, flic 
traces of whicli are still visible in Sir Geoige Prescott^s park. Sir 
William Cecil, afterwards i ord Burleigh, began, about the year 
156*0, to build upon a new site, vvh;?il, it is said, lie at ffrst iuleuded 
for a small mansion, to be the residence of his younger son. Oa 
tlic twenty-seventh of July, 1561-, Queen Eiizabeth first lioaored 
him with a visit at Theobalds, It is probable that slic then ex- 
pressed her intention of repeating her visit, whic h iudiu ed her Mi- 
nister to enlarge his house for her belter accomnuxlution; and that 
it was coin})lit:(ed upon a more enlarged scale, belbre the twenty- 
second of September, 1571, when the Queen visited liim again, 
and was presented with it copy of v erses, and a Fora alt of the 
House. Her visits were lepealed in 15? 2, 15/5, 1577, 15S3, 
1591, 1593, 1594,^ and 1596>. In 1583 she was attended by a 
large retinue, and staid four days; the Earls of Leicester and War* 

•,Mlck. ♦ 

^ * An Oration, spoken by the Hermit of Tlicobalds, in J59*t, iv 
printed in Queen Elizabeth** Progresses; ir was written by Sir li !>crt 
Cecil. Her visit tolhtobiids, in 151^. is mentioned by the Karl oC 
Monmouth in his Memoirs.^ llie <'luecn is said to have held her court, 
at ^heobald'c, September 5th, 1598 ; being a few days after the funcrai 
«f Lord Burleigh, who was buried on the twenty-ninth of Auguvr.^ 
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wick, tlic Lord Admiral, (Lord Howard,) l40rd Hmibdon, Sir 
Ciirbtopljcr Hatton, and Sir Francis Wabingham, were then wit !i 
lier. In Miirdin's State Papers is the copy of n inumiscrifit, In 
Lord Ikulcigh s own writing, s|H»cityiiig the rooim in whicli the 
&everai persons belonging to her court were to be accommodated » 
In 13.93, her Majesty’s stay at Theobalds was prolonged to nine 
<lays- Each of these visits is said to have cost the I^ird Treasurer 
ihnn i>0()()l. to SOOoL ‘ The Queen lay there at his Lorddiip s 
cirarge, souietvmes tliree weeks and a month (ogetlier/ snvs the 
w ritcr of his Life. ‘ Her Majesty had also sometymes slriiungers 
and ambassadors canic to her at 'riief>balds, where she hath beyn 
sene in as great royalty, and served as bountithlly anti inagiiiti- 
cently, as at uiiie other tyine or place, all at his Lordship s clianlg : 
with rich shows, pleasant devices, and all tnanuer of sports tint! 
cold be devised, to the greate delight of her Majesty, ami hcji 
whole traiiie, with greate thanks from all who partot^k of it, and 
as greate commendation from all that heard of it abroad/ Tlie 
usual exj>ense of his house*keepuig at Theobalds was 801 per 
week: his stables cost liim a thousand marks (t>Y)bl. l;3s, 4d.) j>cr 
annum. The sum of lOl. per week w^as allotted to setting the 
|)oor to work in his garden ; and 20s. a week w us distributed liy 
the \ iear of Cliesliunt, as his Almoner. 

‘‘ Lord Burleigh was succeeded at Theobalds by Ins son llo]>crL 
afterw’ards created liluri of Salisbury, who, like his t'alber, provt tl 
one of the ablest sUttesmen of ins time. On the thii fl of Ma\ , 
lb03, lie entertained King James file First on his way from Scot* 
land, when he came to take posst‘ssion of the crown of this king- 
dom, Here the Lords of the Council paid tlieir homage; the 
King appointed several new Members, both of tlio English and the 
Scotch nobility, ami made twenty-eight Knights. ‘ His IMajesty/ 
says Stow, ‘ staid^&r diiys, with entertainincmt such, ami so cost- 
ly, as hardly c|p;Jj®fexpressed, considering the multitudes lliat thi- 
ther resort^^^^etes the train; none going thence imsatisfied/* 
In i6'o0‘, t^Earl gave a second entertainment to King James, and 
to Chris^^fesr the Fourth, King of Denmark, w ho staid w ith him 

four 

^ Stow’^t Annalr 



HERTFORDSHIRE, 


Qng 

four <lays.* StK>n afterwards, to oblige Ins Royiil master, who 
was inudi pleased with tlie situation of Theobalds, he gave him 
Hie house, nraiior, and park, in exdiange for the palace mid ma- 
nor of Hatfield, 

“ I’heobalds became a favorite residence of King Janies, who 
frequently retired thither, particularly in the latter part of his 
reign: he drew Ids last breath in tins Palace, on the twenty-seventh 
of March, 1625. King Ciuirles i^iddcd occusionaily at Tiieobalds : 
there the petition from both Houses of Paiiiiiment was presented 
lo him in February, l6-lr2; and tlience he went immediately after- 
wards, to put luiiisclf at the head of his anny.t Wfien the sale 
of tlie Crown lands was in agitation in 16494 it was at first re- 
solvotl that Theobalds siiould be excepted ; but it was afterwards 
determiued that it should lie sold. In the year 1650, the Coin- 
missioners who were appointed by Parliament to make a survey oi' 
Tlicobiilds Palace, reported, that it was an excellent building, in 
very good repair, l>y no means fit to l>e demoiislied; and that it 
was worth 200l. jKr anmm*; exclusive of the Park : yet, lest the 
Parliamcut should think proper to have it taken down, they had 
t stiinated the materials, and found them to he worth 82751. I Is. 
Notwithstanding this report, the greater part of the Palace was 
taken down to the ground i and the money arising from tlie sale 
of the matoriats divided among tlie army/'§ 

When King James got possession of Theolialds, he enlarged 
the Park, by taking in part of Eutiekl Chase, and of Nortliaw and 
Cheshnut Commons, and surroiuided it with a brick wall, ten 
miles in circumference. When the survey was taken in l6oO, Theo- 
balds 

^ lliographia Britanaica, 

t Lord Clarendon’s History of the Rebellion, Voi. I. p. 343. Fok 

X * Whitlock’s MemomU, p, i.| L This was in the month of June; 
the subject was again debated pH the i2th of July, In an Act which 
passed soon afterwards, Theobalds is not mentioned among the houses 
to be reserved from sale. Perfect Summary, July 23-^0: 1042/ 

§ Environs c^Xondoa, Vol, iV, p, 3l-<-43. 
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balds Park contained 2508 acres; valued, together with six Lodges, 
one of whidi was in the occupation of Colonel Cecil, at 1545i« 
15s. 4d. per annum. The deer were valued at lOOOl. the rabbits 
at 15l the timber at 72591 13s. 2d, exclusive of 15,608 frees 
inarkcci for the use of the navy ; and others, already cut down for 
tiiat purpose. Tlie materials of the bams and wall were valued 
at loJOh Ids. 3d,*’* 

Among 

In the Kurvey of Tkeobidd^s Palace^ taken in 1630, and now pre- 
served in the Augmentation Office, it is described consisting of** two 
prinripai quadrangles, besides the Dial-court, the Buttery-court, and 
the Dove-housc-court, in which the Offices were situated. 

“ 'fhe fountain-court, so called from a fountain of black and white 
marble in the centre, was a quadrangle of tighty-six feet square ; on the 
cast side of which was a cloister, eight feet wide, with seven arches. 
On the ground-floor of this quadrangle was a spacious hall, pa -cd with 
Purbcck marble; the roof arched over at tlie ti>p with carved timlicr of 
Curious workmanship, and of great worth, being 'a goodiie ornament to 
the same ;* at the upper end was * a very large picture of the hignesse 
of a paire of stagges homes scene in france.’ On the same floor was 
the I^rd of Iloilind's, the Marquis of Hamilton's, and the Lord of Sa- 
lisbury’s'-^ Oodging rooms/ the council chamber, and the chamber for the 
King’s waitei s. On the second floor was the presettce chamber, * wainscot- 
ted with carved wainscot of good oak, pamted of a liver color, and richly 
gilded with antick pictures over the same ; the cieelingc full of gilded pen- 
dents hanging downe, settinge forth tlie roome with greatc splendor ; as 
alsoe w'ith veric large windowes, and several coates of armes sett in the 
same/ These windows opened south on the walk in the great garden lead- 
ing to the green gates going into the park, where was an avenue of a mile 
long, betw'een a double row of trees. On the same floor were also the 
privy chamber, the withdrawing chamber, the King's bed cliamber, and 
a gallery 123 feet by twenty-one, ' waiiiscotted with oak, and paintings 
over the same of divert citie«i, painted, and sett forth with a frett 

seelinge, with divers peiy^ls, roses, and flower dc luces, painted and 

gilded 

* William, F^rl of was ^tnajfle Keeper of Theobalds House by 

King James, in 4s was Wbl'stm, hi# son,. the third flarf, by King Charles, 
in ibad. 
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Among the few parts of the Palace Amt were left standing after 
its dismantlement, about l650, was one of the Chapels, which 
cohthmcd to be used by the Presbyterians till the year l6S9, when 
Vol. VIL April, 1805, Q 

gilded with gold ; alsoe divers large stagges hcadcs sett ronnd the same# 
nnd fastened to the saydroome, which are an excelieat ornament to the 
s;imc/ llie windows of this gallery looked ' north into the park, and 
to Cheshunf/ On an upper floor were the I^rd Chamberlain’s lodg- 
my Lerd's withdrawing chamlier, and several other apartments. 
Near the Chamberlam’s lodgings, on the cast, was a leaded walk, 
Mrty-two feet in length, and elcw n »ri breadth, with an arch of free* 
stone over it, * which sayd arch and walk,* yiys the survey, * looking; 
eastward into the middle court, and into the highway leading frorti Lon- 
don to Ware, standedt liigh, and may ea.dlv’ he discerned by passengers 
ind travellers to ihvtr delight/ On the we^it of the Lord Chamberla*m*s 
lt>ds;ings was another walk of the same dimensions, loc^king wcstwarfl 
into the fountain -court. At the corners of these walks stood fewer 
high, faire and large towers, covered with blue slate, with a iyon and 
vatnfts on the top of each; and in thie walk over the hall, in the midst 
of the fowre corners, one faire and Idrge lurrctr, in the faiiihion of a Ian* 
thorne, m.jde with timber of eitcellent workmanship, curiouslia wrought, 
st.indingea great height, with diveirs pinacles at each corhar, wherein 
hnngeth twelve bells fr>r chiminge, and a clocke with chimes of sandne 
V orke.’ 'J'he walk from the lower gate up to the middle Of the fopit- 
tain-conn, is dewrribdd as leading * through the several] eputtes, so that 
the figure of Cupid and Venus (which stood l>etWeen the pillars of the 
fountain) maye easily be scene from the highway, when the gates are 
open/ "I his xvalk, continues the survey, ^ is so delightful and pleavaot 
f icing the middle of tlte house, and several! towers, turretts, win* 
dowes, chimneyes, walkes, and balconies, that the like nMlke, for 
length, pleasantness, and delight, is rare to be scene in England/ 

I'he middle court was a quadrangle 1 10 feet square, cm the south 
side of which were the Queen's Chapel, (with Windows of stained glois ) 
her presence chamber, privy chaml>er, bed chamber, and coffer cham- 
ber. The Prince’s lodgings were on the north side ; on the east side 
was a cloister, over which Was the green galleiy, 109 by twelve, 
* excellently well painted round with the ‘icverall shires in England, 
and the of the noblemen and ntit m«ut ih the same/ Over this 
gallery was a leaded walk, (looking eastwatd towaids the dial-court 

and 
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Bite of the Patac, and tl« P«k. «« gninM, by Wiliam .W 
TbW, ro the Earl of Portland, fwm Oiey dewwW f« rt.. 
presoit Duke of Portland, wlw, about the year J7b2, sold the 


and the highway,) on which wore two ' hftie archer of bricke, of rm 
tmati ornament ro the house^ and rendering it comely and pfcasant t<* 
all that passed by/ (>n the west side of the quadrangle wasi anoiht r 
clomcr, on ii\e arches; over whkh were the Duke's lodgings* and over 
them the Queen’s gallery, 109 feet by fourteen. 

** On the south side of the house stood, * a large open cloister, buiu 
upon severall large fahre pillars of stone, arched over with seven arches, 
with a faVre rayle and balisters, well painted with the Kinges and 
Queenes of England, and the pedigree of the old Jjord Burleigh, and 
divers other ancient families with paintings of many castles and bat* 
taiieSi with divers supscriptions on the walls:* this cloister was standing 
90 lately as 1765. The whole house was built, as the survey states, of 
excelietit brkk, with coins, jambs, and cornices of stone, f 
llie Gardens at llicobaids were large, and ornamemed with laby* 
rmths, canals, and fountains, llte great garden contained seven acres 
of ground; besides wliich, there was the pheasant -garden, privy -gar- 
den^ and laundry -garden. Jn the former were * nine knotts, artificially 
and exquisitely made ; one of which was sett forth in likeness of the 
Kinge's armes.’ The Stables (whkh are included in the survey of tlie 
manor) stood on the road leading from Waltham Cross to Cheshuiu. 
On the west side of the road was the camel stable, sixty-three feet in 
length : on the cast side were tvvo stables, each I \9 feet ; and a ban^ 
10 :> ftect in length4’* 

♦ * The iRutdsted remnants of these pedigrees, a* they* existed in 1765, were 
engraved for Queen Elkabeth's Prdgresses, pablisHed by J. NichoU/ 

I ** I have not been able to find any print, or painting, which c<^nveys any 
adequate idea of tins Palace. There is a scarce print of it, by Stent, upon a 
',oiaU scale, which b«cnn^ be a very imperfect representation# The view In 
the Tapestry, at Hot utpai^^ bich was supposed to be Theobalds, and is en- 
graved in Coughs, Camden, ^et not agree with the description in 
the survey. At George, (the seat of Earl Poulet,) tikrc is, accord- 

ing to W.ilpole’%|P^Ptcs, an inside view of Theobalds, by Pdlenbcrg.**^ 

Eysons* Environs, ^VolvIV* p. 34— 
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to the late George Prescotf, but in the mtermcHluitc 
time, the Park had been divided, and converted into farms. 
Tliree years afterwanis, when the bouses which now form Theo* 
Irakis Square, were erccrtei!, every reinainijig vestige of the Palace 
was destroyed* About the same time £l new Park, of 205 acres, 
svas inclosed bv Mn Prescott, who also built a hamisome brick 
Mansion, <m a rising ground, about a mile iiortli-vvest from the 
site of the Palace, and at a short distance from the New River, 
vvhiefi runs througli the grounds.* Theobalds Park is now 
the j)io|>ert\ and residence of Sir George Reestoii Prescott, Bait., 
gratidsoii of the purchaser* 

WALTHAM CROSS, a hamlet in Cheshunt Parish, derives its 
name from one of those elegant stone Crosses, which the pious 
udection of Edward the First occasioned him to erect iu memory 
of his beloved and faithful consort, QuCen Eleanor. This lament- 
ed fcniah^ ^va^ daughter to Ferdinand the Tliird, King of Castile 
and Leon, ami had been itianied to Edward from motives of state 
policy; yet, contrary to the common issue of matches so made, 
die conceived a very ardent attadnuent for her husband, and is 
reporteii to have saved his life by sucking the poLon from a 
wound wliicli he received by the band of an assassin iu the Holy 
Land, She died, deeply regretted by the King, in November, 
at ilardeby, near Grantlmm, in Liucoinshire, Her boweU 
were interred in Lincohi Cathedral; but her body was brought to 
London^ and deported in Westmiuster Abbey. At each of the 
places where it had been rested during this journey, namely, at 
Lincoln, (irantham, Stamford, Geddiiigton, Northampton, Stony- 
Stratford, Dunstable, St. Alban's, and Charing, f Edward after- 
wards erected a Cro^s, of which, only those at Geddiiigton, North- 
ampton, and Waltham, now remain. 

Q 2 WaltkI AM 

» l^his Account of llieobalds is wholly derived from Lysons^ 
Environs, Vol. IV. p. 

Now Charing Cross; but then oaly a village between 'London 
and Westminster. 





Waltham Cboss is the least peiftct of the three; though the 
Society of Antiqaams have twice iiit«re3t«d tbemmhi» in its pre. 
^eiration: once io aiicf agaia in J7^7i wlien Lord Moosooi 
the then Lord of the Manor of Cheslnmt, at the request of the 
Society, coininunicated by letter from their Secretary, Dr. Slukele}, 
suuoumled the bau»€ with brick-work: it wiisorigiiiany surrounded 
by a ib^htof stej)s, like those at Geddington and Northampton; but 
tiiese lia^e been long removed. The upper parts art* also greatly 
niutiiulcd: much of the foliage is defaced, and Uie pinnacles and 
battlements are broken. The form of the Cross is hexagonal, it 
is separated into three ‘tones ; the middlemost of which is open, 
and displays statues of Queen Eleanor. Kacli side of the lov^er 
5tor\ isdhided into two compjirt meats, beneath an angular cop* 
ing, charged with shields pendant from diflerent knah of foliage, 
and exhibitiug the arms of Engkuwl, of Castile and L«*oa, quar- 
terh, gules, a castle, Or; and argent, a lion raaijwnt, pm pine; 
and of Pontliieii, Or, three bendlets, azure, with a borth‘r, gule^, 
the colors are obliteraleih Over these compurtmenls is a cpiatrc- 
toil; and above that, a trefoil, filling up the space to (lie pmnt of 
the whole. The pediment of each compartment hm been rahly 
adorned with foliage; and the spandrils are sculptured with eight* 
leaved flow CIS iu lozenges: the pannels axe separated b} puitled 
finials, diiided by two niches. Tlie comice over the fust story 
is composed of various foliage and lions* heads, suimoniited by a 
battlement pierced with cjuatrefoils. The second .story is Ibniud 
of twelve c^ien tabernacles in pairs, but so <hvidcd that the 
dividing pillar intersects the middle of the statue belund it* 
these terminate in ornamented i»ediments, with a bouquet on 
the lop; and the pillars that supported them are also puified 
in two stories. This story also finisiies with a cornice and battic'- 
luent, like the first, and supports a third story of solid masoni y, 
ornamented with single compaitments ia relief, sotnewimt recent* 
bltng those below, and Stqiporting the broken shaft of a plain 
cxos«i. We Ifie Queen are crowned ; her left hand hold- 

inar a co' right, a sceptre, or globe/'* This Cios> 


Vetusta Monumental VoL lib 
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«hm to the F«icoa it, 

iM^^«i{|^|on»e(] inkipMrXmd^ wiutb 

l&jdi^ihfftowttnfa WaMwAi AIWIp^ 

llie {)l«(^i^ «0bge ot' k bt» the 

80 iitli.«si 9 t WanS) has tbauame <ef in the l^mes^ 

da; BckAj: an t|i|>^aiiQa sepposii# to hare derived from 
Wefiy • spring «f pure ria<en*wbidi {ssumg fiwa the 
lili) wldch tte Fai^ Ckurch is »>hw forint part lif the 

tllrir River. Uns epaneace, and the pleseihg aoeoei; h pneents 
bwe been cdM>£ated m a sentituental poem by the late John 
Scott, Esq. of Amweu- Hotr*-^, nikh w nenv the property and 
roridsnee of J. Hocqier, Esq. who married ttm daughter of Mr. 

Tlie poet, after an excuntie view of the stirroondlng 
eSalidt;, returns to the imuiediate u^gbbouthood of Amutll, and 
IlPtdihays the landsciqies it affords with great Oaactness. 

IIow picturesque the view, where up the side 
or that steep banh, her roOft of msset tbateh 
Itise nix'd with trees, above whose swetiing tops 
Ascends the tall Chiurit towV, and foirier stiU 
'fhe hill’s extended ndge 1 Bow picturesque. 

Where, slow beneath that baah, the rilver stream 
Glides by the ftoweiy fsle, and wQlow graves 
Wtse on ns northern verge. With trenhhng tafti 
Of bsier murmiud 1 


On the hAe here mei^oaed, a tribute of rmpectful bemage has 
bceaiMemily paid by Robert Mybmr Rfq. to tbo genius and {>a> 
triotiam olf Stp. Hue» HimtMt&n, who kfk emtveyed the New 
River to tuo^, k deq[^^ of dttkkki kat eiriiausted bs for* 
time, ^ a (kte bi» ofikta kritless. SevdC'’! 

moftfitip ti^ are |M^ tiod k the ceutre k a fvotive um, 

ttaadiiqi upon a pededM^WpmiHkd by a Boie thidliet of ever* 
gtotau, dm kwription ttm^vep «d amb «|de of tbe pedestal; 
that ou the south is as ftdtows: 


Q3 


Suertd 





Siicra! fo the Memory of 
S/rJIvcH Siiromt; 

H'hasr ^ficcesrfnl Caret 
^'UsUtod hi/ the Patronage fy'his Kingt 
Conveyed ihU Stream to LONDON. 

Jin immortal ICork : 

Since difun cannot more nearly 
Imitate the Deity, 

Than in iKstoiving Health, 

Tile ifisciiptiou o» the north side is a Latin translation of tho 
above: that on the wesL records the distance of Chadvjell, llic 
other source of tlie New Kiver, at two miles; and the meanders of 
the river from Aniwcll to London, at forty more : the east side 
records the dedication of this humble tribute to the genius, ta- 
lents, and elevation of mind, whicli conceived and execute<I this 
!iii|K>rtant A(|ueduct,” by * Robert Mylne, archil^t, engineer^ 
in the year M. D. CCC. 

It apfiears from the register of AnmcH, that the Plague has; 
twice raged in thb village: first, in the year 1603; and again in 
the year 1624 . . The Rev. Thomas llassel, wlio has recorded 
tfiese facts, and has enridied the register witli various anecdotes of 
the persons mentioned in it, was Alcar of Amwell up^vardsof fiftyr 
seven years, and dyii:g at the age of dghty-fonr, in September, 
16'57, was buried in the Church* Here, also, was interred Mr, 
William Warker, an Attonicy, author of the poem called 
Jlbiotfs England, who died in March, 1 608 * 9 , On the hiH 
abpve tbe Chmch, are traces pf a veiy extensive Em^cation, the 
rampart of which is very distinguishable on tlie side pveriookiug 
the vale through which the river lea flows. In Ibis parish, plso, 
on tl»€ side toivards Hertford, is hamm Fields wherein is a large 
tumulus; and not far distaiit are reinmus pf an ancl^t rpnd, pro- 
bably of Roman origin, 

WAR^ 

Is an ancii^Sml populous Ipwn, shunted oh the west side of 
tlie river and iraving a considerable trade ih inah: cpm, 

|n the })p!g|^ay it is ehlkd War^s; blit in other old wrj- 
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tings, it has the name of Guartt and Guam, from nhich Salmon 
induced to imagine that the Daiies»^ who infested this neigh- 
Ixnirhood in the time of Aitred^ liad tlieir place of arms either 
here, or immediately adjacent''^ The stratagem by which tliat 
renowned Sovereign obtained possession of Ibe Danish fleet, by 
diverting the waters of the Lea from their fonuer cliaiinel, obliged 
the Danes to abandon their Camp, and retreat into GlocestersUirc. 
Wliclher Edward the Elder ever built a town here, as some wri- 
ters have supposed, is radier questionable; as, in that case, it 
would doubtless have been made m(ie(>ei)dent of Hertford, which 
it does not appear to have l>een till long after the Conquest ; 
though its annual value was then about fifty shillings. 

At the lime of the Domesday Survey, Ware was lield by Hugh 
de (frentemaisiill, to whom it had lieen given bv the Conqueror; 
and fioin whose family it passed, by an heiress, to Kobert Blanch- 
inaius, Earl of Leicester, Tlieir son, Kobert, dying in the reign 
of King Joiin, his inheritance descended to Amy, married to Si- 
mon de Montford, and Margaret, married to Sayer de Quincy, 
afterwards Earl of Winchester, who, on a jiartitiou of the estates, 
became possi'ssed of this manor, among others, m right of his 
wife. “ Before his time,** says Salmon, a great iron diain was 
put across the brulge, to prevent a road here to the disadvantage 
of Hertford, The Bailiff of Herttbrd had tlie keys in his jKmer ; 
and no carriage with liorses or harness could go over witliout 
ing a toll to him, which toll wm esteemed worth lOL 13s, 4d, 
yearly. But tlie Earl broke the chain, and laid the road open, 
which made this a great tborougliftire, brought trade to the town, 
and occasioned buildings in it,”t This boisterous >iolileman, who 
acted a very conspicuous part iii the Baions* Wars, died in the 
fourth of Ilenty the Thittl; but Margaret, his widow', survived till 
Uie nineteenth of the same reign, spending much of her time at 
the Priory here, whkii she had considerably enlarged. Roger, 
second son, inherited this manor; which he gave in his lifts 
thlie to his younger brother, Robert, wlm married Helen, daugls 

4 ter 


^ Hist of Herts, p. 


t Ibid. 



%#aMnw« tk ir^oe of n nwhii 

* . .• I i Mmif M 1 y;, iiA nm^ dt\M 

and annual iair hm; mii dMtf}: fo i , « 

^hout, was nmnw<f lo nahhi%ii do Waio^ who laid thi*t njanof <i^ 
parcel of iier iuherUdiiro. His dciCondanf, Thomas, LordWaio, 
%\ho \>as ConstuWo of tine Tonor, and Go\crnor ut Hrrtford Cas- 
tle, la the reign of Edward the Second, dying Without issue, bh 
possessions devolved on his sister Margaret, widow of Edinonil dc 
Woodstock, Earl of Kent ; whose youngest daughter, Joan, mar- 
ried to Sir Thomas IlollamU afterwards inheuted; aiul iti hti 
right, Sir Thomas eventually a^jsumed the title of Eail of Kent. 
Thomas, his successor, was constituted Marshal of Engi<#iul by 
iliehard the Second, and had an annuity of lOOoL granted him 
out of the Exchequer, On his death, Thomas, Jiis son, succeeded : 
lie was created Duke of Surrey by the same Kine, sitting ciouncd 
in Parliament; and lost hh life in his service, being slain at Ciien- 
cester while endeavounng to excite <ui insurf cctiou. Edmond, lu« 
brother, aud next heir, was killed at a siege in But ague, h> an 
arrow discharged fiom a cross-)>ovv, on which his possessions weic 
divided among ius t(vheiis, and Ware bet'ame the pio{)cil\ of 
Thomas de Monliu utc, in light of Eleanor, his wife, Edmonds 
fourth sister, Aiite, their daughter and heiress, married Uk haul, 
son of Ilal}))i Neville, Eail of Westmoreland, and father of the 
Gicat Ear! of Warwick, who was slain at Bainel fight* Isabel, 
eldest daughter to the latter NoWman, nmrned Geoige, Duke of 
Clarence, after whose murder, this manor iell to the Ciowm. 
Henry llic ScvenUi gi anted it to liis mother, the Countess of 
Richmond; but, in the first of Henry the Eighth, it was restored 
to Margaret de laTok, daughhrof the Duke of Ckircwce, ou 
whose attainder, ami subsequent decapitation, in 15 Id, it again 
reverted to lli(» Ciown.'*' Queen Mary restored it to the daugh- 
ters 

^ inteccbting rcttospcctive vun cy of die bloody 

line of thiflKti^rd of this manor, and then mmieduic coimtuiom, 


ti 
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tos and co-lMjIiosses of Henn*, LcmtcI Montacutc, first son of Mar-* 
garrt, under a parficular setricment; and the reversion being after- 
wards granted, by Queen Elistabeth, to Katherine, the eldest, she 
sold tlie manor to Thomas Fansliaw, Esq. who claimed the mane- 
rial rights, and tlie privilege of a Tuesday luarhet at Ware, which 
were allowed. He held the office of King's Kemembranccr in the 

E\clieqaer; 

U the produ:tJon of a correspondent who has been already alluded to, as 
made considerable collections towards a History of tlijs County. 
l\Jmond Plantagenct, ICarl of Kent, husband of Marnartt do ^^ake, 
Lady of this manor, was behca^Cvl the ninctecmh of March, 

4 Ed. HI. 

John de iloliand, Duke of Exeter, and Richard the Second, tsvo of 
the sons of Joan Plantagenct, Lady of tins manor, (daughter of Edmond 
and Margaret,) were both put to death under Henry the Fourth, A. D. 

1 tot): and *1 homas dc Holland, Duke of Suney, Lord of tins manor, 
sou of 'llumMN, lurl of Kent, and ginndsoii of the said Joan, was mur- 
dered at Chrcncesier the sime year, 

Kithard Neville, Eailof brtbhuiy, husband of Aik e vie Monfarute, 
Lady of this manor, and mother of the Duke Surrey, was beheaded 
3t Wakt field in the setond oi Kd. IN . by order of Margan-t of Anjou, 
the very same day that his son, Sir Thomas Neville, lost his life in 
battle. 

Richatd NtvUlc, Far) of Warwick and Salisbury, and Loid ot this 
manor, and John jNeviije, Marquis of Montao me, lus broilicr, (sons of 
Kkluid, Karl of Salisbury, and Alice,) wtit I'oth killtd at tb< bittlc 
of Bra at i, in the elcveuih ot Ed. IV. 

Edward Plantagenct, Print e ot Wales, first husband of ilic vrurige‘>t 
daughter of the Earl of Warwick, was murdeitd by Riciiard, DutvCuf 
Ciloccucr, at Tewkesbury, on the fourth of May, 1 L 

George, Duke of Clarence, husband oi the eldest diughter <1 the 
Kill of Warwick, w'as murdered in the Tower, the cightccuiu of leb- 
ruary, in the^^cyenteenth of Kd. IV. ^ 

Richardu ol Glooesier, who became King bv tijc title tf 

Bkhard the'tiurd, second husband of the yuuuycst daugluiTof the Hit! 
pf Warwkk^ wa» kilied at the battle of Uusworth, on the twemy -se- 
cond of HB5. 

JEdwaid inamagcnct, Eail of' Warwick, only son of George, Duke 
Clarence, an4 the eldest daughter of the Eaii of Warwick, who, af- 
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Exchequer; and d>in»in 1600, vm succeeded l»y lii* *on, Heon, 
who w »5 d>ennrds kaighted. SirTIwma.^ hkefde$tam, nu 
made Knight of the liafli at the eoroi)ati<>il ot CbwNss the Kimf j, 
m whose cause he was extremely actne, as well ashkyourige 
hrotiier. Sit Hichard Faaslmw, though greatly to the detriment o 
the family inheritance. After tlie Kestoration, lie was created 
Vkcount Fanshawy of Dromorci in Irdaud, and was chosen to re** 

present 

ter the accesnoa of Richard the TOrd, bcm|: then only eight years of 
age, passed all the remainder of his life in unprisonment, and who there* 
fore could not have offended against any Jaws to which the bent fits rc% 
ceived from their protection had rendered him amenable, was beheaded 
in the Tovser, on the fifteeuth of November, under Hen. \ H. 

Henry Pole, Lord Montacute, (eldest son of Margaret, tlie only 
sister of Edward Plantagenet, Earl of Warwick,) was beheaded on the 
ninth of January, anno 30th of Hen. VII L on a charge of treason, in 
designing to place his younger brother, Geoffrey Pole, a clergyman, 
on the throne : a charge which carries on the face of it so strong an air 
of improbability, that though one of bts brothers is said to have evidenced 
it against him, it is difficult for the most credulous reader to believe. 

And, to close this melancholy tram, comes the venerable Margaret 
Piantageuet, Countess of Salisbury, widow of Sir Ricliard Pole, Knf. 
mother of Henry Pole, Lord Montacute, sister of F4ward, Earl of 
Warwick, daughter of George, Duke of Clarence, and last of the 
Plantagcnets. llie frivolity of the charges brought against her is truly 
contemptible : and of the judgment of death passed upon her, wuhotsi 
evidence, without even the ceremony of trial, our language affords no 
adequate expression of abhorrence. Nay, even when the sentence mas 
passed upon her by a vote of Parbament, on accusations which site was 
not permitted to refute, (for she never was heard in her defence,) it 
seemed as if the King was ashapaed of the business, and her execution 
was delayed from the thirty-first to the thirty •third yilf^ 

when, on an alarm of danger from an insurrectiOQ in IfoiiJtihire; 'Udd 
be promoted by hpr son Reginald, afterwards CardtnaJ 
ty of the sharpened by bis fears, and he cqniSgtxed her w 

scaffold. on the twenty-seventh of May, tn theflWtT 

of London. ||fe was then seventy years of age* She reihsed to m$lke 
4iny sort olHonlession, and displayed a dignified lienrism in her dvaihs 
which reffeclfed all the lustre of an aticestry of prii«;ef, and of soidicri^ 


n 
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this comity in Parliament, Ilis son lliomas, who iiilierit- 
ed the estates, sold the manor of Ware to Sir "fitomas B>de, se* 
cotid son and tieir of John Byde, CiUzeii and Alderman of Lon<> 
don. He was knighted in Afml, J6'6l, and was returned to Par- 
liainent four times as a representative for tlie Borough of Hert- 
ford; and again in the Cotiveniioii Parlkuneiit, which inmicdiately 
preceded the Revolution. He died m January, 1704-5: and the 
manor is now (he property of Tlioinas Hope Bjde, Esq, his great- 
great grandson# 

At a Tourmmeni held at Ware, in the twentv-^fiflh of Hem 
tlie Thkd, and which appear" to liavc been proclaimed in despite 
of tlie King's prohibition, Gilbert le Mare&chal, the potent Earl of 
Pembroke, was killed by faUmg from his horse, and being after- 
wards trampled on: Roliert de Say, one of his knights, was also 
slain itt the diversion, and several others were wounded. In 1 (OB, 
the town was greatly damaged by a Flood: its low situation ren- 
dering it very liable to this inconvenience, seveml weits and sluices 
have been raised at different limes to remedy it. 

There were anciently tivo religious establishments in this town: 
one of tlitem was a Priory of Benedictines, subordinate to the 
Abbey of St. Ebnilph, at Utica, in Normandy, to which Hughde 
Greiitemaisnil granted the Cliurch of Wart', and two caioicates 
of land in this manor: ** Whereupon,'" s^js Tanner, it became 
a Cell to that Abbey; and, in process of time, was so wdl endowed, 
tliat, upon the seizure of the Alien Priories by Edward the Third, 
during the wars with France, this was farmed at 2001. jier annum. 
After the suppressipu of these foreign houses, this was given, in 
the third of Henry tlie Fifth, to tlie monks at Shene. Heuty the 
Sixth, for some time, annexed it to the Abbey of St. Mary, near 
Leicester^ hut it was afterwards restored to Shene, and, as pai^ 
cd of his* ^possessions, granterl, by lienry* the Eighth, to Tfiinty * 
in Codibridge.'"* Some remains oi the Priory buildings 
«re ^ sMiOg at a little distance from the Church, near tlie 
the ttftr, Tliey ciiijefty consist of ancient walls, fitted 

up, 
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up, and aeconiinodated to the purposes of a modem dweiliug: a 
small, obtusdy-'pointed arch, within the north-east angle of the 
building, is supported by corbels, displaying the upper parts of hu- 
man figures; one of which appears to be clad in mail, 5IargaiTt, 

, widow of Saver, Earl of Wincliester, was a great benefactress to 
this Priory; and also made it her place of residence for a considera- 
ble time, Tlie other estaWLsliment was tor Grey, or Framucan 
Frian; but by whom foundt^ is imcertain: it stood in the north 
part of the town. 

Ware Chmxh is a spacious edifice, dedicated to St* >faiy, and 
consisting of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with an cmlwftksl tower 
at the west end. The roofs are of limber, and have been oina- 
meuted with paintings and inscriptions, of which tUeic au* now 
considerable remains ; particularly in the south cUaucel, orC'hapel. 
Here the roof is divided into squares, in each of wind) e* some 
figure, or legendary subject : in this Chapel, aUo, is a single seat 
for a Chaplain, The Sepulchral uieniorials are numerous, and 
among them are various ancient slabs, most of which were pillaged 
of their Brasie^ by a knaiish Sexton, Among the jM’rsons of emi- 
nence who have been interred here, are llooBE o'Amory, Lonl 
of Standon ; his Lady, Elizabeth, daughter of Gilbert de Clare, 
Earl of Glocester, the foundress of CUirc Hall, in Cambridge; 
SiE Thomas Bolchiek, son of licniy, first Eail of Essex; Sir 
H icHARB Fahshaw, Bait/ and Sir Thomas Bybe, of Ware 
Park, The Foni is omaiweiited with various sculptures, represent- 
mg St. George, and other subjects. At the west end of the ('Imrch 
is a handsome galleiy , that was built by the Governors of Christ’s 
Hospital, for the use of the whoo! that was formerly establislied 
here, for the younger children of that msttfotion, but which has 
been many years removed to Hertfonl Several for 

poor widows, &c. are in different parts of the Itywn; and varioua 
lOtber benefactions for charitable pmposcs bavobeeB Male to this 
parish; the populatioiijgL which, as returned under the act of 
1800, amounted to 2i^^the number of houses fo iSaO. 

lit 
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ta a piece of grouud called tlie Buev F1F4-E, at tbc 
comet of Warc> i» February and March, ISOfi, al about tbed 6 |ill« 
of three feet, w<u*e found four Stone &^n$, each of t}»em formedi 
of one mass of stone, and hewn witli tolerable squareness; each 
lid was also of one piece. Three of them were lymg ^wiibia twelve 
tuches of each other, but the fourtli was at the distance of twtmty 
feet Tlte bodies llmt had been interred in than, a{:q)eared 
to have been embedded in lime: tlie bones were mostly in re- 
gular orfler, and either of a yellow or deep reddirowii color. In 
one of the coffins, the impression of the windiog^shept appeared in 
llic lime, which adhen d to aide; and the &kuU found in the 
same coffin had some remains of short and tofty hair 07 i it, at tiie 
buck, and about the ears, The length of the coffins varied from 
seven feet three, to siv feet wiveiij the general thkkuess of the 
sides was al>out three and four inches, Tiie stone of whicli they 
wtoJ made had a yeliowii>b hue, and ^va^, full <»f fiisstl slielis. In 
the mould was found one small copper toin of the Lower Empire, 
Con&tantiwe tlie Gieat, or Constantins; Lead laureate. Reverse, 
two Victoiics supporting a shield, on which the usual in$CH|>- 
lion, voTA vu, or vor.x/’* 

ware park, tlie seat of Thomas Byde, Esq. isveij 
plousantly situated (»a an emiueiice, c<>inmaiuling the ucli 
which extend between Ware and Ilcrlford- The uucieiit Ms*w»r;s 
flouse, which had !)ccn the reliremeut of the Fu 7 i^kuwSf ami lh« 
oecasional resideuee of their j>redccc’feors in the pos^tmi 
manor, >vas pulled dotvn by Thomas Byde, Vl>q wHb the Chapel 
smd long gallery; and a new mansion, in the xamknn style, was 
erectefl by the s^ie genlletx^au on the acclivity- of a hilL This is 
t^legniitly fitted up, and forms the present residence of the fumih. 

Park and grounds Wt well diver^tied, and are lendered 
tremely pleasant by the contiguity of the livers Lea a*id llib. 
kig tlio time the tuknoF'was possessed by Sir Henry Fandiaw, the 

flower 

^ ' * See account of, this discovery, with drawings, and admeasure- 
ments of the coffins, communicated oy Mr. Gough to the Genilemat*’'' 
Magazine fur May, iSO^l. 



ilower-gardeii appears to ii*ivo l>eoiJ an object ot liis peculiar alfert^ 
lion; and Sir Henry Wotton shits it, in bis on the Element 
of Architecture, published in the KeliquioR ottonia«a% ** «i delb 
catc, and diligent curiosity, suiely without |>aralkl among tbreigit 
Rations/' 

Sin KiCHARn FansHAW, the tenth child of the above Sir 
Ileiny, was born in the ancient Manor*House at Ware, in the year 
1607 . lie recei\cd his education at Cambridge ; aud having in* 
crca:»ed his address and acquirements by traselling into fortigri 
states, was ap|K>inte<l Ambassador to the Court of Siuin, b> Charles 
llie First, in l63.>. Here he continued till the commencement of 
the Civil War, when returniug to England, he took a scry active 
pari in the Rosal cause; and, in 1644, had the degree of L1-. D 
conferred on him by the University of Ovfortl. About the same 
time, also, he was appointed Secictaiy to tlie Prince of Wahs, 
At the battle of Worcester, in 1651, be was taken b\ the Parlu- 
nient s army, and being closely imprisoned in lx)n(!oii, the rigtus 
of his captivity brought on a severe illness, on which lie was poi- 
iiiitted to retire into the counliy% aOer engaging not to extend Ijk 
walks beyond the circuit of fnc miles. During this retiiement. In 
spent some time at Ware Park, and employed his leisure hours in 
translating Guariiiis Pastor Fido^ or Faithful Shc]>herd; and 
the Lusiad of Cainoeiis: lie also made %aiioiis traiHlatmns ftoin the 
Latin Poets, &c. In l65p, he went to the exilet! Kinu at Uied*i» 
and received the honor of Knighthood. Aftei the Restoration, lu 
was appointed Envoy-Extraordinary to tlie Court of Portugal, 
where he negociated the match between the King and the lidauta, 
Catherina of Braganza. In lO'Ol*, he was sent Ambassador to 
Madrid, wliere, alter condiu*ting the aHalrs of liis mission with 
great ability and cre<lit, he died in June, I 666 . liis body was 
afterwards brought to England by his widow, and buried in Ware 
Church, where a monument has been erected to his iiieinory, and 
inscribed with ^ l oiij g epitaph iti I^ilin, stating various particulars 
of bis iamilv In 

^ ^Fhis ^Itaph w to tlie following import. • In a vault near thi* mo- 
nument the body of the poblc Sir Kicluird Fanshaw, Kut, and Eire. 
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III the meadows opposite to Ware Park, on the south-east, are? 
the spriu^ifs of Chai^ELL, the proper source of the Ntiv River ^ 
1'heso are concentrated in a hmall |>ool, or bason, surrooniled by 
a railing, from which the stream slowly issm^s in its course 

towards l^ndon, and is swelled at a little dKtance hy a cut from 
the river I-ea. This circuiiislancc is thus jmelfcally noticed in Scolt*^ 
poem of ‘ Amwcil :* 

Old l-^a meanwhile, 

IWncath his mossy grot, o'eihung wltli bmjgriv 
Of poplar qutvVing in tl.e breeze, surveys 
\\ iih eye indignant, liis dimmtihM tide, 

'I hat laves yon ancient TrioryS walt^ and skou*^ 

In its clear mirror Ware’s inverted roofs* 

HERTFORD 

Is a town of considerable antiquity, but of luicerlaiii oiigni; 
though it is known to liave attained ini|>oitaiice very early in the 
Su\ou limes ; and a Synod is recorded to have Iktii held here as 
early as tht' year 0*70, or 573* Its situation on tlie Ermin-Street, 

and 

of the ancient family ot the Fans/iairs, of Ware Park, Hertfordshire, 
and tenth child of JSir Henry Famhaw, He married Anne, cldeadaugh* 
ter of Sir John Harrisson, Kni, of Ball?, in the same county, and by 
her had ?ljt son?, and eight daughters ^ of whom Richard, Catherine, 
Margaret, Anne, and Kluaheth, survived him. — A man most cxceUent 
for the gentleness of Ids manner?, the brightness of his leaniing, and his 
connant loyalty. In time past, a joyful exile, he boldly shared the ca- 
Jamitles of his mo?i setene king, Charles the Second; and was made 
by him Secretary at War. After the happy restoration of the monarchy, 
he w^as constituted Master of the Request?, Latin Secretary, and a Pri- 
vy Counceilor both for England and Ireland ; and was elected a Burgess 
for the University of Cambridge. He was also appointed his Majesty’s 
Ambassador to the courts of Portugal and Spain ; at winch last, having 
executed his commission with great spirit, he changed a most splendid 
life for a lamented death.-— This monument, and the vault, were built 
by hit most sorrowful wife, who also brought over his body by land from 
Madrid. He died on the sixteenth of June, 166G, aged fifty-nine. 

♦ The more particular history of the New River is reserved for the 
ankle AVa; jRtVer //eod, in the description of Middlesex. - 
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and on a ford of die ri^^er Lea, is supposed, by Salmon and othe rs, 
to have occasioned its present name, which is thought to be a cor^ 
riiption from Hm^Ford; that is, the Army\s Ford; an etymology 
that receives support from the name of the town being frequently 
written lltrefm'd bv the Saxon authors, and in chatters to monas- 
teries.* The conjecture that the appellaliou Hertford, or Han- 
ford, was derived from Ifeon/ord, or the Fonl of Harts, mnm 
much too fanciful to be admitted, though strengthened by the 
arms of the town, a Mart conchant at a Ford; which anus, it 
should he remembered, were not assumed till many centuries af- 
ter the Saxon w riters had recorded tJiis place by the name of JTa o 
ford, and Hertford, 

Dr, Hejliii supposes Hertford to have f>ccu a prkici])al residence 
of the East Saxon Kings; but, however this may be, it was cer- 
tainly of suflkient consequence to give name to the shire, on the 
division made about the time of the Great Alfred ; and it has ever 
sauce continued to be the county town. After the Danes ivcre 
driven from tlife iieighbourfjood, which they had very early in- 
tested, through the feedity which the river Lea affonled to their 
shipping, a CABthi^ was built here by Edward the Elder, about 
the year f) 09 . Edmrdm JRc.r/ kijs Hcmy of Huntingdon, * an- 
no nono Re^ni constiiixit Me^fordiam Castrian non immenstmi 
inter Bencjlcam, et Mmeram, et haye Jlmnim non pnfunda, sal 
cHrisdmaf\ The same King is also recorded to have built ajul 
fo«itifit?d the town, which had pr^ably been wholly despoiled and 
ruined by the Danes. * J/oc dnm, are the words of the Saxon 
Chronicle, under llic year 913 , Uirca Mmini FesiuMfmlt Ead- 
weardm lies oMdiflrari aqmhnuhm ntbem upud Heorotfordam 
inter Mimcrdw<',:vfkin'fcaM, c/ Lygcun iiUtpm pars copia- 
rmt erexlt -iif^bmr ajuid Jleoroifordam ah duMruli pane Lygeced — 
from whkh if that ite imrtli piirt of tJie town was that 

first built by Ediyard, aiwl the soiithcm fhe last 

At the Survey, ileitfoid,:, contained 146 

two Chufdksui the houses were then 

divided 

nert%.''p. *U/. .'Lib. V. ^#.353. 
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dlvkled bcttv^n the King, and eight of his prmciput oflk pv% among 
wliom was Peter d« Valoine^ %vh a||p8 l.heeft constitnkd Governor 
of Halford Castle^ and who was Jmp r ds co nfirmed iu tirat post 
by Henry the Fir^. Robert Ftt ^^^M Wlfeaiarried the heiress 
of the Valoines* iamily, claimed tl^^p^ssion of flits Castle in her 
rigiit, «t llic time that King SteplU^lliaeumgthe Barons* castles 
into his owit hands. Notwith&tawduig il|si claim, it v\as giveo to 
11 u hard de Montfidict, together with the Fore^if ship of Essex; and 
v.{s aflenvaids purchased, uitli that office, by King John, for :oo 
iirnks, in tlie second of his rebn. Tbe following year Robeit 
Fi! /waiter was again in jMwsessba ; tnd he was once n nc dlssei/ed, 
and the cu'^tody of the ('aslle w . ununiitted by the King to Wab 
ter do Godarvil, Kni, a retuiner of I'alrasius de Brenr. ThisCio* 
^cinor hra^ely deft iuled the Castle against Lewis, the liaupfun of 
Franco, and the confederaled BatiXts, during a siege of nearly 
^our w<.»ehs; bat at length snrrendeuxt on honorable terms; the 
goods, horses, and arms, of the besieged, being allowed to con- 
tinue their own. After the suriemler, Ri^bcrt Fit/waUe** claimed 
the ichtoration of (he Caslle lo himself, but was refused by the 
Daujdiin, who told liifu, that, * the English had betrayed their 
King, and sveic, Ihendbie, unlit to he trusted/ This aiistver^ 
conjoined svith the gcneial insolent conduct of Lewis to t!ie Barons, 
plainly intimated that his own intentions were to profit by the ex- 
jstiDg differences, and, iu the end, obliged luni, by tbe re-action it 
occasioiK'd, to abandon his eulerpri/<% and leave the kingdom. 
Fiom this |>eriod, to the rcigii of Edward the Third, Tarious gt>^ 
\oniors WTre successively appointed ; and, in the fifth of that So- 
vereign, it was dotei mined, on an inquisitioo^ that * llte Castle 
and Boiougb of neUforil were held of the King fo €ajntc.* The 
King had also the right of appointbig the Porter of the Castle, 
w hose salary was rated at twoptmcc per day. 

la (he year 154*5, Sdwatd created John of Gaunt, his fourth 
yon, Ear! of lUcImiotid, and granted hhn the Honor, CasUe, and 
Towm of Hertford, as a place where he might be * twJged aiul ac- 
commodated in a manner suitaWkn to Ins dignity/ Winie the Castle 
was in his possession, it was the or^casional i?e$idenoe of John, 
VgL. VIE April, 1806, R King 
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King of France, who having been made prisoner by Edward, llic 
Black Prince, at the battle of Poitiers^ was brought to England, 
where the lingering years of his captivity were softened h\ every 
aftenliou dial the generous victors could bestow, David, King of 
Scots, was also a pristmer here about the satiie period; and lu ng 
in the M?ar iJo’, died .loan, liis (}ue<»n, sister to Edward llie 
ThinL 

Henry, Duke ol' Eaneastcr, sou of John of (JiunO, kept liis 
coiui ill Hertford Castle at the time of lliciiard tlie Second’s depo- 
sition; and after lie had liiaiself assumed tlie reins of empire, he 
settled the Castle and town on Joan de Navarre, hi> (^neen, for 
her life; and she continued to possess them till lite seventh ot 
Henry tlie Fifth, when being rharge<l with conspiring to i ilect the 
Kings death by sorcery, all her estates audlioaors were foifeittaL 
The Honour of Hertford was next !>estowed on the La(l\ Ca- 
Iherine of France, whom the King married, H(M;rv the Sixth ke)n 
his Easter in the Cu'^tle in his seventh vear; and the Honour was 
afterwards scttk?<i on hb Queen, Margaret of Aiijom 
lu the reign of Richard the Third, Henry, Duke of Jhickingham, 
claimed the Honour of Hertford, in right of descent tVom limn- 
phrry de Boimn, Earl of Hertford ; and tlie Kingadiuiltedlusclaim; 
but the Duke was beheaded kdore lie was se< ured in the po-^^cs- 
sioii. Houry the Seventh was the next owner, as heir to the houx* 
of Ltuiciister; and, in hb reign, m act was passed by the Pailia- 
ijuent, ordaining, that measures aud weights of brass should be 
kept at Hertford, as standards for the whole county, Henry the 
Eighth caiised a particular survey of the state of the Castle to he 
taken, wdllt the intent, as imagined, of residing here; but it is 
not koowii that be ever dkb In the twenty-tiftii of Elmibcth, the 
Midinetmas term was adjourned from I^iudou (o Herrtbrd, on 
account of the Pure/rc 'ihni was raging in I lie iMetrojmlis, and all 
the courts were kept the Castle: this was also the case, and from 
a skurtar caus^'l^ttrtltMbirty-fourth, and Ih^^ of the same 

reign. The rcskJed hefe; and in this has pro 

Imblv <E-kiattM^fe Iraditioiial tale of her imprisonment in the 

Castle ; 



Citsilc ; a VIII lU ctmmbet^ in tiwa lushest h now poluteil 

tint tlic sc«".ic of her osiipinity* 

About llie M \eni< euth of Jaiiie^j tfw* Fjist, all the hoaoar«, 
ami ic\ouuos ot the < tmva, at HtHtioul, cvcept whut aro^e from 
tfn miiis, wut, b’V the KinJ4, stllhd in Uuslets tor the ase ol 
IhHj( ‘ Cliaihs aiuj alter the Utter had as<u)detl the Throne, m 
hiN ''i\tli \ear, he *;raute(i the Manoi aritl Caviie oi llcilton!, to 
\villiuu, Fail oi Swdbbury, whov<‘ tle>ceiuUiit, the pi event 
qais (4 Sail bmN, is now owner ot the manor The Castle was 
h is(<t b\ Ltrl Wiihanj, lot a t< m of }eaH, umiet* a reserved 
aanuitl lent oi ten sluiii» to Sir Willi tm Hairmi^^Wb KuU 
III fh< simc leij^jfi it was aasip^uetl to Sir W liliam C^^wper, Barb 
who was a ^icalous supjKnUi of the Iloval cause, andwasim^ 
|)i»son(d by the Paihaimmt, i« Klv nouse4 lamdon, with John, 
h<s <lrUst son. Tlio latter died lit < oahuemeat but Sir Wiiliam 
sar\i\t<l tlu tioubles, and passed the residue of his da38 in an ho* 
noialik M (neinuit at the Castle. He U ptcathed it to his fifth 
Mill, 'v|vii<u CovjHi, r.sq. v\ho sold it to Edward Cox, ofClics* 
Jiunt, and le lia\uji» made sauous reparations, resold it to the 
t owpti^, sHue whicli It has had rauou*^ po^se'^soH, and has late* 
l> iMeii lined b} tiu East (iidU Couipan}, lor the purfiose of exta-* 
lilislnnji; a CoLLra.fr, ior the educatum of youth destmed to fill 
the saiious m the civil depaiimeuls lu India* 

11 2 Veiy 

^ 1 he cmnt phn foi the gnt miOcm of the Coix i oe hnot ret ai 
ru^< u, (Apii^ h>,) bui is evpicted to be so in the co irse of the p e- 
Mul m mth \ < Prthnunwy \ icw’ ot thcoivMbiishttHin hc\\c\n, 
b(tn mide pvtbiu , md as the details tlius protnul^nted, aie e\ d.^ntly 
III isi (m which the final arrangement will be torrmd, the gemra' oul* 
hiu Js htn eutn. 

ihe I n tt cnangc mat has taken place in the afran*s of the East Inaia 
Company, with n the fau thirty or fonv \t irs, occasioned bv tht in- 
crcise of powci tint has fol’owed tht CAttnwion of eryipne, haa rendered 
It an object of the utmost conwqucncc, ** lo pi A»de a supply of persons 
did^ qualified to dtsdnrye the vatious and impotuni dut lest ft q i re i 
fiom the tisil servant Mif the Company, m adaimistering the gos'ciu* 
nicnt of India* ^ "Ihoac w'ho Urmerly jacteJd m tlie tapiivUj of Uctm 

afed 



Vm few r«i«u8» of tlte ori|W«lCASTt» are now MandJiig, ana 
those are principaUv eonfiiwrl t» the o«|er wall*. whWi show jxirls 
of one rontid, and some angular lowMs, The pir^i.t Ihk»> <.f the 
Castlp » cJiietly of hrifk-« ork, ami apparently <»f »!«• fi»M* ol Jlames, 
or CharJes the First, e ’trepi the high tower, tl«« Im km men- 

and n^iirdiaiits, are now called upon to administer, throughout their 
resp^etke districts, an extensive system of finance ; and m Itif the im- 
portam o^ces of magistrates, amhassad^rrs, and provincial governors. 

The education of those destined to fill these oiSces, should certainly 
he founded on the firm basis of learning and science j on a knowledge of 
the principles of ethics and civil jurisprudence j of general history and the 
kws of nations ; to this should be added a more-particular acquaintance 
with the language, history, atjd manners, of those nations among which 
they are to exercise their respective functions. The cultivation and im- 
provement of their intellectual powers should be accompanied with such 
a course of moral discipline, as may tend to excite and coiiftrm in tiwm, 
Jabits of application, prudence, integrity, and justice; ami lu render 
this system of education fully efficient, it is essential that ii beinculcuied 
and enforced under the sanction and influeucc of the Chrinljn Hchgion." 
Upon these principles, which **^may reasonably be expected, under the 
favor of Providence, to be productive of a benign and eulight^nod poli- 
cy tOAvards the native subjects of India > to improve rhek native condi- 
tion, and to diSTusc the happy influences ofChristtaniiy ihroug^bout the 
Eastern World,’’ the establishment at Hertford is formed- 

The plan of this estabUshmeiu comprehends two institutions: ** a 
School, into which boys may be admitted at an early age; and st CoU 
lege,"f^ the reception of students at the age of fuieen, to remain till 
, they C'lghtecn, or till they are sent by the Court of Directors to 
their respective d« stinaiioii'}. In tlic School, the pupils will be taught 
the elements of learning, and Mith oiht r aceoinpli«hnK*«jts 

are the usual oldccts ^^instruction m the larger mmtutm of tins conn- . 
try. Especiai attention will le paid «lbo to such pa ru of education a# 
may serve to qaani^|i| for and foplhe higiier depart*, 

ments of coiumujl^^P Intbe&'^^el the sWj^t wiUbe m.truct- 
ed by course, up^ a pten wmilar ^ tkit idopted in the 
Vniverrities'jl^^^W, the SaMoit^be introductory 

to (ho who- pasied \l»iyJ|Wh institutions. 

vvili 
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tloned, mid yshidx is a>»d co,inmaiid$, from the kads, 

an extensive prospect over adja^tsent country* The apartments 

are mostly small, but neat, atid e#>iivcmetttj the uhok^'mlcrior 
liavhij^ been recently fitter! up for the pur[>oses of the Colk^^e. 
Ikneatli are some strong vaults, and a subterraiuxius fmssage, t<y 

R 5 puted 

will enjoy the advantage of a uniform education, l>egan in early youth, 
.inii commuccl to their depanure for the duties of their public vtatiuua. 

The >tadcr*ts wjU also be hunished %vkh the means of kstniaion in 
the elements of Onental liieraiurc: t^rihis purpose the^ will not on- 
ly he taught the rudinaents of Uu Idauc lanpriges, mote especially 
the Arabic and Pei^ian, but also l>e made acquainted with the iii^tory, 
cui>toni$ arid manners of the dllferent nations of the East : and as the 
i^tudy of law, and political economy, is to form an eweniml part m the 
f uneral s)stem of education, n will be required, that, in die iectuics 
upon ihe^c subjeus, particular auention be given to the cxpJawatloa of 
the polltual and commercial relations subsisting between fndia and 
Great Bruaiiu It is not expected, however, that any very gieat por- 
tH’in of time t.m be allotted to the acquiring a knowledge of ibesctcrui 
Unjruages of the , but it h pu sutned that the main object in this 
respect will be attained, if the students !*e well grounded in the rudi- 
ments of the tzj.o languages befca'e specified ^ and that, on their leaving 
the College^ «uth instructions be communicated, as may enable them 
to prosecute their Oriental studkt during their passage to India.** 

The ('oliege is to be under the directum and authority of a principal, 
and several professors in the sdonces of matliematu^, and natural philo- 
Sophy; humaiuiy, and philology; hwtory, and poikkal economy ; gene- 
ral policy, and tlie laws of England; and Ofienial Hterature* A tcachor 
of the FrentJi language, drawing and kming masttis, and other pro- 
per imtructon, sviil also be attached to the College. 

iksides the i^meral superintendence of the College and Sefioolin tiieir 
respettivc departments, it will be the office of tiw principal, more espe- 
cially, to wauh over ilie moral and religious conduct of the studtnu^' 
to msiuK't itiem In the principles of ethics and natural theology, and m 
the evitktim> docttkei and duties of revealed rel%k». Whilst la 
this respect, he is conwdered as discharging the duty of a, professor in 
divinity, so, ih the aj^ht^^exerdse of ks clerkal*<il^ he will be 
required, with ^ such p^or^ssors as are k holy orders, to 

pi ear h in Chapel; and at the stated seasons, toperfomt 

zhM solemn rigSW of m Vstabiiihfd tJImrch.’’* The 





pitted to extend a cotiMAniWe di^ame theta^t. lae 

hue beta suiroiimiid bv a cUh p iiioab supj^bed nifh ualer 
fiom the Lc*i, wlidi llous uuctct the north Mdt ii»^ i}Hh>M<t 
aua lists beta t oinirtct! into ^*ii<Ieu% N uik ion's 

*1 he K lu t mu hUiatnn nit to jIIu trau tl < Inst^rv# inii 
r>crs ni d t 1 foil i i c pt pit f Indii, ind t \ pi u fit d n t lu 

n n in f )t 1 id a t si iht, Ontiml li uijo'! hit muu ts[ttu of 
\n V *nd l^trs '^n 

I he \Uttht>iU / ccuifC't uili bi midt tniutiv s buit tni 1 1 in 
<{ niiiro phib >1 hv , whia tht mert ahsn t j ns I 
pure mat icn ito \\}Mt ixchukd, iSTitoK^ui fntoihisn nt uit tit 
obpt*^ of tbt m tiuiMji, 4 toirM of pi .cutnl murutnm \\\ i h< tn 
on the tltnun « rf 1 a ul, tlj>tbia, imi tngonomttiv , m thi n Mi t - 
tul pnfMtcs ot the ctni( the naluit tt Ic amhtis td ta 

pnntiples oi liux ons 

iht kciuics ♦ n Ph hso^\hf \m 1 elutiditc tla nitnvM I me- 

tlamcs, huk ‘‘tUKs, opiKs^ and istniiom» , md ad bt iini tiattd 
occi Drill c^jeimtnt In tmse atiuiis, tit chiti itnntoa vtui 
be dirtttcd t> tt i arts and f bpetsoi tti imn jj t id»tMtinti! tti 
moje e\ttn i eK u t fi 1 is so n n i pr< p« r culit t u n ( t spt mu t r s sla I 
bt prtuutd, tit studtnls \\i I itmst st mo tknanujv instiuchtiis 1 1 
eht mstis, mirti t Oj>t, and r iturrfl Imtrrs 

In tl L Ic u rts on C/tf' / ni andOtmuil iitfuduHi tl t antienl nn- 
ttrstt lb mt ndGrcctt, ind more f aTUtultiV the luswi laniard vna 
to^, V * be |iKiJculv M ^trittd , il < uts t rtjsprmg and cotnposi* 
tim \M 1 be iiujht, t uh s ich othii sibjttK is ot undentood bv ibo 
term Piht Itftus , and peculiar tat \ ill bt taken tent It th* stu- 
dents ptrf^ct’v etfjUitnttd wnh tit Lnj hsh ian£ji, 4 i<% and 'svitb the 
isnents tl ns most ippuntd vriteis, tossbulicntb tht^ywdlbt tui- 
ciW jn tiers <^p<tJtsof toirpositun ippujpviatc lu then luti vt ou u- 
pauoTis 

1 1 1 krtmci* on / uUi fpsi iinl PoUta ul Liommtfi w dl t Im it ut 
the pi ncipk*. oi those ct U iinm; UtMtka i cent sc on ^tnt- 

rai liis t ry, * ie p<n ^ i'>ti n itl si niNt t* td the inodti u n Uiun < f 
X.uro[ e willlx isvstil ^nth^pinuipU^oi ^cmrul 

poitt>> oi th( ami *^1 ht cim^iuuiiom 

Ihe Gol to be dn 1 1 d nno two fath ton utmg o| 

D tnf) If« |mHu the lim of v\bnh tnmmeiH-bd Oli^iitoday* the 
.iiur 1 ||lH^ i he fermei ttim m tatb yiftaf oja the se- 

cond 
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Numrroas privil<»fi;e& and immtiriitie» li<ne been grautui lo Hert- 
ford, by \dnaus SoxereJgiw, since the lime ot ihe ( oiKpuior, who 
hist imorpoi at ^ hI the borough by fhai tor, llie uvil go^< riauent 
was orij;inall> vtsttd in a chief Baihfi, an undei Baihd, and oUicr 
ortuds, but tins toiin, afhr being altered at vaiious times, was 
abiogaUd b> James the First, *md the jmihdatioii coimmtted to 
a JVLisoi ami Common Council Chalks the VcomJ, by Letters 
Fatcnt, dated ui 1080, vc^ed the Coiporatioii ui a Mayor, Ke- 
ll 4 Hordcr, 

tend >r i clnuAiy, and end on the ninttcenih of June t <c latter will 
bc^ 11 on tin hrst ol August, and end on tin twenty first of December, 
In t 1 U t wfik of thf second tcim ot each )cai, Pubtic examinations 
of ail tht students will be holdci b\ the profe 8 j»or« in i’ t dilkrent dc- 
piitnicnts of meiatuiC and sticnte, under tlic suptrintendt jite of the 
, micipti, and, rt the comlu'^toii of the t\anmiauons, iht pi ncipal uid 
pi ofcsiorji will, at a goner d met ting, anan^ e the stmlcnts 1 1 fuui s#*pi- 
rato Ims, Kioidmg to then rt»ptcme merits A < opy ot iht!»e hui 
will be transmuted to the ilono» ibk ( curt oi Direct jrs, ioi mseition 
lu the public u cords of the Cempanv , and on this occasion, tlic Chair- 
man, tht Dipntv Chairman, the College Cumnatttt, and such c*hcr 
of die Directors as may think pioptr, w U attend <o distribute prizes 
and medals to tlie mo>t deseisin^ of tic students 'Ihc moial and re- 
ligious discipline of the C uhcee %vill be rc^. il lod b a t^dc of ordinances, 
approved by the Couu of Dircttou, and subject to such miproscroents 
as time and txperitnec may suggest, 

I he componsaiion to be midc to tht Compan) b\ tue students of the 
CoMige, at iht comment cmtnr of each uim, is fibs guiims, for whith 
they will be supplied with csciy requisite <utcmri)odainn dunn., li u 
term , a Itnv articles c\< opted of pusatc ttantmcnce I iic innu d sum 
to be paid to iht Mastci ol me Vhool isst\int\ is, which, with- 
out any additional char^'c, will include, txsijf s iht ii uil couim: of clas- 
sical instruction, the 1 icnch Jangnage, wilting, aiulmciu., maihema- 
tK , diassmg, atid dancing* 

Ihe Coltege will be taclosively appiopriaied to the icception of the 
students dein^ued iSmthe end service of the Compauv abroad, but the 
Sthpot wiljt bt pubhr^ ift large — A model and dci^Jgnl» for a 

new be erected at l 4 eMi<)rd, ot a dwadrangular former 

have bciku iifm rjjtiiy approtNid of by the Court of Directors, aud 
fho bmit fuj imtriedmtely* 
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cordet^ tea AJdemmn, a Chamberlam^ Assistanto^ and 

oUief oiSicers; and under liiis cbaitei the Botough is now governed. 

The earliest return of members to Parliament from Hertford^ 
was in the twenty-sixth of Edward the First ; but, after tlie fif- 
tieth year of Edward the Tliird, no rc(urn apj>ears to have 
been made till the twenty-first of James tlic First, when the 
right of sending wa«« restored on a petition from the CorjK)rdtion. 
It is probable, however, that a precept, or writ, had been issued 
in the •intermediate time, as the Burgesses solicited to be e\rus<,Kl 
returning members, on account of poverty, hi the time of Henry 
the Pifib. Tlic right of electiim is vested in the inhabiUml house- 
holders, resident freemen, &c. Hie number of voters U about 
580. The Burgesses were fonnei ly obliged to funiish one miin 
completely armed, to attend the King iii any warlike expedition. 

Hertford had formerly five CHonrHES; four parmhial, and 
one belonging to the Priory; but only (wo are now staudmg: 
these arc respecthely dedicated to Ail Saints, and to St. Andreev. 
Alt Saints, die principal Church, is a large edifice, standing in the 
south-east part of the town, and consisting of a nave, chancel, and 
side aisles, with a low tower and spire. At the west end is a large 
gallery for the use of tlie younger children belotigbg to Clnist's 
Ilospilai, who are brought up in Ibis to\Mt till vacations occur in 
the School at London. The monuments arc numerous: one of 
the most ancient is a slab at the cast end of the south aisle, on 
which has been a male figure, inlaul, of brass; hut only llie feet 
are now left : beneath h this inscription : 

3Stt! mmtu 3!ehu ftiingei wcn^fi iah x S 0 Bi 0 Ue 
xte fa Ham Bfitpetine laqutl trerpaaea le ir b^ociohrc* 
ran Er gee rccc ♦ mtf ♦Uant hieur an rswe.^ 

Among the modem inscrijiiions, is a very long one in the 
chancel, iAjtffery of SjR Joim HaeeisoN. KnL of Balk, in 

tliia 

' Hunger, Esq,famerhj M(id^ 

dkd on <if October, in ^ 1433, 

i Queen appears to have biff ft a IrecjOeat 
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tlm parUit who wq» r ComtnsssioEer and Fanner of the Customs 
in the reigns of Cfaaiies iieE!r$t» and Second ; he died m hh 
eightieth year, in September^ l6d:9* Several of tlie Dunstrn, of 
Jeunmgsbury, were also bniied here; as well as of many other le- 
families* In &. Andrew^s Church, which bUnds on the 
noith side of the Lea, are likewise mmij Sepulchral memorials for 
ildierent families. 

TJie Priory, uhich stood in the east part of the town, and on 
the site of uliich a gootl modem house has been erected, via? 
founded for Monks of the Bcncdictiiie Order, by Raljili de Lime- 
<iey, who iiad lauds in this town gmuted him by tlic Conqueror. 
It was dedirated to the Virgin Mary, and made subordinate to 
3S(. Albaifs Abl)cj ; to which it ccmlinued attached till tlie hujv 
pression, in the reign of Henry the Eigiitii, whe-m its revenues 
were, accoiding to Ougdale, estimated at 14s. Cd. aimnalK : 
but Sf>eed records them at Bbl. 1 Is, 8d. lleuiy, in Ins twenty^ 
ninth year, gnuited the Piiorj, with all its appuitcmmces, to Sir 
Anthony Denny, Ins wife, Joan Cham|)emoutt, and their heirs, • 
wnce wluih it has passed through smious families, both by descent 
and {Aircliase* lUilph de Liinesey. the ibuncter of this Priory, and 
said to l«$vg been nephew to the Conqueror, heiaiiie-, in bis latter 
years, a Mode on h -> own establishment, and wusbinied in the 
Prioiy Chwreb* Ib re also wsis interred Rokn Sadnv^ton, ^ Justice 
Itinerant iR the reign of Henry the 'Hard, and highly favored by that 
Jting; he died at lit itford wbik on a journey, in the year 1 ,' >7* 
Tanner itumtions another religious home in this town for riuARs, 
and *m\kilJLis this whs subordinate to Mott+ iulcn, hi 

Kent; and at the Suiipiessuon, was granted to the abou' 

Ihony Deany. 

Ikrtfoid is a very healthy, respectalde, and impioving town; 
the Semkm, ami Ahrht-Ihuse, and T^&^IJuil^ weic‘ nvbuilt 
between and toyjesirsago, loid are lumdsonie brick edb 
bees. The Ckwt Stkxjtf or that coimected with CbiisPs 
Hospital iHiilding at the euM cud of the town, forming 

throes I Ml i)|l‘ III iniitrihliJtgk: it contaias sufticient aceomwifvdatioim 
hihI ^bout that mituber are now lesJ* 
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doiit. In ihh town is also a good Gnmuar hooU <irigioally 
founded anti niihwed h\ Richatd HaK Es<l* Kingfs Walden* 
in the lime oi Jaines tlit First. Since that period, the St bool has 
been re-built* and the endowments incmsHl by vanou*» benefac- 
tors. Among other dtmations, Bernard Hale, Esej. ejase lOOl. 
per annum, ioi estabbshinor seven srholardiipb at IVUr House, 
Cambiulge, for lm\s educated on tins totmdution. The iimnlxT 
of inhnbitants in the tour paii&bes of Herlloifl, and in the Bine 
(Jt)vU School distihf, as retunieil undei thi^ At t of lKt)t , amount- 
ed to .UoO; of whom 17(»2 weicma'ts and laj)S tuniilc’* the 
numbei ol houses was 542. 

Amont; the many elegant seats in the neighhourhooti of Ileil- 
foid, IS BxVLLS, the propel ty ot the IMarquis Townsbuitl, to wfioiu 
it was bequtMthed by Etheldieda, daughter ciiwl heiri‘ss ol Fitiward 
iiariisou, Esq. who inarued Chailes, Loul Viscount TowiiUieftd, 
grandfjthei to the pre«<ud Maitjuis, who was the soujngejr son ot 
Cicorge, tile issut^ of this nmrriage 'riie House .stands i« a %ery 
pleasant Paik, and (Oimnands mi extensile \iew^ osei the sur- 
rounding (onntry it was built in the time of Clmrles the Fusf* by 
Sir Joim Harristni, Kut. who lies buried in All Sai}ih> Cbuteh, and 
who jjuicliascd tins estate from the fri/hi\s. Bdit Ijfitve tmme to 
an ancient fimily, fif whom Sirucm de Bade was a represeututive 
for IJeittoid m the time of Edward the First. 

BUICKLNDEN BURY, whidi adjoins Balls m tlffe south, is 
the pleasant scat of — — ^ l^JLorgaii, Esq. mid is situtifec! tn a large 
Faik, well iinnibhed with wood and water. This es|aie had 
various poxscssois since the era of the I>is.soIuti<>i|| »t wlikh tiiUgp il 
belonged to the Abbey at \\altbam, in Eisex, to which fotlndifiiuti 
ft had been granted oi confirmed by Edward the C^mjhsmr. 
The Abbots had hheity of ftee-wanen, witli the privileges of fish- 
ing in the Lea, and making what pools Ihev vvilhtii Ibe 

rinint of die manor. 

BA\ roitu, lud 1>«U held tiy O^e pf 

Edwerd tiie Coutessor, Uiter tiie 
de VultiiijMs), Irom wh<>.c fdndSy it raine into 
Ciowa, fiid, in the liaie of Edw'afd the Titifd, I'm 'i 
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King in capite, by W411N^ Sfri^iie. In ijie reign of Edviard 
the Sixth, H belonged ^ ^ and W4» eon\eyed hy the 

nMnmge of 4 danj^r of SSr George Knighton, uho dud m 
Kuo, to Sir Jolm Vmev^ v»ho yvm ir Genileinam of the i"r\y 
Chaiuhei tf> Qnmi Eli/^ibeth, James the Fust, ami Chatles fin 
It Has aUcinardb conveyed to the Vamhau^s^ bj the uiaiiiage ot 
i t;iaml daughl< i of Sit Jolm Feriers, with fhomaa Fansim%v, £sf| 
son ol Si! lhoii!a», ot X^nre Patk, This geolleiiian, alter tlie 
d4(<aHv iit h*i wik, M)ld it to John Mojo, Esq, whose sou, Uia< 1, 
w ^lieuU oi lierts jo (lie year 1668. On the death of the J ti- 
ll i, this manoi was sold to I-ong, Esq. whose daughter and 

hnasn Tuaintd Cliatlos Esq a destcmtant oi Sir JuhiH 

( e-ai, and left two daughters, iO-lumsj,es, one ot whom wax 
mained to Su CJniries Cottrell IJoriner, Knt and the othei to 
Jlobert Chester, I>q. rumi this laiialy the Baytoid i^tale w ts 
luiifhased by Sjr Wiilmn Bakir, Kiit some time land Mayoi of 
Loudoh, whose tldest son, Wilhani Baker, Esq. one ot the npro- 
senhitues ior theioiuits oI ilertiord, is ti»c j reseat jiosscsson 
BAVrOBl> BEHV» the residence ot this genthiiwn, does not 
stand on the site ot the aiicietit Mduoidioase, but is a modem 
hiukhrtg, am little distance from tiie vilhgc ot Baytoid 'Uie 
I’atk is extensive, and the situation ot the Mansion iiigh and 
commanding* 

fiayford C/mrcA is dedicated to the Yiigin "Mats, and ronlaius 
aeseial inonumenH and nisetiptious tor tiu Lords ot the Manor, 
ance the tune of Elwabeth. Agaun^ tlie noith wall is tiit moiui- 
nienl of SiH CKOpfeE KnioHTOK, knt who is rejnesemid by a 
reeiuiibenl figure of a Knight ui Hrmour he died m ISvwtinlui, 
}6|3, att the age of sesentynsix: bis arms aie bany ot iiglu, uigeiit 
and ixgmtf and on a canton, Of, a liin, oi banei, gules, m allusion 
to die fimnly 

liiam^ic Wt^BURY PARK svas an ap|mHe,niu^e to the 
Castle of to ha\c been totiveyed, by 

tlif to hii William Ilainngtou* w!io$o!d d to 

the k (*tt w^om it was puuhased by JohnCulUng, Esq. 

^pif^ j [ H t 1(1 ef I, his dauglitt , tvu\tyd It to tiijitjucoi Ccyi- 

m 
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per, Esq, Chief Justice of Chester* toilj it \m% been 

purchased by the of Bayford 

Tlie Maiilor of HERTINGFORW^RY iviis granted by the 
Con<|neror to Peter dc Vdlomes, of whose female deMreiuIant, 
Eh/iilnth Connu^. an<\ Sir lliclianl (atlierv^ards Loid) Talbot, her 
hushaml, of (i<mdench Castle*, in Herefordshire, it uas iniuhastd 
by Edwardthe Third; and, alter being possessed by the (ire} s, 
of Wjllon, u.'s l)\ that Soveieign mme\«d to the Duch\ oi Lan- 
cdstei. Ch iiKs the Fast grant<d it, uilii tlie Mftnoi of Ib itloid, 
to the r^irl oi Sdlisbuiy, who sohl it to Cliristojifaii \ernon, Esq. 
Comptroller oi the Ihpe Office, i« the Exclu^pier, <d the tao* ^ ol 
the Venioiis, of Haddon, in Deibyduie, tib giamboii M»ld it ?o 
James Selbs, Esq, fiom whose family it wa«i pmrthassHl b} \^{b 
Jiani, fust Cul Cots per, in whose desctudauts it yet ooatunies* 

The tillage ol HeiUngfordbuiy is vtry pleasant, andeontabs 
some good lumseH, one of wlmb, fmnu rly the pia|H*f1y of the 
Hughes fanuK, w is [>ur< based of J^uly llnghe<, (lit vsidow of the 
gallant \dniiral ol that name, bj aa Earl Cowper, some years 
ago, la tlu (Iwrch, whwli is dediiatcd to St, Maiy* are laiiops 
menioiials of usptttable tamihes, and among them a nobie oeno- 
tapli ni memois of \\nLiAM, stcond Earl Cowper, smpf the 
LordCliancelloi Cowper, who died in IF 64, llie iSr&t Earl Cwper 
was buried heie ui 17-d; as was the third Eail, who died in We- 
rembei, and the fourth and Uite Eail, ui the yw i799* 

Here Is also a mouuuient m memory of Spewer Cowper, Rfq* 
brother of the fust Earl Cow|W, who was ai^poinfed Chief Jtistice 
of Chester in 1 7 17 ; Attorney General of the Wudiy of 3t4iifiisfcr 
in 1 / 2 / ; and soon aflicrwards a Sergeant at law, and a JiWtlce of 
the Couit of Common Pleas* he died in the year i7S;S» 

BK ANTFIEL0, oi Bit andhei i>, was given by^ the Copqweifor 
to Ilardwyn DXscalers who granted it to the of St Albaft* 
to which it was afterwards confirmed by Ejtsl. fbc 

famoiifs Thomm a Bcch% Archlibhop of ^ 
of Henry the Second, is reeordid, by Mallhevf P$m^ to fetfA bad 
this benefice as \m first Clmrch prefenneni; fwd a wSJhtf jb< 
the Rectoiy w still called after Im name, Afii* i\\ l\’ f * iHon, 
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mauor was possessed fcjy jgevcral fearilies, till, la tlic reign of 
Eiiisabetli) il was sold to Wmtf Botekr^ %vkose son, Sir John IJote- 
ler, of Hatfield Wooc{-HaU» Kot was created Baron Bolder, of 
Branlfield, in the fourtJi pf Charles the First* William, second 
Lord Boteler, left several sisters his co-beiresses; Audry, the eldest 
of uhom, married first to Sir Francis Anderson, Kiit* and second- 
ly, to Francis Lee, ®arl of Chichester. By ilie latter, she had 
two daughters, co-heiresses; Mary, the younijest of whom, niai^ 
ried Cieorgt Villicrs, third Lt>rd Viscount Oiaudison, of Ireland, 
who purcha^'Cd the remaining; interest in this estate, and, tngeth* t 
witli his Lad^, lies buried m Branthdd Church. On the death ol 
John, foutih Lord Viscount Giandisoo, hi the estate de- 

%ol\ed upon Elizabeth, hisouI> surviving {laughter, and wife of 
Aland John Ma^on, This I/idy, who w'as created Counters 

of Orandison in the vune vcai, died in 17 and was snrcee<lei 
by her only surviving son, Cicorge Mason Villier% Era 1 ami Vis- 
count Orstudisoii. who died pa'>sessed of this estate in 1800 , leav- 
ing an only daughter and heness, the l^ady f jcitrude Ersulia, who, 
in the year w.i> inaitied to Lord Henry Suiait, third son 

of the Marquis of Bute, llic present ownei BaANTFiBt.x> 
Place is a small but pleasant ictimumt. 

PANSHANGER, the dehghlful residence of Peter Leopold 
Lewis Francis Cowper, Earl Cowiier, am! Vi^ount Fotdwich, has 
Unly t>ecome the fiiimly residence of late years, the more 'indent ^.eal 
being Coin Gulek, at a lUtle distance to the boulh-we^t. The 
House at Coin Given, whiUi has been lAcu down since the de- 
cease of the fourth Earl Cowper, in 17 pf), was budt by William, 
the firsi Earl, vriio was advanced to ilrat dignity by t rcorge the 
First, in March, 17^^? bchigcrealed Lord Cow Baron 
Cowper, of Wirtgham, 10 Kent, in Dceemlier, 17 Ob, by Queen 
AnOe, and appointed Lord Chancellor in the following year. The 
situatjott of is extremely fine* the House has been rt- 

rently itnprOI/t^ and the grounds, though small, are 

pleas^b b<?lng by the vicinity of the IMami River, which 

flows on Bie lootl^ivest side. Among the oaks is oue which has 
boen narpod ffet for upwards of a century : it is wow a 

very 
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wry tiealthy «ttid !u\urmnt anti flwt in 

gMli, at about five feet from the i;n>uiii1; ^tl^e bwe^uiosf br^ic{i«$ 
isstie at about the height of twelve feet* The Cmtpnit have Very 
lareel\ inrrcas^jd their posM»ssions iu this county of late \ears. 

TTAVIXG, or Tfwin, w'aj> aiH'ien(I> parrel of the latub U'- 
tonuiiiu; to SU Alhan s Ahhe\, from which it aj)|)eari> to have been 
d>>^eveted by the Coinjurror, a\ IVter do Valoinei» obtained pos- 
by rUimiiig it under a grant fH>tn that Sovereign. It at- 
tenvards gH\e name to the faniih of 'tSwiiige; but, a]>i>tit the time 
of Henry (lie Thud, it appear^i to ha\e !>ceugiu'n to the Canoa^ 
of St. Baitiiolomew, in London; and, alter the Dissolution, ua^ 
granterl, byHeiir) the Lighlh, to John Code, Es(j. ofBn^xboani, 
with all its rights and prixilegcs, as pos<‘8sed h) the Pi lory ot St, 
Bartliolomew. Frances, cider dau^hlei and eo-heirC*i$ of bis json 
Henry, sold the manor toRichaid ILile, l\Aq. in Queen Kijeabetffw 
time, and lus xoungor son, lowlioin he had ghenit, again sold 
it to William Cecil, Karl of Sahshui v He settled the estate on 
Willi*tiii, his Hurd son, of hose gumdson, also named WtUiutn, 
it was purchased b> James Pieet, Esq. son of Sir John Fleet, Lord 
Masor of Loudon. He ditd iu l7o3, and he<|aeathed it to fais 
widow for her hfe. She soon afierwards iimiried Jo^h Sahhie, 
Esq. a distinguished General Officer mulci the D»k« of Maribo* 
rough, and who was Jiftei wards killed at the Battle of Foutcuoy* 
Being thus again hft a widow, she mat lied, thirdly, in 1739, 
Chailes, eighth Loid Cathcait, who died the following year. 
Heriburtli and last husband, was Lieutenant Colonel Hugit Mae- 
guire, whom v[je surxhed ; but, tluiing the greater part of the 
time from the period of her marriage to Imn, to that of his death, 
lie kept her iu obsiure and severe cotifuieuieat, in h gemote part 
of Ireland.^ iilie died at thi> age of ninety -tiight, iii Augusf, J7b9, 

and 

^ In the novel of Cavrie Hackreut, written b|^Marisl Kdgewerth* 
by her brother ii. lidgCuoith, Kbq, the 
-....reramg the conjugal impibonment of J.ady » 

note (p, P, 40,) by that gentleman; wlio meaiian$ 
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and was buried in Ttwiujj; ph»rch ; but the reversion of the Manor 
WHS sold, about tea years' before her dealii, by llie rt presentatives 
of Mr. Fleet, the purchast'r* to William, third Earl Cow jHir, whosa 
tiescendaul, the pre-seiit Eari, is now owner. 

TEWING HOUSE was re-bnilt iiia magnificent manner, by 
General Sabine, who embellished it with pubitings (»f the Ihittlcs 
of tlk Duke of Marlborough ; and lies bin knl in the Church-Yard 
of Tewing, where a noble imrhlc monument was erected to !iis 
memory ; which becoming greatly damaged by the weather, ami 
ilkisagtv been irntt mostly removed into the Church* Joseph 

Sitbiiic, 


self acquainted with CoIoncfM’Guire, and had latc!^^ questioned the 
maid-«ervant, wltp lived with the Colonel during Imiy Cathcarfs con- 
fine^uent. Her ladyship was locked up in her own house for many 
)Ta|s j during whkh period her husband was visited by the neigl.lK/ur- 
' kjg' gentry it was his regular custom at dinner, to sendhb couipli* 

tadnu to Lady Cathcart, informing her, that the company li 2 »d the bo- 
;i>dr to drink her I-^dysbip’s health, and begging to know whether there 
Wal any thing at table that she would like to eat. Ti)c answer was al- 
Cuthcart's compliments, and she has every thing slie 
vv3nts.’---^dtf death, her Ladyship was released* 

of her husband's death, she imagined tliat the 
nevV# wn«>n#StVae, and that it was told only with an intention of de- 
ceiving her. At that period, she had scarcely clothes sufficient to cover 
her; she wore a red wig, looked scared, and her undcrsiaadiug seemed 
stujl^llied. said that she scarcely knew one creature from another. 

Hor irnpri^ment lasted above twenty years. — An inaance of honesty 
in a poor irishwoman, deserves to be recorded. I.uly Cathcart had 
some remarkably fine diamonds, which she had conccalt d from her hus- 
band, and which she was anxious to get out of the hause, lest he should 
discover them. She had neitlier servant nor friend to whom she could 
entrust them ; but having observed a poor beggar w oman, who used ?to 
<omc to the spoke to her from the window of the room in 

vVhich she wia^eoupueid^^ilted obtaining her promise to do w^hat she de- 
sired/ a containing the jewels to her. The poor wo- 

mall tp the penou to whon^ they were directed ; and 8*c- 

Lady Caihcart recovered her. liberty,'> sh® 
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^ahine, Estj, grandson to the GciiemI, sold this mansion and 
cstuto to Robert Mackay, Esq. and be dbposod of them to Charles 
Stbrh'ber, some time an eminent and wealthy furrier. Sinre hi«» 
death, in 1800, his son has disposed of them to Earl Cowjver, the 
present possessor. The ancient Mumr Hot/%* of Tewing stands at 
the lH>tfotn of a hill, on the north side of the Maran River, and 
about JOO yards south-west from the CJnirth : it is now inhabits d 
by a farmer. On the site of the Mansion of die Fleet family, at 
Tew I NO ^YAT^R, has hcc» erected a new niid hamisomc iionse, 
by Henry Cowper, Eaq. Clerk of tiic IJrmse of Lords. The 
grounds and scenery are very pleasant. Maktucn, another beau- 
tiful scat ill Tewing Parish, was, in the Wginaiiig of tlie last cen- 
tury, posscsscfl by Richard Warren, Esq. some time Sheri If of 
Herts, whose grandson sold it to Robert !Mackay, Esq. Tlii'i 
gentleman pulled down die ancient Mansion, and creeled a liand- 
some edifice at a little diMiiuce, whicli, with the enfaie, belongs 
to the present Earl Cowper, 

DlCiSWELE call(‘d D/t7«/ctuc//c in the Domesday Book, wm, 
in the time of Evlward tin* Fiist, the projjerty of I-awreuce de St. 
Nicholas, who, in aU'W'cr lo a writ of qtto xoarramo, prwiuced a 
grant from Henry the Third, of a WTf*kly market, and a leu dayn 
annual fair, for this Manor, lu the reign of KidmnI llie Second, 
it belonged to lh<‘ Verio,/ h, of whom John Perieftt was Squiie of 
the Body, and Pcnon-beaiTr to that Sovereign ; and, in the nevt 
rc'ign. Master of the Horse to Joan of Navarre, second wife to 
Henry the Fourth. Ills de‘«ceud;mt, U'liomAS Perient, Ekp who 
v/as Shtiilf of Essex aii<l Herts in the twenly-seveiitli of Hetry the 
Eightli, left four daugliiers, co-lieiressaies, by Maiy, the ddest of 
whom, uiarrie<l to George Horsey, this Manor was corAtyed 
into his fiuiiilyj and wits afterwards sold by his sou Raljdi, to 
George Perieiit, Esq. a descendant ot its former owners. He was 
Sheriff of this county iij the second of Jamei tim First ; and sold 
DigwdI to Richur<li|^iey, Esq. wIh> waa ®d«o SliOriff of Herts, 
in tlie twenty-second of the same King. IVffiiimi, bis son ami 
heir, again sold it to Humphrey Sbalcross, Esep wild was Sfieriff 
iathesKlh of Clmrles the SefOiMl;and from was 
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conveyed in marriage, by an hcir-fcmalc, to lUclnird VClIils, Esq, 
who dying ill 1781, it descended lo his daughter, by whom the 
estate has been sohl to tlie present Earl Cowper. The Manoj' 
Hotisc is an ancient huildiug, and has lK*en let to various tenants. 

Th(^ Church at Digswell is dedicated to St. John the Evaiigt'iist, 
and contains some fine Brasses in memory of the Perients. On a 
slab in the cltancei, are tlmsc of John Pekient, aru! his Ludy^ 
who are represented by large figures : the former us a Knigiit, in 
a pointed helmet, adorned with engrailed lacings, and having 
p!ate<l armour, with roundels at tlie diouhlers asKi elbow^®: a kind 
of collar or bell is roimd his nech : a long strait sword, without a 
crossdKir, at his left sidcj a dagger at his rigid ; and at hb feet a 
leopard couchaut. liis La<fy, at his right haiid, is in a singular 
triangular head-dress, the curls coming down in a point to her 
neekj and at the top a wreathed fillet; she has slender amis, the 
WTist*bands studded, and wears a iiiatille; at her left toot is a dead 
liedgediog.”^ TIk* inscription round the verge of tlic slab is now 
mutUated, but has been given as I’ollows by Weev^er : 


I5>lf Jaccitt 3(of)annej(5 iperient, Slrmf^cr pro cerporr E’Cifir 
iEif^arUt t&rcuutii» ct li^fnuarino eiu^r'^em Ecgi0 r ct ^rtnierr 
lirarid illluartij et armifier etiain laecio li^enrici 
flhaintii <0*qi:imm 3!o|?aiin^ SUae lErcm iRatarr, 

et 5 |naliae gui obiit - - ^ tt Jot^anna 

npor etpp. tpionliam enpitnUs Oom cdbi — — que 
Obyt jcjcui} aprilio 4 Dm* SJJ* tccc* jetj* 


The Manor of WELWYN has, with little intermission, been an 
appendage to its Rectory trora the lime of Edward the Confes- 
sor, who granted it to the Presbyter, as ap|>ears from the Domes- 
<lay Book, wlicre its name is written Welge. The advowson is 
possessed by the College of AH Souls, Oxford, which, in the year 
1730, pi'esented to Hie Rectory, the Rhv. Dr. Young, author of 
the Night ^P/iOMgte, who retained it till the time of bis death, in 
April, 1763. That vo|y original, but melancholy jxiem, was prin- 
Von. VIL April, 1866. S. cipally 

^ Sepukhral Memimems, VqL jl. Where also i» au engraving of 
tliesii^gures. 
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eipaliy here, sts w^Il ai f'arious othats <>f liis pket$; atid 

thb also was the scene of his death. He Was burftKl ifi the clitn* 
eel of Welwvn Church, near the body of bis lamented wife, the 
Xody Elhahtth Lee, who died in the year 1741. Frederick, their 
only son, conceniing whom Rumour was once so busy, and has so 
fels€*ly fharacterixed, erected a monument over the remains of his 
parents, witii tfils inscription : 

M. S. 

Optimi parentes 

EDWARDl YOUNG, LL. D- 
flitjua Ecchsiit Beet, 

Et ELIZABE'riLE, 
f(tm, pranok 
Cbw/Vgts ammduimet 
Pif> et gmt^simo minm 
Hoc rtmrmor jmidt 
F. Y. 

FIUm superstes,* 

Welwyn is tradhiouaHy said to have lieeii tbc fdace wfiere the 
massacre of tiie Danes began on Hock Tuesday, MARDLEY 
BURY, a subordinate Manor in this Parisli, was formerly held l>y 
the rent of a July Clovt*Jiovi>er, LOCKLE\ S, another Manor in 
Welwyn, was anciently possessed by the K/vVwfij; but is now, or 
was lately, the seat of Geoi^ Gardner, Ilscj. llie Mtuisbn is 
pleasantly situated, at a short distance iiom the Maraii River, on 
the east side. According to tlie late returns, the Parish of Wel- 
wyn contains l68 houses, and 1015 inhabitants. 

BROCKET HAIX, so named from the ancient family of the 
Brackets, was conveyed in marriage by Mary*, youngest daughter 
and co-heiress of Sir lolm Brmrket, Kut, who dkd in October, 
159s, to Timmas Read, Esrp of Barton, in Berkshire. His grand- 
son, Sir James Read, Bi^rt* left ttVo daughters, co-heiresses: l^ve, 

the 

^ A brkf sketch of the,, life of Yeimg lias been , already, toserK d 
under tl^fdescription of Upham, in Hampihitc, tWe place of bh birth ; 
VoL ¥1/ 293,4. 
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the youngest, married Mr. Secretary Wiimington, fiom whose 
mily tfic manor was purchased by Sir Matthew Lamhe, Bart, fa- 
ther of Lord Viscount Melbourne, the present owner. The site of 
the ancient Manor-house is now occupied by a handsome dwel- 
ling, commenced from the desi^is of Mr. James Paine, by the late 
Sir Matthew Lambe, and completed by Lord Viscount Melbourne. 
The aparliiieiits are elcgi^ntly titled up, and are decorated with 
many fine paintings by the tirst masters. The Park and grounds 
are vciy beautiful; and the sceueiy* is much emiclied by the river 
Lta, which tlows through the Park, and has been formed into a 
spacious sheet <»f water, over wlncii is a handsome bridge, built 
also by Mr. Paine, the architect.* Lad) Melbourne directs a con- 
siderable share of attention to improvements in agriculture; and 
has two farms on diD'erent Linds of soil, w^here ex|H;rinieiits are 
frequently matle as to the most beneficial modes of culture; on 
one of these, the sjsteni of drill iiu,d)andry, on the priiipiples of 
the celebrated DucKet, has l>eeu introduced, 

HATFIELD WOUD-IIALL was the projKirly of the ancient 
family of the Ba.singbourni, as early as the reign of Edward the 
First, in vyliose name it combued till about the time of Queen 
Mary, when it passed, on a partition between the two daughters 
and co-heiresses of J«dm de Basingbouni, to Audrey, the eldest, 
married to Thomas Clamly, Sergeant at law. He sold it to Sir 
John Boteler, Kut. in whose family it continued till the death of 
Sir Francis Boteler, in iO'SO, when it devolved on his daughters 
and co-heiresses. Julia, the eldest, married Francis Sbalcross, Esq. 
of Digswell; but dying without surviving issue^ bequeathed the 
manor to her sister Isabella, married to Charles Hutciimson, Esq. 
from whom it came m course of descent to the Rev. Julius Hut- 
chinson, Clerk, who sold it a few years ago to the present Alarqub 
.of Salisbury, The Manor-House has been since pulled down^ 

S i HATFIELD, 


Views, Plans, 5cc. is a plate of this Bridge, together 
with etev^lions and plans of Brocket Hall 
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IIATFIFXD, OR BISHOPS' HATHELD* 

Called Ilac:li0il «i Uie Saxou times, from its srtirafioii an -a 
liea»h, was ancient demesne of the Saxon Kings, tiii it was granted 
t»v Edgar, in the tenth century, to the Ahl>ey at Ely, in Cam- 
bridgeshire. On tlie conversion of that foundation into a bishop* 
ric, in the reign of Heiirv liie First, it became ultaclied to tl*e new 
See; and the Mimor-Hotise becoming a Palace of the Kisliops, 
the town was tlioureforth distinguished by tlie a}))>ellatu>n of 
Bishops' Hatfield. Quceai Elisiabetii, who bad rc>(i<led in the 
Bishop's Palace some years iKdore slie came to the Crowit, greatly 
admired tlic situation; aad by \irrjte of the Htatulc which j^ave her 
the power of cxcliaage, pr<K*tnT$l tlje alienation of this manor from 
the then Bishop of Ely, Hkiiard Cox. James I tie First, in ttie 
third year of his reign, exchtmged it for the house, manor, am! 
park of Theobalds, t with his Minister, Hol)4:irl Cecil, Etrl ofS^fiiv 
bury; whose desceudam, the Manpais of Salisbury, b the present 
owner. 

The Chvrch is a iiandsmne fabric, dtHlicaled to St. Ethehhcda, 
and consisting of a nave, chancel, aisle^^, and einlaittied tower, 
with a Chapel, or Burial-place, of tlie Em is of SaiisbiVf v, on llu? 
north side of the chancel. This Chapel was erected by Robeut 
Cecil, first Earl of Salisbury of that surnume, but contains nei- 
ther rooinimental inscription, nor other nieinoikii, for any of the 
family, except the founder. His monument is cunoub: it repre- 
sents the Earl in his robes, lying on a slab of !>Iack iiiarl>lo, which 
is supported by figures, in white iiiarbie, of the Cardinal Viilues, 
kneeling, in virgin habits, and with their proper attributes. Be- 
nealli, on another slab oi black marble, the Earl is represeritcul as^ 
a skeleton, lying on a well-sculptured mat, iu white marble. The 

Earl 


^ Tlib tov^n h;w frcquenily had the homt of iiCing recorded as the 
place where a^Synod was held in the year dBO; and also as the birth- 
place of YVilHafn de IJaifield, second son of Edward tbeThird : but 
th« real scene of both those traiuaciions was Ilatfielti, m Yorkihire* 

f See dcRripiioa of Tlicobalds, p.’ ^39. •' ''wK"'" 
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k May, yejir, md:. 

i|rk at dtrcclitnH of his avIU. 

On the Houth of the djaticel, w the Lb^K'^ of the Lords of 
the Manor of and ifi tim aro several inonuioonts of llio 

Brockets and Reads, of Brodwet Hall Oim of them is in memory 
rf JotlI« Brocket, Knt, wla> died hi 1598 ; uud near it is 
another, ia coinmcnioration of his two ladies, JJelai and Ehzukth; 
both of whose etfigh*$ are Wag on the tomb, one above the other, 
la the ehaarel li^ bulled Sijt Fit \NCis Bo r elkh, Knt. of Wat- 
tott \Vood41.ull with others of his faimiv. Vari<»iis charitahk be- 
nefsicrions have been made for the poor of this town: and here 
are several small Ahm^Hous^* Tiie popuiutioa of Hal field, as 
returned under the late Act, aniouiited the number of 

bo#ef.t(>^4'85, 

■ ’il^i^lELD llijtisE, (he princijMl residence of James Cecil, 
M^fquis of Salisbury, ami Viscount Ci*aubourn, oc<:u|»ies a lR>au- 
tiful ^iituatJoii ill a finely tliverslfied paik, u aiered on the north 
side by the river lasa, and including an area of sevmt miles in 
circumference. This mausion is of brick, and td' vast extent: it 
was erected by Robert Ckjcil, first Earl of Siili»!3nry, between tiie 
yfUfs lb05, w hen the urenor csitnc into his possession by CKcimnge 
witlrKing James, and 1(> U; |he latler date %)pciuiug in of 
a lofty tower, which iws near ihe centre of the building. Its form 
is tiiit of an half 11: many improvements have been made liere of 
late years, particularly by the last Earl, who restored the ancient 
magnificence of this venerable edifice, which Irad been sufiVunl to 
fall into decay, and agHin rendered it an liabitatkKi worthy of the 
Cecils. Many of the apai tinents are very large ; and most of them 
ate decorated with pictures of consklerabte merit and curiosity. 
Tlie following aie among the most valuable. 

IJIte LOltD Ta$4St B^kliugh, and hU son, Robee^ 
1^1; both of sriiom me depifl^^d in their robei, 

second E*irl of Salisbury; represented in black, with 
long hair; weaiing the Geoige, a star on liis doak, and near him 
a do®! Sir Petci Ldj. 

S 3 


Loeb 
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Loei> Viscount Cranbourn, son of above; Sir Peter 
I-ely. 

JamRs, the third Earl of Salisbury; a fiiH length, in his robes; 
Sir Peter Lely* 

James, fourtliEarl; Sir Go<lfrey Kiieller. 

Lai>y Latimer; Sir Peter Wy. 

Algernon, Earl of Northumberland; and the Lady An kk, 
his wife, daughter of William, second Earl of SaUshury; half 
lengths; Vandyck. 

Queen Elizabeth; a very curious picture, in which that 
Princess is depicted in a close-bodied gown, w itli *a long distend- 
ed gauze veil. On her head is a coronet and algrel ; her neck is 
adorned willi a necklace of jiearl, and lier arms with lirarelels. 
Her hair is yellow, de|^iiding in two long tresses ; and her fact'* 
young, and tolerably handsome. The lining of her toI>c is wrought 
w ith eyes and ears ; and on her left sleeve is einbroideTed a serpent : 
in the otlier baud is a rainbow*, with the adulating motto mn sine 
sole Iris* 

Mary, Queen of Scots, a whole length on board; with the 
inscription Maria D. G. Scotia: piissmu reginaf Vrancict <hia^ 
rid Anno atiatis rtgnupw 3t). Angiicm captivitans i 0. S. //. J/>73* 
The dress consists of a long black inautle, bordered witli w liitr. 
lace; at her girdle is a cross and rosary, 

Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester. 

Richard the 1'hird, a head. 

Margaret, Countess of Richmond, on hoard, veiled as a 
null ; to w hich her having taken a vow* of celibacy, at the age of 
lixty-four, is considered to have given her a title. TliisLady was the 
noble foundress of the Colleges of Christ and St John, Cambrnlge. 

Laura, Uie far-fiuned object of tlie sonnets of Petrarch, w*ith 
the inscription : Ltmrifui, Viridan Ruphucl fecit* fitque Pclrurcha 
She died at Avignon in April, 1 348. 

Henry the Sixth, a head, on board. 

Catherine m CohKara, Queen of Cypm», 

Among the o^er pictures is a veiy singular oil 

board, of IIeniIy the Eighth, and tm Queen AitK 

at 



H£ETFOB0SHIRE« 


379 

zl a country wake, or fair, at some place in Suixey, witluu dlght 
of the Tower of London. In this fiiece is a great number and 
variety of figures, thi* diess and occu]>ations of which are particu- 
lariy curious. 

The Paik and grounds, bidonging to this mansion, contain some 
of the finest timber m the county, oak, elm, a&h, ^c, and the 
scenery is very beautiful, tiie great diversity of tlie surface, com* 
billed witli the aaom[>auuuentk of wood and water, giving birth 
to many tine picturesque views, Robert, the first Eail, origbially 
laid out tvio parks here, for red and fallow deer; and in one of 
them lie planted a vme 5 ard, which was in eNisleuci at the time 
that Charieb the First was aprisoiax at Hatfield; Uie deer arestili 
mmierous. 

'Hie Marchioiim of Salisbury has particularly exerted lierself 
m the promotion of agricultme; and has a very interesting Eipt- 
t'lmefU Ground, including about seventeen acres, well fenced, and 
crossed by walks, for tlie convenience of inspecting tlie crops* 
Tins ground was first prepared iu Uie v< ar und has been 
thieflv coni’ued to tlie {iroducUoii of vegetables, lucerne, and cole* 
serd. The air of neatness and liberality which pervades lliis little 
iNtablihhiuent excites considerable interest 

The greatness of the Cecils was derived from tlie coosmmnale 
talents in state aSaiis, ot William, Lord Burleigh, vilio, according 
to the Frn^menta of Sir Robcit Nauntoo, was the son of 

a younger brother of the Cecilis of Hertfordshire, a fimiily of 
iny own kmnv leilge, though now private, yet of no meuu ontlqai* 
ty; who, being exposed and sent to tlie city, as poor geutlemeii 
used to do their sons, became to be a rich man on lamdon Bridge, 
and purchased (estates) in lincoloshire, where this man wa* oorn/^ 
lie first became Secretary to tte Protector, Somerset; and, on 
the accession of Rliieabetli, was uppoUaed St*cretary of State, His 
application to pubhe business, and devotion to liis countiy's in^ 
teiests, mndered him a deserved &vonie with his Royal mistress; 
mdi m I66l, he was made President the Court of 

Wardsb JCwjo years afterwaids, on the twenty-fiftii of February, 
L ba'ws created Lord Burleigh , and he continued to main*" 
$ 4 tain 
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tain his supremacy in state affairs till the termination of his li((% in 
August, 1598. 

Robert, the youngest son of Lord Burleigh, was the inlicritor 
of a great portion of bis fathers wisdom, blended, perhaps, with a 
more sublio policy, and a superior cajxicily for slate iulrigue. During 
the life of Eiizabelli, he maintained a secret corresjmiHlence with 
King James, by whom, ia May, l()03, he. was advanced to the 
peerage. In the ensuing year, he was created Viscount Cnnibourn ; 
and in the next, made Earl of Salisbury. The«ie honors w ere not 
bestowed on an undeserving object: on the accj ssion of James, 
he had been apjiointcd sole Secrelarv of Slate, and the dulio of 
this office he tilled with the utmost ability ; ns he aflmvards did 
those of the Lord Treasurer, to which he was a|>jKjinled on the 
death of the E^rl of Dorset, in April, l(>08. Slnvvxi, sublie, 
and penetrutlng, he neglected not his own interests, while attend- 
ing to those of his country; and, by variiuis metiunls, mefeased 
his inheritauce to a very ample extent. At length, worn out with 
the cares of business, he lingered a tew mouths, and expired in 
Hi] 2, greatly to the loss of the nation, in which snio ely a man 
of equal talents as a statesman could then be found. 

William, hi.s only son and sucxessor, was more remarkable for 
his passion for hauk mg and hunting, and for a versatility of dis- 
position, wljk h rendered him a willing agent to ttU the varying 
mca^mes of his time, than for any sujK?rior abilities* He died in 
December, 1(U>S, at the age of seventy-eight , and was suKtedtd 
by James, tlie third Ead, who w'as a stiemioii‘» snppoitei the 
bill for excluding the Duke of York from the Tliione. Jame^, 
the fourth Earl, wag su$j)ected of engaging m a piojut for x sjoi- 
ing James the Second ; he died in l()94. James, Ins gnat gt a lub 
son, llie Seventh Ear!, who succerded his father in Sepli min r, 
17S0, was cTcated Marquis of Salisbury by lih present Majcv 
ty, in August, 1789, and b now in possession of the ftttmly 
estates and honours. 

CAMFIELD f^LACE, or IViid Uall^ in Esseiui^i iparish^ was 
sold by the I^iestlej fanvily, its fqnm r ow«cife,t 0 
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Esq. lute Garter Kill" at Arms, whose thinl son, the Rev. William 
Brown, cousinage r man to Henry Brown, Eyj, of North Mims, h 
now owner, 

BROCKMANS, in the Parish of North Mims, was formerly 
llie jiroperty of the Great J-.oril Somers, from wlumi it p.issed to 
the dcsremhiiits of his eldest sister, who married Charles Cocks, 
Esq. whose lamily have I>een since advanced to the peerage. It 
now ht longs to S. R. Gunsscn, Esq. Tlie House is a res}>ectable 
building, sliuuiiiig in a plcasaiil Park. 

<<OBK)NS, another estate in Nortli Mims Parish, had its 
name from the ancient famiiy of (iobiuii, of whom Sir Richard 
fiobioii, Knt. was sealed here in the linn, of King Steplien. lit 
Henry the Sevenths lime, it was the ]»roper{y of Sir John Moi-e, 
father of the ilhislrioiis Sir Tiiomas More, whose family had pos- 
scssetl it for several generations, and who sc^Uied it in Jointure 
iijxHi Ills second wife, of fiie same name as himself. It was after- 
wards seized, with the other estates oi Sir Tfionras More, by Henry 
the Eighth, and was settled on the Princess Eh/abeth, who re- 
tained it till her death, after which it was again tlje property of 
the Mores j hut luis since passed through various hands, by pur- 
chase ami otherwise: it was lately the pro|>erty of John Hunter, 
Esq. who acquired considerate, ariluence in the East Indies, and 
was a Director of the Last India Company, IJic gardens w^ere 
formerly celebrated for their splendor in tiic ancient taste. 

NORTH MIMS, anciently the iuheritance of the Maznavziks^ 
was, in the time oi Edward the Third, the property of the cele- 
brated warrior Sir Rolieit Knollo. It afterwards piissed to the 
Gjw?;fg.d;v.s, by the marriage of a fcimde ami co-iiciress, ami from 
tiiein, by sale, to Sir Nicholas IJyle, Bart, whose grand- daughter, 
Bridget, conveyed it in marriage to Peregrine O.diorm', Duke of 
Lmls. Since the death of the late Duke, in irpp, tJie maiua: 
has been sold to Henry Blown, Esq. wliose seat, in NORTH 
„MlMS.,PApK, is a very baudsome bmldaig;, and its situation, and 
the surrounding s< cnery, L' cxtiemeiy One. 

The Church is dedicated to St; Mary, and consists of a nave, 
#idp aides, aiKl ehmicel, with an embattled tower at the west emb 

Anioag 
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Among the monamenls b a grand one hi the chaned, memory 
of |oHN> Lord Somersy “ Baron of r.ieslmn, and L4>rd High 
Cbancelior in the tim of Wilham Ihe Third, tvho diet! the 
tielh of April, iZlfi,'* and to wliov* meinoi} tin> %ias cfecte<l by 
Dame Eliza Jek^iL On tlie north Mde of tire chaiKvl h the 
Cliapd 01 Burial }dace of the ikminc;dm, uliose arms, impaliDi^ 
metai «ulur fuuihe^^ aie dt‘pictcd on glasft in the wiiuiow?>, 
yml of Ihe of Walton Wood4lall, with whom llie Co« 

ningsb\s iutennaiiied, have memorials heie; and several ollnn am 
riciit tombs, in diiieient parts of the Church, liave been cre<ietl to 
difierent families. 

TlTTENHANGEIl, or TiTTEMIANGEri, in the parish <>t 
BMgis was an ancient scat of the AJihots of bt. Alban's, wU<i fie- 
quentiy resided here, thouglt tlicir Manor-House was Iml a mean 
building, till a new and stately iMansion vs as founded b} Abbot 
John de la Moote, about the eiul of tlie fourtcentli century. 
This was afterw'ards enlarged, and much adoined, by tlie muixiil* 
cent Abbot John of WhUhamsfed, iii the time of llenrj the Sixth; 
and it continued to belong to the Al>l>ey till after the Dissoluiiom 
Henry the Eighth, m the kst year of bis reign, anno 1547, gtant- 
cd tiie manor ami estate to Sir TIiomas Pop, founder of Tiinitj 
College, Oxford, who had been eniKbed by many granU of the 
lands of die dissohed Monasteries, lie made 'rittcjihau^er his 
principal residence; and d^ing witliout ussue, in 1 dev Leri it to 
his widow, Elhsabeth, daughter of William Blount, Esq, of Blount 
Hall, ill Stafforddiire, This lady was succeeded by her iwphew 
and heir, Thomas Pop Blount, Esq and from him tiiL estate ha^* 
descended to tiie present Earl of llardwkke, in light of Ins im>. 
ther, Catherine, first wife of the Honorable Charles Yoike, Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain; she being the sole heiress of the an- 
cient Hertfordshire families of Pop, Blount, and Freinan, The 
Blounts became extinct the death of Sir Henry Pop Blotmt, 
about the middle of century: several of them were men 

of talents, and coiijimml litemiy reputation,* 

♦In me to which a reference hai been 

wilder Bcjplgioi^ i« the Mowing remarkable entry, after the 

date 
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et« 

•ttlj^wigw wasWdt 

ltejwiPb|ie»wi4 

HfiWMMcCilillM t» tlie ^ ol Il4«lwirke. 

Ch«iwy4#iW<kill 

tt)*w»srte«l in«» a fiam The Wom Ihiiieh is Urj«e and conrenienf, 
r<nitain« «w«rol pietw*i of Ihe fitoants, bal aoue oi Uiew 
of iim«ii notice, Wtcei* a tbree-quartcr length of Ca- 
1 HBKtNK, iady lUkWHt, by Sir f’odfrev Koellia. A fine jiicture 
of Si* Th0MA8 PoIPR, '»b«b was in one of tlw rooa», h<u been 
removed to Wiinpole, the -seal of Lord liardnuke, ui Cambridge, 
siiire. Sir Tliiom$ Pape Blount, Kiit nli hu father, Wtllutm 
lUomt, fi«q. swd h» lady* Franca Blount, be buiwd under aa 
altMMxhnb in the iwi^bonritig Cburcii at Ridge. 

COLN£ir HOUS®, the scat of Oeorge Andersoa, Esq. is sita* 
ated in thcPaiadt of Shenley, about one mile south.ncst fiom 
Laodon Ooio^t Thu estate was toiiiicriy part of tbe cuensive 
Manor oftiie^twld', or Wdd, and had the Dame adoliu^ Clu^ud, 
as t^pipoScds n lelighw* edifice thought to have stood on ■ 
sinad petud^ 41^ in Rto Po>b, whidi is sUli suiTOuttdul by a 
iiWht, thonj^ tsdw itlanted, shhI laid out into walks. T!ie {wescot 
Mtunion is bttft wfth TotWllioe stone, and was crested about 
tweul54w years ago, by Governor Bouchier, nt an ci|)cuse of 
about 53,0(i0l. includitig the tsbokfca fiw laying out tbe pleasure, 
grounds, and malcing ofltnr j|tn^v«m«ile in the Park, which in. 
dMjhb’UlNHit iaO oplrto. Is a handsowc and regiilar strurtuie^ 
whh wiags, and ftas ttm finmlst the princtjMd of whLh laces the 
eqi, mid faas « seMMtetdar |kh11co at Uie entrance, surmounted 
by^lildf doano, ,f|^w08tl(lo«d b diversified bv a uniform pr^- 

jectiaB 

t#34i.Miv Charles 8lfio>U< of llttoihsngcr, m Hart- 
I^OB, PMikne, five weeks aftor’fae had shot him- 
self into Ihc belly with a pmoll: lis: Ime of Mrs. Hobby, (his wives 
wstetl .wHq was a ncU widows* 
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jcctioH on each sule il;o door wav, iinWied by a balustrudia Tlie 
priiiri.Ki! apirilments aic fhled np with ta^jto and <:le!iano;\ a Mat 
or clai>&c ihr pervaclic.a ^he whole. The cliininev-j>ie<'(\^ an* all of 
marble, aial the door.'^ of ri5aht>»aiiv, jointed with ^reat eare, and 
of exrrileat v,<u'hjnanslii]> : t’ne Diain:^ and I)rauin;;dloonis arc 
each ihitlv-one foil Ion<i, tuent\-one broad, and ihleen 
Thr Oilicer, me ronaected whli iiu‘ Houm' i)y an niidertjround 
pus.vai;e; and thoaa’i nearly as lar;ae as the binly oi‘ ilu' eir*n:fu#ji, 
are rouipleielx i‘jo'ek»]U'd by a {dmOiaion of e; erj.:roe:i‘s :nid oOher 
hardy trees, d he Park lonluins >omv iliK* oak and elm dadn ia 
Therie'asiiR\ 2 :roniids are exi4‘nsive, and well siovl^ d \d!di buit-to t ■. 
TiiC (been House, u \4Ty iarjLje runue ofbuiiditn:, b fall ol t ihoie<' 
plants, both indigenous and exotic. CNtate was sold by (io- 

\€nK>iT»oiK’hier to the late Majj;rave oi Anspadi, who orsid. d lu re 
about dnee years, and then disposed of it to liie I/ail uf Kiu"* 
Sion; of wiioni it was bought by the present ov.aan in Aiuj^iist, 

im. 

SilENT^ET principally consists of a few building's near flic 
aiiun'hi wliieh is coustrutled of srpiaredillnt and brick, atid dedical* 
cd to St. Botoij>h. It consists cwdy of an oblon^; body, witlnnil either 
aisles or tower; unless a srpiare formal projection of wood, vvhieli 
has been recently built at the south etilrance, can <leM'rv(* that 
irauie: tlie windows are large, and pointed ; the casings are of 
'Toiltnliot! Slone, Among the Sepulchral memi)ria]'i b one in me- 
niorv of tlie llnv. Philip Falle, the historian of (iuenisey and 
Jersey, wlio was ItiM tor of this Parish about tiie iMfginning of tlic 
last century. The Ptirsonn^^c, or Jkctory-UovM\ is delightfully 
situated about two inlhs soulinvard from the Clun( h, on a com- 
manding eminence, froin which the vioiv to the nortii is particu- 
larly extensive, and fnio. I’he present Hector wa^ nejdiovv to the 
late Put, Peter Ncxecomc^ the histoiian of St. Albaifs Abhev, who 
was also lieclor lierc, aixl to whose tamiiy the patronage belongs. 

PUHTEHS, 

^ Tifs front is represented in the annexed \‘lcw, which.to been li- 
heraily coninlmted to thb'work by Mf, ' Tliis 'l'rces <>fi the 

north Conceal the Oilkes, 
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POniTivS, l)cati?!fu!ly sUiiiitcd residence of ti e Mardiio* 
ness of Sifiro, liter to tfio late jajidlani oirKror, Pichanl Lord 
Howe, is ail iriCC'iilar Mansion, standing in a sniad, but j^leasant 
Park, atid cooniianding sotne hold am! extensive prospects to the 
west inai nordi: lowaivis wlr'dr the grounds npidlv decliia* from 
the House. 1'liis estate also, hke that of Odmv, was jhrtnerlj 
part of the Manor of the Weald, and has Inul iiu;m*roiiN pov. 
sessors. 

Ai'tiOllS LAN(U.KY, caLed lM:rsrla in the Dome nook, 
and deriving the prefix of /|/»e x5j trfn having ],;eheee^d the 
Ahliey of St, Allcun to v liieh it nas ghe by F 4 !*‘Iv, ire* t?iv' Li, tel, 
and Ik's wife Wineeliled, in the time o Kdward the Cor ,‘i . ar, 
eontiniu'd in the Crown front the period* of the Di.ssolun'OM till the 
latter end of the reign of Jaiues the First. Tliat Suvereigii urarde/l 
it to Francis Coinhc. Kmp of a fuiniiy (*f that iranic at Ucuk I- 
Ifeimted, wJio married Ann, daoghterof llnunas (ircenhl!!, Il fp 
hut dNiOg without isMte, in UlM, liiKpUMliied this niaor, with 
oilier lands, iS:r. to tile Colleges of Sidney, at iSaiahridgc. arai 
Trinity, at Osionl, for the purpose of edueinir.g ills eevn and hin 
wife’s relniunH, 

Tlie Vhirch b a spaeious and handsome fihrir, dedicated to St, 
Lawreni'c, and having a Chape! adjoining to \\h: chancel on the 
south. It fontains scvt^ral good inonuments; among whiHi is <>ue 
erected m mcmoi v of * Damp A^n Haymoisd, danghicr of Sir 
Edward Fish, formerly of Soulhili, in Bedfordshire, Bnrt. and 
widow of Sir Tlmnms Haymoiid, KnI. one of fhe Judges of the 
King’s Bench to Charles the Second/ She died in Mawh, 17 LL 
in her eighi vthird year, and lies interred witls her tiiree griuKl- 
tdtildren, sons ot’ Sir Robert Raymond, Kut. td' Lanyley Unrv, 
her son, ‘ who all dieri within a few weeks t>f tiKii hhiii/ llie 
monument displays tlie figure of an aged woman, stUhig, with three 
diildien in mdles beneath. 

Nicholas ok Bukakspeak, the mdy EnglisliiTian that ever 
attained the honor of lilltng the Pontilical chair, and of wielding 
the tliiun^r$ of the Valkan over a crouching and sup><u'stiaous 
worid/is geueraily reputed to have been born in *his Parish; yet 
^ the 





sa6 

the place called Sreakipmrs, from which his name was ovidently 
assumed, is hi the Hrijoiiiin£; parish of Sf, Michaer$, at about three 
miles to the north from the village of Abbots JLttliti(ley. liis ear# 
ly jears \^ere not distiii^^ieiied for any superior talents ; but, on 
the contrary, liis intellects appearetl so dull and flondeil, that Ire 
was n'fused the hafiit of a monk in St. Alban*^ Abbe\, in which 
he liad been placc<i. On this rt^jection he went to France, and 
became a canon in the Abliey of St, llufu^, in Froiciice, where 
he was after\^ajds chosen Abbot: but the monks disliking his ad- 
ministration, complained to the then Po|>e, Euj^entits the lliird, 
with whom he liad afterwards an interview; and contrived to in* 
gratmte himself so highly, tliat he w'as made Bishop of Alba, and 
sent on a mission to coti^ert the Pagan nations of Denmark 
imd Norway, After the decease of the Pope, in 1154^, he was 
chosen to fill the vacant seat; and on Uiis promotion, a^umedthe 
title of Adrian tlie Fourth, He governed with a haughtj and stiong 
hand; of which may be instanced, bis refusal to invest the Emperor 
Frederic with the Iiii[>eriul diadem, till he had prostrated himseif 
before him, and lield the stirrup of his palfrey, while he mounted 
upon its buck, flc died in September, 11 55b ftot without suspi- 
cion of fKiison, though generally said to have becii choaked by a 
fly; and w'as buried in St. Peter's Church, near his |>redeeessor, 
Engenius. His fiitiier became a monk in St. Alban's Abbey, where 
he lived fifty years; and, on bis death, was interred ainotig the 
Abbots in the Chapter House, 

KING'S LANfiLEV is a smalt irregular village, situated on (he 
higli road to Aifesbury and Buckingliam, and nearly optiosile to 
Abbots Langley, but on the other side of the Oade River* Though 
now of little importance, it w as formerly a residence of the Eng^ 
Sovereigns, who were owners of the siiasior$ and one of whom, 
Heniy the Third, built a Pai^ace here, m whidi Edmond of 
Langley, fifth sou of Edward the Tliird, was Imrn, Very fcw 
traces of this building remain ; and they are priudpiitly confined 
io a line of foundation wall, wliicli includes a plot 

of ground, anrWmces the building to have 
Part of the site is now occufued by a ^ma tlld4 
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hibits tlie ancseiit bake*ltoiise» and some otlier vestiges of the do* 
mestic offices of the Palace: its situation is high and pleasant. The 
estate, which consists of between alx and seven acres, and has been 
recently let to a respectable brewer in the village, is the property 
of Mrs. Mary King, daughter and heiress of Mr, Thomas Kmg, 
who died in January, 1805, While the Palace continued in the 
Crown, it was frequently the abode of the Sovereign* and Stow 
informs us, that Rkrhard tlie Second, in the tifreentli of his reign, 
passf^d his Christmas here, in company with his Queen, four 
Bishops, four Earls, the Duke of Vork, many Lords, and fifteen 
Ladies. That unfortunate Prince was also buried ui the Church 
at Langley, after Ins death at PoiiWfract : but Henry the Fifth 
removed ids body to Westminster* 

A Priory of Dominiraii, or Preaching Fnars, was founded 
licrc by Rogei, von of Robert Jlelie,* an English Baron, sup|>o$ed 
to be Roger Lucy, who lived at the begintikig of the thirteenth 
eeRtttiy% and was * so called liecause he placed ihe Devil with the 
Welsh ; a Vallemka tin cognmnruiii^s to quod eosdeni WalUcos 
Ttgi Anglm rebelUs tanquam inferm undiqm devasltivit.^f The 
buildings were afterwards enlarged, and the revenues greatly hoh 
creased, by the munificence of Edward the First, (who granted the 
Manor of Langley to the Friars.) and Ins three successors of the 
same nanie^ so that this became the most splendid of aU the esta* 
bififfinieiits of the same Order in England, its annual revenues be* 
ing valued, at tlie time of the Siqipressioii, at 4s. according 
laDugdale; and according to Speetl, at ijOl* 14s. 8d. Queen 
Mary restored Ibk house to a Pnoress and Nuns; hut it wa& again 
dissolved ill the first of EUaabeth^ The Priory buddtn£>s are do* 
strayed. Great pblt of file tiiaiior is noiv tlie piopei ty of ilie Earl 
of Esiex^ by inharthmee from the Morisons. 

The Chmrek eoarists of amve, ekaiicel, and aisles, with a maa* 
sive embattled tower at die west end, which was originally o|ieii 

to 


Fun* Mon. edit. lUJlj p 58S, 
f GflMghi VoU 1 . p. 349 . from Salmon, 
t Notitm. 
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to the nave hy a pointed awh. rioVg from ehisten-d rolutuii'.. 
About the middle is another larj^e pointed arch, rlividin;* the nave 
and cimiicel, wlnVli are .separaf.rd from Ilie aisles In live plain- 
pointed ar. hes on ca<li .side, mostly siippottetl on «(la<>oiiai eo- 
lumns; !>ul \mh\\ tni ihv' north bv colunuiH, llic oust 

window consists of three lights; the centre lidit tenninntes in n 
ticfoil, the others in (juatrefoils. The winilows of the nave are 
smnll, and of a stinare tonn, thon^li divided hilo trefoil-lieadcd 
lights. 

Anuin«» the ancient monnincnts in tin's edifice, is a very kir^e 
altar tomb of freo-sttHns in the east angle of the north aisie, hav- 
ing recumbent, but greatly mutilated, efiides of a Kiui;Iu and a 
the latter <Mi die riglil bainl. ’I’be Knight is in armour, 
with a bhirt of chain-work : hU hands folded across liis body, as iu 
prayer. On his left Ineast is a cresmit; and on each shoulder, 
bis arms, on a cross, five nmllets, witli a miscent for difi'ereiict^ : 
the legs and thighs are broken ofi‘, and g<me; and tlie heacl is 
loose, and much did'aced. Tin* Lady has on a ihnvered robe, and 
over it a long cloaL, fasteneij across the i^cr!:. which Is pen- 
dant a chain, and sniidl cross. On lier hdt side h a crescent ; and 
on her right, a saltire engrailed; below which, on the fohLof the 
cloak, are the same arms as on the Knight s shonldr. The hands, 
which frave been raised as in prayer, are broken off; and the coun- 
tenance is much defaced. The Iicad-drcss is of an angular form, 
of the time of Henry the Seventh. On the west and south sides 
of the U)ml>, are sliields of the above arms, in f»r{uare compart- 
liieiits, w ith trefoils in the i^igles: on one of the shields, the arms 
are impaled. This is probably the tomb of StR Vernhy, 
of Pendkn ; who was iSherift' of Herts and Essex in the fourteenth 
of IJemy the Seventh. Salmon seems to intiumte that this was 
the tomb of Pkrs Guvestont the haughty favorite of Edward the 
Second; but the arms are those of Lerwe^, Gaveston, as appears 
from Stowe, was first buried among the Friars Pmehers at Ox- 
ford; but two years aiWrwards, his body was removed by the 
King wiih^great pomp, and rc-iaterred iu this £burdi> 

Within 
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Withlu tho altar-rails, on flic north ^i<le, is tho toiub ol 

isumn <>} Lanolky, «oii of Edward ihc Third, \Uio wa> 
buru^d litic, near < ho reniam^of hw Isabel, youngoi 

ilaii^htu oi Pedto, King of Castile, This tomb was originally 
ddhnrijtls situated, m ap|)ears from its sides being smrouaded 
Lit Ids ot amis; though, fioin its present position, those 
ou, on the \“icst and south can now he seen. The arms on 
{If ucs^ side, are tliosc oi \\#stmmstei England, ami JVIerm, 
d f ^l^‘flds on the south, distilay the arnw ot Edmond, Alt 

t!)i‘ 4iii ifU HU' in the centres ot t^rnai lentcd s^puiie <ou*jmrfmcnls. 
iti« low them, undci plutii iiiotildu<g , is a lang^ ol qnutrefoiis. a|v 
pircutiy siiriouiuiuu^ the uliole to rd). The top now covered 
.d‘ a hiokeu slafi oi Puiheth innhh', lih other parts auMif 

ilM ^tOUf 

Oppoute fo the rhrne, r* < ih -oidh h o* tj*^ ,dtni, t> a plain 
tomb of uhite in irhl* . ov< i \uu< li is a tabled in memory of the 
\\ iL» f ni (tL V < KS, ot Adunditme, in Essex, 
Hiho uas» Judge ot tin Adninaltv m hehiml in the turn of CImilcs 
'' 0 Sxond: lie died mJul), lu-'S, at the age of sevenly-three* 

^ esuvd slabs wiUi Biassis, ate yet reniuiuing lieu • one of them^ 
m the noitli tthle, has binall, Imt mut tigtiics of a maW iii a long 
douli, and two females with large hats and luffs, of the tune of 
rJif'ahelh, Below them, and o\er two smaller brasses, containing 
gioups of children, nine in each, is this insiiiption: 

J&orc tit ot Carter* latr ot tt^ i^Di 

tm ; hu tii em pt l^ati i$»m 4 wtneo, ann Attaiiis;|« 
tcr0 1 ann he « necont). hr inrue ^ iKonri? mi 4 
{^e toao huiirn 6f9uaUi9t» >i8B. 

Oti miotlicr stab, close to the tbniier, is a smalt Bras? of « fetsalei 
t?ith an indent ft>r a male fiiture, whirl) is now gonet: tbe ittscr^ 
•ion records the name IRBell’i Ca^», 8ttlidti!«|tol(Rc{lri' theli»o 
•iier died (he eleventh of Apifl, 1628. Some frag)iientat)r;^at^^, 
with the anaja of SaiAy, Dalaumr, fee. remtiia id « ItMhMr. 
■f tha north 4i8l#. The Chtt!tli'<3«t6 is exiensiw, and 4oii^8^ 
•tany tombs and sefmlciirdl memorials; the must reuiaikable of 
VoL.VII. Ai'niL, 18CK), T these 
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thcjic is \vithiu a mclosed bv iron rails, at the end ilic 

south aisle. It displays an ebyj^tit sarcophagous, haviu;: a circle in 
front, siirroiuidhig a section of n Saxon buildiui!:, with the motto, 
SuihUlor Amlckm: alw)ve this, on a circular marble (ablet, is a I>as'- 
relief of atihifant Hymen, wimping, his torch in vcr(c< I . This as 
executed in memory of Mrs. Elizareth CR.vwroKj), of Kings 
Jjingiey, who died in April, at the age of forty-two. 

LANGLEY BMIY, the scat of Long Kinsimni^ Esq. was built 
by the Lord Chief Justice llaymoiul, about the time ofChaiies 
(lie Second. It stands on elevated ground, risiug from the wi?st 
bank of the Gade Uivi*r, ami nearly opposite' to Huuton Bridge. 

RUSSEL FARM, a pleastmt seat about two miles north from 
Watford, was the residence of Lady Anne Capel, on uliosc death 
it became the }iropcrty of the Earl of Esstn, and lias been let to 
(ienerai Ross, who was in the Ivast Indies with the laic brave and 
luuchdamented Marquis Coniwalli<. 

About two iniles north from Watford is the GRO\ E, now the 
property and chief reskleuce of Hiomas Villiers, Earl of Clarciuloii ; 
it was formerly the estate of the as ttppears frrjni an 

mscriptioii prcservecl by Weever/ in memory of John llevilon, Esq. 
who died in 1400; and Francis, one of whose descendants was 
Sherilf of Herts in the iwcntyhfth of Elizabeth : ofthis fainiK, 
also, which the same wilier mentions as oi singular note and dev 
merit in other parts of this kingdome,*' was Sir William Heydon, 
who lost his life in tJie ilbconcert<'d expedition to the Isle of Rhe, 
III The Grov^ ryas alterwards jmssessed by the Hamptons, 

of Btickingbamslnre, and trom them it passer! through sevenil fa- 
milies, by purchase and othenvii^, to the Hydes, Earls of Cbren- 
dob, the desrendants die *great Lord Clumcellor Hyde, (he 
Historian of tbe'CiviJ \\ mi. 

The mansion inhaj^l by Lonl Clarendon is an irregular struc- 
ture of brick, 3 tan|^ on the \eesl side the Gade, in a rarkalmut 
tliree mlivM j« d^^rinifereiice, amT through which tJie river Hows in 
a divided The priudpat apartmaitii contaht a very valua- 

ble 
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We eoltcctibn of orijjmtil fvoftrsiits, clite% of the of Jaiiw 
the First and Cliarlcs the Flr^t ; a» well as a few flue copies from 
the first masters. Matty of Ihe^ painttog^ were Imm^ht from 
Oonihiirv, the seal of the EWis of Clareiuloii, in Ovforddiire, 
la the Hall is a wlioie length, hi hliirk, ofFRtNn^J, I-/ml 
C’ottiugton, by Vaad^rk. lltTs Xolfietiiaa was CliaHoeHor ami 
malcr Treasurer of the Exchecpicr in the reign of Cuuileslhe 
First’ he wu^ also, Master of the (Joart of Wards, thercveniKS 
of which he greatly increased. He dic<i at V.dtadoiid, in ^pain, 
wlutiier he luid retired during the Civil Warsj ahont lW‘ \car 10' ">U 
in his sevenls -seventh )ear. 

E^rl of Kinnoi l; Vatidyck; whole length, in armour. 
Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia; Ohl Jamen: ditto, hihlaik. 
Mar^i is or IlcRTFORD ; Viuidyck . ditto, in armour. 
Jerome Wkston, Ctrl of Portland, sou of the LordTrea- 
simT Portland; whole leneth, in black, lias Nobleman was a 
peison ot iiiaceful accompMm^enfs, and v\ell skilled in naval iit^ 
fairs, he died In March, 167)2, 3. 

The other portraits in the Hall are those of Qi EE?? Eltea- 
BtTii’ James the First; Cecil, Lord Burleizjh; Robert, 
Eul of ^alMmrv, Ids son; Lord CKANCKLiaiu Clvremion; 
Envv^RD* Carl of Jersev ; and John, Earl pf Rorhestev: artlNts 
imknown. litre, also, are copies, from Vamlyck, of /l/gcrnon, 
Eail ot NorthmnberlHnd; tlie Pr/wee of Pama; aiid Uem^ Caijf 
Lord raikhiiid. 

In tlic kSWou? is a curious beSd nfAWE HtHF, Duchess d 
YoA, by Sir Peter Wy; and half lengths of her daughters 
QrcKN Mary, and QoEEwr Anne* 

William i uk Third; small whole length, in anuour 
James the Second; portrayed in a lar^je wig. 

Edward Hyde, M of daremlon; Su Peter Lrly. «Thc 
virtue of tin* Earl of Clarendop,'^ ssivn (inmger, was of too stub- 
Horn a iialure fbr ttk' age of Cluirles the Second* CouW lie hnvt 
t»ef« cDUfeut to enstavis tniltiDns, he might have Jieru mote a wo 
•rardi titan ttor unprineol) King; but he Jid not op)y Ip^ npoa hine 
'^11 M ^uaidian of the law^ ami lil>ot^ies ot' his country, bm 

T 2 * ‘ 
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had a pride in lus nature tliat was above vice, and chose rather to 
be a vktini hhnself, than to sacrifice Ms integrity. He listd only 
one part to act, wliicli was that of an honest man ; and he was a 
much greater, perhaps a happier man, alone,, and in exHe, thaii 
Charles the Second tipon his throne.^ 

Henry, Eari of Clarendon, ^ii of the Lord Chancellor, v^hen 
a youth; Lawuence, Earl of Rochester, his brother. Lord High 
Treasurer in the reign of James the Second; and Lady llocm:&- 
TER, first wife of Lawrence; a head. 

Lady Charlotte Hyde, delineated as in the dress of Marv, 
Queen of Scots. 

Dvcmess of Quehnsbyry. 

Jane, Countess of Essex. 

Catherine of Braganza, m the dress in which slic arrived in 
England. Her hair is disposed in formal curls: her gown h black, 
w ith slashed sleeves, point rulflt's, and Inindkerchief. Her fart Inn* 
gale is large, with a laced petticoat ; ant! in lier left hand are gloves. 

Besides the above |H>rtraits, the Saloon contains two small, but 
very beautiful pictures, by Stubbs, of a Bull of the small India 
breed, bred by Lord Clarendon; ami a Hbmg also the projK^rly 
of his LDrdsliip; the latter, for drawing, anatomy, and colorij)g, 
is hardly to be surpassed. 

In the Dramng-Room, among others, are portrait^ of Lady 
Clarendon, tlaughter of Sir Thomas Ailesbury, and M'rond wife 
to the Loid Chancellor Chtreudoti; Sui Thomas Aif.Esni rv, 
and Lady Ailesbury: all by Vandyck. 

James Stl \RT, Dukeof lUchmoud; Vandyck. whole length, 
in black. 

Mary, Duchess of Beaufort, daughter tD Arthur, Lord Ctipel , 
Sir Peter I-ely. 

Thomas Howard, l^ri of Arundel, the father of the Viuu 
in England:*" whoJe^A^i; Vandyck. 

Lady Henry Capel; the Poet Waller, 

represented s^||^hH|[ Sir Geoefrey Palmer ; all by Sir Peter 
Lely; the very fine. Sir GedEBrey was ap emiuent 

||iwyeri» friend to tlie Lord CImneeUor Cbreiidom 

IW 
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lit was imprisoned in tlje Tower by Cromwell; but, after the 
Kestoration, was made Attorney Ge»eral> and Chief Justice off 
Clw^ster. 

The Lord Keeper Coventry; Com. Jansen: one of the 
finest pictures ever executed by that artist lii this Room are 
also two Sacchanallan Pieces, by Lanerst, 

la the DmingRoon is a whole-length of William Villiers, 
Viscount GranJi&on, in scarlet; Vandyck. Thk Noldeman was a 
very active supporter of the Royal Cause, and died at Oxford, iii 
1643, of the wounds wbidi he received at the siege of Bristol. 

Okouge ViLLiERS, Diike of Buckingliaui; wliok-letigth, in a 
curious worked dress; Com. Jansen. 

William, Earl of Pembroke; and Philip, Earl of Pembroke 
and Montgonieiy; bo tit wdtole-lengllis; by VandjTk. 

Loin a«d Lady Cornelry; Sir Peter Lely: the foriner in a 
purplish brown ; the latter in yellow. 

I-AOY D'AlbignY; Vaudjdc , in pink. 

Coi NT OB Borghb; a head m armour; Vandyck. 

James Stanley, Earl of Derby, with Im Countess, and 
Child; whole-fengths; Vaudyck; thk is a very noble picture. The 
luuiis portrayed ill black; the Countess in white satin; and the 
Child in a ilusky red. The Earl w as bellied after tlie battle of 
Worcester, in H>r;l, in violation of a primps of /quarter. This 
picture i> mentioned both by Walpole and Gmhgeh 
Silt John iMinns; very fine, in in One hand a glove; 

V'iUidyck. ^ . 

Loud (hiHiNu; an adminible head, in armour; Vmidyck. 

1- U)Y Baubara VilLIERS, joluiged daughtci of the Dnehe^s 
»f C!e\ eland, in a Killfs dress. 

PiULie VxLLiKBS, de LJsle Admu, Gical Prioi of Fitirice, 
nd fjiand M»nter of IVWta; with the date l^:u 
Over the Stair-case in a eorious picfuie of the Duke of 
A xoNY und the niwl 011 the half- 

ugUis nf JoRljt Selbon, Esq. and Sir Henry S^elmAn- 
In the k n fine fulbtength ^pfaure of iJio Duke of 

*ONMOf|?TBt in annour, arcompunied by a man, who appears 

T3 like 
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like a pUNulii^ <o flie Netlicriantb on a globe; awl 

atiollier im picture of « Lanytr, name imkuouii, appaieullj/ of 
l!ic time of CroimvcII, with a book, papers, &c» 

It greatly r('tloun4s to the honor of H* rtforiJsJiire, Hat most ot 
Hs I'esident uohiiilv consider the pioniotiaii of iigticalture ;4^ a pti- 
inary obie<*t of pursuit, ami lienee almost every park, or pkasurts 
ground, is connected with a fanw. Among tliOM? whose ni door is 
most alive in tljie ihrtheianec of this truly }>iaricMtk system, muhl 
be ranke4l tlic I^rl of Clarendon, whose knowledge of the seienee 
being Ibuotkd on the basis of experiment, has tendered fife en- 
deavours einiueiiUy sueccssfiil. The quantity of land whieb his 
Lordship has now iu cultivation, mclmles about (HR) acres ; and as 
the prevailing soil is a sharp gravel, the skill and industry necessary 
to reiwler it productive, must be of a superior descriptam. 

On this fmin, about lOO acres are eveiy year laid dovm iji^ artb 
licial grasses, wiiicii remaiti ibr teeiJing aud tor cuitiitg :4l|)ring 
three years; in which time, from live stock, particularly 8be<(^>, 
being kept upon them, they are so wdl dressed, that, on itreaklBg 
them up at th^ espiraiioH of tltat )H;riud, three good crops of 
corn are taken fmm them in succet^n, without any other dressing, 
provided the seasons arc iavorabk. The rotation is genenilK 
oats, wheat, and barley; l>ut tliis is stnnclintes varied by tin* hitro- 
ductioH of pease. By pursuing this system, the other parts of the 
lavid cau be rlressed more highly ; and a greater munber oi’ sheep 
is admitted to lie kejrt. 

In tlie manageii'eat of the slwep stoik, InaLoiddiip geiieiailv 
purchases the best Ryolami ewes that can be procuted, about Mi- 
chaelmas, or soou times sooner; U> these a hnge-sired ram is )Mif, 
sometimes a la-K ester, and sometimes « rapt of a crotned biewl, 
but always a weil-diaiH'd imuiMil. I'lw etn,®# commonly cost from 
tvventy-iue to twcfitj-H-wsHi shiUings a-hcad ; the lamb sells for at 
least tlie prime cost <.l the ewe ; aod the ewe ialteus at the same 
time, and is sold within the year, tor not legs thantWirty sbiJiiujSH. 
ihc mutton is uot|||^iOi to any, and the decceis <if a very supe- 
rior dcsciiption. Doireisltire eVlee are ptnehased,, tor 

^ ^sake of early lauibs; and orcaaiosali^ stniie westcni 

cues 
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for tl>f })uvjK>se of wrijjlir in iiic U«bs, wlncli facilitates the 
with the couttiry hiittiiers. If the h are ansMise tan, 
Hie bml>« ttiul et^es are ^oW es won m tl>e> aic lit lor the in iiket. 
Ub Lorffefi5j)V ijtock of tieer b j'eweiaHy fiowi a;>0 to anil of 
llie^e a fen hiace are aouuall) falteneil for sule, Coosulerable at* 
leutiou I'j abo «»nru lo the fioultiy; awd ^eese, tin kies, i*uineu* 
fonh, ducks, kc. are bred heie in ulmudarK e, A couijiMe rar- 
jienrei’s jani fotnis fwirt of the lariiuo" CHtaliiishuif nl; and the 
^hole is conducted with the ijn^ale^t libiTah'^ »njd judgment. 

C4SHK>r»lliy, oue of the Inau'iful seats of (u /e Capil 
Couiu^>^hY, I'.ul ot nsst%, nas bujutih pautl of the lands ot M. 
Alhaifs Ahhe;^, to niiieli it had t>eui ^Ken by the Memau kiueOi- 
fe, \fui ttie Dissolution, this Manor na** ^ranted, h^ Ueni\ tiie 
rai»iith, lo iluhaid Moiisoo, Hmi. uho ciuploud in mans Siuie 
affaire bj that Sov < 1012 * 11 , amidwdalSiui'^buigh, lu ] »>0. Ilisarand- 
^Qii, Sir (Jharles sMoiinoii, Bait, uho was eieated Kn%hl ol the Bath 
at tlic CoroualioH of CIkoJcs the IV^I, iinriieil Mai\, ^tcomi 
daughtci to Baptist Hicks, \ iscount Canipdini, li> whom he had 
an only datu>h><r, FJi/aheth, who <oii\esed Hie inheiilaiMe of the 
Morbous, m niapage, to Atthiir, Loid ( a|Hl, of lladliam, iii tlu’s 
<oimty, tiom wh%i) the pres-eut iknl b <}e><em!ed, 

Ihe ('a|Md fain9} s^^le long stated a1 *sloke\(>luKh hi Sulfolk, 
on a iirauor ol own n.mu, Sr William ('apel, who had at* 
tuiued (Oiisiderable afHucnce h;;^ tiade, v^as Lord Ma\or ol lAnidoii 
lu IjOJ . his lie lies having leiidemi iiiio u fit object lor plunder in 
the estimation of Empsoin and Dudic}^ the miscrenit miuion» of 
Henrj’ the SevenHi, he was obliged lo jwy a fine of *2000L and 
some M*ar$ afterwanb again railed on for a stimdai sum , but 
refusing to subruil to tbb sccoiul imposition, he w.is iinjuboiad in 
the Tower till the Kings dentin He died in 1509, and as mu* 
eceded by his son (ieorgCi who was kmghled in the scsentli of 
Iknry the Eighth^ aiul nceoiitpanied that Monarch to Fmncc, 
w’ber«<, willi other Knights, lie cbailengcil all cottiers to exeicises 
in arms duHag tWrtj days. In tlie twenlioth of flie snttto reign, 
ho WHS SherW # Halts and Es^ex ; and four afitorwHrdSi he 
again iillenxfod ihi^'Kiug hi an excursi^u to Calais and Jfoulogue* 

T i Edward, 
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Edward; bis successor, was knigliled in tbe second of Elmbetb, 
and lirag also Sheriff of Iwth counties* Henry, bis son and lieir, 
was knighted in the twcntj-seveutli of the same Sovereign, and 
was Siieriii'of Herts; as was also his successor^ Arthur, who was 
knighted in 360:3. His grandson, and successor, Arthur, was 
Member for Hurts in two Parleinieuts, in 1639, »nd 1(;40. In 
the ensuing year, he was ereiUed Baron Gapel of Hadhain, by 
Charles the First, to whose causi^ he was zealously atlaclicd, and 
in whose sen ice he lost his life, being bebeacied by order of the 
Parliament, for his obstiimte defeiKe of Cokhester, in IVlaidi, 
16*38-9. Arthur, his sou, was, after the Restoration, restored to 
the family possessions, and created Viscount Malden, and Earl ol’ 
Essex, by Cbarles the Second, in April, . In I670, he was 
sent Ambassador to Denmark, where he bravely supported llte 
honor of his country, and refused to low er his colours, though fired 
on by the Governor of Croningberg Castle to oblige him to com- 
ply; and for which act the Ooveruor was aften^ards compelled to 
beg pardon on Iii.s knees. In 1 672, lie w^as appointed Lord Lteu- 
lenanl of Ireland; and iii 168O, made first Commissioner of the 
Treasiny.* Algernon, his son, the sc^coiid Earl, married Mary, 
claugliter of William Bcntinct, Earl of Portland. William, the 
third Earl, his successor, died in Jannar\% I7 K3, leaving one son, 
(l»y his .second wile, daughter of Wrlothc^lcy, Duke of BiMlfojd,) 
W illiiim Arme Holies, the late Eiwl, who died in March, 3799, 
George, his eldest son, and sutce>stjr, the ))rescnl Em I, assumed 
the name of Coningsby, ori’'succce<ling to the estates of his gi and- 
mother, Frances, daughter of Tlioiuas, Earl Coningsbj. 

The family Mansion at Casbiol>iiry is a spanous eclifae, plea- 
santly situated in jui extensive and Well-wootled Park, through 
which flows the river Gade; and acro.ss whkb, by the genennus 
consent of the Earl, has been carried the Grtuid Junction Canal. 
The House was originally begun in the time of Henry the Eigidh, 
by Richard Morison, Esq. aud completed k tik that age, 

by life son, Sir Morjson. It has since ifeen grnitly altcM it 

and impm’^rn^nknktly under tlm direction of tW lutsait no- 
ble owner;, s^>)idaks a iiqntkT of elegant together 

wilfi 
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Will a kind of clofeter, the HJiidows of which have been \ciy m* 
a^tUl^ onianu'uted witli painted glass, executed m a suptiior 
style. In its general apjiearaiice, tlie wliole Mansion, with its 
offices, lias the charactei of a castellated dwelling, 

Man) of the pictures, winch onianient tlie moms, me of the 
fist ilegiee ot merit: the following aie among the most eminent. 
Ill the Diunii'^Koofn is A 1 .GBRKON# r>.irl ol Northumberlaml ; his 
daughter, J'jazABE'iH, widow of Arthur, fn*t Lord Cape!, with 
a sou and a daughter; Sir Peter JLcly ; and Algernon, second 
Euil of Essex, in armour, standing near a table, on ehithi»his 
hchuit. the two latter pidUHb L.t serj fine. 

In theiw/;K/f3^ are portraits ot ^Irs.StrakgeWays, }ounge4 
daughter to Artimi, second Loid CajK‘1; Su Petei lady. Lajuy 
Ann, aadlxmi) Pbrcx'; lull lensflhs; b> Vand>ck. th^ Earl and 
^'‘ocNTBS.s 01 Claeendov, veis hue, in one piect , Sir iVter 
Ldx : H«d .sexeuil others of the faimiy. The chimues -piece w or- 
imo^ented uith tine caning, by tadibons; as is that also <»t an ad- 
joiiung apaitincnf, whcie there isa \uy /me iipicsentatioa 01 Diad 
<tame and Floweis, with Fruit aid Sluil> m fcsioom, tVe. b\ the 
^ahie exteileiil ailist la this hilki *oom ate also the iolhming 
pi( tines, 

SiH riiABLr& IIanrury WuuaMo, Kfiaht of the 
father of Frances, first wife to tale Fail of Es&t \. wliose 

portrait, willi llial of his lAidy, aic also iu this "apart m(‘ul (lie two 
last are binall llnet-Hpunler lengths, by >Sii Joshua Ib siiolds, An- 
iHUi, th'st Lord (’a|)el, with Im Lady, Biibabeth, dan^hter 
to Sir Cluttle^ Moiisop, Btirl, and their children , a louf pRtuje. 
(iKOKGE, dte fifth Eiidj pifsent IauI iifZ^v\, and ins Ci>t i i:>s, 
full lengths, Miudh 

In the Omxvi^Wis^h supeib ir aumeni, me lour frame% 
cont^tuuing a €Otisit|erable iiumlRn* of uuv iHnuitzfu! ilL/ouo/res by 
tlie proeul <’f Essex, fioni ongutats In the fiid msmtor!$; 

many of extremely fine, posM sMiig the greak d delicacy 

and htiiinoi|^^i)tf^o combiiicMl witluiici^th, expicssipn, «tnd 
briilimfey* m Dwtwiof^Po^t kA ot the 

Yitlgia and Chal^% 11^^^ By Carlo 



S<?5 


KKRTFOED.^iMlRK 


Dolci, very fine; h’vo aumll \i<n\s, In CaiiakMi; actual! 
liy Vander Velde; a I^uxlMfUfje, hvCiamsbotougb, chiefly coiv^Kr$i^ 
cd of a niliaw tf<n' oi i\so, and m oak, with a couple of cows, >ct 
fonimig a \er\ hejuitiiul i>ict4ire; and a Lands(a|>e, byWomer* 
ixmas, 

Tke Sinu Bed- Room w decor*ited with Woe and white funiitnre, 
md huii^ with (iobelin tapi^stry, dii^htykig a Village lea^t, ii<Mn 
iVaicib; Making \r, TWh a|WtRieiii has a lou h»o<, 

paiiitetl a tke »/uie ; the apjHjr pait gilt, with a eorouet , o\er 

the door k a welbe^ecuUnl Find and Flowti Piece* In 
ChuiL \ Jlmrn k a fulWeugtb of ClI VRLKS THE Fiusr, ^tamhrtg 
against a j/llar, by Vandjtk: Co? ntess ov Ranki u.ii, lhr*u - 
quarters; Sir Godfrey KiwHei : Fliree Chikhen of (*hai!e?^ the 
First, V>y Vaml2»’ck: Charles the Se< om>, a head, by Sir Pt - 
ler Lely: and two beautiful Female Portraits, by tlie same artist, 
names tinknow'ii- 

Tbe Park is between tlxtee and four miles iu circuiufcreiice, and 
affords some rich scenery, ami noble timber* Tlw walks aie said 
to base been originally laid out, ami tlie woods planted, by ilie 
famous Le Notre; but tiiey havealnce been greatiy improved and 
enlarged. The pleasuu^giouiids are ei^tensise, and base retuiUy 
nndeigone some Judicious ahemtions. 

WATFORD. 

Previous to die Conquest, Watford foimed part of Cai^hoe, 
or Cashio, and, induded under that af^pellaiion, waigneo by King 
0fla to tlwe Abbey of St Alban, to which iit , continued attadied 
till the time of the Dissolution, when the Stewardship of this, and 
mother adjacent manors, uasgiien to Jc^ JUid Russel, of Mie* 
Hies, ui Buckinghamshire* James tl)O.Pirst, ki iSm seventh of kts 
reign,"* granted Watford to the Lbf^i Clmtwdloe Egerton^ BaFou 
of Ello^mdre, in whose descendimt^ tiie Dtikea0*|hhigewater, it 
mmiued Wted till abonj the year 17ti0, wheuXtfei to the 

thou 


^ Salman*! Heriq p. 10&, 
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Hien Earl and fo now the property of lii§ descendant, tlie 

pl5e«enl Eiifl , 

The Afjholsof St Alban^ li^^Pltrious i^vikgis granted lo ti^m 
for tliia manor, by dirterent Sovereigiw : the charter of the market 
was bestowed by Henry tlie Fiist; a**d Edward the Fourth gnve 
them liberty to hold two ihir» ammally. 'Oie Market-IIousir k u 
hnig building, cast above, ami s«prM:>rted on wooden pillari 

bineuih. The quantity of com soM here is very great; and tin? 
nuniber of shee|i, cows, calves, bogs, Occ, is propdrlionahle. The 
l><>li<e of the town k Under the diicdioii of resident wsd neighbour* 
ing magistrates.^. ••, .u ^ 

The Cliiarh ia a very spacious buildittg, dedicated to the Vii^u 
Mary, and consists of a nave, »isW«, wiwi chancel, with a inassivo 
embaitiml tower at the west end, alwut eighty feet high, termir 
hated by a small rising to the lidglii of about twenty more. 

nave is divided frcun the aWes by six pointed arches op emk 
lide, with ' ]dam nunddings, vesting on m tagonal columns ; above 
■Ibe. archest are the same uuinher of obtuse-beaded wiudows. The 
ihoof is of a cheukir fbmi; tlw: sti|^u>rlers rest on half figures, sus- 
taiiimg shiekis. IV diaueeK which appears of a more recent date 
than the nave, opens from die latter b\ a large imipted arch. The 
east window ks divided by inuEions kito seveial compsnrtmeats; but 
the light is obscured by a latge albu-^ptece of oak, o^ed iii the 
.st>!c of James the het'oiid^s time. 

Dll ih<‘ north swie of the chancel is the Chapel, or 
of the Mormnki and now of the Essex 
among two very fine m^hmeiifs, by 

Nicholas IlmbilV 1^, %%hick ItWDed ugainst the south wall, 
is a atateh Si« Charles Moat son, Kpt. 

of CasIwobutyVwlW hi 1iw hity^fiist year, in Ma^h, 

'Hue upiJer and eential part consists of a ptyliment and caiioliyj 
le^kig mi Cprjnduaii ^liliars : beiow the canofi} is die elfigies of 
maible. He is rejiu seiited as a Kn%ht in 
W |(SI(WibeiJt |i|q«ntsoii, uiUi his on. u 

mjitiie pdi^miel ot his 

^ du Ills muMnc.'fe.;' mi 
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his neck^ a large rafi'. Loose, but staudittg bdiuid h& 
helmet, with a plume of feathers; and above him is a Latin in- 
acription ill two romparlinents. front of the tomb is anolhei 
iiiisci*iptioii, similarly dis|X)sed; and under the cornice of the c^o- 
jiy arc the words, Non Ihmi serp^ ulata Virtns. At each end, 
under a canopy of flowing drapery, dependant from a ring, is a 
figure kueding on a cushion. These j:epr«seiit tiie son and daugh- 
ter of Sir Charles: the former is habited as a Knight, with a sasli, 
ruff, peaked beard, and whiskers.*; the lady has a mff also, and 
has on a long cloak, fastened over the breast by a cordon, which 
h tied across tiio middle, aiul hangs dow n in tassels * 

Tl»e other motmnieiit of Stone’s workmanship, is on the opjiosite 
side, agahi^t the noitii wall: this was cre<:tw hi memory of Sir 
Charles MoRisoji, fiart. and Knight of ;ibe Bath,* son ot tlte 
above Sir Charles, by Mary his lady, 5(xoiid d*4ug!it^r of Baptist 
flicks. Viscount Campdem In its/geiieral fonu it iMimilm to 
the former: tlie catippy is supported ^y Corinthian pillam of 

niar%|^ 

^ ’Xliis m^amcrit, as appeal^ from the pocket- book of Nkhofes Stone* 
quoted by '^afpole, cost besides /* four pieces^'p^ys tfie sculp- 
tor, ** given lae to drink. The J-atiii inscriptions are toVthc following 
iniport:--^To tlie virtue, bonpur, and ithmonal meiniory, of the dearest 
and most respected man Sia Charles Mo Rl^ON, Knf; heicdhary 
Impropriator of thi«> Chmch, and Founder of this C hapcl, the most be- 
loved and best of laihers, dmrks Monson^ Kiir. ai|d Bart, a most af- 
fectionate Son, piously and teveicntly dedicated t|i|f Jdonwmt lu, Uic 
Ib^ dutyof lo^e and dosotion* to a \ery detwJttg aswi ace«>mpluhtd 
Parent, m the most certain hope oi a glorious and biessid Jlesurrtction. 
He married Dorothy, the daughter of Nitholas Ctork, 12sq. by uhom 
he liad two children, now hvinr , Chailes, above meit^kmed, an only son ; 
and Bridget, an <?lty daughter, betrothed to the qaeit noble Robert, 
Earl of Sussex. on the JOth of March, m tlie hifiy-first 

year of his lather, Sir the most 

.ge»€rous of Mf^p y^s skilled ui ell the inorc iiioble Litera- 
ture ; and Embassies to the German |itx»pereif«t* d^her 

CluistiilPjHm!^ executed his trust with thegltaieiaireuown^His 
f l^ usti louN Xttrfy dm^py ef JMju* loed Huwey* 

■Wiage Couiuess of^ Kdlhindi ef 
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inatbk, with wreaths of flowm below the capitals. On the tomb 
beneath^ are tlie figures of the Baronet and hislKid v, m \Ujite mar- 
ble, most exquisitely sculptured 'Fhc former, who i-* lepu ciUed 
in armour, is reclining on his side, liis right elbow irstina; on a 
cushion, and his hand placed on a skull he has a peaked beaid, 
and whiskers* Hi» lady is lying recumbent, with her hearl on ,i 
double cushion, and has on a veil, iumed l)ack over her forehead, 
round her neck is a ruff. Her sleeves are purfled , and one hand 
hoUK an outward robe, vihfch is fastened to her boddia b) a 
diamond-headed pm. Tlie folds of the drajiery, s\b!< h en\ elopes 
her feet, aic very finely managed. She has a smiling tonnt< im/k e, 
that of the Baronet k more composed and thoughtful. At the 
ea4 side, on a lower base, are tlie figures of a youth, and a bo\, 
kneeling on cushions: both have rufls; and the former an outwutd 
cloak, and a sword At tlie west side is a young lady, also kneel- 
ing on a cushion, uith flowing drapery, extending Indiind her fiead, 
and brought up and fastened oser her left bieast by a diamond 
broach , round her neck, a luff. hei hands are broken off, but 
have been raised as in prayei. The inscriptioas are in Latin, 
and very long. Sir Charles died in Apiil, 102 vS, about a week af- 
ter lie had completed bis forty-first year. The exjicnseof execut- 
ing this monument was 4001.^ 

In the middle of tlie cemetaty are two large tombs with effigies, 
both deserving notice, tboui^ not so finely wrought as those that 
have been described. That towards llie east was erected in memo- 
ly of the Lady Bkiuget, Countess Dowager Bedford, wJio 
died at the a^e of mmtyfise. In January, lOoo. Her figure, 
well sculptIDred M iidabmaler^ lies ou the tomb ; the bead n sting on 
an ornamented aixd between the feet a fruiMne, with a 

rein-deer below, lier neck is a i off; on her head a close 

cap, and coroni^^ jSlte lias on a large loose cloak, reachingtober 
teet, and fastehod across ficr bosom . the handn are broken off^. 
but have b^ tamd as in prayer. From the sides of the tomb, 
the out in it square projection; and on eadi is a 

bulfsi/vd 


* 1788. Voj. ». p a. 
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HRile in rttmaur, kiMvli^R on n et^hfon* Itowiifl 

the tomb ate vimous JshiekN of ‘airiiv; sind at tli^ r4st rad a long 
teftdtiplHin ill niemoi> of tJie roaijIfHs ♦ 

Hie westemnio'^t tomb conrineinorafea the mttm$ of ** Hie 
Honorable Luh Damk Llijsabeth RnsivEiyi., daughter 
Itnd sole hoire of' If nrie of Shmgav,'^ hi Camiirklgeshire, 

and wife of Wilitavu Lord Rmsell, of Thomlmiigh, ^oit of Franrh, 
Siati of BisdibrrI : she died i&t tlieagf of foUy-lhree, hi June, l(>J K 
Her ligui’e is Kf^u tmted in a ver^' hearv long cloak and ficHicoaf, 
with a close IwKldtce bnttomd tkiwn the nftddfe. Her hemi n*^f3 
on a cushion, which, as well jh the face, and the whole dress, has 
been painted : at her feel h a coronet and Uoa. 

Among the other niemoiials here, are two TnW(/^ asraiiHt the 
south wall ; one of these records the cliaracfer and tiiornorv of 
* Tl«? IioKOKABl*E JouN I^iRHKS, second SOD of G<wgt\ fhrrtl 
Ear! ofGranard, Admiral of the Flc^t, aiKlficiienilof Marines, who 
dietl at die age of eighf\-two, in March, Iffhl * the other is in coin* 
fnfeuuimtion of his L*)dv, * flic Uighf HoniwaWe Mar^ ratings, 
daughter of third Eirl of by thf‘ l^ily Jf/m Jffikp 

damrhter of tbiiiih Eari of (.lareiwlon, anil second F*siri of 

Rocliester/ Wi am A\ne-HoI4.f> C \ mht son of the aliote 
Wiiiiani, and fourth F^irl of Evsex, was also btmed to this rente* 
lary in March, iFJlJh appear^ by the Ri^j^ter ; thoiigli m Iwe^ 

tnoriai 

^ Parr efthh is as fallows. S! v dau^>hfer of hJiii, f^ord Hus* 
»ef, and war thrice nnrned ; fusi to Sn Kuhard Morlioiit Knf» then 
to Ed\var(^ Manne^rs, Earl o( RutUtu! duidly, tV Ftam'yi* RuvM‘ 1, F;url 
of Bedford : slie hnd is^ue <jnly by hti itisr btldned, oHc son^ 1 harlc# 
Ahuizon, Knt. and two dau^durr^ ; tfw one'natmd ’^^hKU, itiiU 
timrned to Edward, Lord Husm 1, eldCM <Km to her ^^t huNband, tlie 
ilul of rU’dfwd; and afttrvartl* n afilfd to 4^hur> i^tml Grey tf 
Wilton, iaihcT to Tbmnas Grey; the oihiJir daughter^ named 
Ivhiabtth, was tirtt marned to W tllmm Nurreys, ibis and h.eir ap- 
parent to tieur^tbrd No.-reys, and father in Fraiieya Ibg iwwc l/)rd 
Norreyt,, at ihh Monumtmf was licr »ole 

elteodor anij| J|ip i><iwy j wlta hath inairied ibn I^dy Bridget 
^u^ter t^i^ard, Earl of Oxford j+ Eluabi^th, the 

ct{|||^aag|jp^t rnatnej Henry Chmnn* Eiudof tinculm 
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iRorial been ewtecl to Itis memorv Oii a slab of biec^'ia, iti 
llie pavement, are figures m Brnn of fhiee servaat'* to the Mori*, 
fious, the time of laim^n the Vitai, 

In the nave ami mk^ of* the Church, aie many olhei Sepuldual 
iiieinomis; several of the Eurr^, of the Lea, in this parish, aie ill- 
ten cd below the aitai stejvs; and in tlie south atslc me shbs in 
memory of Sir WiUium liackj Bait, who died in August, 1717, 
aged Six -two; franen, his daughter, who died at the age of 
thirl Y-oiie, tn November, 1713; and Sir Cyirlcs Bt4ck, Birt, his 
son, who died in June, 17 '^9^ the age of ihirtv-sex . The foL 
lotting eiMtaph, which api^ars oa 4 tablet ot white iiiaible on the 
south wall of the nave, was wTiUeii by Dr. Johnson. 

Ill ihe Vault below arc dcp<«iteJ the Wcmains of 
JANE BELL, Wife of JOHN BELL, Estj. 

Uho, in the TiBy- third AVir of her Age, 

Surrounded with many worldly Ble^^ngs, 

Heard with Fortitude and Composure truly great, 
llie liornbk Malady which haa for some lime begau to afflict hei, 
IVonounced fin urable ; 

And for more tlwii ibn^e A^ears 
Eodured wnh Patience'* and concealed with Decency, 

T he daily Tortures of giadu il Death, 

Continued to duide the Homs n* i ilbtted to Devotion, 
Between the Cares of het Family, and the Convene of her Fuends ; 
Rewarded ilte Attendance of Duty, 

And acknowledged tJie Ofik es of Affection ; 

And white die endeavoured to alleviate, by Chccrfolwect, 

Her UuibandA Suffering and Sorrows, 

£iietea^ed ikn&m by her UratHude-for hi> Care, 

^ Add bet Seclude for hts Quiet * 
oto ^ of these \Armes, 

a« more fiimiharly knoven, 

TWs fiiUbiiument U tneted by 

JcOlIlt BlbiL 

*rbfe Cihutli h etWdM nMh peu^ and galleries: ihe orguu- 
gnllery is i^ery »tid tn^orted on four Coriathimi. loiimmv ; 
tteygtnt ig WdUhtcHied. At tie lasl end of tbesmthaye, are 
^ labkU, 



HERTFOBDSHrRE. 


%n 

tabUls, numerous benefactions that have been made 

for the use of the poor, kc, of thin parish. 

At the south side ol the Chiuch-jard is a Pne of 

brick, uiih coiuenicut Hpartineuts for a Master and Mistress. 
Tins v\as founded and eudoued by Mrs. El.ttfSABEtU F( Ll.t 4 U, 
ol fVughrd Piate, (\uiicli neatly adjoins the Behooh'y tu the >eur 
1704-, for fotly boss and luenty who ate pmtly clotlied, and 
tauj»ht teuding, wriuiii:, and aritlinietic. The oris;inal endowment'^ 
have Itcen increased by some additional leganes. Tlie go\cni* 
meiit of the School is vested in nine trustees, who ate chosen from 
the most respectable inhabitants of Waltord, a ptefcrence bt iti" 
given to the kindred of the Foutidnsi, a fuIUem^th |>oUrait ot 
whom is preset ved in the Scliotd Koom. This was painted I>\ J 
Woolastoi^ and has the dale 17 OB. she is repiesentcd in widow^ 
weeds, with the Scriptures lying open liy her sidi*, and hei rij*ht 
hand pointing to a lulicJ, with the wokIh, < I>iu}y nad am! pnnlJ<e 
the Holy Bible/ Her countenance expresses a calm and placid 
benignity. 

Watford is a laiire, |K>pulous^ and busy town , the bouM s me 
principally of brick; many of them arc respectable and Icmdsome 
buildaigs; they principally range on the sides of tJie high road, mid 
extend in a north-westerly direction rather mote than a mile. 
The chief employment of the laboring classes is derived from agik 
cultuie; but additional labor is furnished by the thr^mng qf Sdkf 
three Silk Mills having been establKlicd in mid near the town. 
The largest Mill is worked by the wateis of the Colne river; but 
the olkei^ arc worked by horses. Tlic fiopula^ of as 

ascertaiiied under the late Art, was the mifiibot* of ItOtwes 

yfmSgi, 

IHCKMANS^’WS^RTH, or RICRMlfefi^OKTH, 

y ? r ^ ^ 

As it b tailed, «ud vHb » a small 

Biiiritet town,^Ag|jang aiowmooridi sitaalitmatfurfheconfiuenrr 
irftheii»mj^pf,Sn<i CaW, ml a anaA, which flows 
""iJ flaimden, ht TIm! luaiior 
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nas ancient demesne of the Saxon King^, and was given^ by King 
OlFa, to the Abbey at St, AllKUfs, to which it was confirmed by 
surcceeJiog Kings^ and bad the charter of a weekly market, and 
iwo annual gfaitfed it by Henry tlie Third. After the Div 
solution, Edward the Sixtli gave the manor to Ridley, Bishop of 
Loudon: but Queen Mary bestowed it on the fell persecutor 
Bishop Bonner. In ElLzabcth's lime it reverted to the Crown ; 
and was finuHy sold by Charles the Fir»t, and the Six CIciks in 
Chancery', to whom be bad conveyed it as a security for borrowed 
monov, to Sir Thomas Fotbericv, whose son, John, wasSheiiffof 
liciis in llu‘ foiuib of Charles the Second. This family became 
ovtiurt bv the dreadful event of its |>ossessor, son of the last-men* 
t niK'd gentleman, l>eing sv^ allowed up, nitli his only daughter, in 
<ii<' great earfliqtrake at Jamaica, in He becpicathcd the 

n.cihHiU of this manor to Im nephew, Temple Whitfield, E-jq. 
nho>(» dcscemlunt, Henry Fotherlev Whitfield, F-sq. is now owner; 
ami wlioic Mansion, called the BUR\% an inegular brick edifice, 
ocaily udjolns tbe Cbuicb-yard on the west side. 

Tin* Charvh k a sjuicious bnihliiiff, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, and consisting of a ime, aides, and chancel, witli a band- 
some embattled lower of hewm fljiits at tfic west end : the upper 
pint of tlie nave is also embaUietl ; and the buttresses are >cry 
drong. On each side the nave aic the jdain pointed arches, 
lidng from round columns, with square windows above, cdcli divi- 
ded into tw’O ticfoil-hcaded liijhts. Be\ond these, extendin^y 
ac ross the spa<*e that apf^eurs to have onginally been the chance!, 
is a large pointed arch; and at the sides, eastward, two other 
arches, xiH-ingiog from octagottal columns, and reaching to the eii- 
tnmee of the present chaitcelir This edifice was repaired in tlie 
1677, and again in the years 1802, and 1805: the large gab 
Iciy which is at the west end, was probably erected about the 
rbimer jieriod. 

Previous to late repairs, a large altar-tomb, in memosy of 
Hbnet Carv, Baron of Le|migton, and Earl of Monmouth, 
stood against the south w*all of the chLurcl ; but being tfabught to 
disfigure the place, it has been removed ; and the beautiful slab of 
V'ot. Vrt June, J8o 6. U black 
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black iD^rbk that covcml it, h tiow appropriated as the altar- 
table, A second slab, ot* black marble, that tos affixed on the 
north side of the tomb, and is inscribed as foliows, has been let 
into the south wall; tostetlier with two fine iciilj>tlires in white 
marble, in Jifcb relic/, of the thiuily atim: 

llerv Ives in ijcfu orajinruJi Re$vjrecca», Ik>dy of y' 

Ihm, llfcNRV C VRV, Baron of LepinUm, Karlc of Mon- 
inowih, (sone to Robert, Earle of Monmoiuii, and Eii?aU*th 
1 revanian, his V\ ife, which Robert was 10th sone to Henry 
Cary, Baron W Hunsdoo.) lie dyed y" ITihof June, An**, 

Dm. inui, aged CO years. He was married 41 years to the 
Lady Martha C4anfktld, eldest davghter to Lionel!, E^irle of 
Midksex; and had by her 10 children, 2 soncs, and b davglt- 
ters, viz. Lianell, the eldest, (never married,) w^as slaine Ano* 

Dni. 1041, at Marston-Moor fight, in his service ; and 

Hcnn/f who died of y* smaU-pox, An**. Dni. ICli), and lyes 
interred at the Savoy e, lie left noe issue, but one sone, since 
deceased, also y® last heire male of this Earle’s fain die. \ « 
davghters w'cre as follows: Anne, Philadelphia, JCli/abeth^ 
Mary, Trevaaiana, Martha, Tlteophila, and Magdaline. — 
Within this place lyes also buryed y* bodies of y* above-na- 
med lloBfcKT, Earle of Monmouth; Elizabeth, Countess 
of Monmouth, his wife; and y* ladies Fhii.aDELFHia, 
Trevakx.ana, TMEoriiiLA, and Macjoaeine Cary; 
and y« bodies of James, J^d Clanoboy, and y* Lady Jake 
Hamilton, his sister, being the Children of y* aforesaid 
Lady Anne Cary, which shee h;td by James Hamilton, Vis- 
count Clanoboy, Eail of Clanbra^ill, of y® Kingdome of Ireland. 

The above Janiep, Visrount Clanoboy e, ^ appears ftom atiotlier 
uiscribcd sUb in the pavement of the dianeel, was bom September 
the seventh, ib42, and died on May the eighth, 1658. 

Agai ist the north ivall ot the diaucel is a tuwral mommmit iii 
lonmiemorafionj^ftK Thomas Fo thebley^ Kill, a Genticinan 
of the Privy ^j^mber to Charles Uie First, and of his son, ami 
^.nanjbon. on the floor, abo records Uxe memory of sc\e- 

ral otbiis family. In the east part of the south aisle art? 

ihice wry i ullar-lotiibs, iudoibiLg tlic miiiains of different in* 
^ dividuals 
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lllviduak of the families of Coke, Salur, and Whufudd^ all of this 
I own. In the north aisle is a very neat nuiral monumcMit in me- 
mory of TlMOTitY Eaiu/K, Ks(|. of IMooivHonse, who died at 
the a£»:e of eij^htv, in May, IT'S?; and of Dorothy, liis wife. A 
in;nhl(‘ (ahlet against the north wall, abo records the nieniorv of 
A liiiiral Wu.liam BLAf>w*ETaM who formerly lived at Money 
Hill, ill this j)iiri-li, and died in March, 178 J, aged ci;^hty. 

Various otln r nimiuniental slabs are inserted in different parts 
of ifn* pavenn nt ; and in the middle of the nave b a stone, that 
was ftinaerlv inlairl with Jlrasses, of w mm standing Letween his 
two wives; hut one of the latter w.<- stolen during the lute repairs: 
heneatii is tliis in'>erij>tion: 


tr iv-cilj bvtif'U vfjdri lh<s Monc 
I he Hoiiy Day 

Aii'l bis t'A’o vvfvrA ,/ '■ I' atxl 

i hi' tisnev f.or<‘ m 'voit 'rhoin: 


AJkv \ / ihe ! 3 th of July, i f 8 

Jonr»o .• th<‘ 6 i;h of A\ 'TV M, s ! q 

,•> 5 ^ / the I 0 i!» of July, Oil 


a hcic Omv, no tlouhf, ha<l ta»th in Christ, t)*r;r 'iru for to loi^t^ivT, 
Aiul tlicy can tt'll, that knew them well, y* jjo >ic they c\\d 


The situation of llieKinersworlh in the vkinilN of st wend streams, 
renders it very conveuienl in trad<w that require the aid of water; 
and several tnills, tin various purposes, luiu’ been erected in its 
neighbourhood* At the entrance of the town from the south; is a 
large cotton ami Hour-mill: a fllock-milK and a silk-mill, have been 
recently built at a liftle distance to the west: and towards the 
north, on the rivulet tliat flows from Cheshain, are several pa[>ci- 
mills; .The manufacture of straw-plat ihrnishes addititural 
einpldynieiit;; to girb and women. The Market* 

House is a ttii^ fabric, snppoited on pillars, and open 

beneath. The marhi^t ^as foiinerly celebrated for its corn trade, 

IJ \? but 


^ Weever, in his Tuneral Mon, p, MH, by a straifj^c perversioji^ has# 
for this epitaph, giyen thUb following lines: 

Here ly bcrl^ undyr itih stone 

and hi* too Wyb 4dj and 'Jenr, 
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but is MW little though toll tree, 7be population ot 

RickrtJemvorth, as ascertaiacd under the Act of 1 SOO^ amottiited) 
to '2<t75; the number of houses to 503, 

Tlic Manor of the MOOU, in Ri<4nierswortli Parish, vr«s an- 
eiently parcel of the possessions of St, Alban's Abbey, and about 
1^31, was, with other coaiiguous mariorsi held under that foumla- 
tion hv a tenant named Ftecte, who had for several \ears refusi d 
either to pay the quit-rents, or to perforin the covenante<l seiTicc'* 
claimed by the Abbot; among which wm that of finding for lii* 
use, and that of his successors, ‘ one (o carry him t( 

Tynemouth, whenever he, or they, shouhl that cell/ the dis- 
pute was at length dfc*cule<l in favor of the Abbot, by Sir William 
Biibyngtoii, Chief Justice of the Common Pleas; and Ficete nas 
compelled to the observance of llie accustomed homage ajai 
feahy."^ 

The next possessor on record was Ralph dc Iir»tclcr, I,ord of 
Sudclev, in Ciloceslcrshire, who had a residence here; and who 
likevvi'C hehl the manors of ‘ Asbeles, Brittewcll, and Bacciic- 
worlli/ This nobleman, on the tibUclfation of Joim of Wlietham- 
sted, and his officers, agreed to pay one penny yearly, at Michael- 
mas, for each manor, us an ackiiowietlgnient tliat be held these 
estates uvider the Abbots.f How long he continued to {>osses 9 
them is uncertain ; but the probability is, that he resigned these 
manors to Edward the Fourth after h» armt at Sudeley Castle, 
his attachment to the House of Laricaster having excited the jea- 
lousy of the Yorkists.; E<!ward appears to have afterwards 
granted this manor to George Neville, Archbishop of York, bro- 
ther to the Great Earl of Warwick, who, according to Godwin, 
built a house here,5t in which the King was frequently entertained. 

Here 

Newcome’s Illllf St, Alban’s, p, 379, Ibid, p, 350. 

I See VoL V, §, fof some curious pariicul^ relatitig to 
Lord SudcIcy. 

§ ' De Prafs^^K,' Edit, 1015. Godwin a bo relates the follovvmg 
at>ecdote a'l* ci^j^Kled with the fall of the Archbishop, and as occurring 
wiiliin a shot after the defeat aihd death of hit brother,. “Thu 

Archbishop 
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fferc also. In August, 1470, thii Arcliliishop, probably on the ru- 
moured fiisaOeciion of bis brotlior, the Eari, wag kept in a sort of 
honorable lestruint, uiitler the cr^nizance of dyverse oil' the 
'K^'nges s'vantes/’* After the battle of Barnet, in 147 1, the Arch- 
bishop was committed to the Tower; aial thoiigli once more re- 
leased, and again received info the KiiigV favor, he was subse- 
quently deprived of liis estates and dignities, and died, as was 
ihonglit, of grief and atiguisli of mind,*' in I 476’. 

Tlie manor <»f the Moor, whith, daring these contentions be- 
tween tfie rival houses, seems to iuve been ellet tually severed from 
the possessions of the Abbey, continued in the Crown till the ac- 

V 3 cession 

Av{ hbi wK'p \va^ liuntmg v, ith tUe King ru W'indw, when he made re- 
lation to liim, of some extraordinary kind of game wherewith he was 
wont to swldce hmHcit, at a house whuh he had built and furnished 
sumptuously, called the Moore, in flertfordshire. The King, seeming 
desirous to be a partaker of this sport, appointed a day when he would 
come hither and hunt, and make merry with him. Ilcrcupen the 
Archbishop, taking his leave, got him home, and thinking to entertaia 
the Ring in the best manner it was possible for him, he sent for much 
plate that he had hid during the wars, and also borrowed much of his 
friend*. The deer whkh the King hunted being thus brought into the 
toih, the day before hi« appointed time, he sent far the Archbishop, 
comrnanding him, all excuses set aj>art, ta repair presently to him at 
Windsor. As soon as he came, he was arrested of treason; all Ids mo- 
ney, pUt^, add moveables, to the value of 20,0001. seized Opon for the 
King, and himself, m tong space after, was kepi prisoner at Calais, and 
Cuisnes; during which rime, the King took upon himself all the profit? 
and tempomlftiet bf the fehdprk. Among other things then taken 
from him, he had a ttutie of inestimable value, by reason of many riGh\ 
stone* wherewith it wa# adwiedj that the King broke, and mad© 
thereof a crown fcifr himWf.’* lleni^, inhisJUist. of Great Britain, VoU 
dX. p, 203, reebeds, Edut^^d was dining one day with the Arch- 
bishop, he was privaitriy^^Eformed^ wa* that day to be put to 

death; on which he imm, lately ;cose^ apd ta Windsor. This 
was probably a state trij^k to bi^ ,the Kevillc'* into disgrace. 


J*asioo’ IK p. 
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cession of Henry the S^veudi, nlicn ftof c:run!c<l li ia 

John «le Vore, Eitii of 0\foi*l, (who led the Viin of his an^^^ ;m 
the Battle ol Bosworth Field,) with reinamdcr to the BMte of hi^ 
Countess, Margaret, daughter to the great F^ul of Warwick, h 
afterwards revelled to the Crown, and appears In ha\e }k<o 
some time in the. possession of Citrdiiial Wolsey, after wliost 
grace it again foil to the Crown; hut was tinally granted, hv Jauies 
the iTOtj ill trust for the Ear! of IWilfoid, wiih lemaiialer to 
Lucy* his Countess, The nc.xt possessor wa.s WtHianj, E.nl of 
Pembroke, who sold the manor, in tru"!, to Sii Charles Il;ti'lH>ard ; 
but disjx>sed of the Aloor-Park <stati\ wliielj had pn viouslN tunu- 
ed part of the manor, to llo!)ert Carv, I’ail (d* .Mtnunnudi, ihiid 
son of Lonl Hunsdonf" wlit>, fogetlu r v\itit H* nry, Ids <'hh ^t ^ 
and sucfessor, lies Imried in Bitkinersworth Ciniidi. Soon an* i 
the decease of the latter, I\Iooi Jhuk was sold to Sir Biehard fr.ash • 
lyi), to whom the njunor hud been pie\iou^l> etuiveud; and he 
di5[)OM‘d of it to I'hojiia^. ICail of Ossoi v, who was smnnioued to 
rarliament hy tiie title of Ihuon Butler, of Moore Purk, in Sep^ 
teniber, The fuanov of tlie l^ioor was afterw arils sold, by 

Sir V\. FrankKn, to Sir \N ilIiatn Ihiekiiel, of Oxbry; but the Moor- 
Jfoifsc estate, wide! I lati ly hi longed to the family of the Earles, 
and lias very receniK been ]>urchuHd by Hubert Williams, E?iq. 
of Moor Paik, wa.s given ]y\ ?}:c Lady Ann Ffauklyn, lo he^ 
graiid’ion, Uielsard Sliales*, 

Tliupnas, Paul oi' O^. oiy, married the Liuly AmeUa, ilauiddi v 
of Linds de Xas.^iu, a descendant ot Maurice, IVifice of Ofi^tJge, 
by wlioni he had two sons and four daughters* Jumf s, tlie eklcst, 
who succeeded Idm, sold M>jurr Pork to James* ih^ uiifortimute 
Duke of Monmouth, son of Charles the. Second, l>y Lucy AVateis: 
he settled it on Ann, hk lyiiih dungldei and sole Ik ii of Francis, 
Earl of Biicdcugh, in the year 17^20, to Bkiiyamiii 

Jioskins Styles, decease it was imrehaised Igy 

Cieorge, afteiwardsJ|i|^||||^ii. Hb heir agitiri d%^i&jsed of ittoSii 

J4wc«cti 

^ Salmon's Ncwcoi^re says, the, aad 

Park were sold ||t|||^Veres to Robert Cary, in '■ 1/ *S'’L /iC 

tfUU'Jt, p, 61 i). 
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I;a\vrcnce DmuJas, Bart, hi 1765 ; aii<l his son, Sir Tliontas, sold 
it, iu 1787, to lliomus Bates Kous, Esq. who dving iu IVbrjiarv, 
i799r it was purelrased of his executors iu the stumuer of that 
year, by Robert Wiiiiaiiis, Esq* the present possi ssor, m emiuent 
baiiker of London. 

MOOR-PARK HOUSE, tiic splendid reshknee of this geitlle- 
man, is a magtuficent biithimg of the Corintlnaji order, stancliiig 
ia a fuu’iv vvooiled park aljotit five miles iu circunifereuce, and 
hiu ing two fronts, facing respect lively towards the north and south. 
rii(* juiacipal or southern front has a very elegant and grand por- 
lieo, the pedini€»»t Ikong s«p|K>ited on four uolile eoltiinus, each 
fhii l \ .o'v<'n feel high, independent of the base and lik* ciqMtal, the 
funner ol which is six feet iu height, and the latter, four ; a very 
firli tornire, wilh a balkistrade above, ' goes round the house. 
1 he iieighl of the ground towards the sotifh, contracts the view; 
])ut the tiorlherii front couiiBmids an extensive prospect; the hill 
which had previously obstructed the sight, having been purposely 
lowered, about the years 17^5 or 6‘, at the expa nse of 50001 
This was effected through the munificence of K H, Styles, Fisq, 
who ha<l rea&sed u great foftoie by the famous South-Sea scheme; 
and to him also is the present Mausba i«dcblc<l for the ciiief part 

, r 1 - of 

^ Thii dreumstance h thus alluded to by Pope, ir; hU Moral ]'.v;avsi 

—-Or cut iA*idc vfcw^ through momv.sius to the plain; 

You *11 wish your htil, or shdier’d ag^iu. 


Tim/* he observes in a note, was done in lien lord >hire , by « 
\vcalthy trjii^en/hy^ylblek tnerely to ovedook a de;Hl plain,tdic 

let in tlic nortii wind m|[kjn hit house and parterrCi which were l>efore 
adorned and defended by Ueautitwl woods.** Satirists are gineratly 
more severe than Just, aiHl Pope is not an exception. 11m ‘ dead plain’ 
convey* an ^ca of sterility and loneliness, whidt the prospect itsell ef- 
fectually belies, h opens rather a fertile vale, aninjated by the 
nieandcnhgst of the Gade and .Coin riverif* and rendered beaut ilul by 
8 luxuriance of vcrclttic, intertningled with nublc seats, yiibgcs, ar;d 
Cifm-Uodscs, togctl.er with the to>Vns M RickmersWorth and Watford, 



512 


HIRTFORBSXIIHK. 


of its grandeur. It was originally r onstructed of briek, as reputed, 
at the expense of the Duke of Monmouth ; but this gentleman Imd 
it entirely new-cased und fronted with Portland stone; and having 
built the magnificent portico, erected tuo wings for the Chape! smd 
offices, and connected them with the centre by colonnades of the 
Tuscan Order. His architect was the celebrated Italian, (iiaronio 
Leoni ; but Sir James Thornhill, who painted the Saloon, arted ns 
surveyor of the building. The expeu'^e of the cairiage of the 
stone from London, amounted to upwards of 13,81K)L and llu* < r.- 
tire expense, including the impio\enients in the Paik, was moic 
than 150,0001. Further imjmwemcnts were made by Lord Vn- 
son; and others by Sir Lawrence Dundas, who filled up and oina- 
mented the Ball-Room in a most sujH?rb stjle, at tile co‘^f <>f no( 
less than 10,0001. Mr. Rous, the lute possessor, who had been 
a Director ot tlic East India ('onapauy, and hud unv.iseK resigned, 
from an expectation of becoming one of the Boaii! ot Cont and 
under Mr. Fox's iamous India Bill, retired hither with an madt- 
quale foiituie, and afterwards found it cx{>edtetit to {vuil down the 
wings, for the siiKc of disposing of the materials.* The central 
part of the Mansion was, however, left untouched, and now^ forms 
one of the most eleg-ant residences in Hertfoidsliirc. 

The internal parts of this structure aie uncommonly rich, ami 
have an air of grandeur, at once mterestmg and dignified. Ihc 
JJall is a spacious square apart meut, splendidly oniamented with 
paintings, maible door-ways, inililary tiophies, &c. the latter fonn- 
ed of a coinposidon resembling stone. The cliief paintiuga are 
contained in tour largfe compartments, below a rich gallery, and 
represent tite princijMl circumstaiKes in the Story of h ond Argus^ 
as detailed by Ovid, in the first book of the Metamorphoses. The 
subjects coimuence on the w^estem side : in the first picture Jo b 
delineated naked, and Jove as aicUning her to liis suit. 

Her, 

^ In the Chapel, which svas in the we»t wung, and had been fitted 
up in a very tkgant manner, Mr. Style* and his wife were buried ; and 
their now he under the grass-plat eviitJguous to the wat angle of 
House. 
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waller, just rcturoing from her fatherN brook y 
Jov^ had beheld with a tiesiring look ; 

And, * Oh, fair daughter of the flood/ he said, 

* Worthy abue of Jove’s imperial bed, 

Happy whoever tlwll those charms possess f 
The Kwg of C#ods-«— nor Is thy lover less * 
invites thee to yon cooler sliadcs, to shun 
I'he scorching rays of the meridian sun/ 

ill th( second picture Argns, to whose care lo^ now transformedi 
into u beauteous heii'er, had been committed by Juno, k represent* 
#mI listening to the syrinx of Mercury, wbo liad been coininissitmed 
In J(ne to kill tlie liuudted-eyed Argus^ and set free the wretched 

\Vitli pIcAburc the muMcian Ar|>us hecd^: 
liut noiiders much at those new recd>--* 

iuie Hermes pip’d, and song, and tofd his ule, 

"i he keeper’s winking eyes began to lai!. 

And drowsy slumber on his lids to creep, 

'] hi all the watchman was at length a%k op. 

Thh forms tlie subject of the third painting, where Mercury ap- 
pears preparing to cut off the head of Argu> ; 

— Witltour deay his crooked fal< h’on drew. 

And at one iatal stroke ilic keepei slew. — 

And all his hundred eyes, with all their light. 

Are clos’d at once in one perpetual nightt 
11 CSC Juno ukes, that they no more may fad. 

And spreads them in her peacock’s gaudy tad ; 

this is the nctioti represented m the last picture, uliere Juno k 
seated in the clouds, with the peacock, and the head of Aigus. 
These paintings are, in gciicnd, well executed ; and tlie circum* 
stances of the story aie tixnited with pro]mety and Judgment. The 
coloring is i haste, but not brUlmnl: the aitibt is unknown. The 
sides of tin? gallory are ornuitieiited with paintings iu fresco, in 
imitutkni of sc^eial of llie most i‘eleb|ated statues. Tlie ceiling is 
painted to ri'present a dome, end ba» an excellent effect. 

llie Saloon is a well-propoftioned and handsome room, wain* 
scolted widi oak, and decorated with paintings <if the Four Sea* 
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sons, ill pauncls, oii a grey groan J. The ceiling is one of 
the finest works of Sir Janies Thornhill ; bat was coined from one 
of Guido’s, in the Respigllari Palace : Sir Janies was jiaid 3,50C)K 
for execating it, yet not tilt he had establislicd its value by the tes- 
liinony of some of the most celebrated artists, in a Couit of Jui^tke. 

l iia//, or 1ms a very' superb ceiling, deco- 

rated in square iiad circ ular compartaicuts, with fanciful or.mments, 
executed. with much spirit and taste. The diiinney-picrc is of hue 
marble, (as arc those of the other ap*n1n!eiit>, j (vrimmciite<l above 
with several small female figures, and at the siiles, with two others, 
as large as life, very beautit’uily sculptured and polf^rhed. I'lie 
principal Sunv-aae is well piunted with various suhjecis tioiu Ovj<l, 
exfculed in a good style, and with uuicii biiUiaucv ot' color. 'Tiic 
uUole of the intenml anangement evmces the ability, and grc;n 
judgment of flic architect. 

The suiface of the Park being finely diversified, gives consideial>le 
interest to the scenery, which includes a great quantity of limlx r, par- 
ticularly oak, dm, and lime j but many of the Ibrjiitr are decayed 
from their tops; a drcmmtancc that may he thought to stmigthen 
the tradition concerning llie Duchess of j^loumouth, who is said 
to have reside/I Ju re at the time of tiie death of her unfortunate 
husband ; and immediately ou bearing of that event, to have Or- 
dered the Iiciuls of all tlie trees to be struck off! The grounds 
at Moor Park were origumlly laid out by the celebrated Lucy, 
Countess of Bedford, in the formal style of llie age; an<i tliowgh 
praised by Sir ^ViUianl l emjde, as the “ jicrfeclesl figure of a gul- 
den, and ‘‘ sweetest place,*’ he ha<i ever seen, 15iliier nt; 
or abroad/’ must have l#<3en completely tame, and insipid, from 
the monotonous recurrence of fountains, gravel-walks, jiarten^s, 
and tciraces/* connected with each oilier by descents of many 
stoii'i steps and ballnstcrs/’^ This fornndity has been long de- 
Btroyi^d, and the sccneiy Im pro|WtioMUhly impiowd, as Nature 
lias been unshackled, and true lustc i&HiOeied to regain her lights. 

' . . ^ These 

^ Sec ihe Descriptitai of Moor Park by Sir Williuin Temple, asquot- 

ed by Walpoie, in his Anecdotes ot the Arts, \ol \\\ p, 21‘J, 277. 

It i> a current, but erroneous opinion, thtGSfir \\\ ’i emple rcsivkd here , 
liis residence was at, Moore P^rk in, Siufsix. 
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Tliesc iinproveitM^nts were principally made by I^td Anf^on, iivli5 
exjmided about 80,000l. in his (iMferent alterations. He destroy* 
ed the pleasure garden so nnich praised by Sir William 'Femple, 
and had the prestmt one laid out at a liUlc distance from the fiouse 
on the south side. Here, in the vicinity of a circular he 

phmted a fine grove, or wilderness, of cypress, laurels, both lV)rtu- 
and common, firs, The firs are of various kinds; oite of 

tljcni, the rone fir, is uncommonly large and Ivnnriant in its growth, 
its long fcalliery brandies giving a remaikable elegance to its ap- 
pearaiK e. His Lortlsiiip also lorhicd the kitchen garden, and 
planted in it the. reicbrntod Af-r-cfU called the Moor-Varky fr*»in 
wiiirli th<* oUhts of thatnanu* an? derived. The iar-fam(?d Brow a 
was tan jiloyt'd hy Lord Anson in ellecting tlirse alterations. 

IB’MIKY, called Bissei in the Domesday Book, was granlt d 
b\ the {Ain(|ucror to Geoflrey tie Magnaville; and ou tiiilure of 
male issue, of his family, it reverted to the CioWn in the reign id‘ 
King Joiin, Henry the Third bestow ed if on David tic Jarpeni il : 
who, in sipswer to a writ of xvarrantOf in the third of Edwaid 
the Firsf, claimed, among other privileges, liheriy of free- warren, 
and SI weekly market for this manor. Again reverting to the Crown, 
it was granted by Edward tlie Second to his brother, Edmoiul 
de Woodstock, Earl of Kent, who was heheaded by tlie influence 
of Queen Isabella, and her paramour, Mortimer, in flic Iburth of 
-Edwiml the Tliir<l. From this periotl, it descende<l in the same 
line of ill-fale<l Princes as possess(*d the Manor of Waref* till it 
once more became vested in the Crown, hy thc <leath of Margaret, 
Ooiuitcss of SalisburA’, in the lime of Henry the Eighth, it has 

since Imd various possessors, and is now the property of 

Capper, Esej. who has a pleasant s< at heie, culled \\ iCiGCN Haij.; 
and whose family purclrase<l it about the commencement of the 
last cent JUT. 

The Church is a small fabric of only one pace, built of flint urd 
rubble, with a tower at jtlic west end, (opening to the nave by a 
pointed arch. In the floor of the cli4iirel is a mavhle slab, ii!scnl>- 
cd in niemory.of “ the Right Honorable Lap y IMaky BAitNAiU), 

wife 

See reiro.^fev live survey,* inserted In the note, p. 
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wife of Gilbert, Lord Barnard, and daughter of Morgan Uandyfl, 
Esq " she died on the fourth of August, 1728, in her forty^ninth 
yean In the Church^yard are some memorials to (be Cappers; 
and the tomb of Mrs. Eluabetr Fuller, of Watford Place, 
who founded tlie Fiec-Scliool in Watford town. She was tfirirc 


tnarried, and died a widow, on the eleventh of Noveml>er, 170% 
the age of sixty-five. The houses in Bushey, are chiefly situated 
on the sides of tlje high road ; their number, as retmtied under 
the late act, was 182: that of the inhabitants, 85f>, 

ELSTREE is an ancient village, situated ou ele%^tcd gri>und, 
on tlie Wailing Snrei^ near the site of the Roman Station c alled 
SuLLONlAC^as. Tlie manor was granted by Offa to St. Alban s 
Abbey; after the dissolution of which, Ilenr\ the Eighth g'a\e it 
to Anthony Denny, Esq. nhosc gratidsoii sold that part of tlie 
estate, winch was within tins parish, to Robert Briscoe, Esq. liis 
family continued owwrs till the year 17*18, since which h hasbetm 
sold to various persons, but is now tin? property of George Bviig, 
Esq. Member of Parliament for Middlesex. The village, though 
small, is situated in the four parisiies of Elstree, Edgeware, Whit- 
church, and Aldeuham. The Church is a mean structure, dedicated 
to St. Nicholas ; it consisits of a nave, chancel, and south aisle, 
separated by octagonal pillars, and pointed arches; the monuments 
arc but few, and not remarkable, it appears, from an entry in the 
Parish Register, that Martha Ra^, tlie unfortunate victim to tlie 
loo ardent sensibility of her hapless lover, the Rev. James Hackman, 
was buried here on the fourteenth of April, 1779. She was sliot 
by Mr. VL w*hile getting into her carriage, after coming out of 
Covent Garden Theatre, ou tlic evening of the seventh of the same 


month. Her frantic nnirclerer, who had made an unsuccessful at- 

f pt to destroy himself at the same instant, was tried within a 
Wiays at the Old Bailey, and was executed at Tyburn on tlie 
iua^|eiith : his behaviour evinced the most p(*rfect resignation to 
hiliKte, luiited with the settled composure of a nuui, that felt he 
bad sur^pl evezy thing that was dear to him. 

Ttic^^ village of TOTTEKIDGE is supposed, by Chauncy, 
derived from its situation on the riilge of a hill. The 
^ formerly tlieproperty of the mouksof Ely , and aftcrwartlf 


Of 
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•f the BWlops; from one of whom, Bishop Cox, Qiii^ynElbabeth 
procured its alieoRtioti, together with Hatfield, in eonsWeraliou of 
the annual sum of 1 500L to Im? paid to Iiim and his successor^ in 
Ijhe See of Ely, In 1596, the Queen granted this manor to John 
Cage ; since whieh period, it has passed tlirough various families, by 
descent and otherwise, to that of William Lee Antonie, Esq. who has 
a pleasant seal here, called Totteri oge Par k . The house was 
originally a siriali hunting box, belonging to Lord Bateman, ot 
whom it was purchased Sir William Lee, Lord Chief Justice 
of tlie Kings Bench, grandfather to the present; owner. The I^rd;: 
Colt rone had formerly a pleasant residence at Totterkige, which 
wan purchased of Queen Elizahetli, by Hugh Hare, Esq. uncle tv. 
the first Lord Coleraue : the latter was a zealous adherent to the 
cause of Charles the First; sind wa^ huried here in October, l6( 7 
0 the age of sixty-one.*^ 


BVRNET, OR CmPriNTx BARNET. 

Ls a ^nmll, hut busy raaikei-towm orcup\ing an elevate<i stte on 
the high xoacl from London, and, from that chcumstancc, occa- 
sionally called Jli^h Barnet. The Manor of iVainet, which iu^ 
eludes the whole parish, together witli lh.it of East Barnet, an- 
fieullj belonged to St. Ailnnis Ahbe\ ; but, afler the Dissolution, 
was gT.mted, b> Queen Mary, to Anthonv Hutler, Esq, whose de- 
sicndanls sold it to Sir John \\ eld in the vear It ha*- 

rince passed through \arious families; and is now, or was lately, 
the property of Edwaid Beestoii Long, Esq. iu right of 51ary, his 
wife, grand-daughter, and sole heiress, to John Thomliiison, Esq. 
who died in 1767, 

Tlie Church is dedicated to St. John Baptist, and was built, 
about the year 1400, by John Moot, Abbot of St. Alban s : it con- 
sists of a chancel, nave, and side aisles, separated by iK>iuted 
etciies, rising from clustered coluiiixis; with a low embattled tower 
at the west end. In the pavemeut of the nave is a small stone, 

inscribed 


EnripfAUi,. Vil. IV. p 40-*--ia. 
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itiscribeil wifh iht wonls, ' pi^ ani'm* iBtBiUlmmp 

fiinDatouo r lVt»in ^^ liicli $eiitonci\ Mr. Newcoim** supposed 
BeiUichamp to liuve Uvcn llic ardutect of the Churdi; but Mr* 
I-vsoiis qi.crio, wla llirr he ni)<»ht iiol rather hin'c been ‘ a contri- 
htitor to tiic work, or, with Abbot Moot, li*€ joint foundcr.t’ In 
the ciiuucd is m altar inonuincut, with |>oiutod arcla\s^ supportt^d 
on pillars of the Doric order, in coinmeiuoration ol“ Thomas 
KAVENS<'U<un% £sq. whoic dHijies, in a recumbent position, is 
represented on t!*e tomb in vcukhI marble; he died in the year 
lb;)0: several others of liis familv are also l>uried here; andainorit; 
these, James, his ddejjt son, who erected and endowed an Aims- 
J/o^Mc, or IlospAaiy in Ibirnet, for six poor ancietil woim n. 
being ^^^do\^s or maideiisf' inhabitants of the (own, and ‘‘ neither 
coatmon beggars, common <lnmkards, back-biters, falc-beareis, 
cotumon scoulds, tliievcs, or other like ])ersoMs of infamous life, or 
evil uauic, <»r repute; or vchciiieutly suspected of socerie, Vitch- 
craft, or charming, or guilty of pcijury; nor any kleot, or hura- 
tit!.”; The annuat value o(' the original endowments is mwv about 
4.)1. besides which, the trustees have a further income (»f about 
,‘K)k annually, arising from other sourres. AnotluT Ai/tis-JIousr, 
ibr six poor widows, was built and eia lowed hen‘, about the year 
1/23, under the Will of John CiarrcU, (ieul. svim bequeathed 
SOOI. for that [mrpose. 

The grant of the weekly marktl at Harnet, was made to the 
Abfmts of St. Albaifs by Htmrv the Seeoud; it is still held, and is 
noted for its sale of pigs; an annual fair is also liehl liere in .Se]>- 
tember, priiuapally liar the disposal oJ' cattle, riie number of 
houses in this parish, as returned under the I’opulalion Act, 
amounted to 226; that of iiilrahitanfss, to 1238. 

Near the Race Gronnd, on Barnet Cojumon, is a M/nrnd 
spring, of a tnild pur^^y*e qualit\, that w as disei^ cred about the 

middle 

llHt. of St. Alhaids, 

I' Environs 6t London. 

' StatuteV drawn up by founder* 
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ijiiilfllc of (lie ccnfurv, imd wan former] y hi niucli re- 

pute. It HOW but little usful ; IIkkii'Ii a subscription has been 
lately raised by the. iieigh}n>urin*( gentlemen^ for arching it over, 
mid ertTtiug a pump. . 

Oil (iLADSMOllE HEiTtI, an open place, immcdialely to 
the north of Hadley, wlifcli nearly adjoins Barnet, mu fougljt 
that most derisive battle^ !>eUveett the liouses ol‘ York and 
Lancaster, in which the Lancastrians were totally defeated ; 
and iUcu^ED NEViu.E,tt the Orrat Earl of Warwick ami 
Salisbury, lost his life. Hits was the man so well known in 
history by tlie apjxdlation of the King-maker. lie was al 
one lime the most powerful and vigoroiis supporter of the House 
of York; in whose cause Ite Was a principal leader in the defeat 
of the Lamastrkris at the first Battle of St. Alban s, and at 
file Battle of Northaiitptou. In the second Brittle of St. Albans, 
he was < Ideated by Qneeti Margaret; but was again victorious at 
the overthrow of the Lancastrians, in the Battle of Towton. Witli 
the counnetM!enTeu! of the reign of Edward the Fourth, he seemed 
to have attained the enjoyment of every thing he could wish, 
eitlicr of honor or power ; but after a few years passed, perhaps, 
found his prosja^rity too great for his endurance ; and probably 
n%ht not be w ithout some grouiul of provocation, in slights ofler- 
ed to liifii by Kiog Edward, uIh> is sitid to have l>eeti jealous of 
his potency, and might (to use a vulgar phrase) be dicsirous to kick 
away the ladder by which fie had asceiKied to fortune. Wanvit k 

then 

^ Though rhe more immediate scene of thb battle was in Middlesex, 
jdst xvHhoat the iimusof fl eft ford shire, )*ei the printicc of most uriten 
in ctdling it tlie Ihittlc ' Ban/ci, and the example ul’ the preceding his* 
torians of this county, seem to require the insertion of the account here, 
as being the place wlierc the; reader would most naturally expect to 
meet with it. 

t Kichard Xc’.ille succeeded his father as Earl of Salisbury; but 
wliiUt Ills father was living, and fft^^'wards, hudi in right of his wife, the 
title of Ear! of Warwick; and % that title he had summons to Parlia- 
ment, and prcct^dence of his father. ' 
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then became a Lancastrian: be went into Normandy; entered into 
a league with George, Duke of Clarence, (brother to King Ed- 
ward,) for tl)e rcstonilion of Henry the Sixth ; and, to strengthen 
this de:5ign, gave the Diike his eldest daughter in marriage at Ca- 
lais. Wai wick and Clarence retunied to England. The Cunibro- 
Britons, and army of the west, raised by King Edward, being di- 
vided in their strengtli by a foolisli dispute lietween Heri)ert, Earl 
of Pembroke, and Stafford, Earl of Devonshire, the Eiul of I^em- 
broke, ami his followers, were beaten by the northern men under 
Sir John Conyers, near Ranburv, in Oxfordshire: and the Earl of 
Warwick, having ralseal a great potver in tlie neighbourhood ot 
W arv\ick, and being joined by the Duke of Clarence, surprised 
King Edward at his camp near Wolvey, about four miles from 
Warwick, slew the cetitinels, and made the King his prisoner. 
Edward was commit led to the care of George Neville, Archbishop 
of York, who allowed him so much indulgejicc in his confuienRmi . 
that he soon made his escape. The friends of both parties then 
anxiously endeavoured to promote a rccoacilialion, and lo restore 
the peace of the country. King Edward, the Duke of Clarenre, 
and the Earl of Warwick, under mutual assumnees of safety, met 
in London ; yet the mcefiiig produced nothing but mutual accusa- 
tion and recrimination. They parted without any diminutkm of 
tlu ir animosities, and prepared to decide their differences by arms. 
Soon afterwards, Edward defeated the Lancastrians under Sir Ro- 
bert Welles, near Stamford, in Lincolnshire: and the Earl of 
Warwick, who was then at his Castle of Warwick, finding himself 
una]>le to make an effectual stand, without further assistance, re- 
tired, with the Duke of Clarence, to Dieppe, in Nonnandy ; and 
from thence solicited the support of Louis, King of France, in be- 
half of King Henry. Lopis invited him to his Castle of Arnbois. 
They were there iiict bj^ilargaret of Anjou, who ha<l been soip.c 
time in exile, with her son Edward, Prince of Wales: and Warwick 
took ibis ^opportunity of cementing more closely his connection 
witli the IIous^ of Lancaster, by giving bis youngest daughter in 
marriage to flpiiice E<lward. With such succours as he had been 
" able to obtain, he now lauded in the west of Englaud; proclaimed 

IJenrv 
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Henry to bo Km;;: proceeded to London; libernted diat nnforto* 
note Priooe fiom hi* eonfinelOMt in ifae Tower ; and called a Par- 
linneati wbieb reco^cted the right dP Heuiy to the Crown, and 
proscribed Edward as a traitor. Edward found the torient too 
powerfU against him ^ innaediate resisbMice, and ded. But this 
reverse, produced by Wtrwkk far Aror of King Henry, was of 
short duration; torfa tfas tshxtyear, Ed^vard, landing at Rarcsi- 
spur, in Iloldeniess, inarelied from thence to York, and by a 
circuitous coarse to Leicester, coliceling, iu be passage, a great 
itumlwr of followers; and from Leicester advanced to Coventry, 
\tliicli was then fa the possession of the Earl of WatVrick, and with 
C or 7000 of his sohiien, cJhaneiii^ the Earl to ootobfa. Warwick 
declined the offer of Edward, and endeasoured to proenre « paejfi* 
cation, in hope that he riiould speedily i»e joined by the ]>ttke of 
CUrence, and the army aaitectoi nnder his standftn], in die 
neighbonrhood of London. Edward ih<m marched to Warwick ; 
and the Eall, after a wearivniie delay, and just susfMcion of the 
Duke's Mdegrity, was al length informed, tbaf Clarence had met 
lus brother EdWanl near Banbttry, and that tlwif forces Were uni- 
ted agafast him ; at die same time he received an offer from Cla- 
rtoito, to accommodate his <]uarrel witir ^fag Edward, He re- 
jected Ac prodeied mediation of Ciaience witb disdain, and placed 
his hopes on a bolder issue. Edwturd then proceeded to Daventry ; 
from tbenoe to Konhmnpton and St Alban's; and, on his arri\al 
fa London, Henry was driivered to him a prisoner. Warwirii fol- 
lowed to St. Aihiin’s, and tlicre halted his army for refreshment. 
He was supported by the Dukes of £\eter and Somerset, the 
Marquis of Montaente, (jiis brother,) and the Eari of Oxford ; 
and, after cdunw l taken among these leaders, it xras determined 
to gn’e tlie Yorkists battle. Warwick coutinned bis niaich, and 
on Easter eve, formed hb cam(> on Gladmori;. Heath, about 
the midnay between St AdNkn's mtd Lond(». King Edwttoi ciifat 
from London to Earnet the same evening ; and, urider 
the niglit, and in strict stance, drew hb rntny, unobserytdjlMK 
dose to the Lancastrians; frbn, siqtposiug hbn to be at^^reatilP 
ditomce, kept ap an ineffecjN|^ #M 9 falg«i of bmy fatitldiy (TtoC 
V 6 I..VH. UtKB, I 8 «$.r % 
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the heads of his soldhrs as long as the darkness of night eontiinied. 
At da3>-btvalc, between four and five oVloi'k ou the Sunday morn* 
ing, though the Mist was so thick, that neither party could well 
discern the power of the other, Edward drew up his men in order. 
The Duke of Gloucester had the command of the front; Edward 
himself, and the Duke of Clarence, (having King Henry captive,) 
were in the centre ; and the Lord Hastily was in the rear, besides 
a powerful reserve. Thus prepared, Edward unfurled his l>anuers, 
and ordered his trumpets to sound the battle. Warwick, no less 
vigilant than Edward, was prepared for his reception. In his right 
wing he had placed his brother, the Haitlub of Montainife, with 
the Earl of Oxford, and a body of horse ; in the centre he af»- 
pointed the Duke of Somerset, and the archers; and in the left 
took post himself, with the Duke of Eveter. In numlnns the 
Yorkists had greatly the superiority ; but the Lmusutriims were 
better provided whii artilleiy. In penondl prowe^Ad dauntless 
courage, the chielhiitis ou eithM’ side might d|pPare with the 
greatest hetoes of antiqmty. If the title to thgl^wn was govern- 
ed by laws of jaiieritance, sndi as are at^^^^Kseat accepted, the 
right was certainly witj^ Edward. If r^ts of the claimuute 
were grounded in powei^ the right certainly with the most 

powerful. But it was not the pumase of Uiis meeting to discuss 
the rights of die daimants with dl^btlety of lawyers : it was an 
aiqveal to the sword, m which every noble had every thing near 
and de« to him to preserve or to lose; and in which the bravest 
thought it better to peririi in the field of battle, than to die on the 
soiffidd by the ase of die executiooer. Edward and Warwick 
have not a SaBUst for their historian ; or the oration of Warwick, 
to his Bdiowers at Baniat, would ndtlier liave wanted the deter- 
mined (Miuage, nor fiery valor, of Catiline. He would have 


told his soldiers, srifitthA daring rqg>onent to sovereign autho- 
tity, ‘ Wl»HByeu^t4Bbt t/O the ehaige, remember that you carry, m 
^M|pi||Q9|H|ptn>es, yonr hon^ your glory, your country, 
Edinm tvOnkl have been alike hi }ii» 
^enlifSlflK bnnf«fy, a BooiaR. At the blast of the tium- 
the aifliulvaiibed towsmA egdi other with tlic best aim in 


their 



tlieir power; but equally misled by the mbt, their motion was 
athwart, and Edward, wliosc front was to the north, proceeded 
too far westward ; so tlial the battle rommenced between the right 
of the Lancastrians, under the Earl of Oxford, and the right of 
the Yorkists, in which the latter, after a tenacious struggle, gave 
way, and fled to Barnet, and some part of them from thence to 
London, carrying the report that Warwick was victorious* Oxford 
pursued his success with more eagerness than prudence, and made 
a dreadful slaiighicr of l!ie enemy* But in the meanwhile, the 
other divisioiis of tlie hostile annies saw little of the contest; and 
the men of Edward were not disheartened by die disa^ers of tlieir 
comrades; nor was Warwick enabled to secure the advantages 
wliich might have followed the first vigorous and succc^ful effort 
of Ills soldiers. The main armies now drew near together, and 
the conte^ bccaine more furious and terrible* W^arwick had lost 
more by the a[)j>euce of Oxford's forces, than he had gained by 
the partial defeat of the enemy; and Foilone held the balance 
against him: for, when Oxford relumed, the stars on his liberies 
were mistaken Im' his comrades for the suns on the liveries of Ed- 
ward. lit received a volley of shot w inch was designed for the 
enemy; and su*‘i>ectiijg he was betrayed, fled from the field, crying 
out, ‘‘ Treason!'' It was now that the remembmnee of the former 
glory and renown of W arwick vms awakened : and, as he was more 
closely pressed by an increasing superiority of numbers, it seemed 
as if the arthiur of Ids soul became more fervid, in proportion as 
tJie strength of his body was wasted. He sent away the liorse on 
which he had rode from rank to rank, encouraging his soldiers; 
rushed on foot into the midst of the enemy; dealt the blows of 
death around him on every side, determined that liis adversaries 
should pay dearly for the life of so valiant a soldier; and thus 
manfully fighting, was vanquislied, and slain. He was no sooner 
fallen, than his brollier, the Marquis of Montacute, enuilatkig his 
glorious examjile, fell also; and victory was declared for King Ea- 
ward. The Duke of Exeter was left for dead in the field, but 
recovered, and fled. The Duke of Somerset escaped after the 
lEarl of Oxford. Ou the King's part were killed the Lotds 
1 Cromwell, 
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tStoaani^ and widt may^o^ men distinction; and 
«# rJliiks and' Lneasttiw^ ^ 10,000 men lost their 

Sites h this battle. Ibqs M'Oeoise NeflUe, Earl of Warwidi 
tttd Salbbuiy! a nan adiifie ho^taHt; itas so abundant, fiiat tiie 
ordinal^ coosunpliao of btnhSuit> M fab bense in London, was 
sx oxon ; whose |)0|kulan^^ wn so great; that his absence was ar- 
oontted as tiie absence of die sun iiom die henuspliere; whose 
aarrke was so cowted, tb^ men of all degrees srerc^roud to wear 
diHwl!l^ of tidd stfaose aiitboi% was so j^tent, that 

Kligsli4aMl^, di^lpad,' as suited his humour^ 

t^'^Wnu^rafafe liattle, an Obexisk was 
Jeremy Sai^tirook, in the year 1740, near 
thi toisA divides towards Hatfield and St Albiui's, 

wj^idi i$ rep^seoted by the Cut beneath, is a 
i^idhig tl^ dute of die battle, ami the defeat 

V 
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I Il-'XTtXCiDOVSHlKK, uilli 11 h^ ;i(rj;in>iit roimlirs of CaM* 
BUHKiK, XoKFOlJv, and '^iFi’oLK, roin))()‘>ed I hi' evtiMi^ive tcr- 
ritorv ot tilt I('LNI, a poueifiil trihc, \Nhosi‘ name, arcord* 

in^ lo Owen/ was derived troin Vim ‘ first, a-liead, 

toruard, before, or f*orelno‘^t ; with the arliele V, or / k , prefixed;’ 
and ihenee, iie eoiitiiiue'', ‘ tin: pe^vple wonid he called ('va/, (j/- 
7 und, ('i/uinn, Ci/iniys, or, with the article, Y-Vf^ni, kc, 

j, (', till' fiist, or most forward. I'hev were also called (', 
nif or, more propeily, Vcnimanni, Ve^ionhmni, and Vciinjucs; all 
ihi'se appellations heiii" deduced horn the ^)nti^h lani;ua<je, and 
denoting the inh.ihitants id* ‘ the lieail-ino>t, or lorward, repons. ’f 
The L eni fornn'd an alliance with the Romans at a very early 
period; hui the oppii'sdons inflicted during: the proprietorship of 
Ostorins, in the time of the Emperor riandius, iiu ensed them so 
liij^lilv, that they flew to arms, and, in conjmiction with some of 
the neijzhhourin*' slates, took the field in urcat force. Their un* 
disciplined bravery, howi-ver, pioved of little mail apiin^t Roman 
weajKms, and Roman discipline; and, alter a sanphnarv conflict, 
tliey were oblip^d to submit to the har'‘h Ternis proj)i)se<l bv their 
conquerors. The peace was of short duration. Exasperated hy 
new oppressions, comhineil with atroeitif's stnl more pillinp the 
Iceni liad again recourse to arms. 'J1ie death of Rrasutagus, their 
Sovereign, and the impolitic arrangements of his will, liad t’ur* 
iiislied the Romans with a pretext tor c<»rrcive measures, and. w ith 
the most insniting rapacity, the native chiefs were deprived of 
their estates, and llie people geiieially iutianied to revenge b\ 
VoL. VII. April, 1808. V repealed 

* Camlnian Register, VuL JL 
t Ibid, bee also under \ o! II. p, 
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repeated spoliations. The widow of Prasiitagu^ the brave Boadicea^ 
was ignoniiiiioiisly scourged ; and her daughters were violated by 
the Roman officers. These successive outrages excited a general 
spirit of resistance; and, under the conduct of Boadicea, tlic 
Iceni commenced an exterminating war. The Roman cities at 
Camalodunum (Colchester) and Verulam (St. Alban’s) were re- 
duced to ashes; the infantry of the ninth legion were cut to pieces; 
and the inhabitants of London were massacred with unsparing fury, 
from the consideration of their being in alliance with the Homans, 
Seutoiiius Paulinus, the Roman General, who was in Anglesea at 
the commencement of the insurrection, marched hastily to arrest 
the progress of the exulting foe, whose numbers had now increased 
to between 200 and 300,000 men. The utmost he could oppose 
to this immense force, was a body of scarcely 10,000 troops; yet 
these were veteran soldiers, accustomed to victory, and regardless 
of every thing but tlie disgrace of discomfiture. With this intrepid 
band be awaited the threatened attack in ‘ a spot encircled with 
woods, narrow at the entrance, and sheltered in the rear by a 
thick forest,' the force of the enemy being extended over an open 
plain which lay before him. The dire conflict terminated in the 
total defeat of the Britons, who, flushed with their former success, 
fought in such tumultuous disorder, that their vast superiority of 
numbers tended only to their own destruction. The glory of 
the day,'* says Tacitus, “ was et|ual to the most splendid victory 
of ancient times. The waggons in the rear of the Britons obstruct- 
ed tlieir flight : a dreadful slaughter followed. Neither sex nor 
age was spared ; and the cattle falling in one promiscuous carnage, 
added to the heaps of slain.”* When the pursuit had ceased, the 
British chiefs endeavoured to collect their scattered troops, and 
for some time kept the fleid; but they durst not again contend 
with the Roman power; and from this period history is silent as 
to the annals of the Iceni as a separate nation. In the Roman 
division of the kingdom, their country was included in the district 
named Flavia CiESARiENsis. 

The 


^ Ann. B. XIV. S. 37. 
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The principal Roman stations in Huntinn^donshire, were Duro- 
LIPONTE, or Godmanchcster ; and Durobriv^e, near Dornford 
Ferry, about midway between Chesterton in this county, and Cas- 
tor in Northamptonshire. Tlie principal ancient roads, of which 
there appear to have been three, intersected each other at God- 
inanchcster: one of them has been called the British Ennin. This 
seems to have entered the county from the neighbourhood of 
C(Esar*s Camp, or Salemt, in Bedfordshire, and to have proceed- 
ed by Crane Hill, in the track since known by the name of Hell 
Lane, whence passing through Toseland, Godmanchester, and 
Huntingdon, it continued by Alcoiibiiry, Weston, and Upton; 
and falling into what is now called the Bullock Road, passed to 
the east of the spot marked in our maps, the ‘ Ruins of Ogerston 
and finally, entered Northamptonshire at Wandsford. The Roman 
Ennin Shret entered this county from Cambridgeshire, in the 
vicinity of Papworth St. Agnes, and proceeding to Godmanchester, 
nearly in the line of the [)resent higli road, followed the course of 
the British Ennin to the neighbourhood of Alconbury; when 
branching oft* to the eastward, it again assumed the line of the 
high road, through Sawtry, St. Andrews, Stilton, and Chesterton, 
to Durohrivee, hence crossing Northamptonshire, it entered Rut- 
landshire near Stamford. The Via Devana, the third and last 
of the principal ancient roads in Huntingdonshire, entered from 
Cambridgeshire, in the neighbourhood of Fenny Stanton, and pro- 
ceeded to Godmanchester, in the same course as the present turn- 
pike road: thence pursuing the tract of the British Ermin to Alcon- 
bury, it passed to the north of Buckworth and Old Weston, and 
entered Northamj)toushire in the vicinity of Clapton. In the early 
Saxon limes, this county formed part of the kingdom of East 
Anglia, and was then called HurUedunescyre, and Iluntandunescyre * 
It was afterwards subjugated by the Mercian Sovereigns, and con- 
tinued under tlieir dominion till the union of the Saxon states into 
one monarchy by Egbert. 

“ In the decline of the Saxon government,'^ says Camden, • 

this county had an officiary Earl (named) Siward; for earldoms 

Y 2 were 

♦ Brit. Gough’s Edit. Vol, II. p, 155 . 
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were not yet hereditary in England, but the governors of shires 
were, according to the cnstoin of that period, called liiiirls, with 
the additional title of the shires they presided over; as thisSivvard, 
wliile Governor here, was called L'ar/ of Ihnitini^don; but alter- 
wards having the governiiient of Northuinberiaud conferred on 
him, was called FmvI of ^Northumberland,'* 

Waldeof, or Wahlieof, son of Siward, a brave and potent 
English chief, being taken into favor by William the Conqueror, 
was by him married to Judith, bis own niece. lie \vas also made 
Earl of Huntingdon; and, after the death of Earl Morcar, of 
Northumberland likewise; and the greater part of the lands in 
both these counties ap[H‘ars to have belonged to him. Whilst 
heated with wine at an entertainment gi^en by the Earls of Sulloik 
and Hereford, (anno 1074-,) he was by them persuaded to engage 
in a conspiracy to depose the King, who was then in Normandy: 
rc[>cnting, however, of his engagement the next morning, he com- 
municated the scheme to Archbishop I^nfranc, who advised liim 
to lay the particulars before his Sovereign, and solicit his pardon. 
This Waltheof jxirformed, and was readily excused in the moim nt 
of confidence excited by the disclosure; but, after William had 
returned to England, he was basely seized by the King’s command, 
and beheaded at Winchester. His remains were at first buried 
beneath the scaffold ; but beiug afterwards removed to Crovland 
Abbey, are asserted, by Ingulphus, and other monkish historians, 
to ‘have worked divers miracles.’ Judith, his -widow, was after- 
wards ofiered in marriage to Simon de St. Liz; but “ she disliking 
bis )ier$on,” says Dugdale, “ was turned out of her estate ; and 
Simon married her eldest daughter”* by VV’althcof. Her name 
was Maud, or Matilda : with her Simon received the Earldom of 
Huntingdon; but dying in the beginning of the reign of Henry the 
First, his widow was re-married to David, brother to Alexander, 
King of Scotland, and afterwards his succcessor in the Throne* 
wlio, in her right, iniierited the possessions of Waltheof, and was 
made Earl of Huntingdon and Northumberland. 

Camden 


^ Dug. Bar. Vol. 1. p. 63. 
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Caiiiden slates, that, after tliese events, “ by the revolutions of 
fortune, and the Kind's favor, soinelinies the Scots, and another 
while the St. Li/es, held this honor:” that is, the Earldom of 
Huntingdon; and with it they possessed the greater part of the 
lands in this county. Henry, Prince of Scotland, son of David 
by Matilda, was at tirst admitted Earl; but on the refusal of his 
father to acknowledge Stephen, Earl of Blois, as Sovereign of 
England, to the ex< lusion of tl»e Empress Matilda, daughter of 
Henry the First, by the ‘ good Queen Maud,' who was sister to 
David, Stephen seized all his possessions in England, and restored 
this Earldom to the young Simon de Liz. He ap[>ears to have 
retained it during the subsequent war between the two countries, 
on V. Iiich both David, and his son Henry, invaded England at the 
head oi a large army, and nmeh hlood was spilt on both sides. 
At lengtij, through the intertercnce of the Empress, a peace ivas 
finally concluded on these conditions: “ That the counties of 
Nortiunnherland and Ilunling<lon should remaine in the govern- 
nieiit (»f Hcnrie, Prince of Scotland, as licire to the same hy right 
of his mother; but Cumberland should l>e reputed as the inherit- 
ance aiwi right of his fallier, King David: and lor these lands and 
seigniories, the fore-named Prince Henrie and his successors, Princes 
of Scotland, should doo homage unto King Stephen, and his suc- 
cessors, Krugs of England for the time being/'* 

This agreement was solemnly rat ilied; vet tlie jealousies, and 
o]>posing interests, of the rival crowns, continuing in full force, 
the possession of the counties above-named was frequently the oc- 
casion of new disputes. Prince Henry died in iio2, and David, 
his father, in the following year. His successor in the throne of 
Scotland, w'as IMaicolm, Henry’s ehiest son hy a daughter of the 
great Earl Warren. This Prince began bis reign at the age of 
thirteen, and was soon afterwards summoned hy Henry the Second, 

‘ by counsel of his nobles,* to “ come up to London, there to doo 
his homage unto him, for the lands of Cumberland, Norlhumber- 
Jand, and Huntingdon, in nianer and forme as his graiulfalher 

Y 3 King 


» Hoi. Chron. Vol. V. p. Edit. ISOS, 
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King David had before doonc unto his predecessor, Henrie tlie 
First, with certificat, that if he failed, lie would lake from liim 
all the said lands. King Malcolme obeied this coninuindement of 
King Ifeurie; but ^et luidt r condition (as the Scotish writers af- 
firine) that it should in no inaner wise prciudice the fraucliiscs and 
liberties of the Scotish kingdonie."'* Henrv being at that j>eriod 
at war with Lew'is the Sixth, constrained iMalcoIin to accompany 
him to France : in a short time, however, having lost manv of his 
troops by sickness, he returned into England, and Malcolii) re- 
ceived license to depart for his own country. No sooner had he 
got home, than he was strongly reproached by his nobles lor his 
late conduct; and Henry, with intent to widen the breach, again 
commanded him to repair to York, where he had summoned a 
Parliament, before which he charged Malcolm with revealing the 
designs of the English army to tlie French during the late cam- 
paign. Malcolm, though surprised at the charge, olfered various 
substantial arguments against it; yet ])y King Henries earnest 
iiiforcing of the matter, sentence was given against him, by the 
gencrall consent of all the estates there in that Parliament assem- 
bled; and inoreovcT, to bring him into further displeasure witli 
the nobles, King Hcnric gave notice unto them, belbre King Mal- 
colrne returned backe into his own count rie, how he had of his 
owiie accord renounced all his claime, right, title, and interest, 
which lie liad to the foresaid lands, which he held of the Crowne 
of England, as Cumberland, Northumberland, and Huntingdon.”t 
Irritated by what they conceived to be the pusillanimous conduct 
of their King, the Scotch nobles rose in arms, and besieged Mal- 
colm in the ‘ Castell of Bertha;* but returning to their allegiance, 
when ‘‘ it was knownc how evill King Malcolme had been used, 
and most r.ntrulie slaudered,” they assisted him “ in ojieii warres 
against the Cnglisiimen. At length, after sundrie harmes doone, 
as well on di< one part as the oliu r, they came to a cominunica- 
tioii in a certtine app'ointt'd place, not far from Carleill, where 
(to be bilete) it was iiiiallie concluded, that King Malcolme should 

receive 


^ IIol, Chron. Vol. V. p. Edit. 1808 . 


t Ibli. 
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receive agaliie Cumberland and Huntingdon ; but for Nortlium* 
berland, lie should make a plaine release thereof unto King Hen- 
rie, and to his successors for cver.”^ 

William, surnained the Lion, next brotlier and successor to 
Mdlcolni, olitained restitution of the countr}' given up by the above 
treaty; but in the war which broke out in a few years, he was 
made [irisoner, and all his possessions in England were seized by 
the English Sovereign. In the following year, it was agreed 

that he should pay 100,0001. for his ransom; “ llie one halfe to 
be paid ii' hand ; and for sure paiment of the other halfe, the 
Earldoines of Cumberland, Huntingdon, and Northumberland, 
should be delivered unto King Ilenrie, in pledge or mortgage, 
till the time that the same suinme was paid. And for the more 
suertie of these covenants, and that the Scotch should moove no 
warre against the Englishmen, foure of the strongest castells with- 
in Scotland, that is to saie, Berwike, Edeiihurgh, Roxburgh, and 
Striveling, were delivered into the Englislimen s hands/'f 

The accession of Richard C(eur de Lion, and the determination 
of that warlike Prince to rescue the Holy Liind from the dominion 
of the Saracens, occasioned him “ to make peace with all his 
neighbours — and liereujion to keep tlie Scots in friendship, rather 
by benevolence than by feare,” he returned to them all the above 
castles, except Edinburgh, together “ with that part of Northum- 
berland which his father had taken from King AN illiani. He also 
delivered the Earldonies of Huntingdon and Cumberland; but 
under condition, that all the castels ami holds within them, should 
be in the keeping of his capteins and souldiers, such as he should 
appoint:” he also remitted 40,00Ul. of the sum still due for ran- 
som money. “ When King William liad thus received his lands 
and castcls by surrender, he made his brother David; Earl of 

Y 4 Huntingdon, 

^ Hoi. Chron. Vol. V. p. Edit. ISOS. f Ibid. 

I Isabel, second daughter of Earl David, was married to Robert 
Bruce, Lord of Anandale, whose son and heir, of the same name, mar- 
ried Martha, daughter to the Earl of Carrick, from which niaich sprung 

Robert 
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Huntingdon, who thereupon dooing his homage unto King Rich- 
ard, according to the old ordinance devised by King Malcolmc 
the First, went with him also in that voingc/'*^ 

It would seem from the Scottish history, that on this occasion, 
the conferring of the title was not accompanied with the grant of 
the lands, as at a subsequent period ; and u hilst David was still 
living, an assembly was held at York, at which the Kings both of 
Scotland and England were present, and “ in that assemblie, King 
William surrendered into the hands of King John, the lands of 
Cumberland, Huntingdon, and Northumberland; to the intention 
he should assigne lliose lands againe unto Ins sonne, Prince Alex- 
ander, (afterwards Alexander the Second,) and lie to do homage 
for the same, according to the nnmer and custome in that case 
provided, for a knowledge and recognition that those lands were 
holden of the Kings of England, as superior lords of the same/'f 
This Alexander attended the coronation of Edward the First, 
whose sister, Margaret, he had married; and ‘‘ at that time, 
Prince Alexander, King Alexander s sonne, did iiomage unto King 
Edward for the Earldome of Huutiiigclou, as the Scolisli writers 
doo testifie/’^ 

In 

Robert Bruce, who was afterwards King of Scotland, in right of hit 
descent from Ear! David. Margery, daughier of King Robert Bruce, 
married Walter, Lord High dYctcart/ of Scotland ; and their son, Ro- 
bert, ascended the Scottish throne in right of his mother, on the de- 
cease of her brother, David the Second. Such was the origin of the 
Royal Line of the Stuarts, The claim of the House of Brunswick to 
the Throne of Great Britain, was also derived from the Stuart family, 
through the marriage of Elizabeth, daughter of James the First, with 
Frederick, the Elector Palatine, and afterwards King of Bohemia. It 
was on this Princess that Sir Henry VVotton wrote his elegant verses, 
beginning with, ' ^'ou meaner beauties of the night,' &;c. See in Kent, 
Vol. Vlil. p. 1213,-U. 

^ liol. Chron. Vol. V. p. 302. f Ibid. p. 304,-5. 

i Ibid. p. 320. 
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In tlie sul)se(|uent wars, occasioned by the rival claiins to the 
Scottish Crown, of the families of Bruce and Baliol, this E^Lirldoin* 
was seized by tlie Kings of England; and Edward the Third, in 
his eleventh year, created William Clinton, Earl of Huntingdon. 
Some portion of the land, however, was still retained by the 
Bruces, and from them descended to the knightly family of Cot- 
ton.f Guiscard d^\ngolesme was the next Earl; and after his 
death, in 1380, tht title was conferred on John Holland, “ who 
was succeeded by his son John, and (he by) his son Henry, who 
were both likewise Dukes of Exeter. Thomas (iray, afterwards 
Marquis of Dorset, was the next that had this honour for a little 
while; for it appears from the Kecords, that \V ill iaiii Herbert, 
Earl of Pembroke, ‘ brought the charter of creation,' by which 
his father was made Earl of Pembroke, ‘ into Chancery to be 
cancelled;' and that Edward the Fourth, in the seventeenth year 
of his reign, created him Earl of Hnntingdon.'’j llenny the Eighth, 
in his twenty-tirst year, bestowed this title on George Hastings, 
grandson to the Lord Havtings, beheaded b\ the Duke of Gloces- 
ter, and in Ins posterity it i ontinued till the decease of Francis, 
tenth and last Eari of this Ikinily, in wlien the title became 

extinct. 

The general form of this county is an irregular square. On the 
south-east and north-east sides it is bounded by Cambridgeshire, 
on the north and nortli-west by Northamptonshire, and on the 
south-west 1)> Bedfordshire. Its limits are chiefly artificial: the 
river None on the Noithauiptonshhe border, with the King's Delf, 
the Old West Water, and the Ouse River, on the Cambridgeshiic 
side, being the prineipal exceptions. The extent of this county, 
from south to north, is thirty miles; its greatest breadth, from 
east to west, twenty- three; and its circumlereiice about one hun- 
dred: 


^ ‘‘ The Scots, as the wars came on,” says Camden, ** lost this title, 
and a fine estate in England.” Gough's Edit. roL IL p. Job. 

t Sec under Connic.gion. + Gough’s Can^. tihi supra. 
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dred:* its superficial contents has been estimated at from 2120,000 
to 240,000 acres. It contains six market towns; one hundred and 
seven parishes, 6’97d houses, and 37,5()S inhabitants, vi/. 18, .521 
males, and 19>047 females, according to the late returns made 
nnder the Population and Poor Acts. It sends four ^leinbers to 
Parliament; two for the shire, and two for tiie tow!i of Hunting- 
don. “ The government of this county is very peculiar ; Cam- 
bridgeshire being joined to it under one Sheritf, who is chosen out 
of that county one year, out of the Isle of Kly the se< (*u(l, ainl 
out of this county ilie third; and in the Isle of Kly alternatelv out 
of the north and south parts/'t The whole of this county is in 
the diocese of Lincoln. 

Huntingdonshire, says Leland, in old time, was inneli more 
woody than it is now, and the dere resortid to the fennes; it is 
full loug sins it was deforestid/'J ('amden (()rn)borates this, and 
states, that “ the iiihabitants say it was once covered with woods; 
and it appears to have been a forest till Henry the Second, in the 
beginning of his reign, distbrested tlie w hole, as set forlli l)y an 
old perambulation, ‘except Waybridge, Sapple, and IJirlliei, 
which were the Lord’s woods, and remain f(ucst.”§ Sir Jlobert 
Cotton says, tin's country was not coniplctcly disafi'oresicd till Ed- 
ward the First’s lime, when that Sovereign, in his Iwentvninth 
year, confirmed the great charter granted by Henry the Tiiird, 
and left no more forest than his own demesne. || 

This 

^ These numbers result from an attentive admeasurement of the best 
maps: the extent of the county has been hitherto staled too low. 

t Gough’s Cam. Vol. II. p. 157, from Mag. lirit. Vol. II. p. 1044. 

J Itin. Vol. IV. p. 48. § Gough's Edit. ^bl. II. p. 153. 

II Ibid. p. 157. From a presentment made in the twenty-fourth of 

Edward the F'irst, (anno 1.105,) and recorded by Dugtl.ile, (IJist, of 

Imbanking, See. p. 307,) it appears, that “ the tenants of the Abbots 

Ramsey, in the town of Ramsey, and the tenants of the Abbots of 

Thorncy, 
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This description of forest land cannot be supposed to apply to 
the Fais, of which there are 44,000 acres in this county, exclusive 
of about 5000 acres of what are called skirly lands.* These con- 
stitute nearly a seventh part of what is called the Great Bedford 
Level, but they belong to that division called the Middle Level,! 
and are principally found on the nortli and north-eastern parts of 
the county. About 8 or 1(^000 acres of the fen-lands are produc- 
tive, yet the expense of kee[>ing them from inundation amountji 
to almost one third of the rents, through the imperfect state of 
the drainage. “ It may seem paradoxical,” says Mr. Maxwell, 
that the Fens of Huntingdonshire, whose surface is comparative- 
ly high, should be worse drained than those that lie between them 
and the sea, the surface of which last is considerably lower; the 
natural supposition being, that water will inevitably fall from the 
Jiigher to the lower level. But this is the case with all tlic fens 
tiiat are upon the skirts of the high land, and proves only, that 
the general drainage was executed njx)n principles fundamentally 
wrong. The fact is, tliat there was not a proper outfal to the 
sea, at the time of the general undertaking to dram tlie fens, 
nearly a century and a half ago; and ingenious men employed 
themselves not in obtaining an outfal, as they ought to have done, 
but ill constructing large drains, and high banks, within the boun- 
daries of the fens, expecting tlic water would force its own pas- 
sage, ill spile of c\ery impediment; Ihoiigh the distance between 
the ten and the sea, was Iroin ten to htteeii and twenty miles. 
This not proving to be the case, ingenuity was set to work, to 
invent engines for the purpose of throwing the water out of the 

lands 

1 homey, in N\ hlttlesea, had wasted all the fen of King’s Delf of the 
alders, hassocks, and rushes, estimated at a thousand acres, so that the 
King's deer could not have hai hour there, as before that perambulation.’* 

* Stone’s Gen. View, &c. of iluniingdon, p. 8; and Maxwell’s 
Gen, View, p. J3. 

t For various historical and descriptive particulars of the Great Level 
of the i’ens, see in Cambridgeshire, \'ol, 11. p. 8—18, 
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lands into the inten-al rivers. Stiii if did not find its way fo tlic 
sea, l)ut overtopped the banks, or broke tiiein down with the 
weight of its pressure : even to this iiioiiient, instead of resorting 
to the out till, the engines have been increased in size, and the 
biviks raised still higner, so that the water, which, it there had 
been an ouital, would have found its way to the sea, and if left 
to itself, would have rested on the lowest of the land, has be(*ii 
forced in a retrograde motion, over the surface of the higher lands; 
and heiice the deplorable state of the fens in Hiintingd()n>hire.’''*' 

The mode of management of the fen- lands has been imu h im- 
proved of late years. Formerlv “ nothing was thought of hnt 
getting as much as possible out ol‘ the land, and trusting to a ge- 
neral drowning for restoring its gootlness : the ((Miiinoii pnictiee 
now is, first, to set apart some given proportion ot tlu* farm, 
which is held sacred from the plough; then to have one thinl of 
the remainder under the plougli, and two thinU in grass; keeping 
the wlude of that remainder in a succession of tillage and grass. 
That p( rlion whicli is immediately under the [)longli, is divided 
either into tiirec or four seasons tor oc<upalion, asiollows: if 
into three, first }ear, pare and burn, after six, seven, or eight, 
years, grass, and coleseed hrushed in upon tlie first ploughing, 
but htlle or none suffered to stand for a t rop, it being fed otf in 
the w inter w ith sheep ; and then generally ailt r one ploughing, 
sowed the second year, with oat>, which are generally so rank as 
to make it iinpraclicable to have gra^s seeds with llieiii; third 
year, wheat or oats, with seeds, to remain until it conies again 
into a succession for tillage, if three crops of wheal are taken, 
oats are sowed, after the wheat, or wheat, after tlie oats, and 

sometimes 

^ Gen. View, See, of Hunt. p. J 1. ** The fen is generally unpro- 

ductive, being constantly either covered with water, or, at least, in 
too wer a state for cultivation; and considerable parts are very fre- 
quently forfeited to the corporation of the Bedford Level, the tax an- 
nually chaiged upon the fen for its drainage, far exceeding any advan- 
tages the proprietors can derive from the soil in its present state, so that 
they rather prefer relinquishing their estates, than to pay the taxes iiur 
posed upon them.** Sione ^ Gen. f iew, p. 13. 
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sometimes oats or barley/’* The fen men arc the most expert 
of any in tlie world at ploughing, f no such thing as a driver 
being known, allhough they frequently plough wnli three mares, 
which are always abriast, and guided with a line; and it is incre- 
dible how fast the business proceeds. — A fen }>loughiiian has 
been known to win a considerable wager, by ploughing an acre 
of high land without a single balk, keeping his mares always 
in a trot even at the land's ends, those being the two conditions ot 
the bet. The coinnion rate of ploughing is about two statute 
acres with tiie paring ])lough, and about one acre and a half with 
the seed plough per day.”J The fen farmers use light waggons in- 
stead ot’ carts, one side of the waggon being made ot loose boards, 
for convenioK V in the carriage, and distribution of farm-yard ma- 
nure. ']’he average rent of the cultivated part of the fens, is from 

ten 


** Maxwell's Gen. View, p 8. - 9 . 


[■ 'J1 i; plou^diri'.tn of Norfolk and Suffolk should, perhaps, be excepted 
from this general statement. 


i Maxw* !i’s Cicu. Wewy p. 10, ’I'lie sort of plough for paring, 
\\:is oi i' inally intioduccd from lioliand, and has only one handle, from 
ihc' hinder part of which pn'jects a kind of crutcli, horizontally disposed, 
and upon itiis the ho.Mer bears with his left hand, walking upright. 
From the same? handh , ai; 'liier cruicli pia hxts at right angles with the 
former, but C(msiJcr:iblv 1 >wer down; a^id this the ’ older uses occa- 
sionally with his right hand, for the purpose cither of keeping the plough 
steady, or assisting to turn it at the land’s end. Instead of a foot, or 
wheel, to support the beam of the phnigh, they use what is called a 
scaife, which is .i circular plate of iron, turn'ng constantly round, the 
edgts of which are steeled, and, together with the edge of the share, 
arc kept as sharp as a penknife, by means of a file, which the plough- 
man carries with him for that purpose. "J’his they call the whole Dutch ; 
they have likewise wliat they call the three-quarter Dutch, and the 
half Dutch plough, differing from t!ie foimcr in the bieadth and strengt!. 
of the share; and these two sorts are used for the seed-furrow, as it is 
called, which means that ploughing upon which the seed is brushed in, 
if cole-seed, and harrowed in, if corn. 1 he latter is used with a foot 
instead of a scaife, and is equally adapted for ploughing strong high 
land, on which it is frequently used upon the edges of the fens,” Jb:d. 
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fen to twelve shillings |>er acre, suh.jcct to tithes: in a few iii-^ 
stances, the rent is as high as forty shillings per acre. The Skirtj/- 
lands are those which border on the fens, and partake of the pro- 
perties of moor, combined with whatever soil, whether clay, gra- 
vel, or loam, that may be be prevalent in the adjacent up lands. 
In general, these lands afford luxuriant grazing ; and the surface 
being considerably higher than that of the fens, properly so called, 
would be seldom flooded, were it not for the injudicious contri- 
vances by which the waters from the lower laiitls are raised up, 
instead of being drained off by a proper outfal. 

The Meadow Lands, which are the next in order on the scale 
of elevation, consist of about twelve or fourteen hundred acres, 
bordering on the rivers None and Ouse, but chiefly on tlie latter. 
These are extremely productive, but the produce is frequently da- 
maged by the floods, and the crops sometimes totally carried a\\a\ 
this chiefly happens along the banks of the Ouse, from St, Neot s 
to Erith; and the numerous water-mills which are placed u})ou this 
stream increase the risk of damage.* Though these meadows are 
in general very favorably situated for the purpose, the art of pro- 
perly w'atering them is but little practised. Tlic pasture lands are 
commonly kept too wet, and are too generally suffered to be over- 
run with ant-hills. 

The Soils ill the upland parts of the county are various, but 
principally consist of a strong, deep cla\, more or less intermingled 
with loam; or of a deep gravelly soil, witli loam. Of wliat are 
called the deep-stapled lands, “ great part is still in an o|)en field 
state, wliere each particular occupier is necessarily t»l>ligc(l to jiiir- 
sue whatever course of tillage is practised by the parish at large. 
This on the best of the land is a four }ears course, viz. tirst \ear, 
fallow; second, wheat or barley ; third, beans; fourth, barh v or 
wheat. On the more ordinary land, as in the still less fertile parts 
of the county, a three years course is pursued ; as, first, fallow; 
second, wheat or barley; third, beans and j)ea.s, or oats; where 
the laud is fit for turnips, tirst, turnips; second, barley or wheat; 

third. 


♦ Stonc ’5 Gen. View, p. C8. 
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third, wheat, if after barley ; or beans, if after wheat. The ave- 
rage produce from the best of tlie inclosed lands, may be stated 
at five quarters per acre of barley, four ot beans, and three and 
a half of wheat;** Upwards of one third of the high lands are 
yet luiiiiclosed. The more ancient inclosed parts, are, generally 
sjieaking, in the hands of large proprietors; but in the new inclo* 
sures, and in the open fields, property is divided among a much 
greater number of persons. Tlie rental of many farms in the in- 
closed parts, amounts from 2001. to 5001. per annum: in the 
open fields, the farms are mostly under 1501. a year, and down- 
wards to as low as 50l. a year. On some estates, the tenantry 
have no more than a yearly interest in the lands they occupy. Tlit 
Woodlands are but of inconsiderable extent, and the country is 
thin of timber: lliis is attributed to the very great demand for it 
in the fens; and the underwood is sold at a higher price by tlie 
|>ole, than in most other counties. 

The breed of Shcej) u|K)n the inclosed pastures is of a mixed 
description, nearly approaching (o the I^iioestershire and Lincoln- 
shire kinds, with which the native breed has lieen much crossed, 
'riie sheef) arc of the ]>olled sort, and though profitable, are not 
distinguished for symmetry of form. The wool is of pretty good 
quality ; the average produce is between seven and eight pounds 

from 

MaxwrU’s Cen. View, p. 15 aad 17. Mr. Stone says (Gen. 
\ ievv, p IJ) “ the common-field land in each respective parish is divided 
into three ^•:arU; one part is annually fallowed : a moiety of this is fold- 
ed with sheep, and sown with wheat; and the other moiety is dunged, 
and sown with barley in the succeeding spring. 'I'hc part which pro- 
duces w'hcat, is broken up, and sown with oats ; and the part which 
produces barley, is at the same time generally sown with beans or peaj ; 
and then it comes in routine to be again fallowed in the third year. This 
is the best husbandry of the common fields ; but is not invariably pursu- 
ed, as many farmers attend to their own immediate interests, without 
a due regard to their future advantage, by a mode of proceeding called 
cr.ow-cropping, which is the sowing of w heat upon part of the land that 
should produce barley ; and oats upon another oart of the land which 
shop Id produce peas or beans.*’ 
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from each fleece. The sheep hrec! in the ojicn fields andcarnmoii 
lands, are much inferior ; and their average produce of wool is 
scarcely half the above quantity: those bred in the cultivated part 
of the fens, are mostly of the Lincolnshire sort, though not of the 
superior kind. The Neat Ceittle are the refuse of the J^incashire, 
Leicestershire, and Derbyshire breeds, or are href! from those 
sorts without any particular care in selecting them: oxen are pur- 
chased for grazing without any particular choice in the breed, and 
unfortunately are never used in husbandry. From the open state 
of the country, dairv-tarniing is not much followed; and the cows 
are used for suckling calves in the southern parts, to supply the 
London market.”* In the fens, Marcs are used for all the pur- 
poses of agriculture; and every fanner breeds tVom them as many 
as he can, sj lling the colts ofl'at tw'o years old ; and as many of 
the fillies as can be spared, with proper attention to the filling up 
of his team. They are also in general use for the same purposes 
in the other parts of the county; but the higli-land farmer does 
not breed near so many colts as the ten inan; though, in general, 
they have an eye to the keeping up of their teams witiiout going 
to fairs .”t 

The situation of the laborers in bus])andry is somewhat difTe- 
rcntly stated by the respective autliors ot the agricultural surveys 
of this county. Mr. Maxwell observes, tliat the po<»i , in gene- 
ral, have dwellings suited to their station; and as almost everyone 
of them may grow- his own potatoes, and have runstani employ- 
ment, they are naturally as little disposed to emigrate from Hun- 
tingdonshire, as from other counties.'’! On the contrary, Mr, 
Stone remarks, that “ the little enijdoymciil given lotlie linsband- 
nien, in respect to constant work throughout the year, the la- 
borers remain with the farmers during the winter season to thrash 
out their grain, and on the approach of suinnier, set ofi' tor more 
cultivated counties, where labor is more refpiired-' "inhere is “ a 
scarcity, ” he coalinucs, “ of comfortable cottages for llie poor of 

this 


^ Stone’s Gen. View, p. 14. 
t Gen. View, p. 9 and 18. 


I Gen, \ lew, p. 19. 
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this county; and the farmers arc more studious to prevent this ve- 
ry necessary class of men from making seltlements amongst them, 
than to provide them useful and prolitable employments: the 
most distressing circumstance resulting from which is, that, on the 
approach of iiarvcst, inhabitants of the country cannot be found 
to reap, gallier, and embarn the corn ; and were it not from the 
accidental peregrinations of the Irish, of manufacturers from Lei- 
ccstersiiir(‘, aiul persons of other distant counties, the com must 
he spoiled in the fields. Hence it results, that in some parts of 
the county, in times when labourers are scarce, a guinea and up* 
wards per acre is frequently paid for reaping wheat and oats, 
wliicli, according to an equal scale in the price of labour, might 
otherwise he performed for seven shillings; and it has often oc- 
curred, tliat at a critical time in harvest, when labourers have been 
wanted extremely, that lialf-a-guiuea per day, and even upwards, has 
been paid lheni/‘^ 

The high roatls in Huntingdonshire are in general pretty good: 
the cioss-roads are butindifl'erent; and in the winter season, many of 
them become neaj ly impassable. No Manufactures of note are car- 
ried on ill this county, and hardly any thing that bears reference to 
them, except wool-stapling, and spinning yarn if the latter is the chiefs 
VoL. VII, June, ivSOS. Z business 

^ Ceil. View, p. 15,-10. Comfortable habitations should be pro- 
vided upon every estate, for the industrious labourers who are employed 
upon it ; and where it is necessary that any new erections shall take 
place, I would recommend that they should be placed contiguous to 
each other, and that each labourer should have a portion of land to sup- 
ply him with esculent roots; and where necessary, with the means of 
maintaining an hardy cow, of the Scotch or Welsh breeds: provision 
thus made, for the necessary labourers upon each estate, there would 
be no doubt of an increase of inhabitants, whose duty, as well as interest^ 
it would be, to exert themselves to the utmost of their power for the 
farmers, at all seasons of the year, whilst the influence of the neighbour- 
ing magistracy would be a barrier against their being oppressed/' 

Ibid, p, 33. 

t As a local exception, perhaps, it should be mentioned here, that 
the French prisoners in Yaxley Barracks employ themselves in making 
bone -boxes, and other toys and light articles. 
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business of the women and children in the winter se ason ; in sum- 
mer they seek a more profitable employ in the fields. The lirew- 
ing trade furnislies another means of employment, though to no 
great extent, the produce being wholly for home consumption. 
The climate is regarded as ver\ healthy; coiisuleiing the space oc- 
cupied by the fens, and that many parts ot* the county an' but 
badly supplied with pure water, either from springs or livers.* 
The principal Rivers connected with Huntingdonsliire, aie the 
Ouse, and the None, or Nen. The Ouse, uliich is soinrtinies 
called the Lesser Ouse, to distinguidi it from another of the same 
name in Yorkshire, enters the county from BtMlforfishirc between 
St. Neot's and Little Paxton, and in its northern course towards 
Huntingiion, is increased b> a combination ol* viiiaU streams fioiu 
the north-west. Having fiasscxl that lomi, it assnim s an easterly 
directioii, and flowing by the west end of St. Ives, bt‘coines, near 
Holywell, the boundary between this county and (>.imbri<lgeshirc, 
till it finally enters the Great Level of the Fens in tlio neiglibonr- 
bood of Erith: this river is navigable along its whole line across 
this county. The Nene rises in Northamptonshire, and flowing 
through a delightful vale, reaches Huntingdonshire near Elton, 
where it becomes the boundary between both counties, and me«in- 
deting to the north, passes Varwcll and \\ audsfbrd : soon alter, 
winding to the east through a more level country, it pursues a 
devious course to Peterborough, below whicli it sinks into tiie 
Fens, and slowly winds onward to tiie Some smaller 

streams w^ater the north-cast shle of this counts, (ogethei with so- 
vend large Meres, or pools of water; namely, IVhittksca Mere, 
Eanisey Mere, Vgg-Mere, &:c. of these Wlnttlcsca Mere is by 
fiir the largest, and covers an area of several miles extent ; it af- 
fords excellent sailing and fishing, and is in the summer season 
much frequented by fuirties of pleasure. Some ideas of draining 
this Mere liave been entertained, and the scheme is not supposed 
to be impracticable, though many persons object to its being car- 
laed into effect, from an unwillingness “ to be deprived of so beau- 

litui 


** Maxwell’s Gen. View, p. 7 
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tiAil a piece or water, or to lose tbe excellent fish it produces.*^ 
Tl»e supporters of the plan argue that the general healthfuliiess of 
the neighbourhood would be improved by it ; whilst at the same 
time, a considerable extent of fertile land would be added to the 
surrounding estates. Most of the Meres are visited by abundance 
of wild fowl. 

The principal Land-owners in this county in the Norman times, 
as recorded in the Domesday Book, were the King; the Bishops 
of Lincoln and Constance; the Abbots of Ely, Croyland, Ramsey, 
Thorney, and Peterborough; the Countess Judith, Sberiif Eustace, 
Earl Eustace, Earl of Ow, Ear! Hugh, Walter Giffard, William 
de Warren, Hugh de Bolebcc, EadoFitz-Hubert, Swain of Essex, 
Roger de Iveri, Arnulf de Hesding, Gilbert de Gaunt, Aubery de 
Ver, Ralph Fitz-Osmund, and Rotbais, wife of Richard Fitz« 
Gilbert. 

Richard Cocur de Lion granted a tythe of the Hares, Foxes, 
&c. caught in this county, to the Abbey at Peterborough, by the 
following charter. Richardus Dei Gratia Rex Ange, Dux Nor* 
man. Aquit, Comes Audeg. Justic. Vic. Foresiariis if omnibus 
ministrls h; fidelibus S2ds Francis Sf Anglis Salutem. Sciatis no^ 
concessissc Carta htd conjirmassc, Abbati de Burgo, Mona* 
chis iim. Deo servient ibus iotam Decimam totius Vemtionisy qum 
capietur in Hunt ingdonsc ire quiciinq\ earn ceperit, in perpetuum ; 
ct (jiiod liceat vis venari Leporem, Vulpem, Catum: Salva alid 
Venatione nostra. Et Idea prokibemus ?ie aliquis eos inde impediat, 
nvc Decimam predictam eis detineat. Ft precipivius Foresiariis, 
ut imus(juisq\ in Balliva sua, eis Dechnam suam habere faciat., 
T. Waltero Arehiepiscopo Rothom. 24 Die Martii, apud Rothom. 
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^ Stone’s Gen. View, p. I. 
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The following summary of the &c. of Huntingdon- 

shire, is taken from the returns made to the House of Coinnions, 
under tlie Act of 1 800. 
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HUNTINGDON, 

Called ITuntandcuc in tlie Saxon Ciironick%* and IJuntantim 
in Ollier ancient writings, the principal town in this countv. It 
is situated on the northern side of the riv('r Ouws on gentiv-rising 
ground, and is neurly connected l)\ three bridges and a causeway 
with tlie village of Godmanchester, ‘whence it sprung,’ according to 
( anulen.t Henry of Hvmtingiloii, the Archdeacon, and Histo- 
rian, describes it as “ snrpassiii" all the neighbouring towns both 
in pl( asinitness of situation, beauty ot‘ hnildirigs, nearness to the 
fens, and plenty of game and lish.’ 

Mo^>t w liters agree with Camden in respect to the origin of this 
town; and lilx<‘ him, also, have placed the Di HOLt uontf: of 
Aiitonl?ins at (iodmanchestcr ; yet the nalnie of the ground atibrds 
decisive evidence that the Ituni.tn station could nol have been at 
that village, but was raiher at Huntingilon, w here the entr<*nch- 
ineiit*' yet nauaining siiow tlie works to have lictai \ery strong and 
extensive. It is true llial these works arc geueraily referred to 
times long suhse<juenl to the lloiiian period ; u t even Ciimden s 
own testimony may be urged in >uppoi1 of the opim<»n, that they 
had a lar more remote oiiiiin than is commonly i’i^^ii;ned. “ On 
tin? liver near the J^iidge, ’ lie observes, vvliicli is fair built of 
stone, ait to he seen the inouul and site oi’ a C as VLK, wlucli, in 
the veai Iving Edward tlie Elder uuilt unvxv; and David, l(ie 

Scot, (to whom, aecuieiing to ;m aucieiil historian, ‘ KingMepiien 

Z v) gav t* 

^ p. 107, ttifh Ilf), 'flie iVit)I;c 

tf r.sJirif, or II inUrizuUiic : tli:n e, ihe iltU or /Ar.cru o! ii'iritr;, as 
lleriiy fjf I lunlingUoii ir.iei pi eieih ii ; vvhciue it UM Ui ip. torMirou 

^ical, an Hunter.'* baker’s Ni^^S \ oi. \X\vl. iV-'u; a indorsed 

Caito}’, and supposed to havt ix-en 'Mr Ko'joii Coiiop’^, Lk.s * u a utrp 
ins,' says ttie Mho ad.duitjus art moit ihuiilu' 'iigir.ai m uu:- 

Ibid.'’' In tiio Dvanesday book ihiS lowu ss Ca.ieu i lua^LdiHLt^ 

;• brit. \'oi. 11- p. tad, Ldit I'iiSiL 

* Whenever it'iiaasr tint is a‘i;aba rc-ivrrcd ta m dv cnsuvi^; k wi'il 

i'C l>y the wools (ot'L n Us .inu tlic VNU.ict* "vs ill 1 h; iiui.i u ^-tv} pur- 

posely made, and m my poises; loii. L. W. 
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gave the borough of Huntingdon for an augmentation of his estate,^ 
enlarged with many works."* Now tlie rebuilding of the Castle 
by the above Sovereign, evinces, in a great nieasufg, its previous 
antiquity ; and its site, as in Camden’s time, still remains to prove, 
that DO spot of ground in this neighbourhood could be better 
adapted for a station or fortress. On the south it is bounded by 
the river, from which it rises very abruptly to a considerable 
height, and from its summit commands a fine view over a great 
expanse of country, particularly to the south ; the prospect to- 
wards the north must also have been formerly very extensive, but 
is now impeded by the houses of the town. The outer ramparts 
inclose an area of several acres, of a square form, with the an- 
gles rounded off, and the whole was environed by a deep ditch : 
the banks on the south, and south-east, are still very bold ; the 
principal entrance was on the east side. Not any vestiges of build- 
ings now' remain, but the foundations may in various places lie 
traced from the unevenness of the surface: the artificial mount, 
on which most probably stood the keep of the Castle, was surround- 
ed by a ditch. Towards the west, the high ground continues for 
some distance ; but on the nortli and east it niore quickly declines. 
Such arc the characteristics of this spot : the situation, and square 
form of the inclosed area, furnish strong evidence of a Roman 
origin ; and though no coins are known to have been found lierc, 
as at Godmanchester, that circumstance alone cannot be admitted 
as sufficient to invalidate the assumed fart. Both the distance and 
the ancient name, as recorded in the Itinerary, will suit Hunting- 
don, equally as well as Godmanchester; and as the latter place, 
from the lowness of its situation, would never ha\e been selected 
by the Romans for the site of a fort, in direct contradiction to 
Ihpir acknowledged systeni of piilitary tactics, while the short dis- 
tance of half a mile afforded them such a superior and proper 
choice of ground, and as no vestige of entrenchments can be 

foqnd, 

^ Jlumen prope pontem qui e saxo viuo speciosus cst, moles 4r 
area Castri C€iiiiiui\ quod amio reparutoc salutis yi7 Ed war Dos 
Senior inst&urauity Dauid Scotus, cui, \t antiqiius hahet historicus^ 
* Stephanus Rtx Burgum Huntingdon in augnientum dederut,* multis 
•peribus adauxit Brit. p. 395. Edit, 1690. 
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found , nor arc remembered to cxi^t, at Godnianchester,* the 
removal of the assigned Roman slatniii from that village to Hunt- 
ingdon, will not be regarded as an unwarrantable libertj'.f That 
tiny Roman coins, or otlier antiquities, have been met with about 
tlie Castle II ills, lias not been recorded ; but on that which adjoins 
the site of the fortress, and on w'hich the w'indmill stands, was 
dug up, about two years ago, a hunran skeleton in a stone trough, 
or colhn. 

Camidcn supposes the appellation DuroliporUe, to be a cornip* 
lion from Durosiponie, (more accurately Dwr-osi-ponte,) “ signi- 
fying, in British, the Bridge over the f rater Osc; for all allow that 
this river is indid'ereiitly called Use, Ise, Ose, and Ouse,*^ This 
etymology seems very just; for anciently, as it still does in time 
of floods, the ri\cr nuisl have spread over the low grounds under 
the Castle Hills, in a broad expansive sheet. He states, also, that 
the Castle itself was utterly destroyed by Henry the Second, not 
only from its having become a retreat for ‘ seditious rebels/ but 

Z 4 from 

* Some conjectures on the name of Godman-c/<f^/cr, and on the Ro- 
man coins fi’und there, will be inseiicd under the proper head. 

t Baxter, in his * Glossariam yiutiqmtuiimi Britinmicajurn,'^ p, 1)2, 
113, is the only writer that has belore placed tne Durolipunte, or, as 
he reads it, Durocinonic, at Huntingdon; but he otfers nu other argu- 
ment than what is deiivcd from the name, as he conjectures ti to have 
been written, in support of his opinion: his words art as rt)!iows: “ Du- 
KOCINONTE : Antonini Libris turpi viiio scribilur Duroiipontt, 6c Ra- 
vennati etiam Monacho correpte Darcinutc, vel fbrsan Durciminte, 
Oppidum hoc cst l^axonibus ibridv‘i vece Ii]uitundHn, appellatum ; cgm, 
si plene scriberetur, deberei esse DurocirtonUdun, Siquidem ipsuin 
vetus Durocindum possit esse Garmouveasttr, de Germanis Incolis ita 
appellatum; D urocinonte quod Girxiis Bntannis cesserat, 

ip’diiUj sive rnag:s OntedoH. Idem enim iJunte vel Onie (quod 6l Bri- 
lannis Jnle, Unte, & Hdtd) quod baxonibus eiiam Gtond Anglis- 
que Pondt Gltra & Ulteriar. Sit igitur Duvocpiduvi nostrum 
Gorm A i^CHESTLR, & Jpurorinonte JIuHteiiduK, sive IIuntin gton. 
pe Goroiundo sive Guihruuo Dano, quzeraiu quibus fabella? placiturae 
sunt.** Scarcely a shadow of argunivni| however, can be advanced in 
support of Durocindum being at Godmanchesier, 
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from the frequent contentions for its possession between the Scots 
and the St. Lizes, wliich occasioned him to level it with the ground, 
he having sworn in his anger, that ‘ it should no longer be a cause 
of dispute.' Below the high groimd to the south-westward of the 
entrenchments, is an extensive and fertile meadow, called Ports* 
holm, which Camden des( ribes as ‘ the most fresh and beautifid 
that the sun ever shone upon.’ This meadow is partly surrounded 
by tile Ouse river; and here the Huntingdon AV/rrs are ludd ; a 
small part of it, which belonged to t!ie Protector Cromwell, and now 
to the Earl of Sandwich, still bears the ap[icllation ot CroinweH's 
Acres. 

Huntingdon is a borough by prescri))tion, and the only one in 
the whole shire. In the lime of Edward the Conlesst>r, asajipears 
from the Domesday lh)ok, there were in ‘ this hurgli, four ft rliugs,^ 
in two of which were 1 1() burgesses paying custom and geld, and 
under tliem 100 bordaiii,t who hcl)) to pay the geld: in tlie other 
two tt'rlings were 140 burgesses, subject to all customs, and llic 
King’s geld/ 

Scarcely any historical events are recorded as happening in this 
town. During the Civil Wars in the time oi Charles the First, it 
was pillaged by the King's troops, who, coininunded by the King 
in person, and taking advantage of the absence ot the Parliament’s 
army in the west, suddenly entered the ‘ associated eastern coun- 
ties,' and commilted great ravages. Whitelocke, who notices this 
under the date of August 25, l6'45,t after lueiitioning a skirmish with 

the 

^ A^Ferling is Mhe 4lli part of a yardland Kelham, p. 210. Sir 
Edward Coke explains a fei ling by ihiiiy-two acresi Speinian, by ten 
acres. 

f Ihe Bordarit, says Cowc!, were distinct from the Servi and Vil- 
lani, and seem to be those of a less servile condition, who had a bord, 
or cottage, with a small parcel of land, allowed to liiem.' — “ 'They were 
drudges, and performed vile services, which were reservi cl by the J^oid 
upon a poor little house, and a small parcel of land, and might perhaps 
do domestic works, such as grinding, threshing, drawing water, culling 
wood, llov^ard, p, 2U4. Brad, P rtf, p. jt). 


X VVhitelocke’s Memorials, p. 153. 
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the van of the Kiiisj's army, (w liich consisted of about 5000 horse 
and dragoons,) says, “ on Sunday last, in the afternoon, the Kings 
forces entered Huntingdon, after some resistance made at the 
bridge by Captain Beiinet, with his foot, till he, his lieutenant, 
and many of his men, were slain; the King’s souldiirs miserably 
jdnndered the town, and the counties of Bedford and Cambridge, 
and took away their horses an<l goods/*^ A few years before this, 
in March, Charles stopt here in his way to York, where 

lie kept his court for some months previous to the coinmencement 
of hosiilities ; ainl from hence he sent a message to the Parliament, 
iK'qcaiutiiig them with his intenticn ot making York his residence, 
and desiring them not upon any pretence of an ordinance, to 
which his assent is not given, as by law' it onglit, to doe against 
itiw, wliicb he was to kcepy ami bis subjects to ohnj^^ 

The Ileligioijs Houses, of which there were ibrinerly no less 
than four of ditrerent descriptions in this town, are almost as en- 
tindy obiiterated as the buildings of the Castle. 'I'lie most ancient 
of tlu^e was a Priory of Austin Canohs, founded on the spot 
where St. Mary’s Cliurcli now stands, before the year i)73, as ap- 
pears from a charter of that date, gnnited by King Ecigar to 
Thorney Abbey, and in which lie conbnns to Tliorney, * dims 
iiunisds juxta Jlinitandtme, ct MonastenoUnn S, AJaritc extra oppi^ 
du?n (Icdieatum si/pradirtum/l Here it <ontinue(l till the time of 
King Stephen, or Henry the Second, when Eustace do * Lnveiote,” 
says Leland, “ translated the channons from the plate where now 
St. Maries Church is, to the place without the town, wliere late it 
stood.”§ It is most probable tliat on this removal, the number 
of monks was increased, and the endow ineiit:. enlaigt d, as Cam- 
den mentions the founders of the Priory, ‘‘ whose wails,” he con- 
tinues, ‘‘ J saw below tlie town to the east,” to liave been ‘ the 
Empress Maud and Eustace Lovetoft;’|| and in the Monasticon^f 
the saidEnipiessis mentioned as a benefactor to this eslablishmenr. 

At 

Whitelccke's Memorials, p. 134. f l!)id. p. 34. 

i See Dug. Mon. Vol. I. p. 244, a. 

U Brit. Gough’s Edit. VoL II. p. 133 . 


§ Lei. It in. Vol. IV. p. 49. 
^ Vol. IL p. 23. 
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At the period of the Dissolution, its inmates Here a Prior, eleven 
Canons, and thirt>-tbur servants; and its annual revenues were 
valued at J87J. 13s. 8^d. according to Diigdale; or, according 
to Speed, at 2321. 7s. 0|d. Soon afterwards, in 1342, the dis- 
solved Monastery was granted, by Henry the Eighth, to Sir Ricli- 
?ird Cromwell, alias Williams, great grandfather to the Protector 
Oliver Cromwell, and at that time one of the King's chief favorites. 
His son, Sir Henry Cromwell, bequeathed it to his second scmi, 
Robert Cromwell, Esq. )li^ father of the Protector Cronn^ell, 
by the latter of wUpui it was sold, with other estates, in and near 
Huntingdon, to two of his own family, uho soon aftcniards con.. 
\cyed the whole to Sir Sidney Montagu, ancestor to the present 
Earl of Sandwich. The buildings have long been demolished; 
but the * lanes which sever tiie closes from each other, still retain 
tlieir ancient appellation. In the Priory Close, two stone coilins were 
dug up ill the course of the last ceatur\.’* In this Priory, David 
Bruce, the Scotch Earl of Huntingdon, and hrotherto King William, 
was buried; and “ there was also an elegant monument, with the 
figure of a knight on horsi'back feifuesj in his hunting dress, as- 
cribed by the townVpeo})le to another Earl of Hualingd%»n/H 
The next foundation in order ol time, was an Hospital dedi- 
cated to St. Margaifct, ‘ for a Master and Hrethn n, and .se\eiiil 
lepious and infirm People.,' to which Malcolm the Fourth, King 
of Scotland, and Earl of Huntingdon, was a great benefactor, 
and most probably tiie founder.J It.> possessions were afler>vards 
increased by several of the Bruces, and various privileges were 
conferred also by them upon the Brethren; ail which were %on- 
finned by Edward the Tiiird in the twelfth of his reign. In the 
tw enty-fourth of Henry the Sixth, either ‘ by the death or cession 
of the master,' this Hospital was annexed to Trinity Hall, in Cam- 
bridge, and coiifiraied to that foqiidvUioti by Edward the Fourth 

in 


MS. Inform, me, t Gough’s Cam. Vol. 11. p. 138. 


X Tanner’s Notit ia. 
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B Ills firM year. Another Hospital, for leprous and poor people, 
was founded in the north part of the town, by David, Earl of 
Huntingdon, in the time of Henry the Second, and dedicated to 
St, John Baptist. On its dissolution, among the Lesser Monaste- 
ries, in the tvvent\-sixth of Henry the Eighth, its annual revenues 
were estimated at 4s. in the gross, or at tlie nett sura of 
61, 7s. 8(1. Almost the only vestiges of this Hospital now stand- 
ing, are some fragments of the garden wali.f The Mastership was 
in the gift of the Bailift's and Commonalty of Huntingdon. At 
the north end of tlje town, also, w'as a i/owsc of Augustine 
Friars, ostablisiied before the nineteenth of Edw;ird the First;! 
probably about 1^285, as “ Johannes Romanus, Arciibishop of 
York, granted an indulgence in that year to such as should con- 
tribute toward the fabric.''§ This Friary was suppressed in the 
thirty- second of lleniy the Eighth, and granted to Thomas Ar- 
dern.jl 

Huntingdon is generally stated to have been once much larger 
tlian at present; and Sir Robeit Cotion, as quoted by i^pced, as- 
cribes itp decay to some alleratipns made in the river by one Grey, 

^ '4 minion of the time,' winch hnpeded ils navigation. Leland 
sa>s, that ‘some ages before it had fifteen Ciinrphes, though in his 
time reduced Jo lour; tlie rest fallen through time and neglect, 
but traces of tlieir walls and yards remaining.’^ Twel\e of these 
CImrdies, as appeals from Cole's Manuscripts in the British Mu- 
scinn, were dedualed to St. Botolph, St. Mailiii, St. Edmund, 
St.John, M. Relict, All Saints, St. Mars „ St. Andrew, St. Nicho- 
las, St. George, and S;. German. Ihe tiisl sc\en are mentioned 

in 


♦ Sancrofi’i MS. Valor. 

f l or additional particulars, see in the account of die Cromwells^ 
p. 3(34, and p. 4j0. 

J 'I'anner’s Not. § Ibid. 

Jj Prynne’s Papal Usurpations, \bl. Ill, p. 4jl. 

^ Lei. CoH. Vol. 111. p. li. 



35 ^: 


HtJNTiNGDONSHIRTB. 


in tlie Monasticon,^ to have l>eeij granted to St. Marv’s iViory, 
in tlie lime oi‘ Henry the Third : St. Andrew's belonged to Ramsey 
Abbey :t St. Jolins was pulled down between the years 1 (k 51 and 
ibOO, by ‘one Silvester Redell, wlio>e faiiiily is extinct, ainl come 
to poverty;* and St. Renct's has been since entirely demolished, 
the tower, wdiich alone remained standing during the last century, 
Ijaving been taken down about four years ago, tf> t)revent the dan- 
ger oi its expecle{i fall. The only eliurclies that now remain, are 
those' ol St. Mary and All Saints. 

Sf. iVnn/'.s, wliicii is the Corporati(m Chnrcli, was rebuilt in 
the reign of James the First, between the years I(i()S and KfJO. 
as appears from thor^c dafe.^ over tlie north «lo<u-\vay : on the 
tower is tire date It consists of a irave, chancel, and aisles, 

vvitli an liand'ioinc einhatll;Ml tower at the west end, havini: strong 
buttresses witli ornanniilal nuhes at the angles: the nave is sepa- 
rated froiri llie chancel by a Iiigli pointed arch, and fu»m tlic aisles 
by pointed arches ri:>ing fioiii loniui and or: agonal (olinniis. 'fhe 
area is well pewe<l ; and across the west end nuts a large gal- 
lery, in wliieli i> a good organ. On the north side of liie chancel 
are seveal moiiunieiils ot tlie Sayers; one of whom, Cieorge Saver, 
Gent, contributed largely towards the internal repairs oi this edi- 
fice, and, besides se\ end other donvilioiis, gave 600l. to purchase 
lands, the rents to he appropriated to the ministers of the two 
Tarislies, lor reading jnayers ahernately in their respective churches. 
Against the soulb wail, within the allar-rails, is a neat tablet in 
commemoration oi Mary ElizaUeth, wife of Rear Admiral Mon- 
tagu, who was born August, j 3, 1774; married April 24, 17^2; 
and died May 20, 1^0.3. Another nionuinent against the south 
wall records iJie meiiioiy of Nicholas Pldley, Knt. and h 
thus inscribed: 

Proxi/nc hoc Marmor cst NichUius Pvdlerj, Miles. Juris et 
Lii^inn jyjiriarum Scieutium projessus, et in ed I'ita: ucStu^ 
dtorarn rainfUt honcstis munailms Junctns. luqut fide 

Pairiani cniistiudior tjui^qnu/n, titc Pietuti in Dev/n 

sat!C(i<ij- 

t Sprotti C(iron» Ih rn. p. 1 2 K 


Vcl. II. p. 27. 
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mnctior aiit diUgentior. Ob singularem Uiimanltatem Hns^ 
pitaUtutcm, Beneficent kirn apudhanc Provinciam carUsimus, 
Ciijus ollni liberis et intmptis Siffragus plus una rice, in 
Senatorium Ordlncm est cooptatus. In Mairiinonio habuii 
Luciam^ Patre Hob^^ Bernard Uaroneito diuturnd feilciiuie 
71SUS cl XV libtrh auctus, et in dcfiinctx loco annum Laur"^. 
Torh'ngton ylrrn^, ante nuplam ex (juu nihil hberorum tulit, 

Obiit pridii^'onas Jnl. 1 (kS:* annum aiccns (XtatU 7 1 . Super- 
stiiihus uxovc Anna ci utriustj* Sexus Liberis 15. 

Among the other monnnieiits is a large one for (he family of 
*'Eliz. dc Carcassonett, \vi<low of John Francis de Carcassofiett, 
Esq. and fonneiiy the \'i(‘eof the Ho’iorahle lieniigins Hinning- 
haiii, second son (o Francis Lord Atiiinny, in (he Kin^d.oni of 
Ireland.'* Slie died in June, 1799, eighlyfive. ** Mie was 
daughter of ISlr. William Lyons, late of Lrislol, merchant, ami 
Anne, his wife ; which Anne afterwards married Sir Edward Gard- 
ner, Knt.’* and was huried with him near (his sj^of. Tije Font 
consists of an octagonal base, snppor!e<l hy a central cohnnn^ 
surrounded hy small pillars. On (lie outside of the Churcli are 
various scul[>tuvcs of rude heatis, both human and animal. Nearly 
opposite to this edifice is a res|>ectable Mansion, now the pro- 
perty and seat of Sir John Arundel. 

AU Saints Church, which stands on the north side of the mar- 
ket-place, appears, from the character of its architecture and orna- 
ments, to have been built in the time of Henry the Seventh. It is 
an embattled edifice, consisting of a nave, chancel, and aisles, 
with a small lower at the north>wes( angle, ornamented with pin- 
nacles. Below the battlements is a continued frieze, charged with 
a multiplicity of sculptures, representing liinnan anil animal Iieads, 
flowers, &CC, and among them the Tudiir rose and the portcullis. 
The water-spouts are discharged through (lie mouths of grotesque 
and monstrous animal figures; some of them with the most strange 
and whimsical countenances that can well be conceived.^ In the 
east wall of llie south porch are the remains of a broken piscina. 

The 

I'beRC sort of sculptures are coiurnon to almost all the Churches in 
the southern part of thi*: cou?ny. 
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The nave is divided from the aisles by three pointed arches on 
each side, rising from clustered columns, and from the chancel by 
a high painted arch. The roof is of timber : that of the nave is 
curiously ornamented with whole-lengfli carved figures, placed at 
the ends of the principal rafters, and at the rise of the knees. The 
windows are mostly large, and are divided by niullioiis into several 
lights; the tracery of some of them is not inelegai# At the sides 
and west end are large galleries : the organ is now undergoing a 
repair. Against the north wall of the chancel is a large monument 
inscribed to ‘ the Fulhvoods,' who ‘ w'ere descended from an aiv 
cient family settled soon after the Norman Confpiest at Fullwode, 
(now called Clea Hall,) in the Parish of Tanwortli, and county of 
Warwick;' and ‘ the first of whom, who came to reside at HunN 
ingdon, married here in 1627: (he last, a female, died in 
Dr* William Fullwood, w ho w'as some time Mayor of Huntingdon, 
was an eminent physician, and obtained great praise for his bene- 
volent conduct during ‘ the Sickness* or Plafrue, which made 
greaf havock iu this town in the time of Cliarlesthe Second. The 
other monnments are not particularly remarkable. Several of the 
grave stones in the nave, and other parts, display the indents of 
brasses,* hut all the latter are gone: on one very large slab were 
the figures of a knight and liis lady. Many of the Croviivells of 
Hincliiiibrook, &c. from whom descended tl)e Protector Oliver 
Cromwell, were buried here; yet not any memorials of them are 
to he found, excepting the respective entries in the Register. Mr, 
Noble intimates, that they might have been destroNcd during the 

Civil 

* Four of these were inscribed as follows, in Black Letter. Cotton MS. 

Nir Jaect Richns Levet alia Of/kr de frisbeclif qui ohiit Feh. 
j4o Dni 1 jOQ Cujns df — Orate pro animubus Rnb^^ Neicell quondam 
Jiurgensis de Huntington 4' Jgnetis Consortis suce, qui quidcni Ro* 
hertus obiit 20 die Mens. I'cbr, A^. Dni. 1509 Ci^us Sfc. — Hie Jacei 
Rogerus Heyns quondam Burgensis villec Huntington 4' Elena uxor 
^lui quidtm Rogerus obiit ‘25 die mens. Januarii An. Dni » 5 18, 
^taoram^ '1 liomas Beard Sacrae I heologiae Professor, in Ec- 

•iesi^ omnium Sanctorum Iluntingionia*. ^'erbi Divini Praedicator oliin. 
Jam tanus sum. Obut Januarii An. 1^31. 



HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


353 


Civil Wavs; and states, that “ the outrages Huntingdon then ex- 
perienced, her townsmen lay to tlic account of Cromwell; hut 
they suffered much more from the Royal arms, than they did from 
those of the Pailiament, as both Whitelocke, in his ‘ Memorials/ 
and tile author of the ‘ ^lemoirs of a Cavalier/ relate/' Hunting- 
don still consists of four Parishes, that of St, John being connected 
with All Saints jind that of St. Renet with St. Mary's. 

The principal Charilable eslahlisliments in this town, are a Free 
Grammar School, well endowed, and now extremely well con- 
ducted by the present Master, tlie Reverend Edward Edwards; 
and a Green Coat Scool, wherein twenty-four poor boys are cloth- 
ed and educated, called JValden*s Charity, from Lyoiiel Walden, 
Esq. who, by will, dated in July, 1719» gave oOOl. for tlie pur* 
pose. Amotig tiie various other donations made for charitable 
uses in Huntingdon, ivas the sum of i2000l. bequeathed by Rich- 
ard Fishbourn, a citizen of London, who died in 1625, to pur- 
chase lands, the rents to be appropriated to tlie use of the poor: 
tire same p; rsoii made stinilar bequests of large sums tt> other 
places, tiic amount of the whole being computed al 1 1,000l, 

The Market-place is tolerably spacious: on the south side stands 
the Toxi n Hall, a good modern brick building, stuccoed, with a 
sort of piazza in front and at the sides, for the market people; 
and behind it, the Butcher:** siiambles. The assizes are held here 
tuice a Near; the lower part of the building being divided for the 
purpose into two courts; one tor criniiiial, and the other for civil 
causes. Aliove is a spacious Asi>cmhly Hooju, ornamented with 
full length portraits of their Majesties CiEOKGE the Second and 
Third, with their respective ':^uee7is; and also a well painted pic- 
ture of John, the late Lord Sand'nick, who died in April, 179** 
The market is well supplied with provisions in general, and great 
quantities of corn are sold liere annually, 

Huntingdon had its first charter al>oul the year 1206. King 
John granted it a j>eculiar Coroner, receipt of tolls and customs, a 
Recorder, Town-clerk, and two Railifts. Cliarles tfie S<Kond, by 
u new charter, granted in l630, vested its government in a Mayor, 
twelve Aldermen, and an indefuiile number of Burgesses, or Com- 
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iDon Council, cliosen from the principal inhabitants. The rights 
of returning the two Members to Parliament, is generally under- 
stood to be vested in the freemen and inhabitant liouscholdcrs, pay- 
ing scot and lot; the number of voters is about 200: both the re- 
presentatives are nominated by the Earl of* Sandwich. Tiiis bo- 
rough sent Members to Parliament ab orighie, or from the twenty- 
tiiird of Edward tlie First. 

This town j)iincipally consists of one street, extending, in a 
north-westerly direction, from the banks of the Ouse, to nearly the 
distance of a mile, and having several lanes branching otV at right 
angles. The more ancient town aj)pears to liave spread further 
to the eastward ; yet, whatever might formerly have been the ex- 
tent of Huntingdon, it is probable that its population is now 
nearly the same as it was a century ago ; as Eishop Gibson slates 
the number of families it contained in 17i7, at 400, whilst 
the returns made to tlic House of Commons in ISOJ, recorded 
their then amount at 350. This total inchnles pp.J males, and 
1042 females; the number of houses was 350: most of the latter 
are of brick, and many of them large and respectable l)uildings, 
inhabited by genteel families. The streets have been paved, and 
are lighted in the winter season by a small assessment levied on 
the householders. 

Huntingdon being a principal thoronghfare to the north, has 
a good road trade, and contains several large inns. I Ijc brewing 
business is still carried on here, though not to so great an extent 
as formerly; and near the principal bridge is a small vinegar manu- 
factory. The inhabitanisare supplied with coals, wood, 6cc. by barges, 
and small vessels, which come uj) the river from Lynn, in Norfolk, 

Henry, surnarned dc J funtingdon, from his having been born 
here, was an eminent ecclesiastic and historian. He lived in the 
reigns of Henry the Third and Edward the First, and wrote a 
History of the Saxon Hej)larchy, and of the succeeding Kings to 
the reign of Stephen, in eight hooks, published at Fiancfoit, by 
Henry Sevil, in l6’0l: lie died in 1280. Richard Fisiidolrn, 
Gent, who lias been mentioned above for his great charities, was 
ailffltier native of this tow n. 

Hunliiigdon 
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Iluntitigdoii was also the birth-place of one of the most extraordina- 
fy characters that ever lived, the Protector OLIVER CROMWELL, 
who, though prevented by coiisi<leratioiis of policy from assuming 
the regal title, enjoyed all the essentials of sovereignty, and ruled 
over this country w'itli regal power. He was born in the Parish 
of St. John, on the twenty -fifth of April, 1599> and baptized four 
days afterwards, as appears from the following entry in the Regis- 
ter; * Anno Dni 1599. Oliveritts filius Robert i Cromwell, gener, 
et Elizabethw , uxoris tjus, ruitus vicemno quinto Die Apvilis, ct 
Baptisatns ticcsimo nono ejusdem ?tiensis,^* 

The family of Cromwell was of Welsh extraction ; and there 
are pedigrees extant, which trace the descent of his ancestors from 
the Lords of Powis and Cardigan, who lived about the era of the 
Norman invasion. Their name, prior to the assumption of that 
of Cromwell, was fVilliams, which seems to have been first taken 
by Morgan ap-VV' illiams, Esq. who possessed a small estate 
at New Church, in Glamorganshire, and was Gentleman of the 
Privy Chamber to Henry the Seventh. He married to a sister of 
Thomas Cromwell, afterwards Earl of Essex, and Vicar-General, 
the great favorite of Henry the Eighth; and the Earl himself was 
married to Jane, w idow of one Williams, of an ancient family 
of Wales, and daughter and heir of Sir John Prior, Knt.”t The 
Williams here mentioned, was nearly related to Morgan, probably 

VoL. VII, April, 1808 . A a a brother; 

^ Over this entry is written in another hand, * England's Plague for 
b ijtars:' these words have been struck through with a pen. 

f Noble’s Pro. Ilo. of Crom. Vol. 1. p. ^?39, from a MS. of LiHy. 
“ The arms of the Vicyr-General impaled with the Williyms's, alias 
Cromwells, at Ilinchinbrook, their seat, is a proof that an alliance 
was made between one of .Sir Richard’s family, and the Crom- 
wells of Putney; and the emblazonry of the Countess’s arms given by 
Milles, who has put the arms of her lirst husband, and nf>t of her fa- 
ther, shews that her first husband, Thomas Williams, Esq. was of the 
same name and family as Sir Richard’s father; from which it is evident 
that a double alliance was formed between the families of Cromwell of 
Putney, and the Williams’s of Wales, who assumed the name of Crom- 
well.’* Ibid. 
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a brother; and to this double allianre the Protector’s family were 
indebted for that patronage which led the way to their advance in 
the state, and to the acquisition of possessions so extensive in this 
county, that llieir influence here may be said to have been pre- 
eminent for upwards of a century. 

Richard Williams, alias Cromwell, eldest son of Mor- 
gan Williams, Esq. and great-grandtather to Oliver, was born in 
Uie Parish of Llanishen, in Glamorganshire.* He was introduced 
by his uncle, the Earl of Essex, to the notice of Hciirv the Eij^lith, 
whose favor he soon obtained by his active spirit, and various ac- 
complishments. His preferment was forwarded throiiu;[i the zeal 
with which he engaged in the suppression of the dangerous insur- 
rection that begun in Lincolnshire, when the King s measures first 
evinced a determined intention to abrogate the institutions of Pa- 
pacy. In the follov^iiig year, on the passing of the Act for the 
Dissolution of Monasteries, See, he was appointed one of the Visi- 
tors of the Religious Houses; and he very (piickly obtained a full 
share in the ricli harvest of Abbey lands, which was now divided 
among the promoters of the Reformation. Previously to this, he 
liad superadded the surname of Cromicell to his own, in honor of 
his relation, the Earl of Essex; and on the recommemlation of tlia 
King, who had stroiigly enjoined tlie adoption of family names to 
all his Welsh subjects, in preference to the mode wliich then pre- 
vailed. In March, 1.537f-8, he had a grant of the Nunnery of 
Hinchiubrook, near Huntingdon, with its appurtenances; and this 
was followed by several others, which rendered him one of the 
richest commoners of his tinie.f 

In 


Lei. Itin. VoL IV. p. 37,-8. 


f The annual value of llinchinbrook, says Mr. Noble, ** as stated 
in the deed, was lid. i)s, ^d. but making every possible allowance for 
the difference in the value of money and land at that time, to what it 
is at present, yet we must suppose this monastery to have been very 
much under-rated; for the grant states the lands and premises, given 
thereby, as lying in the several parishes and hamlets of Hinchinbrook, 

Huntingdon, 
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In 1540, the bravery and prowess he displayed in a great 
Mriunipli of justing’ at Westminster, ‘ which justs had been pro- 
claimed in France, Flanders, Scotland, and Spain, for all comers 
that would, against the challengers of England/* still further 

A a 2 advanced 

Huntingdon, Stewkley- Magna, Stewkley-Parva, Turkington, Hough- 
ton, Esington, Auconbury, Paxton- Magna, Paxton- Parva, Hale- Wes- 
ton, Warenslcy, or Wiresley, and Bawynhoo, all in the county of Hun* 
tingdon; Eltisley, Botesham, and Boxworth, in Cambridgeshire ; Stap- 
le we and Bevvlow, in Bedfordshire; Ham ildon- Parva, in Rutland* 
shire; and Stoke-doyle and Okeley, in Northamptonshire** VoL L 
p, 7. 'I'he other grants made to this gentleman in Huntingdonshire , 
included the Monastery of Saltry-Judith, valued at 1991. Jls. Id, lands 
at Eynsbury, Eton, and Little Paxton, belonging to the late dissol- 
ved chantry of Swasey, County of Cambridge; the site of the rich 
Abbey of Ramsey, with the sevi ral meers and lakes belonging to it, 
and generally all its possessions in this county,'^ the annual revenue of 
which was estimated at 19S71. 15s. 5d. St. Mary's Monastery, in Hun- 
tingdon, valued at 9321. 7s. per annum; and St. Neot’s Monastery, 
in the town so named, valued at 2561. Is. 3d. The annual value of 
these estates, continues Mr. Noble, ** were, in Fuller’s time, estimated 
at from 20,0001. to CO^OOOl. and upwards; and from what they now 
let for, in and near Ramsey, and Huntingdon, (which are only a part 
of them,) I should presume that Sir Richard's possessions in this county 
only, would now bring in as large a revenue as any Peer at this time 
enjoys; and yet it is evident that he had considerable property in seve- 
ral other counties.” 1116 other grants, referred to above, included the 
Al)bey ot Grey Friars at Yarnn.ouih, in Norfolk; the Priory of St. He- 
kn, in Blshopsgate Street, London; the Castles, Lordships, and Ma- 
nors, of Manerbere, or Maverherc, and Penalie, both in Pembroke- 
shire, of the value of lOOl. and also by exchange for other lands, the 
Abbey of Neath, in Glamorganshire. 

* * It is expressed in the grant, that it passed in consideration of his good ser- 
vice, and the payment of 4963I. 4s. ad. to be held in capitc by knight*! 
service.* 

^ Stow's Cliron. The Challengers were Sir John Dudley, Sir T* 
Seymour, Sir T, Poynings, Sir George Carew, Knts. Anthony King. 

ston, 



360 


KUXTIN’GDOVSHIRK. 


advanced him in the Kind’s fav«T, and lie received the honor of 
kni«htl>ood on the field. Henw was so much delighted with his 
skill and connive, that, according to a fiinily tradition preserved 
by Fuller,'* he exclaimed, “ Formeily thon wast iny Dick, hut 
hereafter shall he Diamond,'’ and thereupon let fall his D/a- 
niijnd hint; unto him; in avowance wliereof, these Croiim ells have 

ever 


Sion, and Kichiid Cromwell, K,?q<5. wliicli said chalienirers came into 
the list', on iVJav day, richly apparelled, and their horses trapped ail in 
white velvet, with certain knights and gentlemen riding afore them, 
apparelled all witli velvet and white sarsnet, and all their servants in 
white doublets, and hesen cut all in the IJurgon.an fashion: — and there 
came to just aeainst them the said day, of defend. ints 46, the Farl of 
Surrey being the foremost, See. and that dav St J- lin Dud’ey wnsover- 
throwne in the field by mischance of his horse, by one Andrew Bremc; 
neveriheless, he brake div< rs spears valiantly after that ; and after the 
said justs done, the said Chailengers rode to Durham-placc, where they 
kept open household, and feasted the King and (^ueen, with their la- 
dies, and all the court. 'J he 2d. of May, Anthony Kingstone and 
Kichnrd Cromwell were made knights at the same place. 'I'he 3rtl of 
May, the said challengers did tourney on horseback, with swords; 
against them came 'J9 defendants : Sir John Dudley and the Karl of 
Surre, running first, wliich in the first course lost tl'eir gauntlets ; and 
that clay rsir Ivicliard Cromwell overthn w Master Palriur in the fielde 
ofif his horse, to ihi- gu'at honour of the chailengers. Tin* 3ih of May, 
the said chal'e.’gers frnighi on foot, at the barriers, and against them 
came 30 oefeudaiits, which fougtit vahaiu’y ; but Sir Uichard Cromwell 
oveithrew that day at the barriers, Master Culpepper in the field ; and 
the sixt of May the said thallengers brake up their household. Jn ih.e 
wtiich time of their housekeeping, they had not only feasted the Kbig, 
Queen, ladies, and iIjC w hoi'- court, as was aforesaid, but on the l ues- 
day in the Kogation weeke, they feasted all the Knights and Burgesses 
of the Common House in the rarhameni ; and t.n the numrow after, 
they had the Miiyor of London, the Aldermen, and all their wives, to 
dinner; and on the Friday they brake it up as aforesaid.'* Jhid. 

Church Hist. B. VI. p. 370. Sir Richard’s arms were, sable, a 
flon rampant, argent; the crest, a demi lion rampant, double tailed, 
argent ; in his dexter gamb, a gem ring, Or. 
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€vcr since f^ivcn for their crest, a lyon lioUiing a dianioiui ring in 
his fore-paw/’ In 1541, Sir Kicliarci was appointed High Sheriff 
of the counties of Huntingdon and Camhridge; he was also re- 
turned a Member for Huntingdonshire in the Parliament which 
met in January, 1542: in this year likewise he was made one ot 
the (jenth‘nien of the Privy Chainber, or, as he is styled in some 
grants, (lenlleman Iluishvr, or Usher of the Chamber. On the 
reconnnencement of tlie w'ar vvilh France in 1543, Sir Richard 
was appointed ‘ Ca[>Ieine of the Horssemen''* in the expedition 
sent into liiat country under Sir John \\ allop, and Sir Thomas 
Seymour, ajid which consisted of bOOO men, ‘ right hardie, and va- 
liant,’ including tlje ‘ dower of the English thivaliy.’ W hile in 
France, tliev assis.ed the Emperor Clu.rles the Fitlh, in his attempt 
to retake Eandiecy ; hut the French King, Francis liie Firsi, hav- 
ing approached with a large army, and “ making cf»inile[i;uict as 
if he meant preseiillie to give halleil,” drew oti the attt‘ntion of 
the allies, till he had both victualled and reiufoned tlrat town, 
so that all their diorts [)rovcd unavailing. Francis the!] retieated 
ill good order, placing his rear-guard in arnlniscado, by which 
means " di\ers of the English,’ who tollow'ed dose in the pursuit, 
were taken prisoners, and among them, Sir (ieorge Carew, (Sir 
Richarrl’s Lieutenant,) Sir ’riioinas Palmer, Kiit. and Sir Edward 
Bellingliam : “ but neveiilielessi*, a great number of sucii I reucli- 
meii as could not make waie, and keepe pase with their muiiie 
troops, were siuifiped up, slaiue, and laken in no siaall nuiiibers 
by their enemies, who followed them as egre as ligeis."! Soon 
afterwards, “ by reason tlm winter was fane eiilred, and llio wea- 
ther waxing extreame loule, and conliarie to an armie tliat siiould 
lie in the fields, tiie Eiuperonr brake vp lu^ caiupe,” and the 
English forces returned home. In llie loilowing yiar, Sirllicli- 
ard was made Constable ot Beikeiey Castle: lie haii also “ gi\eii 
him the office ot Steward of the Lordship oi Aicheiiticld, witli tiic 
Constahleship of the Castle ol' Goderyclie, in the March ol W ales, 
with the power of appointing the Master, Serjeant, and Porter, 

A a 3 helonging 


Ho], Chron. \oJ. III. p. 832. Edit.’ ISOS. 


t Ibid. p. 833. 
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belonging to those offices, during the nonage of the Earl of Shrews- 
bury/' He died about November, 1546*, leaving issue two sons 
by his wife Frances, daughter to Sir Tlioinas Murtyn, LordMa}or 
of London in 15 i 8. 

Sir Henry Williams, alias Cromwell, Knt. “eldest son 
and heir of Sir Richard, was highly esteemed by Queen Elizabetli, 
who knighted him in 1563, and did him tlic honor of sleeping at 
his seat of Hinchinbrook, August, 18, 156*4, upon her return 
from visiting the University of Cambridge. He was in tlie House 
of Commons in 1563, as one of the Knights for the county of 
Huntingdon; and was four times appointed Sheriff of the Slures 
of Huntingdon and (^ambridge by that Sovereign, viz. iii the 7th. 
t3th. 22nd. and 34th. years of her reign; and in the twentieth, 
she nominated him a Commissioner, with others, to enquire con • 
ceriiing the Draining of the Fens through Cloughs Cross, and so 
to the sea. He made Huntingdonshire the intire place of his 
country residence, lining at Ramsey in the summer, and at Hin- 
chir.brook in the winter: he repaire<I, if not rebuilt, the Mauor- 
IJouse at Ramsey, and made it one of his seals, lie also built a 
house adjoining to the Nunnery at Hinchinbrook, and upon the 
bow'windows tliere put the arms of his family, with those of seve- 
ral others to wlioni he was allied. He lived to a good old age, 
but dying in the heginniiig of the >ear l603,-4, uas buried in All 
Saints Church, Huntingdon. We may judge of the f uneral pomp 
used at his intenitent, by the charges of the heralds, which were 
the same as those incurred by some of tlie greatest kuiglits, bis 
contemporaries. He was called, from bis liberality, * the Golden 
Knight.' The report at Ramsey is, that wlienever he came from 
Hinchinbrook to that place, he threw considerable sums of money 
to the poor townsmen.”* 

Sir Heiiiy was twice manitMl: by his first wife, Joan, daughter 
of Sir Ralph Warren, Knt. Lord Mayor of London in 1536, and 
again in 15-13, he had eleven children, of whom six were sons and 
five daughters. By his second lady, whose surname was Weeks, 

he 


Noble’s Crom, Vol. I. p. 20,-21, 
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lie had Do issue; she died in July, 1592, of a lingering illness, 
uhi' h the senseless but popular superstition of the age attributed 
to iVitchcraft; and three persons, of the name of Sainwell, who 
were then inhabitants of Warboys, (a village between Huntingdou 
and Ramsey,) were eoniniitted to prison, and aftei wards tried, 
and executed, as the authors of her deatli.* This judicial mur- 
<ler was acc<»mpanied by the forteiture to Sir Henry, as Lord of 
the Manor (if Warboys, of all the goods of the much-injured suf- 
ferers, which amounted in value to about torty pounds; “ but he, 
unwiiiing t(j possess Ininsell oi the supposed ft lons* goods, gave 
llieiii to tlie Corporation (of Huntingdon) conditionally, that they 
))rorure(l troin the Queen s College, in Cambridge, a Doctor, or 
Bai lielor ot I)i\ initx, to preach on every anniversary of the Annun- 
ciation of the Blessed Virgin, a sermon against the sin of Witch- 
craft.’ t l lic bulk of .Sir Henry's fortune went to Sir Oliver, bis 

A a 4- eldest 

^ See m<ire particulars under the head JVarboijs, 

f Noble’s Crom. \'oI. i. p. 1:5, *6‘. It is with real concern,” con- 

tinues this gentleman, “ that 1 acquaint the reader, that there is still 
an annual sermt'n preached against witchcraft in Huntingdon, by a di- 
vine sent from Queen’s C ollege, (or which he receives 21. but is obliged 
to distribute tun shillings to the poor; and by custom to treat part (jf 
the corporation with a dinner, d las is the n.(ire ( xiraordinary, as all 
the penal statutes against this suppostd cr nie <'( wiichcraft, have been 
repealed by an Ati of Parliament, wluch is laciiiy declaring that there 
are no sucii beings as witches, nor crime as wiitlicrafi : it would be 
therefore highly commendable in the Corporation of Huntingdon, and 
Queen’s College, to agree, that if a sermon must be preached, the sub- 
ject of it should, instead of being levelled at the pretended sin of witoh- 
cral't, be an address to the people, cautioning tiiem against (ailing into 
such errors and prejudices, as made their furefaihers involve the unhap- 
py and immeasurably injured S.imwells in iiiin and destruction. — In the 
last trial (or witchcraft in England, the Judge asked a clergyman, who 
had the folly to appear against the supposed witch, whether he really 
from his heart thought the poor old < rcaiure before them guilty of the 
crime of which she was accused; and he answering in the affirmative, 
the humane magistrate replied, pointing to the prisoner, ‘ It is not such 
a poor wrinkled wretch as this that 1 should take lor a witch, but such 
beautiful ladies ai those,’ bowing to sDme very handsome (emaics who 
were near him. 
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eldest son;* to each of his other sons were given estates of about 
the annual value, at that period, of 3001. each. 

Robert Cromwell, Esq. second son to Sir Henry, and 
father of the Protector Oliver, settled at Huntingdon, his estate 
consisting chiefly of possessions in and near that town, and which 
liacl previously lielonged to the Monastery of Angnsline Friars. His 
principal residence, however, was in a house that formed part of 
the dissolved Hospital of St. Johu, or had been erected upon its 
site. He was a geiitleinaii ol good sense, and eompeteiit learning, 
and was or:e oi the Members f<»r Hiuitingdon in the l*arliaiiieiU 
held in the thirty-tifth ot Eiiyabetli. So dillerent v\as his character 
from flial of th“ aspiring Oliver, that this situalioji, and ‘ a place 
upon the bench as a Ju.stice of the Peace,* are thought to have 
marked the utmost t xtent ot’ his wishes. He married I jjzabeth, 
daughter of William Steward, F>q. of the ( ity of Ely, a descen- 
dant from a younger branch of the Royal House of Scotland, and 
widow' of William Lynne, (ient. of Bassinghourne. By her he 
had ten children ; and, “ to ease the expenses incident on such a 
nutnerous progeny, and so much felt wlu re the fortune is small, 
and the descent ancient, Mr, (Jromwel! carrie<l on a large brewing 
business, hut which was < hi< ily condm led by servants, whose ac- 
counts were intirely inspected by Mrs. Cromwell herself. She was 
a careful prudent mother, and brought up her family after her 
liusband*s decease in June, I0l7> h* very handsome, though 
frugal manner, chiefly from the profits arising from tlie brew- 
house, v\hich she continued to carry on u}>oii her own account; 
and by that means gave each of her daughters u fortune sufficient 
to marry them to persons of genteel families. Her greatest fond- 
ness w as lavished upon her only (surviving) son, Oliver, whom she 
eve*- jmrtially loved ; and to her he was evi ry way deserving of it, 
as he luhaved always in the most filial and tender manner; and 
upon exalting himself to sovereign greatness, he gave lier apart- 
ments in the Palace at Whitehall, where she continued until her 
death, which happened on the eighteenth of November, J()j4. 

death, 

Some particulars of this gentlenian, will he given unfit r Hincliinbrook; 
and ol’liis younger brotuert., under Upwt^od and Ramsey. 
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As it was with reluctance she partook of the pageantry of sovereign- 
ty, so slie continued undaxzled with its splendour; and the regard 
she [)ossessed for Oliver, rendered her constantly wretched from 
the iip[)rehe!ision she liad of his danger.”* Ludlow says, that 

by reason of lier great age, she very much mistrusted the issue 
of atiairs, and would be often afraid, when she heard the noise of 
a imiscjuet, that lier son was sliot; and was exceedingly dissatislied, 
unless slie might see Iiim once a day, at least ”t ^he was buried 
with much pomp in Westminster Abbey ; but “ at the Restoration 
her body was taken up, and indecently thrown (with others) into 
a hole made before the back <loor id* the lodgings belonging to 
one of the Canons or Prebendaries in St. Margarets Cliurcb-yard.”l 

The above particulars of tlie Cronnvells render it evident, that 
the descent of the Protector Oliver was not so ignohle as some 
party writers have represented. Tliey tully justify, however, the 
assertion of Father Orleans, who, in |jis ‘ History of the Revolu- 
tions ot Liigland,' says, that he was ‘ well enough horn not to be 
contemptible; and yet not so well as to be suspected of aspiring 
to sovereignty.' The mention w hich he made of himself in his 
speech to tlie Parliament in September, 16*54, is, indeed, j>erfectly 
characteristic of his true coiidition. “ f was by birth,” said he, 
“ a gentleman; neitJier living in any considerable height, nor yet 
in obscurity.” — What be subsequently added, will not, perhaps, 
be generally admitted as equally valid. “ I ha\e been called to 
several einploynunts in the nation, and to serve in Parliaments, 
and 1 did endeavour to discharge the duties of an honest man in 
those services.” 

OLl\*ER CROMWELL rerched his baptismal name from his 
uncle and god-fatber, Sir 01i\er, of lIiiicliijibrook.§ His father 

paid 

^ ^Noble's Crom. Vol. 1. p. 85. f Ludlow’s Mem. p. 186, fo. 

J Noble, from Nevl’s Hist, of the Puritans, and Wood’s Fasti. 

5 Ills very infancy/’ says Mr. Noble, ** if we believe what Mr. 
Audley, brother to the famous civilian, says he had heard some old men 

tell 
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paid great attention to his education, and after placing him for a 
short time under the tuition of the Rev. Mr. Long, of fiimtingdon, 
he renu)ved liiin to the care of the learned Dr. Beard, Master of 
the Free Grammar Sciiool in that town. The activity of his dis- 
position suited not uitb the seventy of scholastic discipline; and 
his character at this early period, may be described as more ad- 
dicted to niisclnevous daring, than prone to studious conh inpla- 
tions. Heath, who, though seldom to be credited, may on this 
point he admitted to speak truly, as his testimony Iras been corro- 
borated by others, says in his FlageUum, that ‘Oliver, when at 
school, had tits of learning; now a hard student for a week or 
two, then a truant, or otioso, for twice as niaiiy months, of no 
settled constancy.’ His youthful pranks sometimes led him into 
danger; and he is said to have been once saved from drowning by 
a clergyman nanied Johnson, (sonic time Curate of Coniiington,) 
who many years alterwarcis was recognised by Oliver when the 
latter was inarching at the head of his troops tlirongh Hunting- 
don, and asked by him, ‘ whet her he did not remember having 
saved his life.'*' “ Yes,” replied the other, “ 1 do: but I wish 1 
lad put you in, rather than see you thus in arms against your 
King.”^ 

Several circumstances are related as occurring during the time 
that Oliver coiuiiiued at the firanimar vSehool, which have been 
considered by some as omens of his future greatness. “ They 

have 

tel! his grandfather, was marked with a peculiar accident, that seemed 
to threaten the existence of the future Protector: for his grandfather. 
Sir Henry Cromwell, having sent for him to Ilinchinbiook, when an 
infant in arms, a monkey took him from his cradle, and ran with him 
Upon the lead that covered the roohng of the house. Alarmed at the 
danger Oliver was in, thr family brought ii< ds to catch him uptm, fear- 
ing the creature’s dropping him ; but the sagacious animal brought the 
• Fortune of Eng and* down in safety; so narrow an escape had he, who 
was doomed to be the Conqueror and Sovereign Magistrate ot three 
fnighiy nations, from the paws of a monkey.” 

Fo/, L p, V2,froni Dr* Lorfs MSS. 


** Ibid, p, 93,-4, from Lort’s MSS. 
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have a fradifion at Huntingdon,*' says Mr. Noble, that when tlw 

Duke of York, afterwards diaries tlie First, in his journey from 
Scotland to London,* in ibO i-, rested in his way at Ilincliinbrook, 
Sir Oliver Crojnwell, to divert the young Prince, sent for his ne- 
phew Oliver, that he, wilh his own sons, might play with his Royal 
Highness; hut they had not been long together, bet ore Charles 
and Oliver disagreed ; and the former being then as weakly as the 
latter was strong, it was no wonder that tiie Royal visitant was 
worsted; and Oliver, even at this age, so little regarded dignity, 
that lie made the blood flow in copious streams from the Princes 
nose. I give tliis only as the report of the place. — It i« more cer- 
tain that Oliver averred Tand inenlioned it often, when he was in 
the height of liis glory) that he saw a gigantic figure, which came 
and ojiened the curtains of his bed, and told him that he should 
be * the greatest jierson in the kingdom,* but did not mention the 
word King. Though informed of the folly of such an assertion, 
he persisted in it, for which he was flogged by Dr. Beard, at the 
particular desire of his father; yet, notwithstanding this, he would 
sonietinies repeat it to his iiiule Steward, who told him it was 
traitorous to relate it.*’t Additional evidence of the early ambi- 
tion, and aspiring mind, of Oliver, is inferred from the enthusiasm 
and fire with which he performed the character of Tcictus, in the 
comedy of ‘ Lingua, or the Combat of tlie Tongue and the Five 
Senses for the Superiority,* when it was acted at the Free Gram- 
mar 


^ When James's Queen, and Henry, and Elizabeth, his two elder chil- 
dren, came to kngland in U>()3, Charles, being indisposed, was left he^ 
hind, and remained in Scotland till September in the following year. Ka- 
pin, Vol. II. p. 10‘1. Sandfi rd says, that Charles was born on the nine- 
teenth of November, IdUO ; consequently at the time of the transaction 
mentioned above, he had not completed his fourth year; and Oliver 
was then about five years and a half old. 

t Noble’s Crom. Vol. 1. p. 04. * S( me pretend that the vision was 

seen by Oliver when he was walking; the Elagellum gives it as a dream; 
it certainly is a proof of the warmth ol his imagi.^uiicn, and his early 
ambition." Ibid, 
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mar School at Iluntin^doii.'^ No oilier part would satisfy him. 
The scene fliat more partiruiarly fixed liis atlenliou, was the fourth 
of the first act, wiierein Tactns is represented sliiinhlinsj over 
a crown and robe, and afterwards, putting them on, as thus giving 
utterance to his deliglil at his good fortune. 

^J'actus, thy sneezing somewhat did portend : 

as ever man so fortunate as 1, 

I'o break his shins at such a stumbling block ? 

3\oses and bayes, back hence; this Cnr.iti and Robe, 

Aly brows and body circles and invests.- — 

Ilow gallantly it fits me f Sure the slave 
Measured vnj head that wr(»ught this coronet. 

'^J hey lie who say complexions cannct change; 

My blood’s ennobled, and I am transluiin’d 
iJiito the sucixd temper of a King. 

Meihinks 1 hear my nolile parasites 
Styling me Osar, or great Alexander; 

Licking IT.. Icet, and wond’ring where J got 
ills precious ointment : how my pace is mended ’ 

IJow princely do 1 speak, how sharp 1 threau n ' 

IVasants, Tli curb your headstrong impudence, 

And make you tremble when the lion roar." : 

^ c earth-bred vvoi ms ! O lor a looking -glass 1 
Loets will write whole volumes of this cliange ! 

VN here’s my atiendanis ? Hither, sirrah, quickly come. 

Or by the wings of Hermes — 

In April, l6l6', Oliver was removed from the liimtingdon 
Grammar School, and entered of Sydney-Sussex College, in tlie 
University of Cambridge:! be was then seventeen years ol* age 

within 

^ 1 his comedy was printed in 1607, and in that impression is said 

to have been first acted at 'I'rinity College, Cambridge, and afterwards 
at the Free Grammar School in Huntingdon. — T he plot of the play is, 
that Lingua gives a crown and robe to be contested for by the senses.’ 

t T he time of his admisson to the College is thus noticed in the Ite- 
gisicr. *A ftsio A mneiationis 1016 . O l i v e r j u s C k o m e l l JJu n - 

tingdouiensis 
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wiiiun iwo iia^^s. He continued at C( liege only fourteen months ; 
for, on the* decease of his father in June, 1617, Mrs. Cromwell 
sent for himlhoine; to which probably she was partly induced by 
that turn for extravagance and dissipation, which at this |)eriod 
seemed to govern his conduct. Diigdale says, that, while at Cam- 
bridge, “ he made no great proficiency in any kind of learning; 
but then, and afterwards, sorting himself witli drinking comjm- 
riions, and the under sort of people, being of a rough and blus- 
tering disposition, he had the name of a royster amongst most that 
knew him.”' Though tliis character is admitted to be, in general, 
correct, it is certain, that Oliver was well accpiaiuted with the 
Latin language; and that he had also a good knowledge of the 
Greek and l.atin liistorians. 

“ Tile death of a prudent father,” says Mr. Noble, was a 
severe loss to young Oliver; for the neeessary severily of the pa- 
rent restrained, though it could not coiupier, the levity of a youth 
of strong, ungovernable passions; which bar being taken away, he 
fell into all tlie dissipation of a young heir, nuheedlid of the ten- 
der intreaties of a good mother. Tlie juiee of the grape, and the 
charms of the fair, with an habit of gaming, arc said to iiave en- 
grossed Ills mind, insteacl of attending to Coke upon Lyttletoii, 
and Law Reports, which he was sent to study at Lincolns luii, 
soon ailer his return tVoni Cambridge ; and thus, says Sir Philip 
Warwic k, * tlie tirst }ear> of his manhood were spent in a dissolute 
eoursi' of iii'e, and good i’ellowship, and gaming.* From the gay 
capital, he letnnfrd a tinished rake to the place of his nativity 
ami for some lime continued to pursue an unhallowed and boiste- 
rous 


inigihnii'iisis udj)ussiis ad c.ymuuaiutn Socioru?)i Aprilis viccssimo icr- 
tin; lutorc Uicardn JJondct.’ iniwtcn this and the next entry, 

is the following iemaika!>!e chaiacter ot ihe fjott cior, crowded in, in 
a ililVercnt hand writing. ^ iiivfuit iiTUhdis ilic fnipostor, cariiifex 
pirditis'siuius't (pii plait issifiio regr Carolo 1 ‘ nv fart a cadr sublato, ip- 
sum usurpurit ifironiim, ct tria rn^na, ptr a jerme annorum spatimiif 
sub protecioris nouiinv indomita it/nuniidc rcjiavit* 


*' Short View of the late Troubles in Lngland, p. 459, 
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rous line of conduct, which ultiinatel}^ led fo his 
respectable society, and to the total estraiigeiiient of tiie affections 
of his godfather and uncle, Sir Oliver, who had assisted in his 
education, and had him taught the polite accomplishments of mu- 
sic, dancing, &c. his own sons. Flis extravagance in expen- 
diture, soon produced its concomitant, want; and the pressure of 
necessity, aided hy the remonstrances of maternal tenderness, and 
strengthened, [Perhaps, by the admonitions of the ‘ God, tliat 
dwells within us,' at length o|)erated to produce a roiii}>lete change 
in his behaviour; and he became by degrees a rigid sectariaru 
He now took to a stricter course of life, which he daily increased, 
till his mind seemed wholly bent upon religious subjects : his house 
became the retreat of the persecuted Non-conformist teachers ; and 
they shew a building behind it, which, they say, he erected for a 
chapel, where many of the disaffected had their religious rites per- 
formed, and in which he himself sometimes gave them edifying 
sermons.'’* He also warmly interested himself in behalf of such 
of the Non-confonnist preachers as were persecuted for their opi- 
nions. Through this conduct, he obtained the confidence of a 
large party, and he was returned a Member for the Borough of 
Huntingdon to the Parliament which met in Jamiaiy, He 

bad, indeed, been once before chosen tor the siune place, (anno 
j625 ;) but oil this latter occasion, he was elected as a kind of 
champion against the measures of the couit, wliicli had now be- 
come particularly obnoxious to the nation. “ Upon the very im- 
politic dissolution of this Parliament, he retireil to Huntingdon, 
and more than ever cs[)oused the cause of the disaffected. Hi§ 
over-heated enthusiasm disturbed liis mind ; and Dr. Simeott, iiii 
physician, assured Sir Philip Wanvick, that Mr. Cromwell ‘ was 
quite a splenetic, and had fancies about the cross in that town; 
and that he had been called up to him at midnight, and such un- 
seasonable hours, many times, upon a strange pliarila>y, which 
made him believe he was then dying,’'t 

In 


Noble’s Cron, Voi. J. p. 101. 


t Ibid. 
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In the neji^ charter that was granted to the Corporation of Hun* 
tingdoii, ill July 16'30, he was appointed a Justice of Peace, Jointlj 
with his foj^mer preceptor, Dr. Beard, and Ro!)ert Bernard, Elscj. 
afterwards created a Baronet by Charles the Second. Huiitmg^ 
don, however, soon became disagreeable to him: his uncle. Sir 
Oliver Cromwell, was eminently loyal, and he had influence enough 
tW keep the corporation of that town so likewise, which, with hb 
quarrel with Dr. Beard for precedency, (and, as most say, hisein* 
barrassed fortune,) made him determine to leave the place. Whe- 
ther he w'as at this, or any former period, concerned in the brew^ 
ing business, is difficult to determine : many of his enemies lam- 
pooned him for it in his life-time; but as Heath, one of his bit- 
terest foes, assures us that be never was a brewer, we may, I 
tliink, take his word.”* lu 

Noble’s Crom. Vol. L p. 102. Worm, in Colman’s Cutter of 
Coleman Street, has a reference to Cromwell, when speaking m deri- 
sion of the Cutter’s learning, he asks him, ‘ U hat parts hast ihou ? Hast 
thou scholarship enough to make a brewer’s clerk ?* — One of the best 
pieces written under the impression of Oliver hriving been concerned in 
the brewing buoiness, is styled ‘ 77tc Protecting Brewer,^ and is as fol- 
lows: It contains a sort of epitome of his life. 

A Brewer may be a Burgess grave, 

And carry the matter so fine, and so brave, 

That he the better may play the Knave, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Bu'vvei may be a Parliament-man, 

For there the knavery first began, 

And brew most cunning plots he can, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Brewer may put on a Nabal face, 

And march to the wars with such a grace, 

'I'hat he may get a Captain’s place. 

Which nobody can deny, 

A Brewer may speak so wond’rous well, 

That he may rise, (strange things to tell,) 

And so be made a Colonel, 

Which nobody can deny. 


A Brewor 
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III May, 1^31, Oliver, with Ins mother, and his linear Sir Oliver^ 
(whose favor he had partially rt gained, from the alteiptioii in his 
conduct,) joined m the sale of his paternal e tales at ^antiiiKdon, 
the sum they produced was 1 8001. with this he removed to 

St. 


A Brewer may make his foes to flee, 

And raise his fortunes, so that he 
Lieutenant-General may be, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Brewer may be all in all, 

'Vnd raise his powers both great and small, 

That he may be a Lord General, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Brewer may he like a fox in a cub. 

And teach a lecture out of a tub, 

And give the wicked world a rub, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Brcw'cr, by*s excise and rate. 

Will promise his army he knows w^hat. 

And sit upon the College gate, 

Winch nobody can deny. 

Methinks I hear one say to me. 

Pray why may not a Brewer be 
Lord Chancellor o* th’ Umvetsity ? 

AVhicli nobody can deny. 

A Brewer may be as l>oId as Hector 
When as he drank his cup of metar, 

And a Brewer may be a Lord Protector, 

Which nobody can deny. 

Now here remains the strangest thing, 

How this Brewer about his liquor did bnng, 

To be an Emperor, or a King, 

Which nobody can deny. 

A Brewer may do what he will, 

And rob the Church and State, to sell 
His soul unto the Devil in Hell, 

Which nobody can deny. 
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St. Ives, an^ stocked a grazing farm in the skirts of that town, 
where he remained till the death of his maternal uticle, Sir Tho- 
mas Steward^ in January, 16*35-6', leading a very strict and de- 
rout life ; so much so, indeed, that his success in his new business 
was altogether impeded through the loss of the time which he and 
his servants daily consumed in prayer, and other devotional exercises. 
By tlie decease of his uncle without issue, he became possessed of 
a considerable estate in Ely and its neighbourhood ; and he soon 
afterwards went to reside at the Glebe-house in Miat city. Merc 
he still continued, from principle, to oppose the measures which 
Charles and his infatuated advisers v^ere still pursuing, and greatly 
increased his interest among the puritanical party, by the fervour 
and rigidness of his religions practice. “ In l(j38, he so strenu- 
ously opposed the scheme of draming the Fens of Lincolnshire, 
a?id the Isle of Ely, whicli was undertaken by the Earl of Bedford, 
and others, under the Royal sanction, that, by his plausibility, 
activity, and interest, at the meeting held at Huntingdon, he ob- 
liged the projectors to drop tlieir intention; and though the 
scheme promised to be vastly tieuehcial to the country, and had 
been recommended by bis father, yet, as it w'as extremely unpopu- 
lar, (particularly amongst the commonalty, because they had a 
custom of com moiling ami tisliing in dry times,) it gained him a 
great accession of friends, and procured him the title of Lord qf 
the Fens/** 

It was about this period that Oliver, with many of his friends, 
including his cousin, tlie patriot Hampden, and Sir Arthur Hasilrigge, 
proposed immediately to emigrate to America, in order to enjoy 
that liberty o( conscience in a foreign country, which the arbitrary 
proceedings of the govenuiieiit, and the intolerance of Archbishop 
Laud, prevented tliem exercising in their native land. With this 
design, Cromwell arranged his affairs, and had actually embarked 
with his family for New England,t when the fatal interference of 
VoL. VII. April, 1808. B b the 

^ Noble's Crom. Vol. 1. p. l05. 

■f Lord Warwick had obtained a grant of the sea-coast of that pro- 
vince; this, in I()31, he assigned to the Lords Brooke, Say and Sele, 

and 
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tlie court prevented iiiiii from accomplishing his intent mn ; and in 
its ultimate cft'ecls proved the very cause of tlic heliea<liiig ot die 
King, and of tJic subversion and overthrow of tl/j monarchy. 
A proclamation was first issued, forbidding any persons to leave 
the kingdom without a Royal license; but this lieing found insulfi- 
cicnt, an order of Council was directed to the Lord rreasurer, com- 
manding him “ to take speedy and effectual course for lije slay 
of eight ships, then in the river of Thames, prepared to go to 
New Eiiglaiid;” and “ for putting on land all the passengers and 
provisions therein, intended for the voyage/' On hoard of tiiese 
vessels were Cromwell and his friends: the disiij>j)ointment vStill 
further exasperated them against the government; and the state 
of public affairs but too powerfully contributed to heighten llieir 
disgust. As yet, however, tlie unconslitulioual mea'^ures which 
Charles and his ministers were pursuing, though they every hour in- 
creased the number of the disaffected, had not had that decided 
influence on popular opinion, which eventually prepared the way 
for all the accumulated horrors of civil warfare. Little did the 
ill-fated Monarch imagine, that the. persons whom he, and his 
chief advisers, Archbishop Laud, and Wentworth, Earl of Straf- 
ford, had tlius prevented from sailing to America, wH)uld in a very 
few years be tlie principal means of bringing them all to the 
scaffold. 

Oliver returned to Ely. Mis mind, agitated both by religions 
gloom, and |)olitical discontent, knew no rest. 1 be errors of bis 
early life seem at this period, to have occupied much of his reflec- 
tions; and in a letter to his cousin, Mrs. St. .lohn, bearing dale 
ill October, l()5p, he thus intimates liis sorrow for the offences of 
his youth. ‘ You know what my manner of life liath been ; O ! 
I lived in, and loved darkness, and hated the light; I was a chief; 

the 

and Richard Charles Fiennes, Sir Nathaniel Rich, Sir Richard Salton- 
stall, Richard Knighticy, John Pyni, John Hampden, John IJumplircv, 
and Herbert Pelliam, Esqs. These noblemen, knights, and gentlemen, 
were expected every year by the New Englanders ; and several of them 
had embarked with Cromwell: among others, Hampden, Sir Matthew 
Royaton, Sir William Constable, Sir A. Hasilrigge, &c. 
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the chief sinners. Tliis is true; I hated godliness, God 
had inerrys on ine.”^ But llie time was approaching, when 
the nielancnoly arising from compunctious feelings, was to be 
chased away by the more active employments of the state, and 
the * din of arms.' 

Full twelve years had now elapsed, since Charles had dared to 
govern the nation by his own authority; or, to use the words of 
Kapiii, since ‘‘ he had freed iiiniself from the yoke of the Parlia* 
ment, and intended not to resume ill" The situation of affairs, 
however, obliged him to depart from liis purpose. All the arbi- 
trary pro( t‘edings of his minions w'cre insufticient to procure that 
snp])Iy which his ‘ pressing necessiiies’ <lemanded. The multiplied 
extortions of the Star Chamber, and Hii^h Commission Court, the 
forced loans and hencvf)lences, the illegal levying of ship money, 
the granting t>f patents for monopolies, and tlie unmerons other 
ainises daily committed against the rights and privileges of the sub- 
ject, proved too little productive to meet the exigencies wliich the 
public ser\ice experienced; and which, by a sort of natural re- 
action, had princi|)ally grown out of the very system that had been 
instituted to give perm inence to despotic rule. The attempt to 
introduce uniformity iu religious worship, had occasioned the Scots 
to take up arms; and though the breach bad been partially closed 
by the Pacitication of Berwick, in June, 1(>39, it was again thrown 
oj)cn within a short twelvemonth, by a rash persistence in arbitrary 
courses. War was once more determined on; but money being 
wanted to engage in it, tiie King consented to summon a new Par- 
liament, and one was accordingly assembled in April, 1040. In- 
stead, however, of immediately agreeing to the Sovereign's de- 
mand, of ‘ a supply to reduce the Scots to their duty by Jbree of 
arms,' they required, as a condition, that ‘ their own grievances 
should be first redressed and continuing in this disposition, the 
King dissolved them in anger, in little more than three weeks from 
the day they had met. 

B b 2 The 


^ Harris's Life of Oliver Crom. 
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tive, and seemed calculated to restore the blessings of cii'il liberty.* 
The persevering energy, and solid reasoning, of CrjfVnwell liad 
considerable influence on these decisions. As “one of the patriotic 
phalanx under his cousin Hani|xlen,'' observes Mr. Noble, he 
was certainly, at his first entering the House, of great consequence, 
as that interest was formidable from the abilities and richer of its 
members, their asperity to the court, under whom tliey had 
smarted in the cause of liberty, which endeared them to the peo- 
ple at large, and which, with the near relationship of many of 
tliem, bound them together in indissoluble bonds. Abstracted, 
however, from this, he soon commanded the attention ol* the 
House by the depth of Jiis arguments, though delivered without 
grace, eloquence, or even clearness ; and he gradually rose in fa- 
vor of the House, and overcame all his disadvantages, by his ]>e- 
netration, unwearied diligence, courage, and perseverance ; by ac- 
commodating liimself to tlie dispositions of the diflerent persons 
of bis own party, and discovering the tempers of all; and by (‘ven 
not neglecting to copy the dress and behaviour of the most grace- 
ful and refined/’ The 

^ For a very curious summary of the early proceedings of the Long 
Parliament, see Welwood’s Memoirs, p. jO — 78. Edit. J700. The 
* necessity of the times’ obliged the King, for several months, ** to do 
every thing that was possible for the satisfaction of the Parliament. — 
He passed the bill for attainting the Earl of Sirallbid, ihougii with re- 
luctancy, as believing he deserved not such hard measure : he took 
away monopolies, that had been a great discouragement to trade : he 
expressed himself to their contentment in the matters of Loan, Ship- 
money, Tunnage and Poundage, and other unwarrantable methods that 
had been used in raising money, and showed a settled resolution to com- 
ply with them in every thing that might tend to the ease and security 
of the subject. As in the preceding Parliament he had passed the Peti- 
tion of Right, so in the beginning of this, he had agreed to the Acts for 
Triennial Parliaments, and for abolishing the Star Chamber and High 
Commission Courts, which had been great grievances; and with cheer# 
fulness passed that Act which seemed inconsistent with his own just pre- 
rogative, that * tlud Parliarntni should not he dissolved but by Act of 
Parliament; nor prorogued, nor adjourned, but by their own con- 
sent.’* Ibid. 
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Tlie cor^essions made by the King did not answer the end pro* 
posed ; the facility with which liis consent was given to some 
ot the nicilsnres, operated as a ground of suspicion as to the real 
nature of liis luture views. It was conceived that his apparent 
accordance with the wishes of the Pailiainent, was only a mask to 
prevent the preriia ure disclosure of his deterininalion to re-assume 
a <1espotic authority as soon as circiniistances permitted. Many 
things combined to give strength to this opinion; and the breaking 
out of the Irish Rebellion in the latter end of October, still fur- 
ther contributed to induce a belief of Charles's insincerity. It is 
most certain that be did not act with that active vigour against the 
insurgents which their enormous atrocities demanded; and it is 
equiiliy true, that the rebels themselves justified their proceedings 
by a pretended commission from the King, empowering them to 
take up arms, in order to overthrow the Protestant ascendancy.’*' 
It appeared also, that ‘the Queen, who very much governed his 
Majesty, kept up a correspondence with Lord Antrim, one of the 
chief agJiits in that rebellion.^ In this state of aflairs, the House 
instructed their committee in Scotland, where Charles then was, to 
request the King to change his ministers, as “ they had just cause 
to believe, that the conspiracies and commotions in Ireland, were 
hut the effects of the counsels of those who continued in credit, 
authority and employment about his Majesty.’'f 

Soon afterwards the King returned to London, and was received 
with much pomp, and great acclainalions : but the s]>irit of resist- 
ance to oppression was now arriving at its height, and the iiiur- 
mer, both ‘ loud' and ‘ deep,' resounded tlirough every quarter of 
the kingdom. On the first of December, the celebrated ‘ Petition* 

B b 4 and 

* See Rapin, Vol. II. p. 3<S0,-7. 'I'he commission was stated to 
have been signed by Charles at Edinburgh, October 1, tG4J. Ljdlow 
says, “ The news of this rebellion (as 1 have heard from persons of un- 
doubted Cl edit) was not displeasing to the King, though it was attend- 
ed with the massacre of many thousands of the Protestants there.’* 

A/m. p, 7. 


t Rushvvorih’s Coll. Vol. IV. p. 
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and * Remonstrance^ of the House of Couiinons w ere presented to 
Charles at Hampton Court. The Reinbij:>truiice, uia\ be 

considered as the Manifesto of the Piirliament, coiiti*(^iied a com- 
plete detail of the grievances that the nation had eudurtMi from the 
period of the King's accession; and \vas penned in very strong, 
tliQugh somewhat coarse, terms. Crojnwell was extremely active 
in promoting its progress through the House ; though that was 
not effected till after a debate of many hours, and it was then car- 
ried only hy a majority of nine. How greatly he felt interested 
ill its success, may be inferred from his saying to Lord Falkland, 
that if it had not passed, * he would have sold all he had the next 
morning, and never have seen England more and ‘ 1 know,’ he 
continued, ‘ many honest men of the same principle/* 

Affairs were now advancing to a crisis; and the animosities were 
aggravated by a most intemperate *l*rotcsiation,' presented by 
t\^elve Bishops to the King and the House of Peers; and which 
the latter, in a coiderence with the Commons, described as con- 
taining “ matters of dangerous consecjuence, extending to the deep 
intrenching upon the fundameiilal privileges and being of Parlia- 
ments.’* The report of this conference was no sooner made, than 
the Comiiions accused the Bibhops ol High Treason; and on the 
next day (Dc( ember the thiitietli) ten of them were sent to the 
Tow'er: the two others were only committed to the custody of the 
Black Rod, ‘ in regard to their great age/ Within a few days 
afterwards, appeared the King’s ‘ DtclarationJ in reph to the Re- 
monstrance; and on the third of January, 16.11,2, Sir Edward 
flerhert, Attorney General, by the King’s command, accused tlic 
Lord Kinibolton, and five Commoners, namely, Sir Anthony Ha- 
silriggc, Denzil Holies, John Pyni, John Hanipdeii, andAVilliam 
Stroud, Esqs. of High Treason. He then presented to the Lords, 
the general articles of inipeachinent, which iiad been ‘given him 
by the King with his own liaiid/ On the same day a Sergeant at 
Arms [^resented liirnself at the bar of the House of Coiiiinpiis, 
and ill the name of his Majesty, required the arrest of the accused 

Membei'$. 


^ Cla. Hist. Vol. I. p. $40,.T. 
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Members, /rhe House replied, that they would ‘ take his Majes- 
ty’s niessa^i into consideration, and attend him with an answer 
with ns much speed as the greatness of the business would admit; 
This reply did not satisfy the King ; and on the following day, lie 
went in person to the House of Commons, guarded, says VViiite- 
locke, “ with his Pensioners, and followed by about two hundred 
Courtiers, an<l Souldiers of Fortune ^ most of them armed vvitli 
swords and pistols.”* Leaving his guard at the door, he entered 
the House, and taking the Speaker’s chair, expressed his determi- 
nation to have the five accused Members delivered to him. Then 
looking round, and not seeing them, he asked the Speaker,! “ whe- 
ther any of those persons w^ere in the House? whetlier he saw any 
of them? and where they were?” The Speaker, “ thus surprised,” 
says Whilclocke, yet with much prudence falling on his knee, an* 
sw^ered the King to thi^ purpose ; ‘ May it please yout Majesty, I have 
iieitbereyes to see, nor tongue to speak, in this place, but as the 
House is pleased to direct me, whose servant 1 am here; and hum- 
bly beg your Majestie’s pardon that I cannot give any other answer 
than this, to what your Majesty is pleased to demand of me.” — 
The King tlien said, “ Well, since I see all die i>irds are fown, 
1 do exjiect froai you, liiat you do ^end them to me as soon as 
they return hither;” and adding a few more words, he left the 
House, many of die Members exclaiming, Privilege! Privilege! 
as lie went out^ 

This 

Memorials, p. 50. J.udlow says, the Kiiv^ was attended not 
only with his ordinary guard of IVnsioiicrs, but also with those des- 
peradoes that for some time he had entenained at V\ hitehall, to the 
number of three or four hundred, armed witli pani/.ans, sword, and 
pistol.” p, 10. 

t William Lenthall, Esq. 

Welwood, speaking of this jicnod, says, d hlngs were now go- 
ing fast on lowaids lessening the confiderce between the King and Par- 
liament; and yet there were not wanting endeavours on borh sides, fo 
•iCComiiK’daiw nauers by It and hca^viig nieihods, when the Kmg’fi 


coming 
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Tliis most rcmarkiible and rasfi procedure, to wRicli Charles 
had been principal!}’ urged by the Queen, and the tbrd Digby, 
iufiamed Ihc Cojiinions to the utiuost; and fVorn thft^ tinic it be- 
came evident, that an appeal to arms was cont«*m}dated by both 
parties as the ultimate resource. Tiie prosecution against tiie ac- 
cused Members, was, indeed, afterwards abandoned i>\ liu' King ; 
ami the Bill for ‘ depriving the Biahops of their votes in Biuliament, 
and iacapiacitating both them, and the rest of the clergy, to exer- 
cise any temporal jurisdiction,' was a[.v» passed by commission ; 
yet many circuiiislances united to pro\e tliat Charles was siknily 
preparing the means to re-assume by force, wliaicver the pressme 
of circumstaijces had obliged liiin to reh.iqiiisii with seen;ing cour- 
tesy, About this {)enod, therefore, i>oih the King and the Par- 
liament begun to make airai*gemen(s tor the e\)>ec(ed Imi direful 
event, and in a lew short months, the nation was invohed in all 
the calamities incident to civil commotion. 

Through 

coming to the House of Commons in person to demand five of their 
Members, whom he had ordered the day before ro be impeached of 
High 'freason, did put all into a couibu^tion, and gave occasion to the 
House to assert their privileges with a greater warmth than ever. '1 his 
was the most unlucky step King Charles could have made at that junc- 
ture j and the indiscretion of some that attended the King to the lobby 
of the H(>use, was insisted upon as an argument that the King was re- 
solved to use violence upon the Parliament, wiiich it's to be presumed 
was a thing far from his thoughts. U he fi\c Members had hardly lime 
to make their escape just when the King was entering, and upon liis 
going away, the House adjourned in a flame for some days, ordering a 
Committee to sit at Guildhall m the mean time, as if they were not 
safe at Westminster.*’ Mem. p. G7,-8. The King’s intention of seiz- 
ing the accused Members, had been communicated to ihe House, 
through a private intimation from the Countess of Carlisle, sister to the 
Earl of Northumberland: upon leaving the House, they took shelter in 
the City of London; and the King, on the second day following, made 
another ineffectual attempt to arrest them, by demanding them from 
the Common Council, who had been convened for the purpose at 
Cuildhall. 
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Tlirougl)\lic interest of Hanipdon, Cromwell was now ap]wint- 
ed a CaptiAi, and com missioned by the Parliament to raise a troop 
of Horse. ^Equally convinced, with his intrepid relation, that 


W'hen the ‘ swt»rd was once drawn, the scabbard must be thrown 
away for ever,’ he told his recruits, that he would not "cozen them 
by the perplexed expression in his cominksion, to fight tor King 
and Parliament; but that, if the King chanced to be in the body 
of the enemy, he would as soon discharge his pistol upon him, as 
any private person ; and if their consciences w ould not permit them 
to do Hie like, he advised them not to list tiiemselves under him.’* 
He very soon evinced activity and zeal, by seizing the jilate be- 
longing to the L'niversity of Can.Iuidge, and w hich had been voted 
to the King’s use, but which Cromwell now applied to the service 
of the Parliament. He also arrested the High Sheiift of Hertford- 
shire, at the critical moment when the latter v\as proceeding to 
St. Alban’s, in order to puhlisli the King’s Proclamation, declaring 
" the ParliamenbCoininanders all traitors.’ In the ensuing month 
he served at the battle of Edge Hill, (fought October the twenty- 
thini,) under Sir Philip Stapleton, and tlie Earl of Essex; and 
early in the loliovving year he was advanced to the dignity of 
Colonel. 

Ill these successive coinmands, Cromwell did every thing in his 
jiower to increase the rcspertahility of his soldiers; and indeed, 
generally, to improve the state and character of the Parliament’s 
army. The regular discipline which he introduced, and the spirit 
of entei jirize which his own example and energy infused into tlic 
nu n, rendered tliein an overmatch for more than an equal miinbcT 
of tlic King’s troops, as was jiiovcd in several at t ions. WhitclocLe, 
speaking ol the relict atlorded by Oliver to the L(;rd Willoughby 
ot Parhaui, at Gainsborough, in Lincolnshire, (October, 1643,) 
savs, This was the beginning of his great ftirtunes; and now he 
began to appear to the world. He Jiad a firave regiment of horse 
of his countrymen, most of them freeholders, and freeholders’ 


5ons; and who, upon matter of conscience, engaged in this quar- 


rel^ 


* Echard’s tiist. p. 579, a. 
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rcl, and under CromwelJ: and thus being well armedf. within, by 
the satisfaction of their ow n consciences, and willioA, by good 
km arms, they would, as one man, stand firmly, aiirf charge des- 
peratcly/'* In the fight near Grantham, which preceded that at 
Gainsborough, Cromwell, says Ludlow, “ defeated twenty-four 
troops of tiic enemy's horse and dragoons, wjth seven troops only 
which be had with him.” At Ciainsborough, the Royalist horse 

were more Ilian thrice bis numlier, and no way to attack them 
but through a gate, and np-Iiill; iiotwitlistandiDg vliich disadvaii'* 
tages, be adventnied l(» fall upon them, and, after some dispute, 
fotally routed them, killing many of their oliicers, and amongst 
them Lieutenant Cieiieral Cavendish,'' brother to the Earl of New- 
castle, 

’* Memorials, p. (58. Bate says, (p. 239,) ** Cromwell used them 
daily 10 look aliet, feed and dress their horsesj and when it was nc« 
cessary, to lie together on the ground; and besides, taught them to 
clean and keep their arms bright, and have them ready for service ; to 
chuic the best armour, and arm themselves to the best advantage. 
Trained up in this kind of military exercise, they excelled all their 
fellow soldiers in feats of war, and obtained more victories over the ene- 
my. 'I’hese were afterwards preferred to be commanders and officers 
in the army, and their places filled up with lusty strong fellows, whom 
he brought up in the same s.trictness of discipline.** I'his statement is 
fully corroborated by W'hitelucke, who says, that in a conference held 
between the Lords and Commons, (February 13, HM-1,) about the mu- 
tinous conduct of some companies of hoise under Sir William Waller, 
in the west, the former ‘ offered letters from persons of credit in the 
army,’ mentioning, among other circumstances, that “ at the muster, 
ao men appeared so full, and well armed, and civil, as Colonel Crora- 
weli’s horse.” Memorials, p. ]26\ 

The principles on which Cromwell acted in the selection and disci- 
plining of his troop, were thus narrated by himself, in that remarkable 
conference which took place on bis refusal to take on him the title of 
King. ** 1 was a person that, from my first employment, was sudden- 
ly preferred, and lifted up from lesser trusts to greater. From my first 
being Captain of a troop of horse, 1 did labor as well as I could, to dis- 
charge my trust ; and God blessed me as it pleased him. 1 had a very 
worthy friend then, and he was a very noble person, and I know bis 

memory 
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cHstie, whoi coniinanded the main army. Soon afterwards he 
joined the ^Earl of Manchester at Boston, and again signalized 
himself in 'Ji^indshy-lield, near Horn Castle, where, with thirty- 
seven troops of horse and dragoons, he defeated Sir John Hender- 
son, an experienced olHccr, at the head of eiglity-seven troops^ 
who ‘ hearing that Colonel Cromwell was drawn out towmds him 
with the horse, made haste to engage him before the tool could 
march up."* The Iloyalists were pursued almost to Lincoln, a 
distance of fourteen miles; and upwards of loOO were killed, 
wounded, and taken. In this battle Oliver was in much danger; 

his 

memory is very graieful to all — Mr. John llamp^ien. At my first gorng 
out into this engagemenr, I saw our wtre (;ri every hand: 

1 did indeed; and desired iiim that he would tiuhc some additions to mv 
i-ord Lssex’s army, oC some new regiments; ..nd I told him ’twonlJ oe 
fiTviceable to him in bringing such men in, a? I thc.ughi h?d a d:at 

Would do so?nethi}ig in the iiork, * Tour troops,’ said 1, ‘are m st of 
them old decayed serving-men, and tapsters, and '>uch kind of feilow-^ 
and their trvoopsnrr i-entlcmcids sons, younger son?, and persons f)f qualityr 
And do you think that the spirits of such ha^e and mean IV hu vs, wilt 
ever be able to encounter gentlemen that have honour, and counige^ 
and resolution, in them f \ on must get iren of a spirit, and (take ;t 
not ill what I say) of a spirit that is likely to ro oi as Jar us genHenirn 
li'ill go, or c'sc 1 am sure you will be bcaicn snll.* ] told him so: he 
was a wise and worthy person, and he did think that I talked a good 
ri(*tio/i, bur an impractic.ibie one. I tnid him, * I could do something 
in it;' and 1 raised $ud\ men as had tfir fear of God before them, and 
made some conscience of zehat they did. And from that day forward 
they were never beaten ; but wherever iht y were engaged against th^e 
enemy, they beat cc'nnnually.” — How eminenilv superior were Crom- 
well’s ideas of tl.e c-mstitufion of an army, to those of an ennobled states- 
man of the ptesent day; who, in a full assembly of his peers, had the 
u.ihlusliing eifroniery to state, that ** men of correct moral principles 
and practice, were net fit for soldiers;'' that the “ men most sciviceu^ 
bit*" in an army, were “ thoughtless profigotes^ who wt rc regardless 
<d lift', because they were insensible of the blessing'^ ot existence j’* 


^ Ludlow’s Mem. p. 27. 
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his horse was shot under him at the first shock, and Ve was again 
struck down as he a1 tempted to rise. 

These rapid successes, with other victories of les«yimj)orlance, 
so established his military reputation, that the King is stated to 
Lave been heard to say, ‘ I would that some would do me the 
good fortune to bring Cromwell to me alive or dead/*^ Oliver, 
as appears from Whitelocke, was afterwards appointed Governor 
of the Isle of Ely, and had “ the like power tor levying money 
there for his forces, as the Earl of Manchester had in the associat- 
ed count ies.”t 

In the following month, April, the city of York was in- 

vested by the forces under Lord Fairfax, and the Scots under 
General Lesley ; hut as the garrison consisted of 6' or 7000 men, 
besides horse, and \\‘d< coiiiiiianded by the brave Earl of Ne\v(‘as- 
tle, they made little jirogrcss towards reducing it, till they had 
been joined by the Earl ot Manchester ami Cromwell, when the 
liege was pursued with so nuicli vigor, that the Royalists proffered 
to surrender upon certain terms: tliese were not agreed to, and 
others were otlered ; \ct whilst the treaty was |)ending, the rapul 
approach of Prim e Rupert, with au army of about eighteen or 
twenty thousand foot and Jiorse, entirely elianged the state of af- 
fairs, and the b(;sieg<'rs drew' off to Marston Moor, a large plain 
about eight miles from the city 4 Here, on the third of July, 

they 

^ Bishop Ilacket's Life of Arch. AVilliams. f Mem. p. 80. 

J If Prince Rupert, says l.udlc>\v, ** who had acquired honor enough 
by ihe relief of York in the view of three Generals, couid ii.ive content- 
ed himself with ir, and retreated, as he might have d^jne, without fight- 
ing, the repuiarion lie had gained would have caused his army to in- 
crease like the rolling of a snow-ball ; but he thinking this noiliing, un- 
less he might have all, forced his enemies to a battle against the advice 
of many of those that were with him.” Mem. p. 48. It appears from 
Clarendon, \'ol. 11, p. 3L/0 — 90 , that Prince Rupert was induced to 
fight by a letter he had received from the King, in which the latter 
Itated, that * his alTairs were in so very ill a state, that it would not be 
chough, though his Highness raised the siege of York, if he had not 
.Rkewise beaten the iScaich army.* 
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they were aUacked by Prince Rupert (who had united his forces 
to tliose o^thc Earl of Newcastle) with such impetuosity, that the 
right wing, and main body, were conipletely routed; and the 
three C ienerals, giving all lor lost, hasted out of the field ; and 
many of the soldiers fled, and threw down their arms/’* So ge- 
neral was the confusion, that “ Prince Rupert, concluding all to 
he his own, sent letters to the King, to acquaint him with the 
victory :”t but the King s forces, especially the Prince, loo ea- 
gerly following the cliaec, the victory, now almost atchieved by 
tliein, was again snatched out of llieir bands. For Colonel Crom- 
well, with the brave rciriment of lus countn/meny and Sir Thomiis 
Fairfax, having rallyed some of his horse, fell uf)on the Prince’* 
right wing, where the Earl of Newcastle was, and routed them; 
and the rest of their companions rallying, they fell altogether upon 
the divided bodies of Rupert and (lOring, totally dispersed tlieni, 
and obtained a complete victory after three hours figbt/’J The 
slaughter w'as very great; and the Prince narrowly escaped being 

made 

W’liitclockc’s Mem. p. 89. f l.ud!rAV% Mean. p. 48. 

J Wiiitelocke’s Mem. p. 89. ** The right wing of the ParliamcnPi 

army was commanded by Sir '1 homas Fairfax, and consisted of all his 
horse, and three reginicrns of the Sc.oi5* lioriX: the left wing was com- 
manded by the Karl of Manchester and Colonel Cromweii. One body 
of tiieir foot was commanded by the Lord Fairlax, and consisted of hii 
foot, and ten lirigades of the Scots foot lor a reserve ; and the main 
body of the rest ol' the foot was commanded by General fjeven. — 
right wing of the Prince’s army was commanded by the Earl of New- 
castle ; the left wing by the Prince himself; and the main body by Ge- 
neral Goring, Sir Charles Lucas, and Major General Porter. Both 
sides were thus drawn up into battalia. From this battle, and the pur- 
suit, some reckon were buried 7000 Engiisiimen ; all agree, that above 
3000 of the Prince’s men were slain in the battle, besides those in the 
chace, and 3000 prisoners taken, many of their chief officers, 23 pieces 
of ordnance, 47 colours, (among which was the Prince’s own standard, 
with the arms of the Palatinate, Lud. Mem. p. 49,) 10,000 arms, two 
waggons of carbines and pistols, 130 barrels ot powder, and all their 
bag and baggage.” Ibid* 
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made a prisoner. Cromwell hiiriself was sliji^Iitly wounded in the 
neck, by the ‘ accidental going off behind him of one « f his sol- 
dier’s pistols.”^ d'he }*iirli;ijnenl ordered a <hiY of pn^jlic llianks- 
giving for this icOmrkablc success; and the investment of York 
being immediately recommenced, that city surrendered within a 
fortnight afterwards. 

The fame of Cromwell was greatly extended by this victory ; 
and in a few months he was mailc Lieutenant-General of the Earl 
of Manchester's army, and was present at the second battle of 
Ne\vl)ury, (October the twenty-seventh,) “ where, with the same 
felicity and valour, he had the better on that part of the field 
where he fought, and contributed mainly to that piece of victory 
the Parliament forces had there-^’f The event of the tlay, how- 
ever, >vas not suHiciently decided to satisfy his eager desire of 
complete success: and in his report to tire House, “ he secined 
(but cautiously enough, says Whitelocke) to lay more blame on the 
officers of the Lord Generals army, than upon any otlicr.’^J This 
highly offended the Earl of Essex, who, from indisposition, had not 

been 

* Mem. of Den^ll, I^rd Holies. 7’his nobleman, contrary to ali 
cither writers, accuses Cromwell of ^basc cowardliness* in the battle of 
^Jarston Moor, and affirms that the victory was owing to Major Gene- 
ral Crawford, who led the charge himself, after Cromwell had pitifully 
I( ft the field, to have ' his little burn in the nock dressed ^ i bis, J.orcl 
Holies, says, he had by relation from Crawford himself, ‘ \vho was a 
man of honour, that was not ashamed nor afraid to publish it in all 
places;* and that 'he once said it aloud in Westminster Hall, when 
Cromwell past by him, with a design he might hear him.' Whatever 
particular circumstance might have occurred at Marvton Moor, lo give 
rise to this story, the charge of cowardice against Cromwell can never 
be maintained he was engaged in so many battles, and on so manv oc- 
casions changed the aspect of the day by his own personal intrepidity, 
that not a single doubt of his courage ought to be sulfered to remain om 
the unprejudiced mind. 

t Hist, of the Life and Death of O. Crom. in Harl. Misccl. Chap. VII, 
i Memorials, p. i 1 K 
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been present in the battle,* and who began now to have some jea* 
lousies, and was advised to put his strength to rid Cromwell out 
of the way.^ The means to be used to effect this, was supposed to 
be by the Sc^ts Commissioners, who were not well pleased with 
Cromwell, for some w^ords which he had spokeii, as they appre- 
hended, derogatory to the honor of their nation.^f It was pro- 
posed, therefore, to charge Cromwell with being an Incendiary 
“ twixt the twa Kingdoms and if “ he be proved,” continued 
the Lord Chancellor of Scotland, in the remarkable Consultation 
held on the occasion at Essex House, “ sike an Incendiary, 
that will clepe his wings from soaring to the prejudice of our 
cause The little encouragement given by Maynard and Whitc- 
locke, who were consulted as to the best mode of substantiating 
the charge, occasioned the whole scheme to be relincpiished ; and 
Cromwell, who appears to have had ‘ timely notice* of the pro- 
jected accusation from Whitelocke himself, § “ afterwards carried on 
his design more actively, of making way for his own advanccment.”|| 
He did not scruple, indeed, to charge even the Earl of Mimches- 
ter with cowardly betraying the Parliament, for that he might 
xery easily have deleated the King*s army, (when the latter drew 
«#if his cannon from Doiinington Castle, the day after the second 
VoL. VIl. April, IHOS. C c battle 

^ Ludlow's Mem. p. jO. + Whitelocke’s Mem, p. lil. 

i llf'd. § Wood's Ath. Oxon. Vol. II. p. 51 d. 

il Whltelncke’s Mem. p. 113 , T he particular passages in the speeches 
<ol \V hitclocke and M.iynard, which induced the Scots Commissioners to 
forego their intention, were probably the following; *l take Lieu- 
tenant General Cromwtll to be a gentleman of quick and subtle parts, 
and one who hath, especially of late, gained no small interest in the 
House of Commons ; nor is he wanting by friends in the House of Peers, 
nor of abilities in himself to manage his own part or defence to the best 
advantage.’ M. Lituicnant General Cromwell is a person of great 
favor and interest with the House of Commons, and with some of the 
House of Peers likewise ; and therefore there must be proofs, and the 
more clear and evident, to prevail with the Parliament to adjudge him 
to be an incendiary.’* 
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battle of Newbury,) if he would liavo suffered him with his own 
brigade to have charged them in their retreat; but fliat the Earl 
obstinately opposed all ad\irc and importunity, giv/ng no other 
reason, than ‘ that, if he did overthrow the King’s a/inv, the King 
would always have another to keep up the war; but if his army 
should be overthrown at that nice juncture, tliey should be all re- 
bels and traitors, and executed and forl’eiled by the law.” The 
Earl defended himself, by saying, that, ‘ had he followed this 
counsel, it would have exposed tlie army to an unseasonable ha- 
zard/ From that time the breach between these commanders be- 
come irreconcileable. 

Cromwell had now obtained groat influence with the Indepen- 
dents, a sect which had gained strength during the Civil War, and 
appeared to be aiming at the estahli^lnnent of a Conimoiiwealth. 
As yet, however, there were too many oflicers in the Parliament 
army who favoured a Regal power, though with proper restric- 
tions, to permit such a d<'sign to he openly avowed. It became 
necessary, therefore, tliat these should he removed; and that vhef 

litre of political management , the ‘ St’lf-dcnylnir Ordinance 
was played off against them. In the House of Commons, the bu- 
siness was opened by Cromwell, (December the 9lh,) and, after 
a long debate, it was resohed, on the motion of Zouch Tate, and 
Sir Harry Vane, ‘that no Member of cither House of Parliament 
should, during the war, enjoy or executtj any otHce or command, 
Military or Civil/ Two days afterwards, the Ordinance itself Was 
brought in ; and on the iiiiieteentli, ‘ cm'i/ and self ends prcvainnjr/ 
says Wliitelocke, it finally passed, and was sent up to the Lords. 
Here it met with much opposition, and was at first thrown out; 
but the Commons persisting in their purpose, and tlie public voice 
being decidedly in its favor, it was at length carried on the tliird 
of April ; Iwm days before whidi, the Earls of Essex, Manchester, 
nud Dejibigh, resigned their commissions. Whilst this measure 
was |>ending, another Ordinance was passed for ‘ new modelling 
the army/ and the chief command w^as voted to Sir Thomas Fair- 
fax, with pow'cr to appoint his ow’n oflicers: the commission giveii 
to him on this occasion, was in the name of the Parliament alone, 

and 
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and not in* that of ‘ the King and Parliament/ as all the previous 
commissions had been worded. 

Mad the < Self-denviiig Ordinance* !>een enforced according to 
the letter, 6ronnvell himself must liave been excluded from all 
command; but he knew too well that the strength of bis own par- 
ty was enough powerful to secure him iVom this degradation. His 
commission, therefore, was continne<l from lime to time, till at 
last, on the tenth of June, the House, after some debate, ordered 
that “ Sir Tliomas Fairfax should appoint Cromwell to command 
the horse under him as Lieutenant (iencral, if he thought fit/* 
and he was accordingly constituted Ijcutenant (xcneral of the 
Horse, with the same full powers tint the Ear] of Mauciiester had 
before enjoyed.'^ 

Within a few days afterwards (June the I Jtli) was fought the 
ineinorahie battle of Nasehy, in \sliicli the sujierior generalship 
and bravery of Cromwell were again eminently displaycd.f The 

C’ c 2 King 

^ Whitelocke's Mem. p. I4f>. 'I'hus ' Cromwell began to increase 
in tile favor of the people, and of the army ; and to grow great even to 
tlie envy of many.’ Jhid, 

■] d’his battle was won and lost as that of Marston Moor, but 
proved more dc^tructivc to the King and his party; and it was exceed- 
ing bloody, both armies being very courageous and numerous, and not 
aOO odds on eitlier side. It was fought in a large fallow field, on the 
north-west side of Nnseby, (In Ix*lccstershire,) about a mile broad, which* 
space of ground was wijoHy taken up — 'Fhe King commanded the main 
b(dy of his armv ; IVince Hupert and Prince Maurice the right wing; 
JSir Marmadukc Linp^iale the left 5 the Earl of Lindsey and the Lord 
Ashley the right-hand reserve; the l.ord Bard and Sir Georgt J/Isle 
the left reserve. — ()( the Parliament’s army, Fairfax and iSkippon com- 
manded the main body; Cromwell the riuhi w'ing, with whom was 
Kosseier, and they both came in a little befoie the fight; Ireion com- 
manded the left wir’g. 'I he reserves were brought up by Hainsboroiudi, 
Hammond, and Pride.’' M liitclocke’s Mem. p. Mo. This author 
has given a particular and very interesting account of the battle, but too 
long for insertion here ; for other particulars, with Cromwell’s curious 
letter to the House of Commons, written after the action, see Beauties, 

N’ul. IX. p. 4.i8 — j. 31 . 
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King commanded !us own army in |)crson, and tlie commcnceinei>t 
of tlie aotion was favorable to him ; but the rash impetuosity of 
Prince llapcrt, who, having defeated tlie left wnug of the Parlia- 
ment s army under ireton, (afterwards Cromweirs soiiiin-law,) and 
pursued tiieni to too great a distance, entirely changed the promise 
of the day; and his whole army was eventually, completely vaii- 
qiiisiied by the exertions of Crmmvell, and the well-regulated bra- 
very ot the Parliament’s soldiers. It is said by one author, tlrat 
lie dew like lightning from one part of the army to the other, 
and broke through tlie enemy’s $(piadrons with such rapidity, that 
nothing either could or durst stop liim."’* This victory proved 
decisive of the King’s affairs ; the loss lie sustained w'as irreparable; 
and what principally tended to the total ruin of bis cause, was the 
taking of liis private cabinet, iii which were various Icllors of the 
Queen’s, and copies of his own to her, with other important pa* 
pers.f These were afterwards published, with annotations, by 
the special order of Parliament, and had much effect in convincing 
the natioti of CIrarles’s insincerity in the different attempts that had 
been made at accommodation : they also proved how greatly the 
Queen’s counsels and itifluence liad operated to produce the dread- 
ful calamities tliat had so long afHicted the country. 

“ The 

* Kev. of the Life of O. Crom, p. 31. Lord Clarendon says, that 
** this dilFerence was observed all along in the discipline of the King’s 
troops, and those commanded by Fairfax and Cro?niitll, (it having ne- 
ver been remarked under Essex and Waller, but only under them,) 
that though the King’s troops prevailed in tlie charge, and routed those 
they charged, they seldom rallied themselves again in order, nor could 
be brought to make a second charge the same day ; whereas the troops 
under Fairfax and Cromwell, if they prevailed, and though they were 
beaten and routed, presently rallied again, and stood in good order till 
they received further directions.'* 

t See Ludlow’s Memoirs and Hark Mis, for copies of these important 
documents. Ludlow says, that “ other letters, of no Jess consequence, 
were suppressed, as I have been credibly informed, by some of those 
that were intrusted with them, who, since the King’s return, have been 
rewarded for it.’* Mem, p. 00. 
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« The Parliament's army had rio sooner ^^aiiied this wonderful 
advantage, hut, like a torrent, they soon overspread the whole 
liiiigdom, Ijeariiig dow'ii all before them. Leicester, which the 
King had lately taken from them, was iiiiiiiediately regained: 
Taunton, which had been closely besieged by Lord Goring, and 
deieuded by the valiant Blake, was relieved ; Lord Goring was 
beaten, and pursued almost to Bridgewater. In this latter action 
the prudence of Cromwell was very conspicuous ; he would not 
sufi'er part of the horse to pursue the enemy, till tiiey were all 
come up togetljer; tlien putting himself at tiieir head, he perform- 
ed the work with sucli success, that he took almost ail theeiKMiiy's 
foot, and their ordnance. Afte' this victory, the strong garrison 
of Bridgew ater w as taken by storm. 

** CronivveH’s next expedition was agaiii t the club-men, a kind 
of third army, which started up suddenly in several counties, on 
occasion of the rapines and violences practised by the Royalists in 
the west. Both parlies endeavoured to gain them over, and they 
were forniidahle to hotli, till Cromwell s piesence, and judicious 
conduct, put ail end to the insuiTeetioii.” Soon afterwards Sher- 
bourii Castle was redueed ; and “ immediately after wc find him 
before Bristol, in company wkh Fairfax, whom he advised to storm 
that important city. Prince Rupert held it with about 5000 horse 
and foot, and had declared he never would surrender it, unless a 
mutiny liappened ; but CrcHnwelfs eounsel prevailing, an attack 
was made with so niueh 1‘uiy, that the Prince thought not lit to 
run the hazard ol* a second assault, but delivered up liie place, 
;ind w itli it most of the King's magazines and warlike provisions.”*' 

C e J “ From 

^ For a very full aiui curious account of ilie siege nrul surrender of 
Bristol, see Sprigge’s * Knglaiid's Kecovery,' p. — “ (joD," 
says this author, “ to shevv the watchlulntsse of las IhoviUence over the 
(.general and Lieutenant General, brought them into dnnger, and 
delivered them out cf the same graciously, during ihe time of the par- 
ley; for while they were both sitting on the top of Pryors ilill Fort 
(which had been taken in the assault) a peece of ordnance was sliot thi- 
ther from the C2asile, and the bullet grazed upon the Fort within two 
hands breadth of them, but did them no hurt at all.” P. 110. 
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“ From Bristol, wiili a brigade of tour regiineiitsv* Cromwell 
flew to the Devizes, and suumioned the Castle, Tht^ place was 
^o strong, tliat Sir Charles Llo^d, the governor, relumed no 
other answer, than ‘ ivin ily and wear it }'et, as if nolluug was 
defensible against our victorious coininandcr, he was soon master 
of this fortress. Then hastening to WiiiehesItT, he Ij\ the way 
disarmed and dispersed tlie Hain])^Iiire liolers ; and being come 
before tlic city, lie tiled the gate, and entered ; made a breach in 
the Castle, wliieli lield out, and reduced it to the Pariiaments 
obedience, lie did the same by the Basing lIoii''e, which was 
held by the Marquis of Winchester, its owner, and lliongiil to he 
almost impregnable; the Colonels Norton and Harvey, and Sir 
William Waller, having ass;iulle(l it in vain, Langford House, 
near Salishury, was surrcndtied to liini at the first summons : then 
marching beyond Exeter, at Bovey-Tracy lie tbught Lord Went- 
worth, taking 400 horse, and 100 foot, prisoners, with six stan- 
dards, one of wliicii was the King's. Next, joining willi Fairfax, 
they, in conjunction, took Dartmoulli by storm ; defeated the 
Lord Hoplon at Torrington, and pursued the only remains of a 
royal army into Cornwall, where Ihinee Charles had a body of 
about 5000 horse and 1000 foot; but, unable to make bead 
against the victors, he embarked wilii several noble [)ersons, and 
fled to tlie Isles of Scilly. Lord Hopton, wlio was left to com- 
mand the forces, was obliged to disband them ; soon after which, 
Exeter surrendered, and Cromwell came to London, where lie 
took Iiis place in Parliament, and received the lu;arty thanks of the 
House for his great and maiiy services."* 

“ So ended," says the autiior of the History of the Life and 
Death of Oliver Cromwell, printed in the Harleian Miscellany, 

the first war, with tlie praises and triimqihs of this inan-of war, 
adored and worsbipi'cd by his parly, who stuck not to lilaspheme 
God and liis scrijitmes, attributing all lllo^e bosannas and 
psalms, and songs of deiivciaiice and victory, to this tlieir cham- 
pion ; 

^ Eev. of the Life of O. Crom. p.32 — 4, Cromwell took his scat in 
the House on the twenty third of x\pnl, lo4t). li hiiciocLe"^ Mem, 

p, 207. 
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pion ; ill cfiect, making a mere idol of him ; which plianatick re- 
ligious veu<.^ralion lio missed not to improve ; though, ibr the pre- 
sent, he covered his ambition with modesty and humility, as- 
cribing all things, in a canting wav of expression, to the goodness 
and oiiini|)otence of God/’ 

During these conlinued successes of Fairfax and Cromwell, the 
King made various overtures to the Parliament, and offered to 
come in person to Westminster for forty days, to negociate a 
treaty, pro\i(led lie had a safe conduct for that purpose."^ All 
his endeavours, however, proved ineffectual ; no confidence w^as 
reposed in his sincerity, and, ‘ Necessity being then his Coun- 
cellor,’ lie determined t{) trust to die fidelity of the Scotch army, 

having received very good assnranre, (as he then believed,) that 
himself, and all that did adhere to him, should he safe in their 
persons, honor, and conseiences/’f lie therefore (juitted Oxford 
ill the night, and in disguise ; and arriving at Southwell, in Not- 
tinghamsliire, the then liead-(jnarters of the Scottish army, which 
was engaged in hesieging Neuark, he submitted to General 
Lesley, 'flic alarm whicli the King’s secret departure had occa- 
sioned, may he inferred from the declaration issued hy the Parlia- 
ment, and proclaimed tlirongliout London, ‘ by beat of drum, 
and sound of trumpet / it stated, that “ uliat person soever shall 
harbour or eonceal, or know of tlie harbouring of the King’s per- 
son, and shall not n veal it immediately to the Speakers of both 
Houses, shall he proceeded agaiirst as a Traitor to the Comuion- 
weallh, forfeit his wliole estate, and die without mercy /’i 

C c 4 In 

^ 1 he King,” says Ludlow, perceiving judgment to he given 

against him by that power to which boih parties had made their solemn 
appeal, thought it adviseable to make use ol the foxes skin, and for a 
time to lay aside that of the lion,” &c. p. t>7. 

^ t Dug. from Charles’s Letter to the Marquis of Ormond , ^ Short 
View/ &c. p. 1.^)8. 


X Wliiielocke’s Mem. p. 209* 
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In a few days afterwards, the Scots, having:; sent nctice to tlie 
English Parliament of the King’s coming to their army, marched 
to Newcastle, taking the King with them; an event whicli greatly 
tended to the subsequent war between the two countries. Various 
iiegociatioifs were now entered into; and the remainder of the 
year was spent in the intrigues of parties, and in the endeavours 
of the House of Commons to prevail on the Scots to deliver the 
King’s person into tlieir hands. At length, after much contention, 
‘‘ it came at last,” sa>s Dugdale, “ to a meer money business;” 
and the Scots, for the sum of 400,0001. to be paid to them on 
the score of arrears of pay, and other losses, “ the one half in 
hand, uj)on delivery up of the King,”* agreed to surrender the 
unfortunate Monarch to the l\irliament’s Commissioners. Tliis 
was accordingly done in the beginning of February, U)47 ; and 
Charles was conveyed to Ilolmby House, in Northamptonshire, 
where he remained till June the fourth, when he was seized at 
midnight, by Colonel Joyce, who acted under secret orders from 
Cromwell, and conveyed to the army under Fairfax, which then 
lay eiicain})ed about Triplow Heath, in Cambridgeshire, 

This unexpected proceeding greatly discoiicei ted the measure* 
of the Parliament, w ho were now contending for mastery with the 
army, the latter “ having began protessedly to enhu into coiiqie- 
tition with the Parliament, and to claim a sliare with them in set- 
tling the kirgdoin. To effect this, they made choice of a number 
of such otllcers as they aj>proved, which was called the General’s 
Council of Ollicers ; and three or four out ol ea< h iTgimeiit, 
rnostly soldiers or corporals, were clioseii by the common soldiers, 
and called Jiritatora. I’luse two bodies met sej>arutely, and ex- 
amined all the acts and orders of Pailiament towards settling the 
kingdom, and relbrmiiig, dividing, or dishsjndiiig, the army ; and 
after some consultations, they unaiiiinoiisly declared that ‘ they 
would not he divided, nor disbanded, till their full arrears W'ere 
paid, and till full provision was made for liberty of conscience, 
ixc.’ They added, that, ‘ as they had voluntarily taken up ^rma 

for 


^ Dug. Short \’iew, &c. 1,-232. 
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for the libt’rty and defence of the nation, of which they were a 
part, before they laid down those arms, they would see all those 
ends provided for.” These nieasnres were principally fomented by 
Cromwell, w’^io had now openly declare<l in favor of the Inde- 
pendents ; though he slill pretended to he incensed against the 
insolence of the soldiery; yet iiis designs wen* not so covertly 
pursued, but that the leading nicnil)ers ot the Presbyterian party 
became suspicious of him, and it was deterinined to impeach him 
of High Treason the very next time that he should attend the 
House. It had already been attested, according to Bishop Burnet, 
from the information of Sir Harbotlle Grimstone, that Cromweli 
liad said, ‘ he was sure of the -'nuy ; hut there was another 
body that had more need of purging, naming the House of Com- 
mons, and he tliought the army only could do that.”* This 
Cromwell fervently denied, when the charge was made against 
him, with “ solemn prater to God, attesting his innocence, great 
velicinence, and many tears ;”t hut as soon as he quitted the 
IIoiisi*, he prepared to set out for the army, and joined it the 
next day. Dugdale, who says he obtained liberty to go to the 
army, by the arlitice of proft’eriiig his services to subdue the 
* souldicrs refractoriness,’ states also, that “ w hen he came to the 
rendevonz at Triplo-Hcalh, he did not only approve of all that 
they had done, but o|)enly joined with them in all their bold en- 
gagements, declarations, renions! ranees, and manifestoes ; saying 
to some in private, that ‘ now he had got the King into his hands, 
he had the Parliament in his pocket. 

Though Fairfax had the nominal conimaiid of the army, it is 
tf*vident that Cromwell, by his consummate address, and great in- 
terest witli that (ienoral, was the actual director of all its opera- 
tions, His grand design, at this jrciiod, appears to have been to 
secure his own advancement, by restoring the King by nieaus of 

the 

* Burnet’s Hist, of his own Time, Vol. I. p. 4j. 
t Ibid. 

I Sliort View, Sjc, p. 21?. from Perf.’ Diurnal, p. 1(3?3; and Hist, 
iiid. p. 34. 
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the Independents; thinking that liberty of consrienee, and per- 
sonal rights, would by that means be I>etter secured, than under 
a Presbyterian hierarchy, lo eiTect this purpose, it was necessary’ 
that the IVesbylerian interest should be destroyed, or overawed ; 
and soon alterwards, the army, drawing nearer to London, 
charged eleven of the most active Members among the Presbyte- 
rians nith High 'rreason. The acenseil Members imniediarely 
iled ; and from this time, tlie I'arlianient, tliough not without mak- 
ing several attem])l.s to recover tiieir lost power, may he consider- 
ed as geneially siibNcrvient to the army. 

Had Charles Iear:ie<l wivdosii fr(»in adversity, his snbse(|uenl 
liiistorlimes would newr haw iiappeued ; for in the revoiiilioiis 
aiitl conteiilioiis of piirtios, the }H‘opie still fbuud themsj lves de- 
prived ot’ that poin t- which e\t*r\ side prelt iidt'd l<> be laboring to 
accomplish. The eonj]dt:te liuuiiliation c>t‘ the Kiuii hari, indeed, 
excited a semewhat popular feeling lu his la\oi ; and (luring the 
tumults tliat agitated IIjo m(‘tro]>olis about this time, the P.irlia- 
inent had not only been (‘hliged to lexoKe an oidinanct*, whitli 
vested the command ol the City Militia in (hturiweirs lVi< nds, Imt 
also to vote, that ‘ the king should ronie foithwilh to Lomlon, 
aiid be in\iied tliilher A^itll honor, fieedoin, and safety,’ I’lie 
S[)eakcrs, liowcver, and many of the Membtrs of both Hons<*s, 
of the Independent party, repaired in haste tt* the army, com 
plaiiiinti (»f the violence that had been exerci-ed ; and the army, 
fully sensible of the vantage ground thus obtained, declared ibat 
‘ fboy would n -establish the Parliament in their full power, f»r j)e- 
rish in the attemjit.' Nor did they fail of ihiir promise ; for 
lliough the Houses had chosen new Speakers, and passt’d several 
votes, according to tiie wishes of the citizens, yet all their pro- 
ceedings were disannulled upon the army’s reaching London ; the 
Members were restored, and every thing settled again as the OfK- 
cers, or rather as Cromwell, who governed all the rest, would 
have it.*^ 

Cromwell, in his private arrangements with tlie King, was ob- 
liged to proceed with the greatest caution ; though there cannot 

he 


♦ I\cv. &c, of the Life of O. Crom. p. 
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he a doubt bwt that be would eventually have accomplished his purr 
pose, if Charles couUl have acted without dissimulation ; “ yet 
the uiifbrtunale Mouarcli, whose tnirid was unsettled, wavering, 
distrustful, aiM insincere, itistead of closing with tenns which 
could only save his crown, his life, anrl the constitution, endea- 
voured by artilice, first to amuse, and then to ruin him. Crom- 
well had averred, that ‘ he would serve the King as long as he 
could do it without his <»wn ruin ; but honestly declared, that it 
must not he expected that he would perish for his sake.' After 
this it was, that Oliver discovered the Kings insincerity, through 
an intercepted letter to tlie Queen, in which lie tiaid, ‘ he was 
courted by both parties, but would close with those that olfered 
the best terins.’^ This w'as highly ungtaierous : but he did worse ; 
lie declared, in another letter to lier Majesty, that ‘ it would be 
easier to take off ( romwell, wdieii he had ai^reed with the Parlia- 
ment, than now he was at the head of liie army.' All this Oliver 
knew; and [irohably it was upon this occasion tlrat he said, ‘ If 
it must be m\ head, or the Kings, can 1 hesitate which to 
choose ?'’t 

That the wavering conduct of tlie King was a principal cause of 
Cromwell’s finally deserting him, may be corroborated by the 
words of Lord Clarendon, who says, that “ Cromwell himself 
expostulated w ith Mr. Ashburnham. (one of the King’s attendants,) 
and complained that ‘ the King could not be liusled; that he had 
no affection or ronlideiu c in the army, but w as jealous of them, 
and of all the otb<ers ; that he ha<l intrigues in the Parliament, 
and treaties v\illi the Ihesbvterians <»l llie eilv, to raise new trou- 
bles ; that he had a trealy eonclmled with tlic Scotili Commis- 
sioners to engage the nation again in blooti ; and tiieietore, tiiat 
he would not he answerable, it any thing fell out amiss, and con- 
trary to exjieclalion." Tiiere uvre yet other reasons, which, 

doubtless, 

Tliis was the famous Katcr which, in the ‘ Memoirs of the Lord 
Lroghiil,* is said t<j havt* bren sewod up in ti’.e skiit of a saddle, and 
lo liavc been miercepied by Cnninvcil and lieton, dis;^uised ns troopers, 
•It the blue boar Inn, in lJulborn, 

t Noble’s Crom. Vol. 1. p. I Id,-! IT. 
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doubtless, operated most powerfullv on Oliver’s iniiici. Tbe King 
bad temporized too long ; and the army were so thoroughly per- 
suaded of his dissimulation, that it became dangerous to any one 
of them to be considered as his friend. Cromwell telt the hazard 
of his situation ; and in a conversation with Sir John Berkley and 
Ashburnham, is stated to have used these words : “ If I am an 
honest man, f have said enough of the sincerity of my intentions ; 
and if I am not, nothing is enough : therel’orc, 1 conjure you, as 
you tender the King’s service, not to come so fre(jnenlly to my 
ejuarters, but to send your business in private ; the suspicion of 
me being grown so great, that I am afraid to be in lliem iny- 
fielf.” 

Soon afterwards, tbe Council of Agitators declared openly, 

* that, since the King had rejected their proposals, they were no 
further engaged to him, but were now to consult their own safety, 
and the public good ; and having the power devolved upon them 
by decision of tbe sword, and being convinced that Monarchy was 
inconsistent with the good of the nation, they resolved to use their 
utmost endeavours to reduce England to a Commonwealth.’ I'hey 
also declared against ‘ the longer continuance of the Parliament ; 
and required that a new one might be elected by a more equal 
distribution of the counties, cities, and borouglis.’ Cromwell was 
now in great alarm, the disaflection had extended even to bis own 
regiment ; and though, by his daring intrepidity, in seizing several of 
the soldiers who W'ore the distinguishing colours of tln ir party, and 
condemning one of tliem to die,* at tbe general rendezvous al Ware, 
‘‘ he dkl for the present quell this spirit in the army, yet so aj>- 
prehensive was he of the secret remains of it, and the conse- 
quences that might hence ensue, and so weary was he of treating 
with the King to no purpose, that he soon altered his conduct to 
both parties, and reconciled himself to the one by abandoning the 
other.”'!- Shortly 

^ Ludlow’s Mem. p. 8G. They were permitted to cast lots, and 
him whose fate it was to die, was shot to death by the oUiers in sight of 
the whole army. 

t Rev. of the Life of O. Crom. p. 101,-102. 
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' Shortly bc/bre the general rendezvous at Ware, the King follow- 
ing the advice of Cromwell, secretly withdrew from Hampton 
Court, on the evening of November the tenth, and proceeded to 
the Isle of Wight, of which Colonel Hammond was then Governor, 
Soon after this it was, that Cromwell found himself compelled to 
abandon all intention of serving the King; and having ‘perfected 
his reconciliation’ with the aniiy, lie attended a private meeting 
of the General Otliccrs at Windsor, with his son-in-law, Ireton; 
and, after a long consnltation, they determined that ‘ the King 
should be prosecuted for his life as a criminal person.' This reso- 
lution, liowev(‘r, was studiously kept secret till the complete pre- 
ponderance of the armv, in the following year, rendered conceal- 
luent no longer necessary .f 

When it was known that Charles had sought refuge in tlie Isle 
of Wight, negociations were again entered into ‘ to settle the king- 
dom;’ but they all proved as fruitless as formerly; and on the 
King’s re fusil to sign the four famous Bills,! that had been seiit to 

him 


See Ludlow’s Mem. p. — 01. 

i Ludlow expresses his belief that * ireton never intended to close 
with the King, but only to fay his party a-loep, whilst they were coq- 
tosiing with the iVusbyieri.in interest in Larlianicnt ; and now,* hecon- 
tinucs, ‘ Ivaving secured tncin^elves of the litv, subdued the army, and 
freed themselves froin the importunity of the King and his party, they 
became willing t'j quit tue:r hands of him, since their transactions with 
him had procured them so much upposiiion, and to leave tlic breach with 
him upon tl;e Tarliament ; where they found i!:e Presbyterian party 
averse to an agreement with him upon any proposals of the army, and 
ilie Commonwealth -party resolved not to treat with him upon any at 
Mem. p. 88,-9. 

I These wore, 1st. An Act for Settling the Militia of the Kingdom; 
?nd. An Act for calling in of ail Declarations, Oaths, and Proclama- 
tions, against the Parliam<;nt, and those who adhered to them ; 3rd. 
An Act to incapacitate those Lords who were made after the Great 
Seal was carried to Oxford from sitting in the House of Peers; and 4th. 
An Act to empower the two Houses to adjourn as they should think 
fit. Ifliitelockc's Man. p. 9S2. 
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him by the Parliament as preliminary lo a treaty, it ^vas resolved 
by the House of Commons, that ‘ no more addresses or applica- 
tions should he made to the King, nor any message roct ived from, 
or sent to him, without the consent of holli lloir^es, under the 
pcnaltv of High Treason/ This was only carried alter ‘a debate 
from morning till late at night, and then principally through the 
exertions of Cromwell and Ireton: the former declared, that 
Charles was ‘ so great a dissembler, and so I’alse a man, that he 
was not to be trusted/ and, at the conclusion of this speech, is 
said lo have placed liis hand upon his sword, for tlie purpose of 
intimidating the opposing party. 

The disputes helweeu tho Parliameut aud the army greatly 
strengthened the King's interest; and in tho spring and summer of 
this year, 1()48, risings of the people in his favor took place in 
dift'erent parts of the country; and it was also kiunvii that the Scots 
were preparing to assist. The first rising in any forc<% took place 
ill Wales, where Colonel Poyer, and other Iloyalist oflicers, seized 
the Castles of Peinhrokc, Tenby, and Chepstow; and incieased 
their forces so much, that it was thought neccssarv to send C!roni- 
well himself, with a large body of troops, to reduce them. This 
service he [lerfornicd with his accustomed gallantry and success ; 
and immediately afterwards, marcinng to the north, he entirely 
defeated the Duke of Hamilton, and Sir Marinadnke Langdale, 
in two batl](^; the first fought at Preston, in Lancashire; and the 
last near Warrington. In lliese actions, he killed, and made pri- 
soners, a much greater uumlnr than his whoh‘ Idrce, which con- 
sisted only of about 8600 men, whilst that ot the S«“ols and Roy- 
alists amounted to 1 ,000. 'Fhen pmsning hi^ route, he en1(‘re(I 
Scotland itself; and Iiaving, by his cautious poli< v, and good con- 
duct, overcome all o))})osilion, lie returned in haste to the Metro- 
polis, where his presence was much wanted by his Iricnds. 

At this time the Army and the Parliament were at ilirect va- 
riance. After Cromweirs departure for Waits, the Presbyterian 
iiilerost had again obtained the predominanet' ; and rej>ealing tiie 
vote of ‘no addresses/ liatl come to the resolulion ot trtafing per- 
sonally with the King. Even a charge of High Treason had been 

picferred 
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preferred in the House of Commons against Cromwell himself; 
and though not entered into, the proceedings were sufficient to 
convince Jiiin of his danger, should his enemies finally prevail. 
Whilst ahsoj^, tlieretore, he still laboured to maintain his influence 
by means of Ireton and Fairfax; who, with tiie other oflicers, 
agreed upon a * Rcntoiisln/ncc' to the House of Commons, iu which 
they re(juired that ' the treaty with the King should be broken off; 
that deliiu|uents be no more partially dealt with; tliat the King be 
brought to justice, as the capital cause of all; that Prince Charles, 
and the Duke of York, sliould come in by a certain day, or he de- 
clared traitors; that public justice sliouhl be done upon sojne ca- 
pital causers and actors in the war; that tlie soldiers should be 
paid their arrears; and that the p»-esenf Parliament should be dis- 
solved, after providon had been made for a new one, in which the 
people should he more equally represented/^ 'Fliis lleinonst ranee 
was presented on the 'iOth of November; within a few days after, 
llie army sent Major Creneral Harrison, with a party of horse, to bring 
(he King liom the Isle of Wight; and on learning that tlie Com- 
mons had passed some votes iu full oppodtioij to their wi>hes, they 
marehed to Loudoii, and jdaeing guards in ail the avenues to the 
Pailiviment Hous^*, seized forty-one Memlnns, and refused adinit- 
(ance t<» about KiO olheis. l>y tins pioce.iure, the House wai 
t educed to about IjOpef^ons, nian\ of wljom were oilicers. The 
iollowi'ig <lay (Dei tniibei t!i<‘7th) Croiuv.cii arrived from Scotland, 
and “ lay at \\ liileljall, where, and at otlfcr places, lie declared 
that lu^ had not betui acquainted with tliis design; vet since it was 
doiH‘ lu‘ was glad oi il, aiul would endeavour to maintain it/’f 
I'he proce<?(iingi agaii;st the King were now' urged forward with 
celerity: “Tlie lemaiiiing Members tliat^ sale after \\m Grand 
<Jaiiiiied all the votes which the Presbyterians had made 

either 


Whiicl.icke's Mem. p. Jji). 

t lAidlow’s Mem, p. 105. Du^dale snys, that this exclusion of the 
Members wms cnik’d ^ CobneL Riidc's (Short N/ew, cScc. p. 

that officer having the command of the guard ' that attended at 
fhe Parliament door.' ‘ 
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either in reference to tlje treaty or to their secluded brethren 
and it was soon afterwards moved to proceed caj>ital)y against the 
King; whereupon Oliver Cromwell stood up, and said, that ‘ if 
any man moved this upon design, he should think him the greatest 
in the world; but since Providence and i^ccissifj/ liad cast 
them upon it, he should pray God to bless their councils, though 
he was not provided on the sudden to give them counsel.’ — But 
not long alter he was: for being a great pretender to Enthusiasms 
and Revelations, he told them, that, ‘ as he was })raying for a 
blessing from God on his undertaking to restore the King to his 
pristine Majesty, his tongue so cleaved to the roof of his mouth, 
that he could not speak one word more; whk li he took as a re- 
turn of prayer, and that God had rejected him from being King.”! 
On the following day, December the twenty-eighth, an Ordinance 
was brought in for the trial of the King: and on tlie tirst of Jaiui- 
ary, 16*1 8,-9, it was voted, that, * By the fundamental laws of 
this realm, it is Treason for the King of England, for the time be- 
ing, to levy war against the Parliament and Kingdom.’ On the 
next day, the Ordinance, and the declaratory vote, w^re carried to 
the Lords, who refused to agree to either, and adjourned for tcii 
days: on which the C!onimons determined to proceed without tiieir 
concurrence; and on the fourth of January, they resolved, that ‘ the 
People, underGod, arelheoriginalof all just power; tliat theCom- 
monsof England, assembled in ParliainenI, being chosen by, andre- 
presc 4 ^ling the People, have the supreme authority of this nation; 
and that, whatsoever is enacted and declared lor law , by the Com- 
mons in Parliament, hath the force of law ; and ail the people of 
this nation arc included thereby; although the eousent and con- 
currence of the King and liousc of Peers be not had thereunto.* 
Two days afterwards, the Ordinance for the King’s trial was passed ; 
a special provison being inseited, ‘ in case the King should reluse 
to plead to the charge iigaiiist him.’ 

On the eighth of January, the ‘ High Court of Justice* assem- 
bled in the Painted Chamber; and all the necessary avrangcuionts 

beiiijj; 


^ Dug. Short View, p. Jt-J. 


t Ibid, p, 805. 
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being made,* removed, on the twentieth, to Westminster Hall, 
which had been properly fitted np for the trial. The King, who 
had been removed from Windsor Castle to St. James’s, and thence 
to Sir Roliert Cotton’s house, was now placed at the bar, hut re- 
fusing to acknowledge the legal jurisdiction of the Court during 
that and tlie two following days, the Court adjourned to the 
Painted Chamber, and proceeded to hear witnesses on the charge 
of ‘ traitorously levying war against the people.’ On the twenty- 
seventh the Court re-assumed its sittings in Westminster Hall, and 
the King being again brought iij), was sentenced to ‘ be put to 
death, as a tyrant, traitor, murderer, and public enemy, by the 
severing of his head from his body.* Three days afterwards (Ja- 
nuary the Ihirlieth) this sentence was fully executed, on a scaflbld 
erected iu the street before Whitehall; the King submitting to his 
sad fate, with exemplary and truly Christian fortitude.* His whole 
deportment, indeed, thiriiig this last solemn act of his eventful 
life, was dignified and heroic; and it is not improbable, that, had 
he bent to the ))ressiire be could not controul, and snlfcrcd liis 
trial to jiroceed, b\ acknowledging the authority of the Court, 
the jKijmlar voice would have turned so strongly iu his favor, 
that even Cromwell would have judged it expedient to have pre- 
ser\e(i his life. Once, and only once, he appears to leave waver- 
ed; this was on the morning of passing sentence, when he earnest- 
ly prop<)s<‘(l, that, ‘ in regard lie had something to say for the 
jM ace of the kingdom, and liberty of the subject, be might be 
heard heibre the Lords and Commons in the Painted Chamber.” 
Put his re<|uest, after an ‘ hour’s debate,’ was over-ruled, as lend- 
ing to delay; and tliough liberty was given him to speak in open 
Court, he then declared, ‘ he had nothing more to siy.’ Wel- 
wood says,t that it is probable lie meant to have resigned his 

VoL. Vll. April, 1808 . D d Crown; 

** ‘'At tfiis scene wore many sighs, and weeping eyes; and divers 
strove to dip their handkereluefs io his blood.'* 

Uliiti^lockc'a Mem. p. 370 . 

t Memoirs, p. 10 1*. Ludlow says tliat “ he was informed the King 
meant to prop .se his own resignation, and the admission of his son to 
the 'fhrone, upon such terms as should have been agiecd upon.” 

Mem, p. 108 . 



HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


iOff* 

Crown; which his enemies having some intimation, of, and fear- 
ing it might be accepted, they were the more forward to proceed 
to sentence and execution.”* 

Tlie requisite measures were now taken to settle the government 
in a Commonwealth ; and on the sixth of February it was voted 
by the Commons, that * the House of Peers in Parliament is use- 
less and dangerous, and ouglit to be abolished.' On the foliowung 
day, they resolved, lliat ‘ it hath been found by experience, and 
this House doth declare, that the ofticc of a King in this nation, 
and to have the power thereof in any single jKjrson, is unnecessary, 
burthensome, and dangerous to the liberty, safety, and public in- 
terest of the people, and therefore oiigiit to be abolished ; and that 
an Act be brought in for that purpose/ A Council of State, consist- 


* How greatly the influence of Cromwell was supposed to be deci- 
sive cf the King's fate, may be illustrated by the following particulars, 
given by Noble (rv)m the Flagellum, and other Jjves of the Protector, 
** Colonel John Crontiitll, third son of Sir Oliver Cromwell, of 11 in- 
chinbrook, happening to be in England whilst his Sovereign, Charles 
the First, was a prisoner to the Parliament's army, and hearing his rela- 
tion Oliver (afterwards Lord Protector) say, ‘ I think the King the 
most injured Prince in the world ; but placing his hand upon his 

sword, * shall right him he supposed that his zeal was real, and there- 
fore expressed himself satisfied that it was impossible for him to gtj those 
lengths which many others wished to do : for these reasons, when the 
unfortunate, misguided Monarch was condemned to die, and the Princes 
of Wales and Orange, taking vast pains lo save him, or at least to stay 
the execution, sent over such relations of ihc leading men in tlie army, 
as they thought could influence them, they applied to him, and he ve- 
ry readily undertook the. task, with the greatest expectation of succeed- 
ing in so desirable a business. Wherefore, taking credential letters 
from the States of Holland, with letters with the King’s and Prince of 
Wales’s own signet, and confirmed by the States, offering Oliver his 
own terms, in case he would prevent the fatal sentence from being car- 
ried into execution, he hastened to England. 

''He found his cousin Oliver, the Lieutenant General, at home; 
but it was with difficulty he gained admittance, as he kept his chamber, 
and ordered himself to be denied. Upon his introduction to Oliver, 
after the usual compliments between relations, he becan to mention 

' the* 
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ing of forty persons, of whom Cromwell was one, was soon afterwards 
appointed to administer the laws; and it was ordered that all writs, 
w'hich formerly run in the King’s name, should henceforth be issued 
in the names of ‘ the Keepers of the Liberty of England/ To 
these resolutions validity was subsequently given by specific Acts; 
and it was made * High Treason for any Person to endeavour to 
promote Charles Stuart to be King of England, or any other sin- 
gle Person to be Cliief Governor thereof/ Among other things 
also constituted High Treason, was for ‘any Soldier to contrive the 
death of their General, or Lieutenant General ; or endeavour to 
raise mutinies in the army :* this is thought to have been done the 
more eflectiially to ensure tlie safety of Oliver. 

Notwithstanding these laws, Prince Charles was proclaimed 
King both in Scotland and in Ireland: in the latter country, in- 

D d 2 deed, 

* the horrid crime intended to be committed ; and, after a very free 
harrangue upon its atrocity, the indelible stain it would be to the nation, 
^nd in what a light it was beheld upon the Continent ; adding, that, 
of all men living, he thought he would never have any hand in it, who, 
n his hearing, had protested so much to the King / Oliver replied, 

' it was not him, but the army ; and though he did once say some such 
vords, yet now times were altered, and Providence seemed to order 
hings otherwise / adding, that ‘ he had prayed and fasted for the King, 
lut no return that way was yet made to him.* Upon which the Colo- 
lel stepped back a little, and hastily sliut the door, which made Oliver 
oppose he was going to be assassinated; but the oilier taking out his 
apers, said to him, ‘ Cousin, this is no time to trifle with words : See 
ere ! it is now in your own power not only to make yourself, but your 
rniily, relations, and posterity, happy and hory>rable for ever ; other- 
use, as they have changed their name I)efore from W illiams to Crom- 
well, so now they niust be forced to change it again ; for this fact will 
ring such an ignominy upon the whole genc’-aiiun of them, as no time 
ill be able to ell'ace.’ After a pause, Oliver said, ‘ Cousin, 1 desire 
will give me till night to cons'der of it ; but do v )u go to your owa 
n, and not to bed, till you licar from me.’ The Colonel retired ; 
id at one o'clock in the morning, he received a message, informing 
lU, that * he might go to rest, and expect no other answer to carry 
the Prince, for the Council of Ofheers had<.been seeking God, as he 
d also done, and it was resolved by them all, that the King must diel’’ 

J^oblc's Crom. J'ol, L p. 50—6* 
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deed, the Parliament’s authority had never been sjenerally acknow* 
ledged, and Londonderry and Dublin were now the only places that 
held out for them, Dublin itself was closely besieged by the Marquis 
of Ormond, and in considerable danger; but the unsettled state 
of affairs at home, had hitherto prevented the sending of reinforce- 
ments. At lengtii, tlie necessity becoming imminent, it was de- 
termined by lot,"^ what particular regiments should be employed; 
stud the command was given to Cromwell, who professed that 
‘ the difliciilty which appeared in the expedition, was his chief mo- 
tive for engaging in it; and that he hardly e\})ected to prevail over 
the rebels, but only to preserve to the Commonwealth some foot- 
ing in that kingdom.’ Ilis commission, which passed the Great 
Seal on the twenty-second of .Iniie, gave him ^ the command of 
all the forces that should sent into Ireland, and invested hint 
with the oflico of Lord (iovernor of that kingdom for three years, 
witli full powers in all affairs both civil and military.’ 

Cromwell, with his usual energy, immediately prepared every thing 
for his departure, and leaving London in great state on the tenth of 
Juh,f joined the army at Milfor<l Haven, which place had been 
appointed for the general rendezvous. Ilis tirst care was to dis- 
patch three regiments for the relief of Dublin ; and w itli the assist- 
ance of these, the gallant Colonel Jones, who was Governor there, 
entirely routed the besieging army. Soon aflerw^ards Cromwell 
went over in person, and advancing against Tredagh, or Drog- 
heda, took it by assault in a few days, and most of the garrison, 
which consisted of i330() foot, and 300 horse-, were put to tlie 
sword; or, to use! the words of the time, ‘ sacrificed to the manes 

of 


Whitelocke’s Mem. p. 384. 'Fhe kjts were drawn out of a hat 
by a child. 

f ** At his setting out, he was drawn in a coach with six horses, and 
attended by many Members of the Parliament and Council of Stale, 
with the chief of the army ; his life-guard consisting of eighty men, who 
had formerly been commanders, all bravely mounted and accoutered, 
both them and their servants.*’ Rev. of the Life of O. Crom. p. 4 0. 
In the same work is given a very interesting summary of the victories 
of Cromwell in Ireland, &c. p. 41 — 52. 
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of the mass'acred English/ The storming party was at first re- 
pulsed; hut Oliver led on the reserve himself, and bravely luount- 
iiig the breach at their head, overpowered all o))positioiJ. 

Tlie severity exercised at Tredagh led to the immediate surren- 
der of many otiier jilaces; and many more were delivered up after 
a slight resistance, 'Phose that yet lield out, were almost all car- 
ried by assault ; a mode of allack to which Cromwell appears to 
have been particularly partial. One of the last places that was 
thus taken was ClonmeH, which was defended by the famous 
O’Neal, w ith a garrison of 2000 loot and 120 horse. During the 
siege, the noted Bishop of Boss, ‘ who was advancing to relieve the 
town, was ilelealed liy the Lord Brogliill; and afterwards hanged 
before, the walls of one of his own Cattles, in retahatioii of his 
cruelties, it being his common exple^^ion, that “ there was no 
way of curing the Eiigli>ji hut by hanging them/’* The storming 
of Cloniiull lasted tour hours, and was snjiposed to he the hottest 
ever known of so long a contiimance.t But very tew places were 
now unrediiced; and Cromwell liaving been sent for by the Par- 
liament, constituted Iretoii Lonl Deputy, and returned to London, 
where he was received with every demonstration of joy, and had 
the thanks of the House for his great and lailhful services. His 
continuance in Ireland was only nine moiitlis, in whicli time, as 
lias been justly observed, ‘he performed more than any Sovereign 
of England had been able to do in a much greater number of 
years/ 

Tlie prejiaratioiis making by the Scots to invade this country’, 
was the cause ol Oliver’s being recalled troni Ireland: the magni- 
tude of the danger was thought to demand aw otlicer of liis expe- 
rience; and within a month after Ins return* on the retusal of the 
Loid-Oeneral Fairfax to march with the army into Scotland, he 
was appointed ‘ Cajitain Oeneral in Chief of all the forces raised, 
and to be raised, by authority of Parliament, witliin the Conimou • 
wealth of England.' This appointment was made on the twenty- 
sixth of June, 1060; the Lord Fairtax having laid down his com- 
mission on the preceding day, tinougli ‘ scruples of conscience,’ 

D d 3 ** the 

^ Whittlocke's Mem. p. 410. f Ibid. p. 441, 
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the design of carrying the war into Scotland before tlic Scots had 
more openly avowed their intentions, not seeming to him to be 
lawful."^ On the twenty-ninth, Cromwell commenced his march 
northwards; and about four weeks afterwards, he entered Scot- 
land, where Charles the Second, wdio had taken the Covenant, 
and ^ given satisfaction to the Scots in all tilings they desired of 
him,' was then busily engaged in raising forces to invade England. 

Cromwell began his measures by enforcing the most strict dis- 
cipline in his own army; it having been intUislriously reported 
among the Scots, that ‘ the English intended to cut the throats of 
all betw'een sixty and sixteen years of age; cut ofi’ the right hands 
of the youths under sixteen, and above six years old ; burn the 
women’s breasts with hot irons, and destroy all before them/t 
He also ordered proclamation to be made, ‘ that none, on pain of 
death, should offer violence to the persons or effects of any in 
Scotland, not found in arms; or straggle half a mile from their 
quarters, without special license.' This prudent conduct proved 
of great service; lor so strong an impression had been made of 
the expected cruelties, that scarcely a Scotchman was to be seen 
under sixty years of age, and but very few women and eliildrin: 

ill 


“ The Council of State,'" says Whitclocke, ** somewhat troubled 
at his Excellency’s scruples, appointed Cromwell, Lambert, Harrison, 
St. John, and Whiteloike, a Committee to confer hereupon with Fair- 
fax, and to endeavour to satisfy him of the justice and lawfulness of 
this undertaking. "J he Committee met with the Lieutenant General 
Fairfax; and being shut up together in a room in Whitehall, they went 
first to prayer, that God would direct them in this business ; and Crom- 
well begun, and most of the Committee prayed, after which they dis- 
coursed to this elfect.” — V\ hiielocke then gives the particulars of the 
conference, and adds, that “ none of the Committee were so earnest 
to persuade the General to continue his commission, as Cromwell and 
the soldiers ; yet there was cause enough to believe that they did not 
over much desire it.” Mttnorials, p, 4 14 — 4-4 o*. 


t Ibid. p. 451- 
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ill their whole ‘ inarch from Berwick to Edinburgh, the aniiy did 
not meet witli ten mcn/''^ 

Tlie Scottish forces were commanded by Lieutenant General 
Lesley, but under the direction of a Committee of Stales. This 
wary officer stood on tlie defensive: and Cromwell being unable 
to provoke him to leave his entrenchments, and in great distress 
for provisions, Mo refresh his wearied soldiers, who bad had 
nothing but bread and water for six days before,* drew off towards 
Muscleborougli. On his retreat, bis rear guard was attacked twice, 
but the Scots were both times repulsed, with considerable loss. 
Having obtained supplies at Dunbar, he again advauceii ; yet all 
his clforts were iuad<‘(|uate to induce the cautious l^^siev to figlit, 
unless under great and evident advantages ;t and the entire month 
of August was spent in truitless stratagems to bring him to action. 
Hard <Iuty, scanty tare, and the rigour of the weather, had now 
rendered the English armv very sickly, and Cromwell w'as again 
compelled to fall hack to Dunbar, in search of fresh supplies. His 
retreat was harrassed hy the Scots, who followed liim with their 
whole force, wliicli, according to their own statement, consisted 
of ‘27,000 horse and foot, (other accounts say 00,000,) wliilst the 
Englisli scarcely amounted to I‘J,000: the\ had also seemed the 
strong pass of C’oberspatli, which prevented Cromwell from re- 
ceiving anv aid Irom Berwick, so that his situation bi came more 
perilous every houi4 bi these distressful circumstances, Oliver 

D d 4 * performed 

^ dhis cdcct, however, was partly produced bv an order of the 
Slates of Scotland, who declared, that ‘all who did nwt remove should 
have tiicir goc^ds sequestered, and be declared enemies.* 

f 4'he enemy, says \\ hitt loc!;e, “kept close between Mdenhurgh 
^nd J.eiih, having a trench before them, and a river behind liiem, and 
1 strong Castle on the one hand, and a strong garrison town on the 
)ther hand; and it was impossible to fall upon them without the appa- 
ent hazard of the whole army.*’ Altm. p. -tjl, 

J Before the battle, “ the English were in a sad posture; very many 
)f their men sick, and wanting provisions; the enemy having made up 
he passes before them ; the whole Scots arjiiy on the right hand, and 
lie sea on the left, and tlie whole nation of Scotland behind them.** 

Jf hiiclockc's Mcj/i. p, 45G» 
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performed every duty of a great (icncral; and calling a council of 
war, determined, after some debate, to attack the Scots on the 
following morning, although ‘ they hovered upon the adjacent 
hills like a thick cloud, menacing nothing but ruin and destruction/ 
The enemy had come to a similar resolution in regard to the 
English, but much against the wish of Lesley, and other officers, 
who, fully conscious of the advantages the\ Iiad obtained by delay, 
would still have procrastinated the attack, till their vast superiority 
had become even yet more decided: some of them, iiulecd, as if 
under a presentiment of what might arise from tlie efforts of des- 
peration, advised ‘ to make rather a bridge of gold lor the English 
to pass home/* The (’ommittee of Staler, however, and the 
Ministers in the Scottish army, were too sanguine of victory to de- 
lay the conflict; and believing that the ‘army of the Sectaries,' as 
they insultingly called the English, would be an easy conquest, 
they urged to battle. 

On the morning of the third of September, about an hour be- 
fore day-break, Cromwell put bis troops in motiomf Tbe preced- 
ing night had been dieadfnlly tempestuous and wet, and the ‘Lord 
General took more than ordinary care of hiinsell and his army : 
he refreshed his men in the town, ami paid especial attention to 
securing bis match-locks against the weather, whilst his enemies 
neglected theirs,’ During the night, the Scots advanced ; but be- 
fore they could be put in complete order, Cromwell had engaged 
the horse of their right wing, and, after a short hut sex ere strug- 
gle, made lliciii retire upon their own foot. This threw them 

into 


^ ^\'hiteIocke's Mem. p. 455. 

f before this, as appears from Bishop Burnet, Cromwel! had assem- 
bled his officers to ' seek the Lord/ as they termed it, ‘in prayer:’ 
after which, he ‘ bade all about him take heart, for God had ceriainly 
heard them, and would appear for them.’ After prayer, “ they walk- 
ed in the Earl af Roxburgh’s gardens, tiiat lay under the hill, and by 
perspective glasses they discerned a great motion in the Scuitish camp; 
upon which, Cnmiwell said, * God is delivering them into our hands^ 
they arc coming down to us.” //ii'i. FoL L p, 54. 
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into confusion, and Oliver profited by it, so as to render the ac- 
tion "encral with their whole van, wiiieh, after an horn’s sharp 
jfighling, was forced to retreat np the hill from whence they iiad 
descended in full confidence of victory. Tlieir rear, pressed on 
l)\ the routed body, was s'. nick with panic, and immediately fled 
with such “ precipitation and disorder, that few of them ventured 
to look behind them till they arriveil at Edinburgh.’’^' Upwards 
of 4000 Scots were killed, and more than 10,000 made pri- 
soners, with 110 Chief Olfuers, among whom were many persons 
of distinction and eminence : all the artillery, ammunition, and 
baggage, was also taken, together with 200 colours : the loss on 
the part of the English hardly amounted to 000 men. Soon after 
the battle, Cromwell sent Colonel Lambert to secure Edinburgh 
and Leith, of hotli which he look possession on the same day. 
Tile Castle of Edinburgii, whicli, in the language of the times, 

‘ gloried in its virginity,' it having never y . t been taken, still re- 
nuiined in the hands of the Scots; hut Cromwell, after a three 
months aiege, had tlie honor of reducing it. Tiiis appeared so 
extraordinary, from the almost im})regndl>le situation of the for- 
tress, that many afiirnied Oliver ‘ look it only by silver bullets 
a report which does not seem to liavc had the least origin in 
truth. 

Cromwell’s military labours were not yet at an end. The Scots 
began to Ibrm a new* army in the neiglihomhood of Stirling and 
Aberdeen; and on the first of Jamiary, ibol, they solemnly 
crowned the King at Scone; a ceremony that had hitherto been 
delated, that he might luue suflicient time ‘ to hiimhli* himself 
for his father’s siiis, and his own Iraiisgressjons.’ In order to raise 
a }K)W'erful army, all persons were now ^ndiscriminaleiy admitted, 
and great immhers flocked, in consequence, to the King’s stan- 
dard. 

Cromwell lost no time in preparing for the coming storm ;t and 
as soon as the weather seemed suflicicnlly open, lie began his 

march 


^ laidlow’s Mem. p. 127. 


t In the beginning orFebiiiarv, Cromwell ordered an attempt to be 
made on lJume Casile, and Colonel EcnVviek summoned it in ins name. 

^J'he 
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march northwards towards the King's head quarters; l>ut, l)y * rea- 
son of the extreain snow and storms, was obliged to return to 
Edinburgh/ Immediately afterwards he fell sick, and continued 
indisposed, and sometimes dangerously ill, during the tour ensuing 
months ; his sickness terminating in an ague. The goodness of 
his constitution, and the advice of two eminent pliysicians, whom 
the Parliament had sent to him from London, at length restored 
him to iiealth, and he again took the tield. Tiie Scots had by 
this time assembled an army of from iH),000 to 30,000 men : 
this large body was commanded by the King in person ; under 
liim Duke Hamilton was made Lieutenant General ; David Lesley, 
Major General; Middleton, Major General of Horse; and 
Massey, General of the English. Cromwell exerted himself to 
bring the Royalists to action; but they either eluded his ctforls, 
or entrenched themselves so strongly, that he could not risk an at- 
tack without evident destruction. He next attem))ted to cut off 
their supplies from Fife ; and so alarmed them by the suecesses of 
his detachments, that they quitted their fbrtilied camp at 'J’orwood 
in such haste as to abandon their sick, and leave behind them a 
large quantity of military stores. Retreating to Stirling Park, 
they occupied another position of great stiength, and Cromwell 
still found all his endeavours to force them to give battle ineffec- 
tual. He thereibre resolved to carry on the war in Fife ; and 
crossing the Forth with the greatest part of his army, compelled 
St. Johns Town to surrender in one day, though the Lord Duffus 

had 

*l'he Governor replied, that * he knew not Cromwell ; and for his 
Castle, it was built upon a pek : soon afterwards he sent a letter with 
^these words. 

I William of the Wastle 

Am now in my Castle, 

And awe the dogs in ilje town 

Shand garre me gang down. 

Within a few days, however, a breach being made in the walls, and 
every thing ready for a storm, he beat a parley, and surrendered upon 
promise of quarter for life, the Colonel refusing to accede to any other 
terms. IVliitdockc's Mcm.p. 464. 
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bad entered it but llie day before witli 1300 men. This success 
threw the King into much perplexity, as he could no longer draw 
tupplics from the Highlands ; and he at length took the desperate 
resolution of advancing into England, conceiving strong iiopes that 
his friends would Join him in suflicient force to secure him from 
all danger, in the event of CromweH’s overtaking him, which be 
knew could not be done for several days, as he had considerably 
the start of that General. He accordingly entered England on 
the sixth of August, by the way of Carlisle, and marched to- 
wards Cheshire and Lancashire, from which counties he expected 
considerahle aid. 

This sudden irruption greatly alarmed the Parliament, who or- 
dered out most of the militia, and directed new levies to be 
raised : they also declared it High Treason for ‘ any person to 
hold correspondence with Charles Stuart, or any of liis party; or 
to give them any encouragement or assistance.' Cromwell himself 
was not without his share of alarm ; though he assured the Par- 
liament hy Idler, that ‘ he would overtake tJje enemy, and give 
a good account of them, before they came near London.' He 
therefore disjvatched Major General Lambert, with a body of 800 
horse, to impede the King s march ; and leaving Lieutenant Ciene- 
ral JNlonk with a strong party to command in Scotland, hastened 
into England with the remainder of his army. Lambert was 
bravely seconded by iMaJor General Harrison, w lio had collected 
about 4000 horse ai:d foot, and was of great service in barrassing 
the King's line, and preventing the Junction of small parties. The 
passage of Wanington Biidge, in Cheshire, was sharply contested 
with the King by these officers, whose •Ibices were hourly in- 
creased hy delachinents of militia ; hut he at length carried it, 
and proceeded with great ex))e<iition to \\oicester, where he de- 
termined to await the coining of the foe. In the mean time, the 
brave Earl of Dei by, wiio was ilie. only person tliat made any 
considerable elibrt to support the King, was lolally defeated at 
Wigan, in Lancashire, hy Colonel Lilbnni ; and the Earl himself, 
with only thirty horse out of 1300, did not get to Worcester 
without great ditliculty. 


About 
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About the end of August Cromwell arrived in the heighbour- 
lioocl of Worcester ; and having united Ids forces to lliose ot 
I'ieetwood, Desboiougli, Lambert, and Harrison, imuieiliately 
began to make pre parations for attat king the King, whose horse 
were cncampeil between Worcester and the Malvern Hills, and his 
foot quartered within the city, which had been strengthened by 
new works. After several tierce skirmishes, in wliieli Lambert 
and Fleetwood, displayed the greatest hraveiy and good conduct, 
the Scots were driven iVom mo^t of iheir ont-posts into Worcester 
itself. Tlic decisive battle was fought on the third of Septenil>er. 
Fleetwood liad been tiist engaged ; aiul Cromwell sent a detacli- 
nient across tlic Severn to support him, by the assistance ol which 
he compelled the Scots to give grousul. Whilst this was acting, 
the Royalists made an unexpeeU (I atui gallant attack on Cromwell 
and Lambert’s own quarters; and, at hrst, with such success, 
that the Cjeneral’s lit’e guard was obliged to fall back ; and even 
bis cannon weic, for a lime, in the possession of the King’s party. 
Alter a hard struggle, however, Cromwell became victorious; the 
Scots were completely rouUd ; and tlieir loot lalling baik upon 
the city, were so closely pursued, that very lew escaped being 
cither slaughtered, or made prisoners.'*' The King himself was 
forced to fly : witli great diflieulty he made liis way through St. 
Martin’s (Lite, aceompaniccl by about sixtv noblemen and genllo- 
nien, from whom he was compelled to separate the next <lay ; 
and, after assuming various di>gnises, bei oming literallv, a fugi- 
tive and a wanderer during live weeks, lie tliought himself highly 

fortunate 

** As soon as the Lord General had f reed his way liirough Sudbury 
gate, whilst his party was slaying all they met with, he with some re- 
giments ran up to the Fort-Koyal, commanded by Colonel Urunimond ; 
and being just about to storm, he first ventured, through wlude showers 
of shot, to oHer the Scots quarter, if they would presently sul)mit, and 
deliver up the Fort ; which they refusing, he soon reduced it by force, 
and without mercy put them all to the sw'ord, to the number of 1500 
men. In the mean time, very considerable parties were sent after the 
flying enemy, and the country every where rose upon them.” Rci\ oj 
$he L^'c qjl 0. Croin, p, 70. 



HUNTINGDONSHIRE;. 


417 * 


fottiUiate 111 being able to escajie to France from the coast of 
Sussex. 

In the letters sent by Cromwell to the Parliament, he says, 

This battle was fongiit with various success for some hours, but 
still hopeful on your part, ainl in the einl became an absolute 
victory, and as full a one, as proved a total dt‘feaT and ruin of tlie 
enemies army, and possession of the town ; our men entering at 
the enemies heels, and fighting with llicm in the streets witli very 
great courage, took all their baggage and artillery. What Iho 
slain are, 1 can give yon no account, because we have not taken 
an eAa( t view : but lliey are very many, and must needs be so, 
because the dispute was long, a id very near at hand, and often 
at push of jiike, and from one defence to another. Their army 
\\as about l(),On() strong, and fougiit ours on Worcester side Sc- 
\trne, almost with their whole; vihil.'it we liad engaged half our 
army on the other side, though witii partie s of theirs. Indeed, 
it wa> a stitF business, yet I do not think we have lost ‘JOO men.* 
In llu' same letter, Oliver emplo>ed a most remarkable sentence; 
which, I hough it has Ixen much commented on, was probably 
never intended by (he writer to have any coveri allusion. The 
<]imen>ions of this mercy,” he continues, ‘‘ are above my thoughts; 
it is <V)r aught I know , a eiY/uoz/irg //<< rev/' These words liave 
been suj)j>oM’d to indicate, that liis .'-ecrei aspiring to the throne 
was of long conlinuanct! ; and Ludlow e\[>ie'5sl\ lemarks, that, 
“ after tins a( lion, lie t')(»k upon iiim a more slalelv behaviour, 
and chose new Iriiiids.'^ In another part of his Memoirs, he 
fays, tliat Cromwell’s pernicious intentions did not discover 
tlaansehes oj)t iily till after the battle of MOrecster, wliich, in 
OIK* of his lett<‘rs to Parliament, he called ‘ tin* Crowning Vic- 
tory.’ At the same time, when lie dismissed the militia, who had 
most readily offered ihemsebes to ser\e the Coinnionweallh 
against the Scots, he <lid it with anger or coiiiempl, which was all 
the acknowledgment they <<>uld obtain irom him tor their service 
and alVe« tion to the jmhlie cause. In a word, so much was he 
«k‘vated with that success, that Mr. Hugh Peters, as he since 

told 


Memoirs, p. lit. 
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told mr, took so imich notice of it, as to say, in consefiuence, (o 
a friend upon the road, as lie returned from Worcester, that 
‘ Cromwell would make himself King.”'^ 

The Parliament’s army consisted of upwards of 30,000 men ; a 
force which enabled them to send large bodies in every direction 
after the routed troops, so that very few of the entire Scottish 
array could elude the pursuit ; more than 10,6*00 were made pri- 
soners, among w'hom were Duke Hamilton ; the Earls of Digby, 
Lauderdale, Rothes, Carnvvortli, Kelly, and Cleveland ; the (Ge- 
nerals Lesley and Massey, and upwards of 6*00 other officers ; 
the Kings standard was also taken, and J38 colours. 

Cromwell having given this deadly blow to all the King’s 
party, staid no longer at Worcester, than to see the walls of it 
levelled with the ground, and the dikes tilled with earth, thereby 
to curb the disaffection of the iiihabitiuits. This done, he inarched 
up in a triumphant manner to London. Beyond Aylesbury be 
was met by four Conimissioiiers from the Parliament, who had 
been purposely sent to pay liiin all the marks of ht>nor and es- 
teem. Wlieii lie came to Acton, he was solemnly met by the 
Speaker, and the rest of the Members, and the Council of State ^ 
and soon after by the Lord MuNor, Aldermen and Sheriffs, and 
many persons of quality, ivitli the militia, and multitudes of peo- 
ple, who welcomed him with loud shouts and acclamations, and 
several vollics of great and small shot. Wliiteloeke says, he car- 
ried himself with great affability, and seeming humility ; and in 
all his discourses about tiie business of Worcester, wouhl .st’hlom 
mention any thing of himself, but the gallantry of the officers 
and soldiers, and ga\« all the glory of the action unto (God/’f 
On the sixteenth of September he took his seat, and received the 
thanks of the House for his eminent services : on the same day 
lie, and his principal officers, were feasted in the City with all pos- 
sible inagnilicence. Shortly afterwards, the Anni\crsary of the 
day of the battle was ordered to be solemnly kept for ever 

throughout 


^ Memoir , p. 170. 

f Pev, of the L fj of O. Cdit. p. 81 — 3. 
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tl!roii"liout*tIie three kiii^tloms, and an annual pension of 400(>l. 
in addition to 2.5001. a-year formerly granted, was voted to him 
by the Parliament. 

The extended periofl to which the House had continued its 
meetings, began now to be very generally complained of by the 
people ; and it was at length voted, tliat ‘ it was convenient to de- 
clare a certain time for the continuance of this Parliament, beyond 
which it should not sit ami two days afterwards it was resolved, 
that ‘ that time shall be the third day of November, l().54-.'t This 
protracted day, however, gave little satisfaction ; and Cromwell, 
early in the following month, (December, 1 6.5 1,) invited the prin- 
cipal Members of Parliament, and chief otticers of the army, to 
hold a meeting at the Speaker’s house, that, ‘ as tlie old King was 
dead, and his son defeated,’ ‘ they might together consider and 
advise of ^\lIal was neressarv to be done to come to a Settlement 
of the Nution.'l In the coiiterence, Oliver slated, that the ‘ right 
point’ to be considered a as, ‘ whether a Republic, or a mixt Mo- 
narchical (loverninenf, will be best to be settled ; and if any thing 
Monarchical, then in whom that power shall be placed ?’ After 
a long debate, in which Oomwell disj)layed much address, and 
declared his own opinion to be ti)r ' a settlement, with somewhat 
ot monarchical power in it,’ the company |)arted, says White- 
locke,§ without coming to an\ result at all ; and Crojiiwell dis- 
covered 

'I'he fo'ces wli’cli Cromvvf!! had in Scnil.-nd under iveutenant 
C^fneral Monk, were very surcr^sful, and in a ^hort time the whole of 
that kingdom was reduced tn the olx d’cnce of the Kngiish Pariiamenr. 
Ireland also, by the inderatigahie exertions of iiL*ton, (who died of the 
plague in Novein!)er, 1 (.{;> 1 ,) and after watus vf Imdiow and Pleetwood, 
w'as completely brought under Mil'ieciion ; ilitugh not nil nudiitudes of 
cs inhal)iiants hr.d heem put to the sword, and many thousands more 
transported to distant c.<uniries. 'j'he Isles ol Jersey and Man, with the 
n )re distant ones of Orkney, Shetl.md, and liiibadoos. a No submitted 
ilie Commonwealth, wiiose auiliomy was thus established through 
ihc whole of the British dominions. ^ 

}• \MiiieIockc, p. 'lS!),-4yo. 

§ Ibid- p. 4QJ. 


I Ibid. p. ‘11)1 . 
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covered by this meeting, the inclinations of the persons’that spakc^ 
for which he fished, and made use of wlmt he then discerned.’' 
It appears from tlie same author, that the ‘ soldiers were geiierally 
for a pure republic, the lawxers for a inivt monarchy, and many 
for the Duke of Glocestcr to be made King.’" 

There can be no doubt but that Cromwell had now conceived 
the idea of attaining the Sovereignty; though the issue ot this 
conference convinced him that the time was not yet arri\cd in 
which lie could disclose his views with safety, Ludlow intimates, 
that the ‘ Act of General Pardon and Amnesty/ which passed on 
the first of March, lOov?, was chiefly carried through liis jrarlicu- 
lar importimilics, that so he might fortify himself, by the addi- 
tion of new friends, for the carrying on of his designs.”t Wlie- 
ther this be true or not, it is certain that Oliver was now taking 
every possible step, consistently with his own security, that could 
lead to the Throne ; for tliough tlie whole military )>ow'er was in 
his hands, and the civil administration almost entirely under his 
influence, his ambition ascended yet higher ; and the “ confused 
state oC the Legislature, while it appeared like a body without a 
head, gave bini, at least, a plausible excuse for assuming Unit 
authority to hinl^elf, which was visibly wanling.”| 

In the beginning of November, Cromw ell had a reniarkalde 
conversation with W liitelocke, (at tins time one of the l.ords Coni- 
iiiissioners of the Great Seal,) whom lie had met accidentidly in 
St. James’s Park, and immediately ‘ leipusted to walk aside 
with him, that lliov might have soim* private (list out m* tffgether.* 
Cromwell began tlie conversation by expressing his ( onlidenec in 
the other’s judgment, lideiity, and friend>liij> : then e\prcs>ing hi». 
fears of the dangerous situation of the Stale, IVoin ‘ private jar- 
rings and animosities,’ he adverted to llic inurmmiiigs of the 

army, 

It was probably from tliis circiimsiance that Cromwell aficrwards 
exerted his influence to have the Duke sent out of the kingdom, wl.ali 
was done in a few months afterwards. 

t Memoirs, p. 1 

J Kcv. of the Lif« of O. Crom. p. 14 1>. 
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army, and tb^ir * strange distaste against the Members of Parlia^* 
ment/ and 1 wisli/' he continued, there were not too much 
cause for it ; and really their pride, and ambition, and self>seek- 
iiig, ingrossing, all places of honour and profit to themselves and 
their friends, and their daily breaking forth into new and violent 
parties and factions ; their delays of business, and design to per* 
petuate themselves, and continue the power in their own hands ; 
their meddling in private matters between party and party, con- 
trary to the institution of Farlianients, and tlieir injustice and par- 
tiality ill those matters, and the scandalous lives of some of the 
chief of them ; these things (iny Lord) do give too much ground 
for people to open their mouths against them, and to dislike 
tlieni. Nor can they be kept within tlie bounds of justice, and 
law, or reason, they themselves being the supreme power of the 
Nation, liable to no account to any, nor to be controuled or regu- 
lated by any other power, there being none supi*rior, or co-oriJi- 
iiate with them. So that unless there he some authority and power 
so full, and so high, as to restrain and keep things in better order, 
iUid that may be a check to these exorbitances, it will be impossi- 
ble in human reason to prc%’ent our ruin." 

Wliitclocke, who clearly perceived the tendency of this dis- 
course, and could not contradict the danger of those ‘extravagan- 
cies, and inordinate powers,' though he attempted to palliate them, 
itated, in substance, ‘ that as they all acted by the authority, and 
Linder llic commissions, of Parliament, it would he difiicult to 
)ut a way to apply a restraining curb/ This reply was not suth- 
iently to the point, and Cromwell put the short hut pithy ques- 
ion, ‘What if a man shdild take eton him to be 
xiNc ?’ Whitelocke answered, ‘1 think Uiat remedy would be 
iorse than the disease and, after giving his reasons for this in- 
erence, was earnestly pressed by Cromwell to ‘ propound what 
ther thing’ might obviate the ditlicullies which surrounded them. 
Vhitelocke then suggested the expedient of restoring the King of 
cots (Charles tlie Second) by a private treaty, which should ‘ en- 
ure the spiritual and civil liberties of the subject/ This advice 
-as far from according with Oliver s ideas ; and he ‘ brake off’ 
Vou VU. April, Te* ' the 
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tlie discourse ‘ till a further time/ seeming, ^ by lijs countenance 
and carriage, displeased with wliat had been sakl/'^ 

Cromwell was not to be deterred from his purpose by the diffi- 
culty of its accomplishment : he was now coiivinc^Ml that liis am- 
bitious designs would never obtain tJie conrurreiicc of the leading 
men in the Parliament, and he therefore more stieiiiiously exerted 
himself to bring about a Dissolution. New jealousies were iiitused 
into the arniy,t and spread among the people ; even religion itself 
was made the vehicle tor exciting the popular indignation against 
the Members of the House, who were taxed witli ‘ iniiistice and 
delays of business, and seeking to prolong their jiower, and pro- 
mote their private interest, and to satislie tlieir own amhition.' 
The parties, indeed, were now at issue ; and Cromwell “ had even 
private information, that a conspiracy was forming against him, 
in which were engaged not only several Presbvteiians and Roy- 
alists, but also some considerable Members of the House of tlie 
Independent party : atfairs, therefore, uas in surli a situation, that 
the Parliament was either to be subdued, or himself rniiied/’l In 

this 


^ VVhiiclockc’s Mem. p. 5*J3 — 5C(i. Our author say^, that ** though 
he (Cromwell) never objected it against him in any public meeting af- 
terwards, yet his carriage to I'.im Irom that time was alieied, and his 
advising v\itli him not so frequent and inornate as befoie ; and it was 
net long after, that he found an occasion, by an hoinirablc employment, 
Ipin Embassy lo Sweden,) to send him out of ilic wav, (as some of bis 
nearest relations, particularly his daughter Clevpoole, confessed,) that 
he might be no obstacle or impediment to his ambitious designs.** //;/(/. 
p. 5 Co. 


f One of the officers (Major Streater) declared openly, that * the 
General designed to set up for himself:’ but Major General Harrison, 
who was a religious enthusiast, and, at this time, one of Cromwell’s 
most devoted partizans, said, that ho believed the contrary, and that 
' the General’s aim was only to make way for tlie kingdom of Jesus.'— 
** Unless Jesus comes very suddenly, then,'* replied the other, he 
will come too late.** £cluird*.s IJisi, p. 703, a. 


Eapin’s Hist. Voi. II. p. 5B0. 
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this extremify, a Dissolution was moved for in the House itself by 
some of Cromwells friends ; but it was resolved in the negative, 
an<i a new order made, that ‘ the Speaker should issue out writs 
for filling; the Vacant scats/ It was also voted, that a Committee 
should be appointed to ‘ prepare a Bill to forbid all persons, un- 
der the [)aiii of High Treason, from presenting any petition similar 
to what had been lately brought up from the army / and which 
stated, that * though the Parliament had done great things, yet it 
was a great injury to the rest of the Nation, to be utterly ex- 
cluded from bearing any part in the service of their country, by 
their ingrossing the whole power into their hands ;* and thereupon 
besought them * that they would settle a Council of War for the 
admini>tration of (Jovemment during the interval, and summon a 
new Parliament, and then <lissolve themselves,* which they told 
them * would be the most popular act they could perform/* 

These proceedings of the House so exas|)crated Cromwcirg 
party, ihvit meetings were Iield at his lodgings in Whitehall, for 
the express |)urpose of contii\ing some expedient for a Dissolu- 
tion ; when Oliva r, hy one of those daring acts which nothing 
hut imperiojis necessity can justify, and which, indeed, can never be 
practised but in a state ot high political ferment, put an end to 
tlieir delib<*rations h\ dissolving the l^u•Iialne^t by force. The 
manner in which this was ctfected, will be best conceived by throw- 
ing into one narrative the most important passages of the different 
aceounts given hy W liitelocke. Bate, Dugdale, and Ludlow. 

On the Iwenlielli ol April, l(>o3, whilst Cromwell, ‘ with a few 
Parliament men, and a few officers of the army, ’f was in debate 
at Ins lodgings, “ Cromwell was intbrmed that llie Parliament was 
sitting ; hereupon lie hioke off tlie meeting, •ami the Mt inliers of 
Parliament (that were) with him, left him at his lodgings, and 
went to the House, and tound them in debate of an Act, the 
wliieii would occasion other meetings of them again, and jirolong 

E e 2 * their 


• RapinS Hist. Ibid, from Clarendon, Vul. 111. p. 372. 
f ^\’hitclockc, p. 
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tlioir sitting.'^' Thereuj>ori Colonel Iiigoldsby went back to Crom- 
well, and told him what the House was doing, who was so en- 
raged thereat, (expecting that they should have meddled with no 
other busitiess, but putting a period to tlicir own fitting without 
more delay,) that lie presently commanded some of the othcers to 
fetch a party of soldiers, with whom he marched to the House, 
and led a file of musquetiers in with him ; the rest he placed at 
the door of the House, and in the Lobby before il/’f 

Having ‘ sat down, and beard the debate for some time,’! he 
addressed his s|>eech to the Chief Justice, St. John, telling him, 
that * he was conic to do that which grieved him to the very sou), 
and that he had earnestly, with tears, prayed to Cod against. 
Nay, that he had rather be tom in pieces than do it ; but that 
there was a necessity laid upon him therein, in order to the glory 
of God, and the good of the Nation/ Wliereunto St. John an- 
swered, that ‘ he knew not what lie meant ; but did pray that 
what it was which must be done, might have a happy issue for the 
general good/’§ Then Cromwell, “ calling to Major (iencral 
Harrison, who was on the other side of the House, to come to 
him, he told him, fliat ‘ hejiulged the Parliament ripe for a Dis- 
solution, aud this to be the time of doing it/ The Major Gene- 
ral 

^ Ludlow says, that the House were then passing the Act for their 
own Dissolution. Alcm.p. 173. 

t Whitelocke, p. 52‘J. Bate says, ‘ he ordered ten or twelve sol- 
diers to follow him, and stay for him at the door; he himself, accom- 
panied only by Fleet Wood, entering in,’ p. 161. Dugdale also states, 
that he was accompamed by ' Fleetwood, his great confident.* Short 
View, p, 40:» ; yet these authors must be inaccurate, as Fleetwood wai 
then in Ireland. 

I Ludlow, p. 173. Dugdale says, that he spoke to St. John, ^ with- 
out moving his hat, or going to any seat.’ Short View, p, 405 ; yet 
this cannot be the fact, if what Ludlow states concerning the discourse 
with Harrison be true. 


€ Dug. Short View, p. 405. 
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ral answered, as he since told me, ‘ Sir, the work is very great 
and dangerous, therefore I desire yon serioiisly to consider of it 
before you engage in it/ — ‘ You say well,' replied the General ; 
and therenpo^^ sat still for about a quarter of an hour; and then 
the question for jrassing llie Rill being to be put, lie said again to 
INlajor (iciieral Harrison, ‘ ibis is the time I must do it and sud- 
denly standing up/'* “ turning towards the Speaker, told him,t 
* you liave suHicieiitly imposed upon the [leople, and provided lor 
yourselves and relations ; you have long cheated the country by 
your silting here, under pretext of settling the Commonwealth, 
reforming the laws, and procuring the common good ; whilst, in 
the mean time, \oii have only invaded the wealth of the State, 
screwed yourselves and relations into all places of honor and pro- 
fit, to let (1 your own luxur\ and impiety/'J ‘ Wliich being said, 
lie gave a stamp with his foot,’§ ‘ as a signal for tlie soldiers with- 
out ill *‘1 furious manner, bid ibe Speaker ‘ leave the 

chair/^1 and said to the House," ‘ for shame, get ye gone ; give 
place to hoiicster men, and lliose that will more laithfully dis- 
charge their trust/** He “ told them, lhat ‘ the Lord had done 
with lliein, and had chosen other instruments for the carrving on 
his work that were more woithy/ft 

“ Some of the Members rose up to answe r Croinweir& speech ; 
but lie would suller none to s|H^ak but himself }et “ one had 
the boldness to tell him, ‘ it ill suits your Excelleiicie's Justice, to 
brand ns all promiscuously, and in general, without the proof of 
a ciiine/'§§ I'his was probably “ Sir Peter Weiitwoiili, who stood 
up to answer him, and said, ‘ this was the first lime he ever had 
heard such unbecoming language given to die Parliament ; and 
tliat it was the more horrid in tliat it came from their serNant, and 
E c d * their 


Ludlow, p. J73,-4. t Dugdalc, p. IOj. 

J Bate, p. Itil. § Dugdale, Ibid. j| Bate, ibid. 

^ Whitefock, p. ** Bate, Ibid, 

tt Ludlow, p, 174. \N hitclocke, Ibid, 


§§ Bate, Ibid. 
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their servant whom they had so highly trusted and obliged hut 
ils he was going on, tlic General stept into the midst of the 
House, where, continuing his distracted language, he said, * Come, 
come, I will put an end to yoiir prating; >ou are im Parliament ; 
I say you are no Parliament: I will put an end to >our sitting; 
call them in, call them in/ Whereupon the Serjeant attending 
the Parliament opened the doors, and Lieutenant Colonel Worsley, 
with two files of inusquefiers, entered the House ; wiiirh Sir 
Henry Vane observing from h*. place, said aloud, ‘ This is not 
honest ; yea, it is against morality and coinmon honesty/ Then 
Cromwell fell a railing at him, rr\iiigout with a loud voice, ‘ O Sir 
Henry Vane, Sir Henry ^'ane, the Lord deliver me from Sir 
Henry Vane/’* and ‘taking him in v^rath hy his cloak, said, 
thou art a jnggiing fellow' /f Then ‘ he told Allen, the goldsmith, 
(and Alderman,) that he had enriebt himself l)> cousiMiing the 
State, for which he should be called to accoimt/+ and ‘ in a rage 
committed liim to the cu'^todv of one ol’ the inns({ue(iers.’§ Ho 
next “ connnaiultd tlio^^e of l.i^ guard, who at the signal ol the 
stamp wert entered the door, iniinediately to turn them out of the 
Houh» /’II and as “ tlu v went <;ut of the House, lie pointed at 
Sir Ilarrv Martin, and "J\>m Challoner, and said, ‘ Is it tit that 
such fellows as these shouhl sil to govern? men of viiious lives ; 
the one a i oied whort master, the other a diunkard ?’ Nay, he 
boldly upbraided tlu in all with ‘ selling the Cavaliers estates by 
bundles/ and said, ‘ lliey had kept no taith with ihem/’^ 

“Having luoiight all into this disorder, Major (ieneral Har- 
rison vent to the Speaker as he sat in the cliair, and told him, 
that, ‘ seeing tliings*weie leduced to this pass, it woidd not be con- 
venient lor him to rfmaiii there/ J’he Speaker answered, that 
‘ he would not come down unless he were forced/ ‘ Sir,’ said 
Harrison, ‘ I will lend vou my hand / and thereupon, putting his 
hand within his, the Speaker came down. Then Cromwidl, apply- 
ing himself to the Members of the Ploiise, who were in number 
between eighty and a bundled, said to them, ‘ It is you that have 

forced 


♦ J-udlow, p. 174. 
^ Cud low, ibid. 


f Dugdale, p. 403. 
II Dugdale, ibid. 


J Ibid, 
f Ibid. 
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forced me to.lliis ; for I have sought the Lord night and day, that 
he would rather slay me, than put me upon the doing of this 
work/ Then he hid one of the soldiers to ‘ Take axeay that 
Voors bauble^ the Mace •/ and stayed himself to see all tlie 
Members out*of the House, himself the last of them, and then 
caused the doors of the Ilou>e to be shut u|>/’t 

“ Among all the Parliament men," says Whilelockc, “ of whom 
many wore swords, and would soniclimes brag high, not one man 
offered to draw his sword against Cromwell, or to make the least 
resistance against him ; but all of them tamely departed the 
House — and thus it pleased (iod, that this assembly, famous 
through the world for its undertakings, actions, and successes, 
having subdued all their enemies, were tbemselves overthrown 
and ruined by their servants ; and those whom they Iiad raised, 
now pulled down their masters. An e\ami)le never to be for- 
gotten, ami scarce to be paralleled in any story, by which all 
persons may he instructed how' uiicerlain, and subject to change, 
all w'orldly affairs are; how apt to fall when we think them high- 
est ; how Cfod makes use of strange and unexpected im ans to bring 
bis purposes to pass.’i That the Dissolution, however, was fully ac- 
ceptable to the nation, was (juickly t viuced by the numerous ad- 
dresses that were sent up to (Jromwell trom all parts of the country .§ 
After this extraordiiiary transaction, which till our own times 
reinaiiK<l wiihout a paiallel.|| Cromwell felt that ijis work was still 
incomplete, whibt the Council of Slate was suft’erefl to continue in 
aulhorily. On the same day, therefore, he entered the Council 

E c 4 * Chamber, 

^ Clarendon snys, * he gave the Mace to an*officer to be safely kept/ 

t M hitelotke, p. yJ9, | Ibid. 

§ This is said to have been the origin of the practice of addressing, which 
has siiKc Iteen comnum in evtuy reign. 

II When Bonaparte put an end to the sitting of the Council of Five 
Hundred, he certainly took Cromwell for liis model, and liis purpose 
was the same ; that is, to usurp the Sovereignty of his country. 
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Chamber, and, in despite of the opposition of ‘ honest Bradshaw, 
the President,* brake up the iiieeting/ 

On the twenty-second of April, “ Cromwell, and his Council 
of Officers, set fortli a ‘ Declaration* of the grounds and reasons 
for their dissolving of the late Parliament; and that all civil officers 
do proceed as formerly in the execution of their offices, and all 
persons to give obedience to them.**t 

After considerable deliberation as to what was the best mode 
of ‘ settling the State,* it w'as resolved by Cromwell and liis officers, 
that ‘ select persons should be nominated by themselves out of 
every county, who should be a Reprcsaitcuive of the w hole nation/ 
The writs that were issued, run in Cromwell's own name and 
on the fourth of July, most of the persons summoned met in the 
Council Chamber at Whitehall, where Cromwell “ produced an 

Instrument 

* For more particulars, see the memoir of Bradshaw given in Beauties, 
\ oL IL p. — 7, 

f Whitelocke’s Mem. p. 530, 

J The form of the writ was as follows : ‘ For as much as upon the 

Dissolution of the late Parliament, it became necessary that the peace, 
safety and good government of this Commonwealth, should be provided 
for; and in order thereunto, divers Persons fearing God, and of ap- 
proved hdeliiy and honesty, are by myself, with the advice of my Coun- 
cil of Officers, nominated, to whom the great charge and trust of so 
weighty affairs is to be committed. And having good assurance of your 
love to, and courage for, God ; and the interest of this cause, and of 
the good people of fchis Commonwealth: 1, Oliver Cromwell, 
Captain General, and Commander in Chief, of al! the armies and forces 
raised, and to be raised, within this Commonwealth, do hereby sum- 
mon and require you, being one of the persons nominated, personally 
to appear at the Council Chamber at Whitehall, within the City of 
Westminster, upon the 4th day of July next ensuing the date hereof, 
then and there to take upon you the said trust, unto which you are 
hereby called, and appointed to serve as a Member of the county of 
" And hereof you are not to fail. 

Given under my hand and seal the — day of 


• 1653. 

O, Crommll. 
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Instrument* in writing, under his own hand and seal, whereby he 
did, with the advice of his officers, devolve and entrust the su- 
preme authority and government of the Commonwealth, into the 
hands of tlio persons then met/'* On the next day they assembled 
in the House of Conunons, and voted tlieniselves to be the * Par- 
liament of Rugland/ 

Tlie forination of this assembly seems to hafe [>ecn intended by 
Cromwell only as a preparatory step to his assumption of further 
power. Tlie various interests whicli divided the people, the jea- 
lousies of parties, and tlie very' opposite system that each respec- 
tively maintained, forced him to proceed witli the most deliberate 
caution. Wlrat lie most earnestly desired, he was obliged frequent- 
ly to reprobate; and even in his acceptance of the dignity to which 
he attainc<l, he was amipellcd to conceal his satisfaction under the 
mask of siin])!e actjuicsceiice in a choice of difficulties. With all 
his ambition, however, there is sufficient evidence to demonstrate, 
that he had the national goo<l at heart; he was convinced that the 
rule of a Dictator was better than the tyranny of a multitude; and 
who, in the circunislances under which lie was then obliged to 
act, could he more deserving of the supreme autiiority , or better 
qualified to direct the Councils of the Nation ? 

The Paiiianieiit continued its siftings hut little more than five 
months, when the majority of the Members resigned their dele- 
gated |K)wer into Cromwells liands ; and four days afterwards (De- 
cember the sixteenth) he was chosen ‘ Lord Protector ol tlie Com- 
monwealth of England, Scotland, and Ireland/ The choice was 
made by the ‘ Council of Officers, and other persons of interest in 
the nation;! and in the Instrument of GovrrninentJ tliat was then 
framed, it was declared, that ‘ Paiiiameuts should be called trien- 
nially, and to consist of 4-00 |>ersons, (including thirty for Scot- 
land, and the same number tor Ireland;) that no taxes or levies 
should be im[>osed but with the consent of Parliament; that all 

persons 

* Whitelocke*s Mem. p. 534. f Ibid. p. 55?. 


It would seem from Ludlow and Dugdale, that this Instrument was 
principally drawn up by Cromwell and Major General Lambert. 
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fiersons possessing an estate of the value of 2001. should be eligi- 
ble to elect countv nieinbers; that a general toleration in matters 
of religion should be allowed; that the Protectorship should l>e 
olective, and that the Protector should he chosen by it Council of 
State, to consist of not more than tvventv-oiie, nor less than tliir- 
feeo persoiis, who should assivst the Lord Pr<»l cct or in the exercise 
©t'fhe * Chief Magistracie, and administration of the government.’* 
On tlie siune day Cromwell was soleniulv sworn in the Chancery 
Court, at West minster, to fulfil the above conditions, and to 
govern the three Nations according to llie laws, statutes, and 
ctistoiMs; seeking their peace, and causing jiistice and law to he 
f\|ually administered.” Soon aflerwanls the Protccte>? was invited 
by the Corporation of the City of Lon(lo;i to dine at Crroeers Hall, 
mid the entertainment was conducted with regai splendt>r: on 
this CMTJjsion, Cromwell exercised one of the limctions of a Sove- 
reign, by conferring the honor of kiiightln^oil on the I.ord Mavor, 
In tlie ensuing April, the Prot<*clor and his C'ouncil concluded 
a treaty of IVace with llie Dutch, in wineh the latter were<»hligcd 
to concede to the provisions of the famous Navigation Act, which 
Iiad been passed by the Parliament, and Iras hetii since regardeil 
as the foundation of the naval glory of (ireat Britain, and of her 
dignified pre-eminence in niaritinie affairs. In the same moiilli, 
also, was passed an Ordinance for the I’nion of Scotland with 
England, to which the consent of the Scots had been previously 
obtainert by Deputies fu.m the shires and boroughs, convened at 
Paikeilh, and again at L<linljiirg!;.t 

Cromw ell’s second Parliament assembled on the third of Sej^- 
lenibcr, ifij-l, though on a Sunday, and Oliver opened the ses>ion 
in the Painted Chamber, ^as he considered the anniversarv of that 
day as most fortunate of his life. On the following day, he 
vent in regal state to Westminster Abbey, and heard a sermon, 
accompanied by t|i^ Members; after which he again altcuded ihetu 

in 

♦ Whiielocke's Mem» p. 332 — 538; where il;c In!»trs.;mcnt of (Jovcrri* 
mc-nt is given at large. 

t See a copy of the Ordinance of I’nion in White lotkt’s Mem. p. 570. 
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in tlie Painted Clianiber, and ‘ made a large and subtle speecli 
to them/* in which he took a comprehensive view of tlie internal 
stale of the country, and of its relative situation to other nations, 
and conchujed with recommending tliein to ‘ repair to their own 
House, and ‘make choice of a Speaker/ 

I’iiis was scarcely done, however, when Cromwell found that 
the i'arlianient were not disposed to sticli a thorough compliance 
witli his wishes as he lead probably expected ; for the\ immediately 
began scrupulously to examine the articles of Government, and 
even to debate ‘ whether the supreme legislative power should l>c 
in a single Person and a Parliament, or not/ As this was directly 
striking at the root of his authoril>, he in a few (la>s ordered the 
Mcinliers to re-asseinble in the Painted Chamber, where lie con- 
cluded a short, but forcible speech, by telling them, that they 
must sign ‘ a test, or recognition, of the (government as then 
settled, before they went any more into the House/f Most of 
the IMenibers agreed to this proposal ; but Croinv^eH’s measure* 
were so strongly r4‘[)robated by his former most intimate associate, 
Major (ieiieral Harrison, tliat he felt the necessity of giving orders 
for the Major (ienerals arrest, and he was accordingly secared the 
next day by a party ot horse. Notwitlistanding tJiis severity, all tlie 
articles ot Government, excepting that only to whicli the recogni- 
tion applied, were rigorously scrutinized by the Parliament; and 
so highly was llie Protector displeased with tiieir proceedings, that 
he dissolved them (January tlie twenty-second, 1034,-j) withiu 
five mouths iiom the day of their lirst meeting. lie did tliis by 
a very tedious and intiicate speccIi, in one part of which he advert* 

iQ 


W hiiclocke's Mem. p. 583. 

^ \^*hitclocke*s Mem. p. 587. 'I'he Recognition w’as in the following 
words: ‘ I do here by freely promise and €*ngage myself to be true and 
faithful to ilie Lord Protector, and the Commonwealth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and shall not (according to the tenor of the m- 
denibie whereby J am returned to serve in this Parliament) propose or 
give my consent to alter the Government as it is settled in one Persuq 
and a Parliament.’ 
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to a conspimcy that was then forming by the Royalists; and for 
whkh shortly afterwards, * divers of the King’s parly were a})pre- 
bended, and committed to prison, and enough was proved against 
them. — ^Tliis design the Protector had a jealousy was oountenanced 
by the Parliament, and he affirmed that to have fceen a chief 
motive and cause of his dissolving of theni.’'^ 

This conspiracy, which lias been termed tlie ‘ Cavalier Plot,* 
was generally laid to bring in the King; and the design so far 
took effect, that in several counties, small armed parties began to 
gather into a body/H But the Protector’s measures w'ere too 
prompt to give them even a chance of success ; and his means of 
information too powerful to leave him in ignorance of any part of 
their designs. Ludlow says, ‘ he spared not the purse of the Coiu- 
iDohweallh to procure intelligence/j Many persons were appre- 
hended before they were prepared for resistance, and among them 
Major Jolin Wiklinan, wdio was arrested in his chamber uhilst 
dictating to his man, who sat writing by liim. His papers were 
seized; and that which the man was writing, was sent up to the 
Protector: it was entituled ‘The Declaration of the free and well- 
affected People of England, now in Arms against the Tyrant 
Oliver Cromwell, Esq/ and many who viewed it,*' continues W hite- 
iocke, who has given it at large, “ knew there was too much of 
truth in it; and had not the design been nipt in the bud, it might 
have caused some disturbance to the Protector, and to the peace 
of the new goveniment.”§ The most considerable rising took place 
at Salisbury, where Colonel Penruddock, Captain Grove, and 
some others, seized the Judges, who were then going the western 
circuit, and proclaimed Charles the Second to be King of England. 
They were soon, however, forced to fly before some of Cromweirs 
troops, who overtook and routed them at South-Moltoii, in 
Devon, after a sharp conflict: Penruddock and Grove were after- 
wards beheaded at Exeter. This premature insurrection served 
only to rivet the Protector’s authority, as it funiishcfl him with 

good 


* Whitelocke’s Metn. p. 599. f Ibid. 


{ Memoirs, p. 195. 


§ Whiielocke’s Mem. p. 007, 
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good grounds for increasing his army; and lie soon afterwards 
issued an order of council, directing that ^ AH who had borne arms 
for the King, and declared themselves of bis party, should be 
decimated, cp- pay a tenth of their estates, to support the charge 
of such extraordinary forces as their seditious practices obliged 
them to keep up/* 

As a measures of additional security, the Protector, in the Octo- 
ber following, instituted a new order of Deputies, under the title 
of Major-Cienerals-Civil, vvlio were a sort of Prefects, or Gover- 
nors of Districts, and each of whom had the entire command of 
tlie forces in his division of the kingdom, (as well us a very great 
|x>wer in civil causes,) wliicli was apportioned for the pur|X)sc into 
eleven parts. They were to have tlic inspection of the magistracy 
ill every county, to commit suspected persons, and to put into 
execution wliatever directions they should receive from the Protec- 
tor himself, to whom only could any appeal he made from their 
authority t 

Cromwell continued to direct the councils of the state during 
many inoutlis without tlie controul of a Parliament, but he still 
felt that a u»ore solemn recognition of his power was necessary, 
before he could assume what had now become the primary object 
of Ills desires, the title of King. He therefore summoned a new 

Parliament, 


^ VVhitclocke’s Mem, p. 617, 

^rhe arl)iiiary manner in which they exercised the duties of their 
hiirh officcii, occasioned their suppression by the ensuing Parliament, 
and that on the motion of Claypoole, who hadjmarried Oliver’s second 
daughtec. He stated, ‘ that though it had/ormerly fjeen thought ne- 
cessary, in respect to the condition in which the nation had been, that 
the Major CJenerals shuuld be entrusted with the authority they had 
exercised, yet, in the present state of allairs, he coneCiVed it inconsis- 
tent with the laws of England, and liberties of the people, to continue 
their power any longer.’ “ This nmtion,” says Ludlow, was a clear 
direction to the sycophants of the court, who being fully persuaded that 
Cleypolc had delivered the sense, if not the very words, of Cromwell 
tn tins matter, joined as one man in opposing the Major Generals, and 
so their authority was abrogated.'* Mail, p. 
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Parliament, to meet o»i the seveiiteeiilli ot'Sep<cm!)er, and 

though, according to Ludlow, ““ lie used his utmost endeavours 
to disable and incapacitate such men from being chosen, wliom he 
fiiought most likely to obstruct his designs, yet Vdivers were 
diosoii wlio were known to be no favourers of Ijis usurpation. 
Under colour, therefore, of a clause in the inslruinent of govern- 
niejif, that none should be atlinitted to places of power and trust, 
but such as were men of sincerity and integrity, ’f all the ele( led 
Members were required to sign an engagement in I'avor of the 
Protector's authority, before he would permit them to take their 
seats. Many refused to coinjdy, and were, in eoiisequence, ex- 
cluded from the « oiise: among them were Sir Anthony Haselrii:"e, 
Sir Harhotlle Grimstone, 1’liomas Scott, Esq. and several oliiers 
who had sat in the Long rarliament. 

The excluded Members, to the numher of ninety-<‘iglit, imme- 
diately drew up a very forcible remonstrance and protest against 
CrounveH’s proceedings, de< laring that ‘ all his adviM*rs and assist- 
suits were capital enemies to the Commonwealth;* and that ‘who- 
ever should sit, vote, and act, by the name of the Parliament of 
England, wdiile to their kiu#wledge many ol the choseji Members 
are by force shut out, ought to be reputed, Betrayers of the Lihcr- 
tics of Eiv^land, and adherents to the capita! Era at i( s o f the Corn- 
Tnornvcaltltd Tiiis strong aj>peal, liowcver, produced little other 
eflect than a message to Cioiiiwell and his council, from those who 
Lad taken their seats, inquiring ‘ wherefore the mniplainanls had 
been excluded:* to which the Protector r<‘j)Iie<l, that Gf liu; piT- 
sous complaining would address thenisclves to him, they should 
be relieved, if tlierc wys cause /J 

The lirst acts passed hMCromweirs new Parliament, were for the 
* security of his own person/ and ferr ‘ the renoimcing and disaii- 
nulUiig the prclendcd title of Cfiarles Stnarl/ These were quickly 
followed by a motion from Colonel Jejdison, that ‘Cromwell 
should be made King;* but ‘ matters not being thoroughly con- 
certed/ says Ludlow, ‘ it liad no other effect tlien to sound the 

inclinations 
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iiidinations* of the assemhly.** In a short time, Iiowcvcr, the 
* threat business of a settlement of tlic Natioif being again brought 
forward, a new ‘ form of government* was presented to the House 
by Sir Chrij^oplier Pack, an Alderman, and Member for tlie City 
of l^ndon, “ which, though at present a blank was left for the 
title of a single person, appeared to be a shoe fitted to the foot of 
a Monarch, who with tw'o Houses was to have the supreme legis* 
lative autlioritY.”t Tlie consideration of tiiis new Instrument was 
uiost vehemently contested by tJie otficers of the army, and flie 
tew friends of the Comnioiiwealfh tliat still sat in the Parliament, 
who fell so furiously upon Pack for his great presuniptioM for 
bringing a hu^ill(*ss of that nature into the House in such an ua* 
parliamentary way, that they bore him dowai from t lie Sj>eakers 
cliair to the bar of the House of Commoiis.’'i It was, however, 
afterwards debaicMl, and though strongly opj>osed in its different 
aliiges, was at length carried, ‘ the blank being tilled up with the 
name of King;' and on the fourth of April, lC57, it was present* 
ed to the IVotector, by the Speaker, uii<ler the style of * Tbc 
Ilumlile Petition and Advice of the Parliament, See, to his High- 
ness.* Cromwell was now arrived at the very tlireshobl of tlie ac- 
complishnieut of his every hope; yet his policy led him to hesitate, 
and he desired that ‘ a Committee might be appointed to confer 
with him, and to offer him better knowledge and satisfaction in 
lliis great cause,* A Corniui/ee was accortliugly ordered to attend 
the Protector, and in tlie conference that ensued, they endeavour- 
ed to prevail on him to gratify the desires of the Parliament, chief- 
ly, on the ground of expediency; but Cioimvell, in a long reply, 
ill which sopliisUy and sound reasoning wcip commingled with no 
inroiLsidorable portion of subtle artilice,# affected to contbat their 
ajguments, and declined his acceptance of the protlered dignity, as 
he ‘ was not conviiKred* that it was either ‘ necessary or ex|>cdienl.*§ 

This 

Ludlow's Memoirs, p. f Ibid. ^ Ibid. 

§ The substance of the arguments advani cd by the Committee is thus 
given by Kilpin. ** That the People of England had many d^et 

been 
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This answer boiiig reported to the House, it was resolved that, 
the Committee should again afteiitl the Protector, for the purpose 
of offeriug additional arguments in aid of the measure proposed 
by the Parliament ; but ail further roufereiice was fo;* some days 
*^suspeiuled, througii a plot (discovered hy the vigilancy ot Thur- 
loe, CromwcUs Secretary) of an intended insurrection by Major 

General 

been accustomed to the government of Kings ; that, in changing this 
government, there had necessarily been an abolition of many laws, cus- 
toms, and formalities, and an establishment of others, which would ne- 
ver be endured by the people on account of their novelty ; that, accord- 
ing to the laws of England, there could l>e no security for any act con- 
cerning the government, without the intervention and authority of a 
£ing^ that those concerned in the war, therefore, and the late changes, 
could not be safe, but would remain liable to dangerous iiH|uisiiion5, 
i^reeable to the (ancient) laws of the land ^ that the daily conspiraciei 
against the present goveinment, clearly the pec/ple were in- 

clined to a King, nor would be satislied without one : — in a word, that 
the kingdom would never be in peace till things were brought back to 
their ancient channel. That it was very true, the Royal family (of the 
Stuarts) had been rejected on account of their tyrannies, but this was 
DO objection to the choice of a King of another family ; nor could any 
kingdom be produced, where the like had not happened as well as iii 
England- //ist. \ ol. II. p. oDd. The prevailing tharacier of Crom^ 
well’s reply, may be judged of from the following passage. '1 hat 
the title of King is not necessary, how long soever it may liave been in 
use, or what regard soever may have been paid to it, is plain from the 
very nature of language. Words have not tlieir import from the natural 
power of particular comipinations ol eliaractei ', or from the real cfHcacy 
of certaii/'sounds, but frenx the consent of those that use them, and ar- 
bitrarily annex certain ideas to them, which might have been signified 
with equal propriety by any others. V\ hoever originally distinguished the 
chief Magistrate by the name of King, might have assigned him any other 
denomination, and ihe power of the people can never be lost or impaired. 
Jf that once might have been done, it may be done now ; for surely 
words are of no other value than their significations ; and the name of 
King can have no other than any other word of the same import.^’ 

Jkv. of the Life of 0. Cronh p, 2111. 
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General Hanrison, and many of the Fiflh-Monarphy Men whOk 
had held Ijcveral meetings for the purpQS^« but whose scheme bemg 
now interrupted by the inquiries which Cromwell set on foot, was 
silently rehiiquished till a more favorable season.t 
During th^ examinations into this plot, the Protector endea- 
voured, by ** all possible means, to 4 )revail with the otficers of 
the army to approve his design; and knowing that Lieutenant 
General Fleetnood, and Colonel Dcsborough, were particularly 
averse to it, he invited himself to dine personally with the^Colonelj^ 
.and carried the Lieutenant General with him, where he began to 
droll with them about Monarchy; and speaking slightly of it, said» 
^ it was but a feather in a man's cap> and tberefone 
men would not please {he children^ and permit them to enjoy theie 
rattle/ — But be received from thenif as Colonel Desborough since 
told me, such an answer, as was not at idl suitable to his expecta- 
tions or desires; for they ^assured Um, that there was more iu 
this blatter than im perceived; tliat those who put him upon it, 
were no enemies to Charles Stewart; and th^it ^ be accepted it,^ 
he would infallibly draw ruin pp himself aud friends/ Having 
thus sounded their inclinations,^ th^ be might conclude io the mmi* 
nerliebad begun, he told thein^^ they vmre*a couple of scrupulous 
fellows, aud so departed/’t Still, hotvever,^ he continued' inclii^ 
to am;9^i)|||pe proffered title ; and soon afterwards meeting DosImk 
rough Ija the givat walk of the Paik/ acquainted him with his 
resohitkm* * The Colonel made answer^ that be then * gave the 
cause, and Ciolniweirb familj aho, for lost;' adding, that ‘ though 
he was resolved never act against huiXf yet be, would not act for 
him after tljat tiwe^ § 

This <t||position from bis personal friends and lelu' 

tiotis,,,iimde« the Prdlifstor waver. Though wHliio leach of the 
prise had lo km||» pointed Im ambition, he begun to pexceivt 
1^8. ** Ff^ that 

WldseloclIHkMcm. D. 
i See addmonaipimpppsrs,*^. 44J,*4. 

X Ludlow's Mem. p. § Ibid 
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that tlie danger accompanying its attaiiiinciit cast a gloomy sliadc 
upon its splendour; and he was too wary a politician not to feci 
that even a crouii might be purchased at too much price. At 
length all hesitation tied before the decided, though very unex- 
pected, measure, taken by the chief otilcers of toe army, who, 
by ti e management of Dcsborough and Colonel I’nde, piesentcd 
a petition to the House of Commons, the contents of which, sJtys 
Ludlow, were to this purpose: ‘That they had hazaided their 
lives against iMonarcliy, and were still ready so to do, in defence 
of tlie liberties of the nation; that having observed in some men 
great endeavoiirs to bring the nation again under their old servi- 
tude, by pressing their General to take upon iiim the title and go- 
vernment of a King, in order to dcstro\ him, and weaken the hands 
of those who were faithful to. the public ; they therefore hinnhly 
desired, that tliey would discountenance all such persons and en- 
deavours, and continue sledfast to the old cause, for the preserva- 
tion of wJiicIi, they, for their parts, were most ready to lay down 
their lives/''' It is clitiiciilt, continues Ludlow, “ to determine 
whether the House or Cromwell was more surprised at this unex- 
pected aildrcss, hut ceifainly both were iufinilely disturbed at it;'* 
and Cromwell iminediateiy coming to a decision, sent a message 
to the committee to niret him in the Banqueting House at White- 
hall, where, with great ostentation of his seif-deniai, he refused 
the title of King/’ Thia was on the cichlh of May, the interme- 
diate time having been priiici[)ally sj^mt in fruitless exertions to 
overeonje tlie a\ersioii ot the aum to his assumption of the regal 
dignity.f Bishop 

* Ibid. p. 'Ill’s was sui>5crll>cd by two colont/s, seven 

lieutenant col .’iiels, eight' major >, and sixteen captains, \v!io, with such 
cfTicers of the H -use a» were nl the same opinion, made up a majority 
of those belonging to that part nf the army about the Metropolis. IhiiL 

f Whitclorke says, “ 1 he Pr -lector was satisfied in hispiivaie judg- 
ment, tliat it was nr for him x<* take upon him the Title of Kin^ ; and 
matters were prepared in order thereunto;'^ but afterwards, by solici- 
tation 

^ Thi.; £-ntciice may be expUltifd by a line fiom Welwood,, who says that 

Crown was actiudiy made, and hronghi to Men. p. i if'. 
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Biiiljop Uumet says, that the Lord Broghill, (afterwards Earl 
of Orrery,) who was one of the committee appointed to confet 
with the Protector, told him, that, coming one day to Grom- 
well during those heats, and telling him lie had been in the city 
all that day, ^Cromwell asked him ‘what he had heard there ?» 
The other answered, he * was informed that he (the Protector) was 
in treaty with the King, (Cliarles the Second,) who was to be re- 
stored, and to marry his daughter/ Cromwell expressing no iiw 
dignation at tin's, his Lordship said, ^ in the state to which things 
were liroiight, liC saw no better expedient, as they might bring 
him in on what terms they pleased, and Cromwell might retain 
tlic same authority he tlien had, with less trouble/ Cromwell 
answered, ‘the King can never forgive his fathers blood/ Orrery 
replied, ‘he was only one of many that were coneerned in that, 
but he would he alone in the iinTit of restoring iiim/ Cromwell 
rtyoined, ^ He is so damnably debauched, he would undo us all/ 

Ff2* t ‘ind 

tation of the Commonwealth’s men, and fearing a mutiny and defection 
of great part of the army, in case he should assume that title and office, 
hjs mind changed ; for many of the officers of the army gave out high 
threatenings against him in case he should do it ; he therefore thought 
best to attend some better season and opportunity in thir» business, and 
refused it at this time with great seeming earnestness.'* Mem. p. did, 
'i’he substance of Cromwell’s final answer was aj follows : “ With regard 
to the particular d'lTLE wliich you have so warmly recommended, to 
me, 1 cannot yet prevail upun myself to accept it. W hen 1 consider 
your arguments, I cannot find them inevitably conclusive j and \vhen 1 
examine mv own conscience in solitude, 1 find h yet unsatisfied. 1 he 
desire of I'arliament is, indeed, a powerful motive ; luit t lion's ire of 
Paiiiament cannot alter the nature of things: it may determine me, in 
things indilVerent, to chuse one rather titan another; but it cannc»t mal'.e 
those actions lawful which God has forbidden, nor oblige me to do what, 
though perhaps lawful in itself, is nc.t lawful in my private judgment. 
Upon the calmest i ejection, 1 am convimed, that 1 cannot, without a 
crime, comply with their demand; and theiefore, as I am far from be- 
lieving, that those* who sit for no other end than to preserve the liberty 
of the naiiui, can desiic any infraction of mine, I dtclare that I cannet 
vndcriake the administration of the government under i ho title of KiN'g/* 
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aiid so turned to another discourse without anv emotion, which 
made his Lordship conclude, that he had ollen (houglit of that 
expedient.''* 

On Cromweirs refusal of the regal title being reported to the 
House, it was so contrived and carriofl, that the ‘‘^’Jlinuble Pe*^ 
tition and Advice' should be presented to liitn again, with (he sole 
alteration of the word /v mg into that of iVo/cc/or; ''i and as tlie 
power conferred was rsscutiaily (i»e same, he imiiicdiately gave Ikis 
acquiescence, and was solcnn»ly inaugiuated in Westminster Hall, 
on the twenty-sixtli of the following month. t By the new Instru- 
ment of Govcniuicntj under the above title, wliicli consisted of 

cigliteen 

- Bu niet’ji H’ot. V'oL I. p. 09, f Ludlow’s Morn. p. 

I On the same day tlie following Prorlamaiion was issued )>y 'lJ;s 
Highness and the Parliament. ’ — Whereas the Knights, Citizens, and 
Burgesses of the Parliameniior England, Scotland and Ireland, taking 
into their consideration, the duty ii)rmr>bent upon them to provide for 
the future peace and settlement of the government i/f these Nations, ac- 
cording to the laws and customes of the same, by them humble Petition 
and Advice, have preseiind their desires unto his liiL imess OlJVfcK, 
Lord Protector, tl.af ijc would, by and under the nante and Mile of 
Lord Protector ol tile Common wealth of ICngland, Sc-jiland, and Ire- 
land, and the Dominions and 1 crritorlcs tlieieanto belonging, hold and 
exercise the office of Chief Magistrate of these Nations; whereunto the 
Loiai Protector, upon due and maime C 'nsideratioa ot'ihe said Petition 
and Advice, hath consented; and Ins iligliness, the Lot d iVoteetor, 
and the Parlijment, judging it necessary that publication be made oi 
the Premises, liave thought meet, and do hereby strictly charge ami 
cojnmani?l'; all and every Person and Ptivms, of what quality and con- 
dition soever, in anv of the said three Nations, to take notice ot the Pre- 
mises, and to conform and suijnili themselves unto the government so 
established. And the i^ord Mayor ol the City of London, and all She- 
rilTs, Mayors, Bailltfs, and other publique Ministers and Officers, whom 
this may concern, are rtqulrtd to cause this Proclamation, together 
with the said Pi^'titic^n and Advice, to be funiiwith p^iblishcd in the City 
of J.ondon, and the respective counties, cities, corporations and market 
town^', to ,^Byend th£t none may have cn'ise to pretend ignorance in 
• Given at Westmiiisier the 2b day of June, 16j7. 
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<^T 2 iliteen articles, lie was to ^ iiold and exercise the office of Chief 
Magistrate for iite; to imme his successor; to call a IViiament, 
consis mg of iwo Houses, once in three vears, or oft ener; to pre- 
serve and 3 |uaiUdu the ancient and uudonhteil liberties and privi- 
leges of Parliaiiienl, and never to exclude those chosen by a free 
election; to sec that the Ixws aud statutes of the reahn be observ- 
ed : and no laws made, altered, repealed, or suspended, without 
eoitst^nt of Pariiaiuent ; to have a Privy Council of twenty-one per- 
sons; tea ('nc(*uiage a godiy mintstry Igr the assertion of the true 
rrotcstaiit Christian religion; to adinll a gcuen? tolerance in re- 
hgioii* atiair^to all tljosc who should egree to a public Cooie’^sioii 
oi faith, to be IVanwid liy hlimelf and the Piirlvaineut, according 
to i(ic rule iuid winritnt of ihe Scriptures; and to lahe an oath to 
guveni a< {<u(litig to tfie iaw/’ An ‘ Addilional and ExpLuiatory 
IVtilioii and Ativice' w;‘s aftenvards drawn np, wliiclt, a?nong 
othrr things, prescribed the fortns of the oaths to"be ti^keu by the 
Protector aud !\is Conticil, and by Ihi* Meiubcrs of Pi'?iuatieut : it 
also gave iiliu the [>o\vcr to suuuiion, Ia lit!> own writ, whatever j.>cr- 
soas i}e tlnnight ])rojxr (liciiig duty quahtkd) uat to exceed sevea- 
1\, tu dt iii tfje ‘•other Houses of i^ailkuneutf 

{.hi $ik tiuy of the liuittguratkm, the (*aiiriiitent adjownicfl to 
the tweiUieth of January, 10J7-H; Had ia the inleiaitiii.ite luue, 
sa)A Ludlow, Crryntweii eadeavouxeci to iiralvC \ip.a coiiectiiJn of 
ihcn of all uUefe.sfs, (o till that which was calk'd the Oik-r 
Tin piinoipal of tbcai were Hich as had pTOcureii Ihck ptesetd 
by und were resolved to enlarge them Ly 

s* hfug their coascrenceis by the purchase of his favor, V^ hh tittle 
wv«v‘ joined some ot the aucietU nobility, ft>getlu*r wllh^iiie of 
tile gentry who had romideruble estates derived u> theui troiu thcii* 
ance&tors/f Ludlow’s censure k loo genera]: that juosf o: them 
were Uk* Protector s iuiuudiate fro uds k certain, Huii ciuuict c \- 

¥ t 1> * cite 


^ See the articles at length in \Vhitefi*>che\^ p. t>~ -U; 

HgfcihtT with ao accvur.t ^.hc inaugural p. llGl,--; ft;e 
* iiairible addukual and evp''.;J3atnrY Pttitjoa and Advice/ p. 6 * , ■ i. 

t p» CJti. 
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cite surprise; but the list contained niariy honorable nanics, 
Whitelocke says, they were in all sixty; among whom were cIh 
V ers noblemen, Knights, and gentlemen, of ancient families and 
good estates, and some colonels and otficers in the afmy.”^ 

On the twentieth of January, 1 607 - 8 , the House of Commons 
met agreeably to their ad jouminent ; and on the same day, Crom>^ 
ivclVs Lords, as they have been termed, assembled, aiul “ site 
in the Lords Hoiise/^ where the Protector having ordered tlie 
iittendance of tlie Commons, opened the Parliament by a short 
speech in the usual style of sovereigns; after which the Lord Keeper 
Fiennes, by a long exposition, wherein the language of fanaticism, 
and the principles of truth, were quaintly blended, endein oured 
to justify the late alterations in the mode of govt rninent. An 
event, liowever, which Cromwell had eitlier not foreseen, or, not 
weighing its consequences, had neglected to provide against, again 
ihrew^ every thing into confusion. Many of the excluded Mem* 
bers, who, in the previous session of the House of Commons, 
had refused to subscribe to the recognition of the Protector’s au- 
thority, now ventured to take their seats, under that article of the 
* Petition and Advice,’ by which no jMemlwrs legally chosen 
were to be excluded from the peilbriirance of tlu^ir duty, hut by the 
consent of that House of which they were Members.” From this 
circumstance, and through the renmval of many of the Protector’s 
best friends from the Lower to the Upj^r House, sucli a decided 
advantage w as obtained by those who were wholly in favtir of a 
pure Comnionwealtli, that they almost immediately began to 
question the authority and jurisdictjoii of the ‘other House;* and 
inoie<yter, assumed such a lofty and UKie|Kiiident tone, that Crom- 
well felt that his owii power would be of very short duration, if 
be permitted that of the Parliament to be strengthened by a pro- 
tracted sitling;*t Bc^lbercfore took the resolution of suddenly 

dissolving 


^ Memorials^ p. CdS# 

t Whitelocke, fjiaking of the debates of the Commons, says, ** all 
tiiose passages tended to their own' destruction, which was not difficult 

to 
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dissolving Uirm, and was confirmrd in iiis purpose by a dniu^cious 
corisj)iraoy, Hhirli was pjojecttd against his safety and gov^n;- 
iiienl, and which appeared so imminent, tliat “ he i<u)k the in- 
spection of winch at Wliiteliall for several nights »"Ssively, 
in his own person/’* The diligence of his adversares quickened 
his own; and on the fourth of Fcbruaiy’, having obtained tiesh 
infoiuralion of the iniciilions of his enemies, he detennined to e\e- 
cule his design; and not staying “for one of his own rojchcs, 
l)Ut taking the first that was at hand, with suc!» guards as he could 
prcst'iilly get together, he hurried to ilie ‘ otlur House;’ whither 
being come, he iinpaited his intentioiis to dissohe that assembly 
to Lieuleimiit (ioncrai Fleetwood; ' ho earnestly eiuleavouring to 
dissuade him from it, lie dapped his hand upon his breast, and 
swore ‘ In the living (<od lie would do it/'t Then sending to the 
Home of Coniiiioiis l>y the Usher of the Black Rod, he required 
the attendance of the Membeis; but*** many of them deciiiud 
to come/,; the others, however, with the Speaker at iheii licad, 
obeved the requisition, “ when his Highness made a sj.ct cii to 
them, declaring several urgent and weighty leasons laadc'/t ncces- 
s;ny for him, in order to tlie public peace and satety, to protied 
to an immediate dissolution of ibis Parliameiit : and accordingly 
his Highness dissolved the Parliament 

Tins bold measure liigidy exasperated, tiiougii it much weaken- 
ed Ills enemies; and on the same night, or >ery soon altcrwaids, 
the chief jHTsoiis engaged in the conspiracy just nieutluiicii, and 
in which “ Major Gcneial llanisou/* says Wbitelocke, “ urs 
veiy deep/'lt were arrested at llieir house ol rendezvous iu Shent- 

F f 4 dill Jj, 

to foresee. 'I he Protector looked upon himself as aimed at by them, 
though vvidi a side wind, and testimonies of ilicir eiu v lovviods Ihin ; 
and he was the more incensed, because at this time n.o Jl ijtli AiomircLi/ 
Men began again their enicrprizes to overthrow him and lus goveinmei.t 
by force, whereof there were clear distowrics ; he iheieluie lu.k a 
resolution suddenly to dissolve this Parliament/* Alcm. p, 073. 

JLudloW'S Mem. p. i'23. f Ibid. i ibid. 

5 Whitelocke’s Mem. p. 073, 


I Ibid. 
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ditch, *■ as they were consultinfi: about the iimnner of j[)utting their 
eiiterprize into execution/^ Their arms and ammunition were like* 
wise seizedj together with a standard, displaying a lion couchant, 
with the motto. Who ahali rouse hm up ? and severf 1 copies of a 
printed fleclaration, intended to he distributed among the people. 
On this occasion, Cromwell resorted to no greater severity than 
imprisonment; but those who had embarked in another plot, 
which was shortly atterwards discovered, with the avowed design 
of ‘restoring the race of the Stuarts,' were treated with far more 
harshness; and the two principal of them, Dr. Ilewtt, and Sir 
Henry Siiiigsby, were sent to the scaffold, f 

During these transactions, the glory of the Englisii name was 
strenuously upheld by Cromwell in all his negociations and trt'aties 
with foreign states; nor vvas the result of most ot‘ his wailike ex- 
peditions to foreign countries less fortunate than those wiii(‘ii he 
had directed in |)erson af*hoinc. Having formed an alliance with 
Louis the Fourteenth against the Sj>aniards, he assisted the former 
with a body of 6*000 choice troops, whom he had placed under 
the command of his ambassador. Sir William Lockhart, and IV fa- 
jor General JM organ. After some less important services, these 
forces commeiued the siege of Dunkirk, in conjunction with the 
French army under Marshall Turenne; and the 0])crations were 
partly superintended by Louis in person, and his favourite nunijjter, 
Cardinal Mazarine. On the approach, howevt r, of llie S])anisli 
General, Don John of Austria, the Prince of Conde, the ihinee 
de Ligny, and the Dukes of York and (iiocestcr, with 30,000 
men, the. King and the Cardinal retired to Calais; and the French, 
in a council of war, resolved to abandon the siege, in case the 
^nemy should advance 'to the attack. At this council neither 

Lockhart 

- #’' LudIo\vVMem. p. 230. 

f Dr. Hewjet would certainly have been pardoned, if it had not been 
/or ills own pertii^ty in denying the jurisdiction of the * High Court of 
Justice/ which.^lPd been appointed to try tlie conspirators confornnably 
to an Act of tftllate rarliamcnt passed lor the security of his llighness\ 
Person. 
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Lockhart nor IVIorgah was present ; Ixit at the succeeding on€% 
their tinitecl eiiorts, conjoined with the assertion, that ^ if the siege 
was raised, the alliance with England would be broken the same 
hour,' occasioned a new resolution to be taken; and the main 
body of the French army was drawn out to await the approach of 
the Spaniards. Tlie English, however, were iinpalicnt to engage; 
and having vith some dithculty surmounted the disadvantage of 
the ground, they attacked the Spanish van with such fury, that it 
was forced to fall hack upon the main army, which was also de- 
foatetl after a des[)crate resistance, by the trivial aid of a body of 
cavalry that had been dispatched by the French to assist their al- 
lies. At the end of the pursuit, Marsliall Turenne, with above 
one hundred oilicers, came up to llie English, alighted from their 
horses, ami embracing the otlicers, said, ‘ They never saw a more 
glorious aclioii in their lives; and that they were so transported 
witii the sight of it, that they had not power to move, or <io any 
thing.”** Even the Spanish Generals themselves gave t'ull le^thno- 
ny to the ijitrepidity of the English; “ for Don John exclaimed, 
that ‘ he was beaten by wild beasts rather than men;’ and the great 
Conde declared, that he had never seen so gallant an action as 
that days performance by the English was/’f In the following 

monili, 


^ Life of O. Crom. p. 374. 

f NMvc’s Crom H. p. C5l. ‘‘The French Monarch,*’ says 
tliis ta’nileni.in, who derived his infurmation from Lockiiart's family, 
‘ consrinus of ihe importance of the place, knowing how daiigeio^s it 
would he i'l the hands ©f Lngland when at wjJt* with France, and de- 
sirous himseii to pos^cvs it, endeavoured to (^'adethe treaty ; and when 
1 urenne io(;k posscsbion with a body of Irench troops, the King of 
France and the Cardinal at the same time entered t' e town, amusing 
ihenise vf's v\ith ,tl.c ide a of . having o!>tained so precious a morse! from 
Spain at the expense of tlie biood and treasure of England, and giving 
nothing but id-e apologies to Lockhart, who, in the most pointed tnan- 
«er, expressed the violation of the treaty, and the resentment h s mas- 
ter must feel for ins wrongs. Oliver, however, disappointed al! ilinr 
gay probpects ; (or knouirg liit duplicity tl the Caidiiial, and how little 

reliance 
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mouilt, Dtwkhk surreadered by ctiftifulntlottf and ivail idiimt ifm 
inediiklely delivered up to Lockliivrt, ‘agreeuldv \o ilie Ueuiy^ by 
which ‘the Protector had engaged iti the Fit*»ch inkrest ; >vl thil 
Has not done witliout the exertion ol' I he njo>t decided tinnnesi 
both hv Croiiiweil, and by his Ambassador and (jeneral. 

But the time was »o\v liastening, when the \ital spirit of the 
Protector was about to quit iti^-niortal tenement, lie ioimd that 
the assumption of sovereignty had not aiided to his iiappines^s ; 
for ‘ though his power and greatness seemed to be better esta* 
Wished than ever, yet he never had that serenity of nnnti after 
his refusal of the Crown, that he had before usually enjoved. 
His apprehension of personal danger became far greater than ior- 
merly, inasmuch as the plots and cojjspiracles ugainsl him in- 
creased j and he grew very suspicious, and ditiicuU of access, and 

was 

• 

reliance ought to be placed upon his word, he had opened a secret cor- 
respondence with the French Secretary of the Council olW ar, who, 
sor a bribe, disclosed the resolutions of the cabinet, wliich, when Crom- 
well knew, he instantly dispatched a messenger to bir \\ illiain, with 
wriiiea instructions for his conduct j and the Ambassador-General ini- 
mvdiateiy, in compliance w ith them, posted his army upon an eminence 
detached from ihe French, and in such a manner that they could not 
be surprised j then taking his watch in his hand, he repaired to the Car- 
dinal, and demanded, in a perempivjry manner, ‘a written order fur ilie 
delivery of Dunkirk, whsch, if it was net complied with, he had direc- 
tions to acquafftt him, that his master looked upon the terms ol the 
treaty as violated, and consequently made * null j and in that case, he 
should retire to his ft'intp, and dispatch an express to Don John, the 
SpanislT'xjtm ral, lo acqsruint him that ht; was ready, and prepared to 
join his forces Ip; his, to act in conjunction against the arms ol France.' 
'ihe Cardinal tbi#|ghl this only an high mode ol expiesstng himseif, and 
asked my Lo^ Ambassador in banter, •* whether his JiAcellcnce had 
slept well tbel^cedirg evening, or whether he was yet entirely awake ?* 
'i he Ambass9idli^ assured him of both; and coldly drew out his instruc- 
tions in ih^^ltand writing of the Protector* I'he astonished Cardinal, 
who knew plivef^s decisive manner of acting, began now to listen with 
tlie utm^ aiiention ; and endeavoured, hut in vain, to soften the pe- 
remptory 
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was more raVcly seen abroad/* Tiie death of Elizabeth, life se- 
cond and favorite dauji^hter, which happened witliin a month of 
!iis own, greatly affected him ; and, by co-operating with severe 
bodily iiilinnities, proved the more imiiiediate cause of his dis* 
solution.t In her last hours^ she is sakl, by Lord Clarendon, to 

' have 

remptory demand of the Ambaisador, who, with extreme coolncsi^ 
replied, that he should be obliged religiously to obey the injunctions of 
his master. "J'he Cardinal, perceiving his firmness, was obliged to com- 
ply, and give up the place within the allotted time, 'i’he French troops, 
thcrefurt, again evacuated the town; and Sir William and his forces 
look possession in the name of his Highness the Protector ; he himself 
having the honor to receive the keys in person from Louis the Four- 
teenth/* Ibid. 

AN elwood relates this transaction somewhat dillerently, though still 
most highly to the honor of the Protector’s firmness. He says, that 

Cromwell sent one morning for the French Ambassador to \N intehail, 
and Lipbniided him publicly for his master's designed breach of piomise^ 
in giving secret orders to the French General to keep possession oi Dun- 
kirk', in case it was taken, contrary to the treaty between them. I’he 
Ambassador protested that he knew nothing of the matter, as indeed he 
did not, and begged leave to assure him, that there was no such thing 
thought of. Upon which Cromwell pulling a paper out of his pocket, 

* litre (says he) in a copy Cuidiml's order; and 1 deshe yon to 
iii.'<pittrli immediately an express^ to kt him hnoiv, that I am not to lx 
imposed upon ; and that it he deliver not tip tlu keys oj the tov^noj Dun- 
kirk iiithin an hour ajhr it slndl be taken, 1 ll come in ptoson, and 
do Hiu!td them at the i^aUs (>) Paris D Mem. p. 1 1*. 

^ Life of O. Crom. p^78. 

t fn 'Tlmrloe's State Papers k a letter- to Henry Cromwell, Lord 
Deputy of Ireland, from his brothcr-in-law, Fleetwood, who says, 
that the Protector’s illness * was contracted by the long sickness of my 
Lady hliagbeth, which made great impressions upon him •/ and in ano- 
ther letter to the same person, from Dr. Thomas Clarges, dated Sep- 
tember I, 1658, the latter remarks, Mils li ghness was much distem- 
pered by his late grief and melancholy^ besides his other infirmities, 

whicii 
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have bitterly reproached her father for those guilt v hets which his 
ambition occasiosu^d, and particularly tor tiie death ot* Dr. Hewet, 
with whom she had long lived iu habits of strict frieudsliip, and 
for whose pardon slie had importuned with tlientiny*st earriesUiess, 
^This account is corroborated by Dugdale ; and, indeed, most of 
the historians of that time agree in the statement of the r.ipi<l de- 
cay of Cromwell after his daughter s decease. For some time 
he seems not to fiave entertained any ideas of his approaching end ; 
and this disposition of mind was strengthened by the enthusiasm 
of his chaplains, who even kept a solemn Tlianksgiving for his 
recovery at Hampton Court, where he then lay/'* Almost iutmo- 
diately afterwards, he was removed to Whitcha!!, where gra- 
dually grov\ing worse, he expired about three in tlo' ;idcniv?on, <»ii 
the third of September, anno jfioS, the day whivii h«- had long 
considered as the most auspicious of his life, it being that v>ri Aokh 
lie had gained his two famous victories of Dunbar and Worccsler. 
Ik was buried in that sejniU hre of our Slonau hs, ileiiiy I he 

^k’U’ulhs 

which were a double tertian ague/ Whitelncke, speaki^.g ofihe t,ady 
JEludbeth, says, “ she was a iady of excellent prjris, dear to her pa- 
rcBls, and civiJ to all persons, and courtly and friendly to all gentlemen 
©f her acquaintance her death did much grieve her faiher/*^ 

p, (>T5. 

^ Dug. Short V iew, p. 457, Burr ci says that I'illotson (afterw ards 
Bishop T. ho man it'd Cromv/eii’i niece) told him that, ** u v;c< k a i'to"; 
Cromwt ii^ death, he being by accideni at hiiehah, aud hear.; g 
irtre was to a fastihat day in the household, he out of curiosity wtni 
into sH^^prcscnce chan te* where it was held. ' On the one side of a ta- 
ble, Eithard,, v|i»h the rest of Cronnveirs farruly, were placed, and 
iix cf the pFe;:^ers were on the other side, of whom Goodwin was one. 
There ht b«d a good deal of strange stufT, enough to disgust a man 
for eterof |Mt enthusiastic boldness. God was, as it were^ reproached 
with CrolpflitteU's service^, and ^challenged for taking him away so soon. 
Goodwin, who h^d pretended lo assure them, in a prayer, that he was 
jmt to die, wli.(U was but a very few minutes before he expired, had 
now jl^ iirpudciie to say to God, ‘Thou has deceived us, and we 
wcie deceived/^ f'oL L p* RSL 
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Seventh's Clia|)el, in Wcslininster Abbey ; and his funeral wa^ af- 
terwards celelirated with more than regal pomp, and at a vast ex- 
{>ense. His ashes, however, were not permilted to miiigle with 
the dust of sovereigns ; for after the Restoration, to the everlast- 
ing di'‘gnice of* all concerned, his mouldering corse was taken up, 
and being inhumanly dragged to Tyburn, was there exposed upon 
the gallows, together with the bodies of Ireton and Bradshaw, 
whose graves had also been sacrilegiously violated. The deep ina- 
ligniuicy ol' those wlio could thus desrend to feed their resciit- 
oieiit uj)Oii dead carcases, was coloured by a vote of both Houses 
of Parliaiiient, passed December the eighth, H»0’0, and which or- 
dered tlie bodies to be taken up and exposed ! The reniaius of 
many others of the republicans were afterwards torn from their 
>ilent toinlw, and the barbarous praftiee was only discontinued 
through the strong expression of clLscontent which burst spon- 
taneously from the people. After the bodies of the Protector and 
his friends had hung one entire day, they were taken down, and 
the Leails being cut off, were set ujioa poles on the top of VVest- 
miustor Hall, where that of Cromwell remained full twenty 3 ears 
atk iwarda P' the trunks were thrown into a hole under the gal- 
lows. 

The character of Cromwell has been variously represented ; and 
in proportion as the different writers have favored IVIonarchy or 
Democracy, so as it been drawn, without sufficient attention hav- 
ing been given to the causes wliich governed liis conduct in the re- 
>|)ecti\e scenes of liis eventful life. i'iie latest attempt (o do Jus- 
tice to his memory, comes from tlie pen of the English Demost- 
henes, wl)o, in the ‘ Introductory Chapter tojiis * History of the 

^arly 

No])}e's Crom. Vcl. I. p. 2Q0. The Proofs and Illustrations to this 
wnik, contain various curious particulars relating to the * disposal of 
Olivers body.* Dr. ( romwell Monmicr, Secretary to the R 'yal So- 
ciety, snv the original receipt of the mason employed in opening ti:c 
vaults ol Cromwell, tScc. vvnich ran thus, ‘ iNri»y the 4rh day, iO'OI, 

t!;en in full, of the v^orshipful sargeant Norfolk c, hveteen slnllings, 
bfr taking up the corpes of Cromeil, and Ireton, and Ikasavv, lec* Uy 
nice John Lewis.** Ibid» 
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earfv Part of the Rcis:ii of James the Second/ has tims closed bis 
brief review of the era of the ConimoiiwcaltlK 

** With the life of tlie Protector almost immeclialely ended the 
goveriimeut which he had established. Thej greui talents of this 
extraordinary person had sapporled, during his life/ a system con- 
deiniied equally by reason and by prejudice : by reason, as want- 
ing freedom ; and by prejudice, as u usurpation : and it must be 
confessed to be no mean testimony of his genius, that, notwith- 
standing tlie radical defects of such a system, the splendour of his 
character and exploits, render the era of the Protectorship one of 
the most brilliant in English History. It is true, his conduct in 
foreign concerns, is set off to advantage, by a comparison of it 
W'ith that of those who preceded, and wlio followed him. If lie 
made a mistake in espousing the Frencli interest instead of the 
Spanish, we should recollect, Uiat, in examining this question, we 
must divest our inuids cirtirely of all the considerations wliicli the 
subsequent relative state of those two empires suggest to us, be- 
fore we can become iiiiparlial judges of it ; and at any rate, we 
must allow his reign, in regard to EurO|)ean concerns, to have 
l>een most glorious, when contrasted with the pusillanimity ot‘ 
James the First, with the levity of Cliarlcs the First, and the niei- 
cenary meanness of tlie two last Princes of the House of Stuart. 
Upon the whole, the ciiaracter of Cromwell must ever stand high 
m the list of those who raised themselves to supn'iiie power by the 
force of their genius ; and among such, even in resjK^ct of moral 
virtue, it would lie found to be oi^ of the least exceptionable, if 
it had -not been tainted with that most otlious and degradin'' of 
ail human vices, liyjmcrisy.'' 

Wehfwod, wlio lias^raced the features of the Protector witli 
greater individuality, has these passages. After “ Cromwell assumed 
the supreme po \j^ i |c became more formidable, both at home and 
abroad, than nH^Princes that had ever sat uj>on the English 
Throne ; and jpfras said that Cardinal Mazarine would change 
counten.nic^^plfeievei he heard him named, so that it passed into 
a pro\erl) M^rauce, that ‘ he was not so much afraid of the Devil 
as of CromiulL He had a manly, stern look, and was of 

an 
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an active, healthful constitution, able to emi lire the greatest toil 
and fatigue, Thougli brave in his person, vet he was wvery in his 
conduct; for, from the time lie was first declared Protector, he 
alwitvs wore a coat oT mail under liis clothes. His conversation 
tniong his ffiends was very diverting and familiar; but in public 
reserved and gnne. He was sparing in his diet; though he would 
sometimes .drink freely, yet never to excess. He was moderate in 
all other pleasures; *aiid for what was visible, free from immoiali* 
tics, csjiecially after lie came to make a figure in the world. He 
writ a tolerable good hand, and a stile Ix'coming a genflcman; 
except w hen he had a mind to wdiec<Ue, under the mask of reli- 
gion, wiiicli lie ki»ew nicely how to do when his afl'airs required it. 
He affected, for tlie most part, a plainness in his clothes; hut in 
tlieni, as well as in his guards and altendajue, he appeared w'ith 
magnificence upon public occasions. No man Was ever j>et(cr 
served, nor took more pains to be so. As he was severe to his 
enemies, so was he beneficeut and kind to his friends r and if he 
came to licar of a man fit for bis purpose, ihoueb ne^er so oi)- 
«cure, he sent for him, and employed him, suitin^r the emphymrnt 
in (he person, and not tlic/.cnoa to (he employment : and upon this 
maxim in his government, depcndcti in a great measure his suc- 
cess. His giKul (brtune arcompanied him to the last; he died in 
peace, and in llic arms of his friends, and was bariiHl among the 
Kings with a lUnal p(nn|»;,and his death was condoled by liie 
greatest Princes and states in Christenfioni, in solemn cmbassiei 
to his son.'"* 

Cromwell married to rdi^abeth, daughter of Sir Janies Rour- 
chief, Knt, ofFeisted in Kssex ; and l>y hei;jie had five sons, ai^d 
four liaughters, most of whom were b^n iu this towiT. *^He is 
also lliouglit to have had two or more natural chihken; ami ( ie- 

neral 

^ Memoirs, p. 1 08 — 10 nnd 113. The house in u lfirh (Jrumn eif 
Was horn, stood mar ihe north end of Huiu’ni'jd'in, and its site is no.v 
occupied by a rosp. oial)*e bri* k Mansii^n, d hv thr Mister of 

Cromwell House *U.'demv, Some parts of lito old w.ilsaie jne^rpo- 
rated with those ot the t)rt:sent dwelling; ;jtnd liiC sltuati >n of tne ch.i.n}- 
httr^ihat w'as tUc scene of Oliver’s birth, is stj;! poinied out. 
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«eral Toilemache, and Dr* Millington, have been both named asr 
his sons. Ills mistresses arc presufiuMl to have been the Lady 
Dysart, afterwards Duchess of Lauderdale, and Mrs. Lambert.^ 
Robert, the first, and James, the filth, born, ot* Olivers legitimate 
sons, died young; Oliver, hb second son, was a captain in Colo- 
nel Harrison’s rt‘giment, ami was killed in ‘ altemiding to n |mlse 
the Scotch army that invaded England under the Duke of llutriil- 
ton in July, iG-tS.* Richard, who succecflcd him in the Pro- 
tectorate, was born at Huntingdon on the fourtlj of October, 
16^6. He was intended for the bar, and was admitted iiiU> tlie 
society of Lincolns Inn, in May, 16 * 4 ^ 7 ; but the pursuit of plea- 
sure had more attractions iu his estimation than the study of law'; 
and “ what is still more observable,” says Mr. Nolde, is. “ that 
when his father was fighting the battles of the Parliament, \iv was 
the coinptinion of the most loyal cavaliers, ami fieciuentJv drank 
health and success to the arms of the Sovereign whom liis father 
was dethroning.”! He does not appear to lane been anywise^ con- 
cenied in public alfairs till after Oliver was declared Protictor; 
yet, wlien the latter resigned the Clunicellorship of Oxford, in 
July 1657, the University chose him to fill the vacant oHice; ami, 
still further to pay their court to the ruling authority, creatf-d him 
a Master of Arts in a special convocation. On the death of Ins 
father, who, vvhen on his dying bed, is said to have given some 
indistinct inliinaticm of his desire that Richard should become his 
successor, he was raised to the Protectorship; hut the good- 
humoured weakness of his diarae^r proving very inadequate to 
the difficulties of his station, he was conqn lied, within eight months, 
to resign the sceptre^to the grasp of the lej^ublican Long Parlia- 
ment. ^'Rtat (iecbion ofc.<»ind wliich Oliver possessed wa^ to him 
unknown; and Father Orleans says, he remained in the Palace at 
VN hiiehdll after h!si |^ icatioa, < like a statue that makes an unbe- 
coming 

K'oale's Crom. Vol. L p. 121, note* 

+ Nublc’i Crom. Vul. I. p. ijD. 
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coming ornaiiicut/'^ He had run into a vast expense in celebrating 
his father’s funeral, and his debts were otherwise considerable; 
so that he now began to be in great apprehension of arrest, as the 
promise of tl^ Parliament to satisfy his creditors* demands was 
never fulfilled. It was more from this cause that he retired to the 
Continent, according to Lord Clarendon, than for fear of the 
King, ‘‘ who thought it not necessary to inquire after a man so 
long forgotten.'* He continued in exile till the year 16*80, living 
mostly at Paris ** in mean lodgings, in an obscure part of the 
city, and with only one servant to attend upon him. After his 
return to England in (he above year, he principally resided at 
Clicshunt, in Hertfordshire, where he went by the name of Clark, 
and where he died on the twelfth of July, 1712, at the great age 
of eiglity-bix : he was buried at Hursley, in Glocestershire.f 
Henry, the fourth son of Oliver, was bom at Huntingdon on 
the twentieth of January, 1627-8; and, on his removal from Fel- 
sted School, in Essex, at the age of sixteen, was placed by his 
father in the army, and when scarcely twenty years old, was made 
Captain of Geueral Fairfax’s Life-guard. In 16*49, being then a 
Colonel, he accompanied Cromwell to ladaiid, where he was en- 
gaged in different actions; and in 1653 he was appointed one of 
the Members to represent that kingdom in Parliament. In 1655 
he was again sent to Ireland, in the ostensible situation of Major 
General, but with a secret commis$i(m to watch over the actions 
of the more determined republicans, from whom Cromwell ex- 
pected opposition. For some liifte he used great caution to cover 
the real design of his appointment; but when it was found no 
longer possible to controul, by private measiirS^, the unyfelding 
spirits of his father s political eneniics, he |ffodiiced a comiiiissioji 
as Lord Deputy of Ireland, and Commander in Chief of the Army, 
bearing date November the twenty-fifth, 1 657. His conduct dur- 
ing the time that he enjoyed his new dignity, though a most stormy 
VoL. VIL Junk, 180S. G g ♦ period, 

^ Hist, of the Kevolutions in Eng. p. 190. Kchard's Trans. 

+ Sec luider Hursley, Vol. VL p. 134; and\ol. VIL p. 234,-5, fw: 
several curious anecdotes of the Protector Eidiard, 
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period, was marked bv perfect integrity and moderation* Tliro\jgU 
the wisdom and equity of his government, says Mr. Noble, lie 
“ soon procured the love of the Irish, who regarded him as a 
blessing; and the nation was ruled with such skill by him, that it 
became, from the niost deplorable kingdom in Europe, fir the 
happiest of any part of the British dominion^^, and tlie saffs'* 
fi<*d with the Cromweliau reign/* After l!tc it^ignalion of his bro- 
ther, he returned to England by order of tlie Parliament, and 
never more took part in public alhiiiN, but s))cut the remaiiKier of 
bis days in peaceful retirement in Cambridgeshire. He died at 
his seat called Spinney Abbey, i:car Soham, on the tueiit\-tl.ird 
of Marcli, and was hnried hi Wicken ('liuirh." He 

a man of considerable abilities, ami stn^aal of the t sl.it. 

men of his time have borne houorai)le testiiuony ot }ii> merit aed 
virtues* 

The daughters of Cromwell possessed considerable ability, and 
inherited so much of their futber’s spirit, llial it was said of them, 
on the resignation of Uidrard, tliough more jmrdcnlarly ap[)lied 
to the Lady Fauconberg, “those who wore breeches de-uved 
petticoats better; but if those in petticoats bad bgcn in liuc; hes, 
they w'oulf! liave held faster/* Bhij>get, the eddest, was bap- 
tized at Ilunlingdon in August, l6h24'. She was twicr mairied; 
first to the celebrated General freton, and aflernards to Colonel 
Fleetwood, both of whom, liy her father's authority, were invest- 
eil with the government of Irolund : she die<l and was buried a? 
Stoke Newington, in September, ibSi, Emxabeih, liis se- 
cond daughter, was also chrislenetl at St. John's Church, Huub 
ingdon, in July, 1^2.9. This lady has been described as hav- 
ing air“ the elevation 6f mind, and dignity of depoitnient, of 
one born of a Royal |tem, with all the affability and goodness ot 
the most humble/’ husband, Jolm Claypoolc, Esip became 
Master of the both to Oliver and Richard. Her death, 

which happened dji the rnornijig of August th<^ s^tb, though 

frequenliv 

♦ Se^ farther particulars under Spinney Abbey and Wicken, Vol, U 

p. 148--50, 
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frequently attributed to her grief at the Protector's conduct ra 
respect to Dr. Hevvet, appears to have l>ecn partly occasioned by 
a disorder brought on by child-birth. She was buried with great 
funeral pom^ in Henry the SiweiiUrs Chapel; where her remains 
were sHIl suffered to rest, when those of Jier lather and grand- 
iuolIn*r were disinterred ; proliably from tlie circumstance of her 
being known to have been strongly attacl»ed to the Royal cause. 
Mary, the next daughter, was born at Ely, tbougli baptised at 
Huntingdon, on the ninth of February, 1 6*36-7. She was mar- 
ried at Hamptoti Court to Thomas, Viscount, and afterwards Earl 
Fiuiconhei’g, according to the /ega/ form then established; but on 
die same day they were again married according to the form pre- 
eribed l^v the Church of England, wUli tlie Protcctofs privity, 
who “ migiit be fearful,*’ says N(»Me, “ that if any revolutioa 
should take place, the Iiiishands of his daughters might wish as 
iiuic'fi for a separation, as the> then courted the honor of his al- 
liance,”''’ She possessed a high spiiit; and, after the sovereignty 
had been taken from her fainih, contributed, as well from in- 
clinatibn as policy, towards the restoration of Monarchy: she died 
hi March, 1712. Francks, the youngest daughter of Oliver, 
was iiorn in December,' 1 6*3 most probably at Ely. This was 
her wlio, if the Protector's policy had pennitted, would have been 
the wife of Charles the Second. She was twice married: first to 
the Honorable Robert Rich, grandson and heir to Robert,. Earl of 
Warwick, who died iu about three months afterwards; and second- 
ly to Sir John Russel, Bart, by whom she had a numerous family ; 
she (lied at tlie advanced age of eiglitv-four, in January, 1 720-2 E 
After Cromwell was declared Protector, daiiglitei;s nesided 
chiefly in apartments of one of the palace^ and such attention was 
paid to them by foreign princes and states, that their ambassadors 

G g 2 , constantly 

^ NobleSGrom. Vol. J. p. 144. Perhaps, continues this gentleman, 
** tlliver was ef the same opinion as Marshall, an independent minisier, 
who gave for the reasfjn of his marrying his daughter \yuii the i.-ng and 
Common Prayer Book, that * the ‘statute for estabiislviig tl.e liturgy was 
not yet repealed, and he was loath to have his daughter whoitd, and 
urned back upon inni for want of a legal marriage.* Ibid^ . 
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constantly paid their compltmenfs to these Indies, both wiea tbey 
came into or left.the Kingdom/'* 

GODiVIANCilESTER, which is situatccf to the south of Hunt- 
iijgdon, on the opposite side of the Ouse RivTr, lias been general- 
ly regarded as the Roman DuroUponte ; though, for the reasons 
already given in the account of Huntingdon, f Jt never could have 
been the site of tlmt station. That it grew up under its protec- 
tion, is, however, exceedingly probable, as tlie numerous coins 
that are recorded to have been found here, evince it to liave been 
occupied in the Roman times. Leland, who cites the ‘ Life of 
St. Neof for his authority, says, that ‘ tlie foundations and coins, 
and human bones of unusual size, discovered at (Todmanchester, 
shew it was formerly a considerable place.'^ He also stales, that 
* he purchased of a priest there, among other coins, one of C. Aiir 
fius with long liair.' Camden has also mentioned the frequent 
ploughing up of Romati coins in this village, which, ^ in times 
past,* he continues, as Henry of Huntingdon truly writeth, ^ was 
a noble city.' Many coins have been found liere more recently ; 
and within the last two or three years, a considerable quantity, 
chiefly of the Lower Empire, was dug up at no great distance 
from the Ciiurch, and eitlier In or near to Mr. Martin's tan-^’urd. 

After the great Alfred had concluded a treaty with the Danish 
chief, Guthrum, or Gormond, and, in the politic'liope of preserv- 
ing a lasting peace, liad ceded to him the country of the East An- 
gles, Gormond made Cambridge bis principal military quarters; 
yet, if it be true Godmanchester derived its name from this 
chief, as Camden statdljiwon the authority of Mhis old verse,' 

Gornionis d Castri mmine, nomen habet,§ 

It would seem that ^ had some sort of military post, or perhaps 
only ^qrtiiied residShce^ at this village, which in after times was 

diguifled 

Crom. Vol. 1. p* J57. t bee p. 345 — 347. 

t Col Vol IlL p. 11. 

^ * From Gorroon's Castle now it takes its name.' Ooilgh's Cam. 
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dipuficd with the appellation of Ccure, or Cheua\ It was sub- 
sequently called Guma, Gumicastria, aucl Gumicestre;* aiul it 
must not be forgotten, says Camden, that some other ancient 
writers ‘ avcAichetli withall, tlial Machutus had here his episcopal 
See/ 

Godmaiichester was << the old land of the Crown, raow die in- 
habitants’ in fee farm, by grant of King John, projexies vigiiiti 
libris poiidere et numero 20 Maii A®, xiiii Regis Johis. — Homines 
de Goiuecester teaent Gomeecstre per Curtain Dxii Regis Johannis 
pro 120 

In the Cotton 1\IS. are the following particulars of the peculiar 
customs of this Manor, but from what source they were derived 
is not quoted. ‘‘Also it is ordeyned and statutyd, that if any 
man of the towne of Guin^cesUr, have two or tliree sons by one 
woman lawfully begotten, the younger of the sons shall be the 
ayer, according to the use and cnstonie of horougli English; and 
although that ho have had 2 or 3 wives, and each of them chil- 
dren, iKwertheiesse tiie younger son of the first wife shall be the 
heirc. 

Also that if any man have purchased any lands or tenements 
his wife, y*^ ys letiull for the s'* man, while he is alyve, to gyve, 
sell, or bequeath the lands or tents, without the license of his 

wife, and such a w oman shall liave no dowres. 

‘‘Also that men children shall be. of full age, so tliat tliey may 
gyve, sell, or assigne their laud and rents, when they come to the 
age of XX yeares, and women at the age of xvi yeares. 

“ Also tliat if any man have two sons married by his lyfe, and 
one of these sonnes hath an ayre mascnlinj^^hd tlie otiwr *ei ayre 
femynyne; and if it chance after, theyse tw o sonnes to depart and 
dye, the father of them being alyve, and after it chances the fa- 
ther of them to dye, then tliat same heir masculyne shall be the 

G g 3 ^ ayer, 

^ By this name, according to Holland, (p. 510,) Henry the Thir4 
granted it to his son, Edmund, Earl ol Lancaster. 


f Cotton MS. 
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iiycr, mi not the ayre femynync, though she be of the 

Ihe Church is a hirge light edifice, consisfing of a nave^ 
ted aisles, ivith an embattled tower, surmounted by i spire at die 
west end, and a very large south porch: the latter has strong hut« 
tresses at the angles, and inoiist rows heaiis, with distended 
for water spouts. Tiie nave, wliieh has a timber roof, is sepai$kfed 
from the aisles by ihvo high pointed arches, rising from light diaHsi 
ted from the chancel b> another large pointed arch, parity boarded 
tip, ami exhibiting in iVoiit, the King’s arms: on the south side of 
the charnel are two stone scats, 'Hie wiudow^ arc mostly divided 
by muiliotis into several lights, and exhibit some ommnental tra* 
tery. On the tower i$ the date 1^23, which most probably re* 
fers to some general re|iair. 

Here is a school, called the Free Grammar Scliool of Queed 
Elizabeth: the Vicar, and 14 men of tlie towne, called governors 
of the possessions, rents, and goods, of the said schoole, are a 
body cor|iordte, aiul have a coixunou seale.”^ Ihis establislinient 
still flourishes. 

Godmauchester was for several eimturies most highly celdinated 
for the goodness of its husbandry } but from the generdi iiii|>rbve^ 
ment that has taken place, it is now bill fitUe superior to the com- 
mon level. Camden says there 1$ no place in all England that 
has so many stout hinds, or employs more ploughs; for they make 
their boast of having formerly received the Kings of England iii 
their progresses (his way, with nine score ploughs brouglit forth,, 
fo a rustiail kiml of pomp for a gallant slitw.f IndetMl, there 
be ixme^of our ndSoj^hat apply themselves more seriously to a 

rus^ 

P Cotton MS. ^ Ttsie Feginu, BlimhttM \0 Maii an, Eegni 
wntlK tiiait Purliarntnii,^ Bishop Gibson say?i, ‘it was incorporated in 
Hie James the First/ 

James the Firs^awed through Oodmanchesier in his wey 
from Scotland to l-ondon,^^ffl^y met him with seventy new ploughs# 
drawn by as many teams i^Tibrses; and when he inquired the reason, 
he was enHv^ertd, that ihcy^Vcid thieir lands imtnedKitcly Ironi tiiC Kmgs 
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riistk^ proft-'ssion, tiliich Columella says is allied to wJsilom, whe^ 
Iher we liax r restu-ct to their skill therein, to their ability to bear 
the expense, or to tlieii wdiing iidnrt, withall^ to take the pams.***^ 
Bisliop Ciibs(v» Tfujarks, it grew so wealthy and considerable by 
its has]>antiiy, that in tlic leigii of James the First, ituasincor* 
po rated as a boroiigli, by the style of 1\\o ftailiffs, twelve Assist* 
ants, and Comni<nia!ty : it never, however, had the privilege of 
sending representatives to Parliament. The bouses are spread over 
a coiiiideralrle plot of ground, and though io general irregular^ 
many of tlicin are goo<l brick buildmgs: the two bridges next the 
village on the road to Huntingdon are aUo of brick. 

At (iotimaiicbcstcr was born the famous Parliamentarian divine, 
SiT-PHivN Maushal, the head of the SmiTij/minians, “who 
raisoil liie strt>nge>t arguments against episcopacy, that the Presby- 
terians were able to furnish them with.'' Dugdale calls lum the 
* }ith-wctlier of tliat blessed flock’ Pn J>i/itriunorifm anie’$/pi{muit;\ 
and mentions his being appointed, willi two otliers, to pray and 
preach witfi Uk? ISIembersof the House of Conunons, on the day 
dxed for the ‘ Ilutniliation and fast,* after the news had arrived of 
Charles the First being removed from Uoliuby, or Holdcuby 
House, by Colonel Jo\ce. He was !Muiisler of Fincbingfield, iii 
Essex ; and is said to ‘ have set up the first conventicle in those 
parts" afier the Uesloratioii, 

illX€HINGBHOOK,:J anciently called HinchutghroJee, the seat 
<'f John iMontagii, fifth Earl of Sandwich, is situated about half 
a mile woslwiud from Huntingdon, on elevated groiiiid, coni- 
majuling sojne beautiful \it*ws over a line expanse of couiilrv, and 
]);uiiculurly of the rich vale fertilized bv 

ibe House stands on the site of a BenAlicliiie Ncnnery, dedi- 

G g 4 ^ cated 

of England, by the tenu e of so mertjng then) on passing through iheir 
town.* Magna lirii. \'ol. il. p. lOS-ti, It to been said thai it was 
this c'.rcmnstancc that led Janies to grant his charter of incorporaiiun to 
the inhabitants, . ^ 

^ Brit. p. 395, Edit. 1590# * f Short View, p. 1^10; 

t ihu* »pelt by the present .family ; but by most primed authorities, 
Hinchinbrook, 
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cated to St. Janies, and built here, says Lclaiid, by William tlie 
Conqueror, ^ when the Nunnery at Eltesley (in Cambridgeshire) 
wher St. Pandonia, the Scottish Virgin, was buried, was destroy- 
ed/* At the Dissolution, the annual amount of its Revenues, was 
I 7 I. Is. 4d. according to Dugdale; or, according to Speed, 
19 I. .9s. 2d. In March, 1537-8, Henry the Eighth granted it, 
with all its appurtenances, to Richard Williams, alias Cromwell, 
Esq.t whom he had received into great favor, and whose son, 
Sir Henry, called the Golden Knight, from his liberal disposition, 
erected the family mansion here, and had the honor of entertain- 
ing Queen Elizabeth in it, after her visit to the University at Cam- 
bridge in August, 156*4-: he died in 1603-4. His eldest son and 
successor. Sir Oliver, uncle and god t'alhcr to the Protector 
Cromwell, continued to live in llie same splendid style as his fa- 
ther bad done, through which he so much impaired his fortune, 
immense as it was, tliat he was forced, from time to time, to 
alienate one or other of his estates, by which means the paternal 
inheritance of his family was greatly decreased. The magnitude 
of his expenditure may be partly inferred from the account which 
Noble has given of the manner in which he received aqd cntfitain- 
ed James the First, whom he invited to Hinchingbrook when on his 
progress from Scotland to Loudon* 

Sir Oliver “ had the felicity to entertain one, if not two, of the 
Eiiglbh Monarchs. King James the First he certainly did several 
times4 ^tnd probably King Charles the First ; but the most me- 
morable 

* Itin. Vol. I. p. 1. and MS. Corp. Christ. Coll. Oxon. n. 154. 

V^StriKrnore particulars, p. 358,-9. 

James the First visited Sir O. Cromwell in 1603, and again '‘in 
.1605, 1616, and 1617; for Stow says in his Chronicle, that Lord Hay 
(then with his Majesty) was sworn a Privy Counsellor at Hinchinbrook, 
anno 1605. In Jl>l6, King James knighted Sir J'homas Hayward at 
that place: and Willis, in his Hist, of the Town and Hun. of Bucking- 
ham, says, Sir l^ichard Ingoldsby was knighted there in 1617. It 
b^most proiMjWe that these were not the only times King James was at 
liilii^inbroi^ as Uoyston, his usual place of hunting, and favorite re- 
liSience, was in that neighbourhood, and from thence he frequently 
went to Hfuntingdon.*’ 
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morable visit that was paid to him was by the former; upou whose 
arcession to the Enjijlish Tlirone, Sir Oliver, finding that he would 
pass llirough Huntinjgdoii in liis journey from EcJinburgli to Lon- 
deteni^ied to entertain him at Hiiichinbrook. That he 
might do this with more elegance and ease, lie hastily made such 
jinprovcmcnts in his iiousc as he judged most proper; and at this 
time he built that very elegant bow wiiiflow to the dining-room^ 
in whicii are two sliields of arms of his family, impaling, the one 
his first, tlie other his second lady's, painted upon the glass, with 
many quarterings; and round the outside are a prodigious number 
of shields. — His Majesty did not disappoint our Knight’s wishes, 
but accepting his invitation, came to Hiiichinbrook on the twenty- 
seventh of April, l6‘03; the Earl of Southampton cariying before 
him the sword wliicli had been delivered to the King by the Mayor 
of Huntingdon, an<l given by his Majesty to the Earl. Sir Oliver 
received his Sovereign at the gate of the great court, and conduct- 
ed him up a walk that then imiiiedialely led to the principal en- 
trance to the house. His Majesty here met w^ith a more magnifi- 
cent reception than he had done since his leaving his paternal king- 
<k)tii, both for the plenty and variety of the meats and wines* It 
is inconceivable with what pleasure the English received the King; 
all strove to please, and to see *ilheir new^ Sovereign, who was to 
unite two jarring and valiant kingdoms, and to be the conunoa 
Monarcli of both. ’Sir Oliver gratified them to the full: hb 
doors were thrown wide open to receive all that cliofie to |>ay 
tlieir respects to the new King, or even to see him; and each in- 
dividual w'as welcomed with the choicest viands, and must costly 
wines; even tlie populace had free access tc duriijg tlic 

whole of his Majesty's stay* 

“ Wliilst the King was at Hinchinbrook, he received the heads 
of the CTniversity of Cambridge in their robes, to congratulate him 
npon his accession to the Englbli Throne, which they did in a long 
Latin oration. His Majesty continued with Sir Oliver until he had 
breakfasted on the iw^enty-ninth; and on his leaving Hinchinbrook, 
expressed his sense of the obligations he had received from him, 
^nd from his lady: to the former, he said, at parting, as they 

pussefl 
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passed Ihroufijh fhe courf, iu his br<»:ui Scofch ^lor?'v, 

moi), tljoufjl) hast trtaltjfl me beHer than aiiv our since f IcH iildiu- 
broV* — and it is more than I’robable, linn ever lie had been en- 
tertained beibre, or ’was after; lor il is siini that bir Oliver at tlJr; 
time ^jsx' * tile greatest feast that had i*<en given to a Kiiig l>y a 
siilij-'vf. Ills loyalty and regard to his Fiiiice setmed alihost na- 
bouiKlt.d ; for Janus quilU’d iliuchinbrcid., iu‘ ]>irstnitrd 
by imn with irsifiy thiiu^s of great v.ilae; ariioir. ■ i otls >, ' -j le.’ige 
elrgaiit wrought Cii]> (a' gold, goodly iiorsv.*., deqvnio;ni/’(i laan.'is, 
divers luwks (jf exiellent wing, 2 ind al tin rejno\o, he ga.t i\\\y 
pounds amongst the principal otHcers/" * ms.ny ihui siiib grciit 
proofs of atUchmeiit, and thn.e in a ir.an x ^^hh 
to the taste of the Prince^ gamed Ids : .“:nrd. wliivli h\ tc k 
feaxly opportunity of expressing, by creating wiiii fd >-iiiite 
others, a Knight of the Hath, j)rior to his cinnnatinii ; but un the 
same day (July the Iwenty-fumth) on which that ceien.nny 
performed .”t 

Sir Oliver acted a verj’ conspicuous pari in the iJousc of Com- 
inous during the whole reign of James: his name occurs tni Com- 
iniUees more frequently than that of any other Mendjer; and in 
tiie Journals he is once or twice styled Queen Auceb At loiuey ; 
but he did not continue in this otiite iong.j; He engag<xi in the 
project of draining the fens in Lincolnshire, and v, as one of the 
adataturcr^ who subsciihed towards planting and cultivating Virgi- 
nia.§ From the time Ihul he hud fir^t entertained the King at 

llinclhngbrook, 

^ Stow’s Chronicit. f Xobe's Crom. Vob L p. 30, 4!> 

ibid, p. 12. 

§ The base and unprincipled methods l)y which the Virginia Compa- 
j^y wfic deprived of their patent through the intrigues of (.iuudamar, fat. 
Spanish an.bassadpr, may be seen at length in Pcckaid^s * Mtnioirij oi 
the j.tfe of Mr. Nicholas Ferrar.’ I’hc litile probahj.'ny that such 
book wouj^ It sought for, as containing any infonnation on the Li.si.^iy 
of the C'jlotiization of Virginia, occasions this reference. Our auih* r. 
tweaking of the sentence which dechued the pao. ni 
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iilncliin^brook, he. ajipears to have eojoycd a full portion of the 
Hoyal favor; and Noble, on |lie anlbority of Jiranuscri})ts in 
possession ot Dr. i-ort, slales, Ura(, in l608, bis Majesty gave 
hint () 0 () 0 }. ii»ir bis leljncjuishing a grant of i20UL issuing yearly 
out of lix* Koval lands, given to him as a free gift.”* After the 
death ot James, he ptvssessed an e^jiial degree of the favor of the 
ijew Snvert iiiH, uhoM* cause he boldly maintained in opposition 
to the Piui/. iiiMit, and delenniix d to sup[M>rt both at the hazard 
of hlt‘ aivl fortune. “ For this purjKvse; he not only, at a very 
heavy expanse, raised men, anti gave large stuns of money, but 
o}>ii;'ed his smjs to take up arms, and go into the Royal army; and 
he was <jf areaUT use to his Majesty ti)an any other in this part of 
tht^ Kiiigdom, by which he rc^ndered himself particularly obnoxious; 
and Oliv e r Cioiinvc II, (whd, to hale his ambition, seemed to pay 
no distinction to any on private acrounts,) bis nephew am! god- 
child, p:ti<l a \i it at Kainscy, {his tlien resideiuv,) acconi- 
pained by a iujong party of h(*rse. \V hiie tiiero, he endeavoured 
to unite the character of a dutiful relation with that of a stern 
commander; for though, during the tew hours lie staid with 
!iini, he would not kee p on his fiat in las presence, and asted his 
imrle’s hlessiifg, yet be did not leave the houfee until he had both 
disarmed the old knight, and seized all his plate tor the public 
I'Crv ice. j” 

SoiiH' time afterwards Croiiiwell paid a second visit to his uncle, 
V, ho had still conlinncd to support the drooping cause of roytdty, 

and 


The King was at the bottom of f ac j.n6vsr& 
from ix'gmniiig \<j end, v.as a despotic viol.U'.on ct honour and of juiiice ; 
Vv'hu h proved him lo be a n an void of every laudable principle ot ac- 
U"u ; a n;an v. ho, in all his exertions, made h.mscir the scorn of those 
vvl.i) V. (K ..M :n l.is power, aid the dett.>iaiif;n of tliose wl.o were; t 
man, vslu. e i.ead was, ir. leed, encircled with th« Kegal Diadem; but 
'?evci surely was hr ad mure unwoithy or utdit to wear it.** 

^ Noble's Chom. Voh I p. 
t Ibid. p» la,-d; fruu Sir Philip Warwick's Mctuoirs. 
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and obliged him to give forty saddle horses to nioiuit his cavalry 
upon, and lOOOl. also, by way of fine. Sir Oliver's loyalty, 
however, still remained firm ; and the Parliament at length de- 
creed, that all his estates, both real and j>ersonabv sliouUl be se- 
questered : }et on this occasion, the total wreck of his fortune 
was prevented by the interposition of his nephew, the future Pio- 
tector, ** for whose sake the sequestration was taken off,'' He af- 
ferwaul lived in great privacy till his death, the load of debt with 
which he was now encumbered, obliging him to couit retirement : 
he died in August, l6'55, at the great age of «inety-tlire<‘, ami 
was buried in Ramsey Church the same night, to pre\en!, us it i> 
said, the seizure of his body b> liis creditors. He was twice mai- 
ried; first, to Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Bronile\, Loid 
Cbapcellor of England ; and secondly, to Ann, daughter of Egi- 
dius Hooftiiiaii, and widow of the celebrated Sir Horatio Palavi- 
cini.* 

Before the removal of Sir Oliier to Ramsey, his increasing ne- 
cessities had obliged him to sell bis mansion, and all his lands, at 
llinchingbrook. It appears from the deed, which is now in the 
possession of the Earl of Sandwich, and bears date June 20, 

that be joined with his eldest son and heir apparent, and Sir 
Robert Smith, of Leeds Cystic, Kent, Kut, and dame Mary, his 
wife, in consideration of lfi50l, 4s. 4d. paid to him, and 1409I. 
35s. Sd. to Sir Richard, to convey the mansion of Hinchinbrook, 
witli all those lands lying pear it, that had been granted to liis 
grandfather, Sir Richard Williams, alias Cromwell, Knt. by 
Henry the Eighth, &c. to trustees, who conveyed the same the 
fol\o\^ng Montagu, of Barnwell, one of the 

Masters of the Requests fo bis Majesty.’'! 

TIhs gentleman, from whom tlie Earls of Sandwich are de- 
scended, was tfic youngest of six sons of Sir Edward Montagu, of 
Boughton, Knt. and was held in particular esteem by James the 

Fir&t, 

SlW^nder Babraham, in Cambridgeshire, Vol. II. p. 131,-32. Ful- 
liPs character of Sir Oliver is given in the same Voi. p. 23G. 

f Noble’s Croro, Voh I. p. 43. 
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First, who made him a groom of the bed-chamber, and knighted 
him in July, After his purchase of liincliiti^rook, he 

came to reside here, and was returned one of the Members for 
this Comity, the ever memorable Loii;; Parliament which as- 
sembled on the third of November, 16*40. For some time, he 
strenuously sup|>oited the popular side ; but, after the Parliament 
had made the Earl of Essex Captain-General, and had framed an 
oath to live and die with him, wliicli was to be taken by all the 
iMombers, he saw reason to change ius party ; and, as a[>pears 
from Sir Philip Warwick, refused to take the oath ; declaring, 
that he would not swear to live with the Earl, because he was 
ail old man, and might die before him ; iior would he swear to die 
witli hill!, since the l^rl was going with an army against the King, 
which he did not know how to free from treason, and so he did 
not know wliat end that great man might come to/'* He further 
urged, that the King had declared all such |)ersons traitors ; and 
' pulling his Majesty's Declaration on that head out of his i>ocket,' 
was f^^** this conduct, expelled the House, and sent to the Tower; 
hut was released about a fortnight afterwards : he died in Septem- 
ber, 16*44. 

Eih':ardf his only surviving son, was born in July, 1625. At 
tin* hrcaliing out of the Civil Wars, he took a vciy active part on 
the side of the Parliament ; and, at the bead of a regiment which 
he had himself raised, of upwards of lOUO men, he distinguished 
his courage in several aclions; |>articuiarly at the stoririiog of l.iii- 
coln, and in the battle of Marston Moor^ He was also at the 
batllc of Naseby. and at the storming of the town of Bridgewater, 
and of the city of Bristol: at the latter place he W'as one of the 
(’ommissioners who concluded the treaty.wdtfi Pi ince^lvilperft and 
was aft(‘rwards seat with Colonel Hammond to inform die Parlia- 
ineiil of the succ^ess of their army, though he liad then but re- 
cently entered into his tw^nty-lirst year, In all the subsequent 
changes in public affairs, he was a person of much consideralion ; 
and he became one of Cromwell’s Council under the Instrument 

of 


♦ Memoiri, p. §24. 
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of Government framed by the Ofik*er<i of the Army in 1()53 : he 
was 90011 after appointeri a Lord of the Treasury, aod about the 
$ame time wag joined with Desboroiigli in the Commission to exe- 
cute the office of High- Admiral. He w'as af<erw’aij|ls united with 
the brave Admiral Hlake niuier a similar Commission; and, on bis 
deal!?, had the sole command, in wliich, says Lord Clarendon, 
* he was discreet and succossfid/ 

All( r tlie decease of Croiinrell, and in the conrtision info which 
the nation was then falien^ he directed his exertions to sf*curc the 
restoration of the Stuarts, and was hitjhly instrumental in prevail- 
ing oil the Fleet to declare for Charles the Second. Lord Clarm- 
don remarks, that no man betook himseii* to his Majt'St} s service 
with ‘ more generosity than this gentleman/ and that whilst the 
Fleet w'tis preparing, lie “ sent his consin, Edward Montagu, to 
the King, to let liirn know% that, as. soon as it shonhl he ready, 
whicli he hoped might be within some tew da\s, he would he him- 
self on boar<l, and would be tiitn rea<ly to receive and obey his 
Majesty’s orders: this was bclbre that Parliament assembled, 
which, when it did, resolved to call over the King. He sent word 
what officers lie was confident of, and of whom hr was not as- 
sured ; and who, he cmidiufed, would not concur witli him, and 
who must be reduced by force. He desireil to know whelher the 
King had any assurance of the General, Monck, who, however, 
lie wished might know nolliing of his resolutions : and it was no 
small meonvenienev to bis Majesty, that he was restrained from 
conmtunicaling to either the contidei^ce he had in the oilier, which 
might have facilitated both their designs. As so m as In* came on 
board the Fle et in. t he Downs, ^d ibund Jydwson, and the other 
officcTS, ifiore tVa nk"n^ (ic^:l a ring duty to the King, and reso- 

lution to serve him, than he expefetied, that he might not seem to 
be sent by tlie Parliament to J|!| Majesty, but he carried by his 
own affection ami duty, w'illioiit expediug any connnand fn>m 
them, the wind coming lair, lie set up his sails, and stood for the 
coast of Holland, leaving only J,wo or three of tlie lesser ships Ip 
receive tln ir orders, and to bring over those persons he knew w ere 
designed to wait on hi> Majesty,^ Fpr 

k.A' • . 

* of the Reb. Vol. III. p. 5C1 — jTO — 500 — 509 . 
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. For those uiii»ortimt services, the Kinj;, in two days after hi$ 
landiii!; ar Dover, appohited liini Kui^hl of llie Garter; a*id on 
the twelfth of July follow iiifi:, creat(*d jjiiu a Baron, by the title of 
Lord of St. Ncols, Vi^oouJit fiiiir!jiii;^bro(>k, and Eurl of 

SiHiduich; a^ the same time he wiu made Master ot tlie 
Wai’ilrohe, Admiral of liu; Narrow Neas, mid Idemenau! Admiral 
to the Duke of York* Two ecar.'i afterwards, anno on the 

maiiia^ie of Charles wilh tlie Infanta of Porlii^ah he acted as lh« 
Kiiv^’s prow, and af^ervvH^i^ broui^lit the Queen to England. 

till- raptuic with tliv^ Slates of lioUand in !(>(>}, he com- 
inii...led ft;.! lilac piadron in the great Fleets euilected under the 
Doke of 'i Oik, iiiai was engaged in die signal vk Uny oiilaincd oft 
Lowestoite over liie Dutrh .S Juiliid <?pdam, vftio w;;>> blown up in 
his own diip, and, aieordiiig to some wiilorv. Imd eighteen of ids 
men of war takin, and fourteen iiiorc dc.,tioyed. iij tiie ‘ Co- 
lum^i Ra^struta* tike success of the day is principaliy attributed to 
Ids Ivonldiip, and t!;al by the same method of aciion which tl»e. 
brave. Admirals of the present reign have carried !(> sarh a height ; 
that is, breaking the enemy’s line. *• due Engii.di,’' -.a. s the above, 
woik, “ had the weather gage, and the tight b<‘gan June ft, iiftio, 
at three in the mornuig. Tlie Fleets liavii;g several times charged 
each other uithoul any remarkable advantage, it ijap]>ened tha^ 
tlu' Earl of Sandwicii, wuh bis Blue Squad.ion, fell about one 
o’clotk into tlic contie <if the enemy’s licet, and divided it into 
two parts, wbk h was a considerable st(p to the victory, bv begin- 
ning lltat confusion which at last ended in a flight.” flic Duke 
aj>]>ears to liave hecn souumhat intimidated hy the deaths of tije 
Earl of Falmouth, the LomI IMuskerry, and Mr. Ik.^vk*, scroj^d 
^'011 of liie Earl of Ijurlinglon, all of vviuun vw'iV iftlkd by Liic 
same cannon-hall ; and that so near to his Grate, that he wai; 
* sprinkled witli their blood and brains.*'* Lord Montagu, says 
Burnet, ‘‘ did believe that the Duke was struck, au<l that he had 
no mind to engage again.” According to the sa!ue author, tlie 
Duke <uive private orders to rela?i the p'uisiut ; aiid in soon after- 

wuids 
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wards left tlie Fleet, when the sole command was conferred u|W)ii 
the Earl, whose talents w'ere so various, that he, was in a short 
time sent on an cxtraordinarv Embassy to the Court of Madrid, 
with instructions to mediate a [>eace between the croons of Spain 
and Porluijal, and in this he proved completely successful. 

On the breaking out of the new Dutch war in 107-, he ai^^ain 
resumed his naval conmrand, as Vice Admiral to the Duke of 
York, who, by some fatal niismanagenient, suflercd himself to 
be surprised whilst lying at anchor with the united Fleet o<‘ Eng* 
land and France in Soicbay, on the Suffolk coast. Ihiniet says, 
Dc Rnyter had the glory of surprising the English Fleet, wIkmi 
they were thinking less of engaging the enemy, than of* an e\tra- 
vifg^nt preparation for the usual disorders of the tw’enty-ninth of 
May.”* When the foe was discovered standing into the Bay on 
the morning of the preceding day, the confederates cut llicir 
cables, and the Earl advanced w'ith his division against the enemy, 
and was the first that begun the fire. By this bold measine, he 
gave op[)ortuuity for the rest of tile Fleet to get into order, and 
thus saved them from entire destruction, though his own death 
was the consequence. His shij), the Royal James, rarr>ing 100 
guns, was firsl attacked by Captain Brakel, (the same who led 
the attack at Cliulham,) who, with his ship, the Great Holland, 
of sixty guns, follow'ed by a fireship, sailed out of De Killer's 
squadron, and was soon seconded by tlie whole squadron of Van 
Ghent; against all which he defended iiimself a long time, dis- 
abled several of their men of war, and sunk three of their fire- 
slrips.”t Having thus defended himselt’ till noon, and given, as a 
certain Dutc h historh tn expresses it,t the utmost proof of an un- 
fortunate vaTour, a fourRi fire-ship, covered by the smoke of llie 
enemy, griqipled the Royal James, and set her in a flame. All 
chance of safety was now deslroyd ; yet the Eail, whose indig- 
nant feelings had been highly excited by a disgraceful sarcasm 

uttered 


* BurnetS Hist. Vol. I. p. OCJ. 


t Col. Rostr. p. 210,-220. 


1 Gerard Brandt. 



HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 


46 ‘ 9 ? : 


Uttered against him by the Duke,^ refused to quit his ship, and 
was blown up m ith the remainder of his crew ; 6*00 of whom had 
previously fallen in the action* Ten or twelve days afterwards, 
the body of the Earl was found floating on tlie sea, ‘ in every part 
unblcinislied, *save some impressions made by the fire upon his 
face and breast.’ It was then taken to Harwich, where, being 
eiiibahncd, by order of Sir Charles Littleton, it w'as afterwards 
conveved, by the Kings command, in a solemn procession by 
water, to Westminster, and magnificently interred in Henry the 
Seventh’s Chapel. The Puke of Yorks conduct in this engage- 
jnent, and his neglect in succouring the Earl, were severely com* 
inented on ; and in the debate on the Exclusion Bill, in October, 

1 ()80, be was openly charged in the House of Commons with be- 
ing llie occasion of his loss. Sir Edward Walker, in his Histori- 
cal Account of the Knights of the Garter, quoted by Collius, speak- 
ing of (bis Nobleman, says ‘ He was a person of extraordinary 
parts, courage, fidelity, and afiUbility, and justly merited all the 
liot)ours contci red upon biiii and Bislio]) Parker, in his History 
of his own Times, describes him as “ a gentleman adorned with 
all the \irtues of Alcibiades, and untainted with any of his vices ; 
of liitrli birtli, capable of any business, full of wisdom, a great com- 
iTVcUider at sea and laiJ<i, and also learned and eloquent, aflfablc, 
liberal, and magnificeal.” He marricil to Jemima, daughter of 
John, Lord Crew', by whom lie had six sons and four daughters : 
of bis yoiuiger sous, ^Ndnev, the second, was father of Edward 
Woi lky INlonlagn, who was husband of the celebrated Lady ]\lary, 
and liad issue, Etiward Wortley Montagu, meuioiable for his ec-, 
ccnlritiiios ; and Charles, the fifth son, was father of Edward 

^'oL. Vn. July, IS08, Hli* Momkgu, 

* It seems, that, on the day before the battle, the Earl ol>ser\'ing the 
danger in which the Elect were ol being surprised whilst riding in Sole- 
bay, advibcd the Duke of A'oik * to weigh nneher, and stand out to 
sea hut the Duke, slighting the advice, told the K.ir!, ^ hti spake 
that out of fear* which the Earl is though. t to Inve so highly resented, 
that it rendered him careless of his own safety, Kemui's Hist, 
f ol. IIL p, and Echard'a Hist, p, 
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Montagu, Esq. of Saudlcford, in Beikshiro, who died in 1775, and 
whose widow, Elizabeth, (sister of the late Lor<l llokebv,) cele- 
brated for her genius and acquire inenls, died in Poiiinan Square, 
in August, 1800. Edivard, his eldest son, and second Earl, died 
k) Ft'bruarv, l6SS,-9 ; and was succeeded b}? Ech^ard, third Earl, 
who married Lady Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of llie witty 
John Wilniot, Earl of Rochester: he died in 17-^9, aged tiffy‘S<v 
TCii ; and is spoken of by Lord Chesterfield in high terms for his 
talents and accomplishments ; \ct it seems that his spirited Coun- 
tess proved too much for him ; for Isoblc, in bis continuation of 
Granger, speaking of his son Edward, Viscount Ilinchinghrook, 
givc-^ the following account. 

This young iioblenian, son of the third Earl of Sandwich, was 
a Member of Parliament, tirst, for the borough of liunfiitgdon, 
and afterwards for the county ; of which also lie w as Lord Licute- 
trant and Custos Rotuloriim. Adopting the profession of arms, 
he was made a Colonel in the first regiment of Toot (inards; and 
by Queen Anne, soon after her accession, a Colonel of a u giment 
of Foot, His father being confined, and denied access to, by hij 
eccentric Countess, was rendered so much a (wphe r, that all the 
duties of his station devolved upon Lord Hincliinbrook, who was 
an amiable, active, and spirited young iiian. His extraordinary 
motlier, one of the daughters of the witty and re])entant Earl of 
Rochester, partook of all the fire and vivacity of her iallicr. She 
detested restraint herself, but put Iicr lord into ‘ durance xile'in 
his own house. At his death, she quitted England, (to(» stupid, she 
said, for her,) and resided at Paris, in habits of intimacy with the 
Duchesses of Orleans and Mazarine, Madame de Rerri, the Regent's 
daughter, -niiH iiT7o*hl«tt Ijeautiful octogeimry, the ceitibraleil Ninon 
de L'Enclos. Unhappily, I-.onl Hinrhinbrook (of whom Lord 
Chesterfield spoke ui high terms for liis talent^ and accomplish- 
ments) (lied in the life-time of liis meek but worthy father, Octo^ 
l>er, 1722, leaviitg, by Elizabeth, only (laughter oi Alexander Pop- 
ham, of LlUlecOf^ Wiltshire, Esq. John, foiu th(and late) Eurl of 
Sandwich,’— a ipan of quick parts, and iinmy iiC(:oaj]>lishiiients. 


Pos'-essing 
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Possessing mi cnquiriii" mind, tliis Nolilcnian travelled early in 
life beyond the usual ruules of young Englishmen, as appears by 
bis own account of his travels, publislied since his death. On his 
return, lie took an active part as a speaker in the House of Lords. 
Ill he was appointed a Lord of the Admiralty ; in 174-6‘, he 

^vas sent Minister Plenipotentiary to the States General ; and after- 
wards to the Congress at Aix-la-Chapclle, where he concluded the 
Piciiminarics of Peace in 1748, In February, 1 749, he was ap- 
pointed First Lord of the Admiralty, but resigned in 1751. After 
some intermediate employiiieuls, lie was made Secretary of State, 
17()3, which office he resigned in 17b'5, and again held from 1770 
to J77 1, when he was once more appointed First I^rd of the Ad- 
miralty, and he continued in that post till the downfall of the 
>iortIi administration, with great credit to himself, and beneficially 
for the nation. He <iie(l in April, 179-» leaving by Judith, daugh' 
ter of Charles, Viscount Fane, of Ireland, an only surviving son, 
now Earl ot’ Sandwich. His character as a bon-vivant, and lover 
of pleasure, is well known ; as well as the unfortunate result of his 
connexion with the beautiful Mis» Ray, who w^as shot by her in- 
fatuated adiniicr, tlie Rev. James Hackman, when coming out of 
Covent Ciardeii Theatre, in April, 1779*' Jo/i/?, the fifth and pre- 
sent Earl, was born in January, 1743,-4 ; and has been twice mar- 
ried : bis first lady was Elizabeth, daugiiter of George, second 
Earl of Halifax ; his second was IMary, eldest daughter of Harry 
sixth Duke of Bolton, by whom he had the present Lord Hitscliing- 
brook, and Lady Teinpletow n. His Lordship was for many years 
^Master ot the King’s Buck- hounds ; but has not taken any activ'e 
part in public affairs. 

Hi NciiiNGBRooK IIousE IS a larg<> irregular building, partly 
of stone, and partly of brick : on a broken .stone cornice belong- 
ing to the small portion which remains of the ancient Nunnery, it 
the date 1437 ; but the greater part of the present edifice wa< 
built by the Cromwells in the reign of Elizabeth. The large bow- 
window of the Great Room was erected by Sir Oliver Cromwell 

H ii 2 ill 


* See under Elstree, p. 1 W. 
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iu U)02, as a)>pears from tlial. (!ale on lli<* sloiic-work of llie out* 
side, ami over which are the lloval Anns ol rutlor, willi theii 
sup])orters, a lion and a dra*;on. l>elo\v is another shield of arms, 
disphiviij" eleven qnarlerini^s ol the Williams and Cromwell laini- 
lies, and their motto, S.vi/ore non Soporc : various other shields 
of arms arc sculptured on the seven ribs that form the divisions of 
the >\indovv; ami on the cornice are the initials o. C. and E. ^ A. 
for Sir O. Croniwcil, and his two wivav, tlie ladies Elizabedi and 
Anne. In the window itself arc two large ovals of stained glass, 
containing two shields, baron and femme, of the Cromwell arms, 
which were also put up by Sir Oliver:’' this window is in the east 
front, and looks into the pleasure garden. The otiice» on the 
north side include what was the common room of the nuns, now 
the kitchen ; and about eight or uiuc olTlie nuns ceils, \\hi(‘ii are 
now used as lodging rooms by the. menial servants ; they arc 
small cheerless rooms of stone, langed on each side ot‘ a narrow 
gallery, and each lighted by one small window : the i'.oors arc 
solid, of some kind of slone like composiiion, 

Tlie more regular portion of the inteiior of this mansion forms 
a quadrangle. T1ie v\hirh is principally lighted by a large 

bow-window, contains a variety of portraits : tlncn: oi* tlie Ihu- 
peror CiiARLi.s the FiiTit, who is rcproseuled in armour, his 
right hand on Iiis sword, his left placed on his Iiip; ot John 
WiLMOT, the profligate Earl of Rochester; and of Edwaui), 
Lord Montagu, of Bonghton, are the best ; among the others arc 
Edward, first Earl of Samlwuli, when a bov, probably by 
Lely; Lord Viscolnt IIjNCHiNfiRUooK, 1710, in armour; 
Archbishop Laud, a good picture, apparently copied from the 
one at LambeTfi Palace ; Honorable Captain W. Mon i acc, 
brother to tbclalc^gl Sandwich; Commodore Sir Richard 

BiCKERTON, 

^ In Noble’s Crocn- Vol. 1« the above arms are particularly described, 
and also represented by engravings : it would seem, however, from the 
date, lt)U2, that the great bow window was erected prior to the decease 
©f Queen Elizabeth, and not, as this gentleman has intimated, tor the 
purpose of receiving the visit uf James the f irst. 
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Bickkiiton, T>art. Ufau Admiral ]lif:HAnn Edw ards, Esq, 
Vick Admiral Lord Sh_li>haai, Vice Admiral Sir 
Edward Hi giils; aiui IicirIs of* An.vi: Hyde, asKl Sarah, 
Duch(^ss ol* Murihr>r(>U!^li. Elie Great Staircase is ovnaineiiled 
xviLh ciirviir^s (lj\phuin" j.Iiklds of* the Sandwicli arms, flowers, 
iSzc. oil the firs! landincr-phu-e is au old picture of the AVise Aleifs 
Oflerinir. Tlie Dhibvj; Room, thou£>li small, has an imposing 
efl'ect, fVoin being adorned uitli whole lengths of tJieir Majesties 
(w.oRGK THE Third, and (}i:ekn Charlotte, by Sir Joshua 
Ileyiiolils; the DrcHKss or CLEVELAND in nhite satin, leaning 
on her elhow, in a musing jiosition, by Sir Peter Lely ; Charles 
T in: Sr.coND, in armour, with a lonc^ blue robe, and the ribband 
ol“ the Order of tiie Garter round his leg; AVilliam, Duke of 
(Jiiiuberland, in his rol^es, \m U painted, lull imicli cracked in the 
(olouring ; Edwaud, first Earl of Sandwich, in his robes, with 
the pendant; Edm'ARD, thinl Earl, by Sir Godfrey 

Kih'lier; and lviN(; CiroRoH the Sr.coxi) ; a half length of 
Edward, s« coikI Lari of Sandwicli, hyKneller; and a beauti- 
ful tlnee-ijiiarter length ot (^ueen llKNRfKTTA Maria, depicted 
witli a niournfu! cast of countenance, and iiolding some roses ; near 
her. tlii? crown on a table. Over the fire-place is a large picture 
oi’ the jkiltlc in Sol{'hay; and in liie windows are the arms and 
quarterings of the Mont ;gu family, in stained glass, pul up by 
llie late Earl in I ; AS. 

In tin little /)/<.><.. ug- R(non is a portrait of Eiazarltit, after- 
wards lliird Connlt ss o( Sandw icii, tlie eecent ric dangliter to the Karl 
ot RocliChler, w ho confined her lord during so long a period in one 
ot the upper rooiiKs of this mansion : it represeris iicr wlien a girl, 
and in liit* act of placing a w realli of flowers round the neck of* a 
kiiuh. Ill the Drav, ijii: Roam is anotiier pictui'e of this lady, an oval 
head; and also three otluus ot’ her Irieiids, AIada.mi: dk J>lriu, 
and tile JJuclicssts of Mazarine; and Orih:ans: these por- 
traits, witli a corresponding head ot’ the cidehrated Ninon 1)K L’En'- 
LLOs, now in the Li hrary, were most probahl\ painted forherladv- 
5>hip during her residence in Erance : the colouring of the latter is > e- 
I) rich and brilliant, and all the former ones are good pictures, in the 

11 h 3^ Green 
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Green Room, anmn" otliers, is John, ioiirth Earl of Saiifhucli, a 
small whole length, siftini:; John, Duke of MoiHajiu, ditto, with 
a greyhound; Ralph, Duke of Montagu, hall length; and 
Charles, Lord Wilmot, when a hoy, son to tlie Earl of Roches 
ter. In the Vr/vci Room, so iianied frofu an anc ient bed, above 
the fire-place, is a large and singular Baechanahan su]>ject, well 
painted, but indelicately composed; Charles the Second, of 
Spain, when a boy; Annk Marta, Queen of Spain, as a nun, 
sitting; and a few otliers of ijiditferent merit. The IVork Room 
contains two pictures of Elizabeth, Viscountess Hinehinghrook, 
daugliter of Alexander Popliain, E.sf|. one taken in her ^outh, 
and the other when more advaiired in life; the Cox-ntkss op 
Northi^mberlaND, W'ho married to Ral[)h, atteiwards Duke 
of Montagu ; the Lady Anne Harvey, and one or two more. 
In the Work Urrssini* Room are hali‘ lengths of Jemima, tirst 
Countess of Sandwieh, daughter to the Lord Crew-; and Mallet, 
Viscountess Lisburne, seeoiul daughter to the Earl of Rorhest(‘r. 

The Great Room, to w^hicli the how' window' was added hy Sir 
Oliver Cromwell, and in wliich Queen Elizabeth, and her two 
iimnediate successors, James the First, and Charles the First, have 
been magnificently entertained, still retains its ancient character.* 
The roof is of limber, in the style of the College Halls, and has 
betMi painted and gilt in square coinpartineuts : the walls have 
also been j)aiiited in fiesro, but are now' partly covered with re- 
mains of rich tapestry hangings, worked after the Cartoons of Ra- 
phael. Here are also two or tlirce models of ships <H’ war, and 
various oKI carved elbow chairs, probably of the time of the 
CraBH\eIls : the painted glass in the large window' has already 
been noticed. In the Slip Room are several good pictures of Sea 
Fights, and other Awal subjects ; the battles arc chiefly timse of 
the years 1745 Md Here is also a very tine portrait of 

III ol Sandwich, represented willi lojjg tlovNing 
Iiair, in body armour, with a red sash, and laced ncckclolli ; one 

Jiand 

^ \yhen Charles the First was taken from flolmhy hy Cornet 
Joyce, the fourth of June, 104-7, he was brought to J liiichingl)rook, 
aiid kept there, as appears from Dugdale (Shcit View, p. lif? 

the seventh, when he was removed to Ciiildcrley, 
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iiand liolils a trundieoii, t}^e oilier Is rested on a cannon. The 
Library coiilaiiis a srnull but select collection of good authors ; 
with good bait lenglhs of Prince Rupert when a vouth, and 
Ieeton ; a head of the Proitcctor (jROMWELLin an oval, and 
two verv curious jiit turex of Crouiwelfs parents. General Iretou 
is pointed in a red dress, in body armour, with a sash over it ; 
his sleeves slashed, his iialr dark ; his countenance expressive and 
inteliigcnt, with whiskers. Richard Crom^vell, Esq. father 
to Oliver, is in the solemn dress of his time ; his teatures jileasing, 
but languid ; bolli this picture, and tJiat of his wile Elizabeth, 
are li|| ibe sank? artist : the latter is engraved in Nobles Croni- 
well, yci. not accural el v : it is a verv interesting portrait.^ 

The park and grounds of lliuchingbrook are not extensive, nor 
niucii diversihed in surface ; on the south side, bordering the road, 
is a raised terraie, between which and the house, sculls, and ot iter 
iiumun 1)01 iCsS, ha\e been dug up : towards the south-west are ves- 
tig« s of a more ainient entrance than the present ; and in dilfercnt 
jrarts of the estate are iish ponds, which evidently appear to hav-e 
belonged lo the Nunnery. Tin* entrance Gateway is of stone, 
opening into the court by a large pointed arch tor carriages, and 
two smaller ones at the sides for loot passengers. It is ornamented 
in the st>ie of Henry the Seventh s time, and on each faco have 
been since put up two rude figures of human beings, clothed in 
garments oi skins, with enormous ragged stafls. 

liARTEORD, a small >illage on the roads to St, Ives and 
Ramsey, between one and two miles from liunliiigdon. was, about 
a century ago, the estate of Sir 1 hoinas Rateuntn. Knt. of London, 
in right of his wife, £li/ai)eth, daughter heiress ol ^ Air. 
Alhidielon.f “ The chief house was fowiierly the hahitalion and 
possession of Dudley Lovell, who bore for bis arms, a chevron 
between three wolves heads erased.”; I'lic CLurch consists of a 

H li 4 nave, 

A few other pictures, of less merit, arc in different parts of the 
house j and here was formerly a portrait of ilie beautjfu!, but unfor- 
tunate, Miss Ray, which is now in the possession ol lier son, the pre- 
sent Admiral Montagu, to whom it was given by his balf-brothtr, tlic 
Earl of Sandwich : Miss Ray had four children by the lat»' Ivarl, three 
whorni two sons and a daughter, are now living, 

t Cotton MS. 
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naViC, chancel, and aisles, with an cnjbaltkd tower, havini^ pin- 
nacles at the angles, at the west end : the nave is sc[)arated from 
the south aisle by three sciiii-circular arches, and trom the north 
aisle by three pointed ones, all rising from round columns. The 
principal iiionuineuts record tlie iiiemory of Sj^ner SneU, 15. D. 
Rector of Doddiiigtoii, in CaniLridgeshire, son of Jolni Snelh 
Esq. of Stanley, Jleils. (and others of his family,) who died in 
March, 1731, aged si\t\-cighl ; and <d‘ the Hev, Robot Van* 
brushy A. M. Rector of Buckiand, in Gloucestershire, vvlio de- 
parted this life January the 2ord. in the lifty-sevenlh year 

of his age. 

WYTON, or Witton, Milli IlOUCiMTON, are two small 
villages forming one parish, on the south bank of the Ouse, and 
principally consisting of thatched cottages. Wyton Church eon>i>ts 
of a nave, chancel, inul nortii aisle, uitli a tower ai»(l spire : the 
nave is separated Ifoin tiu* aisle by lour pointed arches, with deep 
grooved mouldings ; and from the chancel by a high pointed one. 
The Sepulchral Memorials are few : among them is a grave stone 
for the Purchas fanniy, and a inoimment for the ylinsivon/is, lu 
this church was married the late Right Hon. Charles James Fox, 
and that so long ago as llie year 171^3 : the disgraceful contumely 
that wasshpwered upon him when he went to France, at liie conclu- 
sion of tlie late war, and Mrs. Fox was publicly acknowledged as bis 
wife, cannot yet be forgotten. I’lie following extract liom the 
Register of >Vyton, will prove how utterly false weie the rejjorls 
then promulgated. It should be observed, that Mrs. Fox H>i<letl 
for a few weeks pievious to her wedding wilii the Rev. J. Ptry, 
at the Rectory ; tbj^l Mary Dassonviile was her maid servant ; and 
Jer. Bradshaw, the derli, of Wylon. — “ Charles James Pox, of 
the parish of Cliertsey, in the county of Surrey, Batchelor, and 
Elizabetli Blane, ofqhis parish, were married in this church by 
license, this Hay of Septcinher, in th(? ^Y*ar One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and Niiicty-livc, by me J, Pery, Rector. 


^riiis marriage was 
soleniih/('d between us 

In tlie ])rescncc of 


C. J. Fox, 

J Eli/abetli Blane. 

Mary Dassonviile. 
J Jei. Bradshaw."' 
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The Church at Houghton eoii'^ists of a nave, south aisle, and 
chancel, with a tower snniioiinted by a higli octagonal spire at the 
west eiul. The nave and aisle are separatc<l by four sharp pointed 
arches, and a^high pointed arch, now stO{)ped up by a g:diery tor 
singers, fornu rly oj)ened belwcrn the nave and tower. Jn tJie 
south wall of the chancel is a double piscina, divided by a sliort 
colmiin. I'lie manor of Hongliton belongs to I^ady bparrow, of 
Brampton, by heirship from Sir Kobert Barnard, Bart. 

HEMiMfNfiFORD ABBOTS, now a small vilbage on tlie 
south hank of the river Ouse, was given to the Abbots of 
RanisejS by the munificent Bishop TLthelric, about tlie lime of 
King C’auute,^^ and it contiuned in tladr j)o.ssessioii till the period 
of th(‘ Dissolution. It afterwards became the property of Robert 
Rage, Es(]. of whom it was purchased by the BainurdSf Baro- 
iK ts.* The Chun ii consists jniiuipally ol‘ a nave, chancel, and 
aisles, with an embattled lower, surmounted by an octagonal spire, 
at the west end. 'flic nave is dhided from tlie aisles by four 
jiointcd arches, on each side, rising from octagonal columns, and 
was aneieiuly open to the loner by a high pointed arch. In the 
chancel are memorials of the Dicktns ianiiU’, of whom Charles 
DlcL'usy h. L. D. was foily-se\en vears Rector of this paridli ; he 
died in aged seventy -four. Here also is a monument for 

John ilHdcrslet/f list/. Barrister at Law, who died at tiie age of 
seventy, in 1731. 'Jdie alfai-pieee, which is a good painting of tlie 
miracle of the live loaves and two small fishes, was given by the 
late pr. Diekens. 

lIEMMiNCiFORI) GREY, or East IIf-mmingioud, with 


its appuiieirances, was granted to the Church i»f Kanisev, with 
several other manors, by Ring Har^jleemit, or liardicamite, 
tlirougb Mile entreaties of bis mother, Famna, who was a most 
inagniiicent lover of the C'hrLiian faith, and of monastic dis- 
cipline.’t The charter, as gi\en from the iSaxon, in tlie History of 
Ramsey, niiis thus : ‘ Hurdecniit, King, and Ahgi\e (Fanma) the 
Quetii his mother, to yEldnolh, Bishop, and d'nni, Earl, and 
Kenric, and all Oliicers of the Counly of lluniingdoii, hcallli. We 

make 


* Cotton MS. 


t History of Ramsey, P. III. In Hist. An^. Scrip. \\.L III. 
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make known iinf^ yon, that we, in the name of llic Holy Trinit v, 
iiave given and granted to th^J^hurch ot llairiscy, for tlie S(»ui 
of King Ciiut, our Lord, and our own souls, the ciistern laud of 
lleinmiugford, and all tliat belongs to if, with sac and soc, as i’ull 
and honourably as wlien in otur own tiands. Whosoever, therc- 
Ibre, shall try to alienate iiiisour donation from the said church, 
may he be alienated in the day of judgment from heavenly joy, and 
may he have lor his lot, the punishments of hell together willi the 
devils.** East Hemmingford vas aflerwards granted, by the 
Abbot and Convent, to Wifwiii, son of Alfwyn, to hold for his 
life, on condition that, alkt bis death, it should again revert to 
the church, together with other Manors then in iiis possession ; 
but all the estates of Wlfwin being seized, after tl>e Norman Con- 
quest, by King William, were granted by liim to Alberic de \'er, 
who * possessing the whole by force, left it as an inliciitancr t(» 
bis heirs/f In the seventeenth of Edward the Second, John, 
Lord Grey, of Wilton, died seized of flemmingford Turhervill, 
as this manor was then called; thougli it afterwards obtained 
tlie adjunct of Grey from his family : hi the tine of Charh s the 
Socond it was held by the 

The Church stands close upon the south banli of the Ouse 
river,* and consists of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a tower at 
the west end; the columns supporting the arches of the nave and 
aisles, appear of Norman origin, as do the arches, which have 
been mostly altered iito the pointed form : an obtuse arch divider 
the nave from the chancel. In the cast window are various frag- 
ments of early painted glass : the west window is not unhandsome. 
Within the altar>roils is an oval monument of white marble for 
James Johisison, L. L.tD. Chancellor of Ely, with a long Latin 
inscription: he February, 1727, at the age of fifty-live. 

Against the south It^l is another monument of white veined mar- 
ble, in memoff of GriJJin Lloyd, Es(j, who died in 1()8C, aged 
sixty-two. Here also are some memorials of the Greene family, 
of whom the Ilev. Charles Greene, A. M. died at the age of fifty- 

eight, 
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elglit, ill July, IS03; and airaiust ilie south ivajl is a tablet for 
the Margctis iantily. I'lie uiinj|»ef hiiiabitaiits ill tlic two llem- 
mingfordb, in 1801, was 6*60; that ot' houses lOj. 

ST. IVES, 

A small town, pleasantly situated on tlic banks of the Ouse 
River, was, in the Saxon times, culled and by that appel* 

lation is nientioncd in iJie Domesday Book ; but it.allerwartls ob- 
taiiitfl tlie name of St. Ives from Ivo, a Persiau Arclibishop of 
nuich sanctity, who is leported to ha\e travelled through England 
about the year 6'00, preaching the Gospel with unremitting dili- 
genre. In the reign of King Edgar, iEthelstau Manvessune, a 
noble Saxon, bequeathed various estates to the Abbe^ of Ramsey, 
and, among others, ‘ certain land of tlUpc, and tlie laud of 
Ilafrgtthorn but these estates were wot to become the property 
of tlie ehurcli till after the death ^ of Alfwenwe, his youngest 
daughter^ and ‘ if she had an heir, of iiim also/ Some disputes, 
liowcNcr, arising as to tliis disposition of his property, it was agreed 
on a compromise, that ‘ the land of Slepe, after the decease of 
AUvNcnnc, should altogether remain to the Church of Ramsey, 
whether she had children or not ;t' and proper sureties wei» en^ 
lered into for the performance of this agieemenl. ‘ All this was 
done at Slepe, under the testimony of .Elhelsi, the son of iEthel- 
elan, the Alderman, and Leofric, the son of iEthelwyn, the Aider- 
man, Edric, Lefric, «Scc/; Ten hides * of the V'llle of Sle]>e' were, 
nolwilhsUindiug, usurped by ‘ Oswald, a priest, who was brother 
to the widow ol jEthelstan Manvessune f but these were at length 
secured to the Abbey, by an exchange for otlicr Iaiids.§ 

The Monks of Ramsey having thus obtained lull possession of 
Slepe, laboured to turn it to the best advantage ; and in a fewr 
years al’terwards, the remains of Ivo, wbicli were pretended to be 
accidentally disroveied by a ploiigbman, were conveyed, with 
much solemnity, to Ramsey ; and llie [)lace where they liad been 

found, 
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found, was hoRotired by tbe tTCcfion of a Pkiorv, or Cvll, sti- 
bordiimte to tli€ former Abbey,, The account of tlie (liseoveryof 
Ivo"s remains is thus f^iveif, 

“ These things being thus atchieved, it hap]'*ened that St. Ivo, 
w]:oiii the Ancient ot Da\s, lising frojii above, and foreknovuiig, 
IuhI decreed, before the beginning of the birth of the first day, to 
visit the Cliurch oi Kamsev, to be haf>|»ily tbund at the same 
time, I’lie blessed relics of that holy Archbishop, which venera- 
ble antiquity of imny ages lia<l culonibed in the land ot the 
estate of S/i^pe, near tiie c hannel of tiie river Ouse, were Ibmul, 
whilst the ploughor turned up the bowels of the earth d(’eper with 
the plough, compelled by the will of God, with oxen. Cdeaving fast 
to the possession of so great a treasure, which, while all were ig- 
itorunl whose remains they were, the Saint ap)>earing in a visit hy 
night to a certain lionest man of the vilie, atlirmed to be iiis own, 
and directed the discovery to be made known at llainsey, where 
three of his companions were also to be Ibiind. The Lord Alibot 
dLdnoth, convinced of the truth of this viaion by supernatural 
testimony, sent for his associate in good works, the Aldiot Gcnna- 
ims ; and these two having the precious relics of exahed piety 
placed upon tlieir shoulders, conveyed them, attended by u great 
in ultitude of people, to the Churrh of Ramsey, where, at tin's 
day, they shine with renowned miracles. In the tenth xear then 
after the death of our [>alroii Eail Ailwyn, and on the same da} 
on which he had been entombed, viz. 8lh kal. of May, tlie earth, 
through the Divine bounty, gave us a new advocate, not in any 
wise to be alterwards snatched from us by destiny, who, from tlie 
place of his repo^, unceasingly intercedes bel'ore God for iJie 
same, nay, even for all^ liis worshippers.'^ The reality of the 
discovery of the Sateff remains, was, however, not wholly regarded 
as satisfactory in tb^ credulous days ; for tlie Moiikisli historian 
afiirms, that ‘ Ednoth, who is by most conjectured to have been 
once Bailifl of Slefie,' for deriding the truth of the vision, and 
calling the Saiut biniselt, Saini Coblcr, was, in * vengeance of liis 

persevering 
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persevering nisliness/ plagued with ‘ boots to tbe end of liis life j* 
in order tliat, ‘ through this destricctioii of the ifesh, his spirit 
might deserve to be saved in the <lay of the Lord/'* 

On the spot where St. Ivo is stated to have been found, Abbot 
Ediiotli built *u Church ; and soon afterwards, anno 1017, tlie 
IMory was erected by Earl Adelniar, who p!ace<l liere some Bena- 
'^dictiiie Monks from Ramsey, and granted tbein various possessions 
and privileges : other innuunities were granted by Pope Urban tlie 
Second. In the year 1^207, the Ciiurch and Priory offices were 
burnt ;t but being rebuilt, continued in subordination to Ramsey, 
till after the Dissolution, when, in the tiiiity-sixtli of Hemy the 
Eightli, tlie site of the Priory was granted to Sir Tliouias 
Audi( y4 The i*riory Barn and Dove House are yet standing in the 
north-east part of tlie town, but they do not exhibit any thing 
remarkable- 

The opinion that St. Ives had a Mint in tire Saxon times, say» 
Mr. Gough, “ ro'.ts ciitirely on a mistakci of a coin of Eadmund 
having oil the reverse ire? AJo/iclij, tlie name of the Mint-master, § 
wliich, in the ‘ Philosophical Transactions,’ was appropriated to 
St, hes; whereas that name was not known in the Saxon times, 
and it is called Slepe in Domesday .''j| In (his town, the Earl of 
Holland, wlio had taken up arms for Charles the First, was made 
prisoner, alter his defeat on the seventh of July, Ui-lS.lf 

The Churr/i is a very light and neat edifice, consisting of a nave, 
dialled, and aisles, w ilh a north and south jxirdi, and a handsome 
tower, surmounted by a spire, at the west end. The nave is se- 
parated Iroin llie aisles by four large arches oij each side, rising 
bom slender piers, having halt columns at the^sides. Tlic tower 
is sustained on strong piers, and is opey to tiie aisles by pointed 

^ arches ; 
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arches ; a good gallery, with a glazed casement, is inter|iosed be- 
tween the nave and tower on the east : the west window is large ; 
and most of the windows arc divkied by mulltons, and ramified 
above : the chancel is the oldest part of the building. The Se- 
pulchral Memorials, both in the Church and Churcli-yard, are 
numerous, but do not record any thing particularly remarkable.*^ 
The spire of this e<hfice has been twice blown down. In tiiis town 
are two Baptists Meetings, a Quakers Meeting, and a Presby- 
terian Meetiog: tiie latter had its rise at the period of the Civil 
Wars, when the ejected Minister of St. Ives was supjiorle<l by the 
inhabitants in opposition to the reigning |X)wers. 

Great part of St. Ives was destroyed by a sudden and dreadful 
lire, which happened on the thirtieth of April, 1689 , and wbicli 

began in a malt-house at the end of White Hart I^nc, next 
Paddle Moor. The wind being very high, the fire presently flew 
up to the street, and cross the Sheep Market, consuming every 
thing in its way down to the water side ; as also part of Bridge- 
street, and of the two houses over tlie Bridge. It laid in ashes, 
messuages and dwellings belonging to 122 person*;, and families, 
with all their household goods, malt, corn, grain, liav, shop-goods, 
houses, and merciiandizcs ; the whole loss amounting to upward** 
of 130721 

The lower parts of the town, being built directly on the Ou*;e 
hanks, have been several times overflowed : this was particularly 
the case in January, 1725,-6, when all the adjacent mcadous, and 
a great portion of the fens, were under uater. Over tlie river i** 
a good stone Bridi^c of six arches, four of which arc pciinted, 
wijh strong ribs* bencatli ; the other two arc semi-circular, and 

u ere 

^ In the Church-yard wai formerly a stone for a celebrated Game" 
ster, thus iosciihed. 

' H#l% llc-i tijc body of fovrSy 

Who spnit his money, and pawiCd his clothes. 

If any one .should ask his name, 

’Ti:i Highest, Lowest, Jack, and Game. 

t MS. in poweiiion of the JRev. F. G. Panting, bt. Ivr?. 
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were rebuilt in the jear 17 1 by WiHiain, Duke of Manchester^ 
who also rebuilt ami widened tlieb#'4r/r/' in 17^. The Bridge is 
,f.aid to lia\ e been first erected by the Abbots of Ramsey. Near 
the middle, over one of the piers, is an ancient building, proba- 
bly intended for a cliapel, but now inhabited as a dwelling : the 
upper part, which suffered by the fire ki ifisp, is traditionally 
.said to have served as a ligbt-bouse to {persons navigating the Ouse 
river. In llie pits in the neigl^bourhood of this town, the Cornua 
Ammonis, Bclemnites, and other fossils, are occamnally found. 

St. Ivos includes llie two manors of Slope and Bustelicrs ; by 
far th(' greater parts of which arc copyhold, and held under tUe 
Dukes of Mancliester: the tenants, how'ever, have the singular 
pri\ ilcge of “ cutting dowu wood or timber o« their own grounds, 
nut only for their own use, but to sell ami dispose of as they may 
Kce fit, without license from the lord."’’*' The police of the town 
IS uuder tlie superintendence of a High Constable. 

The ciiartcr for the Market was granted about the year 1290, 
by Edward the First/!' It is one of the largest ki the kingdom for 
boasts, slicoj), poultry, pigs, Sac, and is aaid by the inhalHtanU, to- 
be only second to that ot' Sinithficld, in London. Here also are- 
two well i’ref|uented fairs, held annually, at. Michaelmas and at 
Wliilsuiilide : the former sprung from an annual meeting appoint- 
ed in 1 020, to be hold on the Feast of St. Michael ; tlie latter 
was granted by a charier of Henry the Firsts da^ted in and 

privileged to continue from ‘ Whit Monday till the Monday fol- 
lowing, and all that ckiyj At these tairs, great quantities of cat- 
tle, sheep, second-hand clothing, habcrdu.diery, *xc. are di 3 }>osed 
ot ; and at the Michaelmas fair, luucli cheese ^ sold. Here ^are 
three ale and small-beer Broren irs, aud^sevcral malt-kiliis. Tlie 
iiuis and public houses are nuineroas. Many charitable donations 
'*tre recorded on two tables in the church, but the gifts are not 
lingo. The population of St. Ives, as returned under the act of 


MS. in the posscivViou of the Kcv. F, G, Panting. 

t ' hdivurdus Primus institiiit Mrrrafum :n oppiJi Slllxi'jnis de Slcpe, 
in Die Lana:* C;>tton MS. 
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iSOl^^nmountcd fo 209p; of wham 1035 were males, aud lCK>i; 
females: the m^ber of hoei^ at the same fn^riod, uas 478. 
Amoiig^ the latter, and chiefly on the outskirts of tlie town, arc 
some good mansions, the residences of respectable ilmiilies. Tlie 
principal of Ihese is SLEPE HALL, so called by the present pos* 
sessor and resident, Colonel Wliite^ but more commonly Ci\wnv€U 
Phet^ from Cromwell having resided here when be rented the 
Wood Farm of Mr. White’s ancestors ; by one ot' whom, the sub- 
stantial brick edifice, which now stands here, on the site of the 
old house, was built about the beginning of the last century, lu 
tWs mansion is a curious picture, contaiuing two half length figures^ 
generally said to be of tlie Protector Oliver, and some other of 
his family : yet this seems doubtful ; for the subject, as far as can 
be seen from the picture in its present state, (the bottom part 
having been cut ofl*,) alludes to some event of which tliere is no 
corresponding record in the life of Oliver ; neither does the re- 
si^mblance bear any particular liktmess to the other pictures we 
have of him. This piece represents an elderly person in a close black 
dress, plain at the wrists, with a broad falling band at his neck, liis 
beard and his whiskers white, and in one hand a canc ; he is con- 
versing with a iimre gayly dressed young man, (probably his son,) 
who has placed his own right irand on his senior s left, and in his 
other fiand iiotds by the hair a human iicad, of sombre and ca'ia- 
varous colouring. The marking irons which Oliver used to mark 
his sheep, and are mentioned by Noble, have been lately lost. 
This estate is the site of the ancient manor of SIcpc, and a free- 
hold, in which latter respcf t it differs from almost, e^ery other 
at St. Tves. • 

Tanner ret'ords tlie iia uc of IIogek de St» Ire,s/' an Augustine 
Friar, who wrote against the Lollards about and who a] ►- 

pears to have been living in 1420. Another native of ibis town, 
bf far highel* eminence in tlie walks of lilcmture, is the present 
Ji Pi! ATT, Esq. who was born on Christinas-day^ 174P,'/;0,t 
and became distinguished for his poetical talents at the early age 

of 
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of twenty, when he commemorated the death of Goldsmith by 
that exquisite poem ^Tlie Tears of jGfenius/ Mailf- Otlier beautiful 
jMoductions liave issued from his prolific |>en, one of the principal 
of which, ‘ IV Poor, or Cottage Pictures,' appeared in 1801 , 
adorned with some fine engravings after the designs of Loutber- 
hoiirg. Of his novels, his Liberal Opinions, .Emma Corbet, and 
raiiiily Secrets, are undoubtedly the best ; in the former, lie 
is supposed to have shadowed some particulars of his own life, 
under the character of Benignus. One of his last ^!iw)rks is his 
* (Tleanings/ which contain a great variety of admirable pictures 
drawn from real life, but coloured, |>erhaps, with somewhat too 
full a pencil, and too highly mingled with the meretricious hues of 
affected sentiment. His style of pwtic composition partakes more of 
the manner of Goldsmith than of any other writer : in his prose 
works we are frequently rcmintled of the graces of Sterne. His 
life has been chequered bv diversity ; yet, on the evening of his 
days, the calm sunshine of tranquil happiness ap)H.'ars to descend 
with a steady liglit. Early in life, he entered into Holy Ordera; 
and when at Peterborough, became an esteemed and ]K>pular 
preacher: he afterwards kept a booksellers shop at Bath. His 
father, who was sometime High Sherifl of this county, was a res- 
jH'ctable brewer at St. Ives, and lies buried, with others of his fa- 
iniiy, ill a vault under the Church. His mother was niece to Sir 
Tliomas Dniry. The following sonnet was, several years ago, ad- 
<lre.ssed to Mr. Pratt by his friend Dr. Mavor, * on a Mental Re- 
view of Ids various works 

With thee, sweet bard ! I’ve felt th* extntic^Iow 
Awak’d by * Si/mpathy,' and trac'd her laws ; 

' Humaniti/ has taught my tears to flrnv ; 

* Benev olence’ has urg’d the • Poor'* man’s cause. 

Led by the magic of thy fertile mind, 

'J hrough fields of fancy have 1 lov’d to stray ; 

Now wept fictitious woes, to gloom resign’d j 

Now caught Mirth’s transports from thy colouring gay. 

'I'o every touch my heart responsive beit. 

And own'd a master’s hand, and felt l)i 9 powen complete. 

VoL. VII. August, 1808. I i* 
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But not, dear * Gkatiti)\* to thy genius bright, 

Alone i^our this tributary strain ; — 

Oft has thy converse cheer’d Dtjection’s night — 

'J'hy friendly balm relievM severest pain ! 

f 

HOLYWELL is situated upon a commanding emiuejice, about 
a mile aihl a bait* eastward from St. Ives, and overlooks the fine 
exptiiise of meadows bordering on the Ouse River, ll deiives its 
name from a WdU oi' Spring, of soft water, wbieli rises near the 
bottom of the Church-yard, and which, in the days of supersti- 
tious credulity, was much frequented by religious (icvotecs. In 
the second volume of his ^ Gleanings hi England,’ Mr. Pratt 
affirms, on the autlioiily of the late Rev. B. llutcliiiison, F. R. S. 
who was Rector of this Parish, and publisliod proposals for a 
History of Huntingdonshire, that this village was the site of a 
Roman station, and that various fragments of Roman vessels, pot- 
tery, &CC. have been dug up here. Tiie Church consists of a nave, 
aisles, and chancel, with a tower at the west end : the nave and 
aisles are separated by three pointed arches on each side, rishig 
from octagonal columns : the roof is of timber, with carvings of 
regal figures on the intermediate beams. In the chancel is a table I 
ill memory of the ‘ Rev. Henry Parrott, almost thirty-five years 
Rector of this Parish, one of the Prebendaries of the Chinch of 
Lincoln f and of * Catherine, his wite, youngest daughter of Sir 
William Halford, Bart, of Weihara. co. Leicester f and in the 
pavement is a grave-stone for ‘ the Rev. IJaijcanin Ihuchinson,' 
mentioned above, who was bom in 1732, and died March 22, 1804-. 

In Holywell Parish is ^EEDl^GWORTH, a large hamlet, si- 
tuated on the r<?ad to Biuntisham and Erilh. The houses arc 
neatly thatched, and from being almost all wliitc-waslied, anil 
interspersed with small gardens, the whole place has a clean 
and comfortable appcuratice. Here was born Siii Ambrose 
Nicholas, Lord Mayor of London in l 576^ who was apprenticed 
to a skinner, and founded and endowed an itms-house for twelve 
persons in Mugwell-street, 

BLUNTISIIAM, called Bhwtc:>ha?n in old writings, was pur- 
chased tor the monks of Ely, by the glorious Prelate .Edelwold," 
of Whiolh, a Saxon, bctiveen the years 1008 and 1015. The 
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following particulars of the purchase and its consequences, ^ tran- 
slat(?d from the * History of the Ctii^rch of Ely/fiublished by Gale. 
“ Tfic a{!?r( ement being made, and the price of the purchase being 
settled, viz. ^\\x pounds, Wlnotli sent his eldest son to El}' for 
that money, and there he received from Brithnoth, the Abbot, c 
shillings; but the xxv pounds viliich remained, was given to him 
afterwards, before King Edgar, and before his wise men; which, 
wlien it was done, WInoth before them, delivered up to the Bishop, 
Bluntc^ham, w'ith the Chirograph.* Moreover, Brithnoth, the 
Abbot, gave to WInolli vii ]x>unds for all things which were at 
Bltinteshani, viz. (or the men, and for stock, and for corn. But 
afterwards, King Edgar being dead, the sons of a certain man, by 
name Bogo, of Hemmin^c^rford, claimed the same land, saying, 
that their uncle, called by name Topae, ought to possess the same 
land by hereditary right; by this reason, viz. that the ‘ grand- 
fiither of the same Topaj, being in the llower of manhood, had 
passed over to Bliinteshain, and bad sougiit King Edward, in the 
territory called Grantcbructrc, at tlie the time when Tuli, the Earl, 
Iiad obtained the province of Hu NT fc. DUNE by force against the 
King, and for that cause lie ought to liave his land by right: — 
the whole of which, the wise men of that province, and the elders, 
who well remembered the time when Toli, the Earl, was slain at 
the liver Thames, pronounced ‘ frivolous.’ They said also, that 
^ King Edward had acquired the province of Iluutedune, and had 
suhjugaled it to his rule, before that he had possessed the county 
of Grantebruege:” they affirmed likewise, that ‘in the whole 
eoiinty of Hnntedune, there was not land so free, whirh through 
forfeiture, could not be lost, excepting two livers near Sjmlciivic.* 
They de< reed therefore, that Wlnotli should make the land of 
lllunleNhani (|uict to ^Edelwold, the Bishop, or should restore the 
money received to him. 

“ After these things, the whole county of Hnntedune was con* 
veiled by Beorhnotb, Alderman, and by Alfwold, and by iEdric ; 
and without delay th^re was a very great assembly. Wlnotli, be* 
hig summoned, brought with him very many liege men, viz. all 
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the bcfle r ones of the vi humireils; and Lefsi, late of Ely, ?>rou"hf 
there the Chiroi;8t|)h of Blunteshain. The claim beinj^ then lai(t 
open, and the truth of the matter canvassed, discussed, and trlvd 
hy they to(^k away Bhinteshain from the sons of Bo^an 

for two reasons: first, hecause. they liad invented falsely whatever 
they had said of Topir, and of tlicir j^nnidmother; and secondly, 
that he was more jwojier to have the land who had the Cliiro^raph^ 
than he who had it not. Then WIncth brought more than a tliou- 
sand liege men, that hv tlieir oath, he might make good his claim 
to the same land; hnt the sons of Bogan would not take the oath, 
llicreforc all ailjudgcd that WInoth sliould have Bhintosham: and 
they hy their faith promised that they would testify tlie same when 
there slionld be otension for it. Bui ulu n the whole of this was 
done, /Kdeluold, the Bishop, ga%'c Wlnotli xl shillings, and one 
war horse of the value of iii mares, because he had taken much 
trouble in this liusines'', and because he was about to pass the sea 
in the service of his lord.”* I:i the general confirmation of the 
possessions of the Church of Ely, granted by Edward tlie Con- 
fessor, Blnntisliain is mentioned, together with Sjvaldwich, Colne, 
and Soniersham, these being all the places in this county then 
belonging to tlie Abbey. 

The Church at Bluntisbain is remarkable from being one of the 
very fe\v wliose chnnccl terminates, not ciiTularly, as Mr. Gougli 
describes, but in a half hexagon ; each division of which is carried 
up pxraniidically, with buttresses at the angles, and is lighted bx 
a pointed window, separated by a mnllion into two parts, wulli 
trefoil beads. Tin's is a handsome and nearly uniform building, 
the thief variation being in three of the w indows on the noi lli side, 
the mullioiis of whicli have been removed, and the spaces filled 
up by modern glazing. At the west end is a good embattled 
tower, surmounted by a spire; and on the soutli side a large 
porch, opening under a pointed arch, above which is a broken 
niclie for a fetafnc, with sculptures of heads, and other figures : 
among them are two fl^>ing monsters, wit It distended jaws, for 
water spouts. The interior is light, ami decently kept: the iiav^ 
IS divided from the aisles by four pointed arches, on eacli 

side 
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rising from clustered piers; die roofs are of timber ^nd at 
the entraiK e of the cliancel is air old wooden ^^een, carved and 
ornaiuenled in the Gothic style. At the end of the north aisle 
is a Piscina ; ^and some ancient stained »la$s remains in the crockets 
of llie east windows. Among the Moiiuiiieiits is a white marble 
tablet ill memory of the learned Dr. S. Knight, who was Chaplain 
to (ieorge tiie First, and died Rector here in December, 1746’. 
He wrote the Lives of Dean Colet and Erasmus, as is mentioned 
in his epitapii, which is as tbliovvs: 

iliejuxta situs est Samuel Knight, S. T. P. 

Ecclosia! Liicnsis Prabendarius. Com; lierkiensis 
Arciiidiaconus, et luijus Ecclcsia; Rector; 
lU'i Ant'quariir cujuscunq. generis Cuitor Studiosus; 

Pr;ocipuc ve:u Farrux \'irorum Ingenii, ^‘i^lutis 
Ju L’lcrarum laude max'ir.t insignium I’auior cximlus, 

IVi^nt cii, qua* Scnpsii de vm'i lebusq. gestis 

Cekb: l^asmi et C’o'eii, palem lesiamum faciunt 
Consciouando assidiuiis. Rebus gerendis Sedulus. 

Prascrilm iis, quibus aut Armorem inter amicos 
J^ocorum longinqii t.iic disdios fuvere, 

Aut publicum Fccle^ia.• Comrr.odum promovere, 

Aut cpiuin plurimus prodesse p ;tuerii: 

Adco in Posieri'* jure commcndoiur 
I'anquum bumano generi Amicus. 

Laboribus, Siudiis, ci Kegouis tandem confccius 
Jn hoc loco placidam invenii quieieni, 

Reatam expectans Uesurreciioncm. 

Ob; ]yec : JO. J74G. Auat. 7'J. 

Hoc Moaumentum Hevereotix et Pictatis erga 
Posuit Filius unicus. 

I’lic Font isoufagoiml, and ornamented with sculptures of rosea, 
inasks; c'vc. On tlie noilh .Mde of the lower, at the west end, is 
nn ajmrtuient used as a Chariij/ School for poor boys of Blim- 
tisluun and Eritli, who arc taught reading, writing, and arithmetic; 
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the sd^iiry of the Master is defrayed by rents arising from 
lands. The ChS^li-yard commands an extensive view into Cam- 
bridgeshire, including the towers of Ely Cathedral, and several 
other churches. On a tomb-stone here is the following inscription 
on Adrian Lucus, a cele|*ratcd prize-fighter and wrestler, who 
died in May, 107 2 , 

Here lyes tlie Cc-nqueror conqiieredf 
Valiant as over JLnglaad bred, 

Whom neither art^ nor steel, nor strength. 

Could e’er subdue, till Death at length 
Threw him on iiis back j and here lie lyes. 

In hopes herealter to arise. 

The village principally consists of one long irregular street, tlic 
chief house being the Rectory, and standing at tlie upper end. 
This was built by the present Rector, the Rev. R.Tillard, about 
ten or twelve years ago, in place of a more ancient mansion : its 
situation is pleasant. The population of Bluntisham, as returned 
jn 1801, was 4-()0; the number of houses S3. 

In the year 17 -i*, u most cxtraoidinary IJuiricanc passed 
through this village, in its course from the south-west, in the 
neighbourhood of Huutiiigdon, to the sea near lynii. It began 
exactly at noon, and lasted about thirteen minutes, eight of them 
in full violence. The storm brought with it a mist, and seeming 
not thirty yards high from the ground, rolled along at the rate of 
a mile and a half in a minute, with a noise like thunder. The 
Rectory House was untiled, the statues and ballustrades on it 
blo\\;n down, as aiso all tlie stabling; sixty empty barns in the 
Parish, the alehouse, and about twelve dwelling houses out of 
100 , experienced the same fate; together with all the mills in its 
track, and many stacks of hay and torn. The pigeons that were 
caught in it, were dashed to pieces against the ground; and very 
few trees escaped. ‘^A'^t Somersfiani it blew with equal fury; but 
at Cambridge it was Wt so violent, though attended with tliundet 
yid lightning; ^pii^diiiy a few booths were blown down at Stur- 
Fair. AJP^^isbcch, where its couise was observed very 

narrowly, 
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narrowly, it was seen that there w ere two currents of ^uds, 
which moved on with great force and rapidity; oof from the north- 
west, the other from the south-w'est; and that these currents unit- 
ed belweeii Wisbech and Lyiin, when nothing couW withstand 
their violence; and the grejit Church of St. Margaret at Lynn was 
hlown down. When the storm had pa^ed, a calm succeeded for 
an iiour, and the wind then continued pretty high till ten o’clock 
at niglif.* 

EllIl’H, or Earith, a resjvectable hamlet belonging to Blun- 
(isiiam, is situated near tlie edge of the county on the road to 
Ely. The houses form a street about half a mile in length, and many 
of them are inhabited by Quakers, who have a meeting-house here. 
The number of inhabitants in 1801, was 362 ; that of liuuses Jl, 

About two farlongs from Erith, towards the north cast, is the 
tile of an Encampment, called the Bulivalh, wliu 1 1 appears 
to include between three and lour acres of grotUid. Erom its 
form, which is ncaily that of a parallelogram, with bastions at 
the angles, <S^c. it would sccni to be of no very remote origin, and 
was probably thrown uj> in llie Civil Wars. On tlie south-west and 
nortli sides, the ramparts are pretty bold, and strenglhcned by a 
ditch; but towards the east, where the contiguity ol’ I lie Ouse 
River rendered an attack available, tbe detences are not so 
strong. Bevond tlic moie regular works to the nortli«east, have 
been other entrenchments, though these can with fiitliculty be 
distinguislied from the emhankiiients of tlie fens. Tliis tbrtilica- 
tion has not hitherto been noticed in any printed anlhoiify. 

At COLNE, luiotlier member of the Soke of Somersham, re- 
sided, in tlie reign of Edward the Third, the La^iy Blanch Wake, * a 
near kinswoman of the King,’t whose yiansion was about the dis- 
tance of a mile from the palace belonging to liie Bisliops of Ely 
at Somersham . Ti;e contiguity of their estates occasioned ‘ many 
controversies to arise daily concerning bounds, and other mat- 

I i 4 tors,’ 

^ Gough's Cam, Vol. 11. p. 100: from Phil. Tran.. N. -101, p. 851, 

t ^5he was daughter of Henry, Earl of who wns nephew 

to Kdwprd the first. 
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Icrsj^lit’tvvccn tlic then Bishop, Thowas Lyl<k% iwil this Imly; 
aud as Mbe Bi4>op was a rough and plain man, hardly brooking 
such indignities as it is likeh a uoniaii of that nobility would be 
ready enough to offer,' she ^ conceived a deadly and inveterate 
malace against him, for wreaking wlieieof, she awaited an ojipor- 
tnnity/ This soon occurM; for the Uisliop having odended llie 
King, by repieliendiug him for a|)pointing Robert Stretton to the 
Bishopric of Lichfield, the Lady, ‘ thinking it now^ a tit time, 
commenced a suite against him, the grounde and colour wliereof 
was this. Cerleiiie lewde |K*rsous had fired some housing belong- 
ing to tlie said lady, and being apprehended, were content lo 
accuse the Bishop of this foule fact; and before ever the Bishop 
heard any thing of the matter, at the inj»tance of the lady, and 
commandment of the King, a Sisi Prius passed against him, ami 
adjudged him to the pa}ment of yuol. which presently lice 
was faine to lay downe.* Notwithstanding this, he appealed to 
a jury; but the lad>’s influence having |)rcvemed him from ob- 
taining a copy of the former judgment, * nothing could be done 
on wliicii he complained to the King; but wilii so much warmth, 
that Edward ^ accused him lo the Raiiiaiitent then assembled,’ by 
whom lie was sentenced ‘ne\er more lo come into the King’s 
presence.’ 

The enmity of tlie principals was taken up by their domestics; 
and not long attei wards, the Bishop’s Chainbtriain slew one of 
the Lady Blanch’s servants^ in a violent afl’ray, that originated in 
a dispute about the boundaries of the two estates. I’iie Bishop 
was soon accused as an accessary to the murder; and though 
^knowing himself’ guiltless,' yet fearing that this %vouId ‘ prove 
but 'as bis other sntes had done, Ire sold all his moveable goods, 
put tlie money into the hands of trusty friends, aud hid hitnselL 
This might not st ive turn; he was found guilty by the crowiicr’s 
inquest, and liis teu\ppraiities seized into tlie King’s hands. See- 
ing, therefore, the worst, (as lice thought,) he was content, upon 
suniinons, to app|j|ir in the King’s Bench, where he demanded 
trial by his ireeres, which the judges denied him, well knowing 
>lmt,^by^jin mjiiuary and honourable triall, they should not be 

able 
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atbir to coiul<!nine liim. A common J/tn/ of Urfzr ihe 

iW t’oiJiid him j/iiilfy, as accessary at U?r 1 lie fact;" torsor>th, ejitod 
pmJictifm lidduifum (the ChamlKrlaiii) pnxf pcrpctmtam frlonhtm 
rccepumct acienter; whuli, iiotwiHistandin", he to the last <;aspe 
with great protestations ever denied/ Jndgnicnf lierng pronounced 
against him, he appealed to the Aifht)ishop of Canlerhiirv, that 
he might he put to ‘ his cauonirall ])nr nation / hut the Primate 
advising Itiin to infreat tavor of the Kinir, he resolved to have 
recourse unto the Po|>o, to whom repayring, ho declared all fhe 
cireiinistaiices of his trouhle, from the hegiiining imfo the end. 
HereiijM)ii hU aceni»ers were cited to appear in fhe Pope's Court, 
and for not apjiearing, were cxcomnnniicated. The Hishoppe of 
Lincohie was commanded to denonnee this excommunication, 
wliidi he did, to his great trouble; and iiho, that if any ol the 
exconjuimiicute were dead, he slwnild cause them to be digged 
out of their gr«ives, and forbid them hnriall in holy earth. This 
IK'reinptorv dealing of tlie Pojie nnwed liie King unto great chol- 
ler; for divers of those that were e\< omnmnieafc, w« re persons 
ol no small aceonnt; some of them of his Priw Council. Pro- 
clamation was thereldrelnade tliroughont fhe realine, that, upon 
pnine of death, no man should hereafter he so Iiardv as to bring 
into fhe realme, anv kind of writing lumi the Pope’s Com t. Some, 
iiotwiihstandiiig, contrary to tliis prolnbitioi:, d< livered letters to 
the Bisliopi^ of llochester, then 1 iea>nrer ot England, from the 
l^ope, concerning this matier; and tearing the worst, had armed 
themselves; tins done, they shrnuke away, and bed; but wore 
^aon after apprehended, and di\er.sei> punished; some dismem- 
bered, others faiic and well hanged. 1 he P#)pe hearing of tliis, 
was so incensKl, that liee wrote a v^tv sharpe letter unto the 
King, breathing out terrible threats against him, if hee did not 
presently reconeiJe himself unto the IJi.slioppe, and cause tuU 
amends to bee made him for all the losse hee had sustained, 
vylher by the lady, or liim, in these troubles. The King was too 
^ise eytlier to do all hee required, or utterly to despise his autho- 
rity; the one he knew was not for his honour, nor (^o farre had 
diis tyrant incroached upon the authority of Princes) the other 

for 
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for Ijs safety. Warned by the examples of King John, Henry 
the Emperour, and oilier, hee thought good not to exasperate 
liim too much; and so was content to yea ide unto somewhat: 
but, before I he matter could grow to a full conclusion, it was 
otherwise ended b\ God, who look away the Bishop by death : 
be deceased at Avinioii (\vigiion) June ‘23, 1361, and was there 
buried."'^ Not any fragment of the Lady Blanch’s House is now 
standing ; and the Bisliop’s Palace at Somcrsliam has been equally 
destroyed. 

Colne was anciently a cbapelry to Soniersham ; but during (be 
era of the Cominonweullli, Colonel Wauton, brother-in-law to 
tlie Protector Oliver, and one of the King’s Judges, having re- 
ceived many kindnesses from Dr. Thomas Lawrence, head of Ua- 
iiol College, and Margaret Professor, when n prisoner at 0>3bid, 
procured it to be made a Rectory, !>y getting tlie snrail t>tlies 
annexed to it, anti tljcn presented it to the Doctor; the latter 
being then in great tiistress, his known lo}aIty having occasioned 
bis expulsion (roin ail Ins Church prctcrments.f 

Coh.e priucipaily consists of thatched cottages, scattered over 
a large plot of ground. Tiie house of the Lady Blanch V\ ake 
w^as, in the last cenliiry, inhabiled by the Drurj^s; and was wholly 
pulled down about eighteen or twenty years ago; the grounds 
round the site liave a park-like appearance. The Chitrch, wliich 
is almost half a mile i'rom tlie village, appears, ironi the st>le of 
its architecture, to have been erected about the lime of Henry the 
Tlurd. It consists of a nave, chance), and aisles, with a tower 
Qt the west end, standing ulihin the area of tlie Church, similarly 
to that at Slone in Kciit,| and being open to the allies, but not 
to the nave, on which si^e the arch has been wailed up for addi- 
tional support. Between the nave and aisles on eacli side, arc 
ft ur wide arches, rising from octagonal columns; an obtuse arch 
separates the nave and chancel. In the south wall of the latter 

is 


^ Godwin’s Cal. of Eng. Bishops, p. 209 — 272. Edit. 1015. 
f Wood’s Ath. Oxon. Vo!. II. p. 13(5. 

J See under Stone, p. 571,-2, 
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is w Piscina ; arid at the end rif the south aisle, where w^as pftba- 
blv a Chapel, is a double Piscina. Some mutdated remains of 
arms and figures in stained glass, ap|>ear in tw'o or three of tlie 
windows : the .windows of llie aisles in liie w^est wall are of the 
lancet form. On a grave-stone in the nave is the indent of a 
Kuiglit under a canopy, with shields of arms al)ove ; tlic brasses 
gone. The walls are supported by hnttresstS ; thi>se of the west 
wall are particularly strong, lliis edifice was new roofed, and 
other\vise repaired, in ISO 7 . 

The Manor of the Sokc^ of SOMRPiSMAM, w hich includes 
tlie several Parishes of Somershani, Pidley, Colne, niuutislrani, 
and Eritli, belonged some years shire to the JLnnmonds of 
Kent, and was afterwards the property of tlie Duke ot Manches- 
ter hv purchase from the last Thomas Haiinnoud, Esq. who left no 
childreii/T It has since been bought by Sir Robert Rurtou, KnC 
who lias dis)>osed of a considerable portion of llie estates, but still 
retains the manorial rights. 

Somershani was given to the Monastery of Ely hv the brave 
l>uke Biithnoth, or Hrithiiod, in the year with siveral other 
valuable manors, on the condition tliat, if he sliuuld be slain in 
battle, the Mmiks should inter his body in llu ii church ; and tlii^ 
as the e\ent demanded, they punctually perloriued. I'he ciicuin- 
stauccs which led to this valuable donation, are stated at length in 
the Librum EliemaiiyX from which it appears, that Briihnoth 

having 

* 'Soke generally sign 16es franchise, liberty, or jurisdiction ; sometimei 
a territory or prcciiKt/ KaL Doiu. p. :ijO, 

t Gough’s Cam. Vol. l1. p. I 

} IJh. II. Chap. 0. '^riic account given by the liiy liinorian, when 
divested of some portion of its vtibiage, is nearly lo.iov\s. *• d hat 
most nf»l)le person, Biuthnoth, was tl.o bra\ii.i Duke ol the Ni>r- 
thuiTibrians ; and, fur ins wonderfu: nisdew, and bodily courage, was 
surnanied by all, Alderman, lie was eloquent in spetch, robust in 
strength, large in body, active in wailare, ai'd beyonvi it:e.isure cou- 
rtigeous ; besides which, he reverenced the church, and bestowed his 
whole patrimony for the use of the mini-Uisof God. lie passed his 

wdiole 
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liamg been refused a sutticiency of food for himself, and his com* 
imaioiis ki arms, at the Abbey of Ramiey, when on their way to 
oppose the Danes at Malden^ rejiaired to Kiy ; where the Abhot, 
and his Convent, treating liim with nmcli greater hospitalilv, lie, 
to recompense their bounty, gave them the manors alhidod to. 
It seems probable that the Soke of Soniersham was sc^paiated 
from the See of Ely at the Dissolution, as it is described in the 
Cotton M.S. as his • Majesties Manor ;’ and the l\dacL\ “ which 
James Stanley, the lavish and expcncefiil Bishop of Ely, heau- 

liiied 

whole life in defciuliiig the liberties of his counn v, and would sooner 
die than suffer an injury done to it to go unrevenged. 'i he re fore, when 
the Danes, at a ceitain time, had landed at MaldmiCf (MaMcn.) he 
hastened to encounter them with an armed force, and slew almost tl.e 
whole of them »n the bridge over the river. 'J'he few u!io got back, 
animated their brethren to revenge the deaths of their countrymen, and 
in the fourth year afterwards they again land at Maldune, undc*r ihcir 
leaders, Justin and Gutlimund ; and immeciatcly give out that they 
are come to avenge their ff»rrner loss, and proclaim * that he should be 
accounted a coward, who should not dare to enter into combat with 
Brithnod.* 

T;,e Duke, incensed ar thtir boldness, summoned his former com- 
panions to this enterprizc, nnd, spurred on by his loo great courage, be 
took his way to the war witli only a few warriors. In the course of 
his way, he drew near to Ramsey Abbey, and requested entertainment 
and provision for his men. It was told him that the place was rmt suf- 
ficient for so great a number ; but that himself, and seven of his cc^m- 
panions, might have whnt he desired, lo this, it is said, the Duke 
thus replied; * Let# the J.ord Abbot know that 1 alone, without the 
ioldiers, will not dine ; hec.'^use I alone, without them, am not able to 
ight.' So departing, he directed his way to the Church of Ely, in- 
orming the Abbot A£Isi, that he, with a small force, was about to cross 
)ver the Island to battle, and that if he pleased, himself and his com- 
lanlons would sup wiiii him. 'J he Abbot, with the consent of his Con- 
sent, replied^ that * in a work of charity, he was not terrified with 
my number, but rather rejoiced at their arrival.’ 

** Beini therefore reci ivi d, with all his companions, he is entertained 
vUhii'l^ingly hnspitalitvi and throiigli the diligent attention of the Monks, 
ieflamed with a great love of the place : nor did it seem to him 

that 



HUNTIN«DONSItTRE. 


497 # 


tilled and enlarged,” is there said to Iravc been annexed to^the 
Crown by exchange. Godwin says, that, during the eight years 
and a lialf that Bisho)> Stanley enJo\ed his prcteriiieiit to Ely, he 
-pent very little or no time in that city, but lived all the sum- 
mer at Soinersiian?, keeping ronipauy with a certain woman in 
a very otlensive manner ; and all the winter he would bee with his 
hrollier in Derbyshire/''* The only w ing which remained of the 

Bishop's 

that he had ever done any thing good, h‘ he sliould iiave left this kind- 
ne.>.i unrewarded. On the morrow then, he came into the Chapter- 
lious , uod returning thanks to the Ahhot and Convent for so hberal a 
cl. '.ihy, }w, in recompence, immediaicly gave tlu m these capital 
man irs, Sjuildcivirlt, Tn/mpluiunc, fiutendunc , f/cshiriei Sclitmif and. 
Jchvli ; and setting forth the business on whitn l e was going, he granted 
tl»eni, cn the condjiion that if he fell in battle, his body should be 
brought hither, and buried, the other manors of Juillburnc, Ihci'crc^ 
Impctdncy /\iJHpcii'ord( , CrochvsiunCy finebt yge, h'itpciaiie, 
IJtrdziic, and Sunurc^iiat/i, wiiU its appendages j and more than these, 
tliii ty marcs of goid, and twenty pounds (T silver : he adorned this 
d 'naiicjn with two golden crossc s, wiilt two borders of his rrbe, pre- 
c.i"iidy wrought with gold and jewels, and with two gloves artfully 
iii.ide. Afterwards commending himself to th.e prayers of th<? 
breti'.ren, he instened w :ih hi* companions to the war. 

“ On arriving, he was neither sh^KtMi f)v the fewness of his ovvn 
company, nor intimidated by the multitude of his enemies, but he 
directly engaged tiiem, an<l for iburieeu davs artleiuly strove with 
i.t m. At iength, few of lus warriors r< ir.nning, he pvrcciva d that he 
must die, yet even tins did not abate ins ardour, and a great slaughter 
of ills entmics being made, he bad almost tunud tl/m to flight, when 
the {\}c, enctiuraged by the vvcakncsb of hi^ toir.pnnic.'iis, conccntfaicci 
thenisolves in the form of a wedge, and wSh ot.e atcord, rushing u}>o:i 
him, with great lalxjur cut off his head, whilst ligl.ring, and carried it 
b'vmi thence into their own ceuniry. But the Abbot t'.aving heard the 
ewiit of the war. went with some of his Monks to the field of battle, 
•^nci liaving found the body, brouglu it to this Church, anci buried it 
wiih honour, fixing on, in place of his head, a round lump of wax; by 
which mark, being recrjgnized long afterwards, he was placed honour- 
“abiy iinorig others.*’ Ibid. 




^ (.hit. of Kng. B. 
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Bishop’s Palace, but which formed a good house, and was Iiilia* 
bited by the Hammonds, was pulled down about thirty years ago 
by the late Duke of Manchester. 

Somersham was jmrt of the jointure of Henrietta Maria, Charles 
llie First's Queen ; during the Civil Wars it was granted in fee 
simple, “with the park, chace, and five manors, together wilh 
half the manors of Crowland and Spalding,’' to the Cfdonel 
Wautoii already mentioned under Colne, “ in satisfartiim for 
21321. 6s. then due to him for monies advanced for the use of llu 
Commonwealth the grant bears date in November l64<). The 
Colonel “ very much improved Soinersliani by erecting decoys, 
ice, hut immediately before the Restoration, (on the eve ol‘ \v{)i(r{i 
Wauton had retired to the Conlincnt,) the common people, to 
express their dislike to him, broke in, and total!} destroyed them.'’* 
The Hammonds became Lords of the Soke of Somersham soou 
after the Restoration. 

Somersham is a considerable and pleasant village, ajid, from 
the houses being most ly w liite-waslicd, has an air of cheerful clean- 
liness not often seen. It principally consists of one street, about 
three-quarters of a mile in length, running east and west, with a 
second, but much shorter street, crossing tlie former at right an- 
gles, near the upper end. The Church is a noble and sj>aciou> 
building, standing on a tine gravelly eminence, and, with the ex- 
ception of some of the window s, is quite regular in its construction. 
It consists of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a substantial tower, 
embattled, at the west end, and two porches, now disused, at the 
sides: in the soulli {)Oich is a large stone buson for holy water. 
The nave is separated from the chancel by a very large }>oi])t (‘0 
arch, and from the aisles by four others on each side, with (Icc[» 
grooved mouldings, rising from piers of clustered three-<]uuiter 
columns. The roofs of the nave and aisles are of timber, and 
leaded above; the corbel supporters display a singular mixture of 
curious and grotesque carved figures: the area is well-pewed, and 
across the West end is a large gallery. Tlie chancel, which is the 
oldei^ part of the building, and apparently of the time of Henry 

tlic 


^ Noble’s Crom. Vol. II. p. C27. 
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the I'iuid, Ivas^ 3everal lauce lights, besides those of the cast win- 
dow, which is divided into three large ones, and lias a small co- 
liiimi running down the middle of each division, la the south 
wall, near the altar, is a double Piscina, and a triple graduated 
Stone Seat, separated by light shafts, with pointed headed arches 
above. Tlie whole Church is in a good state of repair; and, with 
the exception of the chancel, is covered over with a thick stucco, 
partly coni])osed of small gravelly pebbles. The building itself 
is of stone, chiefly consisting of a congeries of shells; and various 
other clmrclies, both in this county and in Camliridgcshire, are 
l<uilt with a similar kind of material. At the end of the chanoel 
i.> a mommient for Anthony Hammond, Esq. a former Lord 
of this Manor; the inscription is as follows: 


Ilic juxta requiescit Anthonius Hammond, Arm. Dnshujus 
Manerii, ex autiqiiissima (litulo Albani) apud Cantianoi 
ilanmiondonim Sede oriundus, Anthonii Ciulielmo Equitc 
Auraio nati, teriius natu qui Amiciam lieu! Brown ex 

Agro Gloucestr. Ar. filiam duxir Uxorem exqu filios rcliquit 
duos tantum Anihonium Ferdinandumq. Summae Spei Juvenes 
supcrsiitcs, inter Justiciarios, (ut 1 'quuntur) Pads & Quorum, 
ncc non Prafectos, (quos vocant Deputy Lieutenants,) Comi- 
tatos Huniingdoniensis co-optatos. iixe aliaq. complurima 
(quibus apud suos I'uncius e^t) Munw*ra, Summa turn Modcra- 
iLnc, turn Prudentia & Integrirate adminisnavit, Lidem Regi 
ha?reditariam, Suinma erga M.itrem Eiclesiam Angl. obstr- 
vaniiaj, conjunxit, Palriam Cariiuic i’ami^iarcs ccmiiatc exi- 
mia semper coluit. Quie om^iia nc Ignoj'arius Lector per- 
petuac Mariii Memoria? quern unice diicxii (vitissim unice di- 
iceta) hoc Monumentum suis Sumpiibus pon! cuiavit macren# 
Uxor. Obiit Mens. Sept. 14. 


Anno 


! 


Domini 1680 
iEiaiis 


III the pavement, within the altar rails, are three large slabs 
that have been inlaid with Brasses o\' Priests, o:.e only of v>hicli 
now remains; but the inscription is gone: the ligure is in a sacer- 
dotal habit, and holds the sacrameutal cup, and consecrated 

wafer. 
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wafer. In the south aisle is another slab now divested of its Brasses?, 
which have represented a person in armour, with diflerent shields 
of arms. Ti)is is probably the grave-stone of Richard Thxva^tcs, 
whose cj>itaph is thus recorded in the Colton Manuscript. 

©if jacct Rifufi ^Thteapfco Slrm* ct QuonTiam SJ^atijafjjallu^ 
©ospitii Out uHi llm* <!^lienet&_^^Ep ocopi* SDhiu 
quiitto tne iJPcaiStifii ^cptcmbria iDni 14^7- CujuCi 

Among the other monuments, are two against the north wall fur 
the Wliiston family. One of them records the iiieinory of the 
Ba* Danitl Whiston, (younger brother to the celebrated rnathc- 
matichm,) who, “ lor conscience sake, was fifty-two years Curate 
of this Parish,” and died in April, aged eighty-two: the 

other coinmemorates his only daughter, ]\Irs> Susannah Wcsl^ ‘ a 
pious, learned, and excellent woiiian/^ her Imsbam), the Bt'v» 
John West; and her brother, the Rev, Thomas Whiston, who was 
matiy years Minister of Hamse>, and died at the age of eighty, 
in May, 179o: the expiring words of llie laic Lord Roscommon, 
who died in Italy, forms liis epitaph: 

My G'»d, my father, and my friend. 

Do not (ijrsake me in the end. 

The rich living of Sonicrsham is annexed to the Regius Pro- 
fessorsiiip of Divinity at Cambridge, and now held by tlie venera- 
ble Bishop of Llaudatf: tiie parochial diilU\s arc performed by a 
Curate, Weever says, ‘ Williaiii Weller (or Wolfere) Parson of 
iSoiner^ham, was Master of the Rolls, serving Edwanl the Tliird, 
in the Chancery, fortic y<'ais and niore.'J The site of the Bishop 
of Ely's Palace, which stohd at a short diNtance westward from the 
Church, is partly built on: the adjacent grounds still retain ves- 
tiges of their ancient apjiropriation. 

A Mineral 


* 


Gough’s Cam. Vol. 11. p. 


159. 


i Ibid. 


+ Fun. Mon, p. 79, Fdit. 1031. 
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A Mineral Spring was discovered at Somersham by the late 
Dr. Layard, who priiited a small treatise concerning it in 1/59, 
and whose experiments, with those of Dr. Morris, on its waters, 
were published in the fifty-sixth volume of tlie PliilosophicalTran- 
sartions: its virtues are now but little noticed. 

‘‘ About the year 1731, near the road leading from Somersham 
to Clratteris, in a jiiece of fen-land belonging to William Thomp- 
son. Esq. the plough turned up and broke a small urn, containing 
several Homan coins; and Mr/ I'hompson, and the Rev. T, 
Whiston, of Ramsey, digging near the spot, found another, which 
contained about sixty, mostly copjKT, and of the later Emperors,”''^ 

PIDLEY cum Fenton are members of the Soke of Somersham, 
anfl, with the exception of a good farm-house or two, chiefly con- 
si a of about forty tliatched cottages, scattered along the cross- 
road leading to Warbovs, two miles west from Somerbham. Pid- 
ley Church is a small building, presenting nothing worthy of 
des( ription. 

Or.D HURST, and WOOD HURST, are ‘‘ Iwm small villages, 
whose ChapcLs are in the gift of the Vicar of St, lves.”t The 
former contains only seventeen scatteied liouses, and the Church, 
wliicii is very small, and of one pace: the Font is octagonal, and 
each taco is scnl[>tnred with a representation ol an interlaced point- 
eel window. Wood Hurst toniains about forty houses, of better 
construction than those of the other village; its Church consists of 
a nave, chancel, and south aisle: the chancel is of brick, with a 
large east window in tile modern st>lc. This neighbourhood, as 
the names of both villages imply, was formerly woodland, and 
some timber still remains about Old Hurst, though much has b15en 
recently cut down. But the most remarkable thing near to Old 
Hurst, is a very large square htonc as you go to St. ives, wdth a 

VoL. VII, Aig. 180S. K k * very 

^ Gough’s Camden, p. 139. 

t Gough’s Cam. Vol. II. p. 138, The Cotton MS. says, *Sir 
Nicholas Pedley (if Ilumingdon, hath the impropriation’ of Old Hurst; 
^t^d that « the vicaridge uf Wood Hurst is a reputed member of Si. Ives.' 
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▼ery ancient inscription, not now lefijible: it is suppo.icd Ihc ITinl- 
dred of Hurstin^stonc look its name from tins town nnd stone/** 
WAIIBOYS, or Wakbois, formerly spelt Jf'ankbnys, a con- 
siderable village on the high road from Huntingdon to Ibunsey, 
consists principally of detached houses, mostly tliati lu.‘d ; in the 
north part forming a large triangle, surroiuulMig a close or green 
of that figure, and liaving a long bnmcli extending towards the 
south, and lerminating with the Church. This edifice consists of 
a nave, chance!, and aisles, with a north and south porch, ai>d a 
handsome tower and spire at the west end: the njrper stage of the 
lower is of light and not inelegant architecture; and (ho s])irc has 
a pleasing, though singular, efiect, from taking its rise irinncdiate- 
ly from the baUlcments, and not, like most others, from uithiii 
the square. The cliaiiccl has been partly rebuilt, and so inucli 
shortened, that the grave-stone over a former Rector, who was 
buried inside t!ie Church, is now in the Church-yard; the ea'>t 
window is in the modern Venetian style. The nave is divided 
from the chancel by a wide Norman arch, having a corded zig- 
zag moulding, springing from two three-i|uartt*r duplicated co- 
lumns at the sides; and from the aisles by pointed arches, suj>- 
ported on circular columns: thereof is of timber. Tlie tower 
has been open to the nave by a very high pointed arch. In tiic 
windows, which arc not all uniform, in tl>e crockets and .smaller 
iight.s, are many fiagnicuts of stained (Jluss, representing Ivuighlj, 
kings, saints, and angels. In the chancel, against the north wall, 
are two small but tasteful momuneuts by Bacon, in munoiy of 
John Lanan, Esq. of Northaw, Herts, wlio died in Septet nb; r, 
and his relict, Elizabeth, (aflcnvards wile to \Mliiain 
Strode, Esq.) ‘daughtef of Captain Philip Worth, many uars 
Commander in tlie East India Company’s service, who died in 
December, Ih- above genllenraii was descended froin 

* Sir Jolin Leman, once Lord Maior of London, wlio bought tln^ 
faire Manor of Sir Oliver Williams, alias Cromwell, K. B.’t 
the reign of James the Tirst, On a slab in the middle of the nave, 


^ Cough's Cam. Vol. IL p. lo8,-9. 
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i? a fuH-lenath Bra.^^s of a Priest, imder the imletit of a Gothic 
cMnojvv; the inscription gone. 

William Johnson, D. D. Rector of this towne, was author of 
a hook intituled 'JJcns Nohiscinn'^ or a Sermon preached upon a 
yiH'iil Deliverance at Sea, witli a Narrative annexed,' &cci 

w herein it is said, tliat ‘ he was twice sliipwrackt, and that lie lived 
tour da vs williont anv sustenance, and lay two nights and two 
days n|H>H a rock in the deep several times, all hope of life being 
Ifikeii away.’ — ^Thc said Dr. Win. Johnson had been (Fellow) of 
(liuecifs College, Chaplain and Suh Almoner to King Charles the 
Stuond, ami most witty and pious man living : he died Arch- 
deacon of Huntingdon, INTarcIi, 10*6*6-7, and was buried at West- 
niiii'lcr, a't. fifty-four.”^' 

Tile Witch KS of Warboj/s, as the ilnfortiinate family of the 
Sanr.idls have been denoiiiuated by the credulous votaries of a 
rank aud debasing superstition, occujvy a most distinguished page 
ill the bloodv annals of Witchcraft. These miserable victims to 
popular delusion, were John Samwell, Alice, liis wife, and Ann, 
tli(’»r daughter; all of whom, in defiance of coniuion sense, and 
in the absence of all rational cvideiKe, were publicly tried, and 
♦executed. Their history, as given at length in a pamphlet of the 
lime, furnishes a memorable instance of the infatuated credulity 
in regard to witclicraft, which at tliat period possessed even the 
'luperior ranks df the comniuiiity; and shews Iiow' strongly the 
hnnian intellect may be fettered by prejudice and folly. The title 
6t the Narmtive, as reprinted at London in 16,93, is as fol- 
lows; ‘The most strange and admirable 7J/.vrc;:r/:> of the three 
\N itches of Warboys, arraigned, convielfcd, and executed, at Iliiut- 
ingdoiii M tliis County, for the bewitching tlie five Dauglifers of 
llobert Throckiiibrton, Esquire, and divers other Persons, with 
Suiidrie devilish and grievous Tornienls; and also for bewitching 
^into Death, the Lady Croiiiweli: the like hnlli not been heard of 
*n this Age,' It will be seen from the <»peiiiMg of tlic Narrative, 
the w hole of tlic dreadful business sprung from the observation 
«f a diikil 

K k 2 About 
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AImmi! liic trnlli of Novrm^wr, 5 5 SO, Mistress Jasu', one of 
ihc dau<rl]tors of ?^fastor Throckmorton, hdii^neare the a^c often 
years, fell the soainc (smfeion^ into a stran!:;c kimi of su ktiess, 
the olieivof was as lollooetli. Sometime slw w<iuM 

very hnult* aiM^ tlfirkc tor the space of halfe an lioure to- 
::rthcr, and present )y as one in a swone iay qnkMiy as lonq; some- 
urae she wouhle siiake one lejr, ami no oilier part of lier. as it rhe 
l^ilcsie fimi t.^een in ll ; soiwtirne tlie other: preseiilly she uonld 
shake one of Iier arms, am! then the other, in Uiis manner siie 
had continued to Ik* uflerted for s^'vcral d:i\K, hut without any 
suspicion of witrhrrnft, when ohi c Stnnjtrl ra«ic to vi^it the 
skk child, an 1 sal < 1 * *0 n h\ the <h 1 c of l;er in the chimnev corner. 
ljavh\" a h\Ai\ k!!il cap on her head, 'fid'' t’ne <dnlde '^oon o!>- 
srrved, and ]K>intinu: a? jicr, exclaimed, * (fiiuxlniotlicr, look 
where (he old witeli sitlcthe; did ydli ever see one more like a 
w'itcli than 4I10 i'? 'J'akc olf her Idacko thnimh’d rap, tor I rau- 
not ahkle to look a 1 'I he child afterxvards became woisc; 

and Dr. Banow, ^ a inan well Known to be cxnHent ^kilfnl in 
phi^kkr/ h (‘jn:r *jp))lier| to, re|X'ntedly Irird the eH’ect of Ins pre- 
scriptions without success, mu! then s.dd, that ‘‘ ho had had some 
ex|X'rk*nte <d tlie mnlire of some witche's, and he verily thouirht 
tlrat their xvus s<Mno Kind of socorie and ivitrljcrafl wrmi^ld to- 
w^ards tliis child.'* Evarlly one month afterwards, more of me 
daughters were s<d/ed with tiie. same malady, and com|»lained in 
the same nianuer of* Mother Samnek* Six of the servants, also, 
who were at diflVrent periods afflicted in a similar W’ay, bronL:ht 
tlic^sanie Kind of rhui::e nuainst the now sfrom^ly-rcpnted witili, 
who w'as reported to 1 ^' confedcralc^d with nine familiar spiriiN 
whose vkits to her were gciiemlly paid in the assumed (orm of 
dun chickens, 

Jnst before tlie ensn'me Christmas, one of the diildren was 
attacked with a more vitdent fit than it had yet ex}H*rienc(*d, and 
was * threatened by the spirit witli one still more terrible f though 
at the same time, niollicr Samuel, who was present, was so * ai- 
fected at die si«:ht, that she praxed many times, that she might 
never see the like again ia aiiv of tht in.' The children then en- 
treated 
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Iier if* covii'eft^^, tli^t ^they be vcIF, and keep a 

nu i f v vmii ibeir tulher alM> secoiuled their eiitreiUies; 

hut in V4in, lie then reqiuated her to chari;c the spirit, that ins 
<!:uinhtvr e^vvipe tin: ii- vufU \\iiicli site was threatened; on 

rdiit h ^iie ‘ pr^st aiiv said, I cliar^e tht*c, Sph ir, m the name et 
(i.ni, that jNiisIress Jane lu vei have this tit.' And a^ahn at tiie 
ialher^s request, the old woman ehari^e<t the rpiril ^ irj the siane 
manner/ to leave all the childrt-n hinueduiteU, and ne ver toietnn* 
to tiieru ajL;ain. ‘■iwarcc had she uUeitul these word's, het’ore tliree 
ot them, who were then in their fits, and Irafl -o txmlmuetf. for the 
Sparc of three v\cehis wiped tiuir eves, anil nM'^ully *lood upon 
tiieiv lei'i^es/ event appears to iuivv* sufjaised iherild ivonnni 

iieiself, who liurnedutclv Icil upon her ktut>. aii i iahxuiin^ iVIr. 
'i'hfoeknunton to torsive her, ctmi'es.Nfd ihal slie wasulie tause- or 
ah (iis cbiidiens’ timihlt s; and on i1k‘ foilOkMUi^ dnv, slie puhheiv 
confuined this ccwife>s!on i|| liie Clrauh. M..- was ih^ u p( ia/nted 
lo fio iioiue; hut lier alir eliuii:-, vJau in iIk ui In i 

;t>suine<l their iiutv'.ral tone, slit* d'.'in r Uiiujj ir.ui 
iii'fhrt heeii iinluted U» Uv 'voovUedue. dhi' e< »i;munk.d;-.d 
Ui >ir. 'i'niocknuH lou, lu* thoL'.Ueiic i ivt.iLv*u; ft (die the Ju'*** 
tices. aial <»u iier sUn u!s :?> h*,: Luu i» lu lie jrave the 

constables in thuu'e lo>lh ol hei aitU ut c..^, litr u.iUiihlej. 
ynd on ihc same lias iheyweit !akt ii the ltislu>p oi Lineolu 

<A r>Uikdcn. Here, on hiu fU’Jeient t\auuuuliu’fi<, die wa^ ieil to 
r^iastevs that ‘ a dun t lurkeu did. hequtiitiv siu k oa her chm he- 
iiae It cauic to Mr. i'hr.K Usnostou > huuse, and tiiat the III and 
iioiihle which had i onie ti> hLs chihiuo, had taaiie by the invaius 
the ikiid dun eiutkeii; ilu.» she knew liie Kud diui ebiikeu vmj> 
;or,e u\m\ the rhildren, heramNe it was etnue with tlie jtsi \ru?v» 
kvr, imd they weie iln*n in llie nf /.’o’/k, and niutU: 

her so full that she could seant lace hii <xu'i; and that on du: 
^vav as slie came, th<‘% vxi-^utd iecc .. d.al k:e luifse A\c rid ou 
did hdl dowsie, and was not able to carrie her.' liuse insane 
nuin|>s, with many <iliier> of shuita impurK were tiuuiglU sidli- 
eunit by the Sequent Prelate, and tv. > Jushces, his assisti\n!>, fo 
Nvavraul her eoiuinitlal to the "nol at IhnUim^don, to::.elber w()h 

her 
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her claugliter, again^^t wljoni there as yet appears to have horn no 
specific charge ! 

Previous to these latter events, however, the chiIfhTl0r were vi- 
sited by the Lady of Sir Henry Cromwell, and she had not been 
long with them, when (hey fell into their usual fits, * an occurrence 
which invariably look place whenever any strangers carno to sec 
them/ — “Whereupon, she caused inotlier Samuel to be sent for, 
and taking l)er aside, she charged her deeply with this w'ilrlicrafr, 
using also some hard speeches to her; but she stiffly deninl all, 
saying, ‘ tliat Master Throckmorton and his wife did her nmrh 
wnong, so to bkinie her without cause.’ Lady Cromwell, unabU 
to prevail with her by good speeches, sodainly pulled otf lier ker- 
cher, and taking a pair of sheeres, clij^ped off a locke of her haiie, 
and gave it privately to Mistress TInockmorton to burn; upon 
^vliich mother Samuel, in resentment, oj^erated upon Lady Crom - 
well, bewitching her in like inannen Her Ladyship's fits v/ere 
much like to the childrens; and that saying of mother Samuel, 
* Madam, / nevt:r hurt mu as j/cty would never out of her mind.' 

At the quarter sessions folhnving the committal of the girl and 
her mother, Mr. Throckmorton requested the High Sherirf and 
the Justice to sufi’er him to “ baile this maide, and to have her 
home to his house, to sec whether any such evidences of gnillnes 
W'ould appear against her, as had before apjieared in the children 
against her mother." After some demur, this was consented to ; 
and within a few days after Agnes Samuel had accompanied him 
home, “the children fell all of them into their fits; luid then 
the spirits did begin as plainly to accuse the daughter as ever 
they did the inotlier, and to tell the children, that ‘the old woman 
hath set over her spirits Jo her daughter, and tliat she had levatck- 
td than all over agai/nc.^ 

On the suggestions of < (he Spirits,* various proofs of the guilt 
of the hapless girl were afterwards tried, and, as the Narrative 
affirms, always with ‘ instant success,' as was ‘ repeatedly proved 
by diiTerent people, and even by the Judge himself, the day 
before the trial of the culprits/ One of these proofs was a 
ciinrm, or formula, conceived in the following words : ‘I charge 
^hee, Devil, as I am a witch, and a worscr witch tiian my mother, 

und 
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an<i to the death of Lady Cromwell, tiial tliou suffer 

this child to Ixi well at present/ — Encouraged, as it were, by the 
aaojilioii paid to ilieir remarks, ‘ the Spirits* now began to accuse 
tlic Ihllier, Suftiut;!, as they had before done the niotlier and 
daughter; anfl appealed to siiiiiiar charges in attestation of the 
tnifli of tlitir accusation; but, from the perversity of circum- 
^tatlces, utid the ^ obstinacy of the old man,' this was only once 
proved previous to the trial of the three delinciuents. 

On the fifth of April, 1593, tliese three wicked offenders 
were aiYaigned bdbre Mr. Justice Tanner, for bewitching of the 
Lady Cromwell to death ; and for bewitching of Mistress Joane 
Throckmorton, Mistress Jane Throckmorton, and others; when 
Master Dorrington, Doctor of Divinitie, and Parson of the town 
of\Varl)o\s; 'I hoinas Neet, Master of Arte, and Vicar of Elling- 
ion; the father of tlicse aiilicted chikhen, and others of their re- 
lations, appeared as evidence against tliem. By these, the before 
K'Jatcii proofs, presumptions, eircunistance.s and reasons, with 
Hiaiiy others of the same species, were at large delivered, until 
both the Judge, Justices, and Jury, said openly, ‘that the cause 
was must apparent;’ and that Mheir consciences were well satisfied 
liiat the sayed witches were guiltie, and had deserved death/ 
During llie trial, Mistress Jane Throckmorton was brought into 
court, < and there in her fit, was unable to siieak, or to see any 
one, though lur eyes i^erc open/ till old Samuel, intimidated by 
liiv threat of the Judge, that, if he persisted in his retusal to pro- 
nounce tlie charm, ‘ the court would hold him guiltie of llie crimes 
whereof he was accused,’ said “ in the hearing of all tiuit were 
present, ^ as I am a witch, and did consent to the death of Ladie 
Cromwell, so 1 charge thee Devil to sufi'or Mistress Jane to* come, 
out of her fit at tliis present */ whicli words were no sooner spoken 
by llie old wilcb, but the said Mistress Jane, as her accustomed 
order was, wiped her eyes, and came out of licr fit/' 

On such puerile and conteinplihle evidence were these ill-fated 
beings adjudged guilty, ami eoiulcmned to die. At tlie place of 
execution, the mother, who was nearly eighty years old, and whose 
fucuilies were im[)aired by age, and still lurthcr by the hiutal 

Iv k -t rcusoaiugs 
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reasonings of those who had supported the aecusatioiis of witch-’ 
craiJt, ‘ confessed her guilt/ and asserted, that her husband was 
her associate in * Uiese wicked proceedings;' at the same |iine she 
strenuously exculpiitetl her daughter. The father resolutely denied 
the charge against him; and the daughter, with ^qual w^armth, 
protested her own innocence; but “ being willed to say the Lord's 
Fjayer, and the Creed, when as slie stood uj>on the ladder ready 
to he executed, she said the Lord’s Prayer, until she came to say, 
‘ but deliver us Ifoin evil,' the which she could by no means pro- 
nounce; and in the Creed, she missed very much, and could not 
say that she believed ‘ in the Catholic Church.” It lias been al- 
ready mentioned, that the ‘ goods of the much-injured suft’ciers' 
were declared Ibrfeited to Sir Henry Cromwell as Lord of the 
Manor of Warboys, who gave them tor tlie purpose of having an 
annual sermon preached at Huntingdon tor ever, against * the sin 
of wifchi ratt.'^ May not tins sermon liave tended to encourage 
that strong belief in witches which is still current among the com- 
mon people of this county, and which, as some recent events at 
Great Paxton evidently prove, cannot always he restrained to the 
mere abuse of the presumed erimiiial? It would certainly be more 
to the credit ol the parties wow concerned, if the discourse or sermon 
were constantly employed to discountenance the vulgar belief in 
witchcraft; which, whatever may be the opinion of tliose vvhogi\e 
the tone to colloquial expression in the upper ranks of society, is 
still by far too general among the lower classes in man} parts ul this 
kingdom. 

On the left of tlie. road leading from Warboys towards Bury, 
at tlfc corner of a field, is a large Barrow, whicli appeals to have 
been opened. 

BUllY, or Beery, formed parcel of the possessions of Ramsey 
Abbey, and as such became the property ol’Sir Richard Williams, 
alias Cromwell; his descendant, Henry Williams, Esq, sold it to 
John Bainbridgc, who was lord in J 6o4.t Some years allerwards, 

in 
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in 1675, it was purchased by Sir John Barnard, Bart, of Bramp- 
Ion, from whom it descended to I lie late Sir Robert Barnard, Bart, 
and liift|||ppresent alive is now owner. The Church stands upon a 
hill, on which also are a few cottages; but the village itself is 
situated so^ne distance in the bottom, and consists of about 
forty tliatchod houses. Over a brook between it and tiic Church, 
is a strong stone bridge of two arches, supposed to have been 
built by some Abbot of Ramsey.’^ The Church consists of anave> 
chancel, and north aisle, with an embailled tower at the west 
end, which, though much dilapidated, e\hibits many vestiges of 
architectural beauty. All the lower part has been o))en; to the 
nave by a double semi-circular arch, s]>riiiging from round co- 
lumns, willi Norman capitals; ainl on the other sides, by three 
pointed arches, wdiich are now walled tip to support the inrum- 
bent weight, the strong buttresses that sustained the angles being 
partly in ruins. The nave is separated from the chancel i)y a semi- 
circular arch, rising from duplicated round columns, and from 
the aisle by three large pointed arches, suj)porle<l hy octagonal 
eolumns. At the entrance of the chancel is a carved wooden 
Screen; and against the south wall is a neat monument in memory 
of the Thomas l\ hision, M. A. ‘‘who succeeded his father 
in the Curacy ot‘ this Parish, A. 1 ). 179*2; and died January the 
seventeenth, J 803 , aged litty-hvc." 


RAMSEY. 

Ill the monastic ages, Ramsey became a place of considerable 
consefjucnce, from the rich Benedictine Abhe^ tliat was founded 
here by the ‘ renow ned' Duke Aihvin, rough tlie persuasions of 
tile ‘pious* Oswald, J^ishop ot Worcester; and the town itself 
had its origin, and grew into splendour, under that eslablislinienr. 
Tile name is ahreviuled from TujfCs’Eye, or the Ram's Island, 
nil appellation given to a tract of linn land, encomjvassed l»y the 
liver Ouse and the marshes, ‘almost two miles in length, and 

accounted 
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accounted a little narrower in its breadth;' whore, according to a 
traditionary tale related by the Ramsey historian, a solitary ram, 
banned by Nature's cunning with twisted and croohejj^ .horns/ 
took up his abode, * and left his lasting name to the place.* 

* This Island,’ says the same writer, from whose atscount, as 
published by Gale,* all the ensuing particulars of the history of 
Ramsey till the period of the Conquest are derived, ‘ was sepa- 
rated on the )^est, from the more solid land, for the dislaiue of 
about two stone's throw, by a sluggish stream, wliich formerly 
received between its cheerful shores, only ships carried tbrward by 
a gentle gale, but is now approached by a [mbilc causeway, the 
muddy stream being pent up by means of heavy labour, and a 
great consumption of timber, sand, and stones. It was abundant- 
ly encircled with beds of alders, as well as by those ol‘ iceds, ami 
a luxuriaiicy of flag and bull-rushes, and was lornierly covert d 
with many diflerent sorts of trees, but particularly with the ver- 
dant wild ash; yet now, by lapse of time, the woods being partly 
destroyed, it appears a rich arable soil; rich in tVults, smiling with 
corn, plauted with gardens, and fertile in pa:»lurcs; its bcautii'n) 
meads seeming in spring as if painted with flowers, h\ whicli tin 
whole Island becomes a picture tinted with variety of lines. It i^' 
besides, surrounded with fenny meres, full of eels, and lakc> 
breeding many sorts of lish and water-fowl; one of these, called 
Ilfmes-merc, from the name of the island, excelling all the olhcr-^ 
ill beauty and fertility, aflords, from that part where it flows gent 
}y along its sandy shore, and where the largest wood is most ahim- 
daut, at a place called Merehain, a most delightful prospect. In 
its vast pools, pikes of a wonderful size, called llabrcdes, (al. 
^abedes,) are frequently caught, as well by the sweep, or drag- 
net, as by other kinds oV nets, the baited hpoks being let down, 
with other implements of the fisher's art ; and tljough by day, as 
wdl as night, the watery sportsman iuccssanlly labours there, and 
a variety of the watery brood is always taken, yet there still re- 
mains an abundance fof future sport/ 

Th^ 


^ llibt. lirit. Scrip, Vui, f. 
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The accpuiiiifanrc of Duke Ailwin, Aviwin, or TEthelwin, astiis 
iiTiiiie is diverse! V spelf, wi fi Bislaop Oswald, rommenrccl at the 
fu!jeral%)f a NoMeinau wlio died suddenly in the court of King 
E<i.i):ar during an Easter festivity. The Duke was of the blood- 
royal, and had the extraordinary title of lathis Anf^Juv Alderman^ 
riifs. He \uis tlie \ounge*st of the four sons of iEthelstan, sur- 
iiajued Jfaffhhv^, ^ which is half, or petty King,’ a powerful war- 
rior and statcsnian, and AliWen, a woman of noble birth, who 
afterwards, ‘ with maternal care, nursed and brought up the re- 
nowned King Efigar, while as yet a tender child in the cradle.’ 
in describing iiis character and manners, the historian cf ilamsej 
has disp]:l^ed much eloquence: }et all his veneration for tlie pious 
benefactor of his convent, could not prevent his shewing the true 
monkish spirit, when he observes of Ailwin, that ‘so great an as- 
$;einl)lage of good qualities, in a man secular and illiterate, ren- 
dered it doubtful w hether he w as more desei*ving of praise or of 
admiration.’ The address of the chnrcbinan is also very strikingly 
exhibited in the conversation between Ailwin and Bishop Oswald, 
wliicli led to the fbundutioii of the Abhcy, and in which the for- 
mer, in reply to the recommcndatjoii of the Bishop to build ‘a 
Church lo the honour of God, in some spot convenient, for the 
professors of monastic discipline/ slates, that be had already com- 
menced, ‘ in tlie solitary tranquillity of Ramsey/ a religious esta- 
blishment; and that ‘three intn, who had renounced the sinful 
lusts of the flesh, ‘ and were earnestly desirous of knov/ing the 
rule of monastical Iioliiiess, were then living there in a wooden 
cell, which lie had built for them a few years before, prior to 
which, there was no habitation in th^ isle, lyor any building, but 
the sheds for his Jiercis of cattle.* His motive for having esfeblisli- 
ed this small comnumity, originated in a vision that he described 
as having seen wliilst ‘ wasted with the rage of a most heavy sick- 
ness;’ his recovery from w hich was announced to him by a mes- 
senger from the ‘ Blessed Benedict, the Father of the Monks, to 
whoseinemoiy he was commanded to erect a monastery at Ramsey, 
when assured of the truth of the mission by the re-cstablishment 
9f his health/ 
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‘When the blessed Oswald/ continues the l/slorian^ ‘ had hetjrd 
Ihis^ he said, ‘11* then, nvost illustrious niun, tlies^* tIumov 
commanded and sliewii to }Ou, as \ow asi^ert, i>v tl.t* heav»jn'ty 
oracle,* it is exped’cnt that yon conform with a devoixi miiuJ to 
the behests of the Divine Will; and should you want counsel or 
assistance, my abilities shall afibrd whatever condbit they can iu 
the prosecution i>f your pious labours. My own endeavour has 
ever been to assenible together holy men for the sen ire of the 
Lord, to cherish them, ami provide for tlieir necessities; au<? I 
have already, in a certain village withio my diocese, asscniblvd 
twelve men full of heavenly fervour; but I am fearful that tiie 
malice of the world, wlien I am dead, will injure them; or that 
a love of secularity in my successor, may occasion him to labour 
to extirpate my very youns: plantation. It will tlierelbre he no 
burthen to me to overlook Ike institution of wliich you sjicak ; mid 
thus the purity of our endeavours, beins; streufitheued by a meek 
devotion, its advancement will be better secured/ ’^fhis oflvr 
being in perfect accordance with the desire of Ailwiu, was readily 
agreed to; and the Bishop hnding the Isle an earthly ' Klysiuu?, 
provided for men destined from eternity for the Heavenly Para- 
dise/ took ‘upon hmiself the care of the whole business/ hi con- 
formity to tlie Duke’s request. On retuniing to his diocese, he 
therefore scut ‘ the venerable man ALdnoth’ to Ramsey, who ‘en- 
larged the Cliapel wbicli he found there, and biJitll the iieces«;ary 
oflices, accordijjg to the manner aiul form before shown to him 
by the Prelate/ When this %vas done> he dispatched a messenger 
to the Bishop; but he, it being the time of autumn, dtlawd his 
coming till tlie harvpt was gathered in; though, in the mean time, 
he made the re^juisite prei^arations for his journey ; and at liMigdi. 
taking with hiniMiie bo(xks and ornaments svutiihle for Divine 
worship/ and accompanied by the twelve bie.thren ‘ of Wesfl>yi i,’t 
fluid the veueralilc Girmanus, he proceeded to Ramsey, wiiirt lie 

was 

See Ow /jXiort, Vc;l. If. f)r the privilege granted to linnisf y Abbey 
by in vvluih this vijiou i-s rtcued at l»ngih. 


\ NwW Wchtbury ia Glocestershire. 
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mel, viccovdins; to appointment, l)ythe ^ renowned Duke i\tlidk 
v\ vn, on iiie day of the liehea<ling of* St. John, that exalted hero 
of the prot'ession of hermits/ Then * introducing his inlaitt flk)clt 
iti*o the fol<ts newly enn ted, and the divine niysteries being cele- 
brated with a foleion gladness, llie maiiagetneiil ot tilings witboitt 
were comnHtled to Germanns; ot* (hose witiiin, to dMnolli;’ ibe 
i'hari:»'S of the rnainteir.uice o( the brtthieu l>eing aih^ticd to be 
pai(i tioni * the ;x>iT)moii purse' of both the Duke and the Bishop, 
tiJl they could be mote roineniaillv [novkkd tor ‘in the rents of 
tlicir estates and ^Ki^scssions/ 

Diiri itg the ensuing w taler, the ‘ requisite iron and uootltn ma* 
5»*rial» wvvc ^wpared for llu* building of the Church, ns well -as 
" all other things svhiclt soerned neees<ns and ‘ when /lu ll:e \€ar 
of t)je Incarnation titc spring h.uJ icaieJ ils hea<i, Luiorned 

with dowers, tlie treasures wlticli h id been hca|>ed up ^vere pro- 
perly disJrihuled, choice workmen were hiicd, tiie limits of tlie 
intended fabric were marked out, and the deep feundations, that 
weie laid on account of the co/\ness of the so i, v(»re hitlered 
finucr by the iVecjueut strokes of life b.tlleiin.^ engine/ — The 
work roNC. higher Com <la\ to liny: two towers overU j’.ped Uic 
very summit of (he roof, t he. lesser ot w hich was in (Vont of the 
IVIinster towards tise west, and atiduled a luir vh^w tiom atar to 
those entering the i»]e; but (he one stood in the middle 

of these tour <livisions of the strucUnc, upon four e<flimms, that 
were prescrwnl troui warping v\ii)» the weight by arelics reaching 
from one to the other, an editice sidiiciently re'-pcctable according 
to dial style of bnihiiug nst‘d in ancitiit times,’* 

Whilst the Church was completing, the mot tks were graifually 
increasing in number ; and Oswald, w ho, on die recoinmciidaiioti 

of 

^ Opus indies aiu'iis k'onsii7‘git. Diui qm quc fur /cs ipsis icctcru'n 
''ru/utindfus i'n\in< hunt, qiua intt. jtiiu )r icrsn.s occicitntcm in Jrt^utc basi^ 
lira pulcitrum int} anti bus in.siiLun d ioitnh specuu'iiiuni pt'itbebnt. nnrjor 
\'nh in qiuhb'ijiuiv slructina mt'dij an'uninns Cjuumnr, p trrtiti'i dc 
(did ad uUiini arm bus sibi in.'imni -'oiuit. , ne taxi: dt Hue e:d, d£~ 
pnincbat. Jnxia cum (jud 'eclus ilia antiquiias urcbaiur a'i^:nci!)uii 
Jbrvfnin spcvtabilv s(dis adijiaum. ICui'i. in Gale. Cl»:ip. XX. 
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©f Diiiistaii, had been promoted b}? King Edgar to the Arcliliisliop- 
iricofYork^ (Iml uas. still permitted to bold Worcester 
d{i 7 nj presided over the convent lu re ‘ as Abbot, — as certain 
vtritings, }et preserved, do testify/ He also sent'to the Abbey 
6f Florensiic, or Floriake, in Franct?, where lie hnii Iiinisclf been 
educated, for the ‘most noted' Ahbo, who had ‘ dotply iiul>ibed 
a knowledge of tlie liberal arts,' in order that ‘ he might preside 
over the Schools at llamscy,' and ‘ cherisli the scions ot his newly- 
made little garden with the dew of his doctrine/ Soon afterwards^ 
in the year P74, on the sixth of tlic Ides of November, the 
Church was solemnly dedicated by Oswald, in the presence of 
Duke Ailwin, Bishop Alfnotli, and a great concourse of people, 
to the patronage of the Virgin of Virgins, the holy St. Benedict, 
and the memory of all Virgins; the wl»ole fabric behig prepared 
for the ceremony ‘ like an infant about to be baptized anew, by 
being despoiled of every ornament/ 

King Edgar granted five hides at Bnnvell towards the expenses 
pf building the Clinrch, to whicJi he also gave ^ two Bills, ac-* 
quiredfor the price of tW'onty pounds,' the ‘ (’Inirch of (jullirum- 
ccstre,’ &CC, Ainong the gifts made by Archbishop Oswald, 
are mentioned, the ^ Ville of Nediiigworlb/ and ‘ niaiiy and pre- 
cious relics, wlheli were contained in twO cr<*sscs, fashioned of six 
limes twenty murks of gold, pound weight/ The donations made 
to the Abbey by Ditke Ailwin, included the wliolo Island of llanv 
soy, witli the adjoining }uke$ and meres; the land of Upwode, 
Willi the lislicrics of the adjareiit streams; and the iiull and court 
tliat he tiien‘ had, ‘lilting for the nobleness of so great a man;' and 
various olher estates, including the land of Weston, which be had 
iulieritcd from his mother, to whom it had been gr\cn by King 
Edgar, ‘ for that diligent nursing she bail bestowed on him in iiis 
infancy/ Many other grants were about this time nr.ide to tlie 
Abbey by different persons, and particularly by /Etlielstan Man- 
ves‘>nno, who also gave ‘ manumission* to thirteen of Iiis tenaiils", 
so fully, ‘ that, being placed in any way where four turnings meet, 
th«^ isiight proceed whitliersoever they would,’* 


^ Hist, Ram. Chap. 
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T'he influence of Oswald and the Duke was next exerted to 
j)rocure from King Edgar, a Prkilfge, or charter of confirmation^ 
ftn* all the gifts tliut had beds made to the Abbey ; and also that 
the same might bear the Impression of the King^s Image, in order 
to reijfior the possessions the more secure. This was made a par- 
ticular rcjjuesf, because tlrat ‘ as yet the impressions of seals were 
not come every where into itse;' and ‘ that the ancient cyrographs, 
or schedules, of the lands, were not strengthened with sucli impres* 
siuns, tile symplicity of ancient time not having the invented re- 
semblances of figures of tliis kind,’* The privilege of Edgar has 
been printed by Dugdale:^ it includes the particulars of the vision 
which iiulticed Ail win to found the Abbey at Ramsey, and con- 
cludes with an anatliema against all persons violating its en« 
duwinents. 

After the death of Edgar, and when the disputes between the 
regular and secular clergy ran very high, the monks of Wiucliel- 
cinnbe were expelled from their Abbey, and took refuge at Ram- 
sey. About the same time * brother iEdiioth gave to the Church 
one hide at Bottinton; and in evidence of this donation, he placed 
four sods with green grass taken from the land itself, in the crypt 
of Ramsey, iijion the altar of St. (iregorv.' Not long aftenvards, 
Alfwara, a ‘ noble Saxon woman/ granted Halliwelle (Holywell) 
to the Abbey, togetJier with the Church and part of the iMauor 
of Elleswortli, and ^ one chasuble and albe, and all the rest 
of the sacerdotal ornaments, and five marks of pure gold to gild 
all these, and one cross, and one shrine with a coverlet, two silver 
vessels, two curtains, and one cushion and her satldle, with all 
the horse furniture.’ * ^ 

111 the reign of Ethclred the Sefoml, the central tower of the 
Church gave way, through the oozyness of the soil, and ‘ a crack 
appeared in the stone-w ork, opening from the top quite downward.^ 
It was therefore wholly taken down by the advice of Oswald, and 
the foundations being made good, rebuilt at liis expense, under the 
direction of iEduotli the younger, a monk of Ramsey, who was 

renowned 


^ Ilistf Ram. Chap. 32 and 35. 
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renowned for ‘ the comeliness of his form, and the elegance of 
his manners, as well as for liis knowledge of letters/ When it 
was completed, Duke Ailwin ordered ‘ a Wooden tablet to be set 
tn front of the high altar, which he remarkably adorned to the 
honor of God, and of St. Bene<lict, and to the credit of tlie 
Cliurch, with large and solid plates of silver, together witlt pre- 
cious stones of various sorts and colours. He gave also thirty 
pounds for fabricating the upper j>ipes of the Or^an, wliieh fitting 
in their boles within its liollow, in close order, upon one spindle, 
and i)eing played upon on festival days with tiic strong breath of 
bellows, uttered a most sweet melorly, with a far-resounding clau- 
gor."^ Soon afterwards the Church was new dedicated by Oswald, 
w ho, on account of his growing infirmities, was assisted by /Eswi, 
Bishop of Dorc [letter, in the presence of Duke Ailwin, and the 
‘ chief and potent men’ of the neighbouring counties. Previous 
to the ceremony, the Privilege of King Edgar was recited ; and 
public notice was given, that if any one had any claims against the 
Church of Fvatnsey, he slionid then state them before the assembly, 
or be for ever after debarred from becoming a claimant. A sirni- 
iur notice was given in respect to the possessions of the Monaste- 
ries and Abbeys of Ely, Bury, Torr, Croiland, and Enolfesburv, 
or St. Neol'a; and on no person ap}>eariiig to make a claim, Duke 
Ailwin, ‘ with the nobles and potent men then present,' swore ‘ on 
their corporal oath, that they would keep in faith and in deed, 
during their whole iive.^, what they had engagt-d by their words; 
and protect, as well the Church of Ramsey, as all llic above- 
named monasteries, with all their appurtenances/ The ‘ Gospels 
of the Holy Evangelists,’ whereon the oath had been taken, ‘were 
then placed on the high a*ltar, before God / and the Abbots and 
Monks, ‘ ill interchange for the liberality exercised towards lliem,’ 
admitted the Duke, and bis cojnpanions, into the common bene- 
fits, 

^ — Trigintf^lihras ad fahriemdos cupreos organnnnn calaftm 
trogavif, qui in aheo sito super umim. cocicarum duiso ordinc Jbra/ni^ 
7ubus insldentcSf ct diebus jestis foUiuni spirumcnlo forilore pulsalit 
'Pmdulcc.n me ndia.n d dangorem lon<£>iiS rvsonanttni edidemnt. 

Hist. Kam. Ciiap. bO. 



HU NTiNGDONSHIRfei 


517 * 


fits, and fraternity of their respective churches. Oswald died in 
the foilowtng winter ; his death, according to ti^e historian, having 
been foreshown by several supernatural omens; and in the ensuing 
spring, the venerable Ailwin departed.'* Tliis was cm the eighth 
of the ralendisp of May, 993 : he was buried in t!»e Church of Ram-* 
sey, and, according to a manuscript quoted by Camden, had the 
following epitaph inscribed on his tomb: Hie requiencit Ailivinus 
Regis Edgari cognaHs, totim AnglUv Aldemannus^ et hu^ 
jii<t sarri Cirnobii tniraailostfs Eundator, 

On ihe death of Archbishop Oswald, iEdnotli the Younger was 
chosen lirst Abbot of Ramsey. He was the person who conveyed 
the reputed relics of St. Ivo from 8 Iej>e to Ramsey, f and, after 
governing his monastery about ^xtecn years, was made Bishop of 
Dorcliester, when Wifsi, or Wulsinm, was chosen in his room. 
Both these j>rclales w'ere slain by the Danes under Canute, at the 
battle of Ashenden, in the reign of Edmund Ironside, (anno lOlC,) 
when the defection bf tlte traitor Edric occasioned the Saxons to 
lose the victory; and Ail ward, the son of Duke Ailwin, perished, 
together with ‘ the verdure also of almost the w hole of the British 
nobility/ With xEduoth and Wlt'si fell many other ecclesiastics, 
who, ‘ according to the custom of the English, had met there, 
VuL. VII. Aug. 1808 . LI* not 

In a discourse made by Ailwin to his Sons, and the brethren of 
Bamsey, a short time previous to his decease, he thus eloquently de* 
scribes his then condition. * Old age diminishii^g the strength of a feeble 
and crooked l>ody, wholly take* away my wish of remaining lohgerhere.. 
Tlie gracefulness of my once comely form is destroyed l>y wrinkles; 
the testy cough, bv its frequent stinging, tires my sh^rt winded breast; 
my cohmr is p.ale, nnd lifeless; my scent is less acute than formerly; 
what I taste relishes Jess; scarcely can 1 support my tottering steps with 
a stalf; hardly will my trembling hands hold any thing fast, they being 
worn out with sickness, and length of days; and the stolen successioit 
of passing years has deprived me of my whole strength ; what confi- 
dence then can be placed in the slippery state of the human condition? 
It may be pleasant to die when life is found to be so irksome !* 

liisi. Ram. Chap. 62 * 


i See under St. Ive's. 
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not with armsy but to assist the fighting men with tlieir prayers/* 
Wltsi and Ailwaad were buried at Ramsey; but the l>ody of 
Bibhop ;Ednoth was ‘ stolen' from the brethren of Ramsey by the 
monks of Ely, and interred in their own Church. 

Wj/thmann, the third Abbot, was a German, and^'is described as 
of bucli * innate herceness of mind, that it diminished somewhat 
from his commendation.’ He accused Iiis ‘ innocent flock’ of con- 
tumacy, and neglect of regular discipline, to the diocesan Bisliop 
^theitic, who ‘ had been taken from tlie cloister of Ramsey to sit 
in the chair of Dorchester; and not supjwsing it credible that his 
* confreers, and fellow scholars/ could so easily fall from obe- 
dience, lie determined to visit Ramsey in privacy, that fie might 
the better Judge of the truth. * Coming, therefore, at the dawn 
of (lay light, and pretending to be some travidler, he entered the 
Monastery as if to beg, and begun diligently to s<'ruliiiize every 
thing. Some of the monks he found devoutly celebrating masses 
at private altars, some praying round the liigli altar to the memo- 
ry of saints; others silting closely together between the pillars of 
the cloister, and giving their attention to a reading in d(*ep silence*, 
to avoid idleness/ Discovering by this means the talsehood ot 
the accusiition, he indignantly rebuked the Abbot, who soon aftci- 
wards resigned, and went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem: but n*- 
turning in about a year, he passed the remainder of liis days in a 
solitary’ place called iNorri/cyt*, about a ‘ stone b throw from the 
Church of R.un>cy/ 

Bishop .Ethelric was the familiar friend of King Canute, and, 
by his pefbUdsions, the latter buift * another Church at Ramsey , 
near the foimer one, in lionor of the Holy Trinity, on the same 
p*lian, but a little ditiering in size/ This, ‘ as the society of iiuiij* 
had ceas(‘d to assemble m like manner as the fraternity of monks, 
ill the other monastery’, was intended for a company of women ;* 
yet *it being providentiafly considered, that disadvantage niiglit 
arise from the vicinity of the two sexes, the design was not fulfilled/ 
rhe crypt, however, lAirh was built under the greater altar of 

that 
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iliat Church, remains uiiinjtiitd m our eenietary to this day, m 
witness and nieriiorial of the boiiding/ ^Ethelric w'as also the 
moans of ohtaiiiiiip; Canute’s permission to remove the remains of 
St. Felix from Soiiam, in Cambridgeshire, and tliey were translated 
to Ramsey in a ship, * by Abbot AtMutan^ (who had succeeded 
Wytlmian,) Aifvviii, the Prior, and a respectable company of the 
brethren.’* Bishop i£the)ric was himself a great benefactor to the 
Vbbey, Ills beneficent feelings having been early and strongly 
rilfMl by the mild treatment he had experienced in his youth, when, 
\wth three others, he had accidentally fractured one of the ‘ larger 
bells v\hich hung firOin the beams in the western tow^er/f He died 
* ’ L 1 2 * m 

'* Hist. Itara. chap* 82. The removal of St. Feliji*® remain*, lays 
the historian, excited the envy of the people of Ely, who * went on 
ona rd their ships with a strong force, in order to intercept the brethren 
of Kimsey on their return; ‘but on a sudden a thick cloud arose, to 
tlie hinderance of the many, and the safety of the few;' and, 'our ad- 
versaries wandering from their course, the attendant water restored us 
safe to the bosom of our domestic home.* This miracle, however, is 
admitted to be of ‘ doubtful credit ;* and the reader is not enjoined to 
uclleve if, provided that ' he feels it to be certain that every part of 
the relies of St. Felix were translated to the Church of Ramse/i and 
honorably deposited there ; where even to this day the holy man con- 
fers many favours upon his worshippers.' Ibid. 

t The manner in which the good Bishop acquired one of the estates 
which he gave to Ramsey Abbey^^ is thus told the narrative contains 
some curious particulars of the customs of those early times. 

In Huntingdonshire ' is a certain Vili, to which remote antiquity gave 
the name of ATHEtKiTON ; most pleasant is its situation ; convenie/lt 
its stream of waters ; agreeable its level of lifcadows, having plenty of 
pasture for cattle, luxuriant from tlie advantage of a fertile country, 
1 his before that the Danes had invaded England, was the inheritance 
of a certain Eaglishman ; but in the days of King Cnut, a certain Dane, 
contracting matrimony by the King’s permission, acquired the Lordship 
of the before^mentioned Vill in right of his wife. When, therefore, 
according to his usual custom, King Cnut was travelling over his 'king- 
<5om, it happened that he came intothefe parts, and through the length 

of 
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in the year 1034*, and was buried at Ramsey, having bequeathed 
to the Church ^ many books and episcojTal oniaiiients/ 

Atbelstan was slain in tlie twenty-third yesir of his Abbacy, by 
an Irishman, whom he had rescued from lieggary^ and fed during 
several years at his own table; but havings ‘ for some reason, or^ 
dered bttn to receive his allotted food without/ the ungratefid 
wretch ‘ drove his deadly sword forcibly through his bowels, on 
the day of St. Michael, as the brethren were cdebraling the even- 
ing 

of his journey, turned towards the Royal Ville of Nassijigtorit for the 
purpose of lodging there; but the smallness of the place, as it refused 
the benefit of hospitality to the Princes and great men attendant on the 
King, occasioned each of them to seek the dorgestic dwellings of the 
families in the neighbouring towns and villages. iEthelric, the Bishop, 
whom, on account of his integrity and singular prudence, the King scarce- 
ly ever permitted to be absent from his sidt*, was therefore decently 
lodged at this Same Dane^s, in the \’ill of Athelinton, together with 
the four joint Secretaries of the King; and since the attendance of the 
inferiors is not only due to their Lords, but also to their Lords' servants, 
the Dane doubted not that by so much the more attentively, and by so 
much the more splendidly, he served all things necessary in dilTerent 
meats and drinks, by so nwich the more should he please the King hit 
Lord. At last; all being satisfied, and the tablet removed, they pro* 
traded the day till the evening in drinking ; and he who performed the 
office of Butler^ with the Bishop'^ connivance, handed about the cvp 
exceedingly freynent to the Dane,- who being made very merry, begun 
to answer the Bishop’s enquiries as^to the stocking and worth of the 
Vill ; how much in chattels, how many herds of beasts and sheep they 
had in the Lordship, what number of acres the court of it was furnished 
vWth, and how much money he received yearly from the rental of the 
whole. 

** Then the Bishop most readily said* « If I could find such a Manor 
to be told, I would purchase it at a suitable price.* The Dane, whom 
intoxication spurred ’bn, jollity enlivened, and rashness urged, to the 
loss of his property, replied* ‘ If you will bring me to-morrow, at the 
eadibit dawn of day, fifty marks of gold, without deduction, all my 
^ects being removed, 1 will make over the whole Vill free to you.’—^ 
Tot be said thiS| not that he wished to part with his right by sale, but 

that 
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5ng service, and, according to die custom derived from antiquity, 
were proceeding into the nave of the Church, to their station be- 
fore the cross.' He was succeeded by Alfwin, the Baiiiff, or 
Reeve, who ‘ governed actively for about eight yiears/ and in 
whose time Alfward, ‘ Bishop of London, and Proeurator ot Eve- 
sham,' becoming diseased with leprosy, resigned his dignities, and 
retired to this Abbey, where he had been educated. The monks 
received him with great ceremony, because, among other ‘ pre- 

L 1 3 * cious 

that he thought the Bishop, so far removed from his bishopric, his trunks 
so few in number, and his caskets so small, could, by no industry, by 
no purchase, scrape together before the end of one night, such a weight 
of the above mentioned metal, — But A^thelric, who was no slotl\ful pro* 
inoter of liiji oun inttreat, immediately catching the word Irom his 
mouth, and calling the men who had accompanied him in witness of 
the proceeding, ‘ Let it,* says he, * be according to your word. Behold 
the witnesses of my faith, and of the bargain, that if 1 shall not to- 
morrovv, before daylight, deposit before you the whole heap of gold 
which you have asked, you shall accuse me of rashness, and deride my 
failure j if, at the same time, you will cause your wife to agree with 
you in the same resolution.’ — * My wife’s consent,’ said the other, ‘shall 
not be wanting; fulfil only whnt you eng^e * I’iien tne Dane inclined 
himself wantonly to laugh at the Bishop, and encouraged his wife to 
dare to do tire same. 

“ What occasion is there to use many words? — Ibe husband, as well 
as his wife, measuring their guest's sentiments by their own, and judging 
him to be intoxicated, endeavoured luliasien the business; and through 
this, the bargain, which, at lir$i| they thought to carry forward in jest,- 
being turned at length into seriousness, was strengthened and confirmed 
by the caution of tiie joint sureiiship of both sides, Aiat if the Bist^p 
should keep the faith of his promises, ihert^shouid be no loop-hole left 
for the Dane to retreat. I'hen the Dane going to bed. betrayed his 
consciousness of the loss of his properly by his nocturnal rest ; but 
JEthelric, the laziness of sleep being turned into solicitude fjr {.is own 
advantage, when it was thought that he was laid down, and a notary 
privately sent for, ordered letters to be di.spatched to all h s friends, 
'vhom that night seemed to afford sufficient space of time for going to 
and returning from, adding entreaties to entreaties, that every one of 
fhem would now prove a true friend to the cost of the work, lie him- 
self. 
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cious gifts, he brought not only the chtek bone of St, Ef^iain, but 
even the cowl ot the holy martyr J /phage; wiiich, the niartyj 
being stricken through it, had imbibed the bright stains of his 
sacred blood; — and these it slicws even to this day, both to be 
beholden witli our eyes, and touched with our lips*/ 

During the primacy of Alfwin, Edward the Confessor, ‘ insti- 
gated by the learned monk Oswald, (nephew to Archbisliop Os- 
wald,) and Withmann the lleiinit, griuited considerable estates, 
and extraorilinarv privileges, to the Abbey, and conlirniod them 
by diti'erent charters, ile also became a party in an agreement 
made between the Abbot of Ramsey and the Abbot of Burgh, 
(Peterborough,) in regard to an exchange of lands ; to the houiidh 

and 

self, also, mourning his nag, spurred him on to court, where he found 
the King lessening the tedu usness of the long nigln, with the p/oy 
the Dice ufid labka; to vvhom being privately admitiecl, and astonished 
at his neciurnal and sudden coming, he makes known the cause, and 
borrowed from him all the gold which was then in his Ci>fitrs, binding 
himself by the law ot loans. 'Ihen reiiirning, loaded with it, he had 
hardly recovered his shoit breath, when his different messengers entered, 
each succeeding the oihei, and having got such a plenty ot gold, that 
pouring it out hefoie il eir lAfd, he Icund that the measure of itvS weight 
exceeded his waul. I'ht Bishep, therefore, agitated with unspeakable 
joy, imn ediaiely, at the veiy dawn ot day, ordered the Dane tube 
requested to arise, and take the heap ol gold ; but he, having, bv liie 
rest he had taken, n covered from his late surfeit or intoxication, pre- 
tended to know nothing of the bargain, and affirn»ed, that what they 
said was untrue. -Eihelric, however, offering publicly to pay tlie pro- 
mised mass of yfllow metal, required the estate thus purchased by a 
just title of sale, according to the testimony of the sureties, to be made 
over to him; but the Dane refused with a loud voice, exclaiming, 
that ‘ a fault committed by the rashness of one person, ought bv no 
means to redound to the prejudice of the heirs/ I’hc Bishop answ^ered, 
* Although intoxication drove you to the fault, yet your wife, to whom 
the fountain of the inheritance especially belongs, di inking more spar- 
ingly, seemed to have brought less loss to the family casks; she, 1 say, 
being often questioned if she acquiesced in ilie agreement, evinced the 
sacred thirst of gold which she had, by her very silence of not contra- 
dicting 
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un<i liimib of Kin^c.s-ilolfo ; aiui to a right granted to the breihreii 
of Jtainsey to dig stone, both * squared and broken,* at Bernach : 
tor the latter liberty they were to give to the monks of Burgh 
‘four tliousand eels in Lent/ In the year 1051;, Alfwiii attended 
at the tireat Council held at Ilheims by Pope Leo the Ninth, from 
whom lie obtained a protecting privilege for the rights ol ills own 
Ab}>cy. He afterwards procured a similar pri\ilegc from Pope Aleift* 
ander the Second; * hut from the fatigues of his Roman journey, 
lie contracted an illness, which nearly deprived iiiiu of the use of 
all his limbs;' on which he relinquished his govcriitiient to Ailfdt 
or Ei^clain, Abbot of St. Augustine's, who, when Earl I'osti, and 
the King of Norway, invaded England, ‘ was warned by St. Ed- 

L 1 E ^ w ard, 


dieting it/ — Still the galnsayers, repressing the voices of the witnesses, 
clamoured as it in their own proper abode; hence a conteiaion arose, 
and an appeal was made !)y both parties to the King, in w hose presence 
the matter being more diligeniiy investigated, the suretiships assert the 
lact of the money having been tendered by the buyer according to the 
agreement. '1 he 13ane, being unabie to disprove these allegations, and 
there being no way for him to regain the thing sold, was adjudged to 
confirm the sale on receiving the pric^ yet the wife, still litigating, 
and affirming, wMih a babbling voice, that two mills in the same Vill 
W'cre her chattels, and did not belong to the appurtenances of the Ma- 
nor, the generous purchaser stopped all contention, and further claim, 
by the addition of two marks of g*dd. — ^Ehe husband and wife, lliereforc, 
spontaneously, or obeying unwillingly the sentence, took away all their 
household goods, stripped the marriage bed of its accustomed clothing, 
ltd away their herds of cattle, and family, and leaving only the bare 
w'alls ol their home, with those things which wtre'immoveablc, the 
new l^ord, departed to buy anoifter residence with the gold, they had 
received.” I'he Bishop was afterwards confirmed in his purchase by 
the King ; and having rewarded * four Barons, by wliose lively diligence 
and activity in this business, he was sensible that he had been most 
elTcciually assisted,' with a present to each of two marks of the remain- 
ing gold, he, ‘ having the King’s license, directed his journey towards 
Ramsey,’ and assigned to the Abbot and his Brethren, the * before 
mentioned Vill, lor the perpetual supply of their table.' 

Jlist, Brit, Scrip, Part II L c. S.s. 
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ward, in a vision, to encourage King Harold agtiiiist Iiis invading 
enemies/ He was aftorw'ards obliged to seek refuge on the Cou^ 
tinent, through his having assisted Archbisiiop Stigand in liis oppo- 
sition to the Conqueror* 

The succesvsor of Ailfsi, according to Dugdale,* was Herbert, 
a native of Orford; who is said by Godwin to have been * very 
i'anious for his excellent learning/ and ‘living in the court of 
William Rufus for a time, behaved himself in such sort, that he 
was much favored of the Khig, and obtained di\ ers great prefer- 
ments at his hands, whereby it came to passe, that within the 
space of three )ears, he had so iealhered Iiis nest, as hee could 
bye for his father, the Abbacy of Wiiicliesfer, and for Ijiiiiseife, 
the Bishoprirke of Norwich, pacing for the same, as is reported, 
the sum of IQOOl.’f Ahhiin, wlio succeeded him in tlie Abbacy 
of Ramsey, was expelled in his eleveulh year for simony ; and 
Bernard, monk of St. Albans, was advanced in his room. On bis 
decease, within about five years afterwards, Aldwiii was restored, 
and continued Abbot till bis death, in HI*/ or 1113. Utgimld, 
his successor, rebuilt the Church, which was completed in seven 
years, anno 11/3. He dying in i 131, or 1 1 33, was succeeded 
by Walter, in whose time (anno 1143) Geofiiey de Mandeville, 
Earl of Essex, expelled the monks from the Abbey, and fortified 
it as a casllc; but was afterwards slain in a battle before the 
Church, w ilb an arrow, by one of the meanest soldiers. Matthew 
Paris, who recoids tliis tact, says, that l|ie Earl was ‘ the only 
person who fell,’ and that ‘ a manitest proof of the Divine wratlf 
was displayed by the ‘ walls of the Cliurdi streaming plentcousiy 
with blood whilst it was held as a castle.’j 

William, 

Mon. Ang. Vol. I, p. 240. f Cat. of Eng. Bidi. p. 4111. 

i Matt. Par. Hist. Angl. p. SO. A, D, 11-13. E‘)dem rerb tem- 
pore Gaiijridiis, consul dc Momltviila, qui idem scelus pairaverat 
in nionasterio Ranwsitnsi, an ic ip.sam trcltsiam inter consort cs suorum 
ncies, a pedite guodum rilisshno solus sagitia pcrcussxis, occuinit inter- 
Jectus, Ecclesia aiiiem ilia, dum pro Castello itnerHur d suis parieli- 
bus miignincmubtrL 'umimUit, indignationem Dainaia manifeste de- 
flarans. 
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Williani, Robert Trionel, Eudo, and Rol'n de Redlnges, \^erc 
the next Abbots ill succession : <hc latter was chosen through the 
infliienre of John de Grey, Chancellor of England, and, after 
goveruing five years, he resigr ed the jiastoral staff to William de 
LMoln, w'ho had the Manor of Cranfield assigned to him for 
niaiiiterraiicc. In his time the general revenues of the Abbey were 
received l)y three monks appointed by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury; and after his death the abbacy was kept vacant seven years, 
because the monks refused to elect the Abbot of Fronton on the 
recommendation of King John. At length, in Richard^ 

Abbot of Selby, was chosen by the procurement of Nicholas, 
Bishop of Frascaii, the Pope's Legate, who took off the interdict 
in England: in llie following year, the Church of Kamsey was 
plundered of much wealth, llu'jh Foliat, Prior of Kamsey, pro- 
bahly the same person that was afterwards advanced to the See 
of Hereford, succeeded Richard in 1 ^ 21 6 . His successor, RanvU 
fun, lead tin* honor to entertain Henry the lljird, who came to 
the Abbey on the Feast of St. Matthias, in and staid four 

days: in liis eighth year be w'as appointed Justice of Norwich. 
William Acolt, the iie\t Abbot, lived only one }ear after his pre- 
ferment; and was succeeded hy liu^h de Suli^raiCt Prior of St. 
ive's, in w'hose time Ramsey Abbey was taxed at (^24^ marks, for 
its share of a tenlli that harl been granted by the Court of Rome 
from all ecclesiastical jwssessions : this Abbr l was a consulerdble 
benefactor to his convent; among other tilings, he begun to re- 
build the Refectory, ‘ and made St. lv</s shrine, and a silver-gilt 
table for the high altar.' William dc Curmrcishr, his successor, 
brought ‘the water from Ramsey at his own cqsl ami finished 
the Refectory in 127() : he go\erued aho\it nineteen years, when 
being struck with the Jialsy, he resigned. Ju/m de Sautic suc- 
ceeded him in 1285, and sufilnd man \ troubles and extortions; 
among other charges, lui was obliged to maintain lM\bel, Edwaid 
the Second’s consort, at the Abbey, lor eighteen du\s; he became 
blind six years before his death, wiiicJi happened in 13 1(>, wlicn 
fie gave ten pounds to tlie convent for ‘ hose and shoes.’ He was 
t>ucceeded by Shnon dc Eye, who uew-built tjie castcru part of 
"2 the 
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the Church, and governed during twenty six years?, Robert 
Nassington, the next Abbot, died of the plugoe in 134}); aiut 
left his successor, Richard de Shemtington, bnrtbened willi his 
debts to the amount of 2500 marks. The lalfcr presided thirty 
years; and was succeeded by Edmund dc Elj/ngton, of whom 
nothing particular is recorded, nor yet of his successors, Thomas 
Boiericike, John TychcTnarsh, John Crowland, John Stenee, Wil- 
liam de IVjfttUsiyj John lVardebey%, John Hunlinirdon, awl Henry 
Stcwkeley^ John de Wardeboys, alias Laurence, lliirty-tiflh and 
last Abbot, ‘who succeeded Stewheley, was an active promoter of 
the Dissolution; and for his services in forwarding the surrender 
of his own as well as of other Abbeys, was rewarded b\ Henry 
the Eighth, with an annual pension of 2(>61. Us. ()d. which was 
continued till his death in 1553/ 

Many of the Abbots and Monks of Itamsey were men of con- 
siderable talents and learning, to which, doubtless, the School 
established within the walls of the Abbey, and almost coe\al w ith 
its foundation, greatly contributed. Here was also a litmous 
Library, concerning which the following particulars have been 
collected by Whitaker from Leland.f “ The library at llainst'y 
was celebrated for wJiat we are amazed to hear of either there or 
then, its stock of Hebrexv books. The Jews being for llie first 
lime })ermitted to pass over from Normandy info England by the 
Conqueror, spread in a short time over the kingtloni, ami had a 
synagogvje in almost every great town: but in the reign of Edward 
the First,! all their property was tyrannically confiscated, and they 
tliemsehes were l)arbarously baiiislied. ‘ Then the sviagogues at 
Huntingdon and Stamford being profaned, all their furniture came 
Ufider the hammer for sale, together witli their treasures qf books: 
but when Gregory,' Huntingdon, a monk of Kamsey, who had 

been 

'Fhe authorities for the above particulars of Kamsey Abbey, sub- 
sequent to the Conquest, are Dug. Monasiicon, Vol. I. Stevens’s Ad- 
ditioriS, Vol, 1, and Browne Willis’s Hist, of Mitred Abbeys, \o\. 1. 

f , Hist, of St. German's Cath. Vol. II. p, 327,-8: from Eeland De 
Script. Brit. 
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been study ing the Hebrew language for some time before, and liad 
been checked in his studies by the want of Hebrew books, * un- 
derstood of this auction, he hastily repaired to it from bis ad johvr 
ing monastery, with a good sum of money, and readily at the 
fixed price purchased their gold for his brass, and returned hoin^ 
in high spirits. What did he do then? Night and day he turned 
over his Hebrew volumes, till lie had drawn from the veiy 
fountain-head a more intimate knowledge of the language, lie 
left also to Ills colleagues many excellent annotations from his own 
pen, which a learned }K)sterify might read witli pleasure. The 
Catalogue qf Ramsey Library makes a specific and honorable men- 
tion ot lhe Hebrew books most diligently collected by him.' He 
thus begun tlmt collection which afterwards received considerable 
additions from Robert Dodtbrd, another monk of the Abbey; 
and had even a Jicbrav Lexicon compiled tfom both by a third. 
Laurence Holbeach, in the i:eign of Henry the Fourth, ‘lighting 
upon the Hebrew volumes which had been rescued from destruc- 
tion tbrougli having been purchased by Gregory, and which exlii- 
biled all the glorious majesty of the ancient synagogue,' resolved, 
that ‘what Gregory had happily begun, he would more happily 
complete;* and llierefoie * he ibrmed, in an elegant manner, a 
Hebrew Dictionary, a work at once refined and learned; which 
was carried away a lew years ago, by the witked indusliy ol a 
puiioiiier, Robert Wacbefeld. John Child, when the Abbey and 
its noble Library were sinking in one common ruin, prescived the 
Hebrew books from destruction,* — J micIi an illusliious socit iy of 
Hebrew scholars was this sequestered Abbey of Ramsey; aial sucii 
a Christian Sion was raised amidst the easlein lake> ot our islaiul;^ 
till the Retormatiou swept away this Sion, ana unnlc that siwdy 
of the Hebrew, which seems to have be^un with the ; cgiimings of 
the Saxon Church,'^ which was now cubninaling raj tdly to Ub ze- 
nith, to set in tJie ocean for a century and a hall ai. era aids." 

This 

Alcaln in Gale, Vol L p. 730, inftTms ns d;iu ibc Jlibicw 
Scriptures were in the Library ai York: — Jlcbruicus zcl pi 
imbrs super 7;c. 
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Tins Abbey was a mitred one ; or, in other words, the Abbots 
were privileged to sit in Parlianieiit; but when the first summons 
was issued does not appear. The head or seat of the Abbots' 
barony was at Broughton, which had annexed to it four knight's 
fees. In the Appendix to Stevens’s ‘Additional Volumes' to Dug- 
dale, is the copy of a summons of Edward the First to the Abbot 
of Ramsey, requiring him to furnish his quota for war in an ex- 
pedition against the Welsh, according to tlie tenures of Ins lauds. 
In the same work is printed an ‘Acknowledgement’ of Edward the 
Third, for plate borrowed of this Church, to be pawned to sup- 
ply the King with money for his wars in France. 

At the period of the Dissolution, the annual revenues of this 
Abbey were, according to Dugdale, estimated at 17lbl. 12s. 4d. 
but Speed, on the autliority of Sir Robert Cotton, states their 
yearly amount at iy87l. 15s. 3d, In March, 1540, the demesnes 
and lands of llie Abbey, with the several meres or lakes belonging 
to it in this Parish, were granted to Sir Richard Cromwell, to be 
held in capite by Knight's service, for tlie very inadequate consi- 
deration of 49()3l. 4s. Cd. His son, Sir Henry Cromwell, (the 
^ Golden Knight/) made Ramsey his summer residence, and re- 
paired or rebuilt the Manor-house,*'' which Browne Willis says 
was ‘ built out of the ruins of tlie Abbey .'t Sir Oliver Crom- 
well, son of Sir Henry, resifled at Ramsey for many years, after 
his splendid but imprudent mauiier of living had obliged him to 
sell his estates at Hinchingbrook.J: His grandson, Henry Crom- 
well, Esq, dying suddenly, without issue, througli agitation of 
mind by being defeated in an election contest, his estates devolv- 
" ed on liis two sisters, and co-heiresses, Carina, who married Wil- 
liaih Hetley, Esq. of Brouglitoii, and Elizabeth, who married 
Henry English, Esq. of>Iorfolk. These ladies sold their estates at 
Ramsey to the famous Colonel Silas Titus, the supposed author of 

‘ Killinsr 


* Noble’s Crom. Vol. I. p. 21, 
f Hist, of Mit. Abbey*;, Vol. 1. p, 152, 
J Sec before, p. 4G3 — 40G . 
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• Killing no Murder/ cither in 16/4-, or 16*75* He wa» greatly 
celebrated for liis wit and social humour; and possessed great influ- 
ence ill this county, which he represented in Parliament, in 1703, 
he becpieathed this Manor to liis wife and two daughters. Cathe- 
rine, tlie el(les*t daughter, becoming the survivor, afterwards pos» 
sessed the whole in her own right till her death in 17 S2, when 
she left it, with an estate of about i^OOOl. per atmutn, to her two 
servants, from whom the Manor was purchased by Coulson Fel- 
lows, Esq. in 1736\ or 1737. His grandson, William Henry Fel- 
lows, Esq. Member of Parikment for this county, is the present 
owner and resident. 

The Abbey stood at the upper end of tlie town, towards tlie 
south, at a little distance from the present Church. The only re- 
main of importance is tlie ruined Gatciiu/y, a very fine fragment 
of beautiful architecture, of the more florid kind, but most la- 
mentably dilapidated : this, says Browne Willis, is ‘said, by the 
inhabitants, to have lieeii used as a prison/f The same gentle- 
man informs us, that the ‘ Manor-House’ and ‘ oflices’ were built 
out of the Abbey ruins :J they now form the residence of IMr. Fel- 
lows. Tlie House is large, and handsomely furnished ; it commands 
some fine prospects, and tht grounds are pleasant.§ 

The C/nne/i is a spacious and elegant structure, consisting of a nave, 
chancel, and aisles, with a well-built tower, embattled, and other- 
wise ornainenltHl, at the west end: the latter, sa)s Browne Willis, 
was erected in 1671, by the inhabitants, with the Abbey stone, 
in place of a low wooden building which previously stood tliere.|| 
Tlie nave is divided iVoin the aisles l)y seven large and well pro- 
portioaed arches on each side, springing from handsome columns;- 

«nd 


♦ Noble's Crom. Vol. I. p. C(5. 

t Hist, of Mit. Abbeys, Vol. I. J ibid. § Ibid* 

!! Mr. Gough states, that ‘the Monks’ Hall, or Abbot’s Parlour, 
and Dining Room above, were converted into a house by Sir Richard 
Cromwell/ and that he saw there, in i78‘J, a * neglected abbaiial chair,* 

Brii. Toi. IL p. J'J'J 
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and from the chancel by a still larger arch, with a carved wooden 
screen crossing the lower part* Tiie windows are large, and hand- 
some; and appear, from the many fragments remaining, to have 
been once finely adorned with stained Glass ; some small figures of 
angels, crowned heads, &c. exhibit some very rrdi lines: iiiucfi 
glass has been taken away, or destroyed, since Dr. Stukclcy was 
he#e in 173(). Sir Oliver Cromivcll, K. B, and several others of 
his family, w'cre buried here, but their places of internieiit are 
not pointed out by any inscription. Tiie Sepulchral Memorials 
are but few, and of no particular intei'cst : several large slabs in 
the nave have been inlaid with brasses, most probably of Abbots and 
Priests of Ramsey. In the reign ofCharles the Second, a Free- School 
was established in this town, and endowed under a decree of 
Chancery, in with one hundred acres of fen-land: this 

foundation has been greatly neglected; and the old School- 1 louse 
fell down about tw^eiity years ago. A Charity-School fur girls was 
likewise instituted here about the beginning ot the last century, b> 
John Dryden, Esq. (who was related to the Poet Dryden,) of 
Chesterton, in this county, whose benevolence prompted him to 
bequeath l(),000l. for charitable purposes, to difiereiit towus and 
villages, as is stated on his inoiuimeilt in Chestertou Church : he 
died at the age of seventy- two, in January, 1707. 

Ramsey jirincipally consists of one long street, with a second 
branching off northwards, along the banks of the river from the 
bridge: the houses are chiefly of biick. The market grew nearly 
into disuse after the dissolution of the Abbey, but afterwards re- 
covered, through the conveiiieiicv’ of its situation for the sale of 
cattle, and live stock generally: it is now in tolerable repute. Ac* 
coaling to the reliirns under the Act of 1800, the population of 
this Parish amounted to* 185)4-; of whom, 974 w’ere males, and 
9-0 females: the number of houses was 3.>3. 

Noble, in his Memoirs of the Cromwells, relates a singular 
anecdote of the introduction of the Plague into this towm in 
He states, that Major Williaiii Cromwell, (fourtii son of Sir Oli- 
ver,) wlio epgaged in a plot to assassinate the Protector Cromwell, 
“ died o( the plague at Ramsey, in the morning of February flw' 

1 twenty-third, 
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tvsTTily-third, in tlic above year, and was buried the next evening 
in t!ic Church there. He caught the infection by wearing a coat, 
the cloth of wbicli came from Lomloii ; and the (aylor that made 
the coat, witii all his family, died of tin! same terrible disorder, 
as did no less than -tCK) people in Ramsey, as a[ypears by tlie Re- 
gister, and all owing to this tiital coat.’'* 

Ill 17-31, May tlic twenU-first, Ramsey was partly consunaBd 
by iiie : the conflagration destroyed ‘ upwards of eighty dwelling 
fious'cs, besides shops, hams, granaries, »Scc. with an amaiiiig 
quantity of malt and flour.'f 

William dk Ramskv, a* native of this town, ami Abbot of 
Pctcrl>oro\igli in the reign of Edward t!ie Fourth, wrote a Life 
of St. Ciuthlac in verse, and was likewise the author of several 
other works.; 

BODSAY-HOUSE, aliout a mile from KuiaNey, was granted to 
tlie Cromwells, as “ a grange, or farni-houHc*, parcel of the jx>s- 
sesskuis of the late monasterv.” From BlomcV map of Hunting- 
donshire, given in his Britaimiu, it ap|>ears to liavi.' been surround- 
ed by a large moat, supplied witli water tiom Ramsey-Mere, 
Here, in the time of (’harles the Second, resided Colonel Henry 
Cromwell, or rather Williyii^, as he then called himself, wIjo was 
one of Uiose included in the list of ‘ Knights of the Koval Oak ; 
but the final establishment of which Order of Knighthood was 
at last relinquished from motives of jmiicy. la the Baronetage 
which gives the names of the intended Knights, the estate of 
Colonel Cromwell is esliiuute<l at COOul. but Ramsey, Bury, and 
Ollier Manors, were not then sokl.|| 

KING’S 

» 

• Mem. of the Crom. F.im. Vol. I. p. 5o’,-7, 
t Gough’s Cam. Vol. II. p. 160 . 

J Lei. De Scrip. Brit. p. 215,-16. Edit. 1700. 

11 In the Court Rolls of R.imsey is the following singular entry re- 
lating to the Colonel. Oct. 22, lo57, * Henry (!rom\veii. Esq. Lord 
of the Mnnor of Ramsey, was presented for h\% Hogs, contrary to an 
order heretofore made in this Court> and he is humbly desired to observe 
tliat order. 
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klNO’S Delf, c>r DykEj is llie name that, in later times, 
bas been given to part of the high road, or causeway, which 
runs lielweeii Peterborough and Ramsey, It occurs in records as 
early as tlie reign of Eflgar; hut ap|H‘ars, confonuabiy to I he 
true signiticatioii of liie word didf^ to have ll;en designated a 
dlicli, or channel, cut through the marshes ; and il\\us by llial King 
niade tlie boundary of bis donation to Peterborough. 'Phis Dyke 
is generally confomide<l witli Cnuts dclf^ or Siirydcs-def/, (calle<l 
also Steeds- Di/kc,) of the origin of which Camden gives the fol- 
lowing account. the sons and servants of Canute, sent 

from Peterborough to Ramsey, were crossing this lake, OVIntlle- 
sea,) ‘ a most violent storm arose, with a wJiirlwind, as tliey were 
cheerfully sailing along aimising themselves with singing, and cji- 
veloped them on every side, so that they ahsoJutely des|>aired ot 
their lives, as well as of assistmice. Ibd the mercy of the Al- 
mighty did not quite I’ail them, nor suHer the dreadful gulph to 
swallow tlieiii up ; but uiercifully, from liis providence, delivered 
some of them tfom those raging waves, and |>erinitted the rest, 
according to the secret workings of his righteous judgment, to 
pass out of this frail life in the midst of tliose waves. When tlie 
report of this danger reached tlie King’s ears, fear and tremhiing 
laid liold on him ; but, after he had recovered himself, by the 
advice of liis nobles and friends, to prevent, for the fntun*, the 
iiiisfortnnes occasioned by this raging element, he caused a Dyke 
to be marked out by liis soldiers and servants in the adjoining 
inurslies betwecji Ramse\ and Whittlesca, and afterwards to he clear- 
ed by labourers ; whence, as v\e learn by the credible testimony of 
jour predecessors, some of the iirighbouring inliahitanls gave that 
Dvke tluj name of Siwrcltsdc/f, from its having been marked out 
wjth swords : and others^will have it called Cnouls-dclf, from the 
King.’* It is now cDninioiily called •SVav/5-X>i/:c, and is accounted the 
boundary between this county and Cainbridgeshirc,”t Mr* Coiigli 
says, * Tlie road above mentioned might probably be the work of 

some 


"* Hist. Eiicnsis. Foundation Char, of Saltrey Abbey* 
f Brit. Gough’s Edit. Vol. II. p. !ja. 
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50 nr‘ of lliis rirh Monastery, (Raniiry,) like tlii.t fro:ri 

^>♦ (.*[> 10 ;^ lo S|>al<iinir. ina;!e by E^eiiic, Abbot {>f iVlr;br)roiipi!, 
aiui Uisliop ot* Diiiiiinn. 1006; cidktd from hUu 1 1. .i /: -T'.d:., or 

W! ( I ri IJV'fLA MEIU’ is an oxtni'^ive o{’ a.I/out 

iivi‘ jnil^’s in uiui b<‘Uv<*en two aii'? lir/iM* lu br.:.< b-'. *• l <ii» 

t'lr.w* lakof sa\N Canidtiif. e\k*;-*‘ls iIm'ii* in a v<*.v part of 

iln' coiintrv ; fni» I lie iiiliiibiluhb'. rr( loni liiaf l!u‘ ibii ioi*' ; (»!' tliH 
/oe IS coinpcn^aik u bv the Uvlvai.lat/e^ ot tie* f; '‘'t-r v, ti;f’ 

till pastiiraiiO, and lie* fjoan’il v oj'Unf so lii jor ib /oiy Ivin'/ (J.j- 
fniU’ oiHrred lit* u n to be pan t beet out ireo i<«; ter,vfi5 

Hpou it, b\ rnrtviii, wOo it'vtd la rc annee/ i1h‘ i/:-t \u?lc'5 and 
iv;er Suojk', Kia/: <‘t D^niaark, love iJc 

-h'U'letl it iu su. Is i in:t!inet, that eucli ttoMi it-ei ^ i a projjo’.tion 
«e the ten lor }ii> own Use, as em it town leal brut l;t«e{ .-j .uttiipjf *>u 
tie op;*o:;t»' ten, lie ai.-o <»r<bnuetl llia.t no touieJap sbonld dijj 
('! U!ow' wble>n< le.ue in tliC felt belosti^unn to aiioiher, and tl/ut 
the' sj'tinid ah li j\e a < (uinnoii 1 ih^hr of p.isttjnti/e ; th.'.! is, horn 
>iiith r }ior!> in (ud< r l<» niainiain petite and Iearoir)!i\ auaeie^ rl;ei]|.”'* 
riu* Mere is o/eusioa iii\ aiutaied wilh,\\i'ifi in a vi»*b*j.t ru:»nner. 
•lojland s'.iNs, ‘it doth suip-innes, ij\ c::!ins a!id faite weatiier, so- 
diii'.ii\ rise (e‘inpes!nonsl\, as it were, into > i'uenl uater-ijuakes, lf> 
the {iaai/er ot' tlie po(»re If'diernie'i. b\ reason, as s(.U!i<‘ tliiiike, of 
evaporations breakin*/ vloleiilly out of the bov.t ls of the eaitlie/k 
Ei i ijtriiarv, 17. ‘h kf this i\lere was so frozen over, that two 
pii/cs weie run tor on it [ 

ddee lit‘d<; \ »*1 i LLll^ON, near Peterbo’*(i'^?<^h. ai.^d Al- 

Al/iON, near (Jhesnuaojj, were j/i\en lo iht' nnl^.ks of Feleiln^- 
7oiii»!i, bv Anilrea^, their twent\-tliird A!4)ot, Mor the aiepr.eiita- 
tion ot (}p if evMiun.oi'iS.'^ I'lettcMi edteruards < aiue into tiie J 
‘•esNjoj^ of ;; faiiiilv oi' liie same name, and nioue recendv of the 
Pl'oh^e■^.|j 

^ OL. All. Aro. 1803. M m * OVERTON 

Ibn. Vol, ir. p. 154, 155. Gon^lfs FMit. 

nuiiand*3 Cara. p. 5C0. J Gough’s Cam. VTl. U, p, Ti.U 


§ Cotton AI3. 


li I'o.d. 
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OVERTON LONOUEVIfXE, or ORTON, as it is corruptly 
calli'd, lieiiig ‘ fbrli ited lor lelony, was redeemed of Ki.i" John 
bv N tirol Lovetoft, whose sister and coheiress married Hubert, 
alias Robert de Broml'ord; and their children i^siinied llie name 
of Lovelott/* Tlie Manor allerwards belonged to the Eiiris of 
Linroln, but is now the property and seat of George (jordon, 
Earl of Abovne, who arquired it by his marriage with Miss Cope, 
seconi] (laughlcr and colnnress of Sir Chailt's Cupv, Bart, lire for- 
mer owner, to whose memory tliore is a mural inonumonl in tire 
Church. The mansion is not large, hut is pleasantly situated 
amidst clumps of wockI, and fruitful meadows. Lord Aboync* lias 
considerably extended liis estate here, by purchasing, in 180.3, of 
William Wallt‘r, Esq. the two adjoining Parislics of Chesterloji 
and Ila(l<lon, for the sum of 75,OOOl. 

In the north aisle of the i'JmrcU is a handsome monument, or- 
namented with many sliields of arms, and inscrilred to the memo- 
ir of EUzuhc.th, sole daughter and heiress of Sir William Reyner, 
wlio married Henry Talbot, younger son of George, Earl of Siirews- 
bury; and Marp, their youngest daughter, and co-heiress; whose 
second husband was Sir William Armine, Bart, who uas liuned 
here in March, In the Church-yard is an ancient monu- 

ment of a Kni<rht, whose sculptured figure, though greatly muti- 
lated, shews him to have been represented in armour, with a shirt 
and hood of mail; his head resting on a pillow, and on liis right 
arm a heater shield: he ap})ears to have been cross-legged, and 
to have had a sword (b pendant from his girdle, yvith some beast, 
probably a lion, at his fect.t This, according to a tradition (d 
tke inhabitants,*' recorded by Bishop Kennct,J was intended to 
commetnorate * a Lord* Longucville, who, in fighting with the 
Danes near this place, received a wound in his belly, so that his 

entrails 


^ Gough's Cam. Vol. II. p. 153. 

f An Engraving of this monument, from a drawing by Carter, has been 
given in the Gcnilemarrb Magazine for July, 1807. 
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entrails fell out; but wrapping them round the wrist of bis left 
nrtn, be ronlinued the combat with bis riglit iiaiid till Ik liad killed 
the Danisli and soon after f<‘ll bimseltV I bis wild tale was 

thought to be r.orrobo rated by the iiionuiiient itsclt, but only the 
grossest ignorance could make such a conclusion. The entire cos- 
tume of the iigun is that of the tweltlli century ; and the knight 
represcMited was proliably one of the Lovcloits, or Lovetolts, as 
tliey Jiave been iii<hderenlly callcfl. 

OV'KHTON WA'I EUV ILI. E, with the patronage of theCIiurch, 
was granted by Laurence Booth, Archbishop ot Vork, who died 
in ]4iS0, to Eemtiioke Ifall, Cambridgt*, ‘ to which a great jiart 
oi the town still heloiigetij.’*' The mimbci of houses in holli Oitous 
did not exceed nine y in the year 1801. 

At BOTI LE lilllDtiE, so calJcil, says Camden, * for short- 
ju'ss, from B(*lolph Bridge,' near the Neii Biver, wa.^ an ancient 
House, ‘conveseii bs inheritance from the Draitons, and Lovets, 
to the family of the Shirleys.’f Tlie place where this House stood, 
is, in the Colton Manuscript, said to be ‘now (anno lObf;) con- 
verted into a wood-ground; and the Chapel near aojoining is gone 
to decay/ 

Tiie well-known Inn, called KatfAs Cabjn, stands at the in- 
tersection of the roads, m ar the little village of CilE^'l Ell LON, 
wliich eonsists of about btteen or sixteen scailei ed cottages. This 
formed part of the estate of the Knights, ‘ an aneient fa- 

mily,’ says Camden, ‘ famous in this county ; wliose ‘ iieiis gene- 
ral w ere married to Hew it, Elines, and Diydeii.’i John Diyden, 
l^sq, whose charities Inue been mentioned under Overton Longue- 
ville, had * a noble estate at Chesterton, and* the neighb<»unijg 
towns, which descended by liis sister J.o die ancient and worthy 
family of the I’iggotts of Siiropsliiie, who enjoyed it till it was 
squandered away at Newmarket, and sol(| bv llieir representative 
Kobeii Biggott, Esq. '4 It lias been since purchased ot llie Wallers 
by the E<irl of Almyiie. in the i’hurcli, which is dedicated to 8t, 

M in / * Michael, 

^ Cotton xMS. t Cnm. \ol II. p. 103. 

i Cotton MS. § Gough's Camden, \ ol. 11, p. 1(50. 
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Miclnu'l, several of the Bcvills lie buiied, as well ns other LordiJ 
of this JM nnor. 

A!k)iii mid'.Miy between Chesterton and Cn'^tor, in Norlliamp- 
fOi;'<hire, is tije site of the Ronia:i DoRor.invyE, the fort <»f uhi< Ii 
on t]:e ile.nli;yi;don>hi!e shie of the Neii River; but the 
troir* the ^vnious roiiis, and other antiquities, that Ijave been 
fo;:r-d, npi'* ars 1o have srioad itself |>finri|>'all\ t)n the novilieru 
side of the i l\ , v\U'Mliug towards C'astor. Cast/c-l\'i l(h nt 
ChO'Urron, .a •> >Ir, (rout^’i, ‘ is a lar^e tract, inrlosetl hy a diteli 
and r.Vii unt; the Ibnnan jtia<l inui with a bold rid^e thronsfh it, 
ill an o'diqtu* din . ti^n, noi jMnullei to l!ie sides, nor jr.‘s.-'rit« ihrouab 
the '>vhi» !i t.'.ake'y it look ratlier like a stnniner camp/* 

}lt fo-; (»;' H.r.itiri an ''.nlij-t; to CvUnde:*, called this city V/cr 

Dorv!,' and <»n the Neiu*/ ai.d ine»;t:oi,- it n> heini; 

‘ hehne iit' — * bi iln' Mfun' ‘•ettM'/ (kjnnlen eon- 

tinnes, ‘as /.koo/, /:<r, that ihc pa\'a:ic of’ the Hirer ^ it is now' 
called Bm'r.'rra: ai>d it < vhihits txidenl tiaresof a rtiined (dly, he- 
sides aneicitt c:oii:s; <(»i to tliis the Ron.an road leads straight fiom 
Huntin<:(l<ni ; aiul a iitl h* al>o\e SllllcMi, aiieiently railed Stlchilton, it 
apj^eais with a ri<ige, and is calhd, in an atuidtl Saxon char- 
ter, Ihirictr:; Street, Here it passt ,s tlsrout^b the nhddle ol* a Mjuare 
rampart, wln>se nrifli seems to have luen tbrtitied with a 

vail, and the other sides only with banks of tarllr. Near it were 
some time ago dug tip se\eral stone che>ls or cotiins.’ — ‘ Some 
think that this cli> r^tood on lioth sides ol the river; and that the 
little village of Caster, on the opposite bank, was part of it; and 
tliis opinion is ceitaiidy sn|)j<<»rted by anek iit liistorv, which iiitorii/S 
that on the 5vei;e was a place called Dornnmci(rcasfrc,f wheic 
Kiiiuekurga, (wile ot AlVied, King of Northunihcrland,) having 
built a small monastery, it began to l)c first called Kinnebnrge- 
Caster, and afterwards, by comraction, Ca>ter,l Mr. Gough ob- 
serves, 


Gough’s Cam. Voj. JJ. p. 183, and iGA 
t Cormundcaasirc, MS. n. Gale. 

1 Cioagidi Cam. Vul. JI. p. J6e» 
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senTS, Mhe nnnie of Dorttford is not mnrli known at present; 

the eoiiis are called Dormanis, wixy i^oiman-Gaie, 

(prol>*d»!v’ corruptions for Romany) and liie passacje over llie river, 
Dun^i'ord f'trvj/.'* The same writer remarks from Stukcley, that 
the ‘ name of Kinehur»;[a is preserved in Ladj/ Cone j/- Bur roio IVai/, 
which seems to have bcgmi about Water Newton, and to have 
been paved with a sort of cubical brick^ /f 

Numerons anliqui!i< s liave been ’found in the \itinity of this sta- 
tion. Dr. Stukelcy, in a romimmiratinii to dale, published in Gale^s 
],otl<'is, savs, that wlnMi the turnpike road Irom Kale's Cahin to 
W aliiislord liiidgc, was made ahaig tin? side ot tlie cilv oi' JJuro- 
hni'a\ they tiimiMl up in the cemetarv (d th.at jdacc, many iirns^ 
of ditfereul clays aiul t'onns, wilii coins; and several cothns of 
ef|ual breatith throu;:hout, of one slone, well cot, and covered 
wiili another handsome slone; and also a leade n cotiin td -tC.-Oibs. 
wiijzht: all tin* «’otlins had skeletons in them: c>iie ol llieni was a 
female skehdon, willi a child in the \\(mib //z .vuV/ viiiother iiud 
two neatly-shaped small unis, one on each side. Among the coiiuj 
was an Antoninus Pius ; a silver Nciva, leverse Luljcrta.s J'uhlica; 
a "inall brass Valentinian, reverse Victoua; and a cuiisei ratlon of 
Gonstantine the (ircab ascending to Heaven in a chari<d drawn by 
four liorses. Another binving-gioiuid was dug thiough, on a dry 
gravelly hill, h} Stebbington hedges, not f,»r tVom the river; 
where tlie earth of the usdina, or hun;ii!?>piace'*, ajqieavid very 
black, and bits of charioal, and iimnnicralde fragments ot imis, 
bones, and sloiies, were scattered over ilicin to a coiisideralde. 
extent. In iligging a ditcli at tlie soutii eidrame of the city, the 
foundations ol I.ewn stone, and thick iron bar?, ten Icct long, as 
of a portcullis, were also iduiul.J 

Some 

^ G.'Ugh’s Cam. \’ul. il. p. IOC, from Ward in Horde y’s Bilt. Horn, 

p. 

f Ibid. p. 183, from Iter. Cur. ^’oI. II. PI. xiii. 

+ (Julc'j* i.atcrs, p. IS:?. 
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Some further discoveries were made by the side of the lu'"h 
road near Chesterton in 1734, of Hliich an account wasconituuni* 
cated to tlie Society of Antiquaries by Mr. Manning. Among {hem 
was a codin, of a Iiard yellowish slOi e, six feet inches long, 
with a tiat lid, undercut to tit the coliin; within it was an entire 
skeleton, and three glass Lcichr^matorits, a small black seal, ihicc 
or four pins like ebony or agate, a coin Faustina, a silver one 
of Gordian, be>idcs other defaced coins, and some scraps of white 
wood, inscribed with Homan and Greek letters. The substance 
of nine or ten otlier skeletons, were found surrounding the cothn, 
and ail of them only at the depth of one f<H>l.* 

ALLWALTON, or Allerton, a small village near Clu ster- 
ton, consisting of about tliirty-tive houses, is supposed, by St ukc- 
ley, to be a corruption from Alii-xierk-fon ; and by Dr. Neve, 
who was Rector of this Parish, and Archdeacon of Huntingdon, 
to be derived from the Roman Ad Vallrnn, Alivalton; or utdcl- 
woldlune, from Adelw old. Bishop of ini heater. In 1/31, Mr. 
Gale saw’ some very high banks of an ancient town, near Allerton, 
on the cast side of tlie high road, among fields and hedges.t At 
the lime of the Domesday Survey, Iffulium was possessed b> 
Hugh de Bolebec. In the following century, the Manor \\a> 
granted to the Monks of Peterborough, who relained it till 
Dissolution; alter which, in July, 1341, it was given to the Dean 
and Chapter of Peterborough by Henry the Eighth. 

WANDSIORD, or WALMESFORD liWdge, connects this 
county with that of Northampton, the limits of each exleiuling to 
the middle of the Bridge, which is of stone, and consists of thir- 
teet} arches. A f<tfw houses lieloiiging to the Parish of Wandsford 
are on the IIuntiiigdonshir€.sideof the Neii River; but the Cliurch, 
and principal hnildiugs, arc in Northamptonshire, 'i'he famous 
^Drunken Barnahy' has thus celebrated this place in oitc of his 
Journeys to the north of England. 

Thence to ff 'ansjdrih Brigs, a river 
And a wife will live for ever : 


* Gough, from Min. of the Ant. Soc. 
t Gough’s Cam. Vol. 11. p. 13-^. 


River 
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lUvcr broad ; an old wife jolly. 

Comely, seemly, free from (uWj : 

Gates and gardens neatly gracious ; 

Ports, and parks, and pastures spacious, 

Seeing there, as did become me. 

Written, Lord have Mercy on me, 

Oa the portals, 1 departed. 

Lest I should have sorer smarted ; 

Tho* from death none may be spared, 

I to die was not prepared. 

On a hay-cock sleeping soundly, 

*1V river rose, and took me roundly 
Down the current : people cried, 

S'eeping down the stream I hy’d, 

^ Hliere aivfifj,' quoth they, *from Greenland ?* 

* So; from Il'ansforth- Brigs, in England.** 

DENTON 




• The original of this passage is as follows : 

Veni IVamfiHk^brigs, immancm 
Vidi amnem, alnum, anum; 

Amncm Latum, anum lautam, 

Comptamj cultam, castam, cautam; 

Portas, hoitos spcciosos, 

Portus, saltus spatiosos. 

Sed scribeutem digilum Dei 
Spectans ‘ Miserere mci,* 

Atriis, angulis, confestim, 

Evitandi cura 

Fugi ; tnori licet natus, 

Nondum moil sum paratus. 

Indc prato peramocni • 

Dormiens tcmulentcr foeni, 

Rivus surgic ct me capit, 

£t in flumen altc rnpit; 

* Quorsum ?’ clamant, ‘ Nuper erro 
A Waiisforth-brigs in Anglo-icrra. 

It is somewhat singular that so little is known of the author of ' Drun- 
Wen Bainaby’s Journal/ thpugh his v/itty and ingenious Poem has now 
2 beeu 
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DENTON was part of the estate of tfie Cottons of Conniii;,'loa* 
who had large possessiohs in this quarter of Huntiiii^donshire; and 
by one of whom, Jolui Colton, the Church was partly rebuilt 
about the yea|Ml06'5 : in the east window is a shield of arms, dis- 
playing qua rterfv; first, Cotton; second, Bruce; thiui, Scot; and 
fourth, Earl Waitheof.* 

Denton was the birth-place of the fa||ious antiquaiw Siu Ro - 
BERT Cotton, to whom Literature has been so much indebted 
for the establishment of that invaluable collection the Cottonian 
Library, now in tlie British Museum. He was born on the tweii- 
t\'Second of January, 15/0; being the fourth sou of Thomas 

Colton, 

be.en in circulation upwards a century and a half*. It has been said 
that he was a ‘ graduate of Oxford and it is generally suppt sed tl.at hr- 
name was liar rln^tcm, from the following passage in his third Jjurney. 

Veni bonumomcal 

Vcie anians ilicd uomrn, 

Mai riiigi(»tu* dedi numinum, 
jbt rortunx pea& surnnuim, 

Itidigcnli postulanti, 

Bciu'UicLioncra danth 

This occurs in his route from Huntingdon towards ‘Sawtry-lanc* and *C h(U 
ding,* where he n uices the CoIK ge of the rV-rrars. Now dierc is tio 
such place as Harrington on that road ; the plat e meant appears to be 
the small village of Ha/tuncrlon, and by that namv if he should be again 
sought for in the Oxford lists, he will probably be found. lie seems, 
from various incidental notices in his Journal, to have lived in the rcigntf 
of Joint's the First^ and his successor Charles, and to have written hif 
Poem about the time of the C‘vil Wars. The English version is so very 
inferior to the original Latin Poem, which abounds with wit and humo- 
rous satire, that it is hardly possible to imagine it can have been com- 
posed by the same person. 

* A Harrington was a small coin, town-picce, or tradesman’s telten, cor.* 
rent in the early pari of the scvcritecnth century. * I will not Harringicm 

c* the suriL* Men Jmson^ in * The Devil* s an Ms,* 


9 ^ Colton MS, 
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Cotton, E^q. and Elizabeth, daughter of Francis Sherley, Esq. of 
Stanton, in Leicestershire. He completed his education at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, where he became BacheJ|pr of Arls;"^ and 
aftenvards returning to his paternal home, passed sotpe time there; 
but iindHtg this reliremcitt inconsistent with iiis pursuits, he went 
to LondoQ^ jmd u^as soon admitted a Member of the Society of 
Anti(|uarie$, but recently established. He now begun to 
prosecute the study of tSntiquities with great zeal, and in 1599 f 
or 1600, accompanied Camden to Carlisle, at which time he col- 
lected those Roman monuments from the neighbouriiood of the 
Pit ts Wall, that are now preserved at Trinity College. On tlie 
nrccssioii ot James the First, he was created a knight; ‘ and dur- 
ing this whole reign he was very much courted, admired, and 
esteemed, by the greatest men in the nation; and consulted as an 
oiacle, by tlic Privy Counsellors, and the rest of the Ministers, 
upon every difficult point relating to our Constitution/ In I6O8 
he was a()poirited one of the Commissioners to inquire into the 
state of the navy; and soon afterwards he begun to direct his 
alfention “towards the ‘manner and means how the Kings of 
Lughincl Iiave, from time to time, supported and repaired theit 
cslaies;' tbr King James tiaving prodigally exhausted his treasury, 
new projects, as they were then called, were to be contrived to 
hll it up again.” Among the expedients suggested by Sir Robert, 
and otliers, for this purpose, was tire creation of Baronets; one 
whom he himself became, being the twenty-sixth that was 
created. In the first Parliament of Charles the First he was a 
a Member, and took a very active part in public affairs till the 
year 1629, when lie was arrested by order of th^ Privy Council, 
^foV having in his custody a |)estilent tractate, which he had fos- 
tered as his child, and had sent it abroad into divers hands; con- 
taining a project how a prince may make iiiinself an absolute ty- 
On this occasion his library and papers were seized by the 
VoL. VIL Alo. 1808 . N n ♦ government; 

* In 1593 , according to the Bic^. Brit, which protCsscs to quote the 
College Books j yet this could not be t^ue, as he was then only five 
years old. 
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government ; and thougli, in the course of the proceedings, it ap- 
peared that the tract complained of, and which bore for its title, 

ProjK>sition for^is Majestv’s Service, to bridle the Impertinency 
of Pailiameuts/ had hc.en actually wTitteii by Sir Robert Dudley, 
whikt ill exile at riorcnce, hi the reign of Jamcl t lie First, and 
hud been copied and circulated entirely witliout the ^tit^wlcdge of 
Sir Robert, by his lilirarian, yet liis collections were willilield 
from him; and, iu a letter written blit a short lime before bis 
death, it is asserted, that, before he died, ‘ he re<juested Sir Henry 
Spelman to signify to the Lord Privy Seal, and the rest of the 
l ords of tlie Council, that their so long detaining his bookfFroui 
him, without rendering any reason for the same, had been the 
cause of bis mortal malady/ lie died at Cotton House, West- 
minster, on the sixth of May, 16*31; and was buried in the south 
chancel of Connington Church, near his family seat in this county. 

Besides numerous publications, and other works yet in inanu- 
script, written by Sir Robert, he assisted all thb learned men of 
his time with the uio>t useful comnumicatious. Speeds History 
derives great part of its value from his labours, and the coins and 
seals ciigruved in it ^^cre copied from his collections; as were those 
given in Camden’s Brifaiuiia. He furnished Knolles willi im- 
portant documents for his Turkisli History; and aided both Sir 
Waller Raleigh, and Lord IJaron, with the use oir books, and 
other materials, tor their respective histories. The learned Selden 
was greatly indebted to him; and, “in short, this great ami wortiiy 
man was tlie gem rous j)ation of all hoers of anlnpiities; and lii> 
hotise and library were always oj*eii to ingenious and inquisitive 
H;k:‘rsoiis. lucrctlible is the service that has been done to learning, 
and especially to the Ipslorv of tliese three kingdoms, by bis se- 
curing, as he did, his valuabie Lihrarj/ for the use and service of 
posterity/*^ 

OLATTON ci'M HOF^ME formed the liberty so called^ which, 
In the time of Charles liie ScQomi, belonged Ip Sir John CoHon, 

Bart. 

♦ yiog. lY- p, 300. A more panicular account of Six* 

Robert’s library will bc^bund under tile head British Museum, in Vol. 
X. of this W’ork- 
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Hart/ Glatton vras afterward* possessed by the Ca$idU an4 
^htrrards; and since by Mr. Wells, ship-builder at Chatham ; whgj 
built the Glutton^ of fifty guns, now in the Alieditcrranean, and 
lately commanded by tlie brave but unfortunate Captain S^combe, 
who was mortally wounded on the coast of Calabria in February, 
1808, wHiisf Gliding in the attempt to recover some Sicilian gun- 
boats that ^ad been talneti by tlte French. In the sixteenth of 
Edward the Second, Hugh Dcspencer the younger obtained a 
giant in fee of (ilatton.t According to the returns in 1301, this 
Parbli contained seventy-two bouses; that of Holme, fifty-one. 

(jONNINGTON, which became celebrated as tiie seat of the 
VottonSt was anciently, says Camden, * holden of the Honour of 
Huntingdon,* and there * Within a square ditch, are traces of an 
atici^nt Cattle, the seat, as also Sallrey, by gift of Canute, of 
I'uikili the Dane.' On lits exile in the reign of Edward the Coii- 
fc'sor, it was granted by the King to Waltheof, afterwards Earl 
ot Kortiiuniboriand and Huntingdon, who married Judith, niece 
to Wiliiain the Conqueror, and wliose daughter Maud conveyed 
her inheritance in marriage, first, to Simon de St. Liz; and se- 
condly, to * David, son of Malcolm the First, King of Scotland, 
and the holy Margaret his wife, niece to King Edward the Con- 
feasor, graiid-chiUl to Edmund, surnamed Atheling; by which 
rnanhge the stem-royali of the Saxons became united with tlie 
blood-royall of the Scottish Kings, in whose male line that Earl- 
dom and this Lordship continued until Isabell, the daughter and 
heiress of David, F-ttrl of Huntingdon, and brother to Malcolm, 
William, and Alexander, successively Kings of Scotland, brought 
them both, hy her iiiartiage with Robert de Btusy^ into that family. 
‘—She ga\ethis Loadship of Conimigton,«with the other lar^e pos- 
sessions in England, to her second son, Bernard cieBrus; and after 
four descents in tint stem, they were, by the marriage of Anne, 
daughter and co-^beir of Sir John de Brus, with Sir Hugh de We- 
#enhani, conveyed into his familv. After three more descents, 
Mary, niece and heiress of Thomas Vfesenham, married William, 

'S n 2 ^ secott<| 


• Coitou MS. 


•f* 


X Ibid. 
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s^nd son of Sir Kichard Cotton, of Ilidwarc in Statfford shire, 
fi6m whom Sir John Cotton, Bart, is lineally now descended to 
this Lordship) of Conningtort, and hath here, and liereabouts, great 
possessions/''^ The Cottons took their surname from Cotton in 
Cheshire; and from ‘ WilHam de Cotton, who lived intj(|^t county, 
ate derived all the eminent families of that name iilliaigland/1 
William, who married the heiress of the W^senhaws, was slain at 
the battle of St. Albans in 1455: he was great-great-great-grand- 
father to Sir Robert Cotton^ who * having collected,' says Camden, 
^ the remains of' venerable antiquity from all parts, has here formed 
a cabinet, from which he has often with singttlar kindness furnished 
me light in my dark |nirsuits/ Through this descent from the 
Briisos, Sir Robert was related to the blood-royal both of Scotland 
and England; ‘on which account King James was wont to call 
him cousin; and he used frequently to write his own name Robot 
Cotton Bruce J I 

Sir John Cotton finding the mansion at Connington in a ruinous 
state, and having a superior )>redilection for that of Stratton, in 
Bedfordshiie, ‘ took it down, excepting a stone colonnade of the 
front. It w^as built by Sir Robert Cotton, and stood at the west 
end of the Church fronting the north, but is now succeeded by a 
modem farin-housc/§ On a terrace in the garden were two oc- 
tangular stone summer-houses, one of which was fitted up with 
the Homan inscriptions and altars brought from the wall of Seve- 
nis, some of which are now fixed up at tlie foot of the library 
stairs in Trinity College, Cambridge; they having been given to 
that College by Sir John Cotton.|| Connington is now the seat of 
John Heathcote* Esq. late Member of Parliament for Rippon, in 
Yorkshire: the grounds,* though not extensive, are pleasant, and 
are watered by a small stream. 

Connington Church is a large and handsome building, consisting 
of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a north and south cba|)el, 
and an embattled tower at the west end. Here are many inonu* 

nients, 

Cotton MS. t Cottoni scrip, T, Smiths, p. !• 

♦ Ibid* 5 Gough’s Cam. Vol. II. p. 161. II Ihid* 
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merits, chiefly of the Cottons ; an<f a^inst the north wall the ho- 
iiofnry inscription, Prince Henry of Scotland, l^rd of Conninqton, 
Knd Impaator, Rex Francitz, Anglu-Saxomnn, Anqlice, Scotice. 
Among Ihg nwnunients are four large marble Medallions with 
iiiscriptioWte for Sir Robert Cotton; his son Sir Thomas, who died 
in 16*62; ^i!d his grandson Sir John, and his second wife, both of 
whom deceased in 1702, ' epitaph on Sir Robert is as follows: 

Robtus Cottonus Miles et Bar onettus, Dm higus 
Manerii de Connington, 

\ ’ AntigtkZ et nobilis Familiit Bruceorum ejusd. 

l^Ianerii Dominorum, per parentalcm succcssionem hares; 
^agacissimus Antiquitatum hujus gent is indagator, 

Et conservator notissmus. 

Natus 22 Januarii MDLXX Denionia ; 

Obit O' die Mali MDCXXI in domo sua 
U 'cstmoudsU rlt mi, 

Et juxta hie coiiditur cxpectans liesurreciioncm falicetn* 
Communis mundo superest rogus. 

The inscription written by Dr« Smith tor his sou Sir Tiiomas, who 
died in May, coiumences tlius: 

Thomas Cottonus, Baronettus Rob.flius, hares, ct 
imitator paterna sedulitatis in conquirendis Britannicarum 
Antiquitatum monumentis H, S. £. Oppres'sa putria et Regi 
Caroli L Jidem pra^Uit. Bibliotheca?n incstimubiUm summo 
studio nec fninoribus impensis conservaiit, locupUtavit, tipos^ 
teritaii erudita dicaxit^ &;c. 

On a blue marble slab ki the chancel is inscribed, ‘ Under tfm 
stone resteth the body of John Cotton^ fourth son of I'hoiuas 
Cotton, Lord of this Manor of Connington : he lived eight\-eight 
years. To his family he gave the manuors of Glatton, Holme, 
Saw'trey, Beawmes, Steeple Gidding, and Denton, He deceased 
on New-year's day, An. Doni. 1635/ 

STILTON, a weU*known village on the high north road, has 
obtained additional celebrity from giving name to a peculiar kind 
Ot Cheese, which has not unfrequently bfeii called the English 

N n 3 * Parmesan, 
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Paiinesan. Marshall, in hURemarksoatheAgrkulluraof tlieMid- 
Iaim Counties, asserts, that, * this cliecse was first made by a Mrs. 
Paiilet, of Wymondhaiii, near Mellon Mowbray in Leiccstersliire, 
who was related to, or intimately acquainted with, .tlie celebrated 
Cooper ThorfihiU, who kept the Bell Inn in this village, and that 
ahe supplied his house with this new manufacture, which he fre- 
quently sold as high as balfa-crowii ^ ib. hence it acquired the 
Inaiiie of Stilton cheese from the place of sale.'* Thornhill w'as a 
famous rider, and it is recorded of him, that “ he rode three times 
to London in eleven hours*” and that he won the cup at Kinibol- 
lon with a mare which he took accidentally on the course, aflW a 
journey of twelve miles. He had a corn-rick of the value of 8001. 
at Stilton, which, though placed on iiigh stones, was found to have 
the whole inside eaten through by rats and mire, when intended 
to be threshed. Tlie tiiunber of houses in this Parish in 1801, wa.< 
111; that of inhabitants, oOQ, 

Sliiton is thus cliardcterized in the pages of Drunken Barnaby. 

Vent Sliiton, lento more, Thence to Stilton slowly paced, 

Sine fronde, sine flore, W ith no bloom nor blossom graced ; 

Sine prunis, sine pomis, With no plums nor apples stored, 

L'ti sencx sine com s, But bald, like an o!d man’s forehead; 

CaUa tellus, sed benignum Yet wiih inns so well provided, 

Moostrat viatori signum. Guests are pleas’d when they have iry’d it. 

At NORMAN 'cross, near where the road branches ofi* to 
Peterborough, have been built, during the late and present war, 
very extensive Burrach, partly of wood, and partly of brick, 
l^jey were erected principally for the reception of French prisoners, 
several thousands of wht^n are now confined here, and for whom 
k has become the prim ipal inland depot. 1 hey include a very 
large area, and are surrounded by a high wooden patlisade. 

YAXLEY, 

^ Some account of the process of making Stilton cheese will be found 
in the general description of Leicesieuhire, \'ol. IX. of this Work, 
p, 320*— 328. 
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A SM AIX but ancient market-town, called Tahesh in the Domes* 

s 

(lny Book, 1ias of Jalc increased in itnportance, from tlieconli^uity 
of the Barracks at Norman Cross. The market was for a long 
time discontinued, but li^siof late been revived : it was originally 
granted to the Abbots of Tliorney, one of whoiii, suruanied De 
Yakesley, who died in 1^9 ^9 a native of this town. The 

Chi/rch is a handsome fabric, and particularly remarkable for its 
well proportioned spire, which is seen at a considerable distance 
Oil all sides round. The number of houses in this Parish, in ISOl, 
w'as!2Jo; that of inhabitants, 9S6‘. 

EL TON, formerly Jylton, was the seat * of the famous and 
iincient lamily of the Sapeottsf one of wliom, Sir Richard Sap- 
cott, Knt. was ShtTitTof Hunting<!onshire and Cambridgeshire in 
the ninth of Edward the Fourth. Camden meirtious a private 
Chapel here ‘of singular workmanship, and most braulifiil (painted) 
glass windows, that was built by Elizabeth Diidiiinij widow of 
l^aron Fitz-Warhi, who married into tlie Saprolt family/ The 
Manor- Hou>e was rebuilt alter the Restoratron, by J:*ir Thomas 
IVohv, Bart, w'ho married a daughter ot Sir 'Hiornas Cotton, of 
Connington, and represented this county in several ParliafnentSi 
His collateral descendant, John Joshua Proby, K. P. created Earl 
of Carysfort by his present Majesty in l?iS9, is now owner. A 
curious Toucr of the old maiisioii is still remaining heiei 
SAWTREY All-Saims, SA\V1REV Judith, and SAW^ 
TREY St. Andrews, are all contiguous pA-ishes, rro.vset[ by 
ll»e, high road between one and two utiles soutimards from Con- 
uiagton. Sau;tn‘y ALL SaitUs, alias * so called tiom a-'^ 

N 

♦ In the Cotton MS. it the following copy of a grant of arms, made 
by * 'Thomas Grendall to WillUin Motgne, before tiie rcduciion of the 
Heralds under one regulation.’ A touz cenx que e'este presaUe Ltitres 
Virront ou curont, Yhomus Grcndakde Fenton, Cosyn ^ heir aSoHAti 
Reaomeys, Jadys de i'auirc, Muz en Dku. Comme Ics Annts 

d'Amuiry 
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ancient faniil^ of that name, contains about severity houses, and 
450 inhabitants. Sautrey Judith, corruptly hit, was the site of 
a Cistercian AbbiiY, founded by the second Simou de St. Uz, 
Earl of Huntingdon, about Ihe year 1146, on the land which 
had belonged to the Lady Judith, wife to Earl Waltheof, It was 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and supplied with motihs froiu 
Warden Ahbey, in Bedfordshire. At the period of the Dissolu- 
tion, its revenues suppoi led an Abbot, twelve |if onks, aad twein 
ty*two servants ; and were then estimated at the annual Value of 
14ll. 3s. 8(1, according to Dugdale ; or at 199^* Us. &d. aceord- 
iug to Speed. Henry the Eiglith afteirwards granted the Abbey, 
and its appurtenances, to his favorite, Sir Richard Cromwell ; 
and by this grant llie Church of All Saints at Fulhonm, in Cam- 
bridgeshire, pasj'cd as appendant to Sawtrey. Tl^e buildings bin <» 
been long destroyed. Richard Bruce, Lord of Annandale, was 
buried here ; and Henri/ Saltrey, a writer on Purgatory, was 
cither a native or mottk of this place.'^ The number of houses in 
this parish in 1801, w as thirtyeight \ in that of Saw trey St. An- 
drews, twenty-nine. * Roman urns were found ip Saulrc Field, 
about a mile from the town, in I772.’t 
Sawtrey fyaumes is thought to have been tlio birth-place of 
.Beaumais, Bishop of London in the time of Henry the First, 
and surnamed Rijus^ to distinguish him from bis tiepbewi who 

wi\« 

d^Ance^ry du dit Jnhan, eyres iejour de son moriqnty soieni par Loi, 
droit d'Eritage a nioy eschoietz com d son proschein Heir du son 
linage: Sachetz may lavaut dit 1 homos qioir dmmt^ granite per 
y cestes les entiers axant^ dittes Ernies, oue ieurs appurtenaute a 
William Moignl, Ckitaler, quelles Amies e'est a si avoir sont 
d* argent oue une croig dasure, me cinque garbes a or en le crois* 
A avoir Sf tenir torn ks axunt dUtes Armes, que kur qppurtenaniz au 
dk Monsieur IVUiqgmi u egsM^res 4 tmsignes a tous Jours. En 
Tesmoignance de^^qpteUe chose a cestes presentee J ay mis mon 

JDonne Ig tint S^ctmde jour de J^membre, Van du Ikgnc 

de ^oy Richar4^qnde, quimkine. 

^ Gough’s'Cam. Vol. IL p. ICl. 

f Ibid, from Spalding Soc. Miu. 
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was nAcmards Bishop of the same See. lie was appointed the 
first \yj^rdcn of liie Marches of Wales, and afterwards Governor 
of tfie whole qf Salop : he died in January, 1 127,-8. 

UPWOOD, near Ramsey, anciently Vpv^odcy was given by King 
Eiigtir to Duke* Ailwin/ who passed much time here in fiie ^ sports 
of huatiug and hawking,’ He also died here in his Hall, or Court, 
which he had previously granted, with the Manor, and its appur- 
tcuances, to die monks of Ramsey. After the Dissolution, the 
Manor became tlie property of Sir Richard Cromwell, whose 
eldest son and heir, Sir Henry, gave it, w'itb other lands, to his 
third son, Hcniy Cromwell, Esq. who resided here, and was 
chosen a Member lEbr Huntingdon in the first Parliament of James 
the First. He bcqucatlied it to his nephew, eldest son of Sir 
Oliver Cromwell, of whom it appears to have been purchased 
during the Protectorate, by Sir Peter Phesant, Judge of the 
Upper Bench, It has since passed through various hands, by pur- 
chase and otherwise, to Sir Richard Bickerton, Bart. Knight of 
the Crescent, and Vice Admiral of the While, who derived it 
from his falher, Rear Admiral Sir R. Bickerton, Commander in 
Chief, and Governor of the Dock-yard of Plymouth. The lat- 
ter, who was created a Baronet in 1778, and died of an apoplexy 
in 17 iJ 2 , made consideiable improvements in UPWOOD HOUSE, 
which also appears to have been altered by the Ciomwells in tlie 
time of James the Firsl.t The late Admiral was buried in Up- 
wood Church; as was also Sir Pettr Phesant, and several of (he 
Cromwell family } but the latter have no memorials. The nionu- 
pient of Sir Peter, which is placed up against the north wall of 
the chancel, is thus inscribed : 

M. S. 


^ Hist. Ram. chap* S4. 

t At Upwood is a Chimney-piect (removed from its situation by ih^ 
latC'Sif Richard Bickerton) carved with the arms of Henry Cromwell, 
£sq, and his second wife, Margaret, second daughter of Sirlhomas 
>V'ynde, Knt. of South- Wotton, Norfolk ; and representations of two 
paked figures, a man and a woman, cro^vned with laurel, with ihe 
jouiali H, c. and c. beneath them. I^'oblCs Cnm, / oL Lp. 28. 
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M. S. Petri Phesant modo Stnioris (bis Solius) J\i»- 
tidarii de Banco, Pi« late trga Deum, probitate erga Homines, 
Chrisfiani felkis, naiu el moribus vere Genermi, Juris Scieb- 
ti4, iEquilatis conscieniia, Lenitate crga bonos, beveritate in 
malos. Justitia ad omnes, Judicis eximii ; inconcussJ denique 
in Patriam (eiiam in Periculls) constamia, propugnacali fidelis. 

Nec non Murice (ab antique Famiiia de Bruges in Coinit. 
Gtocestrcnsi ortae) Uxoris ejus, Matrisq. Liberorum Charissi* 
map. Quae post 40 annas Conjugii et Amoris illcesi, sub hoc 
L>apide simui quiescunti adventum ejus exptciantes, qui Ca- 
put esi Anguli, L.apis excisus e Monte sine Manibus. 

Broughton was the head of the Barony of the Abbots ef 
Ramsey, and had ‘ annexed to it in this shire>,four Knight's fees/ 
It was granted to the Abbey by King iElhelred the Second ; and, 
after the Dissolution, to Sir Richard Cromwell, by Henry tbe 
Eighth : the village contains about fifty thatched cottages. 

RIPTON Abbots, and RIPTON 1 U:gis, or A7?/g\s Hipton^ 
are two sraali villages ; the foiiner contaiiiing forty houses, the 
iatter twenty-one. Ripton Abbots w-as given to Rainsi^y Abbey 
by Henry the Secoi d, in the lime of James the First : it was the 
inheritance, with Wennington adjoining, of Oliver St, John, Earl 
of Bolingbrooke.* 1 alias Blared, IM. D. Sub-almoner to Queen 
Elizabeth, and Prebendary of Peterborough, was Rector of lliis 
Farisb. Ripton Regis ‘ is ancient demesne, and the [)atron of 
the Church is the King.’f 

GREAT AND EITTLE STUKELEY, orSi KW KLEY, are two 
neighbouring villages on the high road from Huntingdon towards 
Stilton ; the formet consisting of sixty houses, the latter of foi tv- 
seven. Some lands here, Uy the name of Stivtclcy were given to 
Ramsey Abbey in the Saxon limes ; but tbe paranioimt Manor 
* was granted in lee, by the last David^ Earl of Huntingdon, to 
his three servants, St. Liz, Lakervile, and Caiiioys.^J Sir Ralph 
de Camois died seized of this Manor of Styvckele in the filth of 
Edward the First : his grandson. Sir Ralph, procured a charter of 
free w arren for his demesne here and elscwliere. The Manor of 

Camoys, 


* Cotton M8. 


t Ibid; 


t Ibid. 
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Camoys» in Great Slukeley, was afterwards purebafsed by Jolm 
Stone, Seijeant at Law, of* Sir Oliver Chauney, Knt. who had 
acquired it by liis marriage with Frances, daughter and co-heiress 
of llichard Tryte.^ Serjeant Stone afterwards bought the * im- 
propriate parsonage of Sir Oliver Cromwell ; and in the reign of 
Charles the Second, the Manor was still in his family. This place 
gave name to the family of Siivecle, one of whom. Sir NicholaiS 
de Styvecle, Kiit, purchased the subordinate Manor of Phks'iley, 
in this Parish, about the time of Richard the Second. Several of 
tlie Siont’s lie buried in the Church. This was the native place of 
lliCHARD Broughton, author of the Monasiicum Britannir 

ALCONBUPcY, says Camden, “ was given by King John to 
David, Earl of Huiniiigdoii ; and John the Scot, !ii>> son, be- 
stowed it on Sir Stephen Sepave ; which I the rather mention, as 
he W'as one of thos<i noblemen that serve as instances of the icsta- 
bility of power. He readied the summit of his ambition with 
difficulty, supported himself there with much trouble, and met 
with a sudden fall. ‘ In bis youth, tVoin clerk he turned a sol- 
dier : though of low birlli, by his diligence he aci|uired so much 
wcalUi and honour, that lie was reckoned among the chief men of 
the kingdom, was appointed Justiciary of England, and managed 
almost all the affiiirs of the nation as he pleased.' At length he 
quite lost the King’j, favor, and lay cance|lcd till his death in a 
Monastery ; * and thus he, wlio at fust, thiough pride, renounced 
the [niesthood lor llie army, returned to the tonsure he had 
left /'I He was the principal conlident of Peter de Uupibus, Bi- 
shop of Winchester, the great statesman of* tl»e roign of King 
John and Henry the Third ; and succeeded Hubert de Burgh in 
his office of Chief Justiciary, when that Judge was disinKscd hom 
his employments througli the intiuence of the Bishop, 

In the i'huich, says the Colton Manu^nipri, ‘ the twelve Apos* 
ties, and Uho twelve Patriarchs, are poitrascd upon tlie wails ; 

likcv\ise 

Cotton MS. t Gcnyli’s Cara. If. p. ](»U 


:J. Ibid. p. 156. 
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likewise the tomb of Queen Elizabeth ; and in the chancell, the 
portraitures of the four Evangelists/ In the pavement of the nave 
is a slab inscribed to the memory of ^Anthonifia, daughter of 
Bishop Barlowe, and wife to Bishop Wickham :” she died on As- 
cension-day, 1598. Here is likewise an inscription in coinniemo- 
ration of Thomas Wolriche, Esq. and Elizabeth, his wife, daugh- 
ter of Sir Richard Wingfield, K. G. ^ of Stonar Castle, in Kent, 
and Kimbolton Castle, in this county.' This Parish contains about 
eighty houses, and 500 inhabitants. 

The Giddings are three contiguous Parishes, distinguished 
by the names of Great GIDDING, Steeple GIDDING, 
and GIDDING Parva. John de En^ainc, who died in the twenty- 
fifth of Edward the First, * tenet vnani Cammtam tervir in Magna 
Gidding Coin. Hunt, per Serjantiain currendi ad Lupttm, Vnlpcin, et 
Cattum et amovendi omnem Verminam extra Forestom Dni Regis 
in Comitatu istod* In tlie time of Charles the Second, this Manor 
belonged to Lewis, Earl of Rockingiiam. Steeple GidJmg was pail 
of the inheritance of the Cottons, of whom Thomas Cotton, Esq, 
Lord of this I^Ianor, was buried here in April, 1()40. Little Gid^ 
ing grew into much notice in the time of Charles the First, tlirough 
being made the retreat of the religious family of the Ferrars, and 
thescen^bf their severe though pious establishment. 

The Ferrars derived their descent from Walkelinc de Ferrariis, 
who came into England with the Conqueror, and wdiose descen- 
dants branched out into several dilTerent counties. One line set- 
tled in Yorkshire, from which sprung Nicholas Ferrar, Esq. a 
merchant adventurer of great repute in the city of London ; whose 
tabl^ was frequented by those distinguished seamen, Hawkins, 
Drake, and Raleigh. He ^married Mary, daughter of Laurence 
Wodenotli, Esq, of the ancient family of that name, who had 
been seated at Savingtoii Hall in Cheshire nearly 500 years. They 
had several children, the fourth of whom was Nicholas, the 
founder of the society at Guiding. He was born on the twenty- 
second of February, 1592, in the Parish of St. Mary Slayning, 

in 


^ Pla. Co. 14 Ed. 1. Rot. of Dorso. Hunt* 
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in Mark Lane, London. His mind was early imbued with the priii* 
ciples of piety and virtue, by the conversations and example of 
his parents; and bein" fond of learning, he acquired a very rapid 
knowledge of the Latin and Greek languages. In his fourteciilh 
year he was ^admitted of Clare Hall, Cambridge ; and he after- 
wards became Fellow of that Society. In 16 13, betook the de- 
gree of Master of Arts; and in the same year commenced his tra- 
vels on the Continent, where he acquired a knowledge of Low 
and High Dutch, Italian, French, and Spanish; and studied some 
time at the llieu famous Universities of Lejpsic, in Germany, and 
Padua, in Italy. After passing five years in Holland, Germany, 
Italy, and Spain, he returned to his nati\e country, and within a 
short time, was, from his acknowledged talents, apjKHnted King's 
Counsel for the Virginia Plantation, in place of his broliier John, 
who was at the same lime chosen Deputy Governor of tlie Virgi- 
nia Company. To this ofHce, also, Nicliolas succeeded in about 
three years afterwards; but he held it noi long; for the King, 
James the First, instigated by Gondomar, the Spanish Ambassa- 
dor, had the charter of the Company declared ‘ null and void/ 
under a writ of (^uo IVarranio; and in defiance both of law and 
equity. In the following year, 1624, he was elected a Member 
of Parliament; and on the change in the administration of public 
affairs, he was appointed, in conjunction with Lord WilLlaru Ca- 
vendish, and Sir Edwyn Sandys, to draw up the charge made 
against the Lord Treasurer Cranfield, Earl of Middlesex, for tak- 
ing bribes, and for other nial-practiccs in the execution of his 
office. This was one of his last public acts: tlie seriousness of his 
disposition had long led him to contemplalv the advantages of 
religious retirement with a sort of enthusLutic fervour, and he uow^ 
determined to carry his ideas into effect. He therefore purchased 
the Lordship of Little Ciidding, ‘‘ which he found, wilh respect 
to privacy of situation, exactly suited to his w idles. It was a* 
Parish that had been for some time <iepopulated: nothing was 
left, but one extremely large Mansion-house, going hastily to de- 
cay; and a small Church, within .’nrty or forty paces of the house, 
and at that time converted into a burn.” Tkc raging of the Plague 
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in I^ndoti, anno 1^25, accelerated liis preparai ions for v^liremml ; 
and ev<Tv thing being in order, in the same year, himself, liis 
brother Joinu and liis mother, now seventy-three years of age, 
with her daughter and son-in-law, and their numerous family, 
were ftnally seated at Oidding, wliere, with servants, tliey 
foniuMi a comnnmity of nearly forty persons. 

In Mr. Nicholas Ferrar was ordained Deacon ; and the 

Church and MaiiMon'" Iraving been put into complete repair, and 
properly Ihmished, during that and the two following years, he 
co«»j>leted his estahlishrnent. The regularity of the arrangements, 
and the exactness with which the rules were observed, attracted 
much of popular attention; and rlie common people gave the 
nan>e of Protestant Nunnay to this seminary for religious and 
moral instruction ; for such it truly was, though founded upon 
principles inconsistent, perhaps, with the general concerns of life. 
Among the provisions made for the employment of those hours 
that were nt>t appropriated to religious offices, was the reading, 
in rotation, of certain short histories, characters, and moral essays, 
written by Mr. Ferrar; who also, in a curious way, compost'd se- 
veral ‘Harmonies of the Evangelists;' and Irauslaled X'aldesso's 
‘Hundred and Ten Considerations,' tScc. from an Italian copy; 
lie also wrote and translated various other works, all of a pious or 
moral nature, and allogetlier forming many large voluines/f 

Tlic 

* house being very large, and containing many apartments, 

Mr, Ferrar allotted one great room for family devotions ; this he called 
the Oratory; adjoining to it were two other enovenient rooms ; one 
used* as a night oratory for the men, the other a night oratory for the 
women. He also set out a chamber and closet for each of his nephews 
and nieces : three more he reserved for the masters whom he had pro- 
vided for teaching as well the children of the I'ainily, as those of the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring places. His own lodgings were so con- 
trived, that he could conveniently see that every thing was conducted 
with decency and order. Without doors, he laid out the gardens in a 
beatsuful manner, and formed in them many fair walks.* 

It may be remarked as a most singular circumstance, and deserv- 
bf further investigation, that the list of histories, &c. given in Dr. 

Peckard’s 
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The fame of this institution was aljcii.i^lh so generally spread, 
that ill May, l6\'33, the King himself (Charles the First) slejiped 
out of liift road, when on his way to Scotland, to make inquiries 
at Ciidding, He was met by the family at the extremity of tiie 
Pari'r.li, and, in * the form of their solemn processions,’ coiiductetl 
to their Churcli ; and, after examining into ail the particulars i>f 
their public and domestic economy, he departed much pleased. 
At hi> Majesty’s request also, signified in the following years, 
.Mr. Ferrar composed a * Harmony of the Evangelists;’ and ano- 
ther of * the two books of the Kings, and tlie Chronicles,’ fot the 
King’s own use. From this period a sort of friendly acquaintance 
was preserved between the Fe!rar> and the King, who visited 
f iidtiing several times; the last was d.aring his secret journey iioftli- 
w aid.s, to throw himself under the protect ion of the Scotch army. 
This was on the second of May, and though Mr. Nicholas 

Ferrar had then been dead some wars, ‘ the King, liuv iug an en- 
tire confidence in the family, made him-elf known;’ and Mi.joiiu 
Ferrar conducted him, thr better conceahneiit, to the ol>^ ure 
hamlet of Coppinfinrd, near Gidding, where Ije slept that night 
in safety, and on the next day went on to Staiulord. 

d1ie decease of Mr. N. Ferrar occurred in Deceinl^er, lG37; 
his mother died at the age of eighty-three, tv\o years previously. 
His own days weie partly shortened by the severity of his applica- 
tion to religious observances. ‘ tn his latter yeJirs, wrapping him- 
self up in n loose frieze gown, he slept on a bear’s skin upon the 
boards. He also watched either in the Oratory’, or in the Churcli, 
iljree nfg its a week. His nephew, of tiie same name, w'ho was a 
youili of most extraordinary accomplishmeuls, ijbo died from the 

efiects 

feckard’s ^Memoin of Mr. Nicholas Ferrar/ from which thi« sketch 
of his life has been drawn up, perfectly corresponds with the litlti 
of the chapt’ rs in Fullei*8 ‘ Holy b ate!* Nor is there in that work but 
one character, beJiring the title of the Traytodr, which is not in ihc 
list. The date of the Holy State, the whole credit of which, though 
somewhat covertly too, Dr. Fuller assumes in his address to the reader, 
i* ; and yet Mr, John Ferrar was then alirp» 
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effects of A too severe application to liis studies, and pious duties, 
M hen ill his twenty-rirst yean He composed several works from the 
Scriptures for the use of Prince Charles; among them was a AVw 
Testament Mrarnioniously arranged,’ in twenty four different lan- 
guages; and he afterwards composed a second, in isventy six lan^ 
guages! I'o the latter was annexed the Lord s Pra\er in sixty 
different tongues. His varied talents determined the King to place 
him at the University of Oxford, under his own inunediute ]>ro- 
tection; but t!ie ensuing troubles in the state, and the premature 
death of the youth, prei/ented it. He died in May, l()4l. The 
poet Crasliaw, who was intimately acquainted with the Ferrars, 
wrote a sepulchral eulogy on bis memory. 

During the tempestuous jreriod of the Civil Wars, many false- 
lioods were circulated by puritanical zealots respecting the esta- 
blisliment at Gidding, The unfortunate appellation of Nunnery 
seems to have rendered it more jiarticularly obnoxious; and it 
was at length broken up by one of the common events of those 
disastrous times. Some soldiers of the Parliament army resolved 
to plunder it; and the family, having notice of their approach, 
thought it prudent to fly, that tliey might, as to their persons at 
least, escape the intended violence. * Tlie military zealots, in the 
rage of what they called reformation, ransacked both the Church 
and the Mansion. In doing this, they expressed a particular spite 
against the organ, which they broke into pieces, and making a 
large fire with them, thereat roasted several sheep, which tin y 
had killed in the grounds. This done, they seized all the j)latc, 
furniture, and provision, which they could conveniently carry 
away; and in this general devastation, perished those works ot 
Mr.« Nicholas Ferrar which deserved a better fate.^ This outrage 
was comniitted but a short «tirae before the execution of the King. 

In the Church-yard arc several memorials of the Ferrars, and 
tbeir alliances: among them is a brass plate, on which is graven, 
on a bend eotliscd, tinee horse*$boes with nails; the crest, an 
arm holding t sword, w ith an inscription for ‘ John Ferrar, Es(j, 
l^rd of this Manor, who departed this lift* the CSlli of Seplcnr 
2 ber^ 
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ber^ In the year 180t, this Parish contained only five 

houses; and that of Steefde Gidding no more than eight. 

At HAMMERTON was an csratc of the Bcddls, which, by a 
cO'heiress, was jcarried in marriage to Sir Francis Compton, Knt. 
who acquired most of the rematniog part of the Manor by ptir- 
tl^se, from Sir Thomas Leveirthorp, Bart, and afterwards sold 
the whole to Erasmus Smith, Esq. of London. Sir John Bedell, 
Knt. who diqd at the age of threescore and seventeen, in April, 
if) 13, lies buried in the Church, with others of his family. 

LEIGHTONf BROMESWOLD was ^ given by Earl Waltheof 
to the CImrch of Lincoln, which aftenvards shared it into two 
prebends; one, the Parsonage impropriate, which still remanietii; 
the other (the Lordship) was resumed by Henry the Eighth, and 
hy the heirs of D’Arcy matched to the Lord Clifton, beciinie the 
Miat of his barony. Here Sir Gervas Clifton, Knt. Baron Clifton, 
began to build a goodly bouse, The Church is, for the work- 
niauship, a costly Mosaic; for the form an exact evoss,** Sir 
Gervase Clifton did not live to finish his building; uiid this Manor 
passed, by bis only daughter and heiress, to the Dukes of Lenox 
and Richmond; and from tiiem, by a female also, to Richard 
Butler, Eari of Arran, who, in the tw’enty -fifth of Charles the 
Second, was created a Baron of England, by the title of Lord 
Butler of Weston; that is, Old Weston, a small village about 
two miles north-westward from Leighton. 

KESTON, or Keystone, was given, by Henry the Second, 
to Sancto (alibi Saliaco) de Quincy, Earl of Winchester, by whose 
heir gcnerall, Ferrars, it came to the Earl of Essex, and by ex- 
change to tlie Ccowae. Edui. l^td Ferrars of Chatley, in Stat 
died I4th Hen. VI; and was buried 4 Keston. This goodly 
Juanor did belong to Robert, Earl of Essex, in the reign of Queen 
Eliz. Edward, Earl of Manchester, hath a third part of the Ldp, 
"orth about lOOOl. jmu: an. Keston Parsonage is worth about 
^oOh per an, to the parson/'f 

Voj,, VII, Aug. 1808. O o * GREAT 
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GREAT CATVVORTH, which contains about eighty houses, 
and 400 inhabitants, was the birth-place of Sir Wolstom 
Dixie, Lord Mayor of London in 158.5. He was a considera- 
ble benefactor to Emanuel College, Cambridge; apd ‘erected and 
endowed a Free-School at Bosworth, in Leicestershire, where his 
family flourisheth in a worshipful estate.'* 

SPALDWICK was “given, by Henry the First, to the Church 
of Lincoln, for ever, for amends of a loss when he erected the 
Bishopric of Ely, taken out of the Diocese of Lincoln. Spaldidch 
cum suca (viz, Stoiv, Barham, Easton J Cutla Visus Fr. phs;* 
cum curia Baronis, Dme nostra Elkah. anno Rct^ni 42. itnt^ 
pcrRohtuni Paige JDcpiu Gervasii Clifton Milit, Scnescallumibin.^'^ 

KIMBOLTOX. 

* The east side of this county,' says Camden, ‘ is adorned w ith 
the Castle of KiNNiBANTUM, now Kimholton^ ancientiv the 
seat of the Magnavilles; afterwards of the Bohum and Stajf'ords: 
and now of the JVingfelds,*l Sir Ilicliard Wingtield, K. (i. 
twelfth son of Sir John Wingfield, of Letberingliam, in Snflblk, 
Knt. and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, married, first, 
Katherine, daughter of Richard, Earl Rivers, and widow of 
Henry Slaflbrd, Duke of Buckingham, after whose attainder, he 
obtained a grant of Kiiiiboltoii Castle and Lordship from lleriry 
the Eighth, with wliom he was highly in favor. He dying whilst 
Eiiihassador in Sjain, was buried at Toledo; and his sou, hir 
James, sold Kimholton to Sir Henry Montagu, afterwards first 
E^rl of jMauch&sler, whose lineal descendant, the present Duke 
of Manchester, is now owner. 

The Montagues claim a descent from tlie illustrious family oi 
that name, who were Barons from the time of the Con<|ue.st, and 
were anciently Earls of Salisbury ; yet there is sufficient reason to 
suppose, that, if they really are descended from that noble stem, 

it 

^ Cotton MS. t Ibid. 

X Gough’s Cam. Vol. 11. p. li>. 
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it is from illegitimate branch; and that James Montadiite, 
natural son of the last Earl of Salisbury, who lies buried at Liid- 
desdowii, in Kent, was the actual progeiiitorof tlie present family : 
the bore! lire round ihcir arms may be adduced in support of the 
conjecture. 

i>i'r E(ki'(trd Monia^fty the immedivitc ancestor of tlic Earls and 
Dukes of Me! ncljester, was the youngest son of Thonlas Montagu, 
(tent, who lies buried at Hemington, in Northamptonshire. He 
was born at Brigstock, in that county, and being entered in 
the Middle Temple, became sucli a proficient in the slndy of the 
luM’s, that, in the iGth of Henry the Eighth, he was chosen Au- 
tumn Reader of that Society, to wdiich none but persons of great 
learning v\ere then elected. He was also of such authority and 
account, credit and countenance, in the House of Commons, of 
which he was Sjicaker, tliat a bill for subsidies not passing, he was 
‘^ent for to his Majesty, who said to him, * fio! will they not let 
my bill pass?’ And laying bis hand on the liead of Montagu, 
(kneeling before him,) said, * Get iny hill to pass by such a time 
to-morrow, or else by such a time this head ot yours shall be ofi.* 
Sir Edward, considering the danger wherein he stood in regard of 
tlie displeasure of such an impetuous Prince, wrouglit so etfectiially, 
that, Indore tin* time prescribed, the bill passed with the appro- 
bation of tlie House, and to his Sovereign’s satisfaction. In the 
twenty-third of Henry the Eighth, he was called to the degree of 
Serjeant ut law, and, with others then elected, kept such a mag- 
nificent feast at Ely House, in London, fur five clays, that it 
wanted little of a feast at a coronation; the King and Queen, and 
the wliole court, honouring them with their com|>any. In tho* 
twenty-ninth of Henry the Eighth, he wiw constituted the King's 
Serjeant at Law, and had the honour of knighthood coiifened on 
him the year followings Jiod was advanced to the office of Lord 
Chief Justice of the Kings Bench. In 15 15, be resigned that 
otHce, and was constituted Lord Chief Justice ot the Coniinou 
Pleas; a transition which Fuller calls a ‘ descent in honour, Jnit 
an ascent in profit.* He was also of tlie Privy Council, and in 
such high favour and esteem w ith liis Sovereign, Henry the Eighth, 
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that be appointed him one of those sixteen executors of his last 
^ will and testament, wlio should also he regents of the kingdom, 
and governors to Eduard the Sixth, his son/’* In 1547, he was 
one of the Commissions of Claims at the young King s Coronation. 
On the accession of Queen Mury, he was liismissed from his otfice 
of Judge, and imprisoned in the Tower, for his concern in ;^lie 
settlement of the Crown upon tlie Lady Jane Grey. He died in 
February, 1556-7, and was succeeded by his eldest son Edioard, 
who was knighted by Queen Elizabeth in 1567; and died in Ja- 
nuary, 1601-2. 

His successor was his third surviving son, Htnri/y the purchaser 
of Kimbollon, who, like his grandfather, was bred to the law in 
the IVliddle Temple, and became one of its chief luminaries. After 
various promotions, he was advanced to the dignity of Lord High 
Treasurer by James llie First, at Newmarket, in December, 1620 ; 
and about a fortnight afterwards, he was created a Baron, by the 
title of Lord Montagu of Kimbollon, and Viscount IMandeville ; 

* those titles being chosen by him, because lie was then in posses- 
sion of the Castle and Lordship of Kimbollon, wliich many ages 
before had belonged to the family of Mandeviile/ In February, 
1626, he was advanced to the dignity of Earl of Manchester, after 
a temporary disgrace, tinougli losing the favor of the Duke of 
Bucklngiiain. Clarendon says, “ he was a man of great industry 
and sagacity in business, which lie delighted in cxceeilingly; and 
preserved so great a vigour of mind even to his death, when he 
w as very near eighty years of age, that some who had known him 
in his xoungcr xears, did heli*;ve him to liave much quicker parts 
in his age than before ; ’ lie died in Novcpibcr, 1642. 

Edwaim), his eldest son by his first wife, Catherine, daughter 
ot Sir Wiliiain Spencer, succeeded to his titles and estates. This 
^as the cekhruled railiaiiienlary Cieneral. It is probable that he 
was born at luinholton Ca^^tle, as Collins mentions his being# 
comitiyrnan ot (.’romwell s. He was educated at Sidney College, 

* Mrmbri<!ge, where took the degree of Master of Arts. At the 
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Coronation of Charles the First, lie was made a Knight of the 
Hath; and he afterwards represented Huntingdonshire in four Par- 
liaments, till be was called by writ to the House of Peers, as Ba- 
ron of his father being then living, lii l6-tO he was 

one of the <Cl^iiissioners appointed to treat with the Scots at 
Rijjpon, and hlS^ow hecaine extremely popular, from his endea- 
vours to sup|)brt the sinking liberties of his country. In the fol- 
lowing year,^1lnfOiigh the fatal counsel of the Queen, and the 
Lord Digby, the King had him accused of High Treason, toge- 
ther with five leading IVIeinbers of tlie House of Commons. This 
act tended greatly to exasperate the nation; and when the plots 
and divisions ot botli [larties had caused them to appeal to arms, 
the Lord Kiinbolton, engaging in the service of the ‘ Parliament, 
had the corninritid of a regiment in the battle of Edge Hill, Octo- 
ber the tw^enty-lhird, lb4-2; and on November the seventh fol- 
lowing, succeeded his father as £url of Manchesicr* In June, 
i6’4-3, he and the Earl of Bolingbroke were the two Lords who, 
with tour Commoners, had the authority of Keeper of the Great 
Seal: and having, by liis conduct and courage, gained the ^eputa^ 
tion of an experienced otliccr, he had committed to him, the salnc 
year, the charge of the associated cmnities of Essex, Hertford, 
Cainlmdge, Norfolk, SuBolk, Huntingdon, and Lincoln, with 
power to levy money out of the seciuestered estates in the said 
counties, lovuuds of his ariiiv. His Lordship was no 

sooner entered on his coiimraiid, but lie forced the town of Lynn, 
in Norfolk, to suricnder to the Parliament; and defeated tlie Earl 
of Newcastle's army at Horn Castle, in Lincolnshire, on October 
llie eleventh, killing 500 on tire s}:ot, and taking 800 prisoners, 
1500 horse, and thirty-fjvc colours. In April, 16*44, he was Or- 
dered with 4000 horse, and 5000 fool,* to alicnd the motions of 
Prince Rupert; and in May foliowtrig lie took the city of Lincoln 
.by storm;' the particulars of which enterprise may he found ia 
nusliworth/ 

O o 3 * Soon 
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Soon aflerwanls lie marched to the leaguer before York j and it) 
^ the battle of Marston Moor, Julv the third, the victory was prin^ 
cipally gained by tlie horse commanded by himself, and Crom« 
%ven. After some other successes, be fought the battle of New-! 
bury, October the twenty-seventh ; but having dissatisfied the Par- 
liament by not pursuing his advantages, km\ a charge having been 
exhibited against iiim by Cromwell, he was at last * removed from 
all trust,’ < for no other reason,' says Clarendon, who has drawn 
his character with all the minute touches of his pen, ‘ but l)ccausc 
he was not wicked enough/ — “ It was some evidence,'’ remarks the 
same noble historian, “ that God Almighty saw his heart was iK»t 
so malicious as tlie rest, fiiat be preserved iiim to the cud of the 
confusion ; when he appeared as glad of the King’s restoration, 
as he had heartily wished it long before ; and veiy few, who bad a 
hand in tlie contrivance of the rebellion, gave so manifest tokens 
of repentance as he d/d : and having for many years undergone 
the jealousy and hatred of Cromwell, as one who abominated the 
murder of the luid all the barbarous proceedings against the 
lives of men in eoicl lilood, the King, upon Lis return, receivecl 
him into grace and favor, which lie never after forfeited by any 
unduliful behaviour/’ The Earl, indeed, had been particularly 
instniuieutai in promoting the ilestoratiou ; and when the Parlia- 
ment met in April, lb60, he w as called to the Chair of the House 
of Peers. In the same inonth he was made a Knight of the 
(iarler; ami he had also various other dignities conferred u}x>u 
him. lie died suddenly at Whitehall, in May, 10*71, in his sixty- 
ninth year, and was buried at Kiinbolton, as his father bad like- 
^vise been : be \\as five times inanied. 

Robert, bis eldest son, by bis first wife, Susaunab, daughter of 
John liilb Esq. of IJonily, in Warw'ickshire, succeeded bipK He 
had been one of the six Lords, JHeinbers of the House of Com- 
mons, deputed to wait on Prince Clmrles at the Hague, and in* 
vite him ‘ to return to the government of the kingdom.’ 
died at Montpelier, in France, in May, 10*82; but was brought 
to England, and interred near his father at Kimbolton. Charles^ 
liis eldest surviving son, fourth Earl, and first Duli#, of MaiicheS' 
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(y^r, ^ fiad all the advantages of education, both at the University 
of Cambridge, and abroad ; and, being early distinguished for a 
manly behaviour, and polite address, was appointed carver to tin 
Queen at the Coronation of Janies the Second/ Not approving 
however, of the measures of that reign, he retired from Court 
and, at the Revolution; secured Huntingdonshire for the Princ< 
c)t Omnge, by raising a body of horse, whilst the Prince wai 
landing. He assisted at the Coronation of King William ; and, ir 
1690 , acconipanied him to Ireland, where be was present at the 
battle of the Boyne, and at the siege of Limerick. In he 
was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary to the Republic at Ve- 
nice ; and three years afterwards w'as sent in tlie same situation to 
Louis the Fourteenth of France. In 1707 he was again scut on 
an extraordinary Embassy to Venice ; but had no further employ- 
ment during the reign of Queen Anne. On the accession of 
tjeorge the First, he was made one of the gentlemen of his Ma- 
jesty’s bed-clmmher; and finally, in consideration of his great ser- 
vices, was created Duke of Manchester in April, 17*9. He died 
in January, 1721,-2, and was buried with his predecessors, and 
wife, in the family vault at Kiinbolton. His Grace married Do- 
diijgton, youngest daughter and co-heiress of Robert Grevile, 
i-ord Brook, by whom he had several daughters, and tw’o sons, 
WHliani and Robert, successively Dukes of Manchester. 

William^ second Duke, was borniu France in 17 OO, during hi^ 
father’s Embassy. He bore the Golden Spurs for the Earl of 
Essex, at the Coronation of George tlie Second; and in 1737 
was constituted Captain of the Yeomen of tlie Guard. He died 
(sine prole J at Bath, in October, 1739; and was succeeded by 
liis brother Robert, who was Vice Chamberlain bolh to Queen 
Caroline, and her present Majesty. Ht died ia May, 170*2 ; and 
was succeeded by George^ his eldest sou, by Hairiot, daugliler 
and co-lijeiress of Edtuund Duucli, Lsq. ot Lhde Witienham, in 
Berkshire. He wa§ a Lord of the Bedchamber, and blaster of 
the Horse, to our present Spvereign. Op his decease, in Septem- 
ber, 1788, William, his eldest surviving son, by Elizabeth, daugh- 
ier of Sir James Dashwuod, Bart, of Oxtbrdshire, succeeded 10 
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the honors and possessions. His Grace, who is the filth 

and present Duke of Manchester, was born in October, 1771; 

in October, 17^3, married the Lady Susan Gordon, a daugh- 
ter of the Duke of Gordon, by whom he lias several sons and 
daughters. About the commencement of tlie present year (1808) 
he was appointed Governor of Jamaica, where lie is now resident. 

Kimbolton Castle, the seat of the Earls and Dukes Of 
Manchester, is of unknown, but very remote, origin. The 
Castle,” says Leland, “ is double diked, and the building of it 
metely strong ; it longed to the Mundevilles, Eries of Essex.— 
Sir Richard VVingfeld built new fair lodgyns and galleries upon 
the old foundation of the Castle, There is a piottc now dene 
desolated, not a mile by west from Kimbolton, called Castle 
Hill, where appear ditches and tokens of old buildings.”* Tliis 
Castle was the jointure, and became tlie retirement, of Queen Ca- 
therine, after her divorce from Henry (he Eiglith. Henry, first 
Earl of Manchester, expended large sums in making it a comfort- 
able residence; and Hobeit, his grandson, the third Earl, made 
further and* very considerable alterations, and many additions. 

In Kimbolton Church many of the Montagues lie buried, and 
various ineniorials have been erected to their memory. Tfie costly 
monument ol Heney, first Earl of Manchester, on which is liii 
effigies, is Urns iiisciilied ; he died Koveniber the seventh, 

Here lyeih Sir Henry Montagu ^ Knt, I^rd Kimbolton, 
^’iscounl Mandcville, Karl of Manchester, who iu his younger 
years prutessed the Common Law, was chosen Recorder of 
Lond( n, and afterwards made the King’s Serjeant ai l^w, 
ihcncc Chiefdusiice of England, afterwards Lord High 7Vea- 
surer of England,' then Lord President of the King's Most 
Hon*>^« Privy Counsel), and dyed Lord Privy Seale. 

Aitibf^ the other monnnicnts are those of Essex, daughter to 
Sir Tbdmai^*C!li€eke, of Pergo, in Ess*ex, and Anne, Lady Man- 
y'leVille, daughter to Robert, Earl of Warwick, two of the five 

wives 
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wives of £dward, second Earl of Manciiester : the former died 
in September, j 6‘58 ; the latter in February, l6’4I. Here also is 
an inscribed slab for the * Lady Essex, daughter of Robert Rich;' " 
the iirst Earl of Warwick of that fainilie, and wife to Sir Thomas 
Checke, of FevgoJ The town of Kimbolton is but small, and pre- 
sents no other objects of particular import. The number of houses 
ih ISOl, was 252 ; that of inhabitants 1266'; the number of the 
males aud females were then equal. 

At STONLEY, a short distance south-eastward from KimboL 
toii> was a small Priory of Austin Canons, founded, according 
to Leland, by William Maiidevilie, Earl of Essex, about 1X80, 
and dedicated to the Blesst d Virgin. Here, at the time of the 
suppression of the Lesser Houses, were seven canons, whose reve- 
nues weit* valued at 621. 12s. 3^d. The site of the Priory was 
granted to Oliver Leder, who, says Leland, ‘ had a pretty house 
hard ky Iho Church at Stoughton, and prelie conimodities about 
it;* 

The Manor of GREAT STOUGHTON, with other consider- 
able estates; became the projierty of the Knightly family of Wan- 
ton, by marriage with the heir-general of Sir Adam de Cretings, 
who distinguished hinistlf in Edward the Ihird's wars in France, 
and dwelt here at Cretingsbury'. John de Wauton, or Waweton, 
was a Knigiit of the shire for Huntingdon in several Parliaments 
during the reign of the above King, and in tiiat of his successor, 
Ricliard the Second. His descendant, Sir George Wauton, who 
was knighted by James the First in 1604-, held this Manor ot the 
Bishop of Lincoln, as subordinate to Ids Manor of Buckden, by 
the fourth part a Kuighfs fee. Betw'een this gentleman and 
Sir Oliver Cromwell, uncle to the Protector, there was a parlicu- 
lar friendship, which most probably Irtl to the marriage of Valcn- 
tive Wanton^ E^q. his relation, and successor in this Manor, with 
Margaret, sisicr to tiie Protector Oliver. An alliance of this 
kiiul was well calculated to secure a zealous co-operation whore 
the principles of aclioa were similar ; and we accordingly find that 

Vaieiitifie 
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Valentine strenuously assisted his brother-in-law in forwarding the 
designs of the Parliament ; and it was in a great measure through 
bis aid, that Cromwell intercepted the University Plate wlien sent 
from Cambridge for the King s use. “ He was of the strictest 
republican principles. His name occurs in alino!^t every public 
and private sitting of the Commissioners of the High Court of 
Justice, erected for trying the King; and his hand is also to thfe 
M'arrant of his execution. This, with his relationship to Crom- 
well, j)rocured him many places of consequence, uliich bis abi- 
lities and services in the oau^ deserved. He was one of tlic 
Council of State in the years l6‘50, l651, and 1652 ; and Gover- 
nor of King's Lynn, and Cioyiand, with all the Level of Ely, 
Holland, and Marshland.* ♦ He was greatly dissatisfied at Olivers 
assunqilion of the Protectorate, atul lived in retirement and 
neglect, till the ascendancy of the Parliament, after the deposi- 
tion of the feeble llicliard, brought him from his retreat, and he 
was nominated one of the seven Commissioners for governing llic 
Forces in October, l65i?. In February, 10(>0, Mie was joined with 
General Monk, and three others, for governing the uftiy; and he 
was also appointed one of the twenty-one Commissioners for ma- 
naging the affairs of the Admiralty and Navy.* Shortly aftci^ 
wards, perceiving that Monk's design was to restore the Monar- 
chy, he retired to the Continent, * where he lived in great privacy 
in Flanders, or tiie Low Countries, under a borrowed name» nnd 
in the disguise of a gardener ; aud he died there in the following 
year.’t His estates were seiaed by tlie Crow'ii; and Cireaf Stough- 
ton was afterwards granted to Uie Earl of Maucheslcr. 

The Church is a venerable fabric, consisting of a nave, chancel, 
and aisles, with an embattled tower on the west. At the east end 
of the south aisle is a cOstly inouunient, now partly mutilated, 
erected by Sir Oliver Cromwell, K. B. to the memory of liii>i 
friend Sir Gsoj^ge Walton, whp died at the age of seventy- 
two in i60^, and is represented in armour lying upon a high 
table, sup|)Qrted by two male figures, standing upon elevated pe- 
destals. Among the other memorials, in the chancel arc in- 
scribed 


♦ Noble's Crom. Vol. II. p. 224, 
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scrihrd slabs for John Bnldiiin, Esq. one of the Corrnnittcc-nien 
for Hunting:<loii in lOl*?', who died in l657 ; and Anna, his wife^ . 
nKin^liter to Sir Oliver Cromwell by his second wife : and against 
the noilb wall is a monumont of the Dtytrs, Knights, of whom 
Sir James Deyev, some time Chief Justice of the Coniinou Pleas, 
who died in March, and Sir Rlchnrd Dnjer, who died io 

Decniiber, 1605, lie buried here with their rosf^rtivt? ladies. 
Oreat Stoughton forms a considerable village: the iiuinher of 
houses in 1801, was 173; that of the inhabilants S60. In this 
Parish is Gains Hall, a seat anil manor anciently belonging to 
the Abbots of Ramsey, and since to the knightly families of I^ke 
and Beverley: it is now the property and residence of J. Duberley, 
Esq, Another Seat lii this Parish belongs to Earl Ludlow, of 
whose family was the celebrateil Republican General of tliat name. 

At HAlI.WE.VrON, says Camden, “ a very small village, ajc 
two jitllc Sprins^s, one of freshwater, the other somewhat sail : 
the latter is reckoned, by the neighbours, good against itch and 
leprosy ; tl^ ibrmer against dimness of sight/* liailwesloa now 
contains about sixtv houses. 

ST. NEOrS 

Is a considerable town, pleasantly situated on the banks of the 
Ouse River, and connected with the village of Eynesbury, or 
Aj/nsbury, by a handsome stone Britige of several arches, two of 
which are of more than ordinary span. The river is here pretty 
wide, and getUly meandering through the meadows, terms, in 
combination with the surrounding objects, stnne very beaulitul 
scenes. In Leland s time tlic Bridge was of tiinlier. 

‘ St. Neofs,* says Camden, * commonly called St. Need\s, had 
its name from Neot, a learned and holy man, wlio spent iiis whole 
life in pro{)agiiting tlie Christian Religion, and whose body was , 
translated hither from Neotstock, in Cornwall ; and in honor ot 
him Alfric turned the Palace of Kijrl Elfiid into a Monasterr, 
wdiich, after the Norman Invasion, was enriched with many iiiir 
possessions by Dame Iluisia, wile to Richard, Lord ol Clare : be- 

tore 
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fort this, tlie place was culled AinuJpkshury, from Atnulph, aricK 
ther holy man, which name still remains in a part of it/ 

It would seem, from the Ramsey History, that this account is 
not entirely correct, as at the second dedication of the Church at 
Ramsey, about 992,^ the Monastery, ‘ which is nou; called St. 
Neol's,* siiys the historian, was then named, ‘ Enoljcsbuiy and 
it at that time had ‘ flaii Aihvyn for its long-accounted patron and 
guartlian/ According to the inscribed tablet at St. Neot's, in 
Cornwall, t St. Neot himself resided at Ainsbury after the Danish 
Incursions bad obliged biro to % from Oxford, aud before be 
sought refuge in that distant country. Whatever of his remains 
were subsequently interred here, were afterwards removed to 
Croyland. Soon after the Conquest, the Monks, w ho were of the 
Benedictine Order, were expelled by Gilbert de Clare ; but the 
Monastery was restored, and granted, wilh the Manor, to the 
Abbey of Bee, in Normandy, by the Lady Roisia, wile to 
Richard, the Earfs son, about the ycsir 1113. Duiing the wars 
with France, it was seized, wilh the other alien iiouses^biit being 
made ‘ prioratus indlgcna,* it continued till the Dissolution in the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, when its annual revnuics were esti- 
mated at 2561. Is. according to Speed ; or 2 401. 11s. 4d. as 
Dugdale. The site and appurtenances of the Priory were aflcr- 
w'ards granted to Sir Richard Cromwell, Knt. and now belong 
to the Earl of Sandwich. The remains of the Priory buildings, 
which stood near the present Church, are very im onsiderablc. 

The Church is the noblest building of the kind in the whole 
county : the architecture is of the more beautiful style of Henry 
the Seventh's time ; and it appears to have been built about 1507. 
Its plan is perfectly regular, and consists of a nave, aisles, and 
chancel, with a finely pro^rtioned ami ornamented tower, 150 
feet high, at the west end. Tlie interior is very neat ; and it is 
provided with a good organ, first put up about the year 1750. 

In 


* See under Ramsey, p. 516,-17. 

f This inscription, and some curious paniculars of St. NeoPs, have 
, been given in Vol. IL p. 
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In a chapel hero, called Jesus Chapel, that was laid 0{>en to the 
Cliurcli about the same time, were the remains of a monument 
5!aid to have once contained tlie relics of St* Neot ; a regal crown 
sculptured in stone, l)elonging to it, is still preserved. The win* 
dows are large, and elegant ; they were formerly highly adorned 
^witli stained glass, and some fragments of draj^eries yet remain. 

St. Ncol’s consists of a large market-place, and several streets, 
and lias a lively and respectable appearance. The inhabitants, in 
1801, amounted to 1752, of whom 79^ were males, and 95r< 
females; the number of houses was 370 : most of the building* 
are of brick. At this town the Earl of Holland, with other no^ 
bleiiien who had taken up arms against the Parliament, were de- 
feated in July lh‘48 : the £url was afterwards made prisoner at St. 
Ives. Ill the C\)ltoii Mumiscript, the following persons are re- 
couled as being natives of this town, Hugh, of St, i\eat*s, a 
('larmclite Friar at Hitchin, made a Doctor at Cambridge ; Sir 
ItoBURT Duopk, Lord Mayor of London, J4i4‘; Sir John 
Gedkf.y,!^ Knt. Dra|x;r, Lord Mayor of London in 1427, and 
1411 ; Francis WiiriE, Bisho[), first of Carlisle, then of Nor- 
widi, and lust ot Ely ; and his brother, the Rev. John Wun e, 
Chaplain to King James in Ordinary, who died in lGi5. 

KYNESBURY Min.or is now the properly of the Earl of Sand^ 
vvich. The Churchy and its tower, stand separate ; llie latter is on 
the south-east side. In the chancel, by the north wall, ‘ is a stone 
tonibe, or cotlin of stone, in which, as said, Saar de Quincy was 
biiryed.’ In the Register ol this Parish is the following copy of a 
license granted to ^Eatc between the years 165b and 16G8. 

Whereas by a Statute made in tiic 6tii j^jt^are of tiie Queue’s 
Majestyes Raygne, lliat now is called the StuHUc of Nury^^aciov, 
yt is grauntod, lliul Persons noloryouslye s^ckc maye be 1\ censed 
by the Parson of the Paryshe where the Partyes dwell, to enjo} 
the Benefyt of eatyn^e of Flcshc on the Dales prohybytod by the, 
saide Statute, for the recoveiynge of theyre Healtbe; (yf yt 
pleasitli (iod;) Let \t be knovvue to the seeie hereof, that Jhon 
Burton, of the Paryshe of Eyncsburyc in the Couutye of Hunting- 
don, being verve sycke, ys Ij/ccnsyd to cate FUshe for the Tynie 
1 his 
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his sycknes, ^oo that he CMijoyeiriiJe the Beriefl^tt hf the 
his sycknes contynewingc 8 (laves, do cause the same to bt^ reges- 
tered into the Regcster Booke in the saute Pat-yshc, acconlyuge to 
the tenor of Statute hi that behalfe ; & this Lvcenoe no longer to 
indure than his sycknes doth laste: by me Wyllyain Sainiiell, 
Parsoti of Evnsburyei’' 

EVERTON CUM Tetworth, a small detached Parish at the 
southern extremity of this county, and wholly insulated by Bed^ 
fordshire, was tiie birtli-placc of Silvester de Everton, Bi^ 
shop of Carlisle, who died in 1254*; and also of the tarnous 
John, Lord Tiptoft, created Earl of Worcester by Henry the 
Sixth. In the Church, wliicli is dedicated to St. Mary, is a mo- 
nument for Sir Hump^BIry Winchk, alias De la Winche, 
Knt. who, in the 4dL year of King James, Dni. l606‘, was 
sent by him to serve in Ireland, as Cliief Baron and Counsellor of 
State tor tliat kingdom ; from whence recalled, lie served his Ma- 
jesty as one of his Justices of his Court of Commim Pleas, tS:c. 
until an a|ioplexy seized <m him iu his robes the 4th. day of Fe- 
bruary, l6‘24, in the seventy-first year of his age, whereof about 
twenty-four lioiirs atkr he died in Chanrerv-lane, I.ondon; whose 
corps iuibahned was buried here below, kc. Sir liuinphrcy was 
Lord of the Manor of Everton, 

WAKESLEV was an estate and seat of the Ihivitis. Baronets, 
who purchased it of the Marches, in the time of Charles the First, 
In the Church are ineniorials for both tamllies : among them, 
those of “ J'homas Makshe, Esq. of Stanrnore, co. Middlesex, 
where, he was buried at the age of fifty-nine, anno 1587 ; and 
seven years afterwards his bones were taken up, and removed hi- 
ther : he was Ckrk of Councell of the Star Chamber for the space 
of twenty years together/’ &c. and Sir John Hewitt, Bart, w ho died 
ill 1657 , Catherine, his wife, daughter to Sir ilichard Bevilb 
K, B. of Chesterton ; she died in February, 16*38 : their • por* 
traiturcs* are represented kneeling upon cusliions ; and benealli 
them, those of their five sons, and two daughters, Waresley coii^ 
sisU of about forty houses. 


GREAT 
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GUEAT GU ANSDEX was, in the reign of Henry the Sixth, 
tlic property of John Filz-Alaii, Earl of Arundel, In the time of 
Charles the First, Sir Charles Ciesar, Knt. Master of tlie Rolls, 
hud a Manor here: lie also {Krssessed the Manors of TOSELAND 
and YELLING ; and, when on liis death-lwMi, he ordered them to 

given to his sons by a iiunciipalive. Will, two days before his 
decease, W'liicli happened on December the sixth, The fol- 

lowing extract is given iVom an attested copy of tlic Wiil.f I 
have now gotten the Small Poxe after 1 am ihree-and-fiftie yenres 
of age, though I had them heretofore in my youw^er days ; but 1 
tlianke God 1 am reasonable \iel! ; yet if I grow e worse, if you bee 
not afraid to come to me, I will send to you to make iny wall in 
writinge:” and then further said thesil^'ords ; ‘‘ As I have often 
•Irclarc d that iny sonne Henry should have all my lands att Tose- 
land, soe it is my will still ; and I doe will that all those lands, 
and all iny lands in Yelling^ 1 ineane bolli the Yellings, shall be 
for lleiirie and his hetres ; and that all my lands in Gransden shall 
bee to my sonne Charles and his heires ; and for niy lands in Ben^ 
in'j^tony and luncolnc.sJiire, I have iilreadie settled them on niy 
sonne Julius, The lands att Toseliuid and Yelling are worth fower 
hundred and tiftie pounds a yeare ; and Gransden is w orth about 
two lumdn:d pounds a yeare, whicli will be soinewliat for younger 
brotliers/' I'iie 8iiialI-pox was particularly fatal to tiie Cresar fa- 
mily; the Julius mentioned above, died of it a few days only after 
his father. In ISO I, the numb<^r of bouses iu Great Ciransdeii 
Parish was eighty-five ; iu that of Toseland, twenty ; and in that 
of Yelling, lifty-oue. 

FENNY S FANTON, a considerable village adjoining to the road 
from Huntingdon to Cambridge, and near the borders of the 
latter sliire, was granted, by William the Conqueror, to Gilbert 

de 

It has been said under Bennington, p. IPS, cn the authority of 
Chauncy and Salmon, that Sir Charles died there in 1C 13 ; but the 
attestations to the Will prove that ** he died att his house called the Polis, 
ia Chancery -Jane," on the day above stated. 


f Peats ^^e, 
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tie Gannh It aficrwanls escliealed to the Crown, and was given, 
l)y Henry the Third, to /oan, Queen of Scots, his sister, who 
bestowed part of it on the Nunnery of Tarrcnt, in Dorsetshire ; 
‘ the rest reverting, being given to Segrave, descended to the 
Barons of Berkley.* * The Earl of Northampton is now Lord 
of tliis Manor and Hii.ton, which made one Parish with Fey- 
Starjton ; lliongh there is a Church at each.'f In the ninth of 
Edward tlie Second, * John de Segrave obtained license for a 
market for this his Manor of Fennv-Stanton ; as also a fair every 
year on the eve and day of the Apostles Peter and Paul, and si\ 
days following.’ 

The little villages of OFFORD CLUNY and OFFORD 
D’AKCY, are, like thatd||lF Great Paxton, situated on the road 
from St. Neot’s to Huntingdon, and iinmediately adjacent to the 
Ouse River. The houses arc princij>al!y thatched, and inhabited 
by jiersons engaged in husbandry. In the small Chvrch at Oflbrd 
Cluny, are two Piscinas ; one in the chancel, the other iia the north 
aisfc, wliere there seems to have been a Chantry Chapel. Otiord 
IVArcy Lhurch displays some remains of Norman architecture in 
the columns and arches of the north aisle. In the south wall of 
the chancel is a Piscifia ; and within the altar-rails some memoriaN 
of the Nail ours, formerly Lords of this Manor. In the south 
aisle is a half length Brass of a Knight in complete anuour, be 
tween his two unes, with this inscription beneath; 

©ic Jacen: lL‘Uircntf J£)altenbam mtle0, nui obi)t Ulc memi* 
31 unii ct tma <lblijabetha u;roitiicti Jlaju« 

xenti, uiia tnum^oiorum at JFiliaxumrt ©aerrtium Dai Jobii* 

‘ <l^ge£nc Dni tic €tngci:ac (June ohiji bic €>cpt. am 

Dm. 1.37 7. 3c Dna Jabanna eccimtJa ^jcotbicii taureatil 
filia 3©siTiti Datohcnrr ^Pilttr®, quoram, ^'^c, 

GREAT PAX rON is a small mean village, chiefly consisting of 
scattered mud- walled and tlialched cottages ; the number of which, 
according to the returns in 180 J, was thirty-six, and that of inhabi- 
tants 


( '('tTon MSI. 
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unts 217. ‘ Little Paxton, and Toseland, having both been chapels 
of ease to Great Paxton, the minister is called Vicar of Three Stee- 
ples/* In the south wall of Great Paxton Church is a double 
St07u: Seat for a Deacon and Suli-deacon, witli a Piscina ; and in 
one of the windows of the north aisle, is the Tudor rose in stained 
glass, with other fragments. 

At LllTLE PAXTON, which, in 1801, contained forty-four 
houstvs, and 225 inhabitants, are the Seats of Henry P. Stanley, 
Esq. and Richard Reynolds, Esq. 

At SOUTHOE, ‘ the land of Eustachius the Sheriff,* says the 
Cotton Manuscript, ‘ Lovetote made the seat of that Seignory, on 
which, in this Shire, thirteen Knights fees and a half depended ; 
but from his line, by gift of Verdon^bd Vesey, drowned were 
these in the Honour of Gloucester.* In the thirty-sixth of Ed- 
ward the Third, John of Gaunt possessed this Manor in right of 
his wife, the La<ly Blanche. In the time of Charles the Second, 
Southoe cum Lorvioft belonged to Sir Heiny’ Pjekering, Bart, of 
Whaddon, in Cambridgeshire, as did the Manor of Paxton Parva, 
STIRTLOE, in Doddington I’arish, is tin', pleasant se^it of 
Laurence Reynolds, Esq. who was High Sheriff of Huntingdon- 
shire ill 1800'. 

At BUCKDEN, or Bi uden, as it has been frequently 
written, is the venerable Palace of the Bishops of Lincoln, to 
whom this Manor was granted by tlie Abbot of Ely, in tlie 
lime of Henry the First, in return for the k*ave given to him to 
“ make his Abbacy a Bishoprick,*' The Palace is principally of 
brick, and partly surrounded by a moat. It consists of two qua- 
drangular courts, with a square tower, and iCiit ranee gateway: 
over the latter is the Library ; the apartments are large. ‘ Bishop 
Rotherham,* says L^Iand, ‘built thciicw brickc tower at Buckden: 
he clciie translated the Hall, and did Minch coste there beside.^ 
His successor. Bishop Russel, built most of the remaining p'^rt, * 
and is commeinorafed by a hawk cut on the dornrants of the Din- 
ing Room, with the sentence Je stis Le Rus-cklluy sur- 
Yol. VIL Acg. 1808. Go*’*' rounding 

O 
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rounding it. Bishop Williams, in the reign of James the First, and 
Bishop Sanderson, in that of Charles the Second, also expended 
much money on this building. Its situation is pleasant; but the 
grounds are not extensive. In the Church, which is a handsome 
fabric, the following Bishops of Lincoln lie buried : William Bar- 
who died in lh'l3; Sanderson, who died in 1()Y)3; Thoma^ 
Barloiv, in 165 )!; BtynoUh, in 1743; and Green, in The 

living is held by Di\ Malthy, one of the first scholars, and most 
respectable cicrg\men, in England. In 1801 this Parish containcij 
165 houses, an<l SbQ inhabitants. 
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JRlENT is one of ibetmoiA interesdi^ eeMutiei hi 
M iietiicr coiBideiecI In re^t to tjhe of H^dUbohitt for 

trade and couimercel its extent, the geoersii forti% (dTite foil, foe 
ii'iportiiiit events that have been traosaeted wifoin itsifo^^foe 
|)i>rutidr division of its lands, its Aametoas antiquities, foe acfoiow- 
I<‘dji(ed bravery of its inhabitants, foe erclesiastical pre-eminence of 
Its (.iiicf city, its produce, or its prodfoity to foe Continent, to 
nliuh, many learned aniiqnaties suppose it was ori^ually united 
In a uanuw isthmus, extending between Dotfer and Calais.* 

Tile aigtunents advanced in sufqwrt of the idea of Great Britain 
li:niiig aiuiently formed part of the Continent, m- princ^lly de* 
mod lioin the great resemblance which tiie did's of Dover have to 
ll use of Boulogne and Calais, on the cq)po8ite coast of France, 
(hi both shores, these clid's consist of chalk, with fonts intermixed; 
their fill cs arc rugged and precipitous, appealing as if they had 
been lent asunder by liolenre; and their length on bofii coasts h| 
similni, It being idmut six miles. In the stiait iinmodiatdy bOe 
tuceii tluin, tlie M!a is also much shallower than on either side; 
and to tins may be added, that a narrow ridge of «nd, vifo A 
Muny bottom, called the extends betwe^ Folhfotne 

and Boulogne, its distanfo fo^ foe fonm abont ten mules, 
ami Its length the same; this ndge, at low ^ritigrfides, is covor^ 
with only i’ourtecn feet water; and anot^ ridge, called foe V<m, 
about six miles off Dover* Itas S(orce}y wore water on it at foe 
same times, foough hjunnfoatdy mi each side of hofo 
wliiih are but narrow, fo^ depth hiewases to twenty*foM 
Whatever may be foe foot* however, b^dory as lileht as folfaiy 
VoL. Vn. Jm, l« 06 . Dd hthifos 


“* Among those who liphojd foit opjpie|, ate fSueden, Somoer* 
Burton; twiae, Varttee»n»’|te!^ ^ ^hwtad. 
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isthmus that might o»ce hsi?e united Great Britain with the Con- 
tineot; and all that can be offekd to establish the «ii{»positiori, 
rests only on tlie basis of probability. 

'‘Time,'' observes the great Camden, " has not yet stiip|)ed 
tliK county of its ancient name: but as Caesar, Stinbo, Diodorus 
Skuliis, Ptolemy, and others, call it Caktium, so the Savons, as 
Nennius tells us, named it Canl-f^HatAanid^ or, in other woids th » 
couutr} of the }>cople iahahiting Canttum,** lliis name our au- 
tliorcoipccliires to have been deruedfiom the old (iuul bh language, 
and to be de^cuptne of the angulai foim oi Kent on the eastirn 
side, or that towards France. In this, lion ever, he appears to hi 
inistakeu. Cutnt is a Rntisli uoid, and is still lh< name of this 
county ill Welsh, as it is also ssntten in the most an unt Tlntish 
inanusciipts; and the name of Caet Guinl^ orcursin Nemuus im 
Canlerbui), in his list ot British cities. The teim (knit is <h sdip. 
tnc of a counliy aboiiialui" \utlnlear, fail, or open down^, and 
this is the general clmnictciidtc of Kent The British iVvads le- 
coul, that, after (he Island was drst settled by the Qmn/, three 
other colonies came heie by sufferance; of thesi* two were fioiu 
Gaul; Uie one fiom Belgium, the other from the ronutrs about 
the mouths of the Lone user. The Belgie most piol>ab!) p< opled 
Kent, and afterwards lost their projw name in the word Canfa, 
fiom t!>e name of the county. In the Domesday Book it h 
sintten thus, LheruL 

At the period of the Homan Invasion, the inhabitants of this 
district wcie in a more advanced state of cisiluation than those of 
llie more inland parts, through their vicinity to the Continent, and 
conthtueci intercourse with it. If Csesar's prcte\t for engaging in 
thi eonquest of Britain be true, viz. ‘ that its inhabitants furnished 
the enemies of the Commonwealth with continual supplies duuug 
bis wan wiiU the Gauls,* it was probably the men of Kent that 
had most offended, and it |^certain tlmt they were the first siff- 
fereis; for Cscsar hav^ determined on tlic invasion, embaiked 
iits forces at Boulogne, J^he year after the foundation of 
Home, and fifty-five before the birtih of Christ; and about 
one o'clock ii\%e moPlag of the tweuty-^sixtb of August, accord* 

inir 
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ing Halle/s coimf^iitatioiis,^ made sail for the coast of Bi> 
tain. . I^be Britons, who had been 0 |>prised of his design, liad not 
been backward lO preparing to aasert Ihetr independence; and on 
arrival o<f Dover, about ten Uie same morning, he found 
the cliffi^covered with armed inen^ and their advantageous position 
conviw cd him tirat he Contd not attempt a landing aj. that |>oiiit 
\\ fhtont great loss* He therefore again made sail at three in the 
<>lt<Tnoon, and proceeded about eight miles further, hiinging up 
Ins ships on a plain, open shore; which, aceordittg toHoi^iey, 
(jrale, and Other eminent antkpmiies, must have been near Rich- 
1; >H ugfi, or !hH>fn(e. The Briioiw, who had sent fonvard their 
iioz^emen and chariots, now fot^'Wvcd with the rest ot their army, 
to oppose bis descent ; and, during sonie^time, bad tlie advantage ; 
for tiie larger Roman ships could not lie near the shore; and the 
lloimni soldiers being encinnbeml with heavy armour, and forced, 
al llic same time, lo contend with the waves, and with their enemy, 
wcic thrown into some disorder, which C<esar jicrceiviilg, gave 
onleis lor the gilius to advance hefoie the r(*st of tlie fleet, and 
to ass 111 the Briton-* from their slings, and other missive weapons, 
lias movement pioved of service; tlie Britons weie alarmed at the 
sight of fuilitary engines, to wbkh they had not been accustomed, 
and fell liack; while the Roman soldiers, encouraging each other, 
leaped boldly into the sea, and piessed forward. The conflict, 
however, was still shaiply inmiitaiucd ; and the Romans, not being 
able to ke<*p (heir ranks, and being utiacquatuled with the ground, 
were in <langcr of complete discomfiture, (ill the boats and pin- 
naces of the Roman fleet were filled with fresh troops, and dis- 
patched, by CiCSar, to the relief of those who were most pressed. 
Hie Britons were tjtt length driven back ; and the Romans forming 
upon dry ground, succeeded in mauUainiug their advantage, but 
could not pursue tlie 4 r retreating enemy for want of cavalry, 

Tlie Britons, apparently with the view of gaming time to assem- 
ble a greati^r foroe^ soon afterwards sent messengers to demand 
l^ce; and Cassui having upbraided them for their breacli of pro- 
^ D d Sf mise 

* 
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iiiisc to subtnit lo the Eomau Empire/ consent treaty^ 
but (lemaiuletl hostages for its tulfiitneni ; some of wbidi were im- 
incdiutcly given, and others promised to be sent in a ffew days. Iri 
the mean time, Caesar appears to have continued in liis camp, 
waiting the arrival of his cavidry, which, on tiie fourth clay, ap- 
peared in si^dd, in dghteen vessels j yet, before they could reach 
die const, they were dispersed by a sudden storm, and agirli 
( obliged to bear away for the Continent. 0« the same nighty the 
moon being at full, the writer rose so liigli With tire spring tide, 
that the whole of the Komaii vessels, some of which were at 
atjciior, imd tlie others drawn up on shore, were greatly damaged, 
and several of them entirely destroyed. 

As soon as the British cliiefs who had been assembled to per- 
form their agreemeut with Cfcsar, knew of this, and tlmf Iho Bo- 
mans were without horses, ships, and provisions, they determined 
lo break their kite engjigements; and privately withdra wing from 
the camp, begun to assemble their forces in secrecy and has^(^ 
C;risar, wlio suspcctcif some design of tliis kiiul from the <Iclay in 
the delivery of tlie remaining hostages, and other circumstances, 
sought assiduouslv to repair his ships, aiul to fuinidi his camp willi 
provisions* While thus employed, the onl-girards of his camp 
^uve him notice, tlrat tliev observed a great cloud of dust rising 
in lhal part of the coimtrv where the seventh legion had been kuit 
ihrage. Apprehensive of what proved lo be the real cause, he 
(putlC'd the camp witii two cohorts, and giving orders for the rest 
of his army to follow, advanced to the relief of his foragers, who 
bad been surprised white reaping corn ; and some of them being 
dahi, the iciivainder were surrounded bv the horses and chariots of 

, t *' 

du' Britons, and wt.'re in great danger of entire defeat. On Caesar 5 
arrival, the ilomaiis recovered from iJieir panic; and tlie Britons 
Jrew uir, but did not dispejs^e; yet Caesar tbinking it imprudent, at 
■hat time, lo risk a j|i^i||R^%iigageitieiit, retreated to his camp. 
Emhoidf r.cd t lie Britons sent messengep to ail 

to give. of the smallness of the Roman arniy, 

md lo their assistance, by displaying die glory and 

>T>oty to them from vanquishing tlie mvsMlera m 

:■ th|ir 
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their own cntrcaclwnenitfl. By tlie^ efforts, they increased their 
rorces greatly; and, oa the clearing up of the weather, whidi had 
tor some days prevented any hostile attempts, they advanced to 
attack the Koi«iaa& in their camp* Csesar, who penetrated their 
design, juilged it most prudent to prevent it, whidi he did hv 
ckawing out hk legions in front of the works; and when the battik 
joined, the discipline and valor of the llotnaa soldiers prevailed 
over the numbers of ttidr assailants, who were routed, and pur- 
sued to some distance, with considerable slaugliter* I'he same 
day, the Kritom again scut <lepntie8 to solicit peace, when Ciesar 
c(*ntenled himself with tlomandin^, that twice the member of hos. 
tages which lie Iwd before agreed to receive, should he sent after 
him into (iaul; for tlie autumnal equinox being near, he did not 
think It sate to remaiu on the coast, or to sail with sudt weak ships 
in the winter season/' Seizing, therefore, the first favorable o|>- 
|H)rtunity of the wind a being fair, he sot sail soon after midnight, 
and reached the Continent in safety. 

aSuch is the general account wliieli Caesar has given ni his Com* 
meutarics, of his first exjieditioii into this Lsliiud; >ct even this 
will warrant the <'onje<’ture, that his sudden dispart ure, if not the 
iannediute consetjuence of leal defeat, was the only prudent me- 
thod he could take to avoid it ; and tlieie are passages m Horace, 
Tibullus, and Lucan, wliicii stxMn to c<mrii4U tins supjxKitiou, as 
well as in the writings of Tacitus, and Dion ('assnis. All the 
Irausactioiis which aUemliMl his descent, took place in this county; 
and, most probably, within a very tew miles of the shore; though 
the particular scenes of the diflerent iictions launot now hi* Ctisilv 
assigned. 

The inadequacy of CM'var's force to t^ect the icduclion of the 
Island in his first expedition, is fully evinced liy tlie mugmtmle of 
his preparations for accomjdyiing il in the eu’^uiug year, when he 
again set sail for Britain, with five legions of iutimfry, and 3000 
horse, distributed on board a fleet of about 8r)() sail, about three- 
foortlis of winch had be^n built for the invasion. The next dav, 
8tt 1100% he armetl ou the coast, near the same s|K>t wh<»re he luid 
litnded in tlie preceding jcar> and leachcd the shore without oppo- 

P d 3 ' 
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tfie numbef'^f Ijavittg afTecled 'the Britons with 

so much lejfror, th^t tlmy bird quilted the coasf, aiid Tetreatcd to 
the higher grounds. Caesar having fornied a strong i^mp, ii]iaipclt- 
ed in quest of the foe, whotti he found stationed pn the banks Ot 
a river, and preparing to dispute his pasfsage from the rising 
grounds. He, however, repulsed them with his ravaliyj on which 
they retreated to the W'Oo<ls, where they took \^ielter Within an en- 
frenchmenl, which both Art and Nature had contributed to fortify 
in an extraordinary nraniier.^ All the passages to it were blocked 
up by heaps of trees, which had been felled for the purpose, and 
the Romans were at fir^^l unable to enter the works, but at Icngtii 
succeeded, and compelled tlie Britons to quit the words; yet 
Cxsar declined to pursue theu», from 1 is ignorance of the couti- 
try, and from his desire of einplrwmg tlie rest of ih^ day in en~ 
trenching himself on the field of action. 

The next niorr.irig, Ca»sar divirled Ins arn»y into ibreo bodies, 
and again advanced in jmrsuit of tlu* Britons; yet before he iuid 
niarclit'd ikr, some horsemen aiiived from the fleet, to inform 

him, 

* ^ arious have been the conjectures of our antiquaries concerrihg 

this place of the Britons foriilied by Nature and Art, Horsky thinks 
it likely, that this engagement was on the banks tif the river Stour, a 
liltle lo the north of Dliroxermm, or CanicrLury, in the way loV'ards 
Slurry, >vhkh is about fourteen English mik s from the Downs. <.)i{ivrs, 
well acquaint'd with, this part of Kent, haw conjertured it to J;ave 
been on the banks of the rivulet below Barham Downs, and il'ai the 
fortification of the Britons was in the woods bt.hind Kingston, towards 
Bursted ; and the distance^ as well as the situation, of this phu e. add 
s|rengrh to the conjecture,^. Some have plat ed this encounter bi low 
S'werdiing Downs/, three miles north-west from Bursted, and the on* 
irenchmenr, in t^^fw'oods above the Downs behind Ileppington, whe^ 
many entrenchnietus, &c. are uili vhil>ie, ikah.aps rite 

ej/gogc/ncvrf-v.'as fonght below Barham Down ; fort ijkat ion might 

be that r<s9j^fBursted, as before mentioned; and the remains above 
S\vejdibg*^f^!b place to witich the Britons retreated .after ttey 

■-v« re i)y the Romans ; and where Cimr again found them> 

under the command of Cassivelaua.'* 
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hiltt, , sttito IWi ||iiEi|)»j^ a»d Iiad 

!»hatt«t^ of 1 ^ dmen th^m o» 4mte. 

On 0iat iotelUgcuoe, he roui(>terhijaiuled Im forces mn! 

returned ikel, wbm he found that ubout forty $aiil weie 

entirely imU thtkt the remaiodee f ould not be refilled mfooui 
{yeat diffienify end fai%ue« Ut therefore deteriuiued to have the 
whole fioet hnuied on shore, atid to iiiclo&e it wifoia the lines of 
his camp; hi the e^ufion of Utk pro/ject, Ia& soldiers labored 
ten days and ni^ta with IHtle iniermassiuii ; and at thk daj/ 
observes Hast^^ «j>on the ^bore, about Deah Sandowu, and 
WaJtner* there h a tons; mage of heaps of earth, nae^e Camden 
supj[>o$es this sUi|>-camp to ba%e been, andwlmU, in hk time, as 
he washilbrBied^ vm called, by line jieople, Romeos IVork . though 
some toit'e clMsjectuted, and, perhaps, with probaliilily^ (hat 
tlie plaq^ of Csssai’s naval camp was vihere tlic town of Deal now 
stands.'^ 

Wlieii the shipimig were all drawn on diore, and securely eii** 
trejuhed^ Cjenar once more* advanced in si: arch of the foe, to the 
•scene of his pievious victory* Here he found the Batons asss'm- 
bled in for greater uutu)»ers than before, under the conimaiid of 
tlie bravo Cassiveluunus, whose teallories were divided from those 
of the more soutliern stales by the river lliainos, but who, on this 
important occasion, had been cliosen lo lead the army of the confe- 
derated Britous, WtnM llic Romans were pursuing their march, 
(hej were briskly attacked by the British cavalry and chariots, and 
many were slain <ni both sides j and shoitly aiteiivanU, as Ccesar 
was busily emplojed in strengthening hiscamp; his advanced guaid 
was surprised by a smiden assiuill, on wim’h Ife sent two cidioits 
to tlieir askance, who being soniewlri^t lutinmlated by ihe IJntisli 
maimer of fighting, permitted tlie Butoas to break through their 
remits wirhoul toss; but some fresh cohoiK coining up, tliey viere 
at last repulsed. 

; The eusuing day, the Britons took post among the h3ls. at 
di^tuce from the Roman camp, and apjiearcd to be 
*uota ^dbtpoied to wait for some acudcaial ailvuntage, than to 
tUri IniUle Atjcorvlingto about noou, they made a fierce 

i 
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and stiddf n ^(hick on a detaclmient of diire tegioi?8> ttnd ail 
c«mlrv, which Caihur had bent onttofomjje; hut thn were rc 
reived with so much viewer, that they were c|nlfWy 
and hciiii? clobely pursued by the cavalry, were roittcd wiUi great 
slaughter, the lloman'^ them no tiiiae either of i allying or 

forsaking their cliai iot«‘. llns battle ptoved deciHi^e iu tii^ur of the 
Romans; for many of the Bntish chieftanw now withdrew iioiii the 
coufodtrary, and subiuUted to Caesar; who toliosvm" Up ins suc- 
cess, marehed towards the banks of theThame$, and crossing it 
in the tare ot a stioug fone, notwithstanding the Bnlons had 
driven niaiij sharp ^talieb mio the bed of the river, enleu'd the 
teiiiiories of f’assivtlamius. This Pinue, despninug of success 
in a geueral battle, disbanded a coasulei able pait ol bis force'*, 
but retained about t*()00 chafiots, with which he liovcted round 
tlie foraging pajt*es of ih^ Rotuans, and sometimes assailed them 
to advantage. 

Still fuitlier to letard the rowjta sis of Ca'«ar, he sent oiders to 
the four |»< tiv Kings b\ whom Kent waslhtn governed, and whose 
names weie Cmgetori^, Carvilins Ta\imagulus, and hegonax, to 
raise all the tbrees they could, and make a biuldtn attack on tin? 
canif) wheie the Ronmn ships were laid up. These diiectionsthey 
obeyed ; but they weie lepuHed with imub slaughter ; and ru a sally 
made by the Homans, Cingetoiix was t«iken piisouer. Alter th;> 
misfortune, Cassivelamius thought it prudent to soikit tor p<*are, 
particularly as many of the British states had aheady snbn,ittc<b 
and as hi^ piincipul (ily had been torced to Minemlei to the Roman 
arms r*esar, who liad detennined to wintei in (Paul, iiXMt pro- 
bably thiough (lieelnnigoppositioinvhKh had been excited agamst 
him by the* Riitons, and fioni his convu hoii, that their unw it hog- 
ness lo bow to the Roman yoke would prompt them to sei/c every 
opporlunity to vindwate their beedoni, readily hearkened to his 
proposal*,: and having uceived lioMages for the payrtient of anaiiH 
iinal tribute, i(‘t«nied to Ins camp on the sea-shore, where finding 
ships refsUed, he prepared to re-embark, whuh he (Hd in 
‘I few 
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jfew ihy% and iri^htnitd tho Co«tin<^nt, i^Jtbout garrisoning a 
single cn le^i^^ing ^ne j>oIciier to setun tns con(iu< sts*^ 

From tiib])eiiod^ the expiration ot uuKtx jears, the 

nidejK’odcncc of not disturbed by alorugti tot, but 

about the year after Ihc biith ot Chust, the lettisal ot the Em- 
peror Claudius to dt liter up sumo fugitives bad fled to Rome 
to .uoid ptmidmienb ot<as!one<l rogodumrius, «ion ot Cuuobiliut, 
alio thiiji leigiifd oMf flic Tniiobantes, to v\j{bhold the tribute 
ii)ipoi>e<l by C<Fsjt, and to prohibit all M>ijmwKc ’with (he liomiib* 
Chudms eagerly seized the o ipmtuuily to dtiUie wan, and ni tiie 
tear co.nmafided x\ulus Wauling then Pfo:'^ ill Oaiil, to 

(onduet his armv into ISritii ^ Ibis wasol) jed, and riautiii » 
(Iniding !ns foibi*s mto tliuc bodiis hmlul iLi wboH with- 
out op^Wtion m this <ounfv. foi llu Bnloi , di(<o(<l b\ arc. 
poll of u liitttiny aiiMUig tin Roman sohtui^, had iiegk cted to 
make pr<»|tAratK«is to oppoM them, PUulius^ tbout.h at fiist sue* 
tes**tul, was m the <nd ob’iijuJ to ntiiat, and toitify hnnselt m a 
strong camp, ou the Ke utwb sidt ot the ib<Mnrs,t tbiie to await 
the ariival of Clnubus, who b«id awmbkd a mHm.ious army to 
assist in themluction ot Ibiiain Claudius biought with ban st\e- 
tal eltpfiiuuts^ and Inuittg landtd, laaiihcd iminedia^tiy to the 

caiup 


^ Thw circuniifu cc^ m«v be rr^ udi d s decbiU proi i> that C»t- 
ur ^ triumph was nt i vo compUt< is fiom hb C nmmeniaiu > would ap- 
pear <^ltefcrves, * siys Mr IListtd, to confirm tht iLstimc oy of 
Eutan» who taxes In u with ’tununjj Im bitk up^n tht Britons , uf 1 )j n 
Cassius, who sa)S, * iht Rom'in inhmty win i ntirtly routed m a bu- 
ilt by ihcm/ and Mbit (’asn retired from henu without tlTecp ig 
any tmtu%* and of iatitus^ who writes^ ti it ( i ar lathti shewed 
Jibe Romans the way to Bni un, than put them in pi session of u,* and 
m »moihojr place, makes one of the Uruonv say, that ^ ihmr ames- 
tor» h^d driven out Juim$ Ciesar from ihi'' R^antL ’ ^ 


t *1^11 it supposed to base been on Atsion Doariy near Bromic }, 
wdn m the cnuenchmtnts aie s^ry stiong md e-stensive. 
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caiwp of and assuming the command, th^ Tham«!jj(^ 

and dcfi;at<‘<l tlkc Britons with great siaugliter. He afienvardi 
purstied his success, and having taken Camalodiitmm, (Colehe$t«r,) 
the capital of the Hitlisii Kmgs, reduced the ai^^^ent country 
to a Roman pro\mre, and appointed Plautius, Ffopfwt^rj^ IlOre^ 
turned to Rome,^ Fioin this {teiiod, the dominion of tho Eomai^, 
cner the southern parts of Britain, was completely estaWished ; and 
Kent becoming iirinly attached to the Roman govemptent, was in* 
eluded, by Cou^tantine, in the division called Bhitanni aBhima, 
After the iinal departure of the Romans, whom the dbUessc^$ 
of tl^eir own country had forced to abandon this Island, about 
the middle of the fdih ccutur), Vorligcru was dected King, in a 
general assembly of the Britons, hut lie being a man of inadequate 
capacitN in the then peiilous situation of athurs, Imd/^ourse to 
foreign aid, instead of bravely exetUng his people tbeuisehcs, to 
resist the barbajou^ incursions of the Piets and Scots, wlio had 
committed the most horrid depredations in the northern proviuc^^s, 
and were lapklly advancing to the soulli. His expedient of imU 
ting the assistance of the Saxons, being approved by hi-v etTemiuate 
council, deputies were dis|)utched to Germany for the purpose, 
and Hengisl and f forsa, liie sons of Wetgifiel, great*gtwud$aii to 
the celebrated Woden, put to sea with about 1500 tiien, and 
landed at Ebbsjleet, in the Isle of Thanet, in tWs county, a little 
to the north of Richborough Castle, about the }Car44*9.t Vorti- 
gern immediately concluded a tieaty with them, by which they 
engaged to defend the Britons against all foreign enemies ; and 
were, in return, besides jmy and maintenance, to have the Isle of 
Tiianet as an habitation. By their assisfance, the Piets and Scots 
were worsted in several successive battles, and at length driven 
back into tlicir own country: but Hengist discovering tlie weakness 
and incapncily of Vortigem, and being captivated by the fhiitfid- 
ness ami of the land, determined to make a pernianenl; 

settlement 

iJt 
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settkment h tlii** tslaiul; and to tba< eod, persuaded Vortigern^ 
that a relofe^ineiit of $axoos wan necessary, not only to enable 
bi)u effectually tu repulse Ibe northern enemy, but even to secure 
him from tile insolence of tlie Britons themselves, viho had become 
rons'litcod of lids incapacity to govern, and made loud complaints 
at Ws conduct. 

Vortigem fell info tire snare, and, by his permission, a fresh 
body of 5000 Saxons, besides women and children, were admitted 
into Britain. Among them was Oise, or Escus, the sou of 
llengist, and Row'cna, liis daughter, whose charms so excited the 
pa^ioiH of Vortigern, tfjat he rlemaiided her ui m i riage, though 
he had then a wife, and children. Hengist artfuly raised 

objeelious to the till at length, the British King, having 

ili\orced bl$ former wife, and iiivi^led Ileugist with the entire go- 
venimeut of Kent, to the utter exclusion (d* (ktowmgus, its Prince 
and Sovereign, was pctiniHed to laisc Boweiiii to his bed. Ilcu- 
gisf, whose thirst for empire stems to hc4\o im nased willi his ao- 
i|uiremeiits, now begun to think of couqacni tl.e whole kingdom, 
and umler similar wily prele«<es to those he had licfore employed, 
prevailed on Vottigern to send for another r*‘infoi cement of Saxons. 
These new auxiliaries cmno ovei in forty ships, under the com*- 
mand of Octa, uud Ebusa, the son and ne]'hew, or, as some 
write* the brother ami nephew, of licngist; and ba^in" sailed 
round the Orcadcs, and ravaged the cmmtiies of the Set^s and 
Pitts, obtained permissiou of the King to sellle iii Northumla r- 
lauil, under the sjiecious pretence of securing the northern parts, 

fjeilgkt did tl^e southern. 

Still encroaching on the weakness of Voifigcai, the Saxon ciiht 
eentmued, by degicei*, to streiigthai^ ins own army hy fresh bo- 
tfe of his count ryiuen; till at last, supposing his strength adequate 
to*btU be sought a quarrel with the Biitons, and, aided by 

his tounfrymen in the north, begun to o\errun and lay waste die * 
whole country, in the mean time, Vortigern, to whose ilhfuled 
alliiUice all lliese latter calamities were attributed, vras eonqieUetl 
by the Britons to associate liij> son, Vortimer, with him in die go- 
venuueut, tmd to coutide to hi| administratiou eveiy/ thing relatii.g 
' to 
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to public affairs. Un^ier the direrUon of this bravo youth, lh<? 
Biitons again made head against tlicir insidioua uiul nuel tots, and 
in an encounter on the banks of tiie Durent, in tins eoviuiv, tho 
Saxons ucrc uorsted, and retreated to Tfohe? Vor* 

timer pursued tliein, and in a de%jH*rat<‘ and bloody bai*h% lougbi 
in the year 4.S5, is said, by the British bistonuns, ti> haicobtu* u^l 
a complete \ictory; though the Saxon writers anoMlmg rti t c^pin, 
unaniaiously affiin, that, in this very year, and Imn^duiKly alttr 
this battle, llengist liist assunnd ihe title of Kfxcj oFK».Nr.‘*' 
Hoisa, the brother of llengist, and (’ati^^eui, br<ahei toAortnner* 
iought hand to Imiid in tins eniMgauent. and »\cte both ki/ed on 
the spot, I though some wiiteis «drniu. Catigem was skua by 
Hengist himselfj 

The war still coutiiuupg with saiioiis succ(s^ another battle vuiv 
fought betueeu llengist and Voitiim r, about two yeutsa/ieiwaids, 
anno 'lo7, at Crn((ni<n d, now Ciayford, m tins county, in whieh 
the latter was defeated, with the loss of 40U0 men, and oh" 
ligtd to abandon Kent, and retiie to Lonilon* About this \>e* 
riod, the dissensions among tiie Britons themselves became so 
great, that they gene uited a eivil war, of which the Saxons took 
every advantage, yet they were not able to eflect the conquest of 
the counti^; and when the Bi items had once more associated un- 
der \ortigern and VinbiTisius, after the death of Voi timer, Hen- 
gist felt hhnseif coinjudled to submit to peace, and to have his 
power confined within the limits of Kent, What he could not ef- 
fect by open force, howc vcT, he eiidea\oured to accomplish hv 
treachery; and know^iug the fondness of Vorligern tbi pomp and 
dissi^tioii, }se inxikd him to a spkudid enteilammenl ; and while 
liis unsuspecting guest, vitji 4*00 of his princifml nobility, were 
enjoying tile feslhitics purposely excited a quairef, 

and 


t Hen. JJupth 



¥ram1ation^ Vol, L p. 33* 

Matt. ’VWst, ad an. JS!cnnn)s> Cftp. 4ts 
► Malm. 1U>, n rap. 1. 




* RaimlpU Cestr, Poiythroii, Jib fV Mitorn 



Hmr. U7 

nn<l hh pafti^ans, on a given signal, drew out their daggers, or 
short swords, whkh they had concealed for the purpose, and base* 
ly nuiKlered even/ Tkiton present, except Vortigem, who was 
spared by order of the Saxon chief, but obliged to compound for 
his ransom, bf consciUing to deliver up that large tract of land, 
out of which (he kingdoms of Essex, Middlesex, and Sussex, were 
afterwards formeeb Having lluis exteixled his dominions, and al- 
so made himself imish^r of London, Winclsestcr, and Lincoln, Hen- 
gist invited over fresh bodies of hiscountrvTnen, and, in particular, 
the fierce Ella, who landed in Sussex, where he afterwards firmly 
established Ininseif. From this period, the progress of the Saxons, 
(liougli for a liiae impctlcd by the valuint exertions of the British 
Princes, Ainbiodus and Arthur, was lu ver efrecluuUy interrupted, 
and at length they succeeded iii ac(juiring a firm dominion over the 
chief part of Briluin. 

Hengist died in the year 4tS8, and was succeeded by his sou 
Oistr, or Escus, who being a Prince of little enterprise, permitted 
Ella, who hud worsted llie Britons in several butties, to assume 
the title of Kiiig of Sussex, winch he durst iml do while Hengist 
was alive : he w'as also chosen the chief or general of the Siixons^ 
in Britain, hi the room of the latter. Oise died in the year 512. 
leaving the kingdom of Kent to liis son Octa, in the tnentysewnth 
of whose reign, Erchenwiif, who had go\eiiK*d in Essex and Mid- 
dlesex, taking advantage of las .So\<neign's weakness, jvevsiuided 
the hiliubitunts to ac cept hinisclf for dnn’r Monarch, and formed 
those provinces into llic kingdom of tht‘ East Saxons. In the leign 
of Ilcrmenric, who succeeded Oetu in the year 5 > V, the Noilliuin- 
brian Saxons also threw off their allegianro tiie 

Kent, and, under the famous Ida, c.stiii>lished the kin:/ ion * of 
dSorthumhcriaiid. IJermenric dving in* .>()-!, was siicecedni by his 
EthellK?rt, whom he had previoti>lN associated with l.'imsiff 
in the exercise of royalty. This Prince hecaini* one ot the mo^.t 
celebrated of the Saxon Heptarchy; for icineinl.taing with regret, 
ftlie authority which his predecessor, llengisi, had exercised over 
the Saxons, he determined to assert his right to the snpieme duf- 
by force of anus, and decided war against Ceaulin, King of 
f- '' Wessex, 
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Wessex, who was th^ifi acknowledged as die chief* Being worsted, 
however, in two battles, he was soon compelled to sue for peace: 
hut Ccaulin himself, having seiised the kingdom of Sussex, gave 
offence to t he other states, and a general confederacy, of which 
Erhelhert was appointed head, being formed againsl him, he 
iletcated, ami dying soon afterwards, Etlielbert obfained the oIh 
jeet of his wishes. His ainbition, however, was not ye1 satisfied^, 
and by degrees, he assumed a right to succeed to ail the vacant 
thrones in tlie Heptarchy, in virtue of des<cnt limn Heiigist; 
and though he desisted from actijig up to the full extent of 
Lis claim, from an apprehension <»f a gemual league beifig 
made against Inm by the other Sovcrc'igns, yet he continued to ex- 
tend his authority over all the Saxon states, but that of Noilhmu- 
berland. His reign became otherwise memorable, from the iiUro- 
duction of Christianity itUo Kent, under the auspices of bis Queen, 
Bertha, daughter to Charihert, King of l^iris, and tlie subse<tiumt 
conversion of liimself, and princi|)al subjects, to that iaitli; an 
event that prepared the way for its thriher progress tlirough all 
the Saxon kingdoms. After a prosi>croiis reign of fvftydhrre years, 
Elhclliert died hi the year 6 * 1 6 ', and was interred within the porch 
of St. Maitiu, in the Abbey Church at Canterbury* 

Eadbald, his son ami successor, rciidered slothful by his vices, 
lost part of the supremacy uliieh his fat lu r had gained, and re- 
lapsed into the errovsof Paganism, tlurngh be altera ai ds reformed, 
and re-embraced the Christian faith. Aftm* bis decease* in 6-M), 
Ercombert, Ills younger son, Ibiimi means to ascend the throne, 
and by his ;<ea}, grc rith <'ontributed to (lie spreading of the ucwly- 
adopted religion. .lie dyinir in 6(>4, was succeeded by Egbert, 
who* proved an encoarager of learning; though bis glory was stain- 
ed by the munh r of bis two nepdiews, lest they should disturb 
him in the pos<^ession of tlie crown. On his death, in 6’73, Lo- 
thair, his brotlier, assumed the vacant seat, but this usurjration 
gave origin to a civil war; for Edric, the eldest son of Egbert, 
assisted by Adehvalch, King of Sussex, bravely contended for his 
inheritance; ar.d after st veral battles, fought with various success, 
Lothair was vi n^juislied; and <lymg of his wounds, was buried in 
1 the 
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tlie Monastery at CaatertfUiy* Edric was then crowned: but, 
after a retgti af hardiy two years, ia which this province became 
desolated by dvU warfare, was slain by bis own subjects, and was 
succeeded, anno by his brolbcr Whlrcd ; who, however, 
was forced to admit one Swabert as his partner in the throne* Soon 
after their accessi<m, Cedwalla, King t>f the WestSasowt, imagiu* 
ing that the intestine divit^ions of Kent would render it an easy 
conquest, sent m army thither, under the conuuaitd ol his biothci 
AIollo, wdm wtirruu, and plundered, great jvsutof the country* 
His ontiages roused the scngeance of the two Kings, who uniting 
tlicii forces, wonsted him in battle, wIUi mu«b slaueldcr: Mollo, 
liim»e1f, heiitg clovcl;) puisucd, s^nigiit refuge, with 1»velve others, 
ia a liouse, whuh they valiantly defended for some time; but 
at icnglU It wms sot on fire, and they all pciished m the flames. 
C'edwalla, exasperated at the inKerablo fate of his brother, whom 
he tenderly loved, enteied Kent viitli a tonnidahle array, and so 
leduced it by fire and the sword, tliat it ne\er afienrard^ regained 
h.s imporlauce anmng the Motes of tlte Ilrpiarcliv* 

The two Kings, Whlred and Swabert, enjoved no rejmse till 
the year 6^1; when, having got rid of some other petty Princes, 
who prcteiitled a right to part of Uieir territories, the> dukled the 
goveninuoiit between ttiein, and the country vs as again restored to 
peace and quietness^ Cc'Hviilla, wot comeat with Uie revenge he 
had himSeif taken on uceount of bis biolliei h dcatli, sliougly re- 
coinmended Use pursuit of it to his sueeess'or, Ina; who, in 
made great preparatioas to bv’ude this, kingdoni ; imd having ac- 
tually mardiiod iutber, put the whole country in a conMemation. 
The Keiili$i^bHraeu« after having tried various means to persuade him 
to rdinqitkh tii|i design, found money the only prevailing arftu- 
taentt op wlptsfe J^bey offered him 30,OUO niarb of gold, winch lie* 
accepted, Teturhed home. Soon afterward^ 

Swabert dytp^.1^dtod,mglied alone, and contiiiuctl iw peace to 

the timo of wbkh oceuned in Uie year 7 25 

’ ’ Wubred 

^ 1. from Bede, Y\b* "m cap* Flor* W^otest. p, 

I Thome, 'I'Col* 1770 \ Cluroo. ad an, t>87 ; 

-"412, 75H. 
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some writers* asso4W^ wttb Ww ii|» li^Bthm*. ifeftdbcit Bi»d AId«c j 
said aftenvards, # Ardulpli, his son. 

Etlielbert iiiro$<^4j^ iu 7^0 i about wbidh observaa Ila;^^ 
“ one Si^v^rd was Kti^ of a part Ktat ; if pm^ credit is to 
given to *|i%nt of his, imntiNj in tips tVsstws Rofefisis, in wfeidi 
be, styles Inmself iZpx dimdia parth pn^ntcim CiiMmtia/'Wif* 
Before thls j^riofd, seems probable, jcfeat Kent tod bee# 

iitdMivided pto states, llioug^ there whs syKaiMH 

niina) SoYcrcigii of the whole. 

Alcfrie, w*ho was at the fioad of the sovereignty after the deaths 
of Ethelbeit and Ardulph, was several times obl^d to defend 
bmlself fto^ the ebcroacliments of the other states; and was at 
;l^gth d^i^^ In a great iKittlc, fought at Otford, in this comity, 
by.QAa^ Mi^cm; who was only }»revcnled fitmi entirely 

subjugating Kent, by the jealousies of the other Saxem states, and 
the invasion Of his own comitry by tlie Welsh. A^hsr the death of 
/ Aldric, ;^'it|s:( Whoin^ded tlie right line of .the Saxon Khigs of 
Kentj of tbe ra* Eadbertid’rai sueoeeded; b«t was 

not suffered long to' enjoy liip supreotKcy; for Cennipb# King of 
ilercia, having ravtyjed the countiy from one end to die otlier^^ 
Mid.its ill-fated Mi^rdb conveyed todderan^ wfi^'toordetrd; 
Ills eyes to jto put bbt, aiid liis hands to be ’ettt oK Alter thisj; 
Cenulpli pisiixd Cudred on the vacant throne, who tovtug reigned 
obscurely abouf {right yean^ died in $05; mid was succeeded by 
Baldred, hte son. litis Prince was the Inal tole Mtonrch of Kent; 
for wlicn he tod reigned aboul eighteen yeais, to was drilvtm Avm 
bhi throne by the forces of dte great %tort, Kifigitf' the West 
who thialiy succeeded to suidH|atiDg a!^ ^ Utatot pf the 
IleiHafhliyt tod uuiti^ ibtot into «aie<toigdoiiiij^ so tiip 
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' The ilreadfiJ massacre of tlie JDane% in J002, wa$ the fraitful 
source of neu woes; for Sweyii, whose'owit $i$ter had been bar- 
barously umrdereih together with her oliilclretiy m this fatal period, 
%owcd to revenge the inaues of hbecmx^tryiheu; and during t\w 
three following years, he plundered and depofmlat^d every part of 
the comdry of uhich he could oblam possession.. In 1006, the 
Isle of Tliauet again became the residetiee of the Danes, as it jd^o 
ditl ill lOOP^ when they wintered there; but issuing from tlieir re- 
treat in the spring, they e?ite«f!ed llierr conquests ov^r a very large 
part of tlie kingdom; till at length, the cities of Lmidoii and Can- 
terlnny, were almost the only places of strength that reinsted their 
power. Even the latter city was taken after a sieg4 of twenty 
days, and reduced to ashes, most of the hihalMtaiiis bdbg <lestio>- 
ed at the same lime; awl tlie Arclibidiop himself was afterwards 
barbarously pul to <leatli at Greenwich, wliere the Danish fleet 
then lay. 

The miserable policy of Ethelred, and his qpsritless counsellors, 
could, even in tliis extronuty, provide no other means of relief 
than that of bribing the Danes to leave tiie kingdom; an expedient 
that had iN'cn often tried, and as often proved a merely temporal y 
remedy, obtained at the expense 'of fresh insult. It was, indeed, 
the fatal means of iiivitiug new enemies; and even m this instance, 
though the sum suid to have been given, amoimted to 48,00Cd/ 
the nation had hardly enjoyed a twd\emonth’s tranquillity, before 
k was again exposed to all the horrors of invasion. Sweyn, who^c 
implacable enmity was never at rest, arrived at Sandwich with a 
numerous fleet, fuUy determined to attempt the conquest of the 
ivhole kingdom., He thence sailed to the north, and entering the 
Humber, made himself master of all the northerti provinces; then 
suddenly juardiing to thi south, he laid degc to London, where 
Ethelred was shut up; but not being stifliciently provided with iic- 
cessimes, he raised the degc, and ravaged the western counties. 
In tlie mean tim|j|||||^ f«a^ig to fail ioio his baiids, fled 

with 

Duaelm. Bromptoa and the Sax* Cbroo- say 
mly aOOO. 
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with litt family i»to NormatsNiy; Sviwn^ to wliom tlic capital 
tiow sommlered^ anno lOld^ wa^f>mciaift>ed Kingof Ens2;1an(i 
out fuTther op{)osition* After tl«* ilcatli of Sweytt, which hapiiened 
Wilhio n tweivcilionf h from tlufa perioil, Etiidred was r«fcalied by the 
Eii&;iieb| ami prepared to contest the mereignty with Canute, 
Sjf'cyo s epoj whom die Danes had exalted to the vacant throne* 
Thi% Prime iinet|H»cledly leliiiquisbed his now kingdom^ and set 
sail for Denmark; Harold, his younger brother, having sebed on 
that coiinlry for liitnself* WliCn Canute had regained bis inlieri- 
tance, he returned to England, in the year 1015, ami ba\uig re- 
mained a shoit time at Sandwich, sailed round to the western 
counties, which he quickly subdued, and prepared to extend Jus 
cotiq\)e$ts* In the mean time, Eklmund Ironside had succeeded to 
the crown, on the deccavC of his talher, Ethelre<l, and bravely 
conteudcil with tlic Danes for his rightful inlieutance. He fought 
several battles with various success; and in orKi of defeate d 
Canute in tin's comity, and obliged him lo take letilge in the Ide 
of Shepej% At length, a partition of the kingdom being agreed to 
by the contciwling Sovereigns, the Thames made tlie cluff 
boundary of their respective domutious; but on the death of Ed- 
mund, who was basely assassinated by tiie contrivance ctf his bio- 
ther-in-law, Edrtc Sireon, within a few months afterwards, Canule 
became the .sole IVIbnarch* On tlie death of Ilaulicauute, tJie 
fourth King of the Duihh line Ui England, the Saxon race was re- 
stored in the pcrsdii of Edward, auruamed the Confessor, sou of 
Elhelred and Etumu of Normandy, in whoae reign, Sandwich, and 
its neighbourhood, vm once more plundered by some piratical 
Danes* TIte (tmainiag events, of historical inipoiUincc, relating 
to tins county, will be noticed in tJie^ description of the places 
wliereia they were tiaosacted* 

KENT is a maritime county, situated in the soutli-eastemmo^l 
l>mt of Great Britain^ and inciudiug the angle nearest to France, 
from which its nesure&t point is about twenty-four miles distant. 

figure h irregular; but ap|Woaches more to the tra}^uin than 
to any other. On the ttorilh with the exception of asmafl tract on 
^hc Ebioix Hide, it is boUjUded by’ttit River Thames; Oa the east, 

E e tl «ttd 
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aad part of the soufli sida, it cqiens to the Oemian Ocean, alid 
Briiibh Channel; on the south, it h skiited by Sussex; and on the 
west, by Surrey, lb medium lei}j;tli, from weit to east, is aboi-t 
sixtvsix miles; ami its bieadth about twenty-rfx : bs circumference 
is nearly 17^ miles. On the west side, its hotindiit^ limilb air 
chiefly artificial; on the soiilli-west, and soutli, they are principally 
foimcd by the snuUer branches of the rivers Medway and Rothci, 
Anciently, this county is supposed to have extended some mi!c' 
furtlicr westward ihtm at present, and even to have included 
tn ib bounds, the ori<;hial vile of London, which Ptolemy and R:: 
vennas speak of as situated on the south si<le of the Thames/ b- 
its piesGut circuit, it loulaius 802,000 acres,! five laths, sixty- 

llircr 


llierc is no doubt,’ ' observes Mr. Hasted, ** tliat befoie the 
landing of the Itomans in llritam, the space of country between Dt pt* 
ford and thell unt*s, as ingh up as Limbeth, was a swampy mazih, 
l^rcat pan of wl jch was con^i gently overflowed by the tide, and as 
oflntfe or no use; and, incited, iminhdbitable. This spare, then, with 
the channel of the 1 iiamcs at its extremity, might be looked eln both ’7 
ibe T) inobuuU^f and the Cuniimif as a kmd of barsitr 
winch might mislead the ancient geographers, who j(|jpfe*ed th** 
terri tunes of the former \/ere bounded l>y the T h|| yii> and, mcoiwif 
tiuence, assigned this space of country to Cantiani 

whereas, in fact, it belonged to, or at Icastii^as clamied by, ncithe»*- 
Ihe Romans afterwards, to secure this barrier, drained as much of 
lands here as served their purpose, erected a station here, and mad 
roads to it; but on fheir further conquests, mmoved to the other, 
north side of the river, ^here Ijondoa now stands. After which, nc. 
ther of the above jieopje claiming this district, it became part of d.v. 
camniy of the Hegnlt who inhabited Sussex and Surrey, id which [lit ter • 
county it lias cotumued to thw time.* Even $ubset|aent to the Norm- 
Conquest, the inhabitants uf Surrey seem tobat^enctjoached on die conn 
ty of Kent, the parish of Deptfbrd having been, by ali accounts, wiwUj 
withm tiie latter, though now the former claims that part of it, in wb» ’ 
are the manoys of llatcham# Bredinghum, ^cnL fol ^ 

i Bw*** of the Ag^cujmre of SJent * othbn have csii- 

* matef the numbea of acres at wpwami» # I ,^00,000. 
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threi* Inli^idreds, lif)ci1i^, 414 parishes, t\^o cities, and 

iwarJteMowiis.^ Tli« DUinbcr of bouses, accordiu" to 
tbe rettttJis uiidertbePopubitbii Adof 1800, araouttledto52,<),0<S, 
tliat of inhabiiautd to 307,6*54: of v^boin 151,074 weie malen, and 
156*250 females* ft returns tan Members to rarliament, viz. tv\o 
for the shire, two for the dty of Canterbury, iv^o for the city of 
fttcbester, two for Maidstone, and (wo for Queenborongh. The 
ecciesmsttcal jurisdiction is divided betw^een the Arclibyiopric of 
Canterbury and the Bishopric of Rochester; the former having 
eleven cfcanries belonging to it, and tlie latter, four. 

For local purjioses, this county has been long db Med into the 
two districts of and KenL- the eastern dhidou contains 
the laths of Sutton at Hone, and Aylcsford, and the lower pait of 
the iiith of Stray; the Hcslern division, Hie l.iths of SL Augustine 
and Shipway, and tlie upper part of the lath of Scray : within 
these laths are comprehended all (lie smaller dixidons, as baili- 
wicks, hundreds, libcities, <kc. In each of the great dialucts of 
East and West Kent, a Court of Session'* is held four times eveiy 
year; that is, take oiigmally, and twice by adjoururaent The 
Justices, though appointed for the whole county, geiicmlly confuie 
their attention to that particular dMtict in whicli they reside. 

The floiirishifig comhtiou of Kent has, doubtle ss, origi- 

Mtcd ftouf the peculiar cusloinst by sMiich the de^Ncent ol Icuided 
property is regulated, ami which aic co»nprche«ded under the 
termi, Oavex-kinb, These customs are of \ery remote date; 
and if any reliaiiee can be placed on similaihy of iiunies, (hat of 
OavH^kini may be derived from the ancient British G Vi*Ai:L, to 
hold; and CENEDL, u which is ccilaiiijiy as good a dcii- 

valion Wthe Saxon givc^alkkind, Laiiibard, and Skin- 

ner, eminent jCcbthih aiiti(|uuric$, concede (he term to have original 
ly deiiOiM tiie nature of the services yielded by the land, and there* 
fore have word Cavei, which signilks a or 

E e 3 customary 

^ llasted, Vok %» Some of these, liowcver, me di^coatihued, though 
priviloged m «tteh j JEldham is only held thrice yeitrly. 
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perftmw?ui<u»<4(f a«tl of Oecjf^^, implyiug flio 

Dature^ k«ic{ or <}OHiky of the performance; «a that the pro|\er 
defoiiftoii of OavcHSnd, btaoda which by rent^ in op. 

position to land sobject to military teoui^^ an^^^hkli \ieided no 
rent or service, miM04)ey» providon, or wodksof^l^alture^ This 
Opinion is also espoused by Mr. llohuison,^ who declares it to 
be the most iialura! uud easy account, as domg the least violcmfe 
to the words, and as best sitpiw>rtiMl both by reason and authori- 
ty/ Btit, m ouh r to support the oj>miou thus im! need, the lat* 
tcv author is fonstiaiitcd to sumiise, ** that the jiaflible qiraliiy of 
the land was mthci iutiindc, and acckk^dal to (iavchl&ind, thait 
necessarily compivliciwled uiuier that term/' An hn|uirer must 
theiefore be in suspense, till future ingenuity shall stmt a more 
happy derivation. 

The law of Oavebkiiid coinprelaends the jojni iuheritanee of all 
the sons to the estate of the fatlier^ and should tli^ fotiter survive, 
the iulicritance devolves to his gmudsou^;, if there aie any, or else 
to his daughters, Tim partibiljty of this ruKhnii is not restrained 
to the right liue of consanguinity ; for all brothers may jointly in- 
liciit the estate of a deceased brother j and, agreeable to the same 
rule, nephews and nieces, by the right of represaataffoiit^ are, 
ill tliepr degrees, intilled to tlie s;ime divisbii of projwty. 

I'his transmission of an equal ptirt of iht parents |H>S9essiom to 
those pf his family who were equally connected with him by the 
dearest and most tenclci aflectioas, was cgrtaiulj a method of dis- 
Iribution, equally obvious, impartial, atlal reasonable $ it was, 
therefore, undoubtedly, up universal law of aitliquityi till the bchct»c 
of policy being ivfiped, it wasjmlged useful, or rather found no. 
cessSry, to raise surh dKtmctions as nature never fofoiided. To 
those nations whp have least* devmted from this eqbhable niode of 
(hscent, thgie is due a firp|K>rtiotmte dfj^ee oft^mmeiidi^ttou; 
and it is highly tp thj* c redit of oar ancifut lirtcidi smceslor<?i lhat 
Ibis equitably trjuisinissipti prevaUed Iwre, py a law pf Canute, is 
implied^ tha^ tmp Daubli progenitprs a^mittfd dap^^tters, as well 
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as imt W tirnt of m] ami personal estate. Tbe 
Sattoiw 4o not Wtm (e bavo complaisant to the fair sex in 

tliis I«8p««$} iH^ iMne eflhl^ ieg^sb^ ate suggested 

to have ant^ndic halt ftlsilfeosoii tbr tiMr partial distinc> 

tion;*^** ^ ttotthiest of hhKid^re pie&tted " 

At ^ iNormni Cot^tieSt, it is evident that the eldest son did 
nSt MbOrit to the exdiuian of his bietbten} and it was at that 
tyrannieai ptfktdt that tbe cuilom was introduced, of die ri^t of 
sole sueeetidon in piefereooO to the diviable practice of iubcritance ; 
and it was bitrodnced b; Wilbata First, as n stiiking ^cbnea 
of tiie military mid arbitwry dominaiion which he mtewdcd to esta- 
blish. The meH of Kent refistwl so deprecated an bernaefararot 
with succen; bat the odier parts of the nation were gradually 
brought to acquiesce baccedbg to the clabi of priwogeniture, ex- 
cept a few bs^idfoniit botougiis and manors, ^ 

VadooB are the causes wlucb might bduce tlie men of Kent to 
resist so geuentlly the slavery to which the rest of their counlryuim 
were sobjeelad: tbe following motive, inentbned by Sonincr, 
seems tbe most planwMe and h&»t supported coiijectnre. 

o The IbaHdh-men, (the commons there, 1 mean,) lAe the Lon- 
uOTams, iphie eateful, b Hiose days, to maintaiu their issue for 
tbe ^reaea^ than tiicir houses for the^future, were mute tenacious, 
tiMhr eod teiettive of the {wesen^ustmii, and more tarefni to 
coiitbue it, dnm genemliy those of most other dureswere; not 
hecatiife (as some give tbe reason) tiw joonger be as good geutle- 
nien as the eMwr brethren; (jan argumeut jirnticr, prchance, fur 
the partible bmd in Wabs;) but because it was iand, which, ty 
the nature of It, sqipertained not to the geiiisy, but to Uie ^^eo- 
manry, whose mmve or cause th^ eared not so much to uphold 
by heqpbqi^ the WheThance to Hie rdder brother."'*' 

“ And tMi jaoemnit," aecortHug to Mr. Rolnnson, “ agrees weU 
with tbe gts^and temper of the peopte;" “for" says Ltii«bar<f,t 
iu this Hieb eoiato, IbeypiOitte themsdves, and joyextcedbgly; 
bsomudi, tm t mwi may Sod suosliy yeom<m (aithou^ Oi^erwito 
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for wealth coniparahle wiU> many of the geoflte i«tt) that will not, 
for all tliat, change Uieir ctHKlition, nor ide8h»,to be j^iparelled 
with the titles of gently." 

So predominant is Gavei4ittdin Kent, dint all Unids are presum- 
ed to be subject to that usage, till the tmtmy U piovcd ; and for- 
inerlj, such lauds only were exempted from it, as were holdenby 
knight’s service. Anciently a royal pierogative was exercised, b$’ 
changing the cuslomaiy descent as well as the tenure; and in 
some instances, this pi'erogatnc ’was delegated to 8ub,pxls, ami 
particularly by King John, m the third year of liia reign, to Htt- 
beri, Archbishop of Canterbuiy, and his successois. Contrary 
interpretations have, howevtr, been, at diHcient tinu's, pul upon 
this tenure; but it is evident Uiat the legislative autl.oriiy alone 
can over-rule the custom of an equal partition amoug the sons, oi 
Other collateral descendants. 

For Uiis pur))ose, sevend statutes have been made, the fast of 
which was in the reign of Henry the Seventli, at the request of 
Sit liuuy Guldeford : another act, on the same dis-gavelluig ptiu- 
ci]ile, passed hi (he fiileentli of Henry the £%fath: attother statute 
was obtained by Sir Henry \\ lat. In the thirtyi-first year of the 
reign of the same I’lime, the lands of tlurty'-fonr urdileineo and 
gentlemen were, divgavc-Ued in the same maiuier; and a sinuiai 
liberty was allowed to forty-two othem, by a statute of the second 
and Ihiid of Kdw.-trd the Sixth. The lands of tlirec gentlemen 
only, were dis-gavcflcd during tlio long reign of Queen EhzabPtli ; 
and oi the same number, iu that of James llic fnut ; and it dtK's 
not appear tliat any act, of tlic jtaine nature, has paised since the 
first year of tlie latter Monarch. 

lltese dis-gavcllhig acts divested the lands to which they related 
of tlicir jtartible [irb|)erty*ftij(j, witliout adecting, in the least, their 
other iiiadental qualities; i«h rcinaiiu'd the same, because they 
weie not expressly alte£|d|||Hbe letter of tlie law ; else the owners 
of Gavet-hmd lauds suilerevi great prejudke by the toss 

of ibetr usual piiv^j^HKad of the benefit infendt^ by the acts. 
One of these pridj^H^tat lands in Kent do hot esciwat to the 
King, ot otitecy^^Urhom they ate holdea, iuottWr^ofcouvicUoa 

and 
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ami «*\erulioa for felony; but Iho heir of a tenant in Gavcl-kind, 
tioUvtlhi^tundmg the olSence of ancestor^ shall enter unniieillale* 
Iv, and enjt>y the lands by descent, alter the same customs and 
MTVJces by whkh thej were before hokien. Tliis i)€culiar iiiuuu- 
uUy comprised in tlie old \ulgar proverb. 

Ibe father to the hou^h, 

** And the son to ihe plough/* 

Tl)c puviletnes attached to Gavcl-kind, do not, however, extend 
to<a«tesof trea^ii. for any |>er%oi4 attainted, in the smallest de- 
gtw, of Ihh high offence, forfeits all the lauds nhich hi ’lolds by 
ilnstenme, to the Crown, ,urordu4g to usage Heirs aic also de- 
prived of the title of jiOsm^ssioii, if thtii aiKtslors, being itubeted for 
klonj, should abscond, and conscqueiitls become outlaws, and 
in the limes oi Fap^d JmiMltitKni. if the tenant had Uiken refuge 
i\ t coiiseeiated plu<e, or had abjured the leahn, the iiuninnity 
ceased ; be^c^awse am ofjt hd< i , Kdon' he i oidd u\ ail hunselt of sanc- 
tuary, w»s obliged to make a lull toide^^nm ui the cninc laid to 
Ins charge; and rlight clways exult <i a strong presumption oi guilt. 
Ity the bW custom, a witc\ dower in lands ol the tat use of Gavel- 
kmd, is hi i!0 case foiteii«ble foi 1 m i husbands klouj, except 
wheto the heir is imble ft> he debamd ot Ins inheiitahce, lhi$ 
was a privilege uimosl peiuhai to the wuhn^s of leimiits m Gavel- 
k*iid; nor was the wwerih ot the eon aion lasv mitigiOul in this 
fartienlar, tHl a statute was pas td^ in the lust )tai oi the icign 
of Kdw*ard th^ biMlt, allowing every wile hei dower, nolwithstaud- 
icg her hiis|iaiid*s having b^eit utCainteii of felony. 

Thf re ever whs, and stiii is, n very mateiial didemice between 
smJi lands as are Cmvel-kind, and Ihost' which me without that 
rule, in respect to the piopoition, or the lent ass^jgned foi dower. 
Thus by .the common luw, a widow Ims a light to a thlid pmt on- 
ly bf her Imsbaod'a real property; Imt by the law of OaveWviiKl, 
a mokty is dn^ of «4l the estates powswi by the husband at the 
marriage, atid at my Ifeoe dodng tlie c<»verture* One disadvautagt*, 
however, is faddeijt to dowgr tti Ga^eWiUKl, to wfhrhllie doweaes 
of lands hold«gi imipy othcf tenures ate not subject; name- 
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ly, tliat a tenant of the former does not ewfjoy it absolutely for fife, 
but (Hkly as loiijs; as she eontiimes unmarried and diasle, A very cir- 
cuimtautiHl proof of incmitincueytias fomierly lE^uired; ami, be- 
fore a forfeiture of dower could be incurred, it was necessary to 
attaint a^udow of cbild-birtlu This is eapimued^by LambardV 
translation of a French manuscript, intituled, 3He CuBiunml of 
Klip, ill the follow iiijy manner: 

^ if wlieu she is delivered of a child, the infant be heard cry, 
mid that tlie hue and cry be raised, and tfie country assemhUni, 
and Ihive the view of the child so born, and of the motlier, tlien 
let her lose her dower wholly; and otherwise not, so long as she 
boldelh licr a widow ; whereof k is said in Kentish, 

He that doth wende her, let him Icnde 

lu the present practirc in these cases, it is sufficient to shew 
that a widow in Gavchkind has been caught tripping, to deprive 
her of her dower, without producing actual evidence of tins casual, 
tliongli frequent, effiect of a breach of chastity. 

Tlie difi'erent terms of restiahit im)>osed upon the two sexes by 
the (}avel*kind law, betrays, boweier, a notorious partiality^ A 
widow must keep herself not only Bole, but chaste, or she loses 
her dov^er; wliiUt a widower, if he has a sufficient degree reso- 
lution to avoid fonning a si^coiid inatrimonial eonoectioii, may, 
without possessing the gift of continence, remain, by the courtesy 
of Kent, a tenant to half of the lands that belonged to his de- 
ceased wife. 

Anotfier disliMguislnng property of Cavehkind is^ that the te« 
Haul is of sufficient years to alienate his estate at the age of fif- 
teen'; but it must be by feoftment, that being a nielbod of con- 

vejance 

^ Ift two other cepks of the Gustumal, we meet with a iilkreut 
rcadmg of this proyerh. In one ii u, u stfed/te$ 4ey is ktcdife*^ 
Iti the other, wedne, myc is knedy^^^Hkd Mt* Hasted, in the 

Frefsicc to Ids HiiL^ of Kent, gnes k more mteUigtbly thus; 

thut does turn or woitd her, 
him also |;ive uiuo her, or lend her/* 
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of oilier the most proper, lest there be any s«spieio!t 
of fraud and ttnposHioii* This privilege makes the tenant S)Oine 
comfieitsatioti for his being kept in ward one year longer than is 
pennitted by the course of the comiuou law. And infants ia 
Oavehkiiid aluliys enjoyed several advatilageous iminuiiities tor- 
meriy denied to other {)en»ons during their niinoritv. In the 
<^<Custuiaal of Kent/* the noble usage ciatmed in behalf of vards, 
is esfiressed in the tollowing terms : 

And U* tfie heir or heirs shall lie imrier the age of fifteen years, 
let the fiutnture l>e romiiiitted, by tlie Lord, to the next of the 
blood to whom the iulieritance carniot descend, so that ffie Lord 
take nothing for the conuniltiug I’ eicof And let not an heir be 
married by the Lord, but by hh own uill, ami by the advice of 
his friends, if lie will. And when such heir, or heirs, sliall come 
to die ihll age of fiftetHi years, kt all their lauds and tenements be 
delivered unto them, together with tlieir goods, and with the 
profits of the same lands remaining above their reasonable sustc^ 
nance : of the which profits and goods, let him l>e bound to make 
answer wiiicli hath the educalioti of the heir, or else the Loiti, or 
Ills heirs, which conamhteii the same edocatioD.^* 

It wus formerly the custom of this county to divide the chat- 
tels, after the funeral expenses and debts of tin* deceased were 
paid, into three paits, if he left any lawful Lwie ; of which, one 
portion was for the performance of legacies. ; .luolher towards th« 
educatioii of his children ; and tlie thiid towanb the support of 
his widow. 

If fonant of GaveWtind landv. witlwlraws from his Lord 
his due rents had services, the custom of Kent* gives the Loid a 
sj^ccW and sotenm kind of cemtii, denouwnated Gtmin, *by 
wliicb, m\m the tenant redeems hh lands by payment ot tlie ar- 
rears, and makes reasonable amends for his neglect or contimmcj, 
hmm foffi^ed to the Lord, and he enters, mnA octuinea 
them m him dwn idmesn^s. 

lenanla blChlveHuild also claim the privilege, tlmt wliore 
a writ of bfopght couceriiiiig Gavel-kiud Iimds, that the 

mud Hhaljl not be chosen iu Ibo n^ml manner, by four 
^ Knights, 
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Knigltls, luii l>y four tenants in Gavel kmd, who shall not 
ciute U> thoaiselves tnehe Knights, but that number of tenants in 
GH\tl»kind; and trial by battle shall not be allowed in such a writ 
Ion those land^/** 

1he invaluable benefits of the vaiious privileges of the tenants 
in <i;»vel“kin<h eamiot be mote eleuily shewn, than l>y conlrasb 
ing with them the burthens of the luilitary or feudal tenure. ^ 

** The heiif’ says the learned Sir William Blackstoiie, on the 
death of his anceator, if of full age, was plundered <Jf the cmolu- 
ments arising frotu Ins inheritance, by waj of nluf and prmcr 
sfisln ; and if under age, of the whole of his e state during in* 

faucj/*t 

Sir Thomas Smith, in his Commoimealth,) has the following 
remarks on this hea{l . Whea the hir came to hi^ ou/i, after iw 
was out of uarthlitpf his ^oodt> wtie decayed, houses fulku doti/i, 
stock ua&ied and gont% lands ht forth and ploughed to be bunen* 
to make amends, he was jet to p.ty half a jear s profits us a tine 
for sueing out his livery; and also the prite and ^alucof bbmai* 
riage, if he refused such wife as his Lord and guardian had bar- 
teted for» and imposed upon him; or twice that value, if lie mar* 
ried another woman. And wlieii, bj these deductions, Itis fortune 
was «o shattered ami ruined, that, perhaps, he was obliged t<i sell 
his patrimony, he had not that pooi piiulege allowed him, with- 
out jwying an exorbitant fine for a license of ahimtion.** 

The grievances thus established in cousequcueC of the feudal 
systenj, were occasionally mitigated by seveiai ads of Parliament , 
but were not wholly aboHsliedi by the legislature, till the twelilh 
year ot* the reign o/ Cliarles the Second. 

Whatever opinion may be entertained of the stoiy related by 
Sprot, of the Men of Kcnf unpe<lmg the Conqueror in Im march, 
and, with the Archbishop of Canterbury at their head, obliging 
him to consent to the preservation of their ancient UberMeiii, and 
wbkh story has been exploded by difiereni writers, it may he ob* 

served, 


^ Hastcd*$ Kent, Vol. h p* 315* 
1 Commentaries. $ L. in. 
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served, that the coniiiumiice of <iuch peculiar privileges must have 
originated in *'omc important cause, though that cause be now for- 
gotten. They not only siuTCcded in preserving their lands from a 
state of scinitmie, thus complicated and didusive, but likewise 
maintained an old claim higlily favorable to the nalives of Kent^ 
by which It was insisfiMi, That al! the bodies of Kentisli-mcn be 
tree, Jis well a<t tlie other free bodies of Englund/” Tins is the 
lost article in the Cnstumal, The piivilege evtended to every na- 
tive of the county, and to their children, at a fieriod when other 
English sulijects were held in an herechlary stale of bondage; and 
when the Lonis of IVLtnors exerted legd power of cf-dtuing, re- 
covering, and transferiing, the pi ,^ons ofviliaiuN, in tlic siiiie uiaa- 
iior as they did of their horses and their o\en. 

It is a curious circumstauce, that, since the passing of the Dis* 
gavelling Acts, the continual change of piopcrty, the extinction ot 
the Court of Wauls, and of the In^pihiiiuJ? ^ pn\t Mmtcm, the 
ivant of knowledge where records are dt*j>osted, and the ?real 
expense of seaichmg for them, the duhenity of plowing whal 
estates the jiersons uaniedin the Dis-gateUliig ntiU wcie sel/ed 
of at the time of tiiaUng them, together witlt that of Viewing what 
lands were formerly suliject to militiry teiunes, which has daily 
increased since their abolition, have occasioncil difhculties so ac- 
cumulated, and so in»>urmou«table, that the land-holders entitled 
to the beneiit of tliose acts, wave theii privilege, and sutler their 
huids to ill common with those of theii ncighhoins, rather 
than enter info a labyrinth of hHgatloti and tost, ** Tfie c<»!isc- 
quence h,** says Robinson, that at lliis time, tlnne is almost ns 
much land in the county of Kent subject to f hc,controuI of the cus- 
tom of Oavd^kiiid, as tlierc was before the Dis-gavc lling St ifutcb 
were enacted*'' 

Tlie i^iiend aspect of Kent is very' beautiful : miring from the 
ineqitality of tihtc surface, the diversity of the scenery, and the va 
J^iefy in % vardti|Pe* 'Hte whole county/' observes Mr. Hasted, 
Mh marshes and the Weald, is a general cluster of 
small liSht twn hiatus of wbkli, higher than the rest, run through 
the luidiBir pf from west to east, in genera! at about eight miki 

Jiaume 
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distance from e«di other, (though at soime places much less,) and 
cxteudin;; from Surrey to the sea/* These are called the Upper 
and Loner Hilb, aful are mostly covered nilh coppice and wood* 
iairds. Tiie noitliem mnec, and, indeed, the whole north side of 
the county, is comjmscd principally of chalk anef finds, as well 
as a Jaigc tract on the east coast: the southern ranj^e is chiefl} 
of noii^stone, and rag-^stonc: moie uesteily, vln\ and gravel pie 
vail on the eminences. 

Ill the Agaciiltuial Survey of this Conntj by Mr. Boss* he Iwis 
divided it into eight districts, ati ording to the nature of the sod 
and produce, and this division will lie heie folhmi'd, as being best 
calculated to convey a complete idea of the whole: these districts 
respectively comprehend the Isle of Thanet, the upland farm^ of 
Last Kent, the rich flat lauds iii the vi(inity ot Faversham, Sand- 
wich, and Deal, the liop-gioiuub, &,r. of Cauteibiiry and Maid- 
stone, the Isle of Shopey, the upland farms of West Kent, the 
Weald of Kent, and Komney l^Lirsli. 

The hk of Thanti fonus Uie north-ea.st angle of Kent, from 
the main land of which it k separated by the rbei Stour, and the 
water called the Kethergong; its length Ls about nine miles, and 
its breadth about ti\e. This distiict is m a veiy high state of cul- 
tnution, and of \eiy jcnuiltaWe fertility; its soil, though origmaf 
ly a light mould on a dialky bottom, having been great l> 
ed bj the ine'Jiaustibie store of manure sii|iphed hy the sea. The 
whole Islaml contains about 3500 acre« of excellent muislt land, 
and 23,000 ucics of arable: those of the lattei, width border on 
the marshes, aie the most prodnetne; though even the up^lands 
are rendeied extremely fertile through the excellent incMles by 
which tliex aie cultivated. The deepst and be^t i»oi), says Mr 
Bo)s, ‘‘ is that which lies on tlie south side of the aoutlmnuiost 
ridge, running westward from llaiu'vgate to Mouktonr it i» there 
a deep rich $;unly kmui^^ mostly di) enough to be ploi^ed flat, 
without any water furifdws; and, mdeeif, so rwh atid productive, 
that there is scliclo^^^^ision to ialhm it ; Itiough tiiby a great 
ineasme, arises froip the c\ue and Industry bestowed on it$twa»rage* 
ment. fbe soil of the marshes i« a staff day, mixed with sealed 

and 
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and small The general roulinc of crops mi tlieliglilersoflst 

is fallow, barley, clover, and wheat; but a crop of peas is occa- 
woimlly infroilured in place of the fallow; and sometimes beans in 
room of tlie clover. Where the roiiud-tiltlt course is pursued in 
the rich sandy team lauds, the general routine is beans, wheat, and 
barley. Canary -seeds arc likewise grown heie in great C|iian1itie$; 
ai well as radbh* spinacli, mustard, ami cabbifcge, and other esci^ 
Janl plants for the London luaikets. The harso&t lor wheat gene* 
rally connnelires in the fiist week in August; and for bar^y, oats, 
and j>cas, the last week m July, The marsli lands are priueipally 
applied to the fattening of sheep aiid cattle: the sheep ' re chfefly 
of the Romiie} Marsh bleed; the cattle are mostly of the Welsh 
kuuL Many pigs are reared in this ilistrkt. the hogs are of various 
sorts, lioth small and large; the former are mostly a cross fumi 
the Chinese breed. But \cty little wood U now growing m this 
island; though, fioni the names of various places, it would seem 
to have been antkailly abuuilant. Tlie lann-houses aie in general 
good, and even elegant huikhugs^; aud the roads are in CKcell^nt 
ouiei, Tlie sea-weed is sometimes burnt into kelp, and exported 
to llollmid. The air ui the higher j>aits is cvtremcl} favorable 
to health; but the inhabitants of the lower parts, bordering on 
the marsbes, aic subject to agues and mtcrnnttenl bners. 

The (Tpiand Faini^ qf Eusi Kent may in* desciibed as includ- 
ing an opiMi and dry tr4<t of laud, lying between tlie city of Can- 
teibuiy and tlie toww of Dover luid Deal; and anothei tract, in- 
tlos<»d with woods and coppice, extending from Dover by Eleham 
and Ashford, to Iloebester, in length, aud from the Isle of Shep^^y 
to Leuliain, &c. iu breadth. The former tra^t includes a gieat 
variety of soils, hardly that of any two farms being smiilar 
pievailbg, are chalk, cleflge ♦ haxef-inould, and stiff 

clay; with teteriuixtuies of tlinL gravel, and sand. The stiff 
are priudIpaDy met with on tlm tops of die highest hilts dkmt 
Udver; tho tracts occur iu the valhes in the same ueiglfooui- 
hood, and Sioekbuiy, near Maidsteme, The routine, and 

nature 


* Cledge h a »t W Itc aac oui earth, mtlr-^nxed with fUati, and somtaniiH 
^ \ Ii s mall particles of ahalk- 
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nalure of the crops on these various soils, are, of course, verj^ dis^ 
similar: on the clraik lands, aiHficial grasses form a considerable 
portioii of the produce; the loamy soils aie inostK luicler the 
ronnd-tiitli s>stcni, vi/. bnrlej, beans, and \s heat; the ciedr^e is 
falhmeil once iti four >«ars, and geueMlIy rroj)|)ed witli oats, 
cloier, and s\heat; on the h.a/el-inould, nlnVh is a iiehi *»oil on a 
clav bottom, nioic or lOsSs mixed uifh ilints an<l saiH*, the 
oi’eiops is vers diflerent, according to tin* capiee ot* tht faiiiui, 
or the situation of the laiuf; the routine on the stid tKi; s, is gene- 
rally fallow, wlie.it, beans, attd bailee. In this <hstii( t, tlie hai- 
vest is comnionh from foiatera to eighteen ihn % later lima in the 
Isle of Thunet. Tlu» sluep, cattle, hoiscs, and hog , aie f>r simi 
lar breeds to those in that Island. I'ht hop-gioujaK ai( but ic\s , 
the priucijval are almost confined to the paii^ies of Woothuv 
borough, Ash, and Wiughani. 

The woodlands in the eastern pint of K<nf, are disprist d piin 
cipally between the gieal load from Rorlicster to l)o\er, aial the 
chalk Iiill that ru.is from Folkstoae, by (.'haring to Dethtig, 
These furnisli the adjacent country with lire wood, and the dotk-^ 
yards with timber for shit)*buihiiag: but t!ie most mateiial )mu ol 
their produce is the immense quantity of Iio[>polcs cut out tin 
the neighbouring plantaliaiis. The chalky soils are principally pro- 
durtiie of asfi, willow, and hazel; the stiff ilav’<, of oak, birth, 
and beech. When llie wood is tit foi cutting, it is gmieially sold 
to the dealers In the acre. In the woodl.md distntt, whith ev 
tends from Ctvalhum Hill to Charing, the soil is mostly flint and 
clay, with a chalky MilKstratnin. The wood is gcnerdlly cut at 
from tea to fourteen years growth, ami is salaed in proportion to 
tli€» quantity of hoj>poles protiucetl : tlie best poles are those ot 
ehesimt, ash, wiKow, and laaple; the former are hi most estiina- 
tsoUi The w ood is found to degenerate after eiery fall, aidess re- 
plenished from the nursery, ftoui which the plants shouhl be re- 
wiU» as iiiuch earth round their roots as possible, and care 
should he taken not jd Injure the simll suckers* 

The Mkh Flugfms ill Ihe vicinity of Faversham, SundKvirb, 
smd Daaii a level, ata extratnely fertile, and excel- 

lently 
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lently matHUfed ttado* a getwnEd system, lliese Isdi 1» are almost 
entirely arable; libe' sods art a ridi sandy loart> intermixed mth 
a larger or smaller quantity of sand, and a stiff wet clay. Hie 
fotmer produces abundance of wheat, beans, bailey, oats, and 
peas; tiie iatt«, when wdl drained and weeded, is also very {Ht>« 
durtive in wheat, beans, and canary seed. Hie dry loamy soils 
afb chiefly rultivated under the round>tiIth system of East Kent^ 
si/, barley, beans, dfld wheat: much of the stiff wet day is under 
a two-fold course of beans and wheat alternately ; but canary is of- 
ten sown hi place of wheat. In the vicinity of Sandwteb, are nm- 
ny orchards, which in some years produce large qnantint s of good 
apples, most of which are carried oy the coal-vessels to Sunderland 
and Newcastle; the remainder is sent to the Loudon market. The 
live stock in tins dividon of tlie county, is similar to what has 
been noticed in the prerading districts. 

Hie Hop Grounds extending from Maidstone and Canterbuiy, 
and from thence to Sandwich, are very productive, and under a 
good system of mam^yment; tiiougti the soils are different, as 
v^ell as the kind of hops cultivated. The plantations have of late 
years hemi greatly increased, particutariy in the viemity of Maid- 
stone, Emrtbata, and Canterbury: the plantations called the City 
Ciounds, extend through a ciremt of two miles and a half round 
tlie latter city, and are estimated to imlude trom 2500 to 3000 
acres. Hie l^n grown here, and in (he grounds numing baice 
to Sandwkdi, are very ridh In quality, and in much request for 
(heir great strength i if well managed, tliey are also of a good co- 
lor. Hie most productive grounds are tiiose whidi have a deep 
rich loamy smiSice!, wkb a sub-soil of deep loamy brick eaith; gnd 
this kh^ rd InlBid Ibnus the principal p^ of the plantations of East 
Kent; tl HI If 1 1 ilitbre are smne good grounds where the surface % 
vetyfli't sabiei't to greit fluctuation; ill 
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- '‘■«»isis, tiie hojte amount to fourteen or fifteen hundred weight 
wi* stpit-! in others, tl«v do not weigh two hundred per acre. 

!« di^'ing hops, a small qusmiitj of brimstOiJeis wmefimes nwd, 
ill urdcr W .>mtrocatc the insects, «uid occSiaon a more speedy eva« 

f * 

jioijtion of the suprAitous luoisture: by the use of the suiplntr, 
the bops arc thought also to be hrightened b color. In the plan- 
tations of Maidstone and its vicinity, very jgreat emps of hops are 
grown, but tlwy are bfifrior b tjuality to ftjose of Canterbury and 
East Kent. The soil is wlrat is loi'sdly termed stouc slmitci ; that 
is, where there is a greater or less misture of small pieces of 
stoue and sand; the snb-soi! is ealled Kcutish rag, and 
bums into good Hme. llie hop plantations furnish employ- 
ineut to great numbers of be poorer classes, not only of this, hut 
of other comities; aiid the motley groufts that assemble to assist 
in hop-picking, are truly amndug. Hops are generally rcgarrled 
as havbg beeu btroduced bto this coimUy alioul the tune of llen- 

tenth link, to mark the place ol tlic bll», whah in thii way amount to 
1 oiH) per acre. '1 hit it the general method , but lome few grounds are 
planted eight, and some tsvelre hundred per acre ; titme are planted 
wider one way than the other, m order to admit ploUghmg between the 
hiih, instead of digging , but thu practice does not seem to mcreait , on 
account of the extra expense, and difficulty incurred, in those part 
where the plough cannot reach. When the hills are niarked out, hoh h 
are dug about the sire of a glllon raeaiurt*, and the mtrseiy plants placid 
in them. Sotse put three ? it ti, otWi two, and some only one goi'd 
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ty tk Sixtli ; ami tn (he 1438, thejr vtm pcUtionrd againni 
»■, a wicked weed, Ws, however, w only refer to the use of 
fhcm; for they are found wild ia al»iO$t every jKtrt of Britain, 
ami have even a fitithh oai«^ //ew/? y hhiddt or bane qf the 
tiolf.* 'rhcy Amc into wore general use in tJ»e re^* of Henry 
tlio laghth and I^ijsaheUi. Nearly ouc^fourth of the whole pro- 
diitc of the ho|»-duty is paid from the plantatiom of East Kent. 

Besides its iK^grouiHls, the neighbourhood of hlaidstnue is ce* 
iehrated for its a{)fdes eberries, and fill>erts( wany smtdl Acids, 
of from one to ten and jwrhaps fifteen acres, being phinted with 
diflerent s]iec!es of titese kinds of Irnit ; it is also a vert' common 
practice to jdaut hops, apples, clif.ries, and fiU>etlf, all together: 
and sometimes the aftplcs and dierries are planted in alternate 
rows, with two rows of filberts between each of tliem. Hie ap* 
pic*! intended for cjder, are generally gathered about tbetwentictli 

F f 3 of 

ihoott appear, m> that the bilk may be scon, they arc stuck wiib small 
pdlc?, from seven to ten feet long, in proportion to the length it is cx- 
pmt’d the bind will run: these poles are called seconds, and three of 
them are placed to each bill. As soon as the binds become about two 
feet in length, women arc employed to tyc them to the poles. In the 
tollowing summer, the bad is kept clean, as before, by horse and hand 
honng. Ihe proper time for gathenng the hops, is known by the leaf 
nibbing ftceJy olF the stMOg, and the seed turning brown, 'Hieyare 
nuked in baskets, containing five bushels each; and are carried to the 
cxiif in bugs, at noon and evening, for drying; in which process g>c-«i 
cate and skill ti requisite. H hen dried, and sufilciently cool to get a 
iittlo to yh to ( IV f rsfr ml |i ii!o pnwfler, theysare put into 'na pi. 
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of October, end after WNg laid in hfiiijW to tinder cover, are 
uioiiiiiactimd tor Use, Xn Jdenbttil jfears tbe e^dw ftott sells tbr 
Miiii<h>ra-nence per Iraftidl. tlie etudes aji^r^praftcd for domcslir 
osest are «>W to fiwterers, who send dtent to London by the hoji, 
or to the north of Eoj^d by the coal vessels/ The cherries, » 
wlurh are of the white and hlack'hearty Hertford»hire-blafk, red, 
and Flemwli, w l&entidt, kinds, arc usually told to higlcts, wljo 
retail tlieui on the seaooast hy the sieve or hadiet, containing for- 
ty-eight pounds eadij or eW tliey are 8«rt by walbr to Loudon, 
and conagned to the ftuit-fiictors. thefilherts are mostly disposed 
of in the sauie manner. The elierry-gaidens continue in full bear- 
ing about thirty jears; and during that time they are more pro- 
fitable tban orchards, but afterwards Im so. 

The Jshqf^epey is separated from the rest of Kent by an 
arm of the sea, called Uie Swale, witich is navigable foi ve^b ot 
20o tons buitlien: its length is about eleven indcs, and its breadth 
eight. About tbur-fiftbs of this Island conrists of marsh and pas- 
ture lands i the remainder is amble. The prevailing soil is a deep 
strong, stiff clay, through which the plough can hardly be forced 
The marshes have also a tbiek clay bcncatb, but are covered ssith 
a ikb black vegetable mould ; great numbers of dheep Itaving been 
regularly fed ou them for many years. On tbe arable hnids, which 
-ire in a high state of cultivation, beaus and wheat are grown alter- 
nately t a fallow being oocauonally substituted for tbe bean crop 
The wheat is very excellent, and frequent^ weighs sixty-four pounds 
the Winchertor bustnd Idiich clover a fb » g''own Hicrc ; and on 
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put to' tbe rams afiout ilk bf K<>v^Iier, and tiie lanil>s 
are weaned in Aagtisi. On t^'lest 6f die jrattsh lands, tbe more 
tbntard 8hee|> and Mttte ak fed: the she^^ ate mostly of t)ie 
Romney Mardi breed} the rattle are almost wholly of tbe Welsh 
sort. Ttie horses me of a klod that has been bted in the Ishnid 
from time immemonal, and are somewhat sniaHer than thoise of 
the other parts of Slent. Tlie arable lanrls hare been greatly im- 
proved by be/ug mannred witli cockhvshdils, great quantities of 
which are continually thrown on the shores by the sea, and are 
spread on tlie lands at about thirty loads per acre. TIte sea fre- 
quently undermines, and gains ground on, the cli0^ tticfa skirt 
the nordt and north-east sides and extend about dx miles ui length. 
Tliese clifll contain an abundance of extraneous fossils and iwtritac- 
tioiis, as wellaspyrhse, or copireras-stoiK*; tbe latter arc collected 
1<Y poor people employed for the purpose, and left on iKe shore 
in lieaps, till a sotbcieirt quantity has been obtained to load a vessel 
The Upland l^'artns (if A'cr/ inclrrdc a great variety of soils, 
and are cultivated under various systems of husbandry. This dis- 
trict is more htcloserl than the eastern part, and produces greater 
quantities of timber aird utHlerwood, irarticularly on tire ujqrer or 
wcstcrumost ade. The best cultivated tract in this division lies 
between Raurbam and Dartford, and is about five or six miles in 
breadth. Parallel with this, and of nearly tire same breadth, is 
the range of rlialk btlls-whicb extmids from tire sea near Folkstone 
to Snrrey near Westerhum, and from being tire most elevaled land 
ill the eoimty, 1ms obtained the local mnno of the Hog’s Back of 
Kent. The soil on tbe dat teqr of this bill is a cold, staff, flinty 
clay; so mutdi so, as generally to require six h6rses to plousd^it. 
Between tbhi hill, and the borders of Jlie Weald, and confines of 
Surrey, the eountiy is pleasantly diversified by hill and dale, the 
hills sbdvlag bt almost every direction. Tliis part prodnees great 
quantities of bops and fioit, with some com mid grass; m»eb tha- 
ber and coppieorwood is also grotva here. In the gravelly and 
sandy soila about Hartford and Blackbeath, «irly giar® l»as> *<«- 
*’*?*. syfi, vsinfor clover, oats, drc. are-producedi Tbe ro- 
tatioii of rWms t>ii tliese diffimt ifeils Is so very vt^ble, that no 
general t‘ Ssbifoin, ti^, and lye-gnss'h 
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C'f turnips, oWwr, Wley, aud wUeat, Oh Hh' rlay ktnl> 
'^e routine is frc(|ncHt{y failof) tviueBt, closer amt trefoil, ami 
oats, or wheat again i and sometimes peai, In ttiis district tW hat Wy , 
rr'loam, ajfter cutting, ate commonly inked together by baud, and 
carried loose uito tbe bam. *11)6 early green })eas are geneially 
drilled in rows, eight or nine to tbe rod; and are sdd by the acie 
to pereons who gather them, and send them to the Lomlun »mr< 
kcts. The dairies are mostly small, many of them not keeping 
jmtre than eight or ten cows, Tlte sheep are modly of the Soiilh 
l)(mn kind, bought in at the autmmuil fairs on the dovtns ami 
till’ wc'-t conntty breeds from Wdtdiirc and Dorsetshhc tlie^ an' 
friqueutly f^ttenerl on turnips, oil-eake, and hay. The waste and 
common land^ of riiis dbtiict form an evtent of many liictiiat.d 
--jTs.* The liirnpike-roads arc mostly in good tonditionj btit the 
utovroads of West Kent are freqnwitly impassahlt* for carriages. 

Tbe fr«rW 0 / Kent is a considerable and renrarkabh* trart, 
stretching al<mg the south side of the county, from Ronniej Mahli 
to Surrey, on the north it i«i hounded by die range of hills wlmh 
eiders the county near Well Strcit, and extentls in infeaiU a dm 
west dircitkm, to Sutton and Cgertou, ami Ihencc stretches soiitit 
casfwanl to Uyllie: on the south it exientls to tli« cotifutfs bf Siw 
‘•e*, ami imludes the I^lc of Oxney.t Tliis 'dlHrkt was in annont 
times an immense wood, or tbiest; wholly destitule of nihabitani-., 
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the lamU, which the (flvifimtors to conle^d for thdr beiu^ 
wrihiu itfc liants. « ft « midi.* Mr. Halted, « rtwt nithhi 

tj»e Weald* the ftmfof woodlands h«vi% ever pid trthc, lies oa 
Uic pajsoi), to entitle him to telse titlw of It, contwiy to the usvial 
roitom in otljcr iilsKies, wl«’re the jwoof of the cvemidioi] lies on 
the owner: nor aw the lands in |t sulyect to the statttfe of woods; 
nor has tlw Lord waste within ll« WeaW; tim timber growing 
thereon Wongs to the tenant, 'nds latter custom of esduding 
the l.ord frofn llie waste, is caUed lund'feerage” 

Tlie Weald, when stewed from tite adjoining Itills, wltidi com- 
-;~"d thewliole esfeiit, exhibits a most delightful land rape, iu- 
terspei'-ed with small emimuies, ’ighly enltiraled, and animated 
by farm-houses, seats, and villages, piomiHUOusIy scattered among 
t...seniig oaks, and olhet trees, The sojl is prineiiKiUy cUy, with 
a sub-sttatum of marie* in sonic plates strong aud heavj, but in 
ethers so {iliotit, that tiie ploughiug is (terforuied by oxen, unshod. 
Tlie other soils are samI, ha/ehmoiild, .uid gravel; hut tliose do 
uot exist m any quantity. 'J'lie parisii of Relhcisdcu is celebrated 
for 4 variegated tiuie«^one, called Ketbersden marble: in the {xtrts 
acljacent to Sussex, much iromsfoue ivolitahicd. \Micaf, oats, 
barhw, rye-gtass, clover, turnips, and brans, arc among the chief 
' .iid»et^mt of thi$ district , the pastures arc also very nch and 
■- --a KRjni uuiiibcf^ nf cattle are annually fattened in them. 

I he li^iyra^ in this district are in general \ciy hidilTerent, and 
frequctttfy inqiassihle tor carthtges, even in tolerable weather; in 
whiter, even horsei cannot kee^ die main roads, but me obliged 
- ■ r'sv olnMig ibo hamtw paved tracts that have been foimed at 

is an extensive level fiact of nth marsh laB<l, 
*vu*i, uiid iu iftelf romprchcnding about 
Ill'll fWritiwi, IIS ii freqneutly is, in conncclipn 
t-iiici at^joins it on the soutls-west, and 
* s wiih tlie lattei on die south-east, it 
‘ I 1f)4>d are cviif iiied in 



T^wtmd M»nh (HI t»i wtst, «onl{ifm6l atsNsi most of 
wgwt b ffl Sasssjt. 

b^UwSil i^lHMniwe of theite kvftb It (Ah Monnier season, 
vvlMiCM t«V soi^ b dotted with ksiaMli vcsdnni, aud co- 
TuTcd sritib Qumeroos flocks of abHe}lt Add dAmvi of cattle, canool 
£iii to eniite roiuMemUe interest in iv«ry oIjMsver. Skwyton, 
who may be regarded as the most {Hcturasqoe (and most flim^ol, 
perhaps) of our old poets, descriites the Morel «t a temnle «»• 
ntoured of the beauties of the river Bother; and 


Appearing to the flood, mott bravely like a Queen ; 

Clad all item head to foot, in gaudy summer'* green ;-<• 

Her mantle richly wrooght with sundry flowVs and weed* 5 
Her moistful temples bound with wreaths of quiv’rmg reeds; 

And on her loins a frock, with many a swelling pbil, 

Imboss'd with weti'spread horse, targe sheep, and fult-fed neat ; 
With idllagc* amongst, oft powthered here and there. 

With lakes and lesser fords, to mitigate the heat 
In summer, when the fly doth prick the gaddmg neat. 

PolY'Olbidh, Songicviii. 

The Marsh b defended ugaiast the viokBcc of the saa by an 
imm e nse widl of earth, of vast stroogth, called Daodbawh Vi'all, 
extending in length soinewbat tnore than duae ndlo. lids wall 
b the fade banter that prevoits die aea Hwh OtearlMnng the 
whole extent of the im!; and a* it b Bnr the geneitd sidel^, so 
“ b it suf^rted,” says Hitsled, " as well as the dtreofisifid 8ii»cc'> 
through it, wiibfa are ibr the general diamage of the tnaadbsi, by 
scots levied over |he vyhole of it: but the mteibH' dnibiai^i abkh 
b poftioned out kto a number of diiwknu^ eafltd wattttdngs, is 
{Hovided with sewers, and biaintahied at the ex|ilnsaof titB lespec- 
tive Iand4)otders, by a scot nosed lepei^ly oil eatfe* te 
don to the extmit of tlieb own wateim|. 

In thk pfOporttOM of ^ e Mardiet widdQ 'dn are 

l^heuded the two, ipirate townsof IMri ' HiHiBi OllU L^IUU. 
a:^ dxteeo other I lls, the Msuf.' 
by ditcbeii, and' ■ 



the ftocrf of whidti being retnarfcablj deep* 

inabfstittvetKng w'ttonovei^w^lp^etmiti^^ Eti. 

cepting the vltinges^, wti^ch eonoiit of but ^ 6m boiuet* stand* 
ing close (ouad the ehordtes, jlbare m htudly anj otiiers inter- 
^rsed in it, and tnoat of tlwi* afe mety n^. Ilie yiabitanti 
are cfnefly such as ore faired to locfc after ftie fromds and cattle; 
tlie owners and orcfqfders of which iiee in gesensl in the neigh- 
boutmg towns, or api<ind cotBitry.* 

Tlte soil of these spaickn» lewis has been aintost wfaoliy depo- 
sitc<l b> tfae sea, and principalljf consists of a fane, sot^ rich loam 
and clay, with a greater or legs prc^rtion of sca-sa^*; fennixed. 
The snl^soil consists of atteniate layers of sand and ckj, widi sea- 
lieach occaskiuadiy intcn^g. In many pieces throughout tiie 
J\Iatsh, at the depth of tfaiee or four feet, have been trequently 
dug up 0(d( leaves, aomis, he. together with large trees lying 
u>tH)g in d^eroat directions, some across each other,- somenjK 
pesruig widi the roots to them, as if overturned by a storm, or 
othei conyuhdiHi of nature; and otfae» as if cut tlonn with an ave, 
or sbari) insiruaMait; the color being as black, and ftu> wood as 
hard, as ebony.f 

These Marte we almost entirely ajipropriated to the graang 
and thttenttig of dii’tspsuid cattle, bat chkfly to the former, whkfa 
in iniiuiksi' quantities; their m rti her. per- 
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her ; sBid lhc;y rcinam wStb tliem cibout five weeks. Tlic cwos live 
entu%l;v on the grass, without 'any ]]ay> durii^ the winter; though 
in deep $itoas tiie;y lose fiesb, atwl sometimes bceome sory poor 
hy tijeir yeaiting time, Itm Marsh produces nmny twhis; Imt a 
great iimubet ate lost; so flat most graaiers couvider their crop 
not a jhad onp, if they wean os many iambs as tiiey put ewes to 
ram. Tlie lujnhs are weaued flie first or second week in Au||ust, 
and very soon after are put out to keep to the upkiud fariiim of 
the eonaty, wlrere tiny remsun till die fiiih of April,* at from two 
to llircc sbiliatgs per score per week, Wiien they return to the 
Mm.sh, they Ui’c pul on the jioorcst land, or on Mich iicldn as want 
impioveiuWit Vy hard stocking, which is hete called logging a field, 
and is lield to be of great service,'* 'Iliey ate aften\ar<ls distiilm- 
ted over the fields in proportion to the nciuirss of the feed, and 
to the miuiber which it », judged each field will mauitatn froiii the 
hegiiming of Aptil till Angust; which varios, on the avewtge, from 
five to twelve per acre. In autumn the wether logs are toroovod 
to the fatt^, and the ewe tegs to the breedtog, groumb, among 
tlio two and three yeariingowos. nie wedim zemaiit till the 
.tuly ot August following, when, as thay bmm &t, they an- 
token out, and sold oiibor to the dealers at the Marsh maiieu, or 
to thWof Smithfield. The two yearlhrgjwoters, whou fiit at 
tliis season, weigh fiom twenty to tiventyMU^it pounds per 
ter; as*! twne of tim larfioit, und I cat ted, a few-pmwKls moa. 
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l»y no mwm so large as those of lincolnsliire, and the lower jiarfs 
of Norfolk. The wool is vciy fine and long; the pioduce from 
caeh sheep, on an average, Is estimated at five j)oun(I.s; and tlie 
whole quantity aimually produce^} at about 4600 packs. I'hcaia- 
Itlo lands, thdhgh of inconsidertdile extent, arc extremely jwodur- 
tive in wheal, beans, and|)eas; and have been somew hat inaease*! 
df late years, owing to the small conqiosition that is exacted in lieu 
of fjfhes. 

Koinuey ^^arsh bus generally been considered as unhealthy ; and 
pufoably this belief has o|H’ra(e<i to keep it thinly peopled. Lain- 
bard describes tiie air, as ‘ bad in winter, worse in summer, and 
at tio lime good, fit only for tbOw: vast herds of cattle which feed 
all over if.’ Latterly, however, its sanative (pialitics have been 
greatly improved; a change attributed to the attention that has 
been given t(» keep tiic ditches fiee fioni vlagnmit and putrid watei. 

Tile traft properly railed IVtlUiml HJunh, is divkledfromiloin* 
itey Marsit by the cmbankineut nametl the Rliee-Wall, and extends 
about four niSes in breaillh, and five in length. The general le- 
vel is liere somewhat lower than hi Konmey Marsh ; a ciictmistiuico 
which, jointly with some defects m tlie drainage, occasions many 
.« res to be covered With water during great pait of the year. ITie 
soil, however, is extremely rich and fertile, and large rattle .ire 
I'attpi* 'liiv c'lii’jig the .summer. Tin sheep are of the same 
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nw Mamfcxtures rarried on in Kent ate rations, thougli not 
partieulariy extensive. The {Nothing twde, svliieh once gave 
enp!<^ent to great nuinlters of its inlwbitanfs, is now nearly for- 
gotten in tbe county. At Canterbury, muslins, brocaded silks, 
and stockings, are made ; at Dcpltord aud WhitstaWe, ate large 
copperas works ; at Stonar, in the Isle of Thanet, and likewise in 
the Isle of Graine, salt is inauofiictnred ; at Ospringe, is an ef- 
tensive manufectory for gonpotvder, erected by Govcnmiont ; aud 
there is also another, near Dartford, in private hand*. ; in the 
WcaW, boidermg on Sussex, are various iron fumaecs; and at 
Dartford, and Crayford, are mills for the manufacturing of iron ; 
at (he latter place also, are extensive works for the printing of car 
licoes, and spacious grounds for the bleaching of Imeus; at Seven- 
oaks are huge silk mills ; and at Boxley, near blaidstoue, “ is 
the most extensive and curious manufoctnre of {laiwi, perha{», in 
Eurqte paper b also made in the neighbourhood of Dartford, 
and of some other places, Ute various Dock- Yards, at De])lford, 
Woolwich, Chatlmm, &c. give employment to numerous artisans 
in all the different branches of naval affairs ; dup-building is also 
carried <m at other places on the sea-coast. 

The Religim H 0 ui>e$ in Kent were nnmerpus, and their net 
annual income, at the perknls of their Hissolutiofl, amounted to 
POOOl. Among them were two AbbkS, tteee Priories, and five 
Kunneries, of the Benedtetioe Order; of the Cluniac, one Priory, 
of the CkteriMan, one AWtn y ; of '5i ci ' » C Wimti, five Colleijes , 





towards Shootei^sIIil], nearly k tbc direction of the present road. 
On Bexley Heatli it becomes ]pkiQly visible, directing its course 
south southeast to Orayfori, where, or near which, Somiier, 
Barton, 'J'liorpe, and some other writers, have placed the No- 
vioMAOUs of*tlie llomans; though it docs not appear that any 
antit]nities, coins, or other remahis, have been discovered, to sup- 
]wrt this (pinion. ItHleed, the exact sitnatHHi of this station has 
been much contested ; Camden places it at Woodcca, hi Snriey ; 
others have ’fixed it near Keston, in this eownfy, where is a very 
large Roman Camp . that it was in tiiis county is pretty evident 
fioni the distances of the Itinerary, yet those distances i'lii not ad- 
mit of this being the place, so dial its real situatum is stiU di<^ 
putable. The Watling Street, hating proceeded to Dartford, 
“ slitws itself very coinqiiicuously on the south side of the high road 
between Durtford and tlte Brent, and when it < omes to the latter, 
it '‘hapes its course more to tlie south soulli-ea»t, leaving the high 
road at a greater distance on the left, and eutcriiig among the in- 
closures ami woods, in its way to a hamlet, called Stomeood" 
Tliis lies to the i^ht of Swanscombe, where some writers have 
(dared tlic VAaNiAC/T- of Autoninns, whuh Canulen had lixed at 
Maidsttme, and Horsley removed to Northfleet. Thorpe, how- 
ever, af^mrently op better gromtds, asrigns it to Southfert, where 
parched com, Bonmii coins, a Roman mtUltn, the foundations of a 
niaiuoleitm, with a sarcopliagus cmitainiuggiiiss urns bdosmg human 
remains, a gold chain, an elegant sandal, &c- have been dag tq) at 
different times; and from winch {dace the Roman road proceeded by 
Slnnglcwell, and Cobliaiq RarJi, to Hocheder.* This city wws the 
HutiOBitMa, or Dttito&Ktv je, of the Romans; and here the Wat- 
hag Stretst, carosned tlie Medway, and continuing up Chatham flill, 
; h lOfJdy the same tract* as the jwesent high road to 

Wliae Battely, Ihorpe, and otliers, lave 

■ ti ', j't? « of the Itmeiary, which Chuuden sU{fwses 
■. V’iid. at Milton, orFaversltani; Hots- 
Sittingboniet tnd Hiriiop 
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in altiiost a dimt line. !»ittiiigbonw, Bapchild, Beilcoi) Iliif, 
Stuue, Jixldt' Hill, [whm w' rewains of « strong Ruronof 
Caiu|:),') and ilougliUnt Street, across llarblednwn, to Canterbury, 
llie luidouFned Di'Eoveuni’M of tlie Itinmiiy. Hence it pro- 
ceeded ill a soutlK>ast ditt^fioii, bat in a straight lihe, across Bar- 
ftiiiii Donib to Dover, tiie DubrIS of the lluniaus; ami at that 
vfaiioij it tcrtiitnatcit.* 

Several other Komau irtij/s have Uitcrsected tin's eoiinty in difti’- 
rcul parts; of these, two apfM’ar to have led from Caaleilmry to- 
wards the stations railed Keui,|.bu m, or Iteciilnr, and lli ri - 
ot Kkhbaroui'h, which stations cuimnatided the 0|)posite 
eiitnuicfts of llie Roman Haven, railed PoUTi’s 1Ujtupensi<*. 
A third Roman Road, vviiirh still bears the name of the Stone n'tiv, 
i. e. Via Strata, run from Canterbury, nearly due souUi, to Limnc, 
the Roman IViRTLS LRMaxrs, so called from its being at the 
ancient mouth of the river Limnc, now the Jtother. This road 
wav intcrsw’Ir'd Isclovv tlie village of Lrmiitge, or Limmge, iiy 
another llomaii Way, that terminated at what is now called Suit- 
now! Vnslk, wlierc tlie Romans Irad a fort, built, according to 
Dr. dale, to dgtend the Port of Hythe, alter the Portus Ia;mauis 
had been deserted by tlie sea, Tbiv latter road ajjjiears to have 
lieen continued across the southern prt of the {Ktrish of Wye, to- 
wards Charing, Leiiliain, ami Aylcstbrd ; audit seems probable, 
that it proceeded oiwaids by Mailing, towards l^mdon. Some 
vtucr ancient W'sijs liavebeeii tniccil in diflerent iwrts; and with 

wlio had vari- 
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Tft&JitlinlHtir of CaHks that have l*een en*ck'<l in Kent k very 
con^tablei and tnutiy of tfaom yet teinahi either more or less 
Merfect Of tlwsc, flic immense fortres* at Dover may !«? regard* 
c(l a» the priiic^l ; and iliU h now garrisoned with a stiwig fon e, 
as »ire also several others on the sea-coast j but wiosl of the Castles 
It! the interior of tlie county, are disinaiitied, and mouldering in 
Kilhv. 

TIte principal RivkKb tlwl intersect or hound lUisconnf j, arc 
tlio Tf lames, tla* Mc<l«vs>, tl« Greater and hesser Stoure, tlie Da- 
Kiii, the Cray, ami the Kavensborii'*. 'Hie ThA.mbs, the Tu- 
mi'Mi of Cii'sar, has a very ini|)ort<i»t iufiucBce oti th^ «•«<!« and 
rouiinercr of this county, which it skirls on the north skle, the en- 
tac distance from Deptford to the \«tc. Front Deptford, 

‘ tiist of riters,' ns it i$ called by Camden, ]Ktsse$ the town ami 
lloyal Uo»l>ilal of Greemtich; tlie busidiugs of whicli, with the 
adjacent country, comftoH* a most delightful slew, imlependent of 
the heart-felt interest which it evciles whra rcganled as the proud 
asOum of the braw defenders of tiudr tiative land- Hence the 
river continues to flow in a Itold sweep to Woohtich, an iuijtortant 
Dock-jard and Arsenal, and proceedtitg towards Eritli, Itas its 
pros|H‘Ct$ cnriclied by llie plantations of Belvidere, the elegant seat 
of Latrd Eatdiey. Between Kritli and tong Reach, ihe'Diamrs 
icceivl's tim uuited waters of the Cray and Darent, and roiling 
oimaul in a semi-etreular course, flows liciween Tilhoty awl 
(irawsend in a Itroail stream of about a mile over. Tlwuce ra- 
pidly increasing in widtlt as it piocoods, it winds through the chan- 
nel called tins HopPi «nd 3ip«tiii|f!' duo eatd, pusses the Isle of 
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n9t» ki B^eclimgley t*nribh ; and having been joiiied by mml tills, 
Sows on to Eaton Bridge, Hever Castle, and INaii^ulftit, btdovi 
Vthich it is joined by one of the branches that rise in Sussex, and 
being angmwted by various smaUer streams, proceeds to Tun- 
bridge, through a very beantifut country. A little*above this town, 
the river separates into sevend channels, Uie oortberamost of whtcli 
is navigable, and is again joined by the other divisions wiftiin 
about two miles Wow Tonbridge. Thence proceeding to Twjfoid 
Bridge and Yalding, it receives the united waters of the two ic- 
maining priii«{>al branches; one of which flows from Water^lown 
Forest, in Sussex, and is swelled by the Bewle and Tlieyse rivulets , 
and the other of which rises at GoldwcH, near Great Chart, in 
this county; this also receives several lesser .streams in its progress, 
and is increased by llie waters of tlie former braiwh above Hunton 
From Yalding, tiie Medway flows in a winding direction to Maid- 
stone, and Hioice in a wildly devious ciiannei, gradnally augment- 
ing in depth and breadth, it pursues its picturesque course to Ro- 
chester, where the scenery becomes eniiuaitly beauttfal. Frocecd- 
iiig hence towards ^eemess, it paaes Chatham, Uimor Castle, 
and Giilhighain Fort; after which, it greatly mcreases in width, and 
stiil preservii^ its meanderaig character, flows onward to the 
Thames, which it enters betwieen the Isles of Graiiic and Sbepey, 
havmg first united its waters to those of tlieSWale. Tlusimr, 
and its numerous tributary streams, are calculated to overhead :i 
auifiice of nearly thir^ squwre mfles in the very midst of Kent , 
-■! the corniuy whidi it flows ftiiongh, abounds tritb most dcliglii- 
Tbe tkie flowsneariy ai h^i i' i li s dsteae; btitatllo- 
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for llie purpose, as long before as tbe reign of Charles tlie Second* 
By ibe last act, the undertakers were incorporated by the style of 
Mlie Proprietors of the Navigation of the River Medway;* and 
weic empowered to raise 30,000b to complete the work, which 
suui uas to Ih' divided into 300 shares, no person being |>ermitted 
to retain more than lea. I’hc trade on this river is very great, 
;n%f ineiu<les a vast variety of articles, many of them of the very 
first necessity, and which, before the uavigatioti was completed, 
< ouUi only W obtained by a circuitous laiid>carriage. 

rhe iMcduay is plentifully stored with fish of various s|K?cies; 
,1 td wa^, in former limes, much celebrated for its s.i>mon and 
; the latter, in particular, were so abundant, that a con- 
M Inalde pait of llu* revenues of the Ibdiops of Rochester v\ ere 
tU M\cd fivaii ii duty levied on their sale. They hiwe now, however, 
Hi a ereut measure, left the nier, but arc still occasionally talieu 
of ousiderable bulk/ Oil the Me<lway, and iu tlie several creeks 
and water'* belonging to it, within the jurisdiction of the Corpora- 
non ol' llocbesler, is an Oy^itr Fishir^; and the xMayor ard citi- 
/(.as hold a court once a year, called the Admiralty court, for re- 
eulatiiig this fidiery, and to pievcitl abuses in it/* The jurisfJic- 
ti<»n (d‘ tlih court has been established and enforced by two Acts 
of Parliament* 

Jbe Greater Stoure lias two principal l>raHclies, botli of whicli 
ti.e in this county: the first at Well Street, near Leubam; and 
tiio otiuT amoitg the hills between Limingc and Fostling, These 
having had Urcir waters increased by several rivulets, 
uiiiU near Ashford, where cliangitig their course to the north north- 
east, tiscy flow in one channel by Spring-grove Wye. Theiicc 
pjoceeding through a beautiful country, tbe Stoure passes seveftil 
Villages in its way to Canterbury, thrdligh which it again flows in 
a divided stream, and unites a little below the city, Imving formed 
three small islands in its progress. Afterw'urds it proceeds in a 
VoL. VIL Aug. J806\ G g north-east 

Ha$ted mentiom t sturgeon that was caught in July, 1774, near 
Maidstone, and weighed I flO pounds, its dength l>eing seven feet, four 
Hist. tU I p. 2BL 8m 
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iiorthenst toimt to the bk of Thaoet, tv here it anciently jome<f 
the tvaifT c alled the tVanmmi^ which separated that bic from 
the main kind, and was once so considcnible, as to admit vessels 
of jjreai hiirtkcn to pass iiimngli it in their way to the Thames^ anci 
tims afhini tlu in a mams of avoiding the danger liiui inconveuienre 
of going romui the North Foreland. This water was imvii«able 
ihnmghoiit, so i.^’e as tlie time of Henry the Eighth, thoiigfj it 
had confmaed to till uj? tlirongb tlie depositions leir by the tides 
through a long course of ages. Tvvvne, who lived in the latu r part 
of that reign, is <p\otcd by Hasted, as ol>s<‘rvhig, tliat people were 
tiien livijig, who had often seen vessels of good burthen pas^ to and 
fro upon it, where the water at that period was totally ewhiderh 
especially towards the west ; all which, he adds, happened ‘ because 
tlie fresh streams were not sufficient to check the salt water that 
choaked up the channel/^ The iranie of the Wantswme h now 
nearly lost in that of the Stonre, which, after directing a branch 
iiorth~we. heard fioni Sarre. flows to the east, and is joinetl by 
the Lmxr Sioure, and tiius united, eoutiiiues iu course between 
the Isle and the main land to Eidihorougli and Sandwich, In thiM 
part ot its channet it flows in a complete scnn-circle, south-east and 
bysoidit; but having passed Sandwich, it suddenly winds to tne. 
nordt, and falls into the British Chumicl at IVpperness. ’Fliai 
branch which directs its way northward from Sarre, takes the nam. 
of the and being joined by a htream iioni €liisleh 

flows into the sea ut Newlm^en, 

The Lvssvr Stimrt; rises in the neighbourhood of Liiniog<\ aj, i 
directing its course norlhwuixl, bus its waters intreased by several 
small rills, and sometimes by a temporary water called the Aa/> 
brmrn, which, aflcv continued rains, or sudden thaws, issues from 
several springs, and fbrms a strong eurrent. It altenvards flows 
atong the western skirts of Barham Downs, ami passing various 
pleaSitnt villages, ** parallel line %vitb Ihe XJretiter Stoure, 

fhlls tuU> that ri^||Hput a mife beyond Stoumiojuth; wliich, 
both rivers to have anektitlv floWd into the Want- 
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&ume. TIte SioJtrc, most prolniLK ({"riu^l from 

the Biitisf* I'a i>uT, the Water; aii^l maoy nven iii (Hirpicnl p uts 
Mi Britain leave this name. 

The RotLn\ formerly eallfft the J./hitn , uses at (ir-uel-IIilh 
in the parish of *Rotherfie!(i, lu ai.d eastward, be- 

comes tii(‘ bomnh»r% r>f thiJs tountv bi lou SaiKlhni'vt, liml Newen- 
deS. aber which it skirts the sotith side of the Isle oi 0\m \. and 
Mal(i< uIn tnrnim; to the southj empties its waters into fJu llai- 
houK I'liis river, m aiu'ient times, lloucd ronml the north mJc 
ot (>\iu\> Isle to Apie(l<»re. and tin lec on to Uomnev wheie 
ionninsr an harlmut, it evtemied over \ considerable part <if Uom* 
nev Matsli, and in that directum tel! into the sea; but the waves 
lollini; over this tract, dniin« a dreadful fi*mpost in the reipi of 
Edward the Fii-st, m> alteret! the ancient chamu h that tlie river 
wa^ forced to lake a new course, whicli it did by ioremg a p.r- 
&a"e into the sea at live, fioia Aphnloie. 

The Dmtut rises on tlie borders of this conuty and Sussex, neai 
\\tsteiham, wiience flowing to the north-east, if passe. s Valance, 
Brasted, Clupsied, and otluT villages, to llheidicad, where it 
turns to the noitli, and in that direction flows past Sborehara, 
Evnsfoid, and Fariunghatn, to South Darent. Hence winding to 
the north-west, it procecnls to Dartford, wheue il Iw'coines naviga- 
ble for snuiU ciaft, and, undei the new epjvdJatioii of Daioo/d 
id, flows onward to the Thames, which it enters near Long- 
rcach, having fust had hs cun eut enlarged hy the waters of tin* 
^ la' In several parts of its course, the Dateut flows in a divided 
''li^am, its baiikvS furnlshuig many beautiful and pittutesque views 
’Fhe Vraj/ has its sourc*!* at Newell, in <>[>pington Ptrish, 'eiMi 
flowing almost due north, gives iiani^ to Sh Rlarv Panrv 
Pray, Foofs Cray, North Cray^ and (havford; beyond which, 
winding to Ihe iiorth*easl through Cmyford Mardies, it fails into 
Oartford Creek, 

Tlie Ravenshoumtf rises on Kesfon Downs^ near the ancient Ro- 
nmn camp, and flowing north north-west, between tlie |)arishes ot 
and Bromley, k augmented by sevetal rivalels; and pro 
•ceding past the peasant village of Lewisham, recce es aiioUiei 

Q* ^ o coiisiderabk 
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considerable increase from a stream that rises in the pariivh of 
Beckenham. Beyond this, near Lee, it is joined by the Lee Bounie, 
and floWvS on to Deptford, wliere it becomes navigable for lighters, 
and small craft, and shortly afterwards falls into tJie Thames. 

Oil enterini? into Kent from the Metropolis, tfie first place 
attracts attention is DEFIFORD," a large, jHipuioiH, and busy 
town, though not invested with flie privilege of a miirkct. Its si* 
tnatioii oil the banks of tlie Ravensboiirne, gave origin to if> pic* 
sent name, which was aiicienfly spelt Depefard, troiii the deep 
ford over that riu»r where the biidge now is. It was also minie<i 
Utptford Strond, alias, If t*/ 6Vet ; an a])i|K'llatioii that wii> 
afterwards solely appropriated to wliut is now called the Lowvi 
Town, and is included in tlie Faridi ofDeptftiHl St. Nkholas: the 
Tpper Town is in that of Deptfoiti ^t. Paul, wlndi was constituted 
a distinct parish in 1730. 

Deptford was anciently a small fishing 'lillage, and etmtinued ot 
comparatively but little iiuporfiuice, till the lU/yal Doth was 
hlished here by Ileiir]^ the Eighth, in the beginning of his leigii 
Since tJiat |wiod, it has jirogressively increased ; and its popula- 
tion, as Mr. Lysons has before ohscrveil, bus augmented in the 
proportion of twenty to one within the last two centuries; though 
a consklerable check w^as given to its increase in 166.5, and l6(ih, 
during which years nearly 900 |>ersons died here of the 

Tlie Manor of Deptford was given, by William tlie Coiupu nu, 
to Gilbert de Magnimot, who made it the heu<l of his haronv, and 
erected a Casfk here, every part of which has been long siiwe buri- 
ed in its own ruSns.^ His great grandson, Wakelin de Magnimot, 
dying without issue, in 1 191, this Manor devolved to liis sister and 
coheiress, Alice, wife of Geoflrey de Say, wlio granted it to the 
Kn^hts Templars; but bis scni Geoffrey recovered it, by giving 
the Templars the in Susses, in cxcluuigc. 

His <kscendaiit,^ ^^^y qe Say, in the eighth of Edward the 
Tliird, obtaine (|||l|p Pof free warren for this and other iordshii)s, 
then to his poif^^j^Aand dying in 1359, was succeeded by Wil- 
liam 
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fiam Say, whose daughter, Elizaheth, h€*raine heiress on the 
decease of iier brother, a initior, in l.'J82. She married, first, 
Sir John de Fallesley; atid secondly, Sir William Heron, Knt* 
who, ill the nineteenth of llicliard the Second, with bis wife, by 
the apjiellatioii of Eii/ahetli, l^ady Say, “ ie\ied a fine on tliis 
and all their othei manors and lauds in Kent, to the use of them- 
seh’^s and thetr heirs malt', with remainder totlie right heirs of the 
said Eh/aheth/' On this lad} dying without issue in It 02, Sir 
William Clinton, and others, rej)rese!itati\es oJ* William de Sa\, 
were fimntl to lie her heiis; and tle*y apjxw to lm\e sold this 
Manor to Sii John rinhp, and Alice, les wife. It was alterwaids 
po^sess^d h^ Ednmnd Moi timer, Eail of Manh , and subseijuent- 
h to his death, hv W ilium de la Pole, Duke of Sufiblk, whose 
grandson, John, Earl of LiikoIii, !m<l possession in his fatheEs 
htc time, and wa>. slam ti( the Iwtlle of Stoke,ncar Xewaik, fighting 
on tlie pait of the House of \ oik. His estate^ being thus forfeited, 
tills Manor was granted, h\ Henrv the Seventh. Oliver Sf. John, 
and was possessed by his fannh during three gem rations, but it 
afterwards rt veiled to the (^own, ami was sold, !>\ order of the 
PailiaiiKmt, in 1 650, to dUlerent ^ creditois of the State on the 
Rtsf oration, it was resnnted and is still ve^ed in, tlie Crown. 

The Maiioi-House of l)e[»lfonl, with its sunounding estate, 
which had obtained the name ofSavES Cot Ri, fiom its having 
been so long lu Id b> the Sajs, was granted for a ceitaiii term to 
Sir iliehaid Btowtie, about the latter end of the reign of Elizabeth ; 
and to his graudhoni the site of Saves Court, with about sixty 
acies of land, was confirmed by the Parliament, when the Manor 
of Deptford was sold in 1(>50. In tlie following*} ear, it became 
the residence of John Evehii, Esq. the celebrated author of the 
who had married Mar>, daughter and heiress to Sir 
Etchard Brown* the younger; and to him, in the year 1663, 
Charles the Second granted a new lease of Saves Conit, and its 
appurtenances m Deptford, for the tern of ninety -nme years, at a 
*^<?served annual rent of twenty-two shillings and sixpence. This 
^ntlcman passed miicli of liis time in retirement * at this his fa- 

O g 3 vorite 

^ JVticulats of Sale in the Augmentation Office. 
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\orilc spot, stinlyiog (lie praclirul part of gardenings (lie eullutf 
of trees, and the propagvition of timber. His gardens at (his place 
are said lo iuive been the wonder and admiration of the greatest 
and most jiidkinus men of his time: in the life of Lor< I Keeper 
(iuihhbrd, they are descrilied as ‘ most bosrares#|ne ; being, as it 
were, an e\HnipVar of his book of forest trees/'’ The severe tVost oi 
tin* whiter of ila* \ear l()82, <liti consitlerablt* damage iicre; li*it a 
more complete tiestriirtion was maile by iV/rr ihc Gnuty to whom 
Mr. Evelvu knt Itis house and grounds, whilst lie vvas obtuiniug a 
knowledge srknee and praetkeof ua\a! arehitcclure in liie ad- 
joining Dock-yard, in lOy^b, The pursiutsof the Cz.::* were not coti- 
tjonial to those of the aatiior of the Sviva, and he ungratefully for- 
got the attentions tlrat were due to tlie taste of a inau wlio had re- 
linquished his own abode lor ara)thf‘fs convenienre. In one of the 
later editions of the *Syha, published in l/Ol-, Mr. Evelyn speaks 
w ith great enthusiasm, of an 'Mm|>regnable hedge of holly, 40(» feet 
in length, nine tcet high, and live in diameter/' which, he conti- 
nues, “ I can still shew in my now ruiaiHl garden at Sayes Court, 
(thanks to the Czar of Muscovy,) at any lime of the ;^ear, gliUer- 
ing with its anr.ed and vanikJied kaves; the taller standards, at 
r>i<ieriy distances, liiushing with their natural coral! It mocks the 
rudest assaults of the weather, beasts, or hedge-breakers— i/; Jlum 
nano impunt /aemk.”f Mr. Evelyn dkd in I /Ob. The housi* and 
gardens were afterwards entirely neglected ; and du re is 
now tlie least trace of either: the present WorkhoiLsc: hu:h 

on the site of the former in the year 372y. The estate, hov.c\* r, 
which includes the site of (ho Victualling House, and of Dudnian s 
Dock-yard, is syil vested in die Evelyns, it having been granted, 

h 


Lysons’ Environs, VoL p. 505 . 

t 'IVadirion has represented the Czar as taking pleasure by be n^^- 
wheeled d)i$ hedge in a barrow.; but Mr* Lv&ons concludes, 

from dcsci ipiion of his holly, and frooit'hc e^iuiting man- 

speaks of its ' being proof agamst the rodest hedge- 
break rather chose any other hedge' than’ "this, for his 
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by FiF»t, in tht* l72fi, lo the Tdil of (iololplib, 

au(i olfjm, III tru^i for $ir JohiiEvdyn, ^4*1 wli< '•c 

Sir Fa^kiic Evel\o» B*ut. of ttotimi, 111 Suriey, u thcpusoit 

ouiiet* 

in the reiijistri* o( DepKoid St. ISKlM)lds, a laaicotabk iuo is re- 
ifoidod to lnt\c haj>p< iied at Deptford, m the ;yedr 16 , ami 

teen \em llw* Lower loun was mu»ulaU<l In a <?reat 

fiomi* which rose to the luij^iit ot (tn feet in the ^’ictts neai the 
rntr, so tliat*tlK* lohai^ilants weie obiij»ed to Ktue to lli** I pjxt 
loHo HI iioals 11 m cdioimi^ ii»aidi< were also o^tillov^iii at 
the same tniM tml tlnMit 700 sluefi sMtIi a i»Hat mumM of o\en, 
*ows, *ih.r *hstK>\< 1 U dmshfd n lilts, that Sii lholUls^^sat 
la) ! am! a das at Ihpllotd, with hisaiins mi tin x i Ij*) > 

The ItOYAL iJ<)( k, or hi 1 J, as u 1 (h.*'K teiii c I, 
fiOfti wliuh tlje pKscHt lOiiSt |uttue ol Lhpth id L » pii iCifui ) 
:ubem was e^lablidied hv ih i\ t‘i< iai, th, about he la^iioum'; 
ot his rcii{»», Iml it It is Imii jju itK I at d mipiuxt I mmcc 

fhit t^riod Aii its (oiHum ate uima^td uiuh i the hiuh< diaH* 

’ i jHdioii id the Nav) Bond the it -^dtht oflncis tie a Lhik oi 
the Lhei|Ui% a StortkxjHi , a MiU»h i SliijHMiahr, and 1 1 \ws- 
tauts, a Ckrk ot tlic ^uriis a W ntei Vtculu^, a ''ui^iou, 
iml \anous tid^nor oiHu f«- Foe immiM r ol aitituii' aad i ^ oit 1 
now employed here is a}»oul 1 #C0 ctea ml iis vt , t i * t 
giiioral numbei m upv^aid** ct lOvK). 

The w|w>le extent ol the \ard hm lutles about tints oiu mus 
whiih are CNiupitd b> sanoo buildmiis, two wet iloiks a ih ubk 
and a 6iiiji»le one, thue bh|*s tor men ot war a hi on, two ^ 
ponds; a modi I loll, uust hones, a huge siyaa ^lo ^ th 
about twenty lui^es tor aiulaiM , &heU*i^ Im timim, i 1 \/ 

Hiort-JIome is a qu Khaa^ifai pit, au(fa|>jH«us to haxt (oa I 
origuially only ol the umge cm the iiortn side, wIkh, on wlu.r sxn 
formerly the Iroi^t ot the buJdiiig, n the (hte 1 »l s t«vethei woli 
the mtlialii IL R. hi u cypher, aud theleiUis V. \. lor Inm 
CAiurr, I'bo buddings oatbt ea t, sxst, aud south sides oi the 
^luadraugle, base boon erected ai ihHeieut tunes, aududouhu 
front, towards the i*orth, wa^ added m 17 -t* Auothei sIok 

q g 4 bouse, 
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house, patallel ho tiie above, and of the same length, having sail 
and rigging loAs, completed a few years ago: and there is 
also a long range of smaller store^^hooses, that was built under tlie 
direction of Sir Charles Middleton, about the year 17 SO, The 
other buildings consist of various work^shops, aw’d houses for the 
officers. Opposite to the Yard, affixed to the side of a vessel 
at anchor in the river, is a curious machine for removing and hd?>t* 
insi masts. Among the ships now in coininission, that were built 
in tliis Yard, are the Windsor Castle, and the Neptune, two \ery 
fine second rates, of ninety-eight guns each : the Bombay, of s<- 
venty-four, am! the Queen Charlotte, a first rate, of 
arc now building here; and sevend frigates arc fitting, or undergo- 
ing repair. 

Oil the fourth of April, U81, Queen Eli/ahelh visited the ce- 
lebrated Drake, whom Lloyd quaintly d<*scribeh as * one of tl»e 
first that put a sea-ginlle ulioiit the world, at Deptford; and 
having dined aboard hi^ship, conferred on him the honor of kniglif- 
hood, and gave him the World in a Ship for his arms. IBs vessel 
was afterwards laid up in this Yard, by the Queeifs ordcis, in nn - 
mory of his having first encompassed the globe; and it lemained 
here many years; but was at length broken up; and pari of th«* 
timbers being formed into an Elbow Chair, it wa*, given to the 
University of Oxford, where it in yet preserved. 

At a short distaine from the Kinir’s Yanl, on the north, hut 
close to the river side, is the ^ ictuallincj Office, sometmu*** 
called tiie lied Ilouat, from its standing on the site of a large 
of store-liouscs, constructed vvilli red bricks, which was burnt down 
in July, Ib'Ji), avd all ih stoics consumed. It was aherwaitls re- 
built, and iueluded in tlie grant of vSayes Court, to Sir Jolin Eve- 
lyn, in 1726’; and was then* described as> 870 feet in length, thirij- 
five wide, and containing 100 warelioimes. These premises were 
for some time rented by the East India Conipany ; but being le- 
purchasetl of the Evelyns by the Ciowii, a new Victualling House 
was built on the spot in 1745, to replace the old Viet Mailing Office 

ou 
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011 Tower Hill, the lease of which was then nearly expired. Tlii» 
new building was also consumed by aa accidental fire^ in 
with great (juaiitities of stoa*s and provisions. The immense pile 
which now forms the Victuallmg Dilice, has been erected at dif- 
ferent times siftce that period ; and consists of many ranges of 
building, appropriated to the various establishments necessary in 
tlfb important concern of victualling the na\y. Besides store-liouscs 
of various Linds, and dwelling houses for the principal and inf<‘rior 
officers, it contains a wind-niili for grinding corn, with granaries, 
iuid bake-houses for making biscuit, an extensive coora^rage, and 
brew-house, spacious slaughtering houses, and houses tor curing 
beef, pork, ^c. Tlic whole presents an interesting spectacle; and 
the good order ami skill obsenablc in llie diiitTent departments, 
merit CA'ciy* commendation. 

Besides the King's Yard, there are two large private Docks for 
.slaj[>buiidiug at Deptfoid, called and Harnaurs; 

where men of war <d\scicii1\-ii>ur gnus au' -Kmietimes built; two 
.'ships of this force, (o be named the Uo\al Dak, and the Sultan, 
are now building in the f<»rmer Yard ; and on(\ tiie Marlborough, 
of the same si/c, in Uie latter, DiuhnaiKs Dock-}aid belongs to 
Sir Fiederic ExeKn, aiul i‘' <h scribed in the grant to Sir John Eve- 
lyn, his predecessor, as ‘ liuxing a great depth of water, and as be- 
ing the best private Dock upon the river. ^ 

Deptfoiil contains two Churches; the oldest is dedicatc<l to St, 
Nicholas, from time hnnieuiorial, the patron of sea-faiing men ; 
and the other to St, Faul. SV. Nkhohif^'s Church consists of a nave, 

chancel, 

During Cromw'clPs usurpation, a project was set on foot by Sir 
Nicholas Crnpe, of making a mole at Dfpttord, for tlie iurbuur of ii’OO 
sail or more, to ride in seventeen or tugliteen feet water, without cable 
or anchor. The demesne lands of the Manor, being about 200 acres, 
lying now within the parish ofJSt. raul, w^re puichased f>r that pur- 
pose, at the price of tlOOOl. and a considerable sum of money was ex- 
pended in feting storehouses, and setting up a sluice. After' the Re- 
storation, Ssir Ntcli<^las Crispe, joining with the Duke O’laiond, the 
Earl of and others who were unbacked withjiimir ilm undertak- 
l 
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rhancd, and alslf s, with an embattled tower of flint and stone, of 
n date lonj^ prior to the body of the fabric; which was rebuilt in 
1()97, on urc<»unt of the great increase of inhabitants : from the 
same cause the old Church had been nmch enlarged about tlie 
year tO'GO, chieily at the expense of the East IndiaXontpany, and 
of Sir Wiiiiuin Pnssof Tieasurer of lijc Navy, The monuments, 
and sepuk hra! i}>rriptions, are luunerous, and iimnv of them ffs* 
cord tiie niemorv of jiersons of rch br ity. In I he dmu d, vigamst 
the north waif vMtlun th<‘ rt cos tor li?e altar, is the hjomnnent of 
Captain Edw ako Ef.n ion, oho accompanied Sir >dardH fro- 
bisher in his second and third vo^as^e^, iUid lead hiiuveU the com- 
mand of an expedhinn for tin. diM.o\rry of a itorUi uest fmssiige; 
during which, he <ieiait<-d a Sparndi s<p!adn.Mi, anal >unL the Vice* 
Adinirafs ship: he also again dir^plavcil his wiinr in the engage* 
meiit with the Spanish Armada, wjun he was Captain to the Ad- 
miral ; lie died in l(?n,:P Near this is a tahh i uiscrilred to liENRY 
lloGKll lh:vvi.f:, eldest son to Kkhard, Earl of Cmk« , who died 
at a school in Dvptford, in ihi S; -and a iienT Oiural inotminent 
emeted “ to the memorv of (iKonoK SuELVtSrivlN Ewp hd^ 
Secretary of the (h nerai OjTic»\ and F. H. S. wtio, at a u«y 
early [>€ru>d ot lite, allenrhd hn tatljer in a voyage rotnul the 
world, during the otNihirh, he remarkably experienced the 

protection of Divine Pio\idcnre, ami e\fr retained a most grate- 
ful remembnmee tf»eieof, lie <hed the tweittfi ot March, I7f(h 
and is buried with his lather/' The tomb of tlie latter, Captain 
G t|OKGF Shelvoi ke, is near the eaM end of the dnmreh on 
the outside ; he was descended of an amcient Shropsliire family, 
and bred to die sea service under Aduaial Benbow* In the years 

1719, 

mg> Charles the Second to grtjnt them the tod so pur* 

chased, in h e farm ^ and it was stated iu the petttto, that S r Nicho- 
las bad formed tins project principally with a view of him- 
self wtih the then ruling powers, that he might d>e he.tter witch a fa- 
vorable oppominity of bringing ahoui his Majesty** V^^toratioij/" ' *'Fb« 
petition was not successful and the design w-as relkqjilkhed* 

Enviram^ P^0L IV. p, from ©doumenti in 

land Kevemue Office. 
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I7l9y 5?0, 2J, ami he cuciimnaviojated lluMvorltl ; wliWi, ac- 
cording!^ to the inscription on liis tomb, he most womU rflilly, 
4 UkI to tJje great loss of the Spaniards, completed; tiumgh in the 
midst of it, lie had the misfortune to suffer shij>ur<'c!v upon the 
Island of Juan Fernaiulez. — He <licd in November, 17 in the 
sixty-seventh year of Ids age.^* Against the east wall, to the north 
<4* the altar recess, is the monument of 1 *ei km Pett, Esq, a 
master shipwright in the Kings Yard, whose family were Jong dis- 
tinguished tbf their superior laients in slji|>-bui}diiig; and who was 
himself, according to the iuscript'on, the iirst inventor of that use- 
ful ship of war, a he died in July, , the age of 

sixty. On the opposite wall k a mural monument, with a long in- 
scription, ill memory of Sir RiriiAUD Bmonvnk, Knt, of 
Suyes Court, who was Governor of the Ihiited lSV'thei]and>, 
and was afterwards, ]>y Queen Kli/ubetlj, made Clerk of the 
Green Cloth, in which honourable otGce he coafitiued under King 
James, till the time of Ids death, in May, I604-, aged sixT^live 
yearsf' of Chjustopker Browne, E.>q. Iii» son, who died in 
.March, 1(>45, at the age of seventy ; of Shi IliCiiAKi) Dijownb, 
Knt, and Bart. ** only xou of i'lirijitopher '/' and of their re>}>ec- 
five wives. The latter Sir Richard was a (gentleman of the Privy 
Chandler to Charles the First, ami Ambassador ai the court of 
Fnuice, from the coiiimcaceineni of the i j\il W ar 1 ill the Resto- 
ration; he was afterwards Cierk of the Council in (aiarles the Se- 
cond, ;uid died at tlic age of st‘vcniy-t;ight, in Fi bniarv, ld8‘3, 3, 
Many other monuments and inscriptions are in this Church: among 
them, a slab in the pavement of the north aisle ntiuks tht^ buriai- 
piace of SIr, John Benroxv, eldest son of die gaihmt Admiral 
Benbow, who died at the age of twentyexcu, inNo\t iuJan, i 70 S. 
lids gcnlJcman wmle a large wor^, intituled ‘ A coinplete Ac- 
<^«unt of the South Ihirt of the Island of M adagascar,' on which 
Kland he \va$ shijnvrecked whilst a M at tM)u board the Degnive 

East 


A Narrative of hU A'oyagc round the \Vorkb was ^ ?>v 

nimscir, in in one volume t>vo. end a later edition was pubii.bcd 

by his $01)1 w^ho \yas one of the compilers of ilic Universal iiistoip 
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Ea^t IiHlfamaii, in 1/02, and, according to his biographer, 
liged, after many dismal and dangerous adventures, to live with, 
and after the manner of, the Indians/'* 

The register of this parish, under tlic date of November 8, 
15 / 0 , records the baptism of Phinkas Pett, Afterwards llic 
celebrated ship biul<ler to James the First, and Charles the First, 
froju whose manuscript of las ow'ii life, some interesting extracts 
were published in the twelfth volume t>f the Arclneologia. In 
1037, he built the ^ Sovereign of the Seas/ t lie largest ship that 
had then been seen in Ejigiand, and which was piejced for upwards 
of l6'0 guns. He is siipimsed to have been buried in l(i A7, at 
Chatham, where the following entry apjiearsin the register: ‘ Phiaeas 
Pette, Esq. and Captaiu, buried August 21 , 16 * 47 ', Among the 
instances of Lo;?gcr//y recorded hert:, are Alau<llia Augur, buried 
in December, l6'7^, ag<*d 10(); Katherine Perry, bu vk‘d iuDeceni* 
her, 1 (> 76 , ‘by her own rejiort, 110 years old / Sarah Mayo, buried 
in August, 1705, aged 102; and Elkabcth Wibom, buried in De^ 
cember, 1714?, in her lOist year. 

St* Paurs Church is a handsome stone fabric, erected somewhat 
before the year 1730, under the provisions of certain Acts passed 
in the ninth and tenth years of Queen Anne, for the building of 
fifty new Churches in and near London. It cortsists of a nave, 
chancel, and aisles; with a a ell-proportioned spire at the w'est end: 
the roof is sustained by columns of the Corinthian order ; the })ews 
are of Dutch oak, and the whole interior is neatly fitted up. On 
the north side of the altar, against the east wall, is an elegant mu- 
ral monument, by Nollekins, “ in memory of James Sayek, Esq. 
Vice-Admiral of tbo White, son of Jolin Sayer, and Katherine, his 
wife, one of the daughters and co-heirs of Rear Admiral Robert 
Hughes, and Lydia, his wife,* who all lie buried in the old Church 
of this town, with many of their issue. He first planted the Bri- 
tish standard ki the Island of Tobago. In the war of 1756, he 
led the attacks, both at the taking of Senegal and Gorce; and w as 

commander 

^ Biographia Britannica, Article, Benbow : the Account of Madagascar 
was never published# 
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commander in chief off the French coast at Belle Isle, at the time 
of making the peace of 1763. He died on the twenty-ninth of 
October, 1776, aged fifty*six years/' On the south side of the 
chancel is a sumptuous monument^ displaying a sarcophagus, sur- 
mounted by a large urn of statuary marble, partly covered with a 
mantle, in memory of Matthew Fin< h, Gent, who died in 
March, 1745, agetl seveuly: and on the nortii side is anotlicr 
splendid monument in commeni oration of Mari/ Finch, dau<j;hkT 
of the abov^, and w ife to Richard Ilanweil, of Oxford, (ient, who 
died in 1734. Among the tombs in the Church-yard, is one in 
memory of Margaret liAWTKrt:, a famous widwiie, who died 
in 1734, inscribed with this singular distich: 

She w»^as au indulgent mother, and the heat of wives: 

She brought into this world mure than thiee thousand lives ‘ 

When the Act for the separation of tiie two Parislies of Dept- 
ford was passtM.! in the y<‘ar 1/30, the sum of 0,5001, out of the 
duty on coals, was allotted to purchase lands fm the maintenance 
of the Rector of the new Cluircli ; and it was enacted also, tlust 
the Churchwardens, in whom lour acres of glebe, taken out of the 
old Paiisli, arexested, should pay him 70I. in addition, annually, 
ill lieu of fees for vaults and burials, except when the service is read 
m tlie Cfmrch.'^ The register records the burial of Margin et Ha- 
ley, w ho died in March, 1739, 40, aged 100 and upwards. The 
Rectory House is a handsome edifice. This Parish conlaiiis 
about 1 acres of land ; of wliicli about <)00 are marsh and pas- 
ture, 500 arable, and 500 occupied by market gauleners, wlio are 
famed for tlie growTh of asjiaragus, and onion:^ In Depttord are 
several Meeting Houses for Methodists, Independents, Quakers, 
Anabaptists, &c. 

The Corporation or Society of the Trinity IIolse, 
the meetings of which are now held in u liandsome boilding on 
Tower Hill, was originally established at l)e]>tfor(l in the reign of 
ii«nry the Eighth, and incorporated by the name of ‘ The Master* 

Warden, 


Lysous' Euvkoas, VoL IV. p. 39 0 . 
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Wiircleir, anff Assistants, of the Guild or Fraternity of the inosl 
glorious and inxUvided 'rriuitv, and of 8t, Clement, in the Farisli 
of Dvpfjhrd Strondd Hie ancient Hall in whkh the Meinljers 
coutimu'<l to asstniihie at this place, was pulled down aboul the 
year 17^7, oi? Ilie erection <»f the Trinity House in London; hut 
licre are shit two Ilosnuais heloniiing to hie. Corporation. The 
Old Jlospifai, \^tiicll adi<»iits to St. Nicholas Chuich-yard, was 
founded in the time of Henry the and ortgiiujlly contained 

twenty-one apart ments; but on its being pulled down, and rtvhuilt 
ill 17 SS, the nuinher was increased to (wi rity-five. That ca!Ie<i 
Triuin; HospilaL wlnAi stands in Churih Street, was erected 
to\\'ards t!ie end of the sevenfeeuth century , on a piece of ground 
given for the purpose, iu lh7 hy Sir Uichurd BrovMie, Ifie youngei, 
Fart, of Saves Court, who was an Elder Brother, and Master, of 
the Tiinity House. It consLts of fifty-siv apartments, forming a 
Spacious fjuadreUi; Jt% in (he centre of wfiich is placed a statue of 
Ct)])tain Jiichard Maples, who, in j6\S0, lieqoealhc.d j300l. t<v 
wauls the building. The pensioners in both llospitaU consist of 
decayed pilots, and itiasters of ^hip^, or their widows: the annual 
ailowance to the widows and single iiien, is about the married 
men receive about 2Kb yearly.^- 

The chahtahie Ix^nctachons arc ruunerous, and of considerable 
rahie; in all those given prior to the year 17i.K), both parishes 
have a Joint interest. In imlt Lane is a OJurriuj .SV/.eo/, under tlic 
direction of twelve trustees, sullicienlly emh)v\cd for the cducaiion 
and clothing of fifty hoys, and an equal nniTdicr of girls, who are 
apprenticed out as occasion may rcqniie. The School House was 
ergeted about tiie year 1722, on a piece of ground given for the 
purpose, hy Mr, Kobert ^irans<]eii, whose daughters Mrs. Mary 
Gransueii, iu 1/19, bequeathed 8()b towards the hiiilding ; and 
also gave a farm in E^sev, now let at about 4()1 per atunun, and 
the ground rents of two tenements in St. BairtholomtnvVLaiic, 
London, (since sold to the Directors ot* tfie Bank for 13001) tow ards 
the endowment ot tlie School : the whole cxjifnise of the buihhng 

amounted 

^ Lysonf Envirbm, Vo!, iV. p, 58 (h 
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^nionnte4 to about 7401. tbe^eatest |>aft of wbirb w;;s defrayed bv 
vobmtary coiilribuHous. Besides 1 he children cdiianed iu thisS^Lool, 
bet\u*e:i tweiity and thirty others are tau«;ht elsewhere with tin pro- 
dt»ce of ilitFerruf iHuiefactioniS. The don-nion hoju whieli the poor 
derive the most* considerable interest, was abtMpu'sl (d' COOh made 
by Mr. John Ad<fey, n master lM\jhier in the KiiiL’s Yard, in the 
yi%r for the pureliase of lauds. With tins sum tin* (,'r ivd-^ 

pit Field in peptford was boiiglit, the animal rents of which now 
amount to more than '28<>h 

Several einiuen! persons iutve been inliabltants of T cptford at 
d ftererit periods. The Gun Tavru is s.iul to have been the resi- 
dence of the Earl of NiittiriLdram, Lord Admiral to <Juecn Eliza- 
beth, whose arm«, encircled bv the. "artcr, are caived in woo'l over 
die chrmney-piete ot’ a !;trjre dinijijjooom. Sir 'lljoums Smith, 
who was sent \mbassa»*<vr ’o (h>nrr of Hus-ia by jan.es the 
First, Inni a magniliwnt lionhe at D’plford, wiucii was down 
on the twenbeth of Jamrarv, HU:.v\ t't.w !»/;,. the poet, was also a 
resident fiere for a considerablv' he mhmus to have made 

tills place his. retreat, in order t*> f«uMU’ lu.s fnrtaiiical studies, 
when eoinposiii^ bis in books ot herb*\ thwuus, and trees. 

Various irnpiovtuiieftis h»avf been iiiiuh^ at Deptford since the 
twenty- sc veiilb of tieorge the Second, \s\jn an Ac! was passed for 
paving ami idcaa ang the ^trcet.^. ami ten the mHtei relief and etn- 
pioMiieut of the jmor, i'ho IhiJ'/j' over the llaven>bourne, wiiidi 
Wits formerly of woml, bid re-built e.f stone at the sole e<>st of 
Charles the First, hi 1 ms been rendered more commodious 

of lute yesurs, at the €\|>ense of the parKiuoners. Here, priwious 
to iiie Imttie of BUckhciillb in the reign cn‘ I fern v the Seventh, 
a skrrmbh Wl# 0 fo Lojil Dawbejicy > army, and ^ certayne 
Archers of the whose arrow es, as is reported;' says Hall, 

* were m kogth a full yerde/f 

The itih^l^ta^its of Deptford are rbiedy those employed m the 
Doek-yardii, or engaged m maritime piusuits ot diftereut kinds: 

' ' ' the 

♦ Ly«ott.f'Faiyirop«j, Vul .D"- p* 

. *k','.CitffWiiclc. lemo. Iletn VIL C 4 
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tJie number in both parishes, as returned under the Act of 1800, 
was 17,548; of lliese 8,537 were males, and 9,0U females; the 
iiumbci of houses as 3,139; but tlu^y bare been somewhat in* 
cioa^eii since liiat time. An extensive tnannfarture of wtiim- 
ware, called Deptford ware, is carried on at Ibis place. 

GREENWICH, 

CAtLKD Gramvic by the Saxons, and more rerciitly, 
(wmniLnh, to distinguish it fiom West Greenwich, or Deptford, 
is pleas lutly situated on the banks of the Thames, which is here 
fiom 320 to SCo }ards broad, at low water, and proportionably 
deep. Tlie extensive circuit of (ho riser round the laic of Dog^ 
where the capacious West India Docks lune been lately formed, 
has rendered this part of the channel ^ety commodious for ship- 
ping fioiii the earliest (leriods, and probably (tom tliis causM^, it 
w as cho'.en as the station of the Daiiisli fleet, during tiircc or foui 
years of the inglorious reign of King EUielred. The Danish ann> , 
at the ^iine time, lay eucamped on the eminences above the town, 
bordering on Blackheath, where various vestiges of entrenchnient ♦ 
may yet be traced;* other evidences of the presence of tlie Danes 
in tills neighbourhood, may be found in the names of East Cotnin , 
and West Cmnbe^ .two estates in this {parish, between Greenwich 
and Charlton. 

Wliile the Danes bad their chief station at Greenwich, tliey 
made frequent incursions into the interior of tlie country, commih 
ting the most dreadful ravages, particularly in the year 101 1, when 
thqy laid siege to <'aiiterbury, and having taken and piutidered that 
city, massacred nine-tenths of tlie inhabitants, without dklinctioti 
of age or sex. TIte remaining captives, togetlier with Elidieg, or 
Alphage, the Archbishop of Canterbury, they conveyed to their 
camp, where they kept the Arcbbisiiop prisoner during seven 
mouths, demanding a huge sum for his ransom, wbielt he 

refused 

» Some of ty®how«ver, have, doMew, been tamed hy the 
diflerent bodfet h$ i|hrg6»ts that have here In yiNThW 
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refused to pay, alledging, that ttie |>easaiils of his churc h would be 
ruined by it On aSatarday, the twelfth of April, 1012, they 
purticulariy pressed Ibr a ransom, and threatened to kill iuin, ia 
case of refusal : he still, however, declined the pay meat, 
that his life was*«ot of so much woith, that Ins people should be 
ruined for his sake. After this, they brongiil him 011 horseback 
l>e?hrc their assembly, wliich was held atOiecnwich, on the nine- 
teenth of April, and cried out to him, * Bishop, give :>:okl, or 
fhoii shaft this day berojiie a public spectacle/ They were then 
flustied with wmc, which they had procured from the itb; and 
on l*b again refusing to subiuit their conditions, tiny started 
horn their scats, and attempted to kill him, by striking him with 
liic flat sides of Ibeir axes, and by flinging bones and honis oi 
oxen at him*. At last, one Thrum, or Trend, who had, on the 
ihy before, bee!i coiilirnied by the Archbishop, ran up, moved 
by compassion, and gave him a blow on the liead with his axe% 
wlnth biought hiiu dead to the giound. He was then nearly sixty 
vearn of age; and some oi the Danes were ashamed of the horrid 
(Itetl , probably the more so, us many of them woie already Chiis- 
lians by name. A rpiarrel, theielore, aio'^e among them, when 
Mime were for delivering up his body for honor able interment, and 
others for throwing it into the Thames. They even met in arms; 
and though a miracle is said, towards evening, to have gained 
over (he Heathen party, the most credible aa’Oant is, as Broinp- 
<on, and even Osbenr, relate, ‘‘ that the citizens of London bought 
h»s body with a great sum of moriey/*t He was first buried in St. 

London; but eleven years afterwards, his body was taken 
up by Canute, and conveyfnl with nmcli jwmp to Canterbury, 
where it was re>iii 1 erred wdth great solemnity. The Archbishop 
was afterwards inroUed among the lloimsh saints; and on the spot 
wliere he fell at Greenwich, a church was consecrated to his ho- 
VoL. Vii Auo. 1806. li h nor: 

^ The Jiinging qf hone$ was an andenf custom of the Danes, wher. 
aijui«<5 at tabic* 


t j8uhm*s Hist, of Denmark. Vol HL p, 3io 
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nor; t!ie site m now occupied by tbe Faiisb Cbttrcli» wfaidi stiR 
rerord«< lb« memory of the event in itii dedicntioti to $i, Alpbnge. 

At the time of the Domesday Sumy, the Manor of &s$t Green- 
wicli was m afif>endagc to that of I^nijbam« and wm given with 
it to the Abbey of St. Peter at Ghent, by Elthrmla, iik^ to King 
Afftetb and nas continued to that foundation by Edward the Cotv* 
fcssor, and .other sovereigns. On the stippresskm of tlw Atien 
Priories, Henij the Fifth granted it, with Ijewbham, to the Car- 
thusian Moim»erv at Shenc ; but in the twenty-third of Heniy the 
Eighlti, both Mauois were obtained by that Someigii in exchange 
for the Monastery of Bmdwell, and other lands; and this was af- 
terwards called * (he Honour and Manor of East (jiieenwich ^ 0!» 
the sale of the Cwnsii Lauds* aftei the dec^ipitation of Charles the 
First, this Manor was reserved for the uset>f the State: at (he 
PesionOiou, it reverted to the Crown, in wlneli it has continued 
till the [iieseiit jit runi, with the exception of a short time, when it 
was ill (lie possession of Queen Maiy, consort of James the ScHond, 
It having been made part ol her jointure m the year 1685.1 

Besides this pr!nci}ial Manoi, there was also a subordinate nia- 
nor in Greemvicb, which came into the jiossessioii of the Crown 
at a much earlier period* ITiis appears to liavc hecii the same 
which is described in the Domesday Book, as having been fornu^r- 
ly held as two manors by F^rl Harold and Brixi, but aftenvarcb 
consolidated, and|^al the time of the Survey, held of Odo, Bishop 
of Baieux, by the Bishop <>f Lisieux. It was afterwards seized 
with tlie otlier possessions of Odo, by tlie King, and pn>babh 
continued from that time to l>e vested iu the Crown, m we have 
tmees of a KoVal residence at thb }>latc as early as the reign of 
Edward the First, whejj, in the year 1300, that Prb^madean 
offering of seven sliiUuigs at each of the holy Crosses in theChafiel 
of die Virgin Mary at Or€eiiwich4 Ilenry the Fifth granted this 

Hanoi 

^ CL 23. Hen. VIIL m. 13. f lysom* Enviroiif, Vob I?.p.43« 
t Lysom, from the * Royal Ekpeneei/ puh^dwd by 
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Manor for life, to Tboiims Beaufort, Duke of Exeter, who died 
\im in 1417; soon after wliieh it ua^* i;ran(efl to Humphrey, Duke 
of Gloceiter, inicle to Henry the Sixth, who, in the year U3 5, 
gave t!iO Pttke^ lireii'ipe to /oti>fy and anhutle his Maii<>r- House, 
and to m$lkt a Park of 200 acres. IJiuler this luense, the Duke 
of^Gloceater rebuilt the Palate, and incloscMl the Paik; and hi 
the latter erected a moated tower, on the spot where the Observa- 
tory now stmids* From the pleasantness of the situation, he aUo 
bestow^ed tlie name of Placema, o** tlic Manor of Pleasannee, on 
tliis e late \ an appellation which u retained ibr a U* 2 ; period. 
After his deaths in 1 U7, it rescued to the Crown: and Edward 
the Fourth inailc it a fa\ orile resideur«% and was at a considerable 
cx})ense in enlarging and finishing tlie Palace. The marriage of 
hh son Richard, Duke of Yoik, with Anne Mowbray, daughter 
^*f the Duke of Noi folk, w-as soleiimiised here with great splendor; 
and here, also, Mary, his fifth daughter, expired, 

Henry the Seventh spent ninch of his time at Greemvidi; and 
is said, by Lambard, to have * beautdied the Palace, by the addi- 
tion of a brick front towards the water side.* Ills son, Henry the 
Eighth, who was bom here June the twentj-eighUi, 1491, enlarged 
the buildings considerably; and neglerting EUham, which had 
been an admired residence of his ancestors, bestowed great cost 
in rendering the Palace magnificent; and during his reign, Green- 
wicli liecanic * one of the princijial scenes of that festivity for which 
his court was celebrated/ Leland, who was aii eye-witness of the 
sumptuous festivals given at the Palace, bus thus elegantly describ 
vd its beauties. 


£ccC nr jam niteat locus 
Tiitu{Uatii fidcreae locus cathcdia.*' 
'Quae tkitigia picta * cju.e tenc^trae J 
Him turres, vcl ud astra se eOVreniex f 
^ Qww porro vindana, ac perennes 
{totes! Flora mum occupu 
fbndent dclidas ntmuds hortu 
Kenrntcama^us aeamn'itor ille> 

libs 
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Kipa qui varib modis amena. 

Nomen contalif elegant cr aptum.^ 

Henry’s mnrmire with bis fiist Qtieon, Catherine of Arragon 
wn^ 6o!enmi/ed at Grec*nwieli, on the tliinJ of Jftne, 1*510^ O/i 
Mayday, 1511, and tlie t\so following days were lield Tourm* 
in whidt the King, Sir E^iward Howard, Charles Bra»<^>n, 
and E<hvaid Neville, ehalleiiged all comers. In 15 1C, the King 
kept liKs Christmas here, ‘ with great and |4cnlilid cheer;' and 
again in 15 Id, with great solemnity,* dancing, disguyngs, and 
inuiiinurjs, in a most princel) inaimcr/f At this celebrity was in- 
troduced the first Muiqutrade ever seen in England, winch Httll 
has thus described in iiis Chronicle, with other gailies.J 

“ Tlic RMig this jerc kept the feast of CInbtnnisatCfreneHiihi!' 
wlier was sudi aliundauce of \iaiides, seaeil to all eomci'S of any 
honest bcliavor, as hath been fevu* times seen : and against New 
yeres night, was made, in the Halh a Castle, gates, towi*rs, and 
dungeon, garnished witii artilerie, and w^eu)>on, after the m<Al 
warlike fashion . and on the fismiit of the Castle was wiiltcn, ( r 
Fortre^Bc Ikimrerm: and within the Castle wer six ladies dotiied 
in russet satyn, laide over withlevesof gotde; and cncry’ oude 
knit witli laces of bleuc silke and gold- on Ihcr beatN, i-oyfesaial 

cappes 

^ Innerary* Xuh IX. p* l(k Hasted has thus translated the ab vf 
lines . 

ho! with what lustre shinw this wi«h'd*for place^ 

Which, star-like I might the Heavenly maniioixs gtace. 

What peinted roofs' what windows cliartn the eye! 

What turrets, nvab of the starry akyl 

What constant ipnfwjs! what verdant meada besides^ 

Where Flora’s seif in majesty resides; 

And beauteous, all around her, docs dUpmCf 
W'rth boantrous hand, her flow’ry m0uei}c«« 

Happy the mm whtm lucky wU could 
To suit thu place, so elegant a natne, 

Expressing all its beauties in the samel 

i 

t StoW*s Annalsv p« 821, 4tci* 
i Lvtont* Enviroaa- Vol. IV* p* 43 b 
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all of gold<^. After this Ca&llc liyd been cairied about the 
lial, and iho Qmcw Imd beheld if, in cyme the \uJli iive 
other appareled iacoates, the one halfe ot rus*»et satjii, spangUd 
with spanglea of tUH* gold, Iheollun lialfe lididotlu* of t;oId; on 
titer lie4d<3 eafpes of iu>.sd ''atvn, embioudered \Mtli vioikesot 
fiite gold bliHioil, TIicm* si\ HKsauhed the C<isile tiu* ia<ties, m»v 
so Inslic and (ort^rmus, \^cr content to «>ola(e withlliem ; 
and uj>on farther c<»«ii«uiiiciu‘ioii, to >cki the (\utle, and m> thei 
ianie down, and <i a long vpaeo. And al’lei the ladies let 

the knights into the Caslie, and tbca tiie Cattle sodaird* vanished 
out of tlwir sightes*. 

On the dak* of the Kjaphanie, at night, (ho King, with XI 
other* wer dHgini»ed aftei flu* iiuiner of Itahe, caUed a Mus^Kr, a 
thing not seen afote m Engluude. tliei wer appartlul ni gaimcnles 
long and brode, wrought all with gold, wiili risers and cappej, of 
gold^ and after the banket <ioeu, tlu >e markers tanu* in wnh si\ 
gontlenuni disgtUM^d in salke, heating stalft lorci.e^, and dci^ncd 
the ladies to dauiice: some \Kie <uiitent ; and some, that knew 
the tkshton of it, rcfWdi bectiuse it was not a llmig couiinonly 
And after thei dannetd and cominomHl together, as the 
fashion of the itiaske is, thei took their iea\e and departed; and 
«>o titd the Queue, and oil the ladies.” 

On the eighth of IVbniaij, iOlo, tUa Princ*t»^s Mary, after- 
wards Qaeen» was born at (ireeiiwitli Palace: and on the thir- 
teenth of ^fuJ, in the same year, the marriage of Charles Bran- 
Duke of Suftolky svitii Murj, Denry’s sister, and Queen 
Dowager of France, was publk ly Mdemm a d lure. In 1517, a 
splendid Tournametd was held at (»^em\ich. nrljCl, (he King 
l^epl his Clirjstmas Iserc^ ‘ with gieat mdiloness and open coiiit;* 
^ he also did in and again in fo^r? " with re\els, masks 

^nd hanquetil, royal;** in the latter year, he also receive<l at this 
the Jfreneb embassy, w hk h consisted of eight peisons ot the 
Idgitest ^uatily and meiit in France, attended by a retinue ot 600 
4^3 f OU the seventh of September, tlie Princess EU/h* 
H h J3 


* Hairs CW^nicle, fok 
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Udh \m bom at Greenwich; aiHl oit May 4ay, I5$6, Anue 
Boteyn, her unfortunate tnother, was amsted Itelt by tbe Kingfs 
order, at the coiiclni^ioti of a soiemn Jm, wlterein she k said to 
have bUruyetl an adultcrou?* passion by some timdvcrlent levity ; 
thous^h, of ail the infamous charges bt ought against her^ and for 
which she suffered death soon afterw'ards, there is full reason to 
believe her iunMccnt ♦ in 133/, Henry again sj>et|t his Christmas 
here; as be likewise did in 1343, when lie eatcrtahied tweiit\H>ue 
of the Scottish nobility, witoin he hud made prisoners at tbe battle 
of Sohvaj Moss, and afterwards gave them tiieir liberty williout 
ransom. 

Edward the Sixth, whom Hasted, and some other writers, ha\e 
erroneoudy staled to have been bom at (ireeinvioli,t Kept his Christ- 
inas here in J352, 3; and here that estimable Prince expired, on 
the sixtii ot July ibilouing. Queen Elhsabeth was particularly 
fond of this Palace, and made it her summer residence : she also 
visited it at other seasons of tbe year, passing tlie festive hours of 
that romantic period, in varbusgay diversions, attended with Ttlis 
and lournamenis, in which the galhint knights of her court ex- 
erted their utmost skill. On tbe second of July, 133<^, Elizahctii 
was enteitained by the City of Loudon with a muster of 1400 men 
in Greenwich Park; the gunners ore shirts of mail; tbe others 
xsere arrayed in coats of velvet and ebaius of gold, armed wilh 

monis 

^ Henry’s jealousy, says Pennant, ** was prepared to catch hre at 
every trifie. Head in honest btow, and reflect on the vain pageantry 
of this poer sport, of fortune , (Anne ILleyn ♦,) on her marriage, her 
splendid coronation, the magniheent baptism of her daughter, Eli^bcth, 
her sudden tommkment to «ihe 'l ower, hpr speedy arraignment, and 
speedy execution ; how she Ion her head on the nineteenth of May ; 
how Henry took to bis nuptial bed Jmic Sepnour, on the J?0ih of the 
same month; and on ibe Assencion-daye folowyng, the Kynge 

ware whyte for ^^ttrnynge/ Henry could stab in* the madH of ki$ 
fondest caresses**^ JiMn^ey io the jl^ itf Height 

f {lis birth-plar e was Hampton Court* where Queen Jant StsyntW 
died twelve days after her delivery* 
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tiiorris pik0 aod tia)berd«, and bearing flags. lu Ibe aflemoon a 
mock B$ht was aalubitod ; the Queen viewed it trom ihe gallery 
over tlic Park with a 8|>teiidkl .train of ladies, and accoinpa* 
nied 1^ the foreign einbassudors: three onsets uere given in eve* 
ry tfie guns discharged on one aiiollier, the tnoiris pikes 

enootitil»»tisd logetlicr with great alarm; each ran to their weapons 
again, and then they tell together as fast as they could, in imita*^ 
tion of close fight/' These feats of arms greiitly pleased the Queen, 
who ** sliowed herself very merry and on her thanking the chi- 
a»iis for the diversioa, ininiedtattty was given tlie greatest shout 
that ever was lieaid, with hurling up of caps/** On the tenth 
of the same month, there was tilting before the Queen; * a goodly 
bunquettingdiouse being set up in the Park, made with fir*j>oles, 
awl decked with birch branches, and all manner of flowers, both 
of the fieW and garden, as rojscs, july-flowcis, inaivgolds, and 
all manner of strewing heibs and ruslies/ Tlie challengers %\ere 
the Earl of Orinotid, Sir Jolui Pcirot, ami Mr. North; tliere 
* were three defendants of equal valour, with lances and swords. 
At five hi the afternoon, the (iuecn, with the ambassadors, and 
many lords aiui ladies, came and stood over the Paik gate to 
see the eitetct$<;; nnd after, tfie combatanfs ran, chasing one ano- 
ther, Tiieit slic csitlie down into the Paik, and took lier horse, and 
rode up to tlie baiKjuetting-hotise, and to tlie three umbassadoa; 
anti aiW that, to sup|ier.” The evening concliidcd wnh a mask, 
a great banquet, ami great casting ot' flic, and sliootiUg of gnus, 
till twelve at u%ht.^ The same year a Council sat at Greenwich, 
in which il was delermiaed to be couliary to law, for any Mmdo 
from the Pope to enter this reaim.f 
In Qtteeu Elisabeth’s Progresses (jmblished by Mr. Nkliols) 
mentiOii k ftequeutly imide of the Qilhen s reskhmceal Greenwich, 
where she kept a regular court, and ga%e audieuce to ambassadors. 
In June, ISS5, slie received liere tlie Dejmtu s from the United 
Plt^vjhices, who tben oflered her the sovcicigaty ot tlie Imw Coun- 

II h 4 tries, 


^ Strype’s Ann. of the Ifef rni. VoL L p. UM. 
t Lysons’ JEnvirotts^ 'Vok JV* p. 4/?, 4. 
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tries, whicit, from motives of state politry, die afterwards dedkwd 
to accept. Ill Way, ! .586, siie recehed the Danish Ambassador at 
Greemuch; ami, in July, 1597, the Ambassador from the Kioir 
of Polaud. Hciitziier, a Oeriium traveller, wtm visited Engjainl 
in 1598, and part of whi>se Itinerary was tramteted by Horace 
Walpole, and printed at Strawberry Hill, has ^i^iven a rnrious and 
interesting descuption of Elizabeth's court at (Jrcenwicb. Ilhe 
Presence Ciiainher, he observes, “■was hung with rich tajwstry, 
and the floor, utter the English fashion, stiewed with hay/* When 
the Queen came out of her apartment to go to prsners, she was 
attended in the following manner. First ss eat gentlemen, barons* 
earls, knights of the garter, all richly dressed, an<l bareheaded, 
next came the Chancellor, liearmg the seals in a icd silk pui.se ht- 
tween two, one of which carried tlie Ro)al sceptic, the other the 
sword of state, in a red stabbard, studded with golden fleutadc 
lis, the point upwards: next came the Queen, in the sixty-fiftli 
year of her age, as we v^ere told, veiy inajcsUc; her face oblone, 
fair, but wiinkled; her eyes small, yet black, and pleasant; her 
nose a little hooked ; her lip^t narrow, and her teeth black, (a (h - 
feet the Cnghsli seem subject to from their loo great use of sugar ) 
she had in her cars two jiearls, with veiy mb drops; she wore frbe 
hair, and that red: upon her head she had a small cmmi, leported 
to be made of some of the gold of the celebrated Lunebonrgh table. 
Her bosom was uncovered, as all the Englisli ladies have it till (bey 
many, and slie had on a nci klacc of exceeding fine jewels; her 
hands were small, her fingeis long, and her stature ueiihi r tud 
nor low’; her air was stalely, her manner of s|yeukmg mild, and 
obliging. That djiyslte wasdiessed in white silk, bordered wUh 
pi'arls of the size of beans, and over it a mantle of black silk, shot 
with silver threads; trSin was tery long, the end of it borne 
by a marchioness: instead of a chain, she had an olilong collar of 
gold and jewels* As ihe went along in all this Mate and Wiagoifi- 
cenCe, she sqpoke very graciously, iirst lo one, Ibeti to uootlier, 
whether foreign ii||||perB, or those who attended for dkferehl fca- 
sons, in Euglis {^Hnch, and ItaUan; for, besito 
skilled in ami the languagi s 1 have ntcotibodd/ 
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ts mistress of Spawli, Scotcli, and Dutch: whoever speuks to her, 
it h, kneeling; now and then slie raises some uitfi her hand* where- 
ver die turned her face as she was going along, everv tiodj’ fell 
do\^a m tlieir knees, llie ladies of the couxt ibllowed next to 
her, very hancKoinc, and well-sliaped, and (or the most part 
dressed to white. She was guarded on each side by the GejiUe- 
in(«i Pensioners, fifty in number, with gilt battle-axes, in the 
Ante-Chapel next the Hall, wliere wc were, jKililioos were pre- 
sented to her, and j»fie received them most graciously, u hich oc- 
casioned the acciamatioii of * Ixjrg ii\c Qneen Elirahetli:’ she 
answered it with, * J lhanh >ou, nn goo<l j)eople.*' Eiii^abetk was 
iigaiu here to iCCHi, as ap|»ears from a passage in the ii^diiey Pa- 
pers, and used to * waike inmhe in (he Paike, and great walkes 
out of the Parke, and about the Paikc/ 

James the First was often rtMdeiit at (Irctimuh; and the Prin- 
mi*i Mary, and othei's of his children, were born here. Ills Queen, 
'\nne of Dctimaik, added to the buildtoi:-, and kud the founda- 
tion of tlie * Ilout^e of Driigid/ in the Park, now the Rangers 
Codge, Thb was tfimslicd by Henrietta Maria. <iueen of Charles 
llie First, who employed Inigo Jones as die iiicliitect; and Homre 
Widjwle characteHEes has * one ot'the most beautifulof i.is umis/ 
1'he ceilingijt w*erie painted by iloiatio (ItiUiUM-hi; ami the whole 
liouse was competed m Hunptmmdy, tint, PhiUpott says, ” it sur- 
passed siii others of the kind in Ijiglaml.’'*' Charles the Fir^t was 
tm|ueiit!y nt Oreenwidt todoie the breaking out of the Civil War; 
hoi at length <|uiticd it, lor the last time, in Kill, when he set 
mi with the fatal resoluliou of taking his jcuintey iiorthwankt 
On the |>a^sitig of the oidinance foi the val^ {>f Crown l.^nds, 
the Palaco then mlM (invnwicli Ilouscx with the Paik, Ac. 
were i:eservi4 fm tho Sune. Iwo yeftis atterwards it was resolved 
fimt Cireettwidi Hotiise Uiould be kept for tlie I/»rd Protector; but 
to the ftdtoirtsliig year, the iM cessifies of the State requiring 

money lot tlie »up[>ort of tlie na^y, the House of Commons voted, 
IhiltOt^UWkh House, with Ihe Park and lands, should he sold for 

ready 
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tezdy money; and some of the «nalier oflBbes, and other premises, 
VI ere accordingly disposed of; but the Palate and Paifc rc* 
mainirg imsold in 16*54, were oiicc more reserved to the use of 
the l-t>rd Piiotector, and his successors. On the Restomt^n they 
again devolved to the Crowu; and the King tindiiig the whole 
buildmg* in a decajed and ruinous stale, orderetl it to be pulled 
doun, and coninienced a uew and luagnifiieul Palace of fVee«-$!one 
on the same 

The arrJntecl chosen for the new editice, was WehSii sonhinJaw 
to Inigo Jones; from whose papers the designs are said to ime 
been iimde. Cue wing, however, was all that was completed, at 
an ex|>erise ot 36,(K)OL and herein the King occasionally resided , 
but no further progress was made in the building, eitlier by him- 
self, or lijs successor, James. In the early part of llws reign of 
William the Third, a project was formed for providing an Asylum 
for aged and disabled seamen, the noble idea of whkb is attributed 
to his Royal consort, Mary; and their Majesties having moived 
that this design should be forthwith executed, various situatiom 
were proposed for the site ot the mteuded tbuudation. Sir Ciuris- 
topher Wren recoiiuueuded, that the unfimsbed Palace at Green- 
wich should be enlarged witli additional buildings, and converted 
to this use.f This advice was adopted; and, iu the year l6y4, 
the King and Queen, by their Letters Patent, granted the Palace, 
with other buddings, and certain parcels of land ad[jottiing, to the 
Lord Keepr Somers, the Dube of Leeds, the £ari of Pembro^r 
and Montgomery, the Duke of Shrew diury, Sydney, Lord Go- 
dolphin^ and at tiers, in trust, ** to erect and found m Hospital 
for the reliefe and support ot Seamen serving on board the Ship|>s 
or Vessells belonging to the Navy Boyati of Us, pur {lesrsy or Sue- 
cessoTs, or imploy'd in our ctr tiieir Set vice at Sea, v^bo by reason 
of Age, Wounds, or Disabilities, shall be tmeapabk of fuitber $eiv 

vice 

^ From the large Palace, &c* that bal been published 

by the isic^ieiy of Aad|»ie», it appeal*! to have been eiubatlkd, and 
oritamcatid with vaiwBmwers and turrets, square, rontsdi aad 

Envurns, Vel» IV. p. 
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^ire atSe«< mi be unuUe to maintaui tbenisc^lvcs; Ami for the 
Susteutatioo of the Widows, and the Maintenance and Education 
of the Children of Seamen hHp(>emu^ to he slaine or dibahkd in 
such Sea Service; Aiid also tor tiie further Reliefe and luicourage- 
ineut of Seamen, and luiprovemciit of Navi]s;aliou " 

Such was tijc origin of (jREEXWICH HOSiTFAL, an institu- 
ti<^i that does honor to the country, and confers an immortality 
of renown on its Royal founders. In the followiiij; >ear, 1695 , 
(jut^n Mary^heiijg then dead, tlie King appointed Conmuj»»ioners 
for the purpose of considering, with the assUance of the Sur* 
vevor General, and otfier artists, whut jwil of King Charles's Pa- 
lace, and the other Buildings granted for the purpose, would be 
fit for the intended iiospitul, and how they might be best prepared 
for that use ; of procuring models for such new buildings as might 
he required; of fueparing, with the assisUnre of the Attorney and 
S<»lk'ttor General, a charter of foniidution, with statutes and or- 
dinances for the use of the Hospital, and for other pur|K)ses."^ 
The reasons given for the new establishment, were rims stated in 
the Comniission ; and, to liu*' honor of British seamen, the charac- 
ter then given of their bravery and skiffulness is still unsullied. 

Whereas the sea-faring men of this kingilomc have, for a long 
time, distingiiisht tfiemsehes throughout tiie world, by their in- 
dustry mi skiifulhiesse in their proj^er *Hiiploymente9, and by their 
courage and constancy manifested in engagements and lia/iards for 
tlie defence and lioaour of* tlieir native country, ~And as nothing 
h more likely to coiitimie their ancient reputacion, and to invite 
greater numtM^rs of our suhjcctes to Iw^take themselves to the sea, 
than the making some competent prov ision tli^it soaaiew, who by 
age, woiiiides, or other accHlenies. shall become disabled for Fur- 
ther service at seii, and sJiall not be^iu a coiidicion to maintaine 

themselves 

Ey#ons» Envirotm, VoL IV. p. 43ih 'ihe Commissioners, who were 
upwards of 1^00, consisted orGcoigc, ihrcuudry Prince of Denmark, 
all the principal O^cor# of State, the Atohbwhops and Bishops, the 
-Judgei, tjia JLx>rd Mayor and AidcrBteii, die Master, \\ arden, .Assis- 
mtK and BrctlirCa of ihc ‘iVinity House, and several o! the no» 



480 


KENT. 


themselves comfortablv, may not fall umler hardshtiis aiul 
ri€j»> but nia) be suppoited at the publnk Wiaige, — Aud th*jf Ihe 
childieiiot such diH<il>kd stamen, atid aho the widows and chib 
chen ol auU ‘seaniuia'^ dial! happtni to be shtam sea.senue, 
Tnajy in sonic iei‘»oiiabie maunoi be protjdtd for and ediirated, — 
\Ve have dttc mimed with oaiseUf^^ lo eictt and fsUbhsli a Ilo^jat d 
for ihe purpu ^ ^ afoiesaid # 

By the same ( onmussion, the kmj*, allc r confe'^siii;^ Ins tlieii iii 
ainlits to advance '»tich consideiabie sums tcmaids bej^tnnuig ami 
cair>infj on tin woik, he jmipoHCii to do ni fnms of peace, 
f^raiUed the sum of 20001 amuially for the fiulluiance of this no- 
ble diNis;n, He aht> empowcud the Coinnns^ioiieis <o tolktl all 
such solmilais * i.ifli*s and supsci.iUionV as lus ‘ s;oo I snb|eUes' 
«^ioald Im pious!) disposc*d to coutnbute towards the emlmg and 
endounit' of tlie s<ud Ilos^pitall The Conuinssioueii> In Id Uuir 
hrst niectm;^ at (lUildhall, on the seventeenth of Way, 169 ^ vvhui 
a CcnmuiUce was ajipointcd to view flie premises grantesj bn tin 
im of tlie Hospital, aud they fe|>ortid, that the unfinished Palace 
of Kill" Charles might, by the addition of a building 011 tlie wed 
bide, be rendered capable of leceisiiig, coiueiiieiill), Iwtweeii 3 and 
40(1 stamen. Ou the tliirty-fiisl of the same montli, at anolhn 
meeting in Guildhall, the pieamble of a siibsciiptioii loU was 
drawn up, and the Coraiiiissioners themselves muaedmlely conti^ 
bated nearly 8 OOOI. but their liberality wai> not pioiKirUonably se- 
conded by the public of that day. 

Tlie next act of tlie Couinnssionei<» was to form a Committee ol 
sixty persons, to whom the immediate conduct of the ioundaluni 
was intrusted, and^Mr. John Scarborough was then appointed 
Cleit of the Woiis, and Sir Christopher Wren, Ardiitect the lat- 
ter, to his great honor, uiideit^ok to superiiiteiHrthe woik, and to 
contribute his time and skiiy^liout any emolument of reward whab 
ever. Ibe foundations newbuildtng, called the Bas^s Build- 
iig, were laid on of June, lOyS, ami the sojiei structure 

was completed in afterwards. From tln^r period, the 

Hospital has bee ii^^ ^ny enlarged and improved, till it has ar- 
rived at Us of ^deiidor and u«agmdcenee. 

Ill 
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la tlic same year that the new buildings were begun, the Parlia- 
ment, on the rccoinmeiulation of the King, passed an Act, enact- 
ing, that sixpence jKir month should be jjaid out of (lie wages of 
ererj’ mariner in the King s service, for the use of the Hosjwtal ; 
and by another "Act, passed in J7i2, alt seamen in the merclianls 
service sverc subjected to the payment In 16'99, the funds were 
fufther augmented tiy a grant from the King, of 1 9,5001. whkli 
had l>ecfi levied on certain merchauts for smuggling; and in the 
same year, 600j. was obtained by a lottery called the ^ Charitable 
Adventure/ which ha<t l>een escej>tcd out of a Bill for the Sup- 
pression of Lotteries, on a fKitidr :i of the Trustees, who affirmed, 
that they had demonstrated to the Arclibisliop of Canterbury, and 
others, that the Lottery would produce 10,OOOL per annum for the 
benefit of the Hospital.^ In 1700, ifenrv, Karl of Romney, made 
over his grant of the tolls of Greenwich market to the use of the 
new found^ttion. In 1705, the endowments ivere increased by tlic 
gift from Queen Aone, of (he effects of Kid, tiie pirate, winVh 
amounted to (i472l. Is. In 1707* the moiety of an estate, vahied 
at 40,0(X)I., was bequeathed to the Hospital by Robert Osbuldesi- 
toil, Esq. together wiUi the profits of las iinexpired grant of the 
North and South Foreland Light-houses, and vvliich graOt has been 
since renewed for ninety-nine yaws. In the following year, by an 
Act of Queen Anne, all forfeited and unclaimed shares of prize 
and bounty money were given to the Hospital; and this grant has 
been confirmed by several subsequent Acts. In 1710, fiOOOl. per 
annum was granted tovJards the building of the Chapel, &c. out 
of the ue^ duty on coals and culm; this was continued for a 
longer term, by George the First; and in 172$, on a recomineii- 
dation from the same Sovereigii, the House of Commons voted 
the sum of 10,0001 in aid of the fuifds of the Hospital; and a si- 
ttiiiar sum was grunted atinuaHy, for the same puipose, during 
many years afterwards. In die eighth year of George the Second; 
^»no 1/35, the Commons, on a message from the King, requiring 
to make sojtiie provision for perfecting a woii: of ao much 

honor 
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htmtix to t)m king<1otTt> and which had b«for« teccivcd frcqntnl 
marks of the ret^ard of that House/' resolved, that the rents arid 
profits of the forfeited estulCn of the late Chatics Hadriiffe, Ear! 
of DmvenI water, wlto had Imhmi attainted for hi^* share hi tlie lie* 
hellion in 17 15, should l>e applied towards the roinpletioii of the 
Hospital, and aftcnvardi», to the niaintenance of the Pensioners, 
Soon afterwards, aw Ai t was passe<l to effect these ptiiposes, and 
for applying, in like manner, the proceeds tVoni the ,saine estale*^* 
which then remained in the Exchequer, and aniomileil to the sum 
of 71B21. 13s. after paying the interest and the arrears of cer- 
tain enciiinbrances then due; together with *2()00l. to Lord Vis- 
count Gage, who had diseovereil and disclosed to the Parliament, 
that a clandestine and most uiiquitous sale Imd (wen matle of j^rt 
of the estates to the annual value of 50131. and for which only 
lOdoL had been jTsiid: through this disclosure, the hinds had been 
recovered ; and two of the Coniniissioners for the sale were ex- 
jH'lled the House, and a third reprimanded by the Speaker.* 

Other tieuefactiom have lieen made for the uhc of the Hospital, 
by tKflTereiit persons, at various periiniH, both of money aini estates, 
and during the present year, a cmishlerable addition has been 
made to its revenue, by the Art which grants an increase of pav to 
tlie officers and men of the Royal Navy. 'Hie allowance to the 
out*de^>r Pensioners was albo increased, and some other amingC'* 
ments made for the better relief of ageil and infirm Seamen. 
The " Chest at Chathatii/ too, in the uumageinent of which rariou** 

abuses 

^ See Debate* of Parliameiu, Vul. VI f. p. 153— 20B, and 237— 24 a 
When the grant was made to the Hospital, ilm annusl reniai of tlw 
estate* wa* about 0OOOL encumbered with a mortgage of nearly 2 t», 000 L 
and an aaauny of lOOk The«e^ncumbrancc« \'cte discharged by the 
Commimoners, in the and in the «ime year* ruenty- 

aecond of George 30*0001. was granted, by Act of Pat- 

hament* fromtliO the estates, to the heir, and other children* 

of the Earl of De^^Mr^ter. By another Act* passed in the year 
nSt* on the nt:tit|||j BS ie Earl of Newburgh* a rent-charge of 25001. 
per annum wa^ jifliiKo be paid lu* Lordsbipi and ht» Iwlr* male* 
by the Treait Ho#idtal* 
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abuses were discovered by the late Coiumissicmers of Naval InquU 
ry, has, oft llieir recoiiunendalion, been removed to Greenwich. 

The Denvcfitwater estate* produce very considerable sums an- 
ima!!y to the Ho${>ital ; for being priDci|>alIy situated in Cumber- 
land and DurliAm, they itielude many valuable lead and oilier 
mines, 'fhese mines, in the years 1766, 7, and 8, profluced 
61^630 bynges of ore, w liich, at the valuation of each bynge in 
those years, at two pounds, fifteen shillings, amounted to the vast 
sum of 170,0301.* The other revenues of the Hospital arise from 
such of tlie granisabove-meiitioned, as were of ^ |>erman^^ n nature ; 
from fines for fishing witli uniavfid nets, and for other oflieiires 
committed on the Thana^s; from the halt-pay of those of its offi- 
cers who have regular salaries; and from other sources of minor 
cousidenUion. 

The government of this Hospital was briginally vested in tfic 
Comniisskmers ajtpoiiited by the Crown. “ In J703, Queen Anite 
issued a Commission, dated July the twenty-first, which directed 
that seven Commissioners should form a General Court, in which 
the Lord High Admiral, the Lord Tirasurcr, or any two Privy 
Counsellors, should be a Quorum; General Courts were to be bold 
" quarterly; the Goventor and Treasurer of tlie Hospital to be ap- 
pointed by the Crown; all the other Oftkers by the Lord High 
Achniral, having been recommended to him by tlie General Court: 
the same Commi^bti appoints twenty-five Directors as a stmidin^g 
Committee, to meet every fortnight; it vests the internal leguki- 
tion of the Hospital in the Governor, and such a Council of the 
Officers as liie Lord High Admiral shall appoint. Such has l^cen 
the constitution of titc Hospital to the present day; w^arraats ha\e 
been issued, front time to time, !>y the Admiralty, tbrmiag nc^y 
Councils, as the increase of officers, ^or other drcunistances, ren- 
dered it necessary. New Commissions, of the same nature as 
that of Queen Anne, were issued by George the First and George 
the Second, on their accession to the throne; but it was not till 
the year I77^f, ihm. the Commissioners became a body corimrate 

by 
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b\ a cinrtrr of Ills Majo-ity. Tl«> charter grants powers 

to tiiiish the biuldia^, to pmvwle fot seamen, eitinr viithin or out 
of <he Hospital, to mak* bje laws, It is also pnnided bji 
the rhaitu, that all the ofiin is ot thi Hospital shall be s<a-f ut«|; 
men the otliee of tlie Diititoi > is ditined to bo, loinsjurttlu 
farrsmiij oa of the buihbn!'^, (<> state the aiumiits iiud to make 
ioutracts, aial to pi irt tin boss out as appieulais The 
regulation of tlu Hospital to be in tlu (loveinor ami Council at 
l>cfoie-mentio u 1. 'this dniler wasfolhnud h\ nf \ft of Par 
hanieai, winch \tsle»l in tlu ( omnii onus th is jn(oijK>ial< cl, all 
the estates lit Id lu tiusi for the boaefi! o* tin IIos pitai * 

The Coinmis’jiouers and Ciottinoi oi tuunukh Hosjfwtal ap 
pointed under thethirtci, an, tin Vuhbishojis tin fatrd Chan 
celloi, the Lords of tin Pins (ouiKil, all tin i^oat Orfictis oi 
State, the twelve Jtnlsies, the Tlai: Oiifier> and ( oiuriiJissioi tis of 
the \avv, the M ster, Ui I five suuo* Lhhr nulhitn of tlu Tn 
luty-Housc*, the Mavoi;»uul thru ^uinu \ldeniHn of Lmdou, th* 
Governor, the Depatv-(u>\< ruoi, tin I>iU'!ois, and o'hei offiitrs 
of the Hospital ; all for tin 1; m bung — The pjnaipal Ofbu is 
aie, a Governor, a lat u tenant Gi'vciaoi, ioat f’aptams, eight 
Lientenanls, aTriaMiiu, Suuarv, Auditor, Sunijor, Ckik < t 
the \^orks, Clerk of the Cliupn, two C hap! tins, a Ph\Mfia», Sui 
geon, Steward, and various assis' ant ami uduior ^rvaubi. IIh 
pieseut Governor is tin biave ninl veiKi<dile Loid \ isvount Hood 
his salary is lOOul that of tin Lnulc Mnt-(^ovetnor is tie 
Captain^ have eaeh pti aimun , the Lnufoiants, I i5l. lath 
the Trea&mer, and Survv}oi, COOi each, the Seri etarv, Cleik <d 
the Cheque, and Steward, IbOl each, the Auditor, tool, the Ph} 
sidan, 18‘2b lOs. the Chajilans, IJOl. each, and the Cleik of the 
Woiks, 9 H* The otlnt^'s are allow etl a certain ipiautit) of 
coals and candles, in addition to then salaries, and fouileeii-jnme 
per day, m iieu 

CfitEENWic]^|||wt TATi IS a magnificeul and extemive struts 
ture, priiicipaiHinHI with Pentiand stone, and cotisiating, m tts 

present 


Ly sons' Environ*?, Vob IV# p. 
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present stiitc, of four distinct qtiadran<^ulur piles of building, dis- 
tiugnislied by tlie nataes of the respective iVf onarclis in whose reigns 
thev wore founded, or built* The grand front opens on a terrace, 
skirting the sonlhera hank of the Timnies, and evtending tu the 
ienjidi of S(kj feet, in tiie centre of which, is a descent to tiu? 
nv*n% by a double flight of steps. The gmmid plot of die whole 
ediitee forms nearly a square, of which, King Clmrlos's Bulhiing 
occupies the j^(»rlh-west angle; Queen Anne’s, the norfli-eust ; King 
Williuufs, the south-west; and Quein Miry’s, the south-oast. The 
i dervul betwoon the two former buildings, forms a square, 270 
feci wide, in the middle of whtrli, b a statue of George tlie .'! 5 e- 
rond, sculptured !>y Ilyslmicb, out of a single l>lock of white iuhi* 
hlt\ that weighed eleven Ions, and was taken from the Freticlq by 
tniiral Sir George Rookc: this statue was given to the Hospilai 
h Sir John Jennings, who was Governor from 1720 to 1/ 14 ; the 
insrriptious ou the pedestal were drawn up !)y Mr. Stanvan, author 
of' f!ie Giectau History/ The space between the two latter bnild- 
\'0L. VIL Aug* ISOC. I i ings, 

^ These Inscriptions are as follow : on the east side — 

//k rtqukfi senecttjt 
Hie nipdas mavis ct viurum 
Militia q» 

On the west , side ; 

Fc^sos Into placidissima portu 
Jeeipit, 

On the north aide : . . 

Nic amc^ diet pater atq. princeps^ 

And underneath the Royal standard ; 

^' Impcrium Pekigi* 

On the south side : 

Prindpi potenimimo Georgio Britnnnianim Regi, ciyus 
aiispiciis et patrocinio augiasiissifnufn hoc hospitium ad suhi€vando$ 
in ckue enuritonm khora-^ irgiis ipsius ante cessori- 
^^'^fundatmt anctias indies et ipkndidius enngit* 

JcH Ait Jennings, Eques^ ^usdem ImpHii preejutns Tconm 
anc j^0 (kbfid sud ergu priftcipefn reverent id id patriuni cimtd'ats 
'^.'rjapmini MPCaXXXT. 
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lags, wWch include Ihe Hull «md Chsqpel, with their elegant tkiincs, 
and tlie two cohmnudes, a Icwr square, apparentlj* ternu- 

Dated hy il>e Rar^gers Lodge lii die Park, above %\hicli, on n com- 
Diaiidrug emirieiK^, appears tlie Iloyal Observatory, rising from the 
rnkUf of a grove of ti'ces. Tftis view is particular} v striking, when 
bellekl either tVom the terrace, or the river. The two sw|uares are 
intersected by a spacious awnie, leading from the town tliiougk 
liic Hospital, and forming, whh the amis, a kind r^' crosh. 

I’he buildings whkh imtnedmtely front the Thames, and bear 
the names of King Charles^ and ^b/een Jlmt\ have a very general 
correspondence both in style and arrangement. The north and 
south front of each pr<*se«ts the appearaiice of a <louble pavilion, 
conjoined abme by the contiunatioji of an attic order, with a hah 
lustrade, whkli surmounts the whole, but separated Ix^low by an 
open portal: tire centre of each pavilion displays an ekfgant p<di« 
^lent, snppoiletl by four Corinlliiari columns^ and the sides, a 
doiihie pilaster, of tin? same twder. In the tympamim of lisc 
eastern pedhiient of King Charless Building,, k a sculpture of IMai ^ 
^d Fame, and beneatli it, on the frieze, arc the worth Cahoi.i « 
11 , Rex a R£0« XVX The east front of tlik buikling, uiuri* 
corresponds to the west ftont of Queen Aimers, is rusticated, and 
has a tetrastylc4>ortico iu the centre, of the Gorinthian order, with 
its proj>er eiitahhnure and pedinient. The w'^est front, whtth in- 
eludes the Bass Building, is of brick, with the exception of the ter- 
iriinating pavilions, w hieli were re-built of stone, respectively in the 
years and 17 69. The tynqitimum of the pc^diment on this 
side, exhiWts a sculpture, in alto-relievo^ of the Ariria of En^ikimh 
suf^ortexl by two Genii, with nia.iine trOpides^ and other appro- 
priate ornaments* ^ 

King Charles's Building contains the apartments of the Gover- 
nor and Lieutenant-Governor, the CoimciWloom, fifteen Ward^ 
for the Pensioners, and otlicr chambers, diffeiently appropriated. 
In ihc:€mncU-Ba0fri, among others^ b a painting of GboUoe the 
SEC tmn, in im r<>bcs; halt-lengths of KiKa WittlAw, and 
Quebi^ Maey, by Sir Godfrey KneHer; Eim*AEi>,/#rst Earl of 
Sandwich, wiio was kilkd in the 
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Sir Teeter Lely; Lonn Viscount Toni} tnoton, wliokvlength^ 
|)V Davisoi); KoBF.iiT OsBoUTON, Lsq. ivliole-Ierigth, by De- 
gard, froiri Jin original in the possession of Lord Aylmer; Ad- 
miral Si R Jo Jennings, wbokdcnglh, by Richardson ; Cap- 
tain Clements, an oval/by Oreeiihill; John, late Enrl of 
Sandwich, n hole-length, by Oainsborough ; and the Hedd of 
John Won LEV, a venerable old man, who was the first IVnsioner 
admitted int<pthe Hospital, Some of the original skeft ’ies, by Sir 
James Thornhill, for the pairitings in the Great iLrd, are also pre- 
served in tliis room. In the Anic-C^ttanlh r ^re two Irrgc Sea Pieces, 
presented to the Hospital by Pbili|. Hannan, Esq. representing tiie 
exploits of his ancestor. Captain 'Jliomas Harman, in the Tygei 
friiiute, in the time of Charles tlie Second ; in one of these, he a{>- 
pears engaged witfi eight Dutch privateers, (rVoin wljom his bravery 
preserved a large fleet of colliers:) and in (he other, with a Dutch 
man of ^var, which he took hi^the Bay of Bulls, Here is also, h 
small pieces, representing the Lon of ihc Luremhurgh 
Galley, was burnt by accident, in lier passage from Jamaica 
to EuglauS; hi 1727; and the subsequent disiresse.s of part of her 
crew, who csciwd in the long-boat, and were at sea twelve days 
licfore they cc||pl make the land, without cither a morsel of vio 
tuab, or a droBof liquor. The whole numlrer that esaiped into 
the boat, was %enty three ; of these, six only survived the dis- 
(resses of the voyage, one of whom, Captain William Boys, was 
afterwards Lieuteiifant-Gin^mor of this Hf>spital, and in memory 
oi his remarkable deliverance, was accustomed to pass us many 
days annnaUy in prayer and fasting, as he bad ^|>ent in the boat*. 
Queen Anne's Bailding was eWefly erected between the years 
ami 1728: it contains various apaitfiients for the.Oflieers, and 
twenty-four Wards for tlie Pensioners, 
llie two southennnost ranges of building, which bear the notnas 
of Ki)7g William smd ii^uem have, like the ft>rmer ones, a 

general conformity to each other, though cliflering in tlie parts and 
oreaments. To the inner side of each range is nttacted a hand- 
^*iie cole^nade, of Porthnid stOne, composed of an eiltablBtt^ 
^ "^'li^ostrade, supported by numerous duplicated Doric c<> 

I i 2 latnns 



lumns and pilasters, and extending to the length of 347 
with a return pavilion at the end, seventy feet long* Above the 
soutlicrn ( xlrciuity of each colonnade, is a well-proportioned dome 
and luiTf't, rising to the height of ll’O feet: earh jjome is support* 
ed by a circle of duplicated columns, of the Composite order, with 
prqjectiiig groups of columns at the quoins. That j>art of King 
William’s Buildiug which contains the (rreat Hall and Vestibule, 
was designed and erected by Sir Christopher Wicr, during the 
years 165)8 and I7p3. The north aiid south fronts of this build* 
ing, are of stone; the west front, which was finished by Sir John 
\'aul>rugh, is of brick, but has a tetrastyle frontispiece in the cen- 
tre, of the Doric order, with columns of Porlhmd stone, nearly s't\ 
feet in diauieter. 

Over tlje doors in the VeHtlbuIe, are compartments, in chiar<v 
osniro, rccortlbjg the names of the benefactors to the Hospital, 
and the amount of the donations* Here is also the model of m 
antitjue diip, found in the Vilhi Mattca, given by I-^rd Ans'on. 
From tlic Vestibule a high flight of steps leads into tlic Great Ilali, 
or Sri/00;?, W'iiich is 106 feet in length, fifty-^^ix feeFwide, and fiOy 
feel liigh. In the surrounding frieze is the following inscription. 
Pkia.^' auguMa ui hahllcni m'ure ct publice ilUiiUur qui publiar 
.'xcuritati hwigilarmu regia (hxnovici Marim nuspiei is subieiai^uiis 
nauiis (kscinata Gulkimo ti Maria, MDCXCl^\ 

This Hall w'as painted by Sir James Thonihill, who was about m 
years in completing it, as appears from his own mehioriai, ad- 
dressed to the Comnfissioners, on their order, for * a valuation of 
the piiiutiug/ sum jxud to him for his labor, was 66*85). 

being after the rate of 31. for the ceiling, and 11 for the sides, pci 
square yard,* Even this, however, the Directors would not agree 
to pay, till they had consulted with the uuvsl eminent painters oi 
that age, who declared, ‘ performance to be equal in merit to 

. any 


See a copy of thc^^^orial, m Gobke and Maule’s Hhtorical Ac- 
count of P7-—0P* Ihe 

James WJ4S' ninetC^i^^Wekecuti ig the ^painting j but 
/.roneous*' 
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my thing of ;thc ktinl In England, abd superior in the number of 
figures and ornaniciits/ The ceiling displays a very large and deep 
oval frame, in the centre <)f which, A7«g WUiiam and Mary 

arc represented seated (vw a throne, under a rich canopy, and sur- 
rounded by })ersonificat ions of the Cardinal Virtues, the Seasons, 
the four Eieiuents, the Signs of the Zodiac, and various other em- 
bleujatical and symbolical devices. At each end of tlie oval, the 
ceiling is raised in j)crs|>€ctive, and exhibits a gallery with aii elliptic 
arch, snpportfd by groups of stone-colored figures: these galleries 
display various aj>prO|)riute naval eni!>eiiishnients, with the English 
Rivers, and the Arts a»id Sciences relating lo navigation: in one of 
them are rntroduced tlie jiortraits <*f Flam.siecd, the Astronomer 
Royal, and his pupil, the ingenious Mr. Tltomas JVcsion^ accom- 
panied by Coperniculi, and Tycho Rrahe. The sides of the Hall 
are adorned witli fluted pilasters, tropliies, and In nn ts^cs on 
tiic north side, which “eorrespom! \\id» adoiible row of window^im 
the south, are allegorical figures, in chiam-osruro, of tlie nioie li- 
beral Virtiieis, as Hospitnlity, <;enero.sity, IJeuignity, c^:c. From 
the Saloon, a smmd fliglit of steps b ads to the ipper which 
k also ornamented hy patntiiigs. The ceiling rcpresciUs '^tfccn 
AmiCf with her consort, Trim t' ofDeainurk, accompanied 

by various figures; and round tliemt the iburrjaartcrsof liie globe, 
with the artns of Etigland, Sroiland, France, and Ireland. The 
side walls display the Landing of the Prince of Orange at Harwich, 
and of GeOrge the First at Greenwich : the upper end is orna- 
mented by b forge paiutuig of (ieorge tlu' Fir: t, and ins tarnily, with 
uinnorous euibfonialkul figures, among wfdcli, Sir James Fhornhill 
has introciul^ his owit liketmss. The nmnbci»of Wards in thh; 
building is bfet'eri. 

Queen Mary's Baikfing contains Wn-TCnapd, wliich is one ot the 
most elegant specimens of Grecian archilccture in this country. 
It W'vis erected from the classical designs of* tlic late Junres Stuart, 
Lsq. better knowm, perhaps, by the appellation of ‘ Atljenian 
M he ucquiri^d from the chasteriess ^of ins taste, and 
the Attic eWganc.e of his bmldtngs. This Chapel was erected on 
the site. one.* tteit was destroyed by a dreadful fire, on 
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the second of January, 1779t together with pari of Hie adjoining 
colonnade, the Great Dining HaU, an<l as niauy of tlie Wants as 
contained 50n beds: the whole Iras becti since re hiiilt. The Ves- 
tibule before Ute eiifraiicc is octangular, and is adorned with Co* 
lossal statues, in niches, of Faith, Hojmji, Charity, and Meekness, 
designed hy West, and executed in artilicial storu', by Coade, 
From this an ascent of fourteen steps leads to the Chapel, ujuoh 
is 111 iect in length, and fifty-two in width, and is caf^able of com 
veniently arroniinodating 1000 Pensioners, nurses, taul hoys; ex- 
clusive of tlic seats for the Directors, and other officers. The e»t- 
trance portal is extremely rich, and consists of an arclulrave, tiieze, 
and cornice, of statuary marble; the jambs are each of one piece, 
twelve feet high, excellently sculptnrcil. The frieze was tlie work 
of the late celebrated Bacon, and displays two angels supporting 
tlic Scriptures, in the leaves of which is seen the inscripH<m, ^ T/ie 
Laxv ivas g/t'cn by 3Iosc^; but Grace and Tmih came by Jems 
Christ,' The folding-doois are of niaiiogany, highly enriched by 
carving. 

The interior of the Chapel is fitted up with great taste and ele- 
gance; even tlife most subordinate parts are regulaled by a charae- 
icristic jrropriety, m respect to the gram!^ design, which commands 
admiration. Many of the ornaineals are naval ; the very }>av(^ 
ment is made subservient to remind the spectator of tlie destina- 
tion of the building, the stones being so disposed, as to represent 
the anciior, the compass, &c. and, in fact, every pail through- 
out, bears marks of the same judicious disposition.^ 

The 


Select Views of London /6£c. Vol. I. The same admirable pro<* 
prieiy is observed in distributing tlie Pensioners, See. to their respective 
places during divine serv ice. The benches, which occupy the two sides 
of the Chapel, and which are placed equidistant, have all their custo- 
mary allotment of men, in fuli uniform. |Caeh bench has its presiding 
Boatswain, whose seat draws out from the end; and the whole forms 
a regular row up tacli side the grand avenue, in the middle of which, 
their, hat? are ranged in a straight line, marked out by the dfepoaitiob 

of 
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The Chajid lias tk double tatige of windows on each side, bo 
rween winch are Uic galleries, eonMowg s»<*ats ior tlie (iovenjor, 
suid other officcis. (he galieiies are snpporled ou cautiiivers, deco- 
lated with antique <jrnaineiits and foliage, beneath wWdi, are rangefS. 
of fluted pilusteo^, having an entablature, similar!} omauicntod: the 
inter\als are adorned by festoons. Above the lower 

range of unulows ou eaili side, are small o\al paiutiugs, in chiaro- 
oscuro, rejii’escnting the prineipal events in the life of Our Samour, 
b^ !>e BruvtfJ Cuttoii, ^lilhurne, and Hebecca. Above the galle- 
ries, aiul standing on a richlv-anved stone fascia, are ranges of 
pilasters, of the Com|M)sitc order, with scaghola shsii^, by Richter, 
in iinttation of Sienna marble, corresponding with those of the eight 
grand Corititlhaii column^;, by tlie same artist, tliat suppoit the 
roof: file bases arid capitals of the latter cohuiius are of statuan’ 
marble. I be ceiling is. curbed, and d wide d into compartments 
di^hamented in the ancient sijle, \utJi golochi, frets, foii.ige, dc. 
the epistylium, which goes round the whole Chapel, is emiched by 
angels, bearing festoons of oakHeaves, dolphins, shells, and other 
aptnopriate oruaments: the spaces between lire upjier windows, 
%i over the doors of tlie gaheru's, are adorned witli figures of 
Apostles, livangehsts, and Prophet^, m chiaro oscuro, b} 
from dtv^igus by West. Tlie Oigaii Galleiy is supporJc^J 
fluted coiumas, with Ionic capitals, ami basCwS crowued IM 
tablaturc and balustrade: in fiout of the gallery, is a smalii 
relievo of Angels sounding the Harp, by Coade; andou a tablet 
beneath, is au appropriate inscription: the organ h a very fine one, 
by Green, 

I i 4 ( But 

of the pavement. The intervals of thc^wlndow* have scats a little ele- 
vaiccl, containing the boys; other seats, in the sAme manner, are appro- 
priated to the Lieutenants, nurses, &:c. and the whole is overlooked 1/ 
the Governor and OfScers m the galleries above* Ihis attention to 
regularity not only preserves good order and discipline, but greatly con- 
duces to the gtatideur of the scene. Tlie whole group, when thus ar- 
^ t'anged* forms a picture truly Interesting ; and callous, indeed, must his 
heirt be, cau behold this assjJmtfiage of naval worth, without emo- 

man. 
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Bu( Uic finest work of art which decorates this superb structure, 
k the Altar piece, which represents Ih Pttsirvatiov St, Paul 
frofH Sh’jrtif^cl on the hshnd of Mdita, Thb u as executed by 
West, and it (h^j>la)s all that attention to historic truth, and pro* 
piielN of costuuu', for uhich tins artist is famed, h exhibits, aho, 
a bupei tor riclmcij^ of invention; and tlic se\oial |[*r<>ups of fiitures, 
whith aie introdueed into the picture, are disposed so judiuoiiriy, 
«aiKl under such jrarticular circiimstaiices ol‘ action, that (hey all 
comhine to increase the inteiesl of the scene, and at ilic same time, 
to unfold the exalted powers of the painter. Tlie piiut ipal tu oup, 
which occupic|j the centie of the j>ictnre, coHsi‘^ls of bt. Paul sha- 
king off the uper that i»ad fastened on his hand, into the file, at- 
tendocl b} the Brethren uho had accoinpauiedhiih, (he friendly 
Centurion, and a biuid of Boinau soldiers, with their pioper insip;- 
Ilia. It ]ia> been obijcived, and with great justness, that the figure 
ot the Apostle, tliough < oiisiderably less in magnitude than many 
of the others, and lenaned to a gieater distance, pieser^es its pio- 
per dignity of priiicipcd, not only Itom its situation in the luiddle 
of the picture, but uho fioin the painter having artfully contrived 
to (hiovv the refieetjon of the fire full in his face, which beam‘d vutU 
an awful benignity. The group iit (he fore-ground represents va- 
rious manuers and piisoners bringing on shore cliflereut ai tu l< ^ 
that have been saved from the wreck; and near them, a female in a 
inouuimg cloak, intended fora Itoniari lady, clasping, witliuirection, 
an urn, supposed to contain the ashes of her deceased husband, viho 
had fallen in tlie wars of Judui: an aged, infmn man, is a bo de- 
picted here, as borne fioni the vvi'cck by two robust jounger ones. 
1 hr uppermost group consists of the hospitable Islanders lowciing 
down fuel, and other ncces^aiics, (iom Uie summit of the rocks, for 
the lelief of the sufllr^s: tJffe sc'a, and the wrecketl vessel, appear 
ui the distance. ijPfais pictnie is fwenly-five feet in height, and 
fourteen in wiMH^nd is incioi»cd in a very superb frame, * On 
each side of above, is an Angel, in statuary marble, sculp* 

tured by Bacoj^^tie begrs the cross, the other the emblems of the 
Eu< hiimt. jH|pcgnient betvveen the great cornice and Cellini? b 
a chiaio-oscoro painting of the Ascefp#» t>yR**- 
bfc last of the series the IIi>lori^’ of Our 
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flinch adonis Oie sj^aces mer the lower windows. Tin* AUar table, 
Pulpit, and Header"^ Disk, are xlestinged in the same elegant ta^fc 
as the otherparf s * the Pufpit h circulai , and b supported bj six fluted 
piUaiS of Uine-tiee, willi au eulablalure of the same w’^ood: the mU r- 
coluiims displa^^ xaiu/us subjects iiom the Acts of the Apostks, 
exeuited m alto-uliexf*. trom designs by West. 1 he number of 
Wvsrds ai Quit a Mark’s Budding, is thutcen. 

TIk^ magmhceu<*e of tins structuic attracts a great number of 
sjsitois, and* the money gtsen by them, for vic\siiig the Chapel, 

I [all, and other parts of the bidldings, is demoted, after a \ery 
Irifliujj deduction, tor the persons who show Uicin, touaid^ 
the support ot the Sdiool, whuli, in compliance vM(h the ilo 3 al 
foumleib intention, has existed hete hom the begHining of the 
institution, 1'fae leceipts from thU souni , togcthei with ‘ nmht% 
ahsetues, clieijuts, &c. of the jiensiancis, and the nuisi«, piohls 
on piovisioiis purchused of the peiisioi ei^, of h<dd slon 
ami iimhumed property of dectaanl pen unters and mii^s, ha\e 
proved full) adequate to the expens<s of the isfabhdimtnt, and 
have prmiumi a balance that h**s Intn iuveded m the stocks.' At 
lUM, 'Men bo^s onlj wcie adnulted into ijic School, in I?:)!, 
tluv wen' incieased to Mxt> , a^d at hui^^h to 2t>0, wlmh is the 
piesent number. These boss imist be, at the time of tluii admis- 

lietueeii eleven mid {hiikcu s< irs of aef; ohjtds < t chanty, 
of voiiiid body and imnd, aid ah*' to re.'d. they aie lodged, 
^iodud, an<{ iiimtitaiued ihMi }<al^, duiiiig a hich tnui , they aie 
Hstiucled m the puiKipks ot ichgiou, by the ChapLun^, and m 
wmin^% authmctie, and drawing, \i liny sluw any geimi'^ tor i?, 
fv the hi hoohnuslei . lUuh boy has a Hiblo and PiuirBook 
cui'u hmi, On his eutnune mto the School, and is nipphtd, during 
Ins stay tliere, with all iiecissaiy bolfl\^ and uistrumenis, winch he 

II aljuued to take with Jiuii when he least > the Si bool, he is then 
mnind out for seven yeais, to the sca-stnice. The Master, who 

W<?aitcd by the DuetloiH, hasasulaiyof IJUh j)cr annum, 

and 

Xheit^ are pi€s<?rved, W \\ tuese by Sir James Ihcrnhill, m 

the Cuu i I luom. 





and a boiBe*’'* Upwards of boys have been echwah*d here, 
from the eslaidishment of tliis charity to tfic pres<‘nt time. Tht 
prehcut Sihonl was erected near the Ilospitdl, but without 

the w^alK, «i the year 1733, from a by the late * Atheuian 

Stuart/ Its length is H6’ feet, and its breadth fprtj-two; e\du« 
bive ot a Tuscan colonnade in flout, intended as a plav-place for 
the bo>s hi bad weather* ISO feet long, and twc‘nl> hioacL l^Uo 
School-Room is 100 feet long, bv twenty dive; and in lhetwosto« 
ries aho^e it, are Dormitories of the same extent, fbrnishcHi with 
banunocks; the adjoining apartments are appropiiatcd to llu’ gua# 
diaii, muses, and other attendants^ 

Tin* IVnsioims, who are the principal objcfts of this noble in- 
stitution, hdu*, from time to time, been increased in propoitiou 
as the extension ot tlic funds (>roted sudieient for the juaintenance 
of a gi eater numliei. When the Hospital w as first opened for 
then* reception, in Jaiiudiy, 171^3, fifty-two were admitted; b 
the three following ycMis, they w ere increased to dOO ; ami flom 
that lime to theycai 1738, to 1000, Smee then, their number 
has been progressively augmented to 2,410, the present comjdement. 
At first, only the aged and « aimed s(‘ame» lielongiiig to fin* Royal 
Na\y, were uclmitted into the IJospituI; but tliost* disabled in the 
merchant service, had the same pihilege given to them, by (iuctn 
Auiie, in 1710; three years before that, all foreigners Who had 
served in the Britisli navy two years, were invested \^ilh the same 
lights, in respect to tins charity, as natives: marines are considered 
b the same light as seamen: evciy rensiouer has an allowanre of 
seven loaves, weighing sixteen ounces each; three pounds of ktf, 
two of mutton, a pint of fleas, a pound and a quarter of' theese, 
two bunces of butter, fourteen quarts of beer, and one shilling for 
pocket-money; the latter sum is increased to eigbteeuqieuce for 
the Boatswain's Male, and iialf a crown for the Boatswab* T.'iie 
elotliiiig allowed to iievery pensioner is a blue suit, a hat^ three 
pair of blue ya r^^ kitigs, three ftair of slices, and four riiirl«, 
hveneckcloths*;,^iHPwon%^^^^ evety^ two years; beisides bed- 

dihg» 
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diog, gmtcsoats for the Aged and infirm, ami watch-coats for those 
on guard* Tlie hn ad and beer are both made by jnoper persons 
iKlongiug to the cstabjishmeid, fi>r which purposes a larjje bjevve- 
ry, bake-house, iVc* have l>een elected just without the Hospital. 
The widows of seamen, who, in pursuance of the original design, 
are provided for in this charity, have the exrlmhe prhilege of be- 
iug a|)pohdo<i nurses in the Hospital At the lime of their admls* 
siou, they must lie under forty-five yeais of age: they are provided 
Witli clotbfug, diet, and iodging, and allowed eight pounds an- 
unally as wages, 'fhe whole number of iVnsioners admitted mto 
the Hospital, since its fouudatbn, is about 1 8,000; uat of uuraes, 
about 700. 

hi the year 176^3, in consctinencc of an ajiplication fiom the 
Commissioners of this Hospital, assembled at a Gcnicral CouH, an 
Act of Parliament passed, euablmg tliem, aftoi defraying the ne- 
cessary ex]ieiises of the Hospital to grant pensions to such poor 
seamen, as were worn out, aud become <lerrepit, in the King's 
service, aud could not be recciv<‘d, fur want of* room, into the 
the Hospital In pursuance of tliis Art, 1 400 Out-Pensioners 
were appointed to leceivc seven pounds per annum: their numliers 
having gradually decreasseit by death, or admission into the'liospi- 
tai, 500 additional ones were appointetl in 1/8*2; and the !>ame 
number in the succeeding year : the prc\'»cnt number on the e^tablbh- 
meut, is tipwurdb o<* 3,000. All pei^ons who want to be admilled 
into Oh? IhisHpital, un1^t make applicutioii at the AdimraltV'-Olfice, on 
the days appointe<l for thiit puipo^^iS which arc the first Thursdays 
in January, .V|>ril July, and October: those whose cases aie the 
most prcbsiug, have the jircference. 

The cast aud west entrances into the Hospital precincts, arc 
formed by two rusticated piers, i^itli iiou gates, and lodges tor 
tlic porters adjoining: ou the piers of the western entrance, are 
placed tw^o large stone Clobes, each six feet in diameter. Ou ttie 
Terrestrial Glolie is marked the track of Ixud Ausous Voyage 
iound World, iuthe Centiiriou; the | osit ion of the globes is 
agreeably to the latitude of Greenwich, 
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llic only buildin|» eoiin^^cted mth the Hoj^pitab that now re^ 
itiainb to be tle$cribe«f, is the ^ htrli wzs erected without 

the wnlb, ui the jears 17b3 and 176 b hi pursuance ot a msolii- 
tion of the Gt neia! Court of Directors, i'lns edifice was designed 
by%urf, atui forms au oblong quadrangle, iph^feet long, and 
1? > huwd. It consists of two stories, and diudtd mto tv\o 
pniKijMl twts, <|>piopruted nsimuvely to those wl ose rases 
quire suigieni aid, and to tho«»(» who are tu need only of |>ln$iral 
assistiince* The number of looms is &i\tj-four, eacle-ot w!»ich is 
iilteil up to aecommothite fooi |5erhOns; e^Trs looni having a iue- 
place, and ventilalon Witliin the bmkliug are also ajhirtmenfs 
ior the physician, surgeon, matron, and otlur attendanfs; toge- 
ther with hot and cold batli^^a ^^nrgeiy, a Dispcusaij, Hall, 
Cliaprl, iVc, 

In the present Iniiial-giound of the Ilospitab is a Maitsoleinn, 
in whali aie prcsened loemoiials of LlEt TENANT PirntK 
\\ Li.su, who was tilt hrst laeuteiiant of this institution, the Itn . 
Pbhp SiiMs, Arcli-I>ea<<n vt St, Albans^ and others; who wtie 
buried m a piete of gioumi, on the east side of (Ueenwicli Park, 
that was ghen to the lioqutal, in the yat 1707, by Prince GVoige 
of Denmuik, but has been long disused, llie ins<nption on Mr. 
Webb, records his having lost his lower jaw, and jiart ol his tongue, 
in an engagement with a part of the Dunkirk s<puutron; after 
which, he lived six vcais^ four months, and twehe days, b} hquub 
Old}/’ he died in August, 1709, at the age of fifty-nine* In the 
mw cemetary was buried the iff?;. N^cholat Ttndal, who tiaiisUt- 
ed and eontiuued Rajmfs Ilislory of England, and waslheimthor 
of some other ande]iendent works. He W'as apjminfed Chaplain to 
Greenwich liospiul in 1738, and died in June, 1774. 

The average number of Peuaioiiirs that have died yearly, during 
the last twenty jears^^J^3, out of 2400 persons. From an ac- 
curate table of It^jjjnp^ preparcHl by Dr% Robertson anti made 
up to Dcfeml:;||H 1801, h appt^aiS| fliat ninetynMx 

i^sons were the Hospital, from the^age of i%bfy» 

and 


^ Author <#?ipiterOstmg work on Ihc Diseate« 
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ami upwards; of these, were above ninety j ears of a ««, 

and the remainder between ei^ttfty and ninety, with the exception of 
one, named Moore, who was past 102: this man liadlost 
four nav fore teeth witliiti the live preceding jears; he was bora 
at Castlehon^ in Cork, and had been thirtv \eus m the Kio^S 
ftcrvioe: hi-» s^randfather had attained the great of 115, ami 
his father to that of 105/ Fioai the same table it also ap- 
pears, thatpiiie half of tlie jiertons recorded iu it, wen de^ceiukd 
from ag^d families; and tfiat many of Cliem were in the habit (/i 
diinuing freely. Mmost all of had been mar * d, and tour 
of them bud taken wives ufo, tbe\ wore t*bou* the a<j:e of cii,htv 
vears. Very few Imd good teet!i; some of tlioni hvd Imcu entire- 
ly without for more than t\u*oty\e^u^. the v^ht impound m 
about one b^ilf; and in ncorh one ilnh, tiu o^yan ot lieaiina b«el 
greatly faited* Of the Out-lViidooH aUio then amounted f/* 
'2300, only twenty-tliree wcie et‘»lav y^ajs of aije, (u up'vaMis t 
Greenwich Park was d4spnne<i l^an llte Paluec whoa the 
latter wns converted inlo an Hospital, uud it stiil tontuiees to he 
vested in the Crown. It co»laiu> hS.s acres, and was wallid lound 

i 

with brick by James the TiKst. The upper part, adjoimni*^ to Blark- 
heath, is considerably elcvutod; and ftom One Tit,e IhlL and the 
{)hserx}(itmy<t which Mauds on the m(c ol the Tower oietlid b\ the 
good Duke of GlOi'ester, the piovpids aie uncommon!) lun, par- 
ticularly of the Melropofb, the county of and lliescjpeu- 

tine windings of the fhames, auimateil by the crov\<ls of sluppmg 
that arc coutiuually navigating its bw^y stream. Greenwich Hos- 
pital is iunucdiiiteiy under the eye; and, with theadjaceni country 
and river, and Gmdoa iu the distame, pi<^seuls as most .nttfiej>t* 
ing a coup dUdh Rs can well be inujgined. The Park itself afR/rds 
much rich scenery; it was laid out by Le Notie, m the time of 
Charles the Second, aud is planted chidly with elms, and Sjmni.h 

cliesimt 

^ John Moore, biin^elf, died in 1803, in his 107th year. Thomas 
Boa4^ anoUter Pentioner uf tluGlospU'-il, divd m Occember, 1739> a^cd 
^03; aud Baker, m March, I7Jt>, aged 10 1, 

t ^ Esrsay <>ili J^oogniry, bySirJahn Sinclar, Bart, pubinhed m 
the Phiknophioal Wa^jazme for July and Aurust, iSO^* 
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cfae^mit: j?iome of the latter ate very lar^e. lae(WC|Kii1, are te- 
mains of vurintis ancient lianctxn^t^ most of which were o)iOfred, m 
the year 178+, b\ Mn Dowi?la% author ot‘ the ‘ Neiua Bfilannico; 
Amonje; the aiticles found in them, were »|ieiu-iiejd$, knives, hu- 
mint hows and hair, frajs^inents of woollen cloth, lumps of ii on, 
and Inoad-headed nails, with tleraNtd wood adhering to <hm* 
The wiiich lias Ih>cii already mewtioned as I>cguti 

by AnOe ol* Dennmik, and completed in great spiendor^ fay Hen* 
rlettsi Maria, has the imiiie of the latter (Jueen on the front, toge* 
tiier with the date lo35. The Hall is about fifl\ four feet Mpiare^ 
and is surrounded by a gallery ; the ceiling has been deprived of its 
cimanieiits; and the whole interior has long been dhesteil of its 
original nhujnifiience. Tin** edifice with the occasional retirement 
of the Right Hon. Heniy’ Pelham, when Piiine Miiiisfcr; his wife, 
the Lady Cathennt iVIham, being then Hanger of the Park* 
Since the death of that Lady, it Ihs only Ix^en inlmbited fay ser- 
vants; atid no Ollier Ranger of the P<iik was a|>{HMiiled till the last 
yem , w hen the ofli< e w as given to the Princess of W'ales, 

The Tower m Cireeriwich Paik;, whhh had been eretled by 
Puke Humphiey, was le-built or ic^mhed by Henry tiieE^htii; 
and again ewiaiged and ornamented fay iliuirv, tlie learned I 
of Northampton, to sviunn it had been granted fay James the Fu b 
mil who made it his chief resideine. Soon otter the lomincnce* 
ment of the Citil War, it was thought of such conwjuence In the 
Paidkunenfa as « place of sfryjgfli, that immediate stejss weie oi^ 
dered to be taken for scenting it. Charh*s tin .Second, in l6‘7 ^ 
bad it piillefi down, on<l on its site founded the present Roy a i 
Ob^Hvatory, tor the puipose of obtaining a nmre aocurate 
knowledge oi the heavenly bi^ilies, in order to aftord a gtoatei 
cHity to the attempts at discovering the longiitiui(\t 

chosen 

t fovMKiton owed its origm to the following circumstance : 

Monsieur de ||y ierre, a htcmhmati, who came to Ijondon in 
having a r< ward from Chatle^ thife Second* for hi« dfacoVery 

met) 'id |K^dmg the longitude by the moon’«i dfatjintf from a star, 
a appointed to uamine iato hi> Wr. 



KtNT. 


m 


chosen on tlie reeomn^enjfalk^tt of Sir Ciiilt^opher mid ilie 
ciilehr4ife«l Flamslied was ap}}OUitnl the \&lroiio ner R<)\al, 
on the advice of bii Jcnws Moore^ The nwteriaN of !!<#» oul 
Tower^ vktc employed to construct the new liuiidin^, IoacIhU the 
expeiiS4‘ of tiu Kmj; gate 5001. aad as mart^ hiuk^ as uert 

wanted, trom a spare i»lo<k at Tillmry fort It uas (ouipleted ui 
liild, and riamsleid being put into < n, Ik gun to 

* observations/ in tlie tollouiiig month, *• wnli a Kivliit la- 
(1ms, conbived by bimseit, and such Olliei iiistnimeiit < as \veie tiieii 
in use nmisb'cd resided here many years, doing amph pistKc 
to the Rojal ciioue, lh<nigh walking m an almost u K>(ld< u path, 
and being one ot the first who made use of teUsfopu sight it v\as 
not 111! 1689, that he had the advantage of a mm d (juaduut , ami 
c\en then, it was not such as is now in us(, bul oae contuved and 

dnided 


1 IimOotfh (jfttrwaids \ trunomer K n d ) ^ h » is apfx/intf a one of 
!le Couimi^ssioneis funiisncd St Pitirt \ u \ icriiu (JuU of oUscrvi- 
u U) \vl ith to calciiitUc the longitude of a gsvt n pi ite. I i h lie u is 
uinbic to do, hut extuncd himstif by a that the diUu wcii 

I lamstced coutendid tint they v%crt ifur, but allowed that nithng 
(eitim could be deduced fium them, << 1 \ ant oi mnri exatt iihUb of 
tne moon, and more KOi»‘ect pla*.ts o< the tixcd srau, thin 1 si ha s oh- 
sfcriationi, m ide wit i plain sight, allorc!< d 1 1 ts bt n luds kn nvn to 
the he detliied thit hts pilots and wilors shou'd not want such an 
assmince licrcsohid, therefort, to lound an loitie 

purpose ot asctituning the motions of the iinon, and tht p aces of tl e 
fiKcd stais, as a mtan» oi discovering that grt o dt atum, the fonei- 
tude at set." JyHom* Eutitons, \oh 1\ . p. Iaj% 

^ 'Ibii lower, obseivcss Mr. Ly&ott^, was somikiunes a hibitiuott 
for the yo u>ger bmnchcs of tf»e Royal Familv , lomttini/? tht rtiidence 
of a favorite mistress, sometimes a prison, and someumts a pi tcc oi 
fence,’* Putienham, m h» ‘ Artofllnghsh immion'i 1 Mi^ic 

lidy whom the Kmg (lien. VIII ) lostd, httn^, lodge it in u, ^^aiv oi 
York, fifth daughter of Edward the 1 ourth, died here, m IIB.. md 
SLlizabeth'^ favorite, the Earl of JLeuestei, u is conf.nt d la th.» 1 ower, 
he had meurred the ftuctn’s d*spieasaic, b> hts man la^e wah the 
of Lsh^Xt 
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divided partij 0y bimielf, without any help* but Uieiftreogth ofhh 
own geaius,'*’** Flamsteed died at Crrecmvich, in December, 1719, 
ami was succeeilerl by Di. Halley, who fixed a (ruihit tolmmoiit, 
and had a new iimral quadrant, of eight feet radius, rmistnictcd 
umlcr the dfrcctiou ofOMhani, and put up at <lio*puhlir eKj>eme, 
in rhi'* it'Ifbraled Astronomer priiiripallv dnrrted his at- 

tention to th(* nioiions of the moon: he died at tlie Observatory, 
in 1742, and was buried at fa»e. Dr. Bi-aclley, bi$ Itrcessor, 
made many impoamil observations ; and in Ins tmi«% some very 
vsiluabk additions were made to the ms(rmnents at the Obseiva- 
toi\: among them, was a new mural brass quadrant, of eight feet 
radius; a tiansil instiument, eight feet in length , a moveable qua- 
drant, of forts nKbe<5 radius, by Bud; an astronoiuical clock, b\ 
Shchon; and a Newtonian refiedtug telescope, of six feet, focal 
length, by Shot I Dr Bradley died in July, ]7(?^2, and svas sue- 
ceedcMl by Nathaniel Dl^s, M. A. ssliose deceasi*, in 176’t, made 
room for the udvauceineni of the present Astionomci Rosa!, the 
venerable Dr, Nevil Maske!yt.e, who has coiKhKted the businessof 
his situation with eminent abHifY. Since Ins appointment, the Ob* 
servatoij iuis been fuialshuj with an excellent achromatic tdo- 
scope, of forly-six iuchcN, foial length, with a tieble object glass, 
&c. by Dollond; and the whole .ntronomicai apjmratas has 1/cen 
greatly improsed by Dollond, Naif.us and AruoUl* The obsena- 
tions made bete by tlto Astiououwr K<n*d, since 17 6r, irne been 
published annually^ under the i«s[>citiou of the Kojal Sonets, who 
visit the Obsersatory once a year f Within the building is a deep 
dry ivell, formed for the purpose of admitting ob^ivaliom to be 
made on the stars in tlic day-time. 

Alleligious house is sard to have bcejj founded at Greenwich, by 
Edwaid the 'Fliird; yel, as Lysons has not been able lo find 
any record relating to such fouudatioii^ tfe^re is great reason to 

believe, 


^ Lp(m\ from Wollaston’s Freiace to the Astronoml*^ 

f This accent of the Obsemtory is svholly 
rical panii;^|s given of it by Mt. Eysotts i Eayhom^ Vnh ISr*p 

45d. 
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bel»eve» that no such hmise existed, but ihiif il has Iwon ronfoimd- 
ed with tlie Priory at Lewisham.'* A Com Mt vity of Miumius^ 
or Observant huu)^, of the Older of Sr. fraiKis, was, lKme\or, 
estabhslieci here liy Cdward the Fourth, who, with the Por>»% li- 
teu^^e, gnmted 4lieni a pie<e of "hmuuI udhn<uB<T^ to h\^ T Luc, ou 
which weie some ancient Imiidm^s line the ftuis In .mo to eiect 
scleral smaU niamions, lu honor of the Vaj^m Mats, rKhJCis, 
and All Samis, Henry the St*\enlli, ni the first ot ins Ri^n, coii- 
iirtned the 'foimer a^ant; amt, by a new c Inn lei, fo\in»h d i con- 
\ent of fnars, ol the al)a\e oule:, to loiMd ol ‘ d Waidui, m.d 
tnehe Brethren, at the least / and he is also, j > ha^e after- 
wards lebnilt the Conunt fioui the found itiv>n i it! uuie of 
An<ii;on, Henry the ra^lith’s fast (Jneen, was i fl^o^el of 
this House, and a}>|)otnted one of tire rrouls, r,nlu i John Foii* nf, 
to be liei (6udessOi . she v%a« abo ,u i nd v ^vd m luie icm lent at 
Qieenwith, to rise at Tni(Ln|»lii, .mr* ,o u the monks in tlien ih vo- 
tions.*^ 1 hev letuined tins fiicndsh p ojimh isjiousiPi:; her 
rauMN whin the buMUC'-s of the diunce v^a^ a^rtaVnl, whith so 
Lu eiiia|:;ed the Kini^, tint hesuppiesvttl the whole oidci through- 
out Luijidnd/' This Coinent was dissohetl m \ucust, 
and atkWiiids, aicortiinc; to Krlhnrne, soim Monks ol the Au- 
t?usfuie Order, were foi a time platui heie f Queen Mary lestor- 
<d the jiossebsions to the IhamiscanN who liad ber^uu to form 
themselves into a luw community at Greenwich, after hei acces- 
sion; and she also let^aired the monasiic buildings, out of grati- 
tude for the attadmieiit which the f thus had shown to her mo- 
liiei b cause. This House was at length finally suppressed by Eli- 
i'aheth, in Juno, 1 >6J/ the buddings weie afleiw aids attached 
to the Royal Palaic, and the site of llicin k now occupied by a 
part of Greenwich Hospital { 

VoL. VH. Auo. ISOb, Kk The 

"" llist.of the English Francbcans, p 910, t Sur\ey of Kent, p. 1 15. 

I It ap|ie|ri firotn pugdak* VoL I p 3T2, tint EUzdMt, wife 
D'Arcy, of the noAft, and swter to Wdiiam, hrn 
ym bimed m the Fraaciacam’ Chu.ch. 
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The anneiif fhunh of vSf. Alphaa[e, at Greenwich, having be* 
come v^ry rinnous hy lapse of time, tlu* rfM>| tell in, about iiihJ* 
nighi, on the t\\riU\-ef<>:hthot No\<iiiber, 17 10. The inhahitatils 
then ix»tiHont<l the Hou'^e ot Commons to* in<f' !ou«o<h re** 
buiMfim an*! m fonsequeiiOG ot tins jmIm i, y w js t\piessK 
h\ tiu \ii ^ KH\ alUl\^\Hl toi nerling tifty 

!ii»‘\\ ili luhes 111 tn I If Lotuloi! th 0 <«m ot rum shoukt l>^ i!$ 
the Pansh ot (»r t »wifh llu ik\ rhuoii is 4 liaiai^ome ^{one 
labrK , it v\asr<n plefed ui 17 KS, and tomnra!<d iiMhe S<*|nem* 
her of that >ear tiuMian* <>t the in hrt < \\<t John Jann ^ \i 
the west *’nd n \ hiiih toutr, w th i u.ioii whou , sup|h*ni| 

on Coniitl 1 m pliais* lh o } sj, ,|} p,i< iuOmmi 

filled up hi 111 (ift uxn sUh, and }/u* i ah n K. \i nn ) i i 

iiojth wall, h M ! p UHtm.. t» 1 hoiMt, Mfa» i iiiu’amonitM) 
itiiuifs ol (JuM 111 ihtlh OH tiu '.oodj u di, i » pa tun «1 
C'haiUs Hu il In*, fit MOion i d (m Uu* » ast v\ iM, m | ♦ 

tiails ot Qiut i \}uu ami the 1 ii t llu t ut i o ♦ > 

mimcnfal iiiscnpOoiH u Mun ihefhuuh lait on ilu outaih jo 
in tne C hurt liAanh unon^ otiu r niHMUiuiiN, an‘ liioM ot s 
WiLU VM 111 NP’ii ‘^\sniRsoN, }>ui )l laHt((*nlu, du la 
lun inah ot 1 1 I m K \U<o tiiul at ♦/<* o| t»thon, in 1701 
SlH KoBfjM Knt,i N ON, KnJ uho thul m Vjnih ITM, 
euhtyfom, I'v'M*- ( un i> Knt xOm find m Iflinn. 
17 (>\ agid sjst>-s<ven, Mk John I m up huh Kni vli 
died III 17 IS, aiul lainitenaut iom • il W iij 1 v\i Msinni h, uht» 
s\a8-tvi<n1\-tmi‘ \r*ns Chut Cugmiei ol imM lhita»ik ind duti j 
I 780» In a laT<^!;e tunetan atljoiuiuiij tiu Chuoh-Nard* amonj*- 
inai»\ othets, is tiu* tomb ot f >1 I 1 mo t.n i, Ni AUf , Fclluv^ u( tin 
College ol PlosKians, ami I 11 n 1. dud in 177, 

In the (t/d i/uoc/i was a |Vnlr nt on ,1 of !///?/»/; /oo/ DuKe 
ot (ihKcstei/ and \anous inoiinnunis and nuinoiiab toi respeit 
nble persons. Amon^ liiem \m re m \eial Jira^iyLs fan* wan in me- 
mmy of IU< uako Bow lk, (Jentkmim ot the ('hapel, and IVIas- 
ter of the ChpUrfii lo IJuny Urn lagbdi; Edward the Sixth j 

Queen 

® 1 he.nkpiece la the Cat, pf Eiig* 
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{Jiifou ’\tarv: Q/icen ElWicth, oh. ]r)Gi: another f.>r John 

Whvthr, Gc’it. one of Queen Eliisuhe!li*s footuten^ who <he<l iu 
1579, anti w<w rc})r<se!i»cf| lu ihe i\( the times, a gt)l<l chain 
over hi^ right ^tto ihh r, and n mare and <’iovvii, vu*lh ti»e Queen^ 
sii}>j)orters» cm bvt ast ; a thiol ioi II f/s'uv I'r aifforb^ 
Clerk oi f!i<‘ (ireen under ilje >:rU!U' So\t'rri:^n, nh. 

<0 u»it, to5 IhiOV! T \M,vs, wiio \vn?j l-htlitT 

of the eoilegiate stvle of iiinl v. as Mu-irinn in t'le ChupcI, 

in th‘ leigits ol ilenry iIh: ihniilh, itud i)i^ three initneiiinte sue* 
(.evo^^; he dl<‘il ii. loSl.' Here was al^o n nioiumv'nt to torn- 
OM'hioratt* rlo' !( rn.'t'd Ueotish An^tiinarv. U h-lmm i.WihUll)^ 
fho u’lun hnoV-i ei tlie 4»?.} Chine.h. in An:^[i'n. \ as 

oas iiis son. Si; Multon Canilnud, tn i('h) i,! tn il/m hnihlirtg 
\h-M was a ( ‘oj'-ny, diMlieated t<» lli< I}<»1\ belonging 

-.ui!d or ri.ileriiity in (jlreenuieli, oh llfat nanu',, 

K. K Si/uiu\ 

'* ii '■ eg': 'e. le.j'- •.!< h^ Sff'yjOeN ( reeit W’/’h, .urrc^co :o 

.So \ s Sarvey oF f/.ah »u. 

EntcrM‘d< hsO' «.!■!!:’. ly a wortt^y 
W'lie tor iMvie in niuikk bujc the bel!^ 

Hb, natp.e lo s* .;'a u k f'/iopiaji fa^js uy^ln^v 

in hont'Ni vt i'ii us [ife he did excelk 

tie s(‘iaed fen;’ fvmc in Chappell with gretc prayst^ 

Cov er Sovei'cyiie> reygnes, a thing not oben seen, 
i mean iwng Ilenry and Frynce CdwartVs dayes> 

Queue .M it y, and Klifabeth our <}uene. 

He cU:»ryvd was, thovigU children hr had mne, 

And lyvc d iti love full thre and thirty ye res 
With loyid spouse, whos name ]^h pt was J.me, 
here eniombd tiini company now boar:?* 

As he did ly ve, so alid did he dy, 

In myki and qiiyct sort, O! happy 
7 o (iJod i\itl olCfoi* mercy dtd he cry, 

Whetie^i^ he lyves, let Deuih do what he can* 

t When^3M4 old Church wm taken . di*wu, Mr. lombard monu*^ 
taent andrput up at fe>evenoaks* where k'siill by a de-' 

^''cndint. 
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Sqiiire, made Bishop of St Dwd^s in tlic year If 61, 

lm\ beeli i»$fifuted to tlie Vicarage of this Parish yearihefoce, 
and he held ii m crjjjmcndam his death, in 1766 : he w^s au- 
thor of an Essay on the Anglo-Saxon Ooveniment, and of some 
other leamrd aorks. • 

In the ? of (iieonwk h, are recorded tiie names of nianv 
eminent por who ha u' been interred here, but for whonpio 
jucinoriais have he^ n placed in cither of the Churches, Among 
them are tliose of Elizabeth Sicj^art, Countess of Caffick, in Scot- 
land, buried in January, 6'. Sir . Richard Stainer, a brave 

Admiral, who pariktdarly distinguished himsell Muring the Protec- 
torate of Cionr.veil, wlien, in witli only three frigates, lie 

attacked a Spainsh dotilla of eight sail, and, notwitlistamling his 
disparity of numbers, eompietely defeated thenij he sunk one. 
burnt a secotul, dio\e two on shore, and raptured two otlu'}>, on 
board of v^hicll was treasure to the amount of (iO(M‘-nul. In lljf 
next M^ar he assisted llie gtdlant Admiral Blake in the dcijtruction 
of tlie Spanish iiotu in the Buy of Santa-Crnz; an act so mira- 
cnious/’ sa}s Cimendon, that all who knew the plu(?e, wondeicd 
how any man, wilh what courage soever endowed, couhl have 
undertaken it : indeed, they could hazily persuade themselves I v> 
believe what they had done; whilst the Spaniards comforted them- 
selves witli the belief that tiiey were devils, and no! men, who luel 
destroyed their ,ships/^ Sir Kichard died in November, 1th) :, 
having been made Rear Admiral of Fleet by Charb^s the S< * 
cond. Dr. Robert Boreman, author of a Life of Alice, Duchess of 
Dudley, Sir George Sondes’ Narrative of the Death of his two 
Sons, (one of \v!fom was lutnged for the murder of liis brother,) 
and other pieces. Sir James Lunikt/, Bart, after wiiose death, in 
J77L the age of seveifly-five, the title became cxtincL Mr. 
Robert Newcoiirt, Gent, buried in Februaiy, 1715, 1(), author of 
that valuable work, the Hepertorhim two volumes, folio. 

Matthew, Lord Aylm^ii^^Syho, when Page Vilikfs, sec<^4 
of Buckingliam, wasjp!(^suaded by liiin to enter into the $ea ser- 
vice, in which he g^ually rose to tiie liiglicst hooprs of ttie pro- 
fession, and was Id^.made Admiral, iomI CommaaiiW in Chief of 

the 
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rtie Fioot. In 1714, he made Governor of Greenwich Hospi- 
tal, and soon afterwards Ranger of the Park, and Kee^ier of the 
Queeifs where from that period lie resided till his tk-ath, 

in Augwsly 1720. Several others of his family and descendants 
were ate buriei here. Admired Sir i'haidrs Hard:/, who died in 
December, 1744. Major Gencr(d Januii fVoffc, tlic gallant con** 
qu?ror of Quebec, who fell in tlie iiionanit of vicU>r\, in SepteTn- 
ber, 17v^9; ^^*<1 was buried here near his father, LicuicranU-Gcnc- 
ral I'Ahi/ard IVolfcy ia the November foliovsing: and Lavinia, 
Duchess of Bolton, tlie celebrated Polly Peacluua, who was buried 
in February, 1760. Among the other remarkable entries in the 
Register, are the two fullowiiig: Francis A'o/t/i, son of Samuel 
North, (being born wit liout arms, his liands growing out of his 
shoulders,) baptized Jul) 4, 1 6’ 1 9/’ — \o\r!iib<*r ]8, l()85, 
Cooper, of this paihh, alms-man in (iticcn FJi/abeth’s College, 
aged 108 years, and Margaret Thomas, of Charlton, in Kent, aged 
eighty years, married by license ut tlic Loi 1 Bishop of Rochester, 
and leave of the Governors of the Dia[ ers/' Tin’s hardy veferaa 
in connubial tends did not survive his inaniag^i* cjuilc a twelvtv 
inoulh; (he date of his bmial being thus recorded-— “ Oukl 
Cooper, buried Oct 31, I6B6V' 

Among the sniaHer charitable foundations at Greenwich, are 
two Hospitals, or Colleges, as they are called, for poor {>eopIe. 
The most ancient ot‘ these was founded in 157b, by William Lam- 
bard, Esq. the ceh bmted Antiquary, who Iras just l)een mention- 
ed, author of the / Perambulation of Kent,* and other learned 
works. This is said to have been the fir^l Hospital erected by a 
Protestant: Mr. Lambarcl endowed it for the maintenance of twen- 
ty poor pe:rsoii% either male or female, calling it the ‘ College of 
Qtteen Elizabeth,' and consigning the direction to the Master of 
the Rolls, and the Drapers' Company. The original allowT^tnce to 
eaijh j)ensioner was siN shiUmgs per month; but this has beeadn^ 
credited to slitilmp monthly, and a chaldron aod U hatf of 

coals yearly. By the ordinances, a preference is directed to be 
8;*v:|n to ^%ged, the maimed, the blind, to those in^jioverished 
tp those afflicted w ith any continual 

ICka ''tagh^^; 
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tsagiou^i; and tp burthcned with a nnmi'ious ilmiily: a man k 
also to btV pnjfwred hoi'oi'e a woman, the married to the luunar-^ 
ricd, <?cc. The founder also, with the comom of the Bi^^op of 
Rochester, composed a form of morning and evusitig prayer, which 
he ordaiiu d always to be used, ami made liis emlowiaetit: void, 
should it ever hetome unlawful to use it h> the statutes of the 
leahu,'*' 'Nearly 13(^01. in South Sea Annuities and some sinaV.er 
beuefactioiis, to the amount of about ten pounds annually, Inwe 
been given to tliis Hospital since its foimdatimi. 

The seron<l Hospital, called i\o)Jhlk elands near the 

river side, at tljc cast eiid of t;ie town. Thh> wa^ founded in l6l3, 
by 1 1 cmy Ifowur^i, Earl of NorfhamptiMi, brother to the Dldke of 
ISorioik, and Gi>\era(jr of Dover Eastle. He emlowed it with 
lauds and no cnmvs lor t’;c support ot* a Warden and twerdy Pen- 
sioners; of whom twelve im»st he paiishioners ot Greenwich, luitl 
eight ot Sliolishani, and Castle Rising, in Nortolk. The manage- 
n.enf of this iMstitutiou lie voted in the MerceiV Company, who 
allow ti:e inmates eight shillings weekly for commons, besides 
clothes, iofl»ing, and salaries, which an* varied at the di^crefion of 
iJie Com[>any ; the whole income amounts to about 1 lOOl yearly, 
Tim buildings are of brick, and form a small quadrangle, with a 
cloister surrounding the inner court : the Vhupvl^ which measures 
tiftysix tect by twenty-six, Is dedicated to the Holy Trinity, and 
contains a monument, by Stone, (for executing which, that artist was 
paid 500’. i) in memory’ of Henky, Earl of Northanqdon, the 
founder td liie College. 'lhi§ was icinoved, with the body ot the 
Earl, from the Cl aj <d at Dover Ciibtle, wheie it had ongiimlly 
beep pul up. On*the tomb, lieneatU a canopy supported by eight 
arches on ^(pune [nllars, is « bhuk sareophagus; and above the ca- 
no| y, the figure ot tl e Earl,* kneeling, with Ins biMKis raised m 
I lityer, ;u <i ids tody in dose armour; over which are the robes of 
the Gnrter. At the west end of the toinb» aie the arms ot the 
Howarvk^, qimrleru»g Biotheiton, Warren, and &li>wbi^y ; at each 

coruetr 


^ Lv9Qti»’ E'wiroas, IV. 484^ 
f AnecdP’ H. 



comer is a statue of a Oardhml Virtue; and at the sides, are 
soriptioas, m latiu, cimmei'atii;i^ the titles and cluiriites of ibe 
Eatl ; lie died iu January, lQl4. This iiionuinent, llnnigh n ix>ught 
by one so celebrated for /ins excellence in monumental sculpture, 
is a veiy^|ieH\y, tasteless oomjiosiiion, and if really designed, as 
W€ll H9 executed, b\ Storie, evinces that his ahiliiies must ha%'e 
boRiti^eyy ttn€<|ual ; it is probable, however, that his genius w^as re- 
striet^rby tlie directions given him by his employers. In the east 
window oflfiiH Clnipd, is a painting, on glass, of Ihe Crucifixion; 
and also some coals of arms, exliibitiug the early alliances of the 
Howard family, HehiiKl (he Hospital, is a large L-icheii-gardcii, 
of about ail acre and a half; tne produce of which, after supply- 
ing the inmates, is sold, and the profits are divided among them. 

Several Schools have Ifceu estaljlislicd al Ciietmwich, for the 
education of tlie children of the poor, 'i’he 6'rcy Coat School ^ in 
which sixty boys are now clothed and <*(lucalcd, was founded by a 
becpiost from Mr, John Roan, wim, in Id*; !, gave the reversion of 
all Im laud aiid houses in (df euwieb, to liustces, for that purpose: 
the auiiua) jwroduce ot his eudowineutb is now about 300h and 
other beucfactioiiii Imve since been made, to the value of about 
2Ql. yearly. The Green Coat Scimd was tbuuded and cudotved 
by Sir William lloremuu, in the year lb? 2, for twenty boys, who 
are to be dot lied, and histructetl in ruing, accounts, and uavigtt- 
tiou. Tins Scliool is under the direction of the Drajiers' Com- 
pany; who, when the iiccoimt of charitable donations w as collected 
by order o(‘ the House of Commons, retunuid the revenues as 
md^noien; its present income is sii}>|K>vS<*d to be above 3001, A 
nevN St hool-l louse was built for the hoys, alxml twenty years ago. 
Another School, for the education and clothing of girls, was iiivSti- 
tuted here about Ihe year 17^0, tftul is supjiortcd by an aunual 
subscription troni the hidies, aided by u collection at a eburity 
sermon: the number of girls is couttuudlly varying, ^^arious smalt 
beuelactious lia\e been lUiiUe for the |K>or of tins pausli, l»y difler- 
uit persons, 

^ III the year 1567, two Biirge^scs were returned to Rarliamcut 
ildiabltmits of this town; But this was the only time ol their 
K k 1* cxercbiiJg 
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excrcisbig that right. The Amtm ii’ere held here m the iSrst; 
fourth^ aad fifth jears of Qoeeii Bliicabeth. Green#kii iiOf heen 
the reeidence of many noble and Uteiar}' characters. William 
Conrtenayj Earl of Devonshire, resided hcie alter his release from 
prison, by Henry Ihc Eighth, till his death, m 15K*; Bbliop Gas- 
trell lived heie before his promotion to the See ot Cbesler, in 
1714; the brave Sn John Lawson, the scomge of the Dulch|^died 
at Greenwich, of the wounds vvhiih he had received in the great 
sea-fight with the Dutch fleet, in Ma\, iOhj. the laUer dajsof 
Sir John Lcdke, wlio was biuied at Stepney, jii 17CO, wer<‘ pa^^sed 
liere, in a villa which he iiad built Ibi liis own resaleiKe, anil Dr, 
Johnson had lodgings in Chuuli Stieel, in I7d7, when ho com- 
posed a gieat pail ol ins iieiie as he walked tii the Paik. 

On the liver side, pist below Noiloik College, is the spar Ions 
Ir^n ^Vhatf m\v Lt longing to Millington and Co bur toimeil^ to 
the Craw lev*^, to wliuli the vauous articles inanntaduied at llieii 
immense Iron \Voilv> at ^waIwtll, Winlatoii, W mlaton Mill, and 
othei places on the banks id the Deiwimt, in Durham, are foi- 
warded for the converneme of the home tiade, Kc. Some few 
hands are ai&o cniplo;^ed heic, for the piiijiOse of nipplving such 
goods as may be wanted in greater haste than they could bi' 
brought fioni their manufactories in the Noitb, 

Gieenwiiii was the landing-place of the Piinms Augusta oi 
Sint (loilia, the mother of liis present Majestj , and the first in- 
ten lew bet wen that Lady ami Fjederie, Pi nice ot ^ales lie^ des- 
tined iiusband, took place in the balcony of the Hangers Lodge, 
fionimg the Paik, Her Boyal Highness the present Pi nicss of 
Widen, also landed 4jerc, previous to her marriage. But \lu mo^t 
meniorable event ot this description, was the lauiling <d xlw uinains 
of the * nvcil-TOBE^AMEK*l‘RD'ISELS0N, who gnatU Uii lu 
the Battle off Tra^ffir, on the twenty-first of Oitolnj, iS05, 
His body was brojHfflo England, and being decieed a public fu- 
neral, was ordjfln be lakl in state in the Hall at (iieeiiwich 
Hospital, vrhe||H&mg three days, the filth, sixth, and seventh of 
January, thdjW of his honoit*<i bier tfretv loith tlie teart-felt 
iigb fiooi sfjBliHCPse toultitude of iiis ifouofj^jeUi, 
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eightli of January, the Body was tonv<ycd, in a soUmn pioression 
by to e Adniitalty, preparatory to its luteimnit in St* 

Paafs Tathodral v\lHre, on the follow mg day, it was dtposited 
with every so’emiuty and attention m the power of a grateful Na* 
lion to bestow* Several Princes of the Blood Rojal, the thief 
Officers of '^tate, and a great lumbtx of Fulatts, Noluiit}, >(a\al 
OfBcers, Ac. aaompamed tin proctsMon tioni ihe \(l ♦ iialt\ , to- 
gether wuh a military foice of maily 8000 men. The icinaiiis of 
tilt immortal iSelsoii Imnselt, wtie tarried to tlie C itheilial on a 
spUndid flint ral tar, wimli wa> a^ttmanls puseated hv tht Loid 
( hamberiain nhe 1 ul of Dartuiotith lo (JHtnw . \ Hospital; 
<Mluie tort mam i i itrinaMcnl n tmoi al ol the giutilude a 
j i m rous nation is i \ t i wihmg to si o\s to tho^t 1 not s ^\ho ha\e 
lalitn glonoiisK m ilsnival senue.” lU*iiU is no \ phutd m 
IIk upper part of the (iitat Hall.** Hie 

Ira following veJ^ ipjinpi f t c rliiKtcr of 

JSii on. wcLk gwtn in i pen* disril |il «. i i < I t «. , afrci a full 

LiM r pin n ( t his 1 u i , 8.r, 

* i bus lirts ditd, ana ilus ficn 1 a b wub the ttirsof a naiirn 
i tht bti (I liiii btntfattor, i M tN uu'y car own, as truly 
1 {Tstd in u t cl 1 u rc-tiii c me uld of b indi mi rue, is h is < \ t r d jji tied 
xUi most j^oldcn pi' it < a i v in, tt nit i t w is a 

pimcipU, -intlijif a pi i i, ii tU e ua sch c , cl ci st d jv nuural 
hiuour, inf mud ami at m itcd li> piu ^ ct , aui ibus, b) i r-irt unten 
ff I ui mint ind ic tattnicrpnc, u dtttd it ccpiclntlt } ti s f 
the un < a man, \cb m cxilttd nu ru \ is onl) cquiil dbs bis itri it 
iftgstmplicitv, asimphcuv so without am \ It picraic, am cxui al 
apj u«|atue ol i) e neghty v< ul \ uhin, u at tlu Ifc'i ) v *1 umnjwn till 
u<.n m his atn*, and tlun, bv hu ureqi ilkd mock i , ^Jcirua kikwh as 
''Uch to alb but unknown to hi nsulf •Vi ^i iv ib Ik vtt warning 
to compkto the full meaniri of i ct knee wan wl ah the best of 
our poets iuve esu arrayed tint in d n ,e ol their im^nntion, vw 
pttjtcf LngUJi iltio, he had a , f i, w lin pa.t> tc]ipl to I is saloiS, 
cormdcnng himstif, in ius be sun e s«< >, as in humble maiumentof 
lav Cb)d, he imputeel the uhoV ol lu$ suevc ss to ti e protectmj; h md of 
and that Prmidencts m rctuin, rcmcmbenng ban .n ibe 
anti iti the Iwut of dcatu, ndotted him a death in \ ttoiy* 
namo amongst me dukudvtsof then eoun’ yd* 
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Tlie population of Creenwidi, as returned under Hie late Aef, 
Iras 1^339; of this number, 7,323 were msdci, and 7,016* fe* 
Kjales: tiie number of bouses was 2,121 ; many of tbe latter are 
iiandsonie buildings. Tbe streets are irregular; and the whole 
town is inlcrserted by tbe Hospital, and ds preiiucts* Tbe cou^ 
rerns of the ‘ Chai ut Ch ukam' are now managed by the OiEcers 
of (Jreenwicl) Hospital, in a new building, erected for tbe 
p^>se, near the western entrance of Uie latter fabric^ during ttie last 
and present year. *• 

Gieenwicb bus been the birth-place of :>evrial illustrious per- 
sona«e% of whom, the three prbripal were, Ukn ky i he THiriiTH, 
and his tao daughter-,, Queen MA«Y, aad Qi ev.n EniZAitETH/ 
The lives of tbiv^ So\cicigns aie $o latimately mtei woven with the 
itistory of Great Br tain, that no su count of them, snthcienlly satis- 
factory, could be inM'ind vvilliiii any limits tlial might be assigned 
for tbe puipo^ in the pages oi ibis work. Ihe ccnluiy in which 
they lived, was one ol the most ineiiiorable that has been letorded 
in the annals ol this tountjy. The overbtarmg i>ower of the no- 
bility was eflectualiy biokeii by the nieasuies pursued by Henry 
tbe Seventh; and that ol the Roman Pontid, and of llie Catholic 
hierarchy, was as completely dissolved by bis successor, Henry tbe 
Eighth, 'riiese events, whether geneiated by policy, pride, or 
passion, liud a great influence ui nielioruliiig the condition of the 
comiuou people ; w hilt* the final eslabiishment of the Protestant 
religion, winch (ommcncing its progress under Heniy the Eighth, 
bad been promoted by Anne Boieyn, strenglhemd by Edward tbe 
Sixth, o[)po&ed by Queen ftlary, and evenlualiy coojfolidated by 
Queen Eli/abcth, had an equally iiappy eiferl in removing the su-^ 
peistitious gloom that bud for ages been interposed between the 
creature and the Creator; Ixstweeu man and bis (i(k 1. Many, 
indeed, are the advantages which resulted to the nation from the 
sovei^eignty of the House ol Tudor;, though it cannot be denied, 
that the reins of empire were at times ujiheld by too strong, too 
tyranmcult too bloodv^^ a iumd. Tbe implacable dis]}osilion of 

For the datH'W iheir birtlis, seepages 471* a>td 



KEKT. 


5 ii 

llcttry the Eighth, was Mrongly apparent in the actions botli of 
Jlary and Elieubeth; but in the hitler, the latent sj)aiks of cruelty 
were prevented iVoui kiiulling into a flame, by the more mild he* 
Ik^tn which sjie had been educated. The stern character of the 
llomish faith, made Mary a j>cisecutor, Elizabeth, by the riatural 
violence of her temper, was frerjuently im|M‘lle<! to similar con- 
duit; but, foilmiatel} for the country, her riiigion was huiiiane. 
Henry had a great i'ondness tor magnificence uud pomp ; and iu 
tliis, too, Erual>eth uihcrile<i Ins feelujgs; as she also appears to 
havtrdone, Jiis })redilection for the Navv, which, <lurii)g their re- 
speclice reigirs, began to assume luat disliiiouished pie-eminence 
over oUwT nations, wlnclr is now m the \cj v height and zenith of 
its glory. In domestic liie, IJem) was a sanguinary lyranr; tlie 
op|K>silioti of the ( ourt of Home, to las diviuce fiom Catheiiue 
of Arragou, tlie necessity of which he seems to iiave been cou- 
\inced of, by real conscientious principles,'' souied tlie more gene- 
rous feelings of his heart; and ho became elooun, moiose, obdu- 
rate, and cruel, IVo of Uk partners ot his bed lutd liirone, 
pcurisluHl on the scafibld; and a thinif was only presc'r\ed by lier 
exeuiplury prudence, from undergoing the same ihte, Mary, who, 
after her acressiem to the crown, imirricd Philip the Second, of 
.Spain, was uutorluuale in the return made to her affection ; and 
the neglect of her husband, combining with the loss of Calais, 
and, peiiia{> 5 , with lite universal detestation uhicb her burnings 
and tortures had excited, died of a broken heart. I'he ch ath of 
rJizabclb was similar: in an evil Imur, slie had ordered the execu- 
tion of her im}iertoiis favorite, Essex, ami liom that moment, peace 
fled her pillow ; and tliougli the cares of b1ate,*and the appioaches 
of old age, might undoubtedly unite lo distuih the hoius of her 

repose, 

^ See the lotroducftoe prefixed to the ‘ Love Letters from King 
Brnry VIII. to Anne Bokjyn/ in die Sclecrioa from the iiarieiaa Mih- 
c^Jkny, p, 

t Cathttto l^rr t a very \>cawtiful pottrait of this Queen, colored 
lantf'gtlt hi Wtat^Oii of the original, has been recently pubiishecl, in the 
' Pal;vce.' 



fepose* yet the bUfemtrfls of soul whidi she encouraged after that 
event, must be adniitted as the pHncipal cause of her decease: she 
died III March, 1603, at Windsor, in the seveatioti) year of her 
age: Mary, her hatf-sister, died in November, 153S, in Jhar forty, 
fourth year; and Henry, their joint lather, died iuJaauarj, IJI 7 , 
aged fifty years, and seven mouths. 

Adjoining to Greenwich, on the south, is BLACJKIIEATH, wlfich 
is partly situated 111 this Parisii, and partly in the Parisbts of Lew^L- 
sham and Charlton. Its name is, by some, supposed to have been 
derived irom the appearance ot the soil, and by others, fioin its 
bleak situation. Tne IVutltn^ Street kd across this heath, in iK 
coarse from London to Dover; andtanou' Roman antiquities base 
been lound hcie, partuulaily on the sale neuest to Giefiiunh. 
At a small distance tiom the comer ol the hedge upon the light, 
says Mr. Hasted, where the load to Doter, and that to Lee, pait^, 
are remains of three liunou^, m one of w huh, some lioiies have 
been found. In I7l^\ there were dug up heie 41 great many Ihns, 
and among tiicni, two oi an unusual foun, the one globular, tlie 
other eyhudneaU both ot a fine re<l cluj. llu* cylindrical one 
was about eighteen inches in length, and contained a gieat quanti- 
ty of ashes, and also six or seven coins, much obliterated ; hut on 
two of tlieni, the names of the Emperors dauthus, and GalUaius, 
could be distinguished. The globular urn was about six feel, three 
inches, in ciicumference, in Its widest part ; and contained ashes : 
below the rim, at the mouth, weie the words M VRCUS ALRE- 
LIUS iiii. rudely scratched/ A GUm Grnisakomeiilioned, by 
Dr. Plot, to have been found on this beatli, in a bed of hard 
gravel. * 

The encampment of the Danes on Blacktieath, has been already 
mentiooed ;t and it has oflen, since their times, been the station 
of a miiitaiy force. W'at Tyler, Jack Straw, andtheirasso* 

ciates, were encamped ii|K>n Blackhealh : Jack Cade, the counterfeit 
Mortimer, twice occ#ied the same station^ in 1450. On the twenty- 

third 

01A, of Kent, VoJ. L p. 375, Sve. Edif^ 
t See befiire under Oreenwkh;i p* 
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third of February, 3 1*51, (JheKiiigw^wmefonBlatkbeath, by a great 
number oi‘ Cade's deluded followers, m their shirt wtio humbh 
on tboir knees, craved for pardon."* In 1152, Iluirv SKih 
pitched liH tent upon Blackheatli, when he uas piepariug to s\rL- 
stand the iorc<;s of the Duke of \ork, ufler%'ards I>lvvai<S llit, 
rcMirth.f In 1171. the Bastind ral'^onbrnl^.e nKantpcd IIkk 
with Ins arm\4 In the year 1 . i ord Vu<lie\, ainl tin C >im>k 
rebels, pitched their tents u|nn liLukfiettii. v in le tins itcd 
the annul <d* Henry the Seientii, 1 1 i Jinn. A battle r isned 
on the twenty-second of July, tie n ’ h eiie ovcillironis and 
tinir linefs taken, and exenetd ^ < K ol * n I Josepff- 

tent, one of the iingleaders, vi In m i* n Lunbaid nroh ]j. 
IViuntbuiation, it was (ommoni » d’ il t ^aith^roi Joseph 
having been, by trade, a blaikMtaih | 

“■ Blackheatli has been the sctin also of M<uin] hil *on% 

ntd ceiemoMial meetings, utteiuhd \ iin in nh 'lacminl pa^^Mnliy. 
Ileie, in 1100, Henry the rouitli, with y/eat p t»«^da and itMgm- 
fnence, uni the Einperot of Constantmoph M inin t ^eoloirns,) 
whtn he aimed in England to sokit a^ »st rn< tKjrtind Bata/ct, 
Emperor ot tlie Tiuks.lf Here, on tin tw< atv third of November, 
It* Jo, the Mayor and Aldermen ot Loudon, with 1 00 citizens, 
liothed in scailet, with nd and white hoods met thnr vKtoxious 
Monauh returning trom the field of Agim out t.*'* licie, itt 1 JH()\ 
the tiiiAUs met the Emperor Sigismund, who came to mediate a 
ftcace between riance and England, condurtmghimhenre to Lam- 
beth, where he was met by the King H In 1 tj L the citizens met 
Edward (he rointh, on Blackheith, a^ he returned fiomFi nice ft 
In 15I9> *a solemn Embassy, consisting of ihe^Adnuml of France, 
the Bishop ot Fans, and others, suth UUO peisons lu tlnu train, 

was 


^ Stow, p. <Jt8. i Ibid I o. Libr p. 20J, 

t HojUnihed, Vok III. p. U90. § Siowti Aiinab, 4to. p. 802. 

LAmbttd'% FetatnbviAaVwv), p. d V . U HoUwsbeti , V o\. Ill p. b 
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was ra^t by the Lord Admiml of En«:kiu!, alluded by a numeroii- 
retinue.^ Tfie same year, Cardinal Campents, beingf sent, fn the 
Pope, into England, as hK Legate, svas retened upon this Heath, 
b\ tlio Duke of Noitolk, and a great number of prelates, knight'*, 
and gentlemen, uho (ondurted hnii to a lieh tcnlcf tloth of gold; 
then ho arrayed himself in hi^ Caidinars lobes, and rode theme m 
imnh state to J^mdoa.t \ sfiH more niagnifirent pioeession, »as 
that uhuli appeared upon Blackhealh, at the nutting between 
Henry the Eighth and the Lady Anne of Cleves, onMie thud of 
Jannarv, 1 S iO, 1 . 

The Cfironides tel! us, that she came down Shooter's Hi!?, 
at twehe oVlock, and alighted at a tent of cloth of gold, prepared 
on the heath foi lui lueiaion. The King having notice of her 
anival, went through the Park to meet her, attended by most of 
the Nobil ly, the Ibsho|>s, the Iktalds, the loretgn AmbaWdors, 
&c. The piowsMon fioin the lieaih to (ireenwuh Palace, was at- 
tended bv those in the King's and the Pi iiu ess's (rain, being in 
number (>00, by 1200 citi/ens, and others, clad m velvet, with 
chains ot gold, by most of tire i* male nobility, and a great num- 
ber of ladits All the <*ity barges weie oiithcwatei, mai the 
Palace; and the proccssKm was saluted with peals of aitilh ry troin 
the tower in tlie Paik The marriage rtiemonv was petioimcd in 
the Chapd at Greenwich/J In Apiil and May, 1 )S5, the 
city militia, to tlie mimbti of 1* or oOOO, inustered lielore the 
Queen, at Giecnwicli, compkiely armed, foi si\ or eight days: 
during this period they cutaniped on the faeath*§ “ On the fiist 
of May, 164-5, ^ Col. Blunt, to please the Kentish people, who 
were fond of old cieauniH, paitiiulaily May games, drew oat two 
regiments of foot, and excuisui tlnui on Blackheirth, rcpiesenting 
a mock fight between the ^a^aheIsalKl Kounciheads. Hie peo- 
ple,' says tire vvntci of the Diuinal, whence* this extract is takeii^ 

^ were as much pleased as il they had gone a niaying/' 

Witlim 

^ Holm htd, \oI. HI p, 8 lit* 
t f^iddcs*$ Life ol VVobc j, p li>a. Edit* 

I Holiwhed, Vo), m. p. m9-950. 5 fetr>peS|%ir#l| t P*'?- 
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Witlan Ae laft thirty ffir forty year?, Blarkheath ha? hcen con- 
swleiUtbly eofltiadied in e*t<nt, by the erection of bouses, scTCral 
of whicii arc now the itaidenee <>f,respcctable families. The semi- 
nintjar ran^, called the hura^on, and one or tno of the man- 
sions in South Place, which needy adjoins it, on the south part ot 
the lieafh, are handsome bn^ edifices, tastefully onmnieuted 
!>y ^tonnades. I’besc fnitidb^ occajiy a pait of tlio e^^rate chilled 
WttiCitliitiMAESffy and fiirmeriy belonged to Sir Gregory Page, 
Bait, who |/tircha$ed it about the year 1721, after the deatii of 
Hie widow of Sir John Mordeti, Bari, the founder of Moiden 
College, by whom it bad prcvi<m<«!y been |>ossesj»ed. Sir Grego- 
ly, having pulled down the old mansion, elected a very niagtiifi- 
cent strueture of brick, faced with sfotjo, and consisting of a cen- 
tre, aud fw'O wings, united by a colonnade. The whole is said f« 
have been coni|ileled in one ys?ar, by James, the arc hiioct : flic 
mternal decoratioiis corresponded with the grcindem of the exterioi, 
and a fine collection of paintings, In the old masters, stiU tutilier 
di6)>la}ed the lifwtid spirit of the owner, who d e 1 in 1773, having 
hec|ucathed this mansion and estate to great-nephew, Sir Gr<*- 
gory XuriHT, Bart, in tail male. Tliis geutlemun assumed iJic 
name of Page; and in 178 1» obtained mi Act of Parliament to 
enable him to ahennte. Under this vV( t he sold iVt ick U smm sh 
House avd Vaik toJohnCator. Esq. of Bet keahani Place, lu the 
\car 1781, for the sum of Tonr years aiteruaids, 

this gentleman sold the bouse, hy am lion, in lots, to he taken 
down; jt*t a giTat part of the walla now* staiuling in rums, * a 
iuelaucholy monument of Us former grui^dc nr.* 

At a short dislaiicc fiom the Paragt^ »*, on is MOfinEN 

COLLEGE, so uumeii from its toiunkn, Hir Jol.u Mordtn, Bart* 
an affiuent Turkey lucrchant, who ♦had bcui settled at /\Iep}M>; 
ond, 0ii«his retuiti, erected this Ttuu lure, toj the reteption ot de- 
cayed tnercfaauts. When the buildings weie compltled, (anno 
*%5,) beplacetlin them twelve decaytd I'm key merelumts; and 
on Iris dentil, in September, 1/08, was buucd m the ClvaiKk By 


^ Hasted** Kent, Vok L p* 4eB 



lii^ will, dated in 1702, and a &ubi>eqwMit codicil, he endowed Iiis 
College with the reve»‘sk)n, after his l#ady*8 decea<ie, of various 
estates, the anmial rental of which i$ oow ahoirt l 600 h l^dy 
Morden, hixiing her income inadequate for her $u{>}>ort, was ob» 
liged to ]e<hn^^ the number of tnerchants, maintained on her has* 
baiur^ (luirity, to bnir. On in the u hole estate 

fell to the Collt‘ge; and the nutobWwas ag^tin increased, and Ins 
^inre been fixe<l at thiity. The IPOnsiom'rs mast bc upwartls of 
fifty ^eurs of ai^e, and either bachelors or widower** thoaftou 
ance of each, is torty ^liillings i>er month, lotfflhcr with eoah, 
candles, uablitnir, nieflinnes. Tlicrt* is abo a Treasurer and 
Chaplain; the foimei ol whom, h«is a Hulary ofMd. and the fat- 
ter, of 60l per aufium. The uianagenicnt o< the College is vested 
in seven Trustee^ ot the Company of Turley Merchants; but m 
case of the fiiiliue of that IjckK, provision was made by the 
Founder, that the Trustee^ should In* chosen out of the East In- 
dia Company- The Colh*ge is of bric k, with stone < (mih uml rui 
nkcs; it forms a spa<ious qnadi4iii*Ie, Imvmg a piazza surroundnvy 
the inclosed area, ih er tin* entraiice are fultdength statues oi' n 
JfOHV and Eai>Y MoitlHdN; and in the Hall, aie their poUraifs 
together with that of Qi'EKN ANNE: ui the Chajw l aie (he al^J^ 
of the Founder, and his Ijidy; and a record ot heuehu lions that 
have been made to the (^ollige since its original eiidowinent, irnd 
which amount to nearly M)00i. The A\z. Mo^f\ B'outUf authoi 
of ^ Piscatory Eclogues,’ * \il-Bedevilkd/ and other pieces, w 
a Chaplain to this College, and was buried here, at the a"'* of 
cighty-two, ill Sej>teniher, 1787. The iimnor-farm ot Otn-Coi nr, 
which IS siipposw^ to have been the original bile of tlie Manor ot 
Greenwich, ^ was one of the estates bequeathed to thib foundation 
by Sir John Morden; who having {mrcha&ed tlie unexpired tenii 
of d lease of it from th^eirs of Sir William Borenum, in lby9, pto- 
cured, in the same >10^, a grant from the Croip, of the perpetuity. 

Oti that partJl^fiickhcnth, immediately adjoining to the west 
ittde of Greenwii^ Park, are several respectable Villas^ one of 

which, 


^ Ljripnf Environs^ Vo!, IV. p. 468 j andlla»ted'*K^# 



which, an irregular brick buihliag, wiiiteoed over, is uow the re^ 
sidenee <rf*fier Royal Ili^linebS the Frmcess of Wales* Tliis house 
had! been previously iuliabitecl by the Duke of Buccleugh, aud be* 
fore that, by the late D»iKc of Montagu, from whom the space in- 
cluded fietuveett a double row of trees, and the several mansions on 
this sjM>t, has obtained tlie name of Montagu Wa)k\ The Priu- 
ie$f has recently enlarged lier Httie demesne by uniting with it a 
few acres, infused from the Park. 

Nearly adjacent is Ciiksteufield Ilousx^, whidt is held under 
the Crown, by a lease granted, in to Nichoia- Mer- 
chant: the asMgnniewt was purd jtM ii, in 1753, by Philip, the late 
Earl of Chestertkld, who enlarged the building, and erected a gal- 
lery, measuring seventy feet by twenty, with a bow in the centre, 
extending ten feet more, llis successor, the present Earl, assign* 
t;d it to Richard llulse, Esq. in 17B2; and to him, about two 
years affenvards, a leuewal of the lease was granted by the 
Crown^ fi>r sevenlctn years,, to take place from 1816' since the 
decease of tbii) gentleman, duilng the last year, the premises Itjive 
becni sold. Mr. Uube formed a valualile collection of pictures 
Iwre, by the old masters ; and had also a few good portraits ; 
among them, were Philip, seventh Earl of Pembroke^ by Van- 
<!yck; and Sir Johjn Coke, Secietary of State to Charles the 
First, by Cor. Jansen. 

Anotlier of these Villas was formerly inhabited by Major- 
General Edward Wolfe, and occasionally by his son, the gallant 
conqueror of Quebec, but is now the residence of the Hon. 
Mr. Xyttekou, wJio has lately enlarged, and coiysiderably iniprov- 
cd it. 

Severid otlier Villas, inhabited ,bv respectable femilies, are 
situated on the op{M>site part of Bhicklieath, towards Lee and 
Lewisham, some of whkli are on the estate of the Earl of Dart- 
moiitli, whose nmnsion here, called Dartmouth House, is now 
occupied bj Stmoo Eraser,, Esq. a Director of the East India Com* 
i hi Ijnrdship hirnself having removed to another house at 
VoL, VH> Sept^ IS 06 . * L I ‘^hort 

Ly$oa$* Envirom, Vol IV. 
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motbtr, late Dovnigi^ Coua^esa of In 

fothe EarFs garden, in tlie )im 1803» at alnat otio foot below the 
gmvel, which here tbrnis the natural suriStee of tiie heOtlh several 
Roman Umt wrra fwind, an account of whkh was cemroiuucatcd 
% bis ]Lerchibi|> t«y tlra Society of Antiquaries; am) the nnw were 
IpKiiented to the British Museum." Another of diese Villas, c^led 
HottYoKEDGE House, is occupied by the Hon. £4waw) Legge, 
(brotlicr to the Earl of Dartmouth,) LL. D. Dean of Windsor, 
and Itegistrar of the Order of the Omter. 

About midway up the lull lea^g from Dr^tifetd tolSaeklieatb, 
and between two and three hundred yards from tlie main road, on 
the north side, a singular Excatation, or CA^XRN, was disco- 
vered about the }edr 1780, iii laving tlie foundations of a bouse. 
The entrance is on the side of the bill, by a flight of steps de- 
scending about fifty feet, this leads mto a range of seven ityegular 
chandlers, or apartments, cut out of a stratum of solid dudk, and 
communicating with each otlier by smaller avenues. The roof in 
two of these ciiamben has fallen in, probably from the chalk hav- 
ing been left tao weak to sufqioit the sand which forms the imme- 
diate super-stiatum^ and whkh bnvi^ partly fallen wHb each root, 
h^s left a kind of dome over both chambers of considerable 
height. All the apartments vary in extent ; but tlie general men- 
snrement may, perhaps, be stated at from twelve, or fifteen, to 
thirty-six or fort} feet, both in length and width. In the furthermost 
chamber is a Well, taeiity-scven feet deep, wlifch formerly sup- 
{died very fine water, but has greatly altered in taste since the 
puKing down of a new pump within the last twelvemonth. 
The extreme dqpth of the Iqwer part of tliis Casera from the sur- 
foce of the ground, is supposed to b^ about 170 feet; and its 
length, from the eidiance, is nearly the same. From the Well at 
the extremity of this singular EscavatioiH it seems probable, that 
it has at some tUstaiit fieiiod been osed for the pmpose of con- 
cealment. 

Th* 
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The Otapet obtiioed the pits on Biacklieatli, and consisting 
of smooth even pebbles^ is much in ri^pute /or malcitig gardcn^walks, 
mi targf qnanlities are dug b^re anUuaHy* 

On^'^AtZE^ or Maze Hill Just without the walls of Green* 
wich Park, oti the east side, is an irregular Castellated sttuctine, 
of brick, 'ttiat was erected b) Sir John Vanbrugh, and purchased 
of tis wi4oWby Und Tv raw lev, who, after residing there seve* 
ral yeata, aoM it to Chaile^ Brett, Ksq. of whom it bought 
b> Henry Goodwjii, Esq- its latt owner; it is now inliabited by 
— * Halfoid, Esq. this bufiding commaiuK some fine views of 
the reaches of (be river Tliames Af a little (iistance, are Van- 
BKUOlfs Fields, where, in an elevated situation, is a house, of 
a similar character, and by the SiUiie architect, called the CastLE, 
At each extremity of the south oi priiinpal front, is a round tower, 
riHUig to the roofi and in tfie centre of the back front k another, 
projecting from the body of the building. This is now occupied 
by the relkt of llic late William Webber, Esq. 

Tlic Manor of EAyr COMBE passed for several centuries with 
the Manor of Greenwich, and, in l6l3> was settled on Anne of 
Denmark, for her life. It was afterwards leased out by the Crown, 
and passed through several famiUcs, till, in 1691 , the assignment 
was conveyed to the Sandersons, who had the lease several times 
renewed, and resided at East-Combe House, which is now oc- 
tupied by Henry Goodwyn, Esq, an eminent brewer of London. 

Between East-Combe and West-Combe, is WOODLA^vDS, 
the beautiftil seat of John Julius Angerstein, Esq. who laid out the 
grounds, and erected the tnans^, ^about thc^year 17?^- The 
trout of the binlding dqpbQPs m|UKbomc portico, willi statues 
and basso-rcUevos at the sides: tli^iterior is very tasteftdiy fitted 
up, and coutams a small but weli-chosen collection of pictures* 
Among them ts tire eelebrfitcd portrait, by Sir Joshua Reynold$, 
of Oaebicii betted Trajjjpdy and Comedy;* the rcaas^and aBoy 
piping, by the samearthfli a beauHfel landscape, by Cuyp, and afine 

LI 2 painting 


Thtie pictures cost |;umea# each. 





painting of RunKNfi*, by Vmidydi. Tlio gtonmis itro extreme ry 
pleasant; the of the River, aiwi of tlie adgacenl imts of Es* 
s»ex and Kent, are \^ry tine. The Botanic Gm^4en has been re- 
ef ntly improved by the erection of a new greendionse, A?c, it now 
cootains one of the must extensive collections of enrious plant*^^ 
anci heaths, in the kingdonu 

Tlie Manor of WEST-COMBE nas formerly appendant to^hc 
Church of Westminster, but is supposed to have come to the 
Crown by cxcliaiige. Ricliard the Seconil granted it to his grand 
butler, Robert Balhird, mIiosc <lcsceiidaiit, Nicholas Ballard, alic- 
nated it, about the jear 15.V', to John Launhard, Esq, Alderman of 
London, liis son, Willi vm Lamrard, the Scholar of Nowell, 
and the friend of CaiiKlcn, inherited West-Comhe, and made it hi^ 
chief residence. Here iilso he appears to have arranged the ma- 
terials for liis * PeraiiilHihition of Kent f and most probably com 
posed a gieat part of his other works; the principal of ulmh 
are a translation of the Saxon Laws, intituled , 

Treatises on the Office of Justice of the Peace; and on the 
Duties of Constables, Borsholders, Tythiiig-mew, Ajc, jinhcn^n, 
or H Discourse on the High Courts of Justfce; Vandma Hofu- 
lorum, or an Account of die Recor<l$ in the Tower; ami ma- 
terials for aCSeiieral Histoxy of EnglWi Antiquities, published vAuh i 
the title ot Dictiomrium Atis^Iut Topo^ruphienm t) UtUoTif hh « 
His kaniing procured him the trieiidship of most of llie gicat im ij 
of iii$ day: in 1579 he was appointed a JusUcc of tlie Pea<e loi 
this county, by the special order of the Loul Chancellor Bromic^ 
in 1592 , he was constituted a Master in Cbanceiy, by the Loo! 
Keeper, Sir John Puckering; and by his successor, Sir 
Egerton, he was made Kee|ier%f the Rolls, in Chancery Laue, in 
1597 : in this office be obtained the particular notice of the Queen, 
who, ill 1500, appointed him Ke^ of the RoUs m the T\iwck 
H e died at West-Combe in the flowing year, and was buried at 
Greenwich. His great grandson, Itiotitas Latitbardt JE»q. was a 
aeaious Royaikt; and hemg obliged to pay a |ieav^ composition 
for his estates in iffta, sold ihb Matxor about that time to Hugh 
Fonli, who conv<^yed it to the Biddtdph> Baris, from wiiosc^ 
it was purchased, about the year 17 by Sir Gregory B«ri 

1 wllOv 
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whose nepitew. Sir G, P. Tumor, Bart, is now owner. Tlie old 
House in West^Combe I*ark, was taken down by Captain 
<»a{frKius Waipole, younger brother of Sir Robert Walpole, to 
VI horn n lung lease of the estate had been granted by Sir G. Page, 
and who erected the present Mansion at a little distance from the 
•old site. The lease came afterwards into the possession of Charles, 
tJnrd Duke of Bolton, who lesided here several years with the ce- 
iebrateil Pvarhumr afterwaids Duchess of Bolton; on whose 
decease, in 1^60, West-( ofiil»<* Park became tlie property of her 
NOii, the Rc\. Mr. Poulett, but h.*s since been occupied by various 
tenants. The House commands sviin ‘ fine prospect s the design 
of llic building has tieen altribnicil to the hue Earl of Pembroke. 

CIIARJLTON, called Cerlctonc iii the Domesday Book, and 
ikorh iontp in other ancient records, from Ccurk^ the Saxon term 
ibr a husbandman, is a small yet pleasant and resf>eclahle village, 
situated nearly midway between Greenwich and \\ooIwi<h. In 
the reign of Edward the Confessor, it was lield by two brothers, 
named Gcalwin and Alward; but after the Conquest, it was given 
to Odo, Bishop of iiakux, of wiiom it was held by William Fit 2 * 
Oger, Robert Bloet, Bishop of Lincoln, mid Cliancellor to Wil- 
liam Rufus, who subsecjnently obtained possession, granted it to 
the Prior and Monks of Bermondscfy, in Surrey, some time Ijet'ivecn 
the years lpS'2 and IO 90 ; and it conliaued attaclied to that Mo* 
niistcry till the perimi of the Dissolution. Queen Mary gave it 
to Sir Tlionias White, and others; but it having again become 
vested in the Crown, James Uie First, in 1604, granted it in fee to 
John, Earl of Mar, who, about tw^o years afterwards, sold it to Sir 
James Erskiiie for 20001. In the following yefir, 1007, Sir James 
sold it for 45(K)!, to Sir Admxi Newton, w ho erected (he Manor- 
House which is now standit^, His*son, Sir Henry, who assumed 
the name of Puckering, alienated it, in 1 6 .>y, to Sir William Ducie, 
afterwards Knight of the Bath, and Lord Viscount Downe, who 
died here in tlie year 16'79. H bas since passed through various 
fentffies, by purchase and descent, to Dame Jane Wilson, witlow^ of 
fbe^te<i^aI§iK T homas SpeKcek Wilson, Bait, (whodied 
tpd liea l^tfiied in Cimrltou Chtin li,) with remainder to her 
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A market^ and a three days' annual were formerly 
held at Cbarltoti, under a grant from Henry the Third to the 
Monks of Bermondsey: Phili|fN>tt, whowmt0 fn mentions 
the former, as not long «nce discoiitmuedf* but theftir/’ he 
continues, ** is not disuse<l, but kept yearly, upois St. Ltfte's day, 
-and called Horn Fair, by reason of the plenty of winding horns, 
and cups, aixl other vessels of Iiorn, there brought to be soy.”’' 
This fair, say!» Mr. Lysons, retaining the same name, still coiiti- 
mies: it wjs formerly cele!)iafed by a burlesque jrroA^ion, which 
passed from DepUord, lluough (ireeinurl), to Cliarlton, each per- 
son wearing some ornament of horn upon bis head. Tlie proces- 
sion has been discontinued since the jear 1768: it is «iid, by a 
yague and idle tradition, to ha\c owed its origin to a compulsive 
grant made by Kim: John, or some otlier of our Kings, when de- 
tected in an adventure of gallantry, while resident at Elthain 
Palace.”t 

Tlie Church i» dedicated to St. Luke, and was rebuilt of brick, 
between the years l6SO and l6t0, by the executors of Sir Adam 
Newton, wlio bequeathed a sum of money for the purpose. It is 
pcatly fitted up, and consists of a cfiancel, nave, and north aisle, 
with a square tower, embattled, at the west end. In the windows 
of the chancel, and north aisle, aie various shields of arms, in 
stained glass, for the families of JWiLton, Ftickeritiir, JifowU^ and 
others. Among the moiimnents in the chancel, is one in memory of 
the Hon. Brigadier Gen. Michael Kichards, Surveyor (icncrai 
of the Ordnance to George the First : he died in February*, 
at tlie age of forty-eight. His statue in white marble, as large a& 
life, is represented m armour, standing on a pedestal, and holding 
a bafoon. In the north aisle of the chancel, is u plain monument 
of black and wliitc marble, by Nicliolas Stone, inclosed by iron 
rails, in commemoration of Sin Adam Newton, Bart, and Ka- 
fHEniKE, his wife, youngest daughter to Sir John Puckering. 
The former was tutor to the ‘ iliqstnous Prhice Henry/ and after 

his 

FHkre Cuntiunum, p. 00. 

^ fcyiw^ of Londo»i Vol, l\, p. 325, from Hasted^ and ot|^% 
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fets deatliy passed most of bis time in retirement at Charlton, whem 
he traniliited the fonf first books of Father Paul's History of the 
Council of Trent, and also King James's Discourse against Cou« 
lack he died in the year 1^29- Near the above is ano- 

tlier taW^Jnonament, in memory of the Lady Gkace, Viscountess 
ef Armaigb, second daughter of John, Ear) of Rutland, and .her 
i>econd husband, Sir William Langhorne, Bart a former 
otvner of this Manor . sfie died m her sixtieth year, in February,' 
1()99, Sir William died in 173 4*, in his eightj-fiftli jear, 

ha\’itiE bei|ueatbed lOOOl. to put chase kinds for the augmentation 
of the benefice. Here* also are other monuments for several i*e- 
spectahle fiimtiies. Among the t^mbs in theChurcli-\ai<l, are those 
of Ja/f4es Crai*:>9, Rsq. one of the Post-Masters General to George 
the Fir^, and futliei.of the Right lion. Secretary of that name; 
and of Sir John Lambert MuldUton, Bait, and others of l>k fa- 
mily. It appears, fioin the Register, that Johti^ second Earl of 
Kgmont,t with many others of iik rac^, have also been buried 
here, though no UHniuiueiits have been erect^ to tlieir me- 
mory: and among the other enliies is this; Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, boro atone biitli, tJiree dangbtcis of Peter New ill, were 
baptkedAprU 14*^ two oftlnm were buiied a few days 

aikn^aids* 

CHARLTON HOUSE, Uie muknee of Lady Wilson, is veiy 
pleasantly situated at a short <listaiic<‘ from the Church on the 
south, and exhibits a good specimen of the style of building lu 
sM»gne during the reign of Janies the l%st ; though some considcu- 
abk alterations were made in it, by Sir William Duck, oliout ilie 
j'ear X 6 i 9 . It forms an osbWng sipiare, with projections at the 
ends of each front, crowned by tiurets, and an open hallustrade 
going round the sunmiit x>f die wb<j|e. The centre also projects ; 

L i 4 * and 

^ Lysons, from Birdfs lik of Prince Henry, p. 15, 372, and 373. 

t This Nobleman reukkd for many years at Chariton House, and 
formed t|ieiie a valudile library, and a collection of busts, pictures, &c. 
After % ligmont family reigned 14 it was tenanted, for a short rune, 

^ lilllwb MLothka* Zyrona* ^ «l. IV * p* i* 
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find Ibe catmec is ornamented by Corintljinn ool^ttins; the has^s 
disjplfi^ing scatptures of lions' heads. In the window above, are 
the and ailiances of Sir William IHicie, Saloon is richly 
onmmeiited ; the celling is still in its origmal state^ ns imisbed by 
Sir Adam iSiewton, and exhibits the Royal arms, ^and osirfch tea- 
tbers ; the chiinney-pkce is of the same age, and hsw on one side 
the figure of Vulcan, in alabaster, and on the other that of Venus. 
In a room adjoining to the Saloon, i^-; a chimney-piece ** with a slab 
of black marble so finely poU5>lu‘d, tlint Lord Dowse is said to 
have seen in it a robbery oomniiited on Blackheath: the tradition 
adds, that be sent out his servants, who apprehended tfie thieves/'*^ 
The Gallery on the north side of the house, was also fitted up by 
Sir A. Newtoti, and measures seventy-six feet, six inches, by six- 
teen feet, six. In iha wiiuhuvs is some painted glass of the arms 
of the Ducies, and iluir ailiances. In this gallery are portraits of 
HeNey, Prince of Wales, and Thomas W iLSOlsr, L.L. D. Secre- 
tary of State t^Qumi Elizabeth j and also a large and valuable 
coHecfioa of natural history inAde by Lady Wilsdn, consisting of 
ins«Tts, minemh, extraneous fossils, ami other subjects: among the 
fossils arc* a great variety of those fimiid in this parish. The 
Park and Pleasure-grounds comprise about seventy acres, and in- 
clude some licauliful scenery. Before the court-yard is u row 
of aged cypress trees. 

At a little dbtimce from tlic Church, on the east side, is an ele- 
gant ViLl-^, erected about fifteen years ago, by Eari Cliolnion- 
dcley, in a situation of nuirli pktures<|ue beauty. This stands 
at tite western extremity of Hanging Wood, near a CAa/A>p?V> 
in which and^ oilier extraneous fossils, are found. Through 

the Wood is a very pleasant walk to Woolwich ; ami at tht ftiD- 
ther end is a very large aiKl^ieep Sand-pit. |« this pit the first 
stratum is gravel, which varies according to the suilkce of the 
ground, from five, or ^ to about Meet! ftil hi dej>th: beheath 
are various strata of clu^^rdvc!, loam^ and marl, rgiiiinn^ parallel; 
being altogellier betv^prTiiirty and fbriy teet^ ,wbkb co^ bed 
of sand of fort v^^ldHn eet in depth. 

.''fodud' 

^ Lyions’^ Vut.'lV, 328, Dr. riot,'wM^'|aistuiom 

■' la'^She sceyite t>f the robbery at' Shooter’s liiJh 
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ibiund prodigious nuuii>ors of extraneous fossils. Tliis vein is 
ttl>out six or eight feet thick; and the shells in it are so immerons, 
mid lie so close, that, as Woodward justly observes, the mass is 
almost wholly composed of them, there toeing only a very little 
ijiari interposed.**' 'fbese shelb consist of a great variety of uni- 
valves and bivalves, as conchm, oittreo^, buccirue, &c. They are very 
brittle, and for the most part resemble those found at Tours, in 
I raiice^ and at Hordwcll CiitF, in iiampsltire: some of them are 
inipresrrtated»\vith mundio/’t 

WOOLWICH. 

The name of tliis town was anciently written Halvlz, Wolw^h\ 
Wolietvii'y Wlcv:ic, &c. so that its etymology is difficult to ascer- 
lain. Hasted states Iltihiz to signify the ‘ Dwelling on the Creek.* 
The parish is but small, its vvludc extent hardly comprehending 
700 acres; and of these about >80 are nrarsji lands on the Essex 
^i(le of the river Thames. Bv what means this latter tn^ct came to 
be connected wilii this county is unknown. “ Prohaiily/' says 
ilisted, “ Haiino, Vice comes, or Sherilf, of Kent in the time of 
tile Conqueror, being possessed of Woolwich, as weii as of those 
lands OH the other side of the river, procured thorn, either by couir 
position or grant from the King, to be annexed to his jurisdiction, 
m part of his county, and then incorporated lliem with it.'* Harris 
mentions an old manuscript which he had seen, which stated, tJiat 
die Purisli of Woolwich Inul on ih<' Essex side of the river ‘ 500 
acres, some (Inv houses, and a Chapel of Euse/J 

Woculward cm Fossils, Vol. I. p. 1% of the Catalogue, 
f Lysous* Envirom, Vol. i\'. p. 35 1, 5, (pote.) 

I Hist, of Kent, p. 310. 'flicrc is a vague tradition, that a man, a 
oatfve of VVooUvich, was found drowned on the opposite shore, m Essex, 
aad that the Parish in which he was thrown refused to bury him: on this 
he vva5 baiicd by tiie Pari«h of W<x>lwicb, whic h aftenvards claimed the 
lafid the bodv was discovered, and obtained a verdict in a Court 
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tiaimo, the Sheriff, says the Domesday Book, * holds <> J acres 
of land in Woolwicli, viliich Wiiltam the hdd of King Ed- 

ward the Confessor/ This estate is supposed to be conipyebeiKied 
in a hat is non the principal Manor, end which, at a very early }hs 
riod, was called the Manor of Walewiche, and afleiwards the RIa* 
nor of Soutlmll in Woolwich** This Manor, however, togetiicr 
with all other parts of tlie Parish, b subordinate to the Royal Ma- 
nor of Elthain, as was proved in the Court of Exchequer in tlie 
year 1702, when the claims of Ellham were contested ,by BMiard 
Bow^tcr, Esq. who had recently pui chased the Manor of AYoob 
wich, and in whose descendants it is still vested. 

In whose reign this IVIuimr became an appurtenance to Eitbam 
is unknown; but it was certainly before the time of Edward the 
First, wdien it was hehl by fiilbert, sui named l>c Marisco, from 
the pro{>erty which he possessed in the marshes, lit the reign ot 
Edward the Third, it was held by Sir Jolm de Pultency, who was 
four times Loril Mayor of Loudon, and to wlmm it appears to 
have been conveyed by Humphrey Bohun, Eail of Ilcretbrd. he 
died seized of it in 1349. H afterwards passed through various 
family's, till it was purchased, in the reign of Elbabetli, by Sir Ni- 
cholas Gilboitrnc, of Charing, who was Sheriff of Kent in the ninth 
of James tlie First: his descendants sold it to the Bowaters. 

The niarsljes near Woolwich were so deeply overflow'ed by a 
sudden rise of the Thames in the year 12.^6*, tliat many of the in- 
habitants were drowned, together with a great number of cattle ; 
and in the reign of James the First, by another inundation, nia^iy 
acres were laid under water, some of whidi hate UA*ver heen re- 
covered*! 

Wofilwich, like Deptford, was origifially only a snuiU place, in- 
habited by fishermen, and, like that also, ovres its eotisequenee to 
the establbhment of a Royal \>ock, in the re^ of Hhnvy the 
EightlL Since that era jt has gradually attaint to it& imsetit 

' siae; 

^ Vol. IV. p, 

t Ha!ited*<i Kent, p. 442, 8vo. Edit# Alt the ffoiu 

Greet) with to are now undejr the 

million of Sewers. Thames at Woolwich, jWfVJtidef it 
quarters of a mile urn and |be water rtit. 
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but its proj^re^ lias Wu more particularly rapid during the 
past cewluify, sinee the augmentatioh of the Royal Artillery, avIio 
have their licad*quarter.H here, mid the establishment of the Royal 
Arsenal. The ittetease of pojiulation within the last hundred years, 
has been iU tiie^projiortiou of six to one. 

The predse period at which the Dock-yard was established, 
has not been asfeiiaiiied. Rishop Gibson supposed it to be the 
oldest Royal Dock in the kingdom, from having discovered that 
the i/ziriy ,• •OVaec de J)/cu, of 1000 tons, was built iiere in the 
year 1512; yet Mr. Lysons conjectures that this ship might have 
bccff built, ^ as others were before that time, hy c^^/ 'nictors at a 
private dock."^ The Dotk-yar I iuus been progressisely enlarged, 
tVom the time of its establislnneut; and, in its present slate, includes 
about five furlongs in length, by one broad. Within this space 
arc two dry docks, sei’eral slips, three mast-ponds, a smith s shop, 
with forges for making anchors, a modcMofr, store -houses of 
various descrijuions, niast-houses, sheds for timber, dwellings 
for the diftenrnt otHcers, and other buildings. All Us concerns are 
managed under die imiiiedi<Ue inspection of the Navy Board; and 
it is visited in general, weekly, by tbe Junior Surveyor ; and occa- 
sionally, by the Deputy Comptroller. Tlic resident otbem are a 
Clerk of the Clieque; a Storekeejx*r; a Master Sliipw riglit, and his 
assistants; a Clerk of the Suney; a Master Attendant; a Surgeon, 
Arc. The number of artificers and laborers now employed here, is 
beRvecii 3 and 4000: in limes of jieace, the general number is about 
1500. Severn! very fine first and second-rate ships have been built 
iajrc, as well as many third-niles aiul frigates: the Lord NcLori, of 
no guus, the Invincible, of 74, and the Venerable, of 74, are now 
on the stCK^s. The ill-fated Royal George, which sunk atf Spit- 
head, with the bniVe Admiral Keinpenfelt, and upwards of 400 ot 
her cmv, besides 2C>b women, was built here in 1751 ; as was the 
Sovereign of the Seas, in tbe reign of Cliarles die 

The 

• Lnvirons of J-.oi|dcn, Vol. IV. p. 567. 

+ Tlib ship, which was the largest that had then been built in Eng- 
«ra» tops bunhicl^ ITie I>aich arc said to have called Ijer 

the 
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The Church, dedicated to St. Mary Magdalen, is a spaciotn 
bmlding of brick, witfi sUnie copings, window frames, &c, sfaiiding 
on a» eminence iminedialely overlooking llic Dock- Yard, It con- 
sists of a nave, chancel, and aisles, with a plain square tower at 
the west end. This edifice was rebuilt between ^he years 1726 
and I/ iO, at an expense of about 6,500 pounds, 3000 of which 
were granted under the Act of Qincii Am for building fifty 
Ch arches; tlie rest was dofray€?<i by collect! ms made by brief, vo- 
luntary contributions, and legacies. Tiie interior is* "fit led tq> in 
the Grecian style; and on the north, so\ith and we^t sides, aie 
galleries, supported on Ionic colunnis. The sepulchral iuein(jrin.L< 
are but few'. In fhc chiuuol is ;» mural luoiminent inscribed to 
the memory of Daniel Wiseman, Esq. who died <1nk of the 
Cheque at Deptford in 173 f. 0, at tiie age of sivty-five: lic be- 
queathed lOOed. toward the liiushifig of tlie Churdu ami lies 
buried in the €hurch-\ard. Agidnst the north wall is mi itnA rij[v 
ticn for Captain BiniAiui Leake, IMaster Gunner of England, 
and ELiZAiJLTH, hi> wile: the parents of the faniou'* Admmd 6if 
John Leake: the fonner died in aged sixty-seven; the latlci 

in i 6<;5, ag(*d si^ly-four. Among the toud>s hi the Churdi-yard, 
are several in mtiooi v of i.ieuteiianL^ *mii C<iplai)is of the Eoyal 
Ardllery: one of ihesu lecords the name of Lieutcirant General 
iiEVPME WitLi A^rLsON, “ wiio luankcl Jane, the only daughter 
of Captain Itoger Fcnlley, who In ln:r imuher, Isabella Muir, was 
hneaily descended tVom ilobt j!, scroml King of Scotland/' He 
died at the iige of beveiily-scvcn, in November, I/Hi. In Wool- 
wicb are six Meeting-houses; one for Presbyteiiaua, two for Ana* 

baptists, 

tlic * Golden Devi},' from the havuc which her cannon made among 
tlitir seamen. She wa% curiously ornamented by carving, gilding, and 
cirihlemattcal devices, designed by Haywood, the Dramatist, who de- 
scribed her, in a quaito tract, which accompanied ati engraving on two 
plates by Payne, published in i(>37, the year she was launched. In this 
description, her length is stated at 12H feet, and her breadth at ibrty* 
eight! she had three flush decks, a forecastle, half-deck, quarter-deck, 
apd round-house ; and carried 170 pieces of ordnance : she had five hiu* 
foorns, one of which would com am ^‘!c von persons standing bpright; 
and ck^en antjhors, the largest weighing fKH)lb.v 
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baptists, two for tho disciples of Mr* WhiUicldl, and one for those 
of Mr. Wesley. 

The principal charitable establishments are an Alms-I louse and 
Uvo Schools: ihc Alms- Hozfsc was founded for five pooi* 
previous to tli# yeiir I oG'2, l>\ Sir Martin Bowes, v\lio. I> , ui 
Will, gtrve to the M^ardeiis and Connnoualty of the M^ste) v o;; 
G^Msiniths in London, certain lauds and teuemeiUs, charged, 
anion, variotts other charities, with tiie annual paMneut of 7 }. 

Jd. to ifie ^ five poor folk hi hi:> Aims ) muses. Tliev now re- 
ceive 251. yearly, U?sides coalc, ami other articles. 1'lic OirL> 
School was built and «‘udo\ved from a l>c<|uest made y Mrs, Aim 
\\'itliers, in 1753, of lOOl. in money, ami HOOi. Old South Sea 
Animities; for the purpose of teacliing thirty poor girls to rca^l, 
and to work with the needle. The otlier ScLuu! was I'oumfod 
under the Will of Mrs. Mary’ Wiseman, who, in 1758, left lOOoI. 
Old South Sen Aimuities, for the educating, clothing and apprem 
siring of six poor orphan boys, sons of slnpurights, v^iio fmve 
served their apprenli< eship in the Dock-yard : the original endow* 
meat lias been augmented to J750I. by vesting some part of the 
interest in the fumL, and eight boys are now educated^ Scc\ on 
ill id establishment. 

Between the Dock- Yard and the Royal Arsenal is an extensive 
building, about 400 yards in length, including a Hope Walk, wliere 
cables of all dimensions are made f>i the service of the navy, 
under the su{.)erinteudence of a Clerk : several hundred workmeri 
are conslantly employed here. 

The M|U TARV and Civil BRAKcaiis of the Ofi ice of 
Ordnance^ that have been established at*Woohv!ch sim;e the 
accession of George tin? First, have occasioned a very rapid iu- 
crease both in its population and Extent, particularly during the 
last and preset wars. The singular concatenation of events which 
led to these ebatig^ is as iiitcn sting as it is curious. 

The original Foundtf^p for brass ordnance belonging to Go- 
vernment, was Ml Upper Moorhelds, in Loudon, near the spot 
where Chapel erects for the late Rev. J. Wesley now 
^.t^nds; land frorii the ciixtimstanco of his having before 

pleached for iiiaoy years in the Fouudery itself, is occasiomdlj 

calhd 
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eallet! by tliat name. The o|>eratimi of caaijfiig was then, as 
it stiE is* an object of some earioMtyj and maiiy t>er»ons, even 
of the higher ranks* frcqucii% attended to see the process of 
nuiuing the fluid metal into the moulds.'^ About the year 1716, 
i^hen Colonel Armstrong wa*^ Surveyor General ol the Ordnance, 
and George Harrison, Esq. Sujjcrinlendant of the Foiinderies, in 
which place he Inid succeeded the former, it was deternane<J to 
re-cast the unserviceable cannon which had been taken from the 
French in the ten successful campaigiis of the Duke of Marh 
borough, ami which had hitherto beenj)!aced before thoFoumlery, 
and ill the ailjaccnt Artillery Ground. This becoming the morr 
generally known, from the long time that the cannon liad been 
publicly exposed, excited a more than common interest; a great 
number of persons assembled to view the ojx^ration, among whom 
w ere many of the Nobility, General Oflicers, &:c. for whose recep- 
tion galleries luul been prepared near the furnace. 

On the same day, a native of Schaffhausen, in Switzerland, 
named Jnehnv Scfmkh, (wlio, from a common law of his canton* 
which wKule it necessary for every t>eison born there, to travel for 
improvement in his profession during three years, had visited dif 
ferent Founderies on the Continent, and at length reached Eng- 
land,) was attracted to the same place at an early hour, and was 
suffered iiiituitely to inspect the work then going on. Colonel 
Armstrong was himself present, when Schalch, l>eing alarmed at 
sonic latent diunpness which he had oliserved in tlie moulds, ad- 
dressed him in French ; and, after explaining his reasons for be- 
lieving that an oxplosion w^ottld accompany the casting of the 
meUd, warned him to retire from the tiiipending danger. The 
Colonel, who at once comjirebcnded the im))Oitancc of Schalclfs 

reiimrks, 

^ ThelnouMs for caning brass cannon are formed of ^ composition 
of Stourbridge clay, loam* sand, and earth they turned in a lathe, 
to reijidcr them of the required form; and when cetnpleted for casting* 

; by being firmly bound round with iron are placed in cavities 

prqpaired for them, near the fiiraac^#, 
a proper orihee bcin^ left for receivirg the "metal. 
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remarkfif interrogated him with respect to his knowledge of 
the ai1» and found him perfectly <^nvcrsaot with ail its princi- 
ples; lie tlieitforc resolved to follow his advice, ami quftted the 
Foundery with his own friends, and as many of tlie company us 
could be prevailed on to believe that danger really existed. Scarce- 
ly Imd they got to a sufficient dislance, when the furnaces were 
otieiicd, and the metal rushed into the moulds; the hunmiity of 
which, as Si^vtlclt had intinrated, iininediatoly occasioned a dread- 
ful explosion; the water was convertcfl into steam, and this, by 
its expansive force, caused the liquid tiro to dart out in every <li- 
rection, so that part of (he roof of the huihling was hlowii 
and the galleries fell. Most of the workmen were burnt in a dread- 
ful manner, some lives were lost, and many jx^rsons had their 
limbs brokeiu 

A few days aftenvards, an advertisment aj>peared hi the puhik: 
prints, staling, in substance, tliat ** if the young foreigner, who, 
in a conx'^itiou with Colonel Armstrong on the day of the acci- 
dent at the Fouudery hi Mooi fields, had suggested the probability 
of an exploiuon from the state of the nioukls!, would cfdl on the 
Colomd at the Tower, the iuterview might conduce to his advan- 
tage/' Sclialch was hifo^ned of this intimation by an acquaintance, 
aud lie directly waifed bn Colonel Armstrong, who, after some 
prbUmiaary discour#, told him, that ‘ the Board of Ordnance 
had in contemplation to ^ect a new Foundery at a distance from 
the Metropolis, and that lie was authorked* througli (he repre- 
sentation whicli he had made of his ow n conviction of his, Scliakh^s^ 
ability, to o(ter him a comniission to make choice of any %pot 
within twelve miles of London, for the erection of such a building, 
(having proi>er reference to the extensive nature of the works, and 
csnrriage ot the heavy materials,} and also to engage him as Supei- 
inlendent of the wiiole concern/ 

advantHgjeaus proposal w^s readily accepted by Schalcb, w^ho 
iuunedialdy search for a proper place for the new esta- 

blishment 5 (md h$wbg mspected various spots, lie at length fixed 
on the at Woolwich, as the most eligible situation. Here 

tte ueiv FoundeW was erected ; antf the first specimeiis of ordnance 

cast 
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cast by Schalcli, wove .*^0 lugbly approved, that be was fixed in the 
situation of Master rounder, and conlinuevl to bold that oftict? for 
about sixty years, when he retired to Cliarlfoii, liaAing been sis- 
listed (luring the latter part of thiil tenii, by hb nephew, Lexus 
Gascivlin; who, though more than eigiity years cdd, is still employ, 
rd in the Arsenal, as priiioij)al Modeller for tlie Military Reposito. 
ry* Sclvalch died in 3770. when about the age of niiietx, atnKlirs 
buried in the Chuich-yard in this town: he had otuMJaughtcr, who 
was rnarned to Cieneral Bedford, of the arliilerv. Soiueoftht 
lai^^est inorfurs now nunaiuing iti the Arseiial, wore cast under iii' 
direction, and liavc‘ his name upcm them. lib attention, atv! 
scientific knowledge, were so snr<essi\iii\ everted, that not a sin- 
gle accident hapjiened amidst all tlie hawardtnis proee^ses in whitit 
he was engaged duritig the very long pcihxl they were directed 
by him.* 

Such was the singular train of circinnstaurcs that led to the 
establishment of the Royal Arsenal! at Woolwkh, and, oi 
course, to the different institutions that have successively ariseu 
from it. In times of peace, this Arsenal forms tlie grand dcyuV ot 
naval ordnance, the guns of most i.d’our shij)sofwar being laid 
up here in regular tiers. Even now, wlicii tlu> vesse ls in coinmis. 
sion are far more numerous Uran at any tbriner period, the nuiu- 
her of cannon and mortars deposited here is immense, and of iw C“ 
ry dimension ; some of the mortars are so large as to weigh u[>- 
wards of four tons and a quaMer: the shells and cannon-shot are 
almost innumerable. Here is also an extensive Rei^ositary for 
military imfchines, both for land and sea scrvke; and abundance 
of gpn-carriages of all sizes. Hie 

The above particulars ard partly derived from * stige% cob 
lected and recollected/ by J. Moser, Esq, who was cf ila’ciaHy related 
to Schalch, and partly from a conversation with JL Gasehlin, Dr* Hut* 
ton, and other officers belonging to the establishments at WooI'a ich. 

f The WarreUy as this depU was originally called, from its having 
been previously the site of a rabbit warren, was changed into the 
Armml by his present Majesty, when on a v'uit to Woolwkh during the 

last yean 
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The Al?»enal itidwdcs nearly sixty acres, and contams vurions 
piles btick buildiiij?, among the oldest of wljif’fi are tlin:; Fotiii« 
dery, and the bUe Military Academy ; these were ended by Sir 
John Vanbrugh, and have the date 1719? on the upper part of 
the leaden ptpel that convey the water lioin t/ie roois. In tlie 
Foundertf are three furnaces, and a invichinc for boring cannon : 
the •largest furnace will melt about seventeen t<nis f)f nietal at one 
time* From lji\c irnproveiiients that have l><^en made in the <cm ration 
of cjisling, all danger of explosion is avoided, (he nKinhIs being made 
red-hot, before the metal is siifiered to run into them. The lime 
requisite to perlorui the ofH^ration oi‘ borijiir^ varies m. proportion 
to the sixe of the piece, a tweKc-poundcr taking about five days. 
In another quadrangular range of building, at a sliort distance 
jroin the Founderv, are two other boring nrarhineN aiid various 
work-shops, where the ordnance, alter Inung proved, are properly 
imkshed for service. Brass Ordnance only are made here; and 
these, though so called, are wholly t'ormed of a composition of 
tin uikI copper. The Founderv is under the direction of an In- 
spector, a Master-Founder, and an Asd.-tant-Fou^der, 

Nearly adjoining to the Fouudery is the Laboratory^ where 
fire-works and caitrkiges, for the use of the navy and army, are 
made up; and bombs, carcasses, grana^Ioe^^, &c. cliarged. This 
is under the care of a Comptroller, w hose salary is 3fi0l, a year, 
a Chief Fire Master, two z\ssistaiit Fire Masters, an Inspector of 
fruupowder, and other otBcers.* The Military Academy is at 
present unappropriated, the Cadets having been very recently re- 
moved to tile new building prepared for their reception on Wool- 
wich Coimnon. The other structures in tlie Arsenal, consist of 
stOTe*houses of different kinds; work-$lK>ps, in one of which a 
planeing-inacliine lias been lahdy erected, worked by a small steam- 
engine; and offices of various descriptions. The chief officers of 
the Arscsi^t are a Clerk of the Cheque, a Clerk of the Survey, a 
VoL. Sett* 1806\ M m Storekeeper, 

^ Near the, .present entrance of the Laboratory, was formerly an an - 
cietit ’liaited Fri Rupert'^s.. Here Mrs. Simpson, relict of 

ffie celebrated mathetnatical professor ol that name, di^d, at the ^reat 
of 102 : she was buried at Plumsted. 
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Storekeeper, &c. The number of kboters* and bojrs^ 

employed in the variotis dej^artmimts, is Aout 3000; eJtciMsrvc of 
the eonvicU belonging to one of the /fitti, wbidi k staH^ned Oo 
the fiver, opposite to the Ai'seml: the oilier biitk Iks before the 
Dock-Yard, The cmivicts amount to almat gOC^; they are geue- 
rally employed in the most laborious offices, as htk^driving^. 
under the airc i>t‘ proper persons,. 

Though the huildin^v tor the Royal Milttauy Academy 
erected, as already observed, about the year Vz 19 , yet the 
esmblislinicnt does not Jipj.)e*tr to have been finally arranged till 
17'^ 1, when George tbeSe<5Ciid, by warrants, dated on tlni thirtieti^ 
of April, and the ciglileenth of November, in that year, directed the 
founding of an Academy ‘ for instrucling persons belonging to the 
military part of the ordutince, in the several branches of the ma- 
thematics, fortification, 6c<\ proper to qualify them for the service 
of artiljerv, and the ofike of engineers.^ Since that period, how- 
ever, various iinpioveinents liave been made in tlui institution, 
v.hkli hits been piirticidurly fortunate in the ivUililies of its mathe- 
inatical pi afessors ; the first of whom, thougli prior to the regular 
estidriishmeiit of the AciHleiiiy, was t lie celebrated Dr. Dcrham, 
In 1/4^3, the wt.ll known Sinqrson was af>|>ointed. The present 
]>rofessor is the leiirac<l and venemble Dr, lluttoa. I'he mmiher 
of jimstcrs has l>ecn gradually inercajicd vulh that of the pupib 
w ho are calletl CucidA, and who now umoimt to about SOO, The 
Academy is uinler the direction of the ^Xaster-Geneml, and Boaid 
of Ordnance, for tiie time being; a Licutcnniit Governor; an Inspec - 
tor, a Frofosor of Mutiieimifics, and three Masters; aFrofessor of 
Cliemistry; a Pr^-fessor of Fortifiralion, and two Ma«»ter$; tv^o 
Masters in Arithmetic, two French Masters, three Drawing Mas- 
ters, a Dancing Master, I'oiLing Master; and others: the Mastcr- 
(^eneral of tlie Ordnance is always Ca^Hain of the Cadet’s Com- 
l>any. ^ 

The young gentlemen, who are adniit ted as Cadets, are of tlic 
0iost fespe^iabk families; and on ^le tdmpkffion of tlieir studies, 

are 

Dutton’s Fhilesophkal and Mathematical Dictionary, Vol. L 

Academy. 
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%rt regularfy commissioned citiier in the artillery, or engineers* 
service. They must be, at least, four feet nine inches high when 
admitted; and be qualified to pass aii examinaf ion in the Lathi 
Qrammar, and in aiithnictic, as far as tlie end of Vulgar Fractions: 
a previous acquaintance with the French language is aho reconi- 
iiiended; and tlieir age must not exceed sixteen, nor be under 
fousteen* They begin to receive fray as soon as received on the 
establislimeut, and lliis, whidi U a:j\, dd. annually, is con- 
sidered as sulSicfent to supply ev4 r\ rM‘ces^u!y article, except lineiK 

The new Militaky Acadkmv is siftialed about one mile 
southward from the town, on llu upp<*r part of Woo^v^ch Com- 
mon, which, with part ot Charltoti Common, has been pure based 
by Govemiaent within these few years. It is built in the castellated 
(*omi, from designs by Wyatt, and consists, in front, of a centre, 
and two wings, united by corridors, wntli a range of building 
beltind, containing the Hall, servants’ offices, &c. The centre 
forms a quadrangle, with octagonal towers at the atigles, aiidcou- 
tains the teaching rooms; these are four in number; the master/ 
desks are situated in the towers, the doors of which are some- 
what elevatinl above the general level. The wings contain the 
apartments for thl| Cadets, and chief officers, the latter being in 
the middle of each wing, which is more elevated than the extre- 
mities; tliese have octangular turrets at the angles. The whole 
edifice is embattled, and Imilt with brick, whitened over; its 
lengtii is somewdiut more than 200 yards: the [uincipal front is 
to the north. The Hall is a well-proportioned room, with a tim- 
ber roof, in the general style of the college halls. This Acsidemy 
is approf^riated to the senior department of Jiie institution; and 
was first 0 }}ened on the twelfth of the present moat h: (August:) 
the number of Cadets now here, is f 28. The .junior department 
is for the present fixed at Great Marlow ; but it is in contemplation 
to erect a similar building to tliis, for tiieir use, on Bexley lieafli^ 
about four mites eastward from Sliooter’s Hill. The entire expense 
of i\m stroclure is estimated at not less than 150,0001 ♦ 

Mm2 When 

^ There h one psrticuter in the dcs^n of this edifice, which demands 
the severeit reprehension. Tlie inner extremities of the teaching rooms 

nearly 
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When the which was made the head-cjnaileri of the 

regiment of Artillery on its being first stationed at \V<x>fe?vich, be- 
came hisnfiiciViit for the purpose^ bv the iucrease of the ix^giment^ 
a piece of groand. of about fifty acres, w as taken by Govemtiieiil 
on lease, and spacious Barracks erect*'d for the aoconimodatiou of 
the ofliccrs and privates. This was about tiiirty yeiirs ago; but 
siorc that period, many alteralions have been made, ami manyad- 
dilionai i>nildi|igs raised, |»arlicu]arlv witliin the last five or six 
years. The Airni.LKRY Baruacks, with its sulmrdinate ranges 
of stabling, ofib es, is now a most extensive concern, though 
not yet complete. Tin* p.riiicipai front has been more than 
doubled in ils length during the^ last three years, aiid comjmv 
bends an extent of nearly ttH> yards. It consists of six ratiges 
of britk biiildif^g, united by an ornamental centre, ol stone, (having 
Doric columns in Iront, aial llie Boyal amts, and military tro}thics, 
above,) and four other lower buihlings filling tip the divisions bev 
tween each range: the latter have also stone fronts, with Doric 
colonnades, and a ballast rude ab(we each. These contain a Li- 
brary, 

nearly unite in the middle ot the building, l)Ut are prevented from ac- 
tually doing so, by a stair-case ascending from below, and opening intv':> 
a small apartment, so disposed, that any person stationed tti it, can 
overlook every part of the tcaclung r?x>ms, as well the stations of the 
Professors, as the desks of the scbvlars! This illibera! allcmpi to intra- 
duce a system of espionage into a national establishment, forcibly re- 
rriinds a spectator of Gencni BcTUham’s phtis for a PeniiciUiarydioiive, 
wherein the Keeper’s room v» to be tn the cuurc, and ihc (Uher 
apat trnents so di^pt-^ed m nJi/i , that bt could look into every one, 
whilst himself remained < mj ^ iled . to the ot the magMracy, 

ibis design is said to haw rtyeticd, because ** inauwistont with 
the principles of Brithh and uncongenial lo the feelings 

of Englishmen/’ .How str‘kit1g' the contrast I The Profc ssors are all 
nun of liberal education, i d talent; and ought tote fully tJonfidtd in, 
with respect to their sedulous ^pplicaddrt to the duties of their respec- 
tive If tteir conduct should riSJly evince that they ar^ unde- 

serving of ®h confidence, let them te discharged ; Wt thCtn not 

be kntate4,( and debased, by beittg reifUlered subject to atttiwer ac civ 

saiions of wbeh ktl^ noi^^ite 
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and Book Room, for the officers, a Mess Iloojij, a (ifuard 
Room, and a Chap<d; but the interior of the latter is not yet h- 
Dished; it is intended to contain lOOO persot?«!. At a little dis- 
tance from the f>ack paii of the ChufjeJ, is a new Hidiun ScIkjoI, 
erected of bricky from designs l)\ Wyatt, on the model of an anci- 
ent temple; its appearance is ^rand : its lenitlh is about fifty yards, 
its lireadth fuetitv-one, and its lu irjit proportionable, d he whole 
dcptli of the |)tiiidin«>s, fnmi the front of the Barracks, ^vi^ich runs 
nearly parallel with that ot t lie new Military Academy, is about 
C90 yards: tliis space inc{u<h“^ a double (juadrangle, besides vari- 
ous detached ranges. The reginiMil (if ArtilliM V i >ts of nine 
battalions, one of which lias btc:i lecenily added: some of each 
battalion are now stulif>ned at Woolnieh: to the amount, in all, of 
about COCK) men. Tin* Baiade in fiont of the Barrack?, and 
the soldiers are frequently exeiTi>< flin I browing .shcl!<. tm v^h^ch 
the open space on the Common allbrds sufficient room. 

On the east side of ilje Barracks, on tl)<‘ deMcnt leading to llie 
Arsenal, are the MUitary one of theee was fiuilt be- 

lueen twenty and thirls years ago; ibe otlKi, sshich is the largest, 
and calculated to contain accomau»d;ni<*ns for men, is not yet 
completed: the central part projecls to a consideialiie distance be- 
yond the extremities. 

Several detached buildings, for the ti>c of the Artilleiy . have 
been raked on diffiereut funds oi the Common , a new Guard Jhmti 
is now building, and a Vi tcrijwrj/ JJospdal has been recently cun- 
stfucled: the utility of the latter was suggested by a ctmtagious 
disease which broke out among the horsc'^ a tew years ago, and 
evinced the propriety of scfuirating the disease*! animals fronvthe 
healthy ones* 0« tlie west side of the Hamicks is a j iece of 
water, where experimentsS ^vitli gun-lroats, tVc. are occasionally 
*uade; a new road from this quarter towards Charlton has been 

just opened. 

The whole Military, as well as Ci\ii Tktablishnient at Woolwich, 
ts under the immediate superintendenct' ol' the Master-General, 
and Board of Ordnance; and all the buildings erected, and alter- 
ations made^ are under their direct ''outrouh 

M m 3 
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The population of Woolwich, as returned under the Act of 
1800 , was exclusive of the Military; and tlie number of 

houses, \3iy2* These numbers are certainly too small; many 
houses have been since built, and }>erhaj|>s their amount may be 
more accuiately stated at 1 . 500 ; while the entiri^ {Kipulatiori, in* 
chiding the Military, and those employed in tlic Dock-Yard and 
Arsenal, can scarcely be less than 20,000. Numerous niud-waSled 
cottages, inhabited by soldiers’ \m\v& ami childrep^ have Ireen 
raised on a part of Woolwich Common within the last three years. 

The south side of Woolwicli Common is neatly lerininated by 
SHOOTER’S HILL, a spot of long-continued <elebnty, from the 
numerous robberies that were formerly conmiilted heie; and which 
were of such remote beginning, that Philipott, who wrote early in 
the reign ot James tlie First, observes, tliat ‘ the\ continue still to 
rob here by prescription.''** The steepness, and narrowness, of the 
aniient road, and the shelter which the contignou*^ wofids and cop- 
pices affoided, rendeied it almost impO)^.sihie for a pasM^nger to 
escape being way-laid by the lobbers, who eien committed detirC'^ 
ilations at noon-clay. So eaily as the sixtli ot Kicliurd tlM»S<‘coiul, 
measures were taken for improung the highway on tliis Hiil, when 
an order was issued by the Crown, to “ cut down the woods on 
each side of the r<»;ul at ShtUrvs Jfitid, leading from London t<i 
Rochester, whiili was htnome very dangeious to travellers, in 
compliance with tlie statute of likiward the First, for widening 
roads, where llieie were woods which affordcdshelter for thieves/ 1 
The steps tlien taken were, however, iiicficclual ; and it was not tiH 
the 5 ear 1739^ that any very’ material impro\ement was made, 
wlitm a road of gnater widili was laid ont, undfr an Act of Far- 
liameiit» This, conjoined with the increased population of the 

neighbourhood^ 

^ Villare Caiuianum, JEdit. 

+ Lyions, from Pat. G Rit% //. ^ This geiitlema« is mis- 
taken in observing, tiiat * Shakes|| Shooter’s Hili the scen.e 

of FaUtafT’s robberies, in Henry i\ Hill, near Rochester, was 

the cxnlojti of the meny 
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iKigbboutliood, and tli€ improvements in tlio polico of the conn* 
try, lias remkred the dan^T of travelling over iim llili almoi>t 
nugatory* 

On May*day, 1513, Ileurv the Eighth, and his Queen, Catl>e« 
riue of A^rago«^ went with great pomp from Greenwich to Si\oo» 
lefs Hill, where th«*y we re received )a iJuO areiiers, clad in green, 
with a Captain at their head, peivonallng Kohin Hood: “ he first 
fjliewcd the King," sa>s Harris "ho relates tiie f,lon’, ‘‘ the skill of 
his ;nviiei\s in lireir ex/juisite shof>ting; and then, leading the ladies 
into the wootl, g;ne them a line enteifaiinncnt in venison and 
wine, in gr<*ejj arbors, and Imoflis adorned vvitJi fine »v* cants, and 
all Uk: ettbrts ot lomanlie guilan'.v which w(Te tlieii \isually prac* 
li'^ed in that U'xnrious ( om t.”* In this reign* there w^as a Beacon 
on tliis emiiaatce, as appears Inmi several eiilries in tiie Clmroli- 
wardens accotmts of Hit ham, (»f stuns paid “ for w atchinge the 
beacon oti .Shutters Hill/' Tin* p^o^pe<:ts from this eniiiience arc 
extremely fine. On its sunntfit, whh’h is i 10 feet in perpendicu* 
lar heigiit above the low water maik at >> <>oi\u‘eh,i is a Mineral 
t;iuiug4 

About a futlong from ilie road over Sin>oUv% Hiii, on the south 
riidc, is a high triangular lO\M*llH of hruK, apparently rising 
4iom aiJiick wood, and forming a striking object for several miles 
4‘ouud* This, as appears from an in>'"ri[)bon <jver the entrance, 
M'as built ** to commemorate the aclae\er.ients of the late gal- 
lant officer. Sir William James, Bari, in the East Indies, during 
his couunand of the Compands marine forces in those seas; ami 
kf a particular manner, to record the conquest of the Castle of Se- 
verndroog, on the coast of Malabar, winch* fell to Jus superior 
valour; autjl able conduct, on tiie second day of I755J' 

ij in I H 

Hist, of Kent, p. in. 

1* Tbi| biU'' been very rtcently asccnaiaed, both by measurement, 
and with tie baromctccj by Mr, J, Boimycaiiie, of the Royal Mihiary 

Academy* 

X An account of fins wa« pnbiishecl by William Gcdbjdi in i 0 o\ 
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It consists of throe floors: in the lower rooiti are various Indian 
weapons, armour, 6a\ broiight as trophies from Sevemdroog Castle. 
The upper stories are neatly fitted up: on the ceiling of the first 
is a series of views, in six comparfineuts, of the relative situation 
of tlie fleet and fortress on the <lay of the assault** The summit 
is eni])iittled, and has turrets at the angles. From the windows 
and roof, the prospects arc uncommonly extensive, ,ni(l very «ch; 
they include a great part of Essex, Kent, and Surrey; with the 
river Tiiames, and the Metiopolis. ''I'his Tower was erected Ijy 
Lady Janies, who resided with her liushand, Sir W iiliain James, 
at Park-Plact Farm, near Ehhann I’ln ir daugliter anti heiress 
married the late Thomas Boothln, fir>t Lord IVanelifie, wliost^ 
sou, tlic present Lord, lias recently come of age, and is now 
owner of this building, and its surrounding grounds. 

EAvST WICKHAM formed part of the estates of the ancient 
family of the ot Shro)>shire; aiul Lobcrl Buntdl, Bishop 

of Bath and Weils, who died seized of three parts of tliis Manor 
in had liberty ol‘ fn e warren here. From him it descended,, 

by the iemalc line, to the families of Handloe and Lovell, of whom 
was Francis, Viseoimt Lcwell, the /eaious adlierent of Kidiiird the 
Third, lie was slain in the battle of .Siokc , near Newark, in the 
third of ileniw tiie Hcvcntli, whtn this IHauor, by virtue of an en- 
tail made by Jolm <le llandloe, and Maud Burnell, his whe, in 
the reign of Ji^iward the 'fliird, desceiKled to Henry Lov<*Il, Loid 
Morley, who thing without issue, two years afterwauis, it escheat- 
ed io the Crown, liejiry the Eighth granted if, in 1612, to Sir 
John Pctche, for sixty yeiirs; and in 1614, he gave the reversion 
to Thomas, Dukf< of Norfolk, whoj^^ great grandson alienated it 
to John Olyfle, Esq. whose daughter and heiress married John 
Leigh, Esq, oi A<l(imgton, ki Surrey, On tlte* deatii of their 
descendant, Sir Jolm i^igli, ni 1767? a In Chancery was 
commenced to dttenniiie the right of inherilabce to hK estates ; 
and under a decree foufamed by an Act of it a as 

found 

* An interesting account of the taking of Sevemdrongmay bo Icvind 

in Orme*$ Hist, of Ilindostan. 
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foiUHl TC^sted ill Murv mid Amu*, the daughters of Wooley Leigh, 
Yourigor brother to the deceased. 'J'he (‘states being (livi(ied 
m 1767% tliL Manor was allollrd to the Bennett faintly; Mary, 
the co-iieiress of tin? Lei^lis, haviitg niarri(‘d John Bennett, Lsq, 
The Rev. J. I,. Bennett i.*» tiow owner, 'j he oi;t Manor -lioui^c^ 
w'hich had been the ie-.iden(s‘ <jf the lan^hs, anti was of t lie age 
of .Elizabeth, has }K*e!i piillt*?! ihmn. The iliurrh is a small am 
cienl building of dint and .'lone, eon^i^^ing ot' a rant* anti ehancel, 
with a shingh’d tunel i.Ni ig ix^'.n tiu‘ \\o-\ tmd (*f the roof. On a 
broken slab in the ot' tht' elMiir*,!, Is inlatd in Brass, a 

cross fleiir}, ctjntainii.g ''mail hn isoia mult' uml te'-akg in very 
iUit'ient i'reiu ii <li'e,',Nt iiiul o.’ V' e stem nn)>e>il*''i iti‘<‘i'i|>tion 

m Savon U tt^t ,• -j, x.e tlMamijuaie n i'.;a % ♦ fbi anm 

Sl't'i slid), now t'oxtv' d \i} a (h\v, are li, a s i,i’ ;i uniw {nul hl$ 
three mnl iHa.eatli them, an iiet uj.'o’Oii in hhnk letter, troin 

wiheli it apjx^ars, tli.tl the ioioea' \ww u * \ om > a t>l tin: (ianic, 
iiamrii Wulia.m B\^v, v litm’ * i*; '.. ‘i’s ii'* lepre.sentcd 
ijt ids nnilt>:n!, a sme-il jtuh slnn! ta'kt:. .n:d. lioM’; at hi.s 

jeti side a swtnd, and mt h^ hieiet a lu-e urir.ouuted by a 
c.itnsn. 

PLLMSTIT), (»r PLlMS'niAl) wa. gist;', h\ King Edgar, 
in <)t> 0 , to lilt: a.iid Coiueut of St. /ingn'-tiiie, ill Canterbu- 

ry, iroin whom it xs.e taken b% Lm! ^totlu sn, \wu> gave it to Ifis 
«sou TosJan. E<lvrard the Coi.Ws'^01 iv'tee.rd it to tiiC Mcmastery; 
but, after his tlealh, it was again seized I \ Tost an, who being 
slain ill a rrlieliion against bis biolbei Haioid, lt!S estates fell to 
the Crown. Alter tlie Conquest, this Masior 'a;s granted to Odo, 
BisiH>|) of Baieux, wlio regrmiled it in ino 5 #tJes, and iti different 
limes, to the inouks of St. Augu tine, who olnamed a cnaiter for 
u weekly niaiket, with lilmrly of ^ite wairf 11, and of tier valuable 
privileges, from King John. On the Dissolntion, it was given, 
by licury tlie Eighth, to Sii Edward Iknighton. oi Imiwash (^ourt; 
and of bis desTendaiits il was |>iirduisedv m KnSo, l>y John Michel, 

Esq, 


This Brass has. been engraved indborpe’s Castumruc RofTcmc, 
plate jl, %♦ L 
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Esq, of fiichmoud, iu Surrey, who devised it, ia 1736, \iith othr ^ 
to the Provost and Scholars of Qin^iis College, Ox^ 
ford, for (he purf)ose of laaintaijiing eight tnaster-feUows, and 
four bachelor-scholars/* oa that ftmiidiition : to these, were added, 
by an Act of Parlianieiif jn^^ed tii the year ^ (bur under- 

graikmic exhibit ioners/ Tht^ Conn, or Mauor-ilouse, is 

a neat buiiding, inliahited by tlie lessee td the manor farm. The 
Church is an old structure, partly dilapidaied , and now consisting 
of one pace <»nly, with a neat tover ot‘ hridv, emimllled, at llie 
north-west angle, Anuing other sepulciu.d memorials, is one in 
memory of Dk. Be>m am i n Barnet r, Pjel>eiidary of (ilocestf » , 
and Vicar ol’ Plunistcd, who died in 17t’7 ; hihI an i.lcgaat mural 
monument in conimemovation ot John Liixihirh, Esq. of 
Shooters Hill, who died in 1771. The population ot iMumaled 
township, a# returned midor tlie tu i of 180(', was ll6() ; tlie num- 
ber of iioiises, 214. The Paiisfi contains about 2wi()0 acres; ot 
which 980 are niarslj, 510 arable, about 400 woodland, 100 up- 
land pasture, about ninety nuiikct gardens, including about hOy 
usually cultivated for green peas, about 100 orc hard, and 2ii0 
waste.* The*3i/i? s/rs ot PhiiiistecI wtie fust mclosed, m Iherc'inu 
of Edward the Iirst, b} the Monks ot Ltsnts Ahhes , tromwimh 
period, frequent conniussions were issued b\ tiie (hown, (or^iew-^ 
ing (he banks, and lepaiung the bre athes, Ihiongh insuthcieiit 
attentiou, however, upwards of 2000 acies, in this juid Eidh Pa- 
risb| were hiuiidated in die time of Ileuiy the Lightli; and these 
were not wholly UTo%erid till tim reign ot James the First. J* 
Between one and two miles (roiii PJunistead Churcli, eastward, 
but m Eritli Pansh, was LESNLS ABBEY, founded m (he jear 
1178, for Canons regular, of the Older of St. Augustine, by 
Kicbard de Lucy, Chief Justice of the realm in the reign of Henry 
the Second. This Nobleman^ who was equally renowned as a 

$}aksinmi, 

^ hytom* Environs, Vol. IV. p. 537 j from Hai»ted*s Kent, Vol. IF 
p- 204. 8vo. edit 

f A full account of the mmbesm Plnmsted^ and ibc^adjoiniMl^tdrhhcs, 
may be ken in Due» Hkt. of imbankbg* 
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^atesman, a wAain, and a and had Wpti of the 

Kiii'^dom during the abst'uce <»( Henry in France, relimjnishcd 
all Ills digmlies on the. r.oinjdeliou of tlic hnildingh, and frecaine 
Abbot of his own monastery. He died in the fnllowiitg year, and, 
accordiijg to Weaver, was suiopniously entou in the choir 
of iJie Cliurch, * and had thL c]Hta|ii] engruvci) on hii nionnujeut:' 

Jhipitur in tcfH}>ras Uidnrdn.^ lux Lurlnium^ 

Justu'.ic pdcm dticvtor, uibis h-jnonim, 

Christ L sihi itrum at srdt ]‘i<>rh'-r ; 

Juda tunc or' . .in I'is srjuma 

Milk un.U'S (\ n >u.'u d ■navd^ai ■ 

\\ is rcmarkaltlc, that llie (.‘hurcli of tills Ahhoy was 
♦»\ its founder, to Si. Alary, and St. l’ho)nas d Undf, tljoogh 
iJib proud prehilf had not h<*< n more than uars, and 
though he had j:rt\iousl\ r\o«)nununirated Do Lurv, nn ' hdng 
n (’(uurivir of tlios<‘ luTotiral pra\ iius, tin* (h)nditutions (>1 Clarea- 
douf The original (‘uclown^uiH consisted of the‘ western moiety 
of Eriih Parish, iiirhiding IVcst-xiond, now called the }Fi 7 od, 
which extends imvaols the south, and IVoni its imrneniate vicinage, 
OecasiojU'-d this to he ciille<l, anciendy, the Abbey <d West-wood, 
C^lodfrey, Rishop ot \\ inclicster, son of Rif hard dc Luc\’, increased 
the possessions of the Monks; and iheir estates were yet further 
augmented by (lifferent bencfaclors. in tiie niiilli of Edward tlie 
First, the Abbot obtained liceiKe of/rcT-::v7rrr7? for liimself, and 
his successors; ;tou tfie tw'en(y-tbir<l of the same reign, he was 
summoned to Parliament ; as his predecessor had also been in the 
folly-ninth of Henry’ the TJiird; but no sinninous to the Abbots 
of Leslies was issued after (be time of Edward the Third, 

This Abbey w as dissolved in I under the Coniniission for 
suppressing the smaller Monasteries, for the endowment of Wol- 
sey s Colleges at Ipsw ich and Oxford ; and its possessions were 
conveyed to that Cardinal for the purpose. After his disgrace, 
reverted to the Crown; and in the twenty-fifth of Henry the 

Eighth, 


^ Ex. Vtt. MSS. in Bib. Com 
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Eighth^ M^ere granted to William Brereton^ a Gentleman of i\m 
Privy Chamber, who was attainted and executed within two years 
afterwards, on a filse charge of an adulterous iutercourse with 
Queen Anne Bolcyii^ In the follow ing year, 1557, Uie Manors 
of I^<?nes and Fanis (the latter of which is in Eeith Parish, and 
had belonged to tiie Monastery at Stratford, in Essex) were grant* 
cd to Sir Ralph Sadlcir,!' viho, about •‘ix }ears aft^'rw arils, alicntKed 
them to Henr\ Cooke, Esij. of Mount IMascal, in this county. 
His grandson sold lh< in to Sn John Len,an, Alderman of l^nidon, 
and he disposed of them to Sn John Hippcsles Knt. who, in the 
year l63(), si<\s Weeper, appointed (iitauie workemen to tligge 
amongst the uibbidi of the deciued tabneke ot the Chinch (which 
had lame a long time bnfied in hei owne riunos and growne o\e» 
with oke, dine, and a.slie-lues^ foi stones, and these happened 
upon a goodly funerall ironument; the tull pioportioii (»f a man* 
in his coate arnioui, ins swoid hanging at Ins side by a bioail belt, 
upon wlikh the tiower-de-luce was engraven in many places (being, 
as I take It, the rebus, or device, of the Liuics.) this, his (bn Rich- 
ard Lucies; representation, or pictme, kiy upon a flat marble 
stone; that stone upon a trough, or coflin, of white smooth hewn 
asbeler stone: in that cofliii, and a sheet of lead, (both being 
made fit for the dimension of a dead body,) the reniames of an 
asliie drie carkasse lay enwrapped, whole, and uud is jointed, and 
upon the head some Imire, or a nmile qtdddum of haire, apjicaied * 
they likewise found other statues of men in like manner propor- 
tioned^ as- also of a woman in her attire and abSiineiits, with many 
grafe^stones and bones of the deceased; to see all wliicb, great 
conft^ience of peoj^le lesorlcd, amoujgst which number I was not 
the hindmost/’l The 


^ Hasted, Ibllovving Philipott, htn mbt^ in connecting the attainder 
• of Brereton with the fall Qm^ Catherine Howard* 

+ See nadir Staadea, pn Umh R* ^10^ iirj/ 

t Fuut hloA. p. 177, I4k« 1^1% 
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tUM tiMMianieHU, which, fiom its sUmtion in 
*■ ■ to iMve been the choir, m»s adjudged to be 

'4119' ^Nipi^/Wras again buried bj ordci of bn John Uip- 
' ‘ I j^tadted a bay tree on the spot ^ and soon afterwards, 
bof;^ to Sir Thomas Gamsfoid, ot Cimi heist, ui bur- 

hgain diiffosed of them Jo rHams, Ouit ofLon- 

’He dying without issue, bequeathed these islatis to St. 
holomew’s Hospital, to wIikU tliey still belong 
he site the Abbey, and lU siirrounding litintsnc i, now 
fibaated as a liiirnt , but not any pait of the buildings, i scept outer 
’Oalls, are standbg; and they present uollnng to nst. The 
bay tree, yriiich Dr. Stukeley fwLo vi«ted this M*l*ty m 17 j3, and 
pubfaslied ttie result of bis obsenations ui th' \riliioiogui) de- 
sriibcs as dm ‘ finest of die kind he had <nr stm,’ and Hasted 
represents as ‘ wholly witliered and detayid/ is now nry floiirisii- 
the whede area of the buildings is com tiled into a garden 
and orchard. The farm-house wliuh stands at i htHc distance 
northward, seems to liavo lieen built with inaknaU tioiu the 
mow: Stukeley was evidently mistaken in upu si ntmg a as ‘the 
manskHi tjf fiha founder, and his suctessois, Iht Pilots Ihc im- 
mediate tioatigaity of die marshes rendcis tins spot much subject 
to agutoi ancient stocks of Cbcsiiut lu the Abbey wood, 
eouhtonaotodie Ofanion that dus tiecwas mdiginons m Biitaui. 

S^YI0&H£i dm scat of Sampson Gidton, I oid Laidley, ot- 
^ lito h veiy beautiful situatam, about one mik from the River 
told nearly the «ame disiauce between Lesnes Abbe; a id 
tbougii tmiH, are agreeably divcisihed, and 
Oik the east side >$ a fiomishing pi mtation. 
wIKO gtected die first mansion on tin-, estate, 
1 jCSiltost, Itotd »attmw>«» died here in 1751 . 

[ ii 0 Gideon, Esq whose son, the 

m 17 j 9, and advanced t*' 
I laHe> 1790. The iinprovemtiits 

which 



* Hasted't Kent, VoJ. 11. p -5 », 8vo. F dit 
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w|iclj his father had be^un, have been completed by tliis Noble- 
man. who, about thirty years ago, re-biiiif, aud greatly enlarged, 
the House, which is a spacious editice of brick, standing on the 
brow of an eminence declining rapitlly to the nortli ; and com^ 
manding some very rich prosj>ects of the River Thapies, and into the 
opposite parts oi' Essex. Fnnu the continual passage of the ship* 
ping, the scenery is, indeed, uncommonly auituated ; and not s^sail 
can navigate the contiguous stream, but must pass in full view of 
this building, llie interior is tastefully orimmciited'; *aDd the cob 
lectiou of pictures eviijce a very judicious clioice: among them 
, is a vnew of Venice, and its companion, with the ceremony of the 
Doge mairxing llie Sea, byCanaletli; the AlcheruLst, Teniers; Sir 
John Gaok, Holbein; Noah’s Ark, Brueghel; St. Catherine, 
Leonardo da Vinca; the Dutch Admiral, Van Tromp, F. Hals; 
Ilemhrandt paintiug an Old Woman, lleinbrandt; a Courtesan, 
and her gallant, (it orgione; the Golden Age, Brnegliel; Snyders, 
vilh his Wife and Child, Rubens; Marriage in Cana, F. V’eronese; 
the Genealogy of Christ, Albert Durer; the Conception, and the 
Flight into Egypt, ISlurillo; Christ and the Doctors, Luca Ciior* 
dano; a Landscape, Claude; and three LandMrapes, by Poussin. 

ERITH is a small village, on the banks of the 'Fhaiiies, lying 
open to the upjKr part of Lon^-Rcach, \riicrc the East Indiarncn, 
ill their passage up the river, gcnicralK discharge a part of their 
cargoes; a circumstance that occasions this place to be much fre- 
quented. Lniibaid supposes its name to he derived from tlie 
Saxon JEn'C’h^ihcj the old Haven but in ancient records it is 

wrilleu 

Peramb. cf Kent, p. 343. For plainc example,'* says lombard, 
** that cure eldeis before the Qonqncst, hnd their iviailcs for title of 
land, and other controuersies, in each shire, bcfoie a Jviv’go, then called 
Alderman, or Sliyreman, of whom there is very iVccpieiu mention in 
the lawes of our ancestours the Saxons, the whichc some yeares since 
were collected and pul)lished in one volume ; ai*d for assured proofe 
Jilio, that those dayes they vsed to proteedc in such causes, by tlfe 
oathes of many persons, (testifying their opinion of his credit, that was 
the first swearer, or partie,) after due manner of our daily experience, 
Q ai 
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mitten itnd in the Denics^day Book, Loisnes; an app^« 

latioii that j softened into Ixsties, was afterwards exelusiveiyattaclied 
to thfc demesne of Lesnes Abbey, 

At the time of the Domesday Surveys this Manor belonged to 
Odo, Bishop oj Baieux; Iml after his falh it reverted to the 
Cromi, In the reign of Henry the Second, Richard dc Lucy, 
Justiciary of England, was owner; and after the death of his son 
and grandson, it l>ecanui the property of Roisie, his second daugli- 
ter, marrietr fo Fulbert tie Dover. Roisie, her grand-daughter, 

married 

as In the oath yet In vie, and also railed commonly W'ngcr of Lawe, is 
to be seen; I have made choice of one hystorle, conteining, briefly, the 
narration of a thing done at this place, by Dunstanc, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, almost a huudreth yeares before the coming of King VVil-. 
Itam the Conquerour. 

A rich man, (siuth the text of Rochester,) anno U70, being owner oi 
Cray, Earithe, Ainesford, and Woldham, and hauing none issue of his 
body, deuised the same lands (by his last wil, made in the presence of 
Dunstanc, and others) to a kinswoman of his ownc, for life, the re- 
mamder of the oik? lialfc thereof, after her death, to Christes Church 
at Canterbury, and of the other halfe to Saint Androwes of Rochester^ 
for eucr: he died, and his wife toke one Leofsun to husband, (who 
ouerliuing her,) reteined the land as hb owne, notwiih$tanding that 
by the fourmc of the deuise, his interest was determined by the deathe 
of his wife : hereupon complaint came to one \\ ulsic, for that time the 
Scyrcmaii, or Judge of the couniie, (as the same booke interpreteth 
it*) before whome, bothe Dunstane, the Aahebishop, the parties them- 
aelucs, sundrie other Bishops, ai»d a great multitude of the by people, 
appeared, all by appointment, at Eareth : and tli^re in the presence of 
their whole assembly, Dunstane (raking a cross in his hand) made a 
corporal oath upon the booke of ihg Ecclesiastical Lawes, unto the 
Shyreman, (which then tooke tt to the King’s vse, because Leofsun 
himself reff^sed to receaue it,) and affirmed that the righte of these 
iandel wat to Christes Church, and to Saint Androwes. 

ratlikation and credit of wbkb Ins othe, a thou:>and other persons 
(cho^n of East and West Kent, Easisex, Midlesex, and Sussex) 
tooke their oaihel nbo, vpon the crowe, after him. And thus, by thit 
manner ef tadgement* Christes Churche, and Saint Androwes were 
I*fooght itslojposseasion, and Leofsun utterly rejected for euer." 
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murried Richard, non of Robert de Chilham; and in th^. twclfiJi 
of flciuytlie Third, she recovcnMl the possession of this Manor 
from Robert Filz-wiilter, iipo!i * irJul by baffk\'* She afterwards 
married, secosclly, Rirh ird Fit/-rt>y, natural son to Kin.sr John, 
ami had the Manor ni l.rvies, alias Erill!, assi!:n«»d to her for her 
jnainleiuince. Survivin;; this inat-'h, slie paid a tine to the King 
Ibr license to nenav whom she ph as**(j, aiul tlnai Ixnanie the fiife 
of Richard de Dover. Bv hi:n bje had a son and dantihter, the 
fanner of whom dviici: ^ itiiou! .ftdin, I' lrl ot Atiuyl, sou ot 

the latter, beianne his heir, and on the c of Ins widow, in 
the thirty second oi Edward the 1 irst, obtained possession (d this 
Manor. Two years afterwards, he was haniM-d for titnison, in as- 
sisting at the coronatioii of Robert <le ibtts, ofStotl.tnd, and Ins 
estates were sei/e<l by (h.e King, li-dward llte Seeond granted 
Erith to Daititolouiew de Uadlesinere, vDio obtaitanl license to hold 
a weekly market asul two fails atmnully IinA% us well as to hu\e 
liberty of free -win re n. lie also ua^ executid for treason; l)ut his 
estates were restored U\ IbKvard tlie 'i’hitih to (Mb s dr Badl^smcrc, 
his son: on Ins death, in the h'.<‘lt’th of tliaJ leigiu they till to ins 
four sisters, ami <o-h( ires vis, to one of whom, Kii/^ibetli, wife of 
William de Bolum, Emi of Northampton, this Mam»r was assigned 
on a partition; and on her deal b, it desc* uded to Roger, aflcr- 
* wards Earl of Man!), her only, surviving son by Ivhnuml de Mnr- 
timer, her first Imsbaml, wdio^c <Iescendants attained tlie Crown 
in »nc person <d Edward the Fourth. Hemy the Eighth granted 
Erith to Elizalreth, Countess of Shrewsbury, whose daughter, 
Anne, nianie<l first lo Peter Compt^wi, Esep rmd sijcondly, fo 
William, Earl of Pembroke, died, /^feked of this Manor, in the 
thirty-first oi’ Elizabeth. Henry, Baton Compton, hei fmly son 
by her first liudrand, succeeded, ami settled Etith on Sir 'Jdioinas 
Compton, his s<H ond son, who married Mary, Countc«» of Buck- 
ingham, relict of Sir (ieorge Villiers; but he dying without issue, 
devisefi it to Sir William Compton, a valiant officer in the stTvh c 
of Charles the First. This gentleman sold it to Nicholas Vaiiaclter, 

a mercliuni 

Hasted'? Kent, Vob IF- p- edit 
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t miepdbmt 0( London, from wfiose family it passed by tlie female 
line to Sir ^PaUam Hedges, whose son, dying without issue in 
IfSI'f bequeatibed k to lolm Wheatley, Esq, in whose descen- 
dants it yet continues. Hi:» grandson, who was Sheriff of this 
county 111 176#> built a new Manor-lIoiiM on tlie edge of 
Hortbumbcrland Heath, about a mile from Erith, on the soiiffi- 
wesia 

Hie CKnrcA^ dedicated to St, John Baptist, is an ancient struc- 
late, consl^mg of a nave, a chancel, a south chapel, and a soutU 
aiile, with a low tower and spire at the we^t end : the north wall 
is thickly covered with ivy, Ttie nave and aij>Ie are separated from 
the ebancct and chapel by a screen of wood, carved in the pointed 
style, fa the Chapel is an alabaster tomb, much mutilated, in 
memory of Euzabkth, Countess of Shrewsbury, who is repre^ 
seated in her robes and coronet, lying on a mat, %vith a lion at her 
feet, and her head oti a cuslikm, At (he ^ies of ifie tomb arv^ 
various shields of artnf) with numerous quarteriugs, diq>iayiDg the 
intermarriages and alliances of the family i the inscriptiou is oblite* 
rated, but has been preserved by Weever, who appears to have 
held this rectory in the lime of James the First,^ The Countess 
died in the tenth of Elizabeth: her only daughter, Anne, Oouu^ 
te$s of Pembroke, ivas also buried here, in the thirfydfest of 
the same Sovereign. On a slab near the above, ate imll 
vriiole-lengtlt figures, in Brass, of a Kragfat, in armonr, And hb 
Lady: the %rmti has on his tabard of amis, dispiayiiig a hg^, 
eotized, befureesi sia martlets: the inscription is gone: it 
the memoty of St» Richabo Wawkn, Knt andMAil^BY^ 
fab tfae ptemts of the Countess of Shre^sbuiy ; the fonuer 
died In rile bitter In 1522S. On another slab, aie brasi 
finite of a Xni^hh tmd ^ Lady, tFuh the arms of fTaldm: the 
former is on a greyhound, with Ins sword hanging beRnw 

fafall IliO JbMd 0 |he Lady b gone, as are the figures of their sdns 
and dao^blsl^ Heal to thb, mt a smaller stone, are figure^ hi 
end of thesatnefemily; nndoo 

Vob. VU SsH.' 180 $* a d motiwr 
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sotttb & an obelisk of black marble, Utul# a* Wb9^ mMc&fe 

can0)9^ In ekmlmeaioration of Damb Et.nA»B1lH SkOTB 1>« R* 
lict nf Sirtitnuiesly Shovel, the sevcHty «f wiioMii tiM», in llill^ 
afaipwreek of her husband, and two only mmh, {wbom ibo bad 
bom to Admiral Sir John Narborotigh,) is d(Ml9ed ia h kog in' 
scription; and on a second tablet, at tlw base of the mmiaitietit', 
are recorded tiie alliances of her children : she died in bet slvoti' 
^•thtrd year, in April, 1732. Near the above is, nnoUter band* 
Some mutid monument, incommcmoratiou of the ll«n.“RoBBliT 
MANSBf., eldest son and heir cd’ Thomas, Lord Manid, of die 
ancient and noble iamily of the Manscis, <d Normandy, removed 
into Ei^and in the time of WiRiam the Ckmqueror, (mu^ esta- 
blished in Wales in the rc^ of Henry the First, where they have 
flewuhed ever since, in great ^lender and digniiy; first, at Ox* 
wich Castle; then at Maigam, in the county of Cfiamungan, He 
married Anne, one of the daughters and co-heirs of Si* Qoudesly 
Sliovel; and died in May, 1723." His widow, who erected this 
monument, was afterwards married to John Blackwood, Esq. 

The population of Cvajfotd, as returned under the late Act, 
was 12101 ; die number of houses, 191 : the latter are diqiosed in a 
narrow fiMndIt street, about half a mile long. The river Cray, m 
its eostne fitom this village to Dartford Cteek, su|qdi«» water to 
two luge ttttnuftwdories for printing c^'coes, to a mill fbr fiatting, 
tmd dkdDg hon to make hoops, &c. (‘ lately builded,' says Lam- 
bard, 'fi>r die making of plates, whereof armour is fhskoned,’) 
hod to sgveral bteadhing-grousds ifbr linens, C!ta|ford bad the 
grant of a woehly neiket ftom Richard the Sieomt^ Imt this has 
been long disusedi 

There we now to be seen,’' says Hasted, « as wdfi on the 
heaths sear Ciayford, as in ,4e fields end woo<R bnnnihbhts 'ntt 
sntilcial Catbb, or hoks,in the earth; some of Bth 
tome fifteen, and other jgwuity fathoms dhep, tfia phutb, 
and thence downward, WoR nnifodv i&e llie 
of a widli hut at the I P^hey fdO 

tliat some pga htni^ iwtlfikjin» 

me ^Mun aaotber^i fRidtetj, hod ^ 

dunjk* 
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elialk.’** )«oi!ua, ttod are by vm/t saf^toird to have 

ti«en iiMeely <iaUe|iits; but tbdr general f^ipeataiiee enatra^kla 
tHht opvaieUi, Mr. Hasted apprehended them u> liwe been exna^ 
vated by the Saamit, fat imitatien of the castotiu of their Oermaa 
ancestotsH' btttodMrs, and among them the learned Sdnayd Kingt 
Esq. have oonediVad them to be the woda of the Britons; “ bo> 
tsanse INodonis ^uins expressly tdls ns, that the Britons (hd hj 
np tfieir com in ttAfetraiieous repo$i*otte$X’ 

The Manov of BEXLEY -was given, by King Cennlpb, to the 
See of Canterbury, and is described, in the Domesday Bindc, by 
the name of Bit, and as having *■ a Chateb, and thtoe ndla.’ In 
the Textut JRq^nrii, it is written Bale; and under that aanie» Ed* 
ward the Seoe«d granted a weekly market to be ber^ at the 
soUdtathm of Arehbiriiop E^nolds; bat this has hHigbeen dis- 
used. Arclibiriiop Ciaomer alieuated Bexley, with all ^ htids 
belongiti^to bn See, inthisBarish, to Heniy the Eighth; audit 
cootiuued in the Crown till James the First granted it, in fee, to 
$ir John Spibnan, who sbortiy aBerwaids sold it to the celebrated 

N n 41 Camden* 

* £bst. of Kent, V«l. U. p. S66. Sro. Edit. 

t l^es tells us, tlat ' the Germatu were accustomed to dig tub* 
tetraneMs caverns, and then to cover them over with much loose earth, 
*(or compost;) forming hereby a refuge from norm, and a receptacle 
for cora; because by means of such sort of places they resit the fioit: 
and besides, if at any tune any enemy comes, the open country Is piim« 
dered; hut these concealed and deep sunk dew, are either unknown, 
or deceive the plunderers, even by that very cirpumstanco, that they 
are placet to be hunted after.'* 

I filth Sh. y. S09, p. 3i7. Ed. \\'ahel«gu; as quoted m Mimu- 
inentt Andqua, VoL L p. 48. 

* ^SatsUt tt snbtcnaaeoi specos aperire, eosque aulto Intnpei fimo Wrin 

rat, suffogiara hieai, a xKepMeolam frugibns: quit tigottm higanimsjwP 
niodi kiUia tSiiloIthiiu; a si qntndo hoitis advalt, apata popotatW; ihdita 
totemaiohHa, «U/« ip»o &Uua, quod qatomida mac* 
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Ciimdoi, This /Viitiqiiniy, in the niurtcontli of ihi^ 

mme n ii;n, tirade oier his rii:Iil to the Umvcrsitj* of Oxford^ fot 
the purpose of fouudiii? an Historical Professorsliipj but cow- 
nauled, that all the leveiiuc^ of the Mnuoir should be enjoyed for 
ninety-nine years Imin his <H\n death, by Mr. Heatfior, 

his hi i}^, and ^ nho neie, hone\e^ tootle subject to the 

payaunl ot‘ j \n\ airnialK. (’iiinden died in ; and, at tin 
cxpiiatituj of ti e mneiyniiie \e.’i , tl e Manor de\olved on the 
Vnhersify nlto Nh.ee ^/lanteil hnM*s, from timcMo lime, foi 
Iwentyoi.e ysn to the Li of Hai\le\. IVIcM of the lands in 
Be\li\ J\nid{, vJjidi ixfends ueaiK (htee miles each way aie. 
hehl of tins M.uior.’^ 

Tiie (hiiuh k a peculiar t>f the "iichbishops of Canterbury: n 
is dedicatcsl fo St, iM.iry, and has a shintiled toxwr* and snudl o< - 
faiii^nler spire. On the south side of the ehaneel is imaiuiuU 
( aijh conslain?; of ihne di\i.sions of )Kvinted aiehcs, and 

R i<reNN iin hois water: on the noith side ate seien ancient Stales 
of oiiK, with cin\<d i.eads, and other s. On a Unb undet 
the north wlnifov., which sec tiis to haie been the rowr of a very 
ancient coflin, is a small iim.ss' fi^nre for Thum As SuAHfiow , 
owner of Lainien!)y, in this Parish, who diedln laid. Ai^ninst 
the m>rt}i wall is an alabaster ntonuineiit^ in memory of Sru JotlN 
€iiA>iPLNKis, Knt. who diul in October, l.^.Vo, and whose ti- 
whh that of his La<ly. are represi nied Kneeiine; at a <k^k, in 
the dress ot tl:e times: Sir John wi‘.> Loid Mayor of London in 
1 duL Another iiionniiU nt leiords the nicmorv of Siu Rich AK i> 
Austv.X, Ihut. of Hall Phue, who was luirad here, witJi scwral 
otheis of his family. Here arc also memorials for JouN 
MAT^f, Esq. an ctnirrent Last India Merchant, and a Director of the 
F/ast India Company, who (Ke(j in 17 d A, at the agt» of eighty-two, 
and four ol )/is wives; for Shi Enw Aun BhkTT^ KiiL u dhtin- 
giiished soldhr in tlie time of the Civil \Vai>, on the part of 
Charles tlie First, who dic^tl in February, 1083, aged i^eiNJUty-fivc ; 
few* for SiH |H( UAitjo r^>iu^ Loid Ma>or of London in 1071; 

ho 
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,}tc died »t the age of sixty-five, in 1 C 78 : the inscription is sin- 
gular.'^ 

The population of Bexley Parish, ascertained in 1801, was 
Hl-l; the number of houses, 2(>7 : among the latter are several 
good mausious, inhabited by reputable families. itlGH STllEET 
HOUSE, which 'adjoins the Cliurch-^ard, was rebuilt, in 17 ^ 1 , by 
the late learned Antiquary, John Thorpe, Esq. F. S. A. author of 
the Custmmle Rojfcnse, who purchased this estate of the 
of Hall Piaee,* in the year 1750. On his death, at Chippenham, 
m Wiltshire, in 1792> his possessions devolved to his two daugh- 
ters, by lib first marriage with Catherine, rlaiighter of Dr. Law- 
rcii^Holker, of Gnivesend: ai:d on a partition, High Street House 
wasHlptted to the youngest, married to Catlibert Potts, Esq. an 
euniicnt Surgeon, of London. This gentleman became owner 
also, in right of his wife, of a ronfiguous Villa, called BOURNE 
PLACE, which was built about thirty yeai's ago, by Lawrence 
Holker, Esq. only son of the above mentioned Dr. Holker. 

HALL PLACE was ancieiitly the seat of a family surnamed 
Atdiall, the last of whom conveyed it, iti the time of Edward the 
Third, to the Shclkys, w ho, in the twenty-ninth of Henry tlie Eighth, 
M>ld it to Sir John Cliarnpeueis, who bes burled in the Ciiurcli, and 
whose estates in Kent weie among those dis-gavelled by the Act 
of the tliirty-first of the above Sovereign. His youngest and only 
surviving son, Justinian, succeeded to this estiite, and was Sheriff 
of Kent in the twenly-fifth of E^i^abtth. His son, Ricliard 
Cbampiieis, convened it to Robert Austen, who was cneated a Ba- 
ronet in the twelfth of Charles the Second, and was Siieriff of this 
county ill that and tfic ioilowiiig year. Hi$ great-grandson, and 
of the same nanu*, was also Sheriff in 1724'. On the extlnclfea of 
his family, it became, by a h ttlenient, the property of the late 
Francis, Lord le Desjiewser, who devised it to Francis Dashwood, 
Esq. in lysi.t The Mansion is an ancient and spacious ediict, 
and b now occupied as a Boarding School. 

N n 4 BLENDON 

^ See Ihorpe’s Rrghtrum Bojeme, p. 9C?«. 

• •I''’'' 

+ UMted*! Kcui. Vol. 173.-y. 8vo. Edit. 
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BLENDON HA1X» caUed> in oM Mhdind^n Couri, 

anciently possessed by | fiiinily surnsmd Pe Bladic^dcmey^ 
who, ia the time of Richard tlie Second, conveyed it to tbo Ifal* 
^ingkm$, from whom it passed through several fmniiies, by de« 
scent, and otherwise, to John Wroth, Esq. Wlm was created a 
Baronet in l06O: he died in 1671, and two years afterwards, 
this estate was conveyed to Sir Edward Brett, who lies buried in 
Bexley Church. His nephew dying without issue, in 1732, *d€s 
vised it to Jacob Sawhridge, Esq. a Director of Jho South Sea 
ComiKUiy, who««e son sold it, about t7d3, to Lady Mary Scotty 
relict of Arthur Scott, Esq. Comniissioner of Chatluuii^Yard, and 
daughter of the fourth sou of George, fourth Earl of Northainp* 
ton. This Lady, who, on the succession, in tom, of her- two 
brothers to the Earldom, had the rank and precedence of an Eiuls 
daughter allowed her by special tavor, rebuilt Bleudon Hall on the 
old site, ami considerably improved the surrounding grounds. Sl»c 
died in 17^2, and was buried at Bexley, having bequeathed this 
estate to William Scott, Esq. eldest son of her husbmtd's brother, 
who sold it to the late Lieutenant-General Pattison ; andofhb 
nephew it has been lately purcliased by John Smith, Esq. M. P. 

lAMlElSBY, or Lamnbby, as it is improj/erly railed, belonged 
to an anefent fiiiiiily, who assumed the surname of Lanuenby, but 
afterwards obtained that of Sparrow. Agnes, daughter and heir* 
ess of Thomas Sparrow, who lies buried in Bexley Church, married 
James Goldwell, £sq« from whose descendants this estate pa4tsecl, 
through various families, by purchase and otherwise, to David 
Onne, &L D. of Great St. Helen's, in the year 1783. The Mansion 
was rebuilt by William Steele, Esq. a former owner of this estattv 
about the year 1744: he also laid omI the Park, Ibrougli which 
flows a small rivulet, which has here been formed into e canal^ 
and, after flowing by Blendon Bourne Place, and Hall Plaee, 
falls into the river Cray. 

DANSON HILL, formeriiSled thf Manor of Dmmietb aliai 
Baumington, was the Pro^^of Matthew, second son pfAtcii* 
bishop Parker, wbodwwlioutisiuei mfoetitn^of 

vised 
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it to Ws iall*er : he gave it to his son John, vtlih Joan, liis 
Vi^ife, levied a fine hi tlie twentieth of that reign. How it 
iceiukd is UDcertain ; bet early in the last century it l>ecanie the 
property of Jolm Styleman, Esq. who lies buried at Bexley, aud 
who beqneatlied a nioiely of lus estate in Kent to found an Alms« 
house) for twdvc poor families, near the Church. This estate be* 
ing included hi the moiety, waj, leased to JoJin Boyd, of Loudoitf 
md^chant, wIjo, in the second year of his present Majesty, pro-* 
cured the .simple to be vested in liimself, and his heirs, by Act 
of l^lrlmnlent, under an agreeineat with the trustees, to whom he 
made over a rent-chaige of 1( 0 pounds ammaUv t'^r the uses of 
the charity. S^Kin afterward^ lie erected the presrnt Man^oO) 
which is a handsome fitbric, standing on a connnandhig eminence^ 
in a pleasant Park. Tlie original designs were given by Sir 
Koliert Taybr, but were somewhat departed from in raising the 
superstructure: on the principal floor are three large and elegant 
sqiartments. The grouiuis were laid out by the celebiiiled ^Irown, 
who also fiirmed a spacious sheet of water towards the southern 
extremity of tlic Park, which exhliiits some fiouryiing plantationei, 
Mr. Boyd was created a Bamnet, in May, 1775; and on liis 
death, was succeeded by his son, the second Baronet, who puHed 
down the wings of the 1iouh% aud at a little distance erected a 
a large pile of stabling and oifices. His son and successor, the 
present Sir J, Boyd, has recently sold the w'hole estate to lolin 
iobustoue, for about 50,000h 

DARTFOttD. 

The name of Uiis town w'as derived from its sitiwiiod on a 
Ford of the river Dartnt, Tlie^ Saxons called it JDtretu^ord: 
ttud fiiisi in the Domesday Book, is spelt Tauntefou. The Manor 
Has andent demesne of the Saxon Kings. At the time of the 
Survey, i| bSoitged to the Conqiu ror, and must then have been 
H piuciii odf comparatjve importance, as it is described 

fauvj!^ t ClmrcU wortli sixty shillings, and thiee Cimpels/ 
Here were also * two earucutes, in demesne, and 142 villeins, 
Hltb teh bnrderersi Imviug fi%*lhree carucatet; two laths, or ha^ 

veiisi 
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Tens> a mill/* &c. held in feroi by a luzx. The Maiior coii* 
tinned in the Crown, and tin? rents were recounted for hy ihe 
Slieriflfe of Kent, till tlie se< ond ui' Kmg Joiiii, who gianfed it to 
Hugh, Earl of St Fanl, a Norfouri I.ord, wlio/ i« the next year, 
had lireose to rnoUgugi* \m lands in Daitloid fi)t three years, on 
going to the Holy Land. Henry the Third the Manor 

provisioiiaUy to John de Bingo, and a t'tcrwardi> to William, Earl 
of Allremarle, who died sid/ed of it liie tbrtydourth of that reign; 
and three years afterwards, Ileniy n^slored it to ihiy de CljasfL 
Ban, Earl of St. Paul, on whose death it le^ertod to the Crown. 
Edward the Second granted it to his half brother, Falmiind of 
Woodstock, with its appiirteiianctN, which inchtded Cbislehiirst, 
and other subordinate manors. His sons, who were EarK of Kent 
in suct'ession, dying without issue, their sister, Joan, nuirried lirst 
to Sir Thomas Holland, ami seiondly, to Edivard the Black 
Prince, became Jiis sole heir. Her grandson, Ednnnul Holland, 
Earl of Kent, dying also witlimtt issue, liis iidu?ritanre was divided 
among his four sisters and co-heiresses, when this Mmior was at* 
lotted to Joan, Duchess of York: but on her death, in 14*34-, it 
became the property of her sister, Margaret, and was inherited 
by the descendants of her hrst fiusband, John, Earl of SoinerM*t, 
On the attainder of Hemy, Duke of Somerset, in 1 H)4, it was 
granted, with its appendages, to the great Earl of Warwiek; after 
whose defeat and death, near Baniet, it was granted toliisdaugh* 
ter Isabel, married to George, Duke of Clarence; but on the at* 
tainder of the* latter, in 1477? Edward the Fourth granted it to 
Tlromas Lord Stanley Ibr life. If was afterwards re^conveyed, 
with all tiie other possessions of the Earl of Warwick, to his Coun- 
tess, by Hcniy the Seventh, for the purpose of obtaining a legal 
surrender of the whole ; and bhe accordingly griinted to the King 
114 manors, including Dailford, which remained in the Crown 
till the year 1 6 ' 10 , when the First granted it, with Chislc- 
hurst, in fee, to George^|||r^lioiiias Whitmore, wljo, in the fol- 
lowing year, coinevecf Sir Thomas Walsingham, the 

lessee. 
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hmaxi. S!r T\m)vd% in l6 13, sold Dartfoifl, for 5001. to Sit 
Robert DV\rcy, by whose descendants it was sold, iu to 

Thomas Gonse, wliodicdiii 17(>7, leaving tlirec sons, all of 
^hom successiiel^ iiheiite<l his estates, winch aftemards descend- 
C(1 to his | 2 fi*and^i}, Robert ^F}nors, who assittned the name 
of Gouire, by*Ae1 of Parliament. He iking without issue, in 
176’5, deviseil his estates to his widow, wlio afterwards married 
Charles Moigan, Esq. in whose descendants Dart ford is now 
vested. • • 

Liimbard imagines that ^ there was some fairc house of the 
lving\, or of Muue others/ in tins town in the reign of Henry the 
Tiiird, as Isabella, the King s .sister, was here married by proxy, 
ib the year 1 C;j 5, to the Emperor Frederic, vilio had sent an em- 
bassy with the Archbishop of Cologne, for tile purpose. Edwai<l 
the 'rhird held a Tonrmmcnt at Darttonl on hk return from 
France, hi 1 , 531 , ‘ in wfiiche he and his nobles perfoiirmed niostc 
honorablie.'^ 'Fhe most remariiahle historical event, however, 
connected witfi this town,f was tiie insurrection under Wat Tyler, 
in the fifth of Richard the Second, which was equally singular in 
its origin, as in its tennmatiou; and which, liad it been eondm ted 
with even common ability, might have led to the establishment of 
a new race of Sovereigns. The insolence of a tax-gatherer, who 
had been appointed to levye the groales that were by Parleameut 
taxed upon every polU?7’t above a certain age, occasioned Iiis owti 
dcatli, and so inctuised the conmion-ptoplc of this sliyre/ that 
liiey rose in arms, determined to redress their owii grievances. 
Making Tyler their captain, they marched towards Loudon, and 
being joined by muiiitiHies in their way, pjrcsentiy increased to 
100,000 strong. The King, hearing they were advanced loRlack- 
healh, where they encamped, scn| mesMiugcrs to know their de- 
inaads; when tliev reijuired that he should himself treat with tlieiu 
in perSiptt; and on liis refusid so to do, by advice of bis coaned, 

they 

Pcrainl). of Kent, p. 3-i7. 

f Rapb^ and dome oiIkt historians, have erroneously stated this insur’^ 
faction to have beg in at Deptford. 

Peramb. of Kent, p. 348, 
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they tnarchcii to London, where they committed great 
end exercised maii> barlwirities^ They even seined on the Tower^ 
where Sudbmry, Archbishop of CattUibuiy, end RiAert de Hales, 
High Treusurer of England, had sought refuge^ and beheaded 
them, as being the chief advisers in tlie King’s late refusaU At 
length, Richard was constnuued to submit lo a oonference, and 
repaired to Snuthfield, where he uas met by Tyler on horseback, 
wlio demanded a general enfranchisement of all bondmen; 
that all warrens* paiics, and chases, should be free and 

common to all, m> that the poor, as well as the rich, sliouid have 
Hberty to fish, fowl, end hunt, in al) places throughout the King* 
doiw,"’* &c* These and other terms abrogatoiy of the general 
laws of the realm, he insisted on witli all the rudeness of an um 
cultivated inmd ; and while the King was meditating on an ansuer, 
he is said to ha\c twice, or thrice, lifted up hb sword m a me- 
nacmg manner. This infianietl the spirit of Walworth, Lord 
Mayor of London, who had accompanied Richard, aud who sud- 
denly discharged such a violent blow with his sword, at the brad 
of Tyler, that he fell dead at his feet* Tlte alarmed multitude 
iostanliy lient their hows; but Richard, willi admirable presence 
of mind, dissuaded them fnnn extieoiilies, and putting bimselt 
at their bead, led them into St. George’s Fields, where (be sight 
of an aimed force, under Sir Robert Knollys, so far iutiuiklated 
them, , that they threw down tlieir arms, and solicited iner^* Thus 
was the insurrection quelled ; but, to the dbgrare of the Couit, 
the revolters were treated with fiir greater severity than the occa- 
wn justified. 

Edward the Third founded a Nukkert at Dartfbrd, in the 
year *1355, and committed its goveniment to the Order of Friars^ 
iVeacbers. It was dedicated to St. Mary, and St.<Margaref, the 
Virgins; and by Edward’s pat&t of endo^enf, dated in bis for* 
ty-sixtl) year, he grants to Mau#|^tbe Prioress, various manors 
and estates for its support, botb^f 1^ owii gift, and of tlie dona- 
tion of olhers.f Rkiiard the Secoiil increased the jpossessions of 

Che 
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of ground in Danford, csil { id the Ca^l-tPlact, occurs in 
liiis pa 
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ihc nnns; and Edward the Fourth coniinncd llie former grant% 
an<l p^ave them a new charter. His fourtii daui^liicr, Bridget, who 
was horn at Elthatn, hcaniic a nun, and was buried here; as was 
the Lad;^ Joan, dauditer of Lord Scrope, ofBoltovi, the Lady 
Margaret, tiaughter of Lord Beaumont, h<»th Prioresses, and Ca- 
tJjiTino, xvidow of Sir Maurice Berkeley. At the Dissolution, its 
iuftiates were roinpO'-ed of feimilos related to some of the most 
ancient aiH[ r^^speetahle families in Kent. Its annual revenues, at 
that jxu'iod, aerording; to Dugrlale, amounted to GSOl. Os, Ojd, 
lull arcortiing^ to Sjiced, to 4001. S.-v. The nuns were then of the 
t )!(ler ol'S(. Donn’nic, but (be foundation was orijginally estaWished 
i^r Nuns of the Order ot St. Auguslinc. Henry the Eighth fitted 
up the buildings as a }\dacc for Jiimsdf, and Ihs successors; but 
I'.dward tije Sixth grunted it, with the Manor ol Hartford, and its 
appurt (‘nances, and Ins Park iti Hartford, called Washmeado, 
to Anne of ( !( ves, in exchange for lands in Surrey, and she died 
:.ei/ed of tluan in tlu; fourth o< Queen Mary, wlu^n tliey reverted 
to llic (’rown. (Jneen Elizabelii retained the Priory demesui^ in 
her own hund^, and during her pr(»gr*'SN in Kent, hi her sixteenth 
ye.u, residt (i ' in her Palace at i)artlbi(r two days, James the 
Pa 4 graiit<Ml it, wifh the Manor of Hartford, alias Temple, 
m Hartibrd, Hatfield in Hertfordshire, and other lands, to Ro- 
l>ert C(Mil, Earl of Salisbury’, in exihunge for Theobalds; and 
that Nobienian, in tin' lenlh iw eleventh of the same reign, con* 
veyed iJie site of the Priory, with its appurteivauces, to Sir Robert 
Ha rev, from whom (hey have descended in the same way as the 
eapiial Manor of Hartford. 

Sir Edward H'Arcy, father of' Sir Robert, who had a iea^e of 
the Priory for Ids own life, redded and died here; he gave it the 
name of Dartford Place, by which ajipellation, and that of the 
iHace, or Place House, it 1ms ever since been called. The present 
^ cinains are of brick, and consiut of a large emliattled gateway, 
'vith somg adjoining buildhi|| on the south, now us^ d as a farm- 
house ; the garden and stock-yard occujiy the reiirahdng part of 
die site of the Priory, which was of great extent, as appears from 
die numerous drains^ and foundations of walls, that have been dis- 
cos ered. 
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covcTfd, Thr ^nnl^^ns and orrliards were inrlo^ d by ini iinrit’ril 
stone wall^ vhiili is still entire; the area inrlmles about twelve 
acres, anti is now tenanted by a market gardener. The Priory 
buildinjC:s were situated at a short disfanee fniui the north-west 
side of tiir town. 

The i 'hun^h. whicii ^t^lnd> near the riv< r, in the norfli-eest part 
of tl‘e town, and is dedicated to the liol\ Tiiiuty, is a sj^uious 
edilue, coiisistiui^ of a nave, chanetl, and aish , vidi a tower, 
embattled, at the north-west side: it was ^'paired at tlie exptiiM' 
of the paridilimers, in the \i\u 175 h). 0 \er the arch of the <‘ast 
window' of the chancci, which is now stopped up. l)nt was made 
in fite time of Edward tlu' Tiiird, hv dv ffrthe, Ihjhop 

of Poelirster, win tlie head of that prelate in stone: this is jtow 
i?! a iumljcr rot)m over the vestry; tl»e countciianr<' di>pi: a dna r- 
m! ' O '? In the cliancei, on the uoith si<|f, is a ninra.l tnomi* 

nn . ts nn. < ipor;*ji«';i of Sin John Se 1 1 ,^I A n, (U Si'i w./ 
a fieriuan, w i'o wa^ the fl>'^t that imroflnr» d the .►/<;???. opy;/,- . ♦ 
into tin: ijni^dojr!. 'rhi.^'wa>in the iu:n] of who 

pj; i.tcd him the snhoi<lin.» 1 e Manor ot IhulhiuipeJ oj PA(knoi<\ 
in Dartfortl, whith laid pie\iouNi% ht^n .m appendape to il.e 
Priory. Here, on the of a wheat, and a imdt mil), in- huih u 
Paper Mill, t<n tin making' of w ritinp papej ; and in tin thirty hisi 
ot' Eliiiaheth, who km'ithtrd him, and to whotn he- Jewi llej, 
he obtamed a Incnse for t,ht h* patherin*:, for ti n y-Ar<, oi' all 
r<»gs, K(\ maes-atv tfu tin* inakiMg ot such pa[M‘jd He diMi u 
16(/7, at the age of hiU-lhe : ids dhpies with that vf his Lad}, 

. vU'«' 


^ bo ^^c!t by 'Koop^., !.i his TliOnric i| Amvant ot th" Suh.-A^na'e; 
hevt* bf n usr(t o* d^ sfa ihe i'-vent*', Hnd to< or;vey iditas, from 
the earlie.n Dale to the Invention ot Paper,’ p. '.'J >. 

t “ He IS vii d to have brought owilpE^a with Ihin in his portmanfrau, 
two a iree unvcen brh^re i» these parts, and ro have plant- 
ed InTf : these tre-es slMid dwv hini! iious(‘ hclonyin:; to 

the Po\vd( r yjdls, a’id remnined till vmlln these few years, whui fhev 
were ( or d.ou nd' I /anted ^ Ktfd. 

i U,^r. Vr-6, No. 22dP,.R fob !24, as quoted by IfahtCvb 
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arc cithibitcd on the moiiUJneat kneeling at a desk. Near this, 
In tlie pavement, is a slab, hilaid with J^rcmcs, of a inak'. and fe- 
male under a rich fanapy, with labels inoceefiing from their 
mouths, and a mutilated Inscription beiH'atli their feet: these re- 
present U3id his wife, both of whom died at tlie 

beginning of the fifteenth century. Several other inlaid slabs are 
in part^ of the Church, and some are very curious, Ou 

one of fbem, in what islemted t!ie s^tfwth chaticel, is a male figiire, 
and two eschlflieons in Brass, with indents for a female, &c. and 
the following inntifated inscriplien going round the verge : 

♦ ♦♦♦♦♦ tmi milu&imo qninGentcotmo oct:tja, et 
dffrtuttr lucar Qne ahijt Ote mcjtsio jfihnmri? 8n«* omt 
j®uorum aitmbS ppactur Dnjo 3m:n* 

Between each word in this inscriptioii, are ornamental figures, as a 
bell, a tun, a leaf, a rose, a trefoil slipped, a dog, a nndlct, a leo- 
pard*s head, a crescent, &.e. Among the remaitiing meiiionals, are 
several for the Beers and Tulstkions, of HaKSEMAN^s Place, m 
this Parish, and for otlief res{>ectable families. In tlie |>rincipa! 
Churcli~yard, wlikb, from its siluatioa on the hill above the to^vn, 
to the east, overlooks even the tower of the Church itself^ was a 
Chantry Chuprt, dedicated to St. Edmund the Martyr; and the 
road li'iuli/ig up to it is, hi old deeds, called St. Edmond s Hill, 
Tliis is supposed to have betm fonndetl by J<»Im de Bycknorc, in 
the reign of EtKvard the Second : it afterwards Iwcanie appeadaut 
to the Prioiy, and w’as dissolved in the reigti of Edw^ard the Sixth. 

An IJemitagc is recorded to have been established as early as 
tlie twentieth of Henry’ (he Tliird: and in the third year of Hen- 
ry the Pifili, Henry, Lord Scrope, bequcatlied to tfie liien aiicho- 
iite,one mark.* T!>e charitable benafactionsfor the use of 
are numerous; mi 4 fonniitd iieie, under a license 
from Henty the Sixth; add in an ancient rental, it is called the 
^pytell House, * where the leprous iuliabet and dwcli.’f 

I« 

Hot. PatV^jUs am:, liyrq. Vok IX'. p. .27:“' 

' Kent, Voi. II. p. 318, 
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In a snnnqr made of Ihe imriAett fAnewli tids eMa^, iti Ae 
^|htii 4^^imbeUi, Dartdnd k atated to ixmtalll < 189 mliatnted 
kektos, si\ ftersons ladck^ Imititatton, (bar kej^ br lniditi$ipbx3<^ 
•even 8iii|[is and boafa, via, thibe of three ton*, dhe dT ds, two of 
ten, and one of fifteen, and person* for carridl^ ftom I^ftford 
to London, mid so tmck again, fourteen’.* At tint timealw, and 
even so iate as (he reign of James the First, thme whs a Fnierji 
at Daitford Creek, tihe rent of which was six saimms, worth fot' 
ty shillings, armnaily. 

The fioorislibig state of this town has chiefly arisen (ram the 
establishment of the different mills near it, on the river Darcnt. 
The origmal paper mill, erected by Sir John S|filnian, about half 
a mile above tlie bridge, occupied the site of the present gun*pow* 
der mills; and anotlier mill, at a short distanre below it, for tlie 
manufacture of paper, stands where Geoffrey Box, of Urge, erected 
a mill for slitting iron bars into rods, dee. supposed to have beeu 
(be first of the kiud in England, as early as the year I 89 O. Tit* 
Bridge is now a cwMmodious tdructore, hot was very narrow and 
dangerous, till between twenty and tlurly years ago, when h was 
altered at the expense of the county; at wtM time it was oH^nd* 
ly boiU k uidniown, but it was certainly posterior to the fonrlh of 
Edward tin Tliird, when, on an inquisirion taken after tlie death 
of Edmund of Woodstock, Hie Tetty otor (he Darcnt at this 
place, is valued among the rents of tte Manor, Alrout the same 
period that (he Bridge was repaired, the iM^etriet~U(me and 
Shembies were taken down, and new b(fildid|* (to’ the purpose 
erected in a less inconvenient atuation : the ipad thron|^ town 
was also amended, 'and Aew pavemrat* made, Cora k kdd beta 
ra great quantities amrualiy : below tiie town is a good «4mrf. 

The population of Dartfind,' as under the AtA hf 

amonnted to 2406; the houaer|£^^ the latttd' (09 tinefly 
disposed in a principal wliidh paatoi the Mf{h 

toad, and two smaller onea |L||8 m$ off (tl l^jj^ aqlMp, Tht 
town is situated in a nano |^|||k between two hfils, h( the 
wtotcnimo!^ Of which are eih iii ^Bh allMift* Oa 

w llssted'i It Ito iflB> 
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Oo HiMttOMIt BSI^Tt eminence above the town on the 
eilMtt, PltUf^ngeaeit, Piik« of York, ky eocampeil with his 

wjny, ia the yeap 1458, at the time that Henry the Sixth, with 
an oppoi^ ariwjj, was encamjKjd on Blachheath: this place was 
the rendeawotis,^ idiip, of General Fail fax’b ai inj , in llie jear 1 6'18.* 
In the Vk»t^*|lottsc at WlLMINdTON, lesuled tlie late 
Rev^ Satmutl Oei^t M. A. F. S. A. who held this living with that 
of the at^oblMg Baridi of Parent: he was second son ot Di. Jolui 
Penne, AfchdCwoO of Roclievter, hy a daughter of Bishop Bidtl- 
ford; and hes butied in Iloclu-sUi Cathedral. 

DABEKT, or PARENT! I, whtrli derives its iraiwe from Its 
contiguity to tb<5 liw Darculi was granted, by King Athclslan, to 
Duke Eudulf/ wiiO| In (lie jearyU), tonvcNed it to tlie Chuich 
of Caulerlniry, ia wliidb, with some little inteunis^ion, it continued 
till the yew UOSp the then Archbishop, Hubert Wdter, 

I'Nchangedit wkh the Monks of Rodiester, foi liie Manor of Limi- 
betli, in Suri»*y» Afier the Diiisolutioii, Hems the Eighth gninicd 
it to the newly erei^ed Dean and Chaptei of Kociiester, to whom 
if still belongs* The Church is u small ancient falnicy dedicated 
to sSt. Margaret; tlie upjprr part of the iliaiicci has a groined roof, 
and three iiun*ow lancet windows at the l a&t end ; from which, and 
from other peculiarities in the coiiNtiuctmn, the Rev. Mr. Dcnne, 
and the late Mr* Tboipe, supposeti it to be ot Sa\on u oi kniitaship.t 
The Foiw is ciroikr^ tUid very curiously uiouidit; U consists of a 
single stone, exesavated to the depth oi >eveutee» iiiclies; its inter* 
nal diameter i$ Iw^y^vcn hiclies. Round the outside, are eight 
eouipartmenlx, with aeniicirciilar aidies abo\e supported b} co- 
Uimns, akefnately dreuiar aud angulai. In ejdi compuitirjent 
are sciilptOfet ki relief; which Mr. Denne, by a ^ciy forced inter- 
Vou m pCT. 1806‘. O o » pretuhon, 


HastetTi Kett^ Vol. II. p. ^9L Edit. 

+ Ckjl^stmike R^rntf p. # 0 — 104 ; where is a very elaborate ac 
cornu of OahMit Chatdl» and Font, and the Chapel of St. .Niargaret at 
accompanied ht'tWO plata. representing ihc mteuor ol the 
Chancel at Darent^ the tcu^tarei on ihc Font, and il^e rums of bu 
^krgaretV 
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pretfttion, has connefted with the kji'endary IdMary ^ St. DinutBn ; 
but which Mr. Tliorpe (nittnv of whose a^e alsofidtl; 

dH^nitable) ha-) coutertniwi t<r coabiin ^nisiiatli^ojfthe Heatfaen 
M^vthoioftv with Ute Christiau Uelt^jjiOQ.* fint NttiiiMttie ap> 
pears to be intended tor a ivin;;, roWd, aoit ciovMifd, with an 
olhe branch, ttie second, aWiveiii, the tbiid, l^vtd piayhi^ on 
the flaipi tbetohilh, Sa^Uries; thedlUi, a,4Urdfiiii the sivtb, 
a Lion rampant; the seceatli, hn aged Man, boldatg in one Initd, 
a <dub and m the <^ier, the tail of some animal, tviaidi is bebimi 
him; the eighth, and histf » H^Iale ami Female immet^ttg an infant 
in a font , probably mtended to r^iresent Baptum. 

At sr. M\RG\8ET At HELUES* now aliamlet in Patent, 
but forwedy a didmtt Partsb, are the jnumt ^ a very aorient 
Chiipef, condsting of scarcely any thing more than the lower pirl 
of a square tower. This is cuttoiu, hones er, from the layers of 
Rummbitik that ate to be seen in fbe walls, and m tl^ an li 
oi the door-way on the east side, which i» entirely turned nitli 
them. These materiab were, perinqta, brooglit litm the station 
Vm'tttaca, at Soathflect. .< 

On Greenstrbet CrRnr.N arc remains of scsend lines of en- 
trencbtnaits, or breast-woiks; and also of some small DtmHh 
traces of a small Camp may also be found in a Wood about three 
quarters of a mile to the eastward. 

bOUTHFLEET, called Suik-Jltta in tlue Domesday BoiA, was 
so named foom its relative situation to Notlfofleet, and from ib 
standing on a fleet, or broad expanse of V^r, which anru ntly 
flowed up from tlie 'I'lianics to thb Paridi, aail would stili, in iitgh 
tid^, were it not for the cmbankuieut, along which the mam road 
iuiB been carrwd. llie distance of this place from oi 

Roefa^ter, the discovery of wjltoman Miliary, the iwuaher of Bo- 
mau coins that have bew oi tdlvec mid of eofi- 

per, the flodbg of parched diecontigttity,ef tbe Watliug 

Street, induccil Mr, Tlior}K&.%|e«^eeitiite that this tSRl foe i*"*!* 
site of Hw Vagni AC* of mtottitiiis, «bout wtueh so mtniy con- 
tr»di< tory oswrtioiis have belM hmeafded.* 'I'h^ 


e S< e p itMii adl P- ^6, 





nie tttttiqtiilics that hme been discovercil at Soiiiliaeet, mcc 
tbecommencemeittof tb<fc present century, and of n hidi an account 
was communicated to the Antiquary Sociely by the Rev. IVter 
llasbleigtl, in two letlarH publWicd in the Archa^olo^da,^^ strongly 
forrobonites (he ojiinion of fljis having been a Roman station. 
The discoveries Vere n»ade in a place called Sole Fkhl, and con- 
principally of a vmv\ of a spherical form, of strong red pot- 
tery* sufficiently capacious to contain twenty gallons; a stone 
foiub* cdntafliiftg IWo leatlcn cotTins, See. a Sarcophagus, with two 
large urns, and two pair <*f cnriously wrought shoos; all of 
them included williiti the wnlls of a square buildin:;, inensuring 
about fifty-eiglit feet by fitty-fivc. The length of the tomb was 
rather more tlmn six feet . the coffins were of the sim})lest form, 
each of them being compos'd of two pieces of lead, bent at the 
sid^s arid ouds to inclose the bodies, the skeletons of which were 
jM‘rfc^*l; and, fronii the smallness of the bones, and the size of 
the teeth, iv^ere cofijcctuted to be those of children of seven or 
eight years of age; lu ono of the coffins was a v. rv handsome gold 
«hsti(i, coirdsllug of a mnhber of links, ornamculed with aijgnlar 
pieces of « hluisli green stofic, or composition; and in the middle 
of each alternate link Inul been a |>carl, all which were nearly dev 
caNcd. in the »5imc coffin were two curious gold rings for bracelets, 
with *M'r|K*nls* heads at the junction, and a smaller ring set uith a 
h^ariijfh. The Sarcophagus was found beneath a pavoiient of 
Kentish mg* stone, about three feet below the surface of the ground. 
This wa*j of a afpiarc tbrm, about tour feet, one inch, in length, 
and conq>o5cd of two stones, very nicely fitted in a groove; the 
internal icavtty watt elliptical, and in this vs cr<?*the tuo glass qrns; 
the largesil being one fool three inches liigh. J« botii were a con- 
^ulerabfe of burnt bodies but llrat whicn contamed the 

lesser pordrACl, was filled to the very briak with a Iransjvarent 
liquid, wbich bad neither tasile nor smell ; s<une ot (he same kind 
ol liquor mm hi the other wm. The shoes ucie placed belwecn 


Voh, 5i::hk, p, 

plates. 
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tb« arms tad gitatiy d«e»yed, ntatdolHg to 

taow the lirhiieMQrttavroirkntal^ 

IKi(}d»«o!omi leafhar, todeulhtod 

«tah hexagonal divMoa woilted wilil |hld, '*<%ta<^tddeeftfac 
datcQfdtagiis bad been lar|^ eaitbern otas, Ita theta tad tm» 
broken by the weight above; and at a short (fiadanita to taothcr 
small <jej»or, were two bottles of red }wtleiy, hdhtagtaKtolajphit 
each, and two red pans; MOttopf dm hitter were twosH^llii)b>{itaef. 
and some ashes, tamiedhitoly under this had btab Se^itoited a box 
of wood, well seeured bycOfijper cla<a}», ftotaoedbyliigemind 
headed roppet naiK tbcwood wascntinMyifeeayed, excepting some 
stmll paits, that adhered to the tappefi tat wore enMy rotten. 

The Chiuch is a ispaeioiia eiHfice; dedicated to St. Mkhidm, and 
eondsting of a nave^ alstto, and cliancat, oddi « moDuniMitai cha- 
pel, nr cbantiy, aitiowmig to the OnHOh on to* eootb side, tottirr- 
the pn>}ierty of the Sedley»i BattoMtat WflHMe fatni^ wetO pos- 
sessed of tile Mancff from the time of lUhMMh idi the present 
ie^;n, ard bad been long seated at Seadbaiy, or Sootbaty, in tins 
Pnnsh; at the west end is a large square tfwer. tbel^wiii- 
«]oW was ft|||ier]y riclily omanusbted witb pitatod glass, of which 
only ttmBio mutdated represeutatious of St. Catherine, S^. Man, 
the CnKafixion, and a ftsbop, under lofty gothic cano|nes. The 
sepnldual memorials are namerous : on a slab in the pavenitmt 
of the cfauoeel, me Brasses of a male tad female, with au indi'ui 
between them, in wbidt has probably beoi a wqweseotatioa of the 
Tlrgin and OdM, and this inscriptkm below fStir feet: 

Ihtc ianmt ^sbtaOlihan Sruttg’ oui ehih xhi hrt mitai ttati^ 
Anm batnini ^taUraaimo utrtxx* ft lohnt W (f gniitta Cite 
3oiw0 Selhemmet he €atn tfatnuhie gj^iit' |i i$r taCta' toV 

Ihese %ires are well drawn, partieptady tbe femid^.WhO h ho* 
Wtod in a close gtwrn,witoliqip|^ tatamedtolliftatoitaand 
neck, and a band round ber wota. 'ipp lUiodtasMthi ^ host of 
a pri^ who died about M^y, 

9i0eima)tuata 

BnpiMuoni 

ctoiBtatattaii. ‘ I- 
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In Uni CSHq ^nf the Micyii is an onmmeiitcd tomb, the upper 
ilab iiAkfa i« ItfUM 11^ $ra$ 9 a of a inale and female, \\ilh la- 
beh oioutli^, and two groups of children 

flljow feof ; tbo verge is aii imjjeH'ect hisciiption, in me- 
mory of ^ unae auTitoT tm, E eta Ur i^caicTo 0 uo er 

illPif dAHV the fonuer died in 1.500. Another insciiptioii 
III brassy tba same slab, lerorda the inlcnuent of John Sed* 
who ched in USl; and Amic^ bisi\ife, < daiigliler of 
John Cokjpop^, of AylesftnYl, £>q/ she died in 1504 *. Tsear this 
is a snporb morbic monument, hiscilbed to the memory of John 
JSs^- who dted* la l(>Oo, sit the age of foil^ our. liis ei« 
%ies in armour is lying ou ttu lomb^ and over it me his arms; 
with bminerii, helmets, sword, sjuns, tVc. 

lu tht ebaiicel wall, on tlic south side, h a triple graduated 
Stone* Seaif under pointed arches, eniboilished with tiiiials and 
pinnacies; atyd nt a Jiftk dis^tunce is a In l]»e jMiement 

were several cqtltlueiihKl lifes, on wl)i( In ixsides the arms of 
England and Friniee quarterly, and of Dc ( > i os , Lai I of Kont, was a 
nieraiaid> liOlding a sui<l mirror, Tlie Pom isof hard guy mar- 
hie^ of an octauguliir fonn, scidptured in iciy liigh relief, and stands 
ing oil « iieatiy ornamented jH^destal ol tlie same sliape. All the 
subjects bear rebtion to ibc Chusliuu Faith; and represent, in 
succession, an All|[el with expainUd wings, sustaining the balances; 
the imtiuis 111$ on a shield, within a ejuatu toil, surrounded by a 
circle; a Siiabop in the act of benedict i<»n; a Clialice, awUi the Holy 
Wafer environed by tlie nimbus, and nnpiesseil with tbe figure of 
Chriid; the Saviour bursting fioni the Sepulrhic, St.John, clotli- 
ed hi a dklu, baptizing Chtist, and pionounying the words <Bcte ^ 

with the cross and banner: the eighth 
The Puisonage House at 
SoMthfttM #hl^eivete^ licfore the year U2i?; but its auaent charac- 
kr ira$ bigi^ %akoyed by modern alieiations. 

Wirkteti S&msutntp m the Domesday Book, 
m the IkbWi King Sweyn, or Svein, who, ac* 

eordhig lo eteckd a Caitlf Iteie to preserve a winter 

Oo 3 station 

’ A w»*icl»c<l engraving of thi. Font liai been given in the Oaiumale 
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stalioa for W ships of wlncli tile * dtoaotW n\W mmineil 
in his liin^ This place, however, has didved ith edehiity ftmn# 
a^folher cause, froiu beings assigned as tine sjiol niheie the mardi 
of ibc Conqueror uvas^ inipcdeU by the mew of Kent, Ifit be had 
eOi^sewtcd to grant them * a fall oonfirmalicm of al! their ancient 
Ia#s ami privileges/ Spiol, on wlwe authui^it5^ this slory lius 
bwi promulgated, %as a ^tolllv of CawtiMbat^jr m the time of 
Eihvard the First, aftd is ibotight to have im ented tlid talctOniag. 
iiify the valor of his ebwatiMmn; }et U is pndM^ih^ took 

local tradition for hk tjuide, and that 4»ome mktme tnilli 
is blended in tile foble That the KeuUJimcii Tlid fueSene their 
privileges, k itremarfeitble, and an iwdispiiiabte fact; and these w<»ie 
as ficcjnently insisted on before Uie Justices ttiweraut in the reigu^ 
of ffoniy* f ^ Third, and his ftuccesstir, Edward, and as frequent 1) 
acknowledged and allowed. Hasted, in the Preface to Ids * f Iktoiy 
of Kent,’ has quoted fioiu the library of Sir Edwaid Dering, ol 
Surrenden, a manascript record of proceedings befoie the alnni 
Jo^f ices, wherein the groumbwork of Spiofiiielution standsj <on 
firmed; the reason for adintUing the vahibtj^of llic tianns being 
expressly slated to be, * Ik i turn ih ^ ^uid mt am^m * < </ 

'u\ith the rek of the kw^^dom, Inn dvntMluid ij ap to ifu Cm* 

^luror hy a peace much Utth lum, u$iil a to hunsilf oj all 

and free customs bijote thut ume had and usedd 

riic 

^ Tidure p. mO, Edit lT7(i. " The tradition < i tUc 

country is, tW that valley uhuh interposes between the hill which as^ 
cetids up p> iNorebdeet, and that which winds up to Swahstamp, was 
once* covered with water, and being locked m on each fide xvith Iwlh, 
.made a secure road for shipping, which invited the Dane In make it a 
xymter station for his navy; and\he same report wdl tell yoU. Jikewisc, 
ot anchors which have been digged op about tbt utmost VCfi^e of that 
marsh, which is contiguous to the Thames: end certainly* if we eonsi- 
der ihe poaiiion of this \ alley, whnh 4 !» nothing but ^ 4iaih of maish- 
land, imefbeed with a stittim ralW Ebbs-lleet* which sWefh and 
fmks with die flux and rtfmic of foe adjacent river, and the dimensions 
pffoeir slhps/'thcn ar.itot time m VJutB were not of any extraoi 
dihary buik, liji^ traditfon \% npt imprt?babh^/' Ml4* p. ^^07. 
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Tlie Manor of Swaoscombe, had anciently belonged to 
William dc V'alcn?^ and lib heirs, um afterwards the property 
of the Mortioier$| Earb of March, whose descendants ascending 
ibe throne in tlie person of Etlw ard the Fourth, it became vested 
in die Crown. Queen Elijcaheih granted if, in her second year, 
to Anthony Weklon, Es<j, %\Iio w as afterwards Clerk of the Green 
ClotJi to that Prmress, and whose grandson, also nained Anflioiiy, 
waS kmglited by James the First, and oluained from tlial Sovereign 
a grant of Castle, \vith all its seiwices: his descendants 

gold linfin about tfie year 1731, and by a subsequent sale, about 
ten or twelve jeais atleiwards, they became vest in the Child 
family. 1'bis Manor h bcitl .4’ Kochester Castle, and the owner 
\\m anciently cooMdereil as one of the principal captains of that 
fortress* In the ilmith, wliidi is dedicated to St. Peter and St. 
Fatil, many of the Weldons lie buried; one ot whom, SirHalph 
Wploon, was Chief Cleik of the Kitchen to Queen Elizabeth, 
afterw unis Ckrk Comptioller to King James, and died Clerk of 
the Green Cloth, ^ ili ISovember, 16 'Ch;» aged sixty-four. His ef- 
figies, and that of hb Ltidy, ILlhabith, daughter of Levin Buftkin, 
Esq. lie upon tlteitomh; and at their feet, a son and a daughter: 
three other «>oiii> and ft>e daughters are represent# kneeling, in 
front of the tomb. 

STONE CASTLE was the name to a castellated dwelling 
in the ParWi of Stone, which, in llu* reigi? ot Edward the Third, 
belonged to Sir John deNoilhuootl; and was ulterv\ aids possessed 
bj a tamily named Bomwant, or Bonifant. Dr. Thomas Plume, 
Archdeucon of Ilocdiestei, who had pun based this estate iu die 
seventeenth century, bcnpicMlhcd it on his death, in 170-1*, to 
iTiuitees^ for llie puipose of yugmenting the reienuc of such. bene- 
fices wifibfo Dimese of Hocliester, as did not amount to (>0L 
po* and for other uses. A muuII square tower, at the east 

end ofi tlie nubtsiott, is the only pail that Inis any appeanuice of 
fortirm. ' " 

A smntl village about two miles north-west from Daxt- 
ford| vi*asi ^iven to th^ Cblirch aiwi Sec of Rochester, by King 
Etiielredi lO the yoair 99*^ I «nd«the Bishops hud afterwards a house 

O o 4r 
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hm^ ia which they oe^oiidlty {NMtictilaiiy m (hihr 

jaaniies to and from London i the Manor 0k ooniitioea to btioilg 
to ttiem* The Church b a spaciona and 10% odi&ee^ dedicated 
to St. Mary, and standing on a comniandii^ OiOhleiioet It i$ huitt 
in the pointed style; and consists of a nave, dbncel, etid aislOVt 
with a small chapel, udjoining to the chancel on Ike north, and n 
square massive lower, embattled, at the west end. The interior 
has a light and d^ant ap{)earance : the nave is separated from\be 
aisles by pointed arches, rising from slender coUiami, and from 
the chancel by a similar arch, enriched with ontanients, as are the 
adjoining arches of the nave, and the windows opposite. The east 
window is large and handsome, and round the chancel goes a low 
range of trefoii-iieaded arches, in relief, springing frotn small pillars 
of grey marble. The north door opens under an elegant recessed 
pointed arch, having various rich mouldings, sculptured into quatre* 
foils, roses, &c. but somewhat defaced tbiough longexj>osure. The 
tower was foimcrly crowned by a high octangular spiie, which be* 
ing grea^ damaged b}r lightning, was taken down in the year 
16'58. This tower exhibits a very curious, and, to the lovers of 
our ancient auliitectuie, very intciesting specimen of the skill and 
science of those who were employed to erect Churches in the times 
commonly denominated Gothic. Standing wiihtn the aiea of the 
Church, its west side, besides being solid from the foundation, re- 
ceives the supt)ort of two graduated buttiesses, of considerable 
{strength and piqjection; whilst its south, east, and north sides 
lest enthely upon arclus, by which the spgce beneath is thrown 
open to the aisles and nave, and correiqiouds with the general 
lightness of the fabric. The compai alive weakness resulting from 
this mode of conslnicfion, would have endangered the tower and 
its spire, had not the ingenuitv of tli^ architect devised two light 
and elegant filing buttresses, s^pt directly acrosi^^d^noifth 
and south aisles, and are constru^P W^h so much trwtb,. as to 
form one arch with (hat on which side of the tower, rests, 

base ol" which is the solid ground. The east rfde w.ldlUtted 
gj the angles by the two tiers of arehOfl^ that divide the tlOVO from 
and thus, after a lapse of mmk tcartnries, thw tower 

^ remains 



Knm. 


m 

remiins as fern, aad as upright, as at its Aret mction. In Iha 
pavement of the chancel is a slab, about six feet in length, inlaid 
with a veify curious Sras»* <rf a priest in liis proi^i- vestraents, 
standing in the centre of a cross, composed of eight trefoil arches: 
on the stem, which, as well as the cross, is adorned with vino 
leaves, and risen from four steps, is this inscrijdion : 

*4- iSlit iattt htijs Siohsis Humbattif guonliam Slrttor ®cclie he 
fttone. flui obijt. mcnsic roattij anno hie 0®*.cctc®,Wij»* 

• • 4 

Over thc! head of the priest is a scroll, pointing from faia 
breast, with these words: tniwet’ mei lJeu 0 0 elim maj^Jiam imam 
tuam 5 and round the face of the arches, is inscribed that well- 
known text from Job, c. XIX. v. xxv. so common in sepulchral 
memorials of this age : ‘creHo Qti reuemptor mcim bibit etinnobi 00 imo 
tie tie tea 0uire£turu0 eum €^t in tame mea bibebo beum ^aluatoiem 
meiiina' 

The Chapel which adjoins the chancel was Imiit by Sir Johh 
WfLLSHYRK, Knt, who was owner of Stone Castle; and Comp^ 
troHer of the Town and Marches of Calais in the twenty-first of 
Henry the Seventh. He died in December, and lies buried 

here, with Dame Margaret, his wife, under a ricli altar tomb, be* 
hind wliich is an arched recess, adorned with niches, trefoils, qua* 
trefoils, &c. with a cornice of grapes and Yincdeav*cs, and the 
arms qf Sir Jolin, and his I^dy. Various oilier memorials are in 
this Cinirch, for the Lords of Stone Castle, and other res))ectabki 
families. 

Several strata of Marine Shells, both bivalve and turbinated, 
have been found in this part of Kent, in the Parishes of Stone, 
Southfleet, Darlford, and Pexley.f Near the south-east bomidaiy 
of this Parish, on the road leading from Gramslieet Green to* 
wards Betsum, is a stratum of tlie ibrmer kind, about a foot ill 
depth, at n place called Shell-bank from this circumstance: 

they 

^ This Brgss is engraved in Gqugh’b Scpulchial Monuments, Voi. IL 
and also in the Cuiiumuip Rojcnsc. 


t See Cusiumuk Roffeme, 254,-5, 
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they resemble the Tel Una Ri4go$a of Pennant;* and are of a pure 
white, lying closely together. 

At GREEN HU HE, a hamlet in Swausc^ibe Parish, oit the 
banks of the Thames, is a Ferry into Esse^f, for horses and cattle, 
which formerly belonged to the Nuns of Durtford, but is now an 
appurtenance to Swanscmube Manor. At a shotjl distance west- 
ward from this sj>oi, first appears the range oi' Chalk which, 

with little inlermission, continues to form the boundary of lihe 
Marshes all the way to Cliff and Cf)wling. The behind 

Green hitlie, and at Northfleet, are immense; foe elM» where the 
chalk has been dug, presenting, in many places, a precipitous face, 
from 100 to 150 feet in perpetulieular height . The chalk fomis 
a very considerable branch of commerce ; and along the shore are 
several wliarfs, for the convehiency oi' slujiping it off, both in its 
natural state, and when bum! into lime, foi which purjmse here 
are several large kilns. The fluits also, which pervade the chalk 
ki thin strata, are collected for sale; and vast quant ities are ex- 
ported to China, as supposed, foi the use of the potteries. E\en our 
own pottencs in Staffordshire, consume several thousand tons annu- 
ally, the flints forming a niateiial ingicdiciit m the composition of 
the Staffordahire IVare* In some parts, the chalk works are many 
feet below the level of the Thaine^^; and being mtcrspeised with 
bouses, lime-kilns. See, present a very singular aspect 4 

INGRESS, foinierly called hui’^rucy foe beautiful seat ot 
Heniy Roebuck, Esq. occupies an cle\uled situation rising fioiu 

flu 


^ British Zoology, Vol. IV. p. f!8. Plate 57, f, 34. 

0 , 

f ^ Multitudes of diluvian remains arc found embedded in tlic 
strata of chalk,, all of them ammal. of parts belonging to fisheSn teeth of 
dijlly^nt species of charks have been met with , and the honey ptlatCfrof 
Others, resembling the sirigiliaria of IJwyd* arc not uncouiitvcnj. Info 
nitc numbers of the various species of cctoti, and of 
forms, together wtih the most ourious varieties oi the stV0 ebb 

keted here, for the cabinets of tlfS^ curious. They are balled^ < by the 
chalk-min, sea-eggs, and being filled With fhe finest chalkl, iofc often 
carried by sailors, in ihcir voyages, as a for j the duxes they are 

attacked 
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the cipj>imaiid^g%|jeawUfuUKw of that rher, end 

Ihe opiie^^^fe This estate belon-nre^i <o the ISnus 

ujF* ^«ted in the Cio^w, at ihe Ujibsoluw 

gtentij^ W l^jl^yiassibeth^ in her fiftlji }ear^ a>>d having 
thfongh t*rtousi6nwe^ purchase ami othtiwiw, IxTame, in 
the Jeaf 47 37 > tithe property ol John Carniu hae], Eail of Hyiid- 
ford^ En^oy EKtmoiduiary ip the Couits of Russia aud 

in the yea* 1748, to Wilham, Viscount 
OnWhe deaJtJ^r of Ins father, io I7*>8, becauicEirl 
of ami married Caroline^ eWe^ daughter of William, 

|>uko ^ tjevonshire. Tlii^S KoWeinan greatly iniprr 1 the Man- 
smtioiMl wroundnig groniuie^ |iui aHer the death oi his Lad>, 
of hfa ihiUh^n hete, he ^oW ib^ estate to John Cal- 
an Army A^f>t^ >^rho ilnilarged the grounds new 
aod maledallj to fhcplantatioas^shah the Rail 

of iA^oroitgh had it^egiui, sm4 which aie nov^ extremely luxuriant. 
In m 4kgant sunimn^ho«8^^ bmh in a hollow of the chalk chflk, 
ho also anahgfd a valuable collcdiou of Roman Altars, bio ight 
frtnii Italy i viith xtatucs, and otluj specimens of Roman seulptiue, 
wfibteh wcioplui id lu dificuiit parts of the garden. IR died in 
1772, whenMemlwr of PaihauKut for Uochcsfei, and u as sue- 
co^dcil in the possess^m of this estate by his eldest sou, John Cal- 
duff, Esi}* who Ingiev?, m the }fai 17i'>8, io John Dij^ncy 
Ro$hudk, Esq. father of tin. pie^cut owntr. The grounds are ex* 
ilmeiy heaubfol, both in le-pcct to home sienciy, and to the 
p08p6l,t$ Whh^h tluj command the \ieus fiom tlic House aro 
Jjfrifeilferl) fine. 

^ \ NORTIIFLEFT 

aMnlt^jwh|jr m the tornd /one -t \crv beautiful spetici o( anomi^i ibe 
hcqunu. htw cyf none ofthe^i foi>8ils> ait lobe 
Sti ^tate, tiny mu*!! be sought in the most ictnote 

#i fflpiyaii^ ,ii» tbfi Sksk ^4, or la the sets of the tnoie distant 
|i9i^ tbo iery substance o! the shells, are preserved 
iW ^M py ^ in whuh they have bun deposited , the 
r^Vi^fne have hten entirely pervaded With 
subtly leuf^ring ijyer} nimutt pore, cSbumch, with the ut- 
no!U i?delky, the eXadt figurfc df the rcient shell. * 
Pfnif^unVhJotomyfimil^ndQnt^iltchhojUi^hi^roLLi) 5-1 
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KORTHFLEET was v^ry anciently possessed by the Sec of 
Canterbury, but was alienate<l by Archbishop Cranmer, in ex^ 
change for oilier lauds, with Henry flie Eighth: it has since had 
some interiiiedwfe pos‘«essors, but was finally granted, by theCrow^Oy 
to the late Eail of Betborough, about tlie year 1758, at the annu* 
al rent of six shillings and €iglit--|)ence. This Ntrfiieman sold it, 
xvith Ingress, to John Calmft, Esq. whose son was the late 
scssor. 

The north-west part of this Parish is a low marslif formerly co* 
vered by the Thames, and now crossed liy a high causeway, and 
bridge, with flood-gates, to prevent the tides flowing beyond it, 
and at the same time to give issue to the freshes. The village is 
irregularly built -round Korlhfleet Green, ami at the sides of the 
high road, which passes close by a large building erected as im Inn, 
but from the scheme not answering, since let out in teuciiienfs. 
The contiguous Chalk Works employ a great number of Ijand**, 
and extend from the northern side of the village to the Thames; 
their average width being nearly two furlongs. 

The Church, which is one of the largest in the diocese, and a 
peculiar of the Archbishop of Canteibury's, is dcdtfaled to St, Do- 
tolpb, and consists of a nave, aisles, and chancel, with a low tower, 
erected within the site of the foundation walls of the preceding 
one, at the beginning of the last centuiy , and fiy no means c<u- 
respondent with the rest of the building. Tlie nave is separated 
from the aisles by octagonal massive eolumns, which sjnead off 
into pointed aiches, without the intervention of capitals : in tlie chan- 
ce), which is vciy spacious, are remains of some ancient oak Stalls; 
and in the south wall^ of the south aisle, are three Stone Seats, On 
a slab in tlie pavement of the chancel, is a full-length Brass figure 
of a Priest standing beneath a rijh ornamental canopy; and round 
the verge of the slab, lliis imperlec^ i^sciiption : On 

na mttue n(^|^C||pi?RBarE€ctor tetiU0 ectlie ft 

prrtennattua p’henne He fcclm 

^ni ohiu Hecimo octaHc jtlif ®ctabr« Hni mitllno 

i^ptuagemmo tiuintii / 

The grave beneath 't was ope|t«d“ about thirty years ajzo, 

and the body of Peter ilij^was found in latther, a mod< 

of interment not unus j rly tiptes. 



On ibo south side of* the ehauoel Is a PUcina under a ueatly-otiia-* 
meoted pointed arch; aod m a catved wooden Screen, of the time 
ofQuceii Mary, which operates the diancel from the nave, is a range 
of heads, Of the Saviour and twelve Ai>osiies, now mostly defaced* 
Another P/remu, with plainer ornaments, is in the north chantry : 
and on a grey aiarble slab, raised a few inches above the pave- 
ment, arc small "whnle-letigth Brasses of a Knight and his Lady, 
with two csentcheons above, one of which displays the arms of 
B^keld, or a family long seated at Eslinghani, in Friiuls- 
bury Piirisb, viz. Oules, two bars, argent, between three annulets, 
Or. The Knight is in close armour, standing on a licii with a long 
sword at his left side, and a dagger at his right : his Lady is in a 
long cloak, the folds elegantly disposed, with a necklace and rose, 
and a small dog, collared, at her feet. The insciiption is irajrer- 
feet, which renders it difficult fo ascertain the persons these figures 
Were iutemied to represent ; hut from the costume, and other cir- 
cumstances, Mn Thor|>e has assigned them to Sir William Ry- 
KBLT), Knt, ami his I^dj ; the former of whom was a Justice of 
the King's Bench in the time of Richard the Second, and died 
about TUM),’* 


GRAVESEND, 

WRITTEN Oraves-ham In the Domesday Book, and Craves^ 
mdc in the Texfus RofFensis, is thought, by Lanibard, to have 
derived its name from the Saxon word (krefo, a Ruler, or Port- 
leve, and to signify the end or limit of his jurisdiction j-f yet, sujv 
pitsing the name to be coirectly s|)elt in the Domesday Book, it 
will then signify, the I/am, or Due/Z/wg of «the Gicvc, Re\e; 
an etymotogy that seems the moic probable of the tw o. A third, 
however, has been proposed, frcin the Saxon G'm/, implying a 
or small wood, whkdi, compounded with itnde, W'ould 
form and thus signity the place at the Wood-end. 

Tins 

^ are engraved in the Custumale Roffense; as is that 

sllO of Petet do Lucy j and the bust, of another Piiest, named WiUUm 
which » likewise ^feserved ia this Church. 

Pewnhi ef K«at» p. 
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- This town consists of several li^lt on k deciii^i^ 

ty leading to the Thames; and is partty sitiiated in the Parisli of 
Milton, which adjoins to that of Gtave^nl ofi tlie east side. At 
the period of the Domesdav Survey, the Manoi: !>elonged to Odo, 
Bisliop of Baieux ; but after hrs thsgraciej it 
of the CramaviUcs, or Cm/z/to, wlro had inaiiy^tlier ihaoors Hi 
Kent, and wliost? family con’tmued in possession till tlie mgtvOf 
Eilward the Second, about which tirtio li osdhetit^ ^tO tlio Crdwn, 
Mward the Tliird granted it, in his fourth yeari in%p6trhil ttiil, to 
Robert de Ufl’ortl, for his belter sujijiort in the wars in Oascoigue* 
This eminent statesman and warrior, was created Earl of Suffolk^ 
in the eleventh of the same reign, and was one of the first Kfiights 
of the Garter in succession to those wlio had been admitted on its 
original foundation. His grandson reconveyed it to the King, 
who, in his fifteenth year, granted it, with other ixjianors, for the 
cfndowment of his newly-founded Abbey of St. Mary of Graces, 
on Tower Hill; and the grant iviis confirmed by Richard the Se-* 
cond. After tlie Dissolution, the Manor of Gravesend was granted 
successivt'ly to different persons for life; till at length, in thetweii-* 
ty4hird of Elizabeth, it was sold, und^r tlie Queen's license, by 
Robert, Earl of Leicester, to Thomas Gawdye, and Janies Mori«:c, 
and their heirs. Two years afterwards, Sir Thomas Oawdye alie- 
nated it to William, Lord Cobhaiu, on the attainder of whose son 
and successor, Heurv, in the first of James the First, it fell to the 
Crown; and in the tenth of that reign, was granted to Lodowick 
Stuart, afterwards Duke of Richmond ; whose collatend descendant, 
tile Earl of Daniley, of Cobliam, in this county, Is now owner * 

The 

^ The l^rds of the Manor of Gravesend have a right itO” hold a 
court for the regulation of the boat^and water-carrit^e betwe^ Gi'aves- 
end and London, 'Jbis Court is called, roll, dated 'In the 

thirty-third year of Elizabeth, now'in the 

Icy, Curia Cursaa Afiua:,: in that year it gffflyjgp s tp have been held by 
William Lambardc, Steward lo M ill Cobham, ' I'his Court 
has hot been held for a great number of MB jSgrtotwiihfitanding w'hich, 
in the ^ver^Acis for regulating the of the river Thames, 

there is in g^lrnl a reservation of the riSft ot the heirs of the Duke of 
Richmond and l^enox, which clause \v»Ldded in respect to this wa* 
icr-court at Gravesend/' HasUd's Ki iW, VoU J, 
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The Paimhes of Gravesend and Wilton/ were incorporated by 
Letters Patent of EKieabeth, dated at East Greenwich, m 

her tenth year; bet tlife prkiclf^al cliurter was granted by Charles 
the First, iu the year l6*3C.* The chief officer had before been 
called the PonrcvC),^ but by this charier he w^as ordered to be 
called and in him, twelve Jurats, twenty-four Common 

CouttcUmen, a Seneschal, or High Steward, and other inferior of- 
ficers, the govemnoent of the town is now vested. The liberty of 
holding tw# ixlditional markets weekly, and a four days annual 
fair, was also granied at the same lime, together with a full con- 
firination of the evclusivc privilege, enjoyed by the iuisabitants, of 
conveying passengers and goods oy water to the Metro|)olis. 

Tliis sole right to tire Vemj between (/ravesend and London, 
seems to have been acquired from piescription : even as early as 
the year 12^3, as a)){>ear$ from a record printed in the Registrum 
the watermen had long possessed it, and were then or- 
dered to take in future * but one Uni/junny of a person j^assing/ 
as they did formerly, and yot to exact " tares Imrtftl to, aud 
against the wdl of, the people.’; Towaids Ihc latter end of 
next century, Prichard the Seeoud gniuled to tlic Abbot and Con- 
vent 

^ A iranslaiion of this charter is prioted at length, with the princi- 
pal. laws and regulations respecting the tilt-boats and watermen, &c, 
iu Pocock’s ' Hist* of the Incorporated iowns and Parishes in Graves- 
end and Milton/ 

t ’'fhe arms of the Portreve were very singular; they were embla- 
zoned thus, * \'eir, a boat with one mast, Oi* a sail furled, proper, 
rowed by five rowers, hooded and cloaked, with oars and anchor, sa- 
Wej tteered by a poicupine, azure,^ chained and quilled ot the third/ 
arm& of the Corporation are a ‘ Boat, Or, with one mast, i/ing at 
Ajtchorf on die hill* beyondf a porcupine, sable.’ 

"I" t this mtmnt to such a'srhail sum ns ^ a r/afjpcnm/; seems oppres- 
n fim vkw ; hut wheh it is conridcied, that even after the year 
1 300, St qui^trter of whent could be bouglu for 4s, a bull for /s. Od. 
^ fat mutton for Is, attd ao.dwc shc^p for id. the restriction will not 
s'ppear unreasonable* 
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vent of St. Mary Gmccs^ ffte of tbf M^Or, ** tfeit 

the iiihabitaufs of Gravesend and 1^00 tdio^ld have the «oie 
vilege of conveying passengers fro«i to XOndon^ on cOn#* 
tion that tficy should provide boats fint tbut purpose, and amy 
all j)assengers either at twopence {m bnad# "n^ith their ‘farlhelh ^ 
Irusse/ or let the liirc of the W'bok boat at four skiHiags/* TtieiO 
continued to be the prices charged till the year 1737, wlien^tlKI 
fare of a single i^erson was rais^^ifo six{)enee$ and thtsitgaiiilt 
ninepence alnjut the year 1750, when the open Tdt-bmin, wMcil 
had been fonnerly used, were discaitled for larger boats built with 
decks, but still retaining the focitter name. Since the year 179^ 
the boats liave been made yet larger, and moie coinniodioas, and 
the sum now paid by each jwson, is one shilling. Five of the 
tilt-boats are licensed by die Mayor; these regularly sail to and 
from London, with every tide; when tlie wind is fair, they fos« 
qiiently complete their passage witbiii four hours, Beskhs this^ 
which is called the Long Ferry, there is a second Perry, toTUbaryi 
in Essex, which lies immediately pf^odte to Gravesend.^ 

The Corporation ot* London claim.H the right of Conservancy on 
the rivers Thames and Medway, within certain limits; and two 
Courts of Conservancy for Kent are generally held every year at 
Gravesend, which is commonly supposed to be the extremity of 
the Port of London, Its immediate jurisdiction, however, ex- 
tends 

^ To remove the inconveniencies that attend this Ferry^ at which all 
horses^ carriages, cattle, troops, &c. are obliged to pass from this part 
of the country into E^ex, an ingenious plan was proposed, in the 
year 1798, by an en^neer, named Podd, to fofiUn^ circuhir paunge, 
or Tumei, under the bed of the Thames, between Q m^ end Til- 
bury, sB^icientiy capacious for ali^the purpoHS of 
to be illuminated by lamps, so that an unkueiafuPed 
might be preserved* This scheme being warmly^ pj ^j ^ jaed by 
tlemen of the two counties, a subscription' 
expense of carrying it into effect, and the vm |HcotnisMmced 
Grawen^side^ under a strong impression t1 Hootd be «ucceS5fli% 
completed, ’^e water, however, soon b^| im pede the progreil 
of the workmen, and increasing in quantity w iR^ry yard excavated# 
occasioned the whole concern „to be relmqutih 
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temls to a^bout one mife below the town, to the extremity of the 
Perbh of Milton; eod beyond that, coals pay no dut> to the city, 
AU oatwjW<bbound irfiips im obliged to anchor in the reach before 
Gravesend, till tliqr have been visited by the searchers belonging 
to tlie Office of the Customs, which has been established here. 

^riie growing prosperity of this town was considerably checked 
in tile reign of Richard the Second, when tlie French sailed up tlie 
Thames in galiies, and having plundered and burnt many of the 
honsef, carrfed *away n number of the inhabitants jm^oners. It 
was the losa thus occasioned, that imluced the King to give the 
towns»pcop]e a legal claim to the water*passage to London, by liis 
grant to the Abbey of St Mary of Graces, In Augfjst, 1727, ilje 
greater part of the toivn was again burnt down by an accidental fire, 
which commenced in a barn-yard adjoining to the Church, and 
coimiiiied that fabric, with about 120 houses, besides ont-buiid^ 
iug$, stables, &c. but was at length stopped by blowing up sonic 
inns by gunpowder* 

The present Churchy which is dedicated to St. George, was 
frecled on the old site, between the years 1731 and 1733, un- 
der an Act of the I'ourUi of George the Second, which granted 
50001. for the purpose, from the duties on coals and culm, levied 
under the Acts of the niutli and tenth of Queen Anne, for building 
fifty new Churches in and near London, It is a plain brick edifice, 
uith stone quoins, cornices, &:c. and has the following inscription, 
on a fascia, going round the tower: Hanc a-dem incendio 
OELETAM GeORGIUS IL REX MUNIFJCENTISSIMUS 
f^ENATUS COl^SULTO INSTAURANOAM OECRKVIT* The inte- 
tior cmmstiof a s|mcIous uave, and chancel, with a large gallery 
on the north side, and aii orgaivioil, furnished with a good organ, 
»t the wert mA- It docs not contav any luommieuts, no person 
Itaviiig beep sniiered to be interred here since its erection. The 
origtual belonging to Gravesend, was dedicated to St, 

^bhy, above the town, on the north side of the Dover 

in n stiii called Church Field; but this having been 

incbavciikiit on the increase of the populatmn, the inhahi- 
tanfg erected n Chapel where the new Church now stand**, about the 

Vai** Vjj;OcT. 180 ^* Pp * 
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year 1497, under a li<sciise from the o^al of the Bishop of Ro» 
Chester^ and this, on the decay of tbepp Omrdb, was made pa- 
rocluaL 

Henry tin* Eiglith erected a stiong or Platform, at 

Gravesend, to repel any desultory attflrih fbm the French, at the 
same time that he erer led a Block-house at Tiihury for a similar 
end: the latter is now improved into a commanding and important 
fortress; but the Battery at Gravesend has been suflFcred to rim 
into complete ruin, and even its exact situation is not with cer- 
tainty known. A small Enibmisnre, mounting a few guns, seems, 
however, to have been kept up for the ilefencc of Gravesend, till 
about the year 1778, when a new Battery, of sixteen guns, was 
raised on the east side of the town, near tlie New Tavern, which 
had been formed from the buildings of an ancient Chantry, be- 
longing to the Parish of Milton, and which \vm then converted 
into apartments for the Ordnance and ArtiWery Officers. Since 
that time, another Battery, of sixteen guns, has been raised in a 
situation somewhat nearer to tlie townu 

The Cod and HaddtMJc fisheiy furmsties employment to aboiU 
eighteen or twenty smacks belonging to Gravesend ; and most of 
the Dutch turbot vessels lie off this town, and send their cargoes* to 
the London market in small boats, &c. A Whale, measuring lorly 
feet in lengtli, was caught hi the Thames, a diort distance below 
Gravesend, in August, 1718; and in October, 1552, three great 
fish, called Whirle-pooles, were taken here, and drawn up to Wed- 
minster Bridge.* 

Gravesend has been greatly improved since tlie year 17b«^. 
when a new Towji-Hail was erected by the Corporation, having 
an open space beneath, where the poultry market is sup- 
ported in front by six columns, and at tlie back by thre^ aiclies. 
In 1767 # a new wlmrL^rane, and causeway, were mtidei the ex* 
pense of keeping wh|Sn repair is reimbursed by small tolls 
cranage and wlij|||K In 1773, an Act passed paving, 
cleansing, and liflHrihe principal streets, tipder the re- 
spective 
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ip^ve ctettses cif (}ii$ very inaterial improvements have been 
eflfected; and a mw toad from Northfleet has been recently made, 
by which the high to Bochester has been shortened const- 
dembiy. ' ^ 

The increase of the trade, population, and buildings of Graves- 
end, has been palticaiarly rapid since the middle of the last cen- 
tury^ Under the late Act, tlm number of inhabitants was returned 
at 2483, and that of bouses, at 412^ yet these numbers are very 
incorrect, aiftl flie populatioti ran scarcely amount to Jess than 
4000; aor tlm number of bouses be fewer than 700. Most of the 
inbabhauti are, in someway or other, engaged in m.uame pur- 
suits or employments. A small ii.aaufactory for cables and ropes 
is carried on here; and about thirty years ago, a Yard for ship- 
building, which had long been disused, at the north-western ex- 
tremity of the Parish, was hired by a Quaker, named Clevjprly, and 
several men of war and frigates, besides smaller vessels, have been 
since built here; among the former, were UAchillc, of eighty guns, 
(he Colossus, of seventy-four, and the Director, of sixty-four. 

Most of the East and West Imlia trade, and, indeed, of the out- 
ward-bound ships in general, are supplied with live and dead stock 
at Gravesend; and also with vegetables; about eighty acres of 
ground in llic two Parishes being cultivated for that purpose, and 
for supplying the London mailu>ls with asparagus, which is in par- 
ticular request for its size, and line flavour. The numbers of ship- 
ping that usually lie at anchor in the channel near tlie town, oc- 
casion a continued influx of seamen, and strangers; the inns and 
{Miblic-houses are, of course, numerous. la the summer season, 
additional visitors are attracted by a He'iv Buihing House, erected 
hy a subscription among some of the principal inhabitants, in the 
yeari796, for Uie pwri»oseof sail, water bathing: the terms for 
the' season, arc one guinea; for the inondj, ten shillings. The 
fossHs fmM in the iwighbounng chalk-pits, are similar to those of 
This Parish mchules about 420 acres, varying in 
shillings to three pounds per acre. 

Gravesimd Ipive name to an ancient family, of whom Sir Stc^ 
phi n de occurs in the list of Knights lliat accon)))anied 

fp2 Edward 
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Edward the First to Scotldiid in his i«veQiy<^ejghtii year* Ihcl^atd 
dc Gravesend t another of this family^ was' made Bishop of London 
in 1280; as was his nephew^ Stephen <fe in 1318* His 

heir, Sir Thomm de Gravesend^ ^vas a Kttight in the reign of Ed- 
i\ard tlic Third. Tlie celebrated Fren^ matlieimtician^ Graves* 
Lud^ has been thought to be descended from thii family. 

Tiie singular sculptures on the Porch at the west end of CHALK 
ChhrJi, have furnished a theme for an ingenious Essay by the late 
Rev. Samuel Dentic, who, in his attempt to illustmto the subjects, 
has given an account of tlie various Ala that, In farmerages^ weic 
kept, or celebrated, in Churches, or Church-yards, The 
porch appears of a date subsequent to the rt‘St of the buildings 
and immediately over the entranre aicb, has a grotesque human 
figure, in a short jacket, holding a stoup, or flaggon, squatted be- 
neath base of a neat recess, or niche, above which, on the coi- 
nice below the gal)le, is an anticL, or searamoueh, grinning ftoin 
between in’s own legs ; and on each side of him is u human head : 
on the faces of the latter, it has been observed, ‘‘ as ncll as on the 
visage of the jovial tippfcr, the sculptor seems to htue beslov<d 
such an indelible smirk, that, however thej Ime suflVte<l Iw the 
corrosions of time and weather, nearly to the lo^s of featuics, \i is 
yet visible/'* The niche between these figures is tijought to ha\e 
containcil an image of the Virgin Mary, to whom theCliuuh is 
dedicated. Mr. Deune imagined them to ha^c sr)ine ( oimection 
with a Give*ak bequeathed by \Mliiani Mu\, of this Paii^h, b\ hu 
Will, bearing date in May, 1512, in whhh lie directed. that 1 ik 
wife make c\ery year for his soull, an ohii, and to make in biead 
six bushells of wheat, and ui drink ten bushells of niault, and in 
cheese twenty-pence, to give to poor people for the )l^th of hi» 
soull : and he ordered that, after th^ deer.ne of bis his execu- 
tors and feoffees should continue the obit before rehearsed for 
evermore /'t inside of the Church presents little remarkable^ 
excepting a Stone Seat and Pisam hi the south wall fit the thaw- 


Archaeologia, Vol, Xll. pf 1 L 
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and two ancient recesses for tomlis, having Gothic arches, in 
the wall of the noHh chantry,* 

SHOlWE appears to haH been ancient demesne of the Saxou 
Kings; bat in the time of Henry the l^hird, was in private Iiands, 
and passed, by deed of from John de Nevile, to Roger de 
Norlhwood, wlio died possessed of tire Manor in the tliirleentli of 
Edward the First. His son, Sir John de Northwood, had right of 
ffeo^Warren bere,^ and changed the tenure of his lands from gavel- 
kind to Knighfs service. He attended the King in his successful 
expedition into Scotland, and was several times Sheriff of Kent, and 
had also suiwmons to Parliament His grandson, Rogex » ie North- 
wood, had also summons to ParKament in the thirty-fourth of Ed- 
ward tlie Tliird; and on his death, in the following year, was 
found to have held this Manor in capke, by tlie service of carry- 
ing a WMte Standard in the King's wars, towards Scotland, at his 
own expense, for forty days. From tliis fiiinily it passed, by sale, 
to Sir Arnold Sarage, of Bobbing, who w^as Speaker of tlie House 
of Comniotis In the fifth of Henjy the Fourth, and whose daugh- 
ter, Eleanor, imirried first to Sir Reginafd Cobbam, and secondly, 
to William Ciitl’ord, Esq. became his heiress, and conveyed it to tiie 
Cliffords; by one of wboni it was sold to Sir George Nevill, Lord 
Abergavennj : this Nobleman alienated it to George Brooke, Lord 
Cobhain, whose grandsotb Henry, tbtfeited it to the Crown; it has 
since passed through several femilies, by descent and purclmse4 
Randam^ or Rot ndale, a subordinate Manor in this Parish, and 
now the propeity of the Earl of Daruley, was an ancient estate of 
tlie Cohhams, ami is said, by Philipott, to have been their * seat/ 

P p 3 before, 

* In the Archxologia, Vol. XL is# very curious Essay on Episcopal 
'Chsurs, Stone Scats, Piscinas, and otlier appendages to altars in Churches, 
by Mr* Charles Clarke, F.S.A. late ol' Gravesend; inAvhichis introduced 
a very particular description of Chalk Church, together with a plate of 
the Seat and Piscina mentbned above, and ingenious accounts of various 

•dtersia thiimhty. 


t tlasted^s VoL IlL p> 8vo. Edit. 
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before, upon its decay, tkey wei^ tranaplatited to CoUiaui 
Hal!/** 

lu Sliome Churchy whfcli is dedicated to St Peter, t was buried 
Sir Henry os Cobh am, who was Sheiiff of Kent ia the tiraity- 
ninth and tliirtietli of Edward tlie first, Ot>d also in the first and 
niatli of Edward the Second, His tomb, iMwf * foully defaced* 
and mutilated, is in the south or RoundtlU Chapel, and bad for« 
merlj an inscription round the intargin of the upper stone, in Saxon 
diameters, which is thus given in the Jtegistrufti^Koffeme: * ICY 
GIST SIR HENRI DE COBEHAM CHEVALER SEIONOUR 

DE RONDALE . DIEU DE SA ALME RCI/ His 

cfSgies is represenle<l in plate armour, with a shirt of mail, and 
lying cross-legged: his head rests on an helmet; at bis feet is a 
lion. He died about the tenth of Edward the Second, leaving 
issue, Stephen de Cobham, by his wife Jfoane, eldest daughter and 
co-heiress of the celebrated Sir Stephen de Penccstre. On a slab 
ill the pavement, near this tomli^ is a Brass of a female in a dress 
of tlic time of Richard the Third ; and on the same stone are in- 
dents for a Knight, a sou, and two daughters, with shields foi 
arms at the comers; but all these Erasses are gone, together \^ilh 
the inscription, which was most probably for some of the Cobhmm 
In the chance] are several monuments for the Pagesy of this Parish, 
of whom Sir William Paoe died in l6l3; and on a slab in 
the pavement, beneath a chalice, containing the Holy Wafer, 
is an inscription for Thomas E!ys, a Vicar of tins Church, who 
died in March, 1519: some other ancient Brasses are in tlie na%c 
and north chantry, Tlie Fom is octangular, aud very similar, 
bofli in its form ar^d ornaments, to that at Soutlifleet:! the jurinci- 
pal variation is in the compaitment containing the anj^l with the 
balances, who has here a good, and an evil, spirit^ in thie OJJposing 
scales; while those atSoutlifleei are empty: the Bishop is 

here 


miare Cantmmm, p, 325* Edit. n7ft* 
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tec exd^i»tif!!!fed ¥jUo aCWtdi m\v\sT\gJ\l 

lmiid> sm^ holds o to his kh, 

lathe inawshcs hordeitog OO the Thames, in this Parish, 
raised^ to the yeay 1796# a sixiall Battery ^ moimting four twenty^ 
four pounders; another, of similar size and force, was built at the 
same j>eriod, at fbe tower Hope Point, in the Parish of Cliff. 

HIGH AM, called Iteclmmin the Pomesday Book, had a Church 
at the time of making the Survey, and was then parcel of tfie estate 
of the ^ifoop ol* Baieux, Here King Stephen founded a Benedic- 
thie KuKKEHY, about the year 1151, of which his daughter 
Maty, who was afterwards Abbess of Rumsey, beca>r«' the first 
Prioi^ess*'^ In tlie si\tb of King Jf»hn, the Nuns purchased the 
Manor of Lilie-Churdi from the King, for lOOl. and from Henry 
the Third they obtained a coufirrontion of their former liberties, 
and O grant of a Utree days’ aiuuial fair. 1'hrougli these privi- 
leiyes, this establishment flourished, and was able to suppoit liom 
eight to sixteen Nuns; but, ftoni causes now unknown, their nuiii« 
ber was reduced to t}j^e in the reign of Henry the Seventh. In 
the next reign the N^mneiy, or Jbbey^ as it was then, and had 
long been called, w'as sup^iressed, with that of Bioniliuli, in Beik- 
shire, in order to increase the revenues of St.John’s College, at Cam- 
bridge, to which foundation this Manor, and its appurtenances, aie 
yet attached. The site of the Nunnery is now a farnidiouse and 
offices, situated at a short distance eastward fiom the Church : 
some small remains of the conventual buildings appear in the pre- 
sent dwelling. Towards the lalter pait of their residence here, 
the Nuns bad become dissolute; and in 1515, were accused be- 
fore the celebrated Fislier, Bishop of Rochestei, of scandalous and 
liceniious conduct. The charges brought against tliciu, they do 
not a|^pear to have denied ; but rfiquested that theii punishment 
commuted to imprisonment in tlieir own abode; and, ^ for 
eertttoi just and lawful causes,’ they iiitreated his Lordslnp ‘ to direct 
foeir Jiunnery fo h surrounded with a stone ^alL' An ancient 

P p 4 Causeway 

toh’f Mitred Abbies, VqI. 11* Adduio^is, p. 13. 
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Causeway leads across tlie Marshes in Higham Parish to the banks 
of the Thames, whence there was formerly a Feriy into Essex. 

The Chunk is dedicated to St. Maty» aitd Is divided into two 
parts by four large pointed arches, springing from small octagonal 
and half-round columns. In the south Wall of the chancel is an 
ancient pointed arched recess^ now occupied bjf a more modem 
tomb; and immediately over the communion table, is a tablet in 
memory of Sir Francis HeaO) Bart, who resided at his estate 
called the Hermi t AOK^ in this Parish, where he rebuUt the Man* 
sion, and much improved the grounds: be died in 17 €$. In the 
south wall of the north chantry is a Piscina, and Altncria above; 
and in the north*east comer is a large ancient tomb, of grey 
marble, without inscription or date: this was, perphaps, raised 
over the Prioress Joane de Jfadfoe, who was buried by Bishop 
Hamo de Hethe, in the year 1328. Above it, against the wall, 
is a Biass plate, inscribed tlms: 

ail tf^oee ttiat for mg 4toule hot!) pratt 
^0 foe ilothe tpat on Cooh IFrihatr, 

<5raunte t^esm & me hi foeir pet non, 
otote odfcnceo to remiohon \ 

2>e mui ig)'eeltienotti eherg age, 
irfe t0 but 21 p^igremage 
^oloarh^ l^eh^n that €£tetnatf ; 

Wlhtrinn to Cob brmge no all amen* 

Ibere Igifo Kobeit ft^hon late ffoman of J 
Olathe to tbe biab tinh IPnre of moot 
fai^uo mesnors rpe biid I h>l)itp 
heptch otote of thio paent vi hag 

of hecember Simo Dm 2l9^.etccc”ri;iii* 

In the pavement are some ornamented Tiles^ that have been ar* 
ranged in figures, but are now placed confusedly. The Font is 
square, and is supported on a circular column in the centre, and 
on four otliers at the angles* Ihe Church is built with courses of 
squared flints and stone, and has been fecently repaired** 

CUFF, 

* Most of the Churches in ihts^ ifglosulo, which is bounded by the 

waters of the Thames and Medw; ^e c<»tstructed in a similar man* 
ner; and the prevailing oharacter ^ Fontf k sd*o the same* 





CLIFiP, called CliVe, aud Bi$hop^s*ClIve in ancient writings, 
tins been cODjectured, by some antiquaries, to be the place named 
Vioveahoe, wliere several synods, or councils, were held in the 
SaKon times, in pursuance of a decree made in the synod assembled 
at llentdford, (Hertford,) in the ;^ear 6*73. Olliers, however, 
and with gi^affer probabilily, have assigned Abingdon, in Berk- 
shire, nbich was anciently called Shcovesham, as the place appoint- 
ed for the meetings of these councils; all of them of winch any re^ 
cords remain, apjiearing to have been lield more centncally within 
the Kingdom of Mercia, and this even before Kent was incorpo- 
rateii with it. Whatever may be the fact, Cliff w'l^ certainly of 
far more importance ancienth , than it is now ; and the Rector 
still exercises several branches of eccksiasticaljuiisdict ion, cither 
by liimself or surrogate, which mark an independent authority^ 
Every year, says Hasted, ‘ he holds a court soon aftei Easter, for 
taking the oaths of the Church-Wardens on their entrance into 
office; and he grants licenses for man iages, piobutes of wills and 
letter^ of administration.'* At the auiinal coint aKo, Iicld at Cliff, 
a Borsholder is elf(ted for each of its six sulionlinale liamlets, 
called Streets, as West-Street, Rose-Stietl, Wood-Street, Reed-- 
Street, ^'c.f Tlie ptesent I-ord of the Manor is the Earl of 
Dainley, 

Tlie Churc^t is detlicatcd to St. Helen, and slandb on the biow 
of the chalk eminence which bounds the marshes. It is a large 
handsome fabric, built in the form of a cioss, and embattled, 
having au einhattlcd tower also at the west end. The windows 
have been richly ornamented with painted glass. In the east wim 

dow 


^ Hist, of Kent, Vol. HI. p. ill. 

t Au ancient Seal of the Ecclesiastical Oairt of Cliff, is said, byPr 
Rnwlinson, in his Engli&li 1 bpographer, to have been found on Black- 
heath, having an engraving of ' a man's liand ii>suing out of a gown 
sleeve, and holding a long staff, with the cross at the top of it/ and in- 
scribed with the words Dffidclit 3!«nnlitctionrj0fheiihapo(|ineClHffj 
that is, < Tlie Official Seal,’ or ^ Seal of the Ofliciality of the Free Fa** 

nshofClyft/ 
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clow of the south trausopt, are remains of canopies^ 

and ill the small compartments into whiditbi^ apper Kglits are divi- 
ded, has heeii a representation of the Day 0f Jodgnient* Several 
figures rising fioiu under stone coffin lids axe yet visible ^ and in a 
snuill quafrefoii in tlie centre, a portrait of the St^vionr is eadly 
flistinguishable, by llmt peculiar cast of feature, sd descriptive of 
placidity and meekness, i\hicb tlie painters of the Roniisli Church 
have always given to the Redeemer of man. In a window of the 
north aisle, is a mutilated lepresentation of the Virgin ^d Child; 
and in an adjoining window, an ancient ship, having one xnast, 
and a very high quarter-deck, with six ports for cannon. In the 
chancel, behttid the screen, which stands eastward of the present 
altar, in the south wall, is a Piscina, and three very elegant Stone 
Stais, graduated, separated by buttresses, and bnished with liglit 
canojHcs, of rich wot kmauship, in the pointed style. Opposite to 
these, is an ancient tomb, under an obtusely-pointed arch, sup- 
polled by o))iscopal heads. In the nave is a coffin-shaped stone, 
with an inscription round the verge, in Saxon capitals, for * Jonc 
la Ftitme Johan Bam;^ and in the north aisle, is a similar in- 
scribed stone, having a balf-lengtji Ba$t of a female, with her 
liaiuls raised as in prayer, for ‘ Blienore de Clive:* the other mo- 
numents are uot reiuaikable. Among the communion plate, in 
this Church, is still picserved, ** a very curious and ancient Fa* 
Une, which, when the Roman Catholic religion prevailed here, 
covered the chalice, or contained the consecrated wafers at the 
sacrament of mass* It is of silver gilt, and six inches in diame- 
ter. lu the centre, most beautifully embellished with blue and 
green enamel, is represented the Deity, sitting with his amis ex- 
tended, and supporting his son on the cross, with an Olive branch 
in the left hand, and the Gospel in the Round the verge, OX 

rim, is the i'oUowing inscriptioii, in tliie||mieht text letter, curious- 
ly ornamented with t^rigsof roses between each word, alludittg 
to the subject. 

©atxctn* tu •anrtOi;?*' 

' 0WJUNG, 

y 

* Thorpe's 'Antiquitiee in Kent, in 
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C/OWIANOj suci^ully cd,lled Culimj^Cf hikI CuUna^cSy was jGjninti^d 
hy llie latter name to Duke Eadulf, by Cetiulph, King of Mercia, 
whose original grant Hasted mentions as being preserved iu the 
Surrenden Library* In the reign of Eduard the First, it was held 
by Henry de Cobham, wlmse son, John de Cobhain, had license 
of free warred within this Lordship in the seventeenth td* Edward 
tlje Third. His son, also named John, obtained [>eniiissioii from 
Richard the Second, * to embattle and fortify Jiis Manor-house/ 
afterwards cMled Cowling Castle; and in bis descendants, by the 
female line, this Manor continued vested till the execution for 
treason of (leorge Brooke, Esq. brother to Henry, t .i d Cobliam, 
in the time of James the The King restored it, with the 

Castle, to his son Wiltiain, who was made a Knight of the 
and who died seized of this estate in 1668, when, on a division 
among his daughters and co-beircsscs, it was separated into three 
fiarts; the royalties, privileges, and liberties of the Manor being by 
agreement equally divided. 

COWLING CASTLE occupied a low situation at a short dis-» 
tance from the Church on the west ; but, with the exception of 
tlie Gateway, is now little more than a mass of ruins. Tlie 
body of the Castle was of a square form, flanked by towers, and 
environed by a moat, which still contains water, though it is partly 
filled up. At the soiltli-east angle are remains of a circular lower, 
finely mantled with ivy: the inner area is now an orchard and gar- 
den, the whole demesne being tenanted as a tarm. The entrance 
to the outer works was by a handsome gateway, which is nearly 
perfect, and consists of two semicircular towers, machicolated 
and embattled, with a strongly arched eutuuice, originally defend- 
ed by a portcullis, the place for which is still in good preservation. 
In the inner parts of the tower|, which are open, were flights of 
stone steps leading up to the parapets. On the front of thecdstern- 
inosl tower, is affixed an engraved plate of brass, iu imitation rf 
a deed, or grant, having an appendant seal of the Cobham aims, 
and coutainiiig these lines: 

Eatetf) tl)at heth anti ishall he 
j>at 31 atn waue tn help of the tontre 
3In knotoing oC tDhbhe tpmo 

rhaitte anh This 



KENT. 


This is traditionallv recorded to have been fixed np by John do 
Cobham, tlie buildei, v^ho, in the fourth year of Richard the Sc^ 
coud, had obtained the King*s» license to fortify his dwelling; and is 
supposed to have been apprehensive that the strength of his Castle 
might give umbrage to the court, and therefore took this method 
to escape censure. Here Sir John Oldcastle, who/ in right of his 
wife, Im<l summoir> to Parlianpient as Lord Cobham, sought refuge 
t\hea accused of herci^ before Archbi&liop Arundel, and refused 
to adnut the Archbishop's messenger, vUio had been ‘sent to serve 
on him a citation of appearance. Sir George Brooke, Lord Cob* 
ham, defended this Castle against the uafortimate Sir Thomas 
W\att, in the reign of Queen Mary; and though the cutrance 
gate was forced by the ordnance, succeeded in keeping possession 
of the other vorks, till Sir Thomas drew oil* his forces, and marcli^ 
ed to Gravesend, 

Cowling Church is dedicated to St. James, and consists of a nave 
and chancel, wUli a tower at the west end, having a squaje turret 
at the south-east angle, A range of tiefoil aiches, in lelitf, or- 
naments the chancel; and in the south wall is a large and tunous 
double Piscina, Cl edince, having pointed arches above, sepa* 
rated by a small column, with a column also on each side. 

The ISLE OF GRAINEis sepaiated from Uie Hundred of lloo, 
by a water called tlie Scray, whuh was anciently of sufikient width 
to admit the passage of small vessels from the Medway to the 
Thames, and xke versa* Tiiis channel V5as named the Wnlct, 
(Inlet,) or Ycnlade, in Hoo; and lias been ssiid, though probablj 
on insufficient authority, to have been the usual passage to the 
port of London, m’eii so late as the time of Edward tlie Thiid,^ 
Off the en*?! of this Isle, is the Norc light, which is heic stationed, 
to enable the mariner to avoiitlhe long and narrow sand-banKs, 
whicli lie in parallel ranges, iu the estuary c^the Thames, The 
extent of the Isle is about three miles a half from north to 

south, and two miles gpd a half from wTst, Tlie whole is 

very 


See llastcd’t. Kenr, Vol, IV, p. 
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very low ami flat; the greatest part consisting of jnardi and pas- 
ture lands. It contains only one Parish, called St* James's, from 
its Church being dedicated to that Saint. On the south-east side, 
adjacent to the Medway, is a range of Salt- Pam; and about mid- 
way up the clrannel, on the west side, is a secojid range. Tiie inhabi- 
tants are but few; and most of the honses are irregularly scattered 
in tlie neighbourhood of the Church. The land is kept irom be- 
iu| ovenvheUned by tiic sea, by strong embankments of earth, 
called sea-waUs. The Manor is appendant to that of Giiliiighara; 
siind from that circuinstaiice, k included in tlie hundiedof Clratham. 

HOO, ST. WEKBUiKill, was ancieully possessed by Earl 
Godwin, but at the time of the Domesday Survey, \i belonged to 
the Bishop of Baienx, and is described, in the Domesday P>ooli, 
as having ‘‘four carucates in demesne, and 100 villeins Wimting 
three; with sixty-one cottagers, having forty-three carucates. The 
whole Manor, in the time of Edward the Coniessor, was worth 
sixty pounds; when the Bishop receivecl it, the like, and now as 
much, and yet he who holds it, pays 100 and VJ pounds.'* From 
this description, it is evidetit that the Manor was thcii of much 
greater extent than at present; and as the same record also informs 
us, that in Uoo, ^ arc six Churches/ il becomes of some impor* 
tance to ascertain how they were situated ; the result w ould proba^ 
hly lend to correct those erroneous opinions tlrat are sometimes 
formed from the brief statements of the Domesday Book, of cer- 
tain placed being considerably more extensive in the iSorman times, 
than at |>resent. Three of the six Cliurches tliat are mentioned as 
in Hoo, were certainly lliose that now belong to the distinct Pa- 
rishes of High Hahtove, St, Mur/s, and Alkhulloivs probably 
St, Jams\s, ill (he Isle of Graiiie, was a fourth; St, Werburgh in 
Hoo, was the fifth ; and that of Merston, formerly a distinct parish, 
l)ut now iniborporaled with Shorae, might be the sixth and last.f 
These six Churches, therefore, were not situated immediately in 
Hoo, but in a circuit of many miles round ; and over some of them, 

the 

* Sec Hatted*) Kent, Vol. IV. under those parkhes; and Peg. Raff, 
p. 422- 
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die Manor of Iloo is still paramoliiit,^ The Earl of Jer^^cy, who 
is Baron of Hoo, is also owner of the Manor* 

Among the few monumeiils in St. Werburglfs Church, is » shv 
gular Brass of an aged w^oniaii, for Dorolhi/e Plumly, who die<l 
in i 615; two Brass figures of Vicars, Richai^d Bayly, who died 
in 1402; and John Brown, to whose inscription tlwre is no date, 
but who preceded the former in the vicarage; and tfie figure of 
a Knight, (son of John de Cohliam, the third Baron Cobhain,) in 
curious plate armour, and his Lady; with this inscriptloir beneath ; 

iacent Cohl)am ^miacu flluu obijt biij* bie* 

mn 0 iSf 3Iuni;« anno bni l^dlmo 
nu euia* €luotam« 5ec. 

Peter Cunning, the once celebrated Bishop of Ely, was a 
native of this Pariah, of which bis father had been appointed Vi- 
car by the Dean and Chapter of Rochester. He was bom on the 
eleventh of Januarv, l(>13, and seems to have been very early 
distinguished for his propensity to learning* The earlier part of 
his (Hlucation he received at Ring s School, Canterbury, but after- 
Wards removed to Cambridge, and thence to New College, Oxford, 
where his attachment to royalty was more encouraged and rewarded. 
The ensuing Civil War retarded his advauccmeiit; but on the Re* 
storation, he was rapidly promoted, and at length made Bishop of 
Chicliester in l0‘6’9: in lG74, he was tmiislaled to Ely, where 
he remained till his death, in 1684. His benevolence was verv 
great; and he bequeathed nearly his whole property for charitable 
uses, particularly for augmenting the revenues of poor vicarages. 

UPNOR CASTLE, was erected by Queen Elizabeth, to defend 
the passage of the Medway, but is now made use of as a Powder 

Magazine, 


^ Even so late as the year 1337, Bishop llamo de Ilethe decreed, 
with the consent of all parties, among other things, that all personal 
tithes, and oblations made at the exe^ie* of the dead, in the Parish 
Ohmrehes of St. Mary>, and llalstpw^md other Parish Clmrcltes in 
Hoo, the ♦bodies of whom ought to be^uried in the cenietary of the 
Church of St. Werberge, &c. should wfcng to the Vicar, (of Hoo,) 
and his successors in the Vicarage.'' Beg* Baft 
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MagaziM, for the security of which, there is an establishment, of 
a Oovemor, Store-keeper, Clerk of the CIie{|ue, Master Gunner^ 
&c, with an Officers guard of soldiers: the latter are lodged in 
barracks hcliiiul the Castle ; and at a little distance, is a good 
house, with gardens, for the Store-keeper, The Casde is environed 
by a moat, and consists of a centre building, of ,an oblong form, 
connected with a round tower at each end* The only period in 
which tills fortress proved of any utility, was in the reign of Charles 
the Second^ June, l6'6y, when the Dutch, under the famous 
Admiral de Ruyter, suddenly appeared at the mouth of the 
Thames, during a protracted negociation, and detached his Vice^ 
Admiral, Van Ghent, with seventeen of his lightei \cssels, and 
eight fire-ships, willi orders t» sail up the IVIedway, and destroy 
the shipping. Van Ghent took the fort of Sheerness with little 
difficully, and after destroying the stores, made dis))osilions to pro- 
ceed up the river. lu the mean time, the gallant Monk, Duke of 
Albemarle, made every effort that the surprise would a<lmit, to 
render his attempt abortive ; he sunk several ships in the channel 
of the river, and drew a chain across, behiinl w Inch he placed the 
Unity, the Matthias, and Charles the Fifth; three large men of 
war, that had before been taken from the Dutch, wlio were now 
advancing very fast, and having the advantage of wind and tide, 
passed through the sunken ships, and broke the chain. The three 
ships that guanled it, were bistanlly in one tremendous bluze; and 
V’’an Ghent contimied to advance, till, with six men of war, and 
five fire-ships, lie came opposite to Upnor Castle; but he iiere met 
with so warm a fire fiom Major Scott, Commandant in the Castle, 
and Sir Edward Spragge, who directed the batteries on the opposite 
shore, that he thought it best to draw off, bfc ships having sustain- 
ed considerable damage. On their return, liowever, tlicy burnt 
the Royal Oak, the Great Jamc^, and the Loyal London, The 
former was commanded by the brave Captaiu Douglas, who, b 
the confusion of the day, had received no directions to retire, nnd 
who perished with his sliipl ^ h never shall be said,* were liis lajt 
tVords, ' that a Douirlas ouiiicd his post ivithoui orders! 

3 

nUNDSBURY, 
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FRINDSBURY, anciently called Mslinghum^ wliicli is now a 
distinct Manor in Fiindsbury Parish, was given to the See of Ro* 
Chester, in the eighth century, by Offa, King of Mercia, and Si* 
gered, who styles Ihmself, in the grant, < King of the half part of 
the Province of the Keiitishmen/ The Manor was afterwards dis- 
severed from that See, in the Danisli w^ars, but was restored to 
Bishop Gundulpii, about the year 1076', by Arclibisbop Lanfranc, 
Avho liad obtained restitution of this, and oilier estates, in a Solemn 
Assembly held on Pinciulen Heath. Gnndnlph^ settled Frmds- 
bury on the Monks of St. Andrew, in Rochester, wlio retained it 
till after the Dissolution, when Henry the Eightli granted it to the 
newly-founded Dean and Chapter.* 

The Church is dedicated to Ail Saints, and stands on a com- 
manding eminence rising from the ISIcdvvay, over which river, the 
view from the Church-yard is extremely tine : it includes the Ca- 
thedral, Castle, aud Bridge of Rochester, logelhcr with Chatham, 
and all the adjacent country. The Church consists of a nave, 
chancel, and south aisle, with a substantial tower at the west end, 
from which rises an octangular spire. The chancel is the most 
ancient, and may probably be of the building of Pauliniis, Sacrist 
of Rochester, who is stated, in the liegisiruyn Rqfensc, to have 
erected a Church here, of stone, between the years 1125 and 1137. 
It has, however, experienced several alterations; and tlic cavSt wki- 
dow, which is divided by inuUions, and has a quatrefoil light, with 
crockets above, is, perhaps, as well as those in the side walls, of 
the time of Bishop Ypung, who held this See tiom 1 iOi to 1418; 
and is lecordtd to have ‘ caused several windows to be made’ in 
this fabric. The niununients aie not particularly reniaikable. 

The high road to Rochester and Canterbury crosses CiAD’S 
HILL, which begins near the twenty-sixth mile stone fiom Lon*^ 
don, and has been rendered not inoi able by the immortal Shake* 
^are, who has made it the scene of the <^owardiy exploits of Sir 
JohnFahtaJf^ where tlie “three niisbegii^^n knaves in Kendal 
green— -for it was so dark, Hal, that tliou couldstnot see thy 

hand/' 

Jn Thorpe’s Antiquities^ Kent, Part 11. p 41—58, are some 
cunouv pnrtJLulais^®e lli tow and C’ustoms of this Manor* 
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tiand,”— %rid the “ eleven in buckram suits,’’ proved too powerful 
for the skUl of ‘ poor old Jack/ The si^n of Sir Jolm Valstaff ou 
thbjiill, has lon<» beenllie means of reralling the remembrance of 
the jocular Knight to the mind of the traveller. 

COBH AM HALL, the ancient seat of tiie once iliuslrious, and 
far-spreading fijniily of Cobham, is now, with its surrounding 
estates, the property of John, fourth Earl, and Viscoiuil Darnley, 
During almost , four centuries, from the reign of King Jolm to 
that of James the First, Cobham was the head of the Barony of 
this noble race,' wliich for % long period maintained pre-eminenry 
in this county, and with whom, perhaps, the ancient nobility of 
Kent may be said to have expired. JJenry de Cobhasii, who waa 
one of tlie Reco^niiores Magmt Assizw, or Justices of the Great 
Assize, in the first of King John, obtained a grant of the Manors 
of Cobham and Shorne from William, a Norman soldier, suniamed 
^uatre-mar, or Kniglit of tlie Four Seas, from certain services 
whicli he had rendered to Henry the Second. He left three sons; 
John, who succeeded him ; Beginaid, or Reinold, who was a Jus^ 
tice; Itinerant, and Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, in the time 
of Henry the Third ; and William, who was also a Justice ItiiM^rant 
in the same reign, Tlie former was twice married, and had three' 
sons; John; Henry, Lc Uncle, as he was afterwards called, the 
posscssoi of Roundall, in Sliome; and Reginald, ancestor to the 
Cobharas, of S^a^-b<>rough Castle, in Surrey, Jolm, the eldest, 
was Constable of Rochester Castle, and became very eminent for 
his knowledge of the laws; lie was several times a Justice lluieranf, 
in the reigns of Henry tlie Third, and Eilward the First; and 
passed through various subordinate situations with great honor, 
till he at length was constituted a Baron of the Excliequer in 1 284 . 
On his death, in 1300 , he was succeeded by his eldest son, Henry 
de Cobham, who, with three otlim of his family, w^as knighted in 
Scotland, for the eminent services they had rendered the King, al 
the wege of Cariaverock*^ He was the first Lieutenant (so called) 
VOI^VU. Oct. Qq of 

^ iV * A&wer of the Kentish gentry' accompanied Edward the 
T\m their names arc recorded by Philipott ; FHh 
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of Povor Castle, and Warden of (he Cinque Ports; be was also 
promoted to manv otiier distiuijiii^ilied othces of trust, and had 
summons to Parliament as a Baron, in the sixth of Edward tlie Se- 
coutl, John de Cobham, his son and lieir, the second Baron, who, 
in (he ninth of Edward the Third, had been made Admiral of tlic 
Kui^*s fleet, from the entrance of the TIuimes w;cstward, was in- 
cluded in the Commission of the eleventh of Uk siinie King, mX\i 
Bishop Ilamo de Hetbe, and Thomas de Alston, for demandiug 
aid from the inhabitants of Kent, in support of ‘ tfic .King’s Jour- 
ney to war with France/ Under this Commission, tliey were au- 
tiiorUed to call before them, in the * Church of Kochesier,’ the 
clergy and people of this count}, of whom, after some contention, 
they succeeded in obtaining * a filtecuth/* In the seventeenth of 
Edward the Third, he obtained license of free warren in his Lord- 
ship of Cobham, and ail other Manors belonging to him in Kent; 
and in the twenty-fifth, had summons to Parliament: he afterwards 
served in tlie wars in France, and was made a Knight Banneret. 
John de Cobham, bis son and successor, the third and last Barou 
Cobham of hb family, commonly called the Founder^ from his 
having founded and endowed a College and Chantry at Cobham, 
served also in tlie wars in France, both in the reigns of Edward tin* 
Tiiird, and Richard ttie Second, by the latter of whom he was 
made a Knight Banneret In the tenth of Richard, he was one of 
the fourteen Lords constituted Governors of the Realm, and em- 
|vowered to inquire into the misconduct of the preceding adminiv 
trdtion; through which, m (lie Sovereign regaining his ascen- 
dancy, be was impeached of treason, and comlemned to death, 
but hb sentatice was converted into baublimeni to the Isle o( 
Jersey, by especial iavor of the King. He was recalled on tlie 
accession of Henry the and died in the ninth of tlie same 

reign, teaviug by Joan, who died before him, and 

her husbatKl, Sir Jolm ^ grand-daughter and 

heiress, also named Joan. *|P^^dy was married in succession, to 

Sir 

V Gtfneidogy qf the Cobhams, in Pocock’s Hist. Of (Jravcieiid# P* 40 # 
Tliii genealogy was drawn up by Mr. Charles derke, I?* A» S. 
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Sir Robeit Hcrmcnddle, Knt, Sir RegmaUl Bravbrooke, Kat. Sir 
Nicholas Hawberk, Kat. (all of whom (lic<l during the life of her 
grandflither,) Sir Joha Oldcastle, Knt. the unfortunate victim of a 
jt!st on Archbishop Arundel, (who assumed the title of Lord Cob- 
ham in rfgtit of tiis udfe, and was biinu alive lor his adherence to 
the opinions of the Lollards, of whose sect he was considered as 
the chief,) and Sir Jolin Hafpenden, Knt. She had issue by all 
her husbands, but the last •, yet all her children died young, with 
the exception of Joan, her youngest tdiild by Sir Reginald Bray- 
brooke, tWio became her heiress, and married Sir Thomas Brooke, 
Knt of Brooke, near Ilciiester, in Somersetshire. Tie assumed 
the title of Lord Cobham in right of his Lady, but was never 
summoned to Parliament ; yet his son and successor, Edward, the 
friend of Richard, Duke of York, tlie ill-fated rival of Henry the 
Sixth, had that honor, he being advanced to tlie Barony of Cob- 
liaiw in 1416'. John, his son and successor, and second Baront 
Cobham of this family, assisted at the coronation of Henry the 
Seventh ; and united witli Grey, Earl of Kent, agtiinsl the Cornish 
iiisurgcnts at the battle of Blackbeath. Thomas, liis son and heir, 
was succeeded by liis eldest son, George,'*’ wlio was made a Knight 
of the Garter by Henry the Eighth, and Lord Deputy of Calais, 
which post he retained till the reign of Queen Mary, by wiiom he 
was for a short time imprisoned in the Tower, on ‘'iispicioii of his 
being concerned in the rebellion of Sir Thomas Wyatt, though he 
had opposed the entrance of the latter into Cowling Castle. Wil- 
liam, liis eldest sou and successor, entertained Queen r^lizabeth at 
Cobham Hall, during lier progiess through Kent, soon after she 
had ascended the throne. He was afterwards sent Ambassador 
into the Low Comitiics; and for liis conduct on his latter embassy 
to Don John of Austria, Regent to King Philip, was rewarded by 
being made a Knight of tlie CTarter, and a Privy ('ounscHor, The 
Queen, with whom he became a great favorite, also a}>pointed him 

Q q 2 Lord 

^ In the Castrations to II oil ai shed’s Chronicle, is a Int of grants 
made to thu Nobleman; and artig^the Hail. MSS. Nos. 283, 284, 
are many* Stajte Letters sent toisjjilrom h m, while Loid Deputy ot 
C alais* ffmkd's Km. 
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Lord Cliamhevlain ; and lie was likewise made Lord Warden of 
tlie Cinque Ports, Governor of Dover Castle, &c. He died in 
March, l having by his Will directed the building and eu- 
dowinent of u Nt-io Cotles^c on the site of that which had been 
foinided by his ancestor, John, Lord Cohham. Henry, his eldest 
SOD, ]>> Frances, daughter of Sir John Newton, ^his second wife 
succeeded to Iiis lilies, inbciitance, and places; tliough one ofjlie 
latter, (he government of (he Cinque Ports, was contended for by 
the Sydneys, "I'his was the man whose weak undcWauding, and 
abject soul, proved the ruin of Sir Walter Raleigli ; with whom* 
the Lord Grey, of Wilton, and others, he had engaged in a con- 
spiracy against the Cecils, and posubly with the uitiniatc design of 
advancing (he Lady Arabella to tlie throne, Ilis confession, il 
such it can 1)0 culled, made up of a confused mixture of avowab. 
palliations, and denials, procured bis own pardon; though tin 
King, (Janies the First ,) uitli an aggravation of cruelty worthy only 
of Ilis own mean soul, caused his victims (Markham, Cobham, and 
the Lord Grey) to be brought upon the scaffold, and alternately pie- 
pared to the very verge of death, before his intentions were suf- 
fered to be declared. Cobham was afterwards committed to the 
Tower during pleasure; and all his possessions being seized by the 
King, was reduced to such extreme necessity, that lie ‘ had starvcfl/ 
says Weldon, ‘ had not a trencher scraper, sometime liis servant at 
Court, relieved liiin with scraps!' He died in Jauuaiy, iC)VJ, 
without issue. His brother, Cicorge Brooke, who was beheaded 
for Iiis concern in the conspiracy, had a son, named William, after- 
wards restored in blood, though not in title, and made Knight of 
the Bath. The male hue of this tamily became extinct in l651, 
on the dealh of Sir John Brooke, had been advanced to the 
dignity of Bm on Cobham in tlv* twentieth of Charles tlie First. 

"After tijc attainder of the imbecile Cobham, an Act of Parlia- 
ment was pa^ssed, to confirm his possessions to the Crown, and to 
render valid all grants that should be made of them by the King. 
Under this Act, Ihe exercise of his ow'ii prerogative, James, 

in his teuth year, gViinted the RIanor of Cobham, with Cobham 
Hall, an i ellafi" c>iatcs of the li 'bhains, to his kinsman, Lodowick 

Sluarti 
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Slnarl, Duke of Lenox, wlio, though tlincc married, left no issue; 
and was succeeded l)y iiisouK brother, EsiueStuait, Lord de Au- 
higny, who died in the following year. James, his eldest son and 
successor, wlio had licen made Knight of the Garter hy King 
James, was created Duke ot llichtuoud in Kill ; and was also 
Lord Warden of the Ciiujue Ports, Ac. Lsine, his only son and 
iieir, died in rnince, in his eleventh year, when his titles and 
C'.tfites devolved to €harh‘,s Stuart, Earl of I.ichfield, his cou\tn- 
german, who was a Kiiiglit of the Garter, and died in Denmark, 
ill 1672, whilst Ainhussador Extraordinary to that Com t. Cathe- 
rine, liis only sister and heiress, uPerwards Baroness of ('lil’ton, in 
right of her grandmother, was twke married: lirst to Henry, Lord 
O’Brien, lieir-apparent to the Earl ofl^hoinond; and, secondly, to 
Sir Joseph Williamson, Knt. who, alter being employed on several 
einhassit's, was matle a princijval Secretary of State, This gentle- 
man resided at Cohham Hall, wliich he had piirclia>ed, together 
with the Manor (d* Cohham, and other estates; the possessions of 
the Dukes of Lenox, in this cmmty, having heen sold to defray 
debts, and other purposes. He died in 1707, haHng hequeathed 
Iwodhirds of IiL estates to the laidy Catherine, Ins wife, and the 
remaining tliird to Mr^. Mary Honisbv. who had been his servant ; 
and who afterwards delended her right against John Bligh, I'sip 
created Earl of Darnhw in 17-3, and his wife, the Lady 'ilieo- 
do'jia Hyde, Baroness Clifton : the latter had succeeded lo these 
estates in 17 13, on llie death of her brother, Edward, Lord 
Clilloii and Coniburv, son oi Edward, Lord Cornbiiry, alteiwards 
I'-arl of Clarendon, and Catherine, liis wife, the only surviving 
daughter and lieircss of llie Iradv Catherine, by her lirsl husband, 
Henry, Lord O'Brien. After a vexatious course ol litigation, it 
^vas agreed between llio parlies, that Mrs. llornshy should he al- 
lowed a third of tijc sum of oO.OO&I. lor her property in the estates; 
and this agreement was fulfilled about the year 1731, by Edward, 
^et'oud Lord Darnlov, who thus became possessed ot llie culire 
b e. This Nobleman ihed in 17^7, ^md was succeeded by hi*^ 
biotlier, John, on whose decease, in 173 H bis titles and inherit* 
nice descendeil to his eldest son, the fouith aiid present L id. 

gqj CGBliAM 
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COBHA^I MALL, though not externally grand, retains sutli- 
eieiit remains of il> ancient baronial splendor to excite considerable 
interest: it is built in the form of an half II ; the extremities of the 
side wings are terminated by octagonal towers, and, wdth the centre, 
and a sunk wall \\\ front, iuelose a (|uadrangiilar lawn, ornament- 
e<l by sUUue>, va'.e^, <S:c. 'Hie centre of the buiUijiig was planned 
by Inigo Jones, and was new cased with brick, and sashed, by the 
late Karl of DarnUy; so that its appearance is not unrtbrm with tlu 
wings, which formed part of the residence of the Cobliams. lii 
Ihest* are proi< cling entrances, (now disusc<l,) of stone, extending 
to the roof: that to tlie south, has the arms and suj>porters of the 
Cobhams, sculptured in bc»ld relief, in llie u))per comjvarfment. 

'[’he Vistihiilcy which opens from the lawn, is partly titted u)> in 
‘l:e rnikisli, and partly in the Italian manner. I'he chimneN-piec(> 
js of marble, and extreinel\ elegant; having iti front, asrnlptnveol 
a l>aci‘hanalian subject, and being surrounded with bcantiful mar- 
ble statues, and other ornanients. The small figures of Merculev. 
ami the Aaticaii Ajiollo, whicli stand alxue, and the gvciiif> ol' 
and I'smIk* below, arc wrought in the most sujierior slvie. 
Tbi^ apartment opens into the Mi/sic Room, wJiicb lias been mag- 
iiihcentl} tilted np and furnished, h\ the late and present Earls, at 
a vast expense: its length is lifly leet; its breadth, lliirtysix; and 
its height, thirtv-lwo. The ceiling, which was designed hy Inigo 
Jones, is divided into various square and circular compartments, with 
a deep oval in the centre; all superbly gilt, ami enriciied by aj)- 
propriate onuunents, among which are Iwi l\e |><md ant coronet-;, 
Elio lower part of the sides are linetl witli greyveined marble, ht 
uveen pilasters of Sragliola, in imitation of yellow' orbique mai - 
ble, stqjporting a rail fascia and cornice. In the compartments 
above, are repre-ant.illoiis of all klnd.s of musical instruments, 
hanging in fe-toons, and most richK gilt. At each end is a galle- 
ry, supported ]>y four columns, cased like the pilasters, and hav- 
ing l*asi‘s and capitals of Parian marble; the latter arc exquisitely 
sculptmed. The chiruney-piece, which corresponds in grandeur 
with the rest of the apartments, has full-h ngtii marble statues at 
die sides; and in trout, a sculpfute from the Aurora of Guido. 
\bove, in a gorgeous fraiue, are portraits by Vandyck, iu bis finest 



KEKT, 


fm 

fivanner, ol L<>ri) John and Lord Barnard Sti art, sons of 
Lsine, and brothers of James, Dukes of llicliiiiojul and Lenox; 
over this, beneath ii massive gilt curtain, are the arms, supporters, 
anti eoronet, oi Lord Daniley. The tunnfure i^ etpially splendid 
with the derotiitions; and among the other ornaments are eight 
aiuhaster viiMvs^on pedestals; together with fnll-length slatuesof the 
V( rnis d<* iMedris, and an antique, either ol Meleager, or Autinous. 

I lit* interjftr of the north iving is undergoing a complete repair, 
under tho* dift'tJion ol the celebrated VVvuft; and a new entrance 
on this sitie, b\ a (lOtliic archetl gateway, is now building. This 
•'Oimnunirates with a vanlte<l passage leading to tt.' grand stair- 
case, whicli has also been rere* tly altered in the Gothic sKle, and 
has tm the ceiling an ornariienial compartment, t ontaining a shield, 
cliarged with the arms of Stuart, Duke ol Biehniond and Lenox, 
ro})ied from Inigo Jones’s ceiling. This leads tt) t lie (kiUcrj/, wliich. 
when fiuislied, will h<* a verv noble apartinent, and is iiiteialed !<» 
In' Idled with [tictiirts: its length is ivM liet. The chimneN-pieces. 
wbiaii are lour in number, are elaboratciy wrought in black and 
whitf* marble, as are all the others in tlie aticieiil parts o» lliis 
edifieo; and though \eiy large, and in some a spects Inraw. lliev 
liave all a striking and sintiptuous ap})earimr(> ; on one ul liK-m 
are the arms ot llj<‘ l.onls Cobham. witii the date ioN?. in an 
•qjarlineiit contiginMis to this. Q\icen Idizabetli was lodged itioiag 
her visit to W illiam, Lord (kibham, in the tiisl ot her lelgn; and 
her arms are still retnaining among tin’ other ornaments o% the 
ceiling. On the basement stoi-y is the wbidiis 

also hi a state of reparation. The rin{nne\-t)iere eviiibits a Jnli- 
length statue of Pomona in the centre, with Iriats, ks:v, at the sides; 
and beneath the cornice, is an outline engraviiig ot Moses snikjiig 
the fU'ck. 

The aparfnn^ats ifi the south wing ore decorated with nianx fine 
paintings which are to be |)!ared in the Gallery; with many other' 
that ha\e been recently convcM'd to London, till the injprovements 
in the opposite W'iiig are completed. Among the most eminent 
of those now here, is a large picture ol the Dijath of Cj/rus, by 
Bubens, Idr wlhcii J.ord D*»r'ley has refused !^'J00 guineas; a most 
fijhrited i^h^tch ol the Lion /L'.vr.7/g, by tlie same artist; ibe Liui 

Q q 4 
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fff Samuet, by Sir Joi^hua Reynolds; a Nativihj, i^ith a f»reat va-* 
riety of' figures, finely grouped and colored ; Judas betraying Christ; 
and a large )iiecc of Fishermen in a $torm, by Salvator Rosa, the 
figures and coloring of the sky in which are extremely fine. 

The Park, which includes 1800 acres, and is nearly seven miles 
iti circumference, is beautifully diversified, and abundantly wooded. 
I’hc oaks are particularly luxuriant, and many of them are very 
large and venerable. On the south side, leading from the house, is^a 
noble avenue of lime-trees, consisting of four rows, and .extending 
to the length of upwards of 1000 yards. On an elevated site to- 
wards tlie southern extremity of the Park, is an extensive building, 
erected as a Mausoleum, or Chapel, at an expense of pOOOl. 
under an injunction in the w ill of the late Earl, and designed for the 
sepulture of the family. The hasemeut stoiy', which is rusticated, 
contains a vault and sarcophagus, surrounded by recesses for iiiter-^ 
meats. The Boor over this was intended fora Chapel, and is crow ti- 
ed by a dome, supported by eight Corinthian columns. 'The exterior 
part of this story has four wings With duplicated columns, sustgining 
sarcophaguses, and is terminated by a pyramid. 

The present COLLEGE at Cob ham, which nearly adjoins to the 
Church on the soutli side, is a neat quadrangular budding of stone, 
measuring about sixty feet by fifty-one. It contains a Hall, and con- 
\cnient apartments for twenty persons, with gardens to each. Over 
the south portal, are the arms and alliaiices of Brooke, Lord Cobbani, 
li]e jbunder, within a garter ; and beneath, an inscription recording 
his nanie and titles, and the date of the erection of the College, 
which was ‘finished in September, 1598.' 'Fhis fabric, as has 
been mentioned, was built on the site that hud been occupied by 
the College founded h} John de Cobhani, in 1362. The endow- 
inents of the old foundation were very ample, and were given, 
wilb the College itself, by Heiir]y the Eightii, at the period ot 
the Dissolution, to (itorge, Lord Cofiham, who had the Kings 
rojall assent and license by hys (jrace s word, without any maner 
patents, or otlier writings, to purchase and receyve to bis 
Iieires for ever, of the late IMaster a<id Brethren of tlie Colledge or 
Chanirv of Cohhain, in the coiintie of Kent, nowe being utterly 
duM*lu‘d, the s«.ite of the same Colled ge or Chantry, and al ^d 
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irittgukr tbeir hereditiaments and possessions, as well tempomll as 
(feOi^siasticaU, wheresover they lay, or were, within the realin of 
fiaglaitd." Some small remains of the old College still exist; but 
the mass of materials was probably used in the new fabric erected 
under^lhc Will of Sir William B^ke/Lord Cobbam, wlio devised 
^ all those educes, ruiued buildings, soil, and ground, with the 
appurtetianc^ which sometime belonged to the late suppressed 
College/ foythe use of the Nav College^ which he diptets his execu- 
tor«{ to within four years next after his decease " By an 

Act obtained soon afterwards, (thirty-ninth of £li 2 ^b<*th,) the War- 
dens of Rochester Bridge for the time being, made a body 
corporate, and declared to l,c perpetual Presidents of the New 
College; the government of which w^s to be wholly vested in 
them, and their successors. The first Presidents under this Act, 
were Sir John Leveson, Knt, and the Kentish Antiquary, William 
Lambard, Esq. who were also two of the executors of Lord Cob- 
ham ; and by them, a series df excellent rules and ordinances were 
drawn up for the management of the College, which, with little 
alteiation, has continued in Ibrce till the present time. Tlie num- 
ber of inmates is limited to twenty, but without restriction either 
to sex, or state ; they are to be chosen from Cobham, and the ad- 
jacent Parishes of Sliorne, Cowling, Stroud, Hoo St. Werburgh, 
Cliff, Clialk, Higham, St. Mary’s Hoo, Cookstoiic, and Hailing. 
The annual revetnies of the College amount to about 1 i20l. 

Cobham Church is dedicated to St. Maty Magdalen, and'eon- 
Msts of a nave, aisles, and clianc4*l, with an embattled tower on 
live west. Ill tlie chancel, which is very spacious, and has lancet 
window&j’ls a series of Brasses in memory pf the Cobhanis; some 
of which, for their antM}uity, richness, and high preservation, have 
been 'considered as unrivalled. Twelve of these aie inlaid on grave- 
stones, Which measure upwards of eiglit feet long, by three broad, 
and are ranged in tw^o rows in the pavement before the alPar: the 
thirteenth, and last, which is the grave-stone of Ralph de Cobham, 
has been removed from its place, to make room for a more recent 
memorial for the late Earl of Damley. The larger slabs, beginning 
at the south-east corner, contain representations of the 
personages. ® ^ ^ 
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Si» John deCobu am, the first Knight Banneret, and Con»taMe 
of Rochester: iqirebcntcd slanding on a lion, beneath a canopy, 
ornauicnted with fiuiais aiul pinnacles. He h dressed in a shirt of 
mail, over which is a suit of face armour, of a very curious and 
antique tasbioii; with spurs and gauntlets. Round his uaist is a 
rich girdle, susUuuing a long sword: the verge of t}ie slab h thus 
inscribed : 

4* crioun ge ptmt itt entout 
limner pur ilaime le c^ttara ^tanBour. 

Ste CoBluhn auoit anoun 

S>ieup lu; face ten&e pacBoun 
Skt tt p^eeaienBeniapii Be eeint SlPathi 
He pm^ aaunt otue aBemotet cue 
Hue tn lau Be grate tcc E auatte« 

€ea enetntjs moueio % t abarre* 

Mauoe be Cobham, wife to Reynold, Baron Cohham, Lord 
Warden of the Cinque Ports, and Knight of the Garter, in the 
time of Edward the Third. She is standing on a dog, collared 
and belled, arrayed in a cloak or mantle, fastened by broaches 
across her neck, with a close diess beneath, buttoned tVom the 
waist upwards, and down the arms: her hair closely trl/zed, and 
hanging in frizzes over her shoulders: the inscription is impel lect. 

On the third slab is a female in a dress someuhat similar to tiie 
preceding, but without a mantle ; her hair is disposed round her face 
in tliree ranges of curls; and at her feet is a dog, as liefbre; the 
upper part of the canopy is gone, as well as the inscription* This 
seems to be the figure of Maobb BE Cobham, wife of Thomas 
do Cobham, who died in tlie reigii of Richard the Second* 

Margaebx bk Cq'buam, daughter to tijteEarl of Devonshire,, 
and wife to John, Lord Cobham^ the founder of the College, re** 
presented standing iriili catic^y, upon the central pinnacle 

of which, is the Vii Mp afe^ Ciutd^ End on each side, two escut* 
cheous; one €OnhmJ|^MCol^tam aims, viz. on a chevron three 
lions rampant; ati^ mother, the Cobham arms, impaling Cour- 
tenay. ' is l|abited in a cloi^e dress and mantle, with her 

hair disposed in fin ee rows of close cuxls, and banging ideiltH below 

her 
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lier shoulders: her head rests on an embroidered pillow. Round 
the verge of the slab is this insrriplion: 

e! 0 t name flPar«atete tjeCabenam latipa fille a noble a'le 
eouitte nr ZJebcm^tbir*: feme fe ftirc ne Cobefjam founuo 

{]^0|t0 2)a0i|0f (jiji 

lalmeneqr^ D$u% mttxmiU Smen^ 

•John de^Jobham, the founder of the College, standing on a 
lion, under caiiop> ; on the central pinnacle of which, lias also 
been a Virgin and Child. He is clothed in plate armour, and a 
shirt of mail, wdlli spurs and gauntlets ; the latter jointed for the 
fingers, iionnd his waist is an oniaraentcd belt, coin|W)sed of 
quatrefoil coiiipartnieuts ; to which are appendant a sword and 
dagger. In his liaiids he sustains u Church, which is described as 
being in the form of a cross, 'with a spire rising from the intersec- 
tion of the aisles. He wears a close scull-cap, aud long whiskers* 
The luscrijHioti is as follows : 

+ Dr terre fup fait et fourme* 

®t en ^em ct a tme ntip retournec* 

3(tS»an be ^obbam founbeui be rmr Unlace qai fui nomce» 

J®ercj be malme cit la <&cmte €iinm tcc ♦ 

Thomas de Cobh am, in armour similar to the last, and a 
lion also Ircneath his feet : the inscription is imperfect. 

Joan be CfiBHAM, probably the daughter of John, Lord 
Beauchamp, and mother of Lord Cobham, the founder. She is 
represented under a trefoil-headed cauop}, with finials and pinna- 
cles; dressed in a flowing robe, with a wimple; round her fore- 
head a string of jewels, aud over all, a large handkerchief. Tli^ 
%ergc of the slab has thb inscription, in Saxon capitals; 

S)amr: 3Ione: bet Iftibibam: qi^t: let: 

DeuB; bet ubi altne: eit; merci.* 
mire: pun fe: atme: priera: 
fibuaratmte; iobt^t be; parbobn: abera» 

SiE John Broee, Baron of Cobham, and the Lady Mar- 
OAHBT^ bis wife, under a very rich canopy, with pendants, »and 
ottnar omam^ots: over the archet arc pinnacles, with triangular 

compartments, 
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€0inpartment5> containing chcles with $hklds^ one of ubidi bear* 
tlie cross, and crown of tborus, and the other the five wounds; be- 
tween the pinnacles, in the centre, is a curious representation of 
the Trinit}, in winch the Deity is deliueated with a triple crown, 
and the Holy Spirit has a human face. The figure of the Kinght 
is gone, but that of his Lady remains; and beneath, aie gioups of 
eight sous and ten daughters. Round the verge vas this inscrip- 
tion. the words in italics, are supplied fiom Weevef?, and ITiorpc, 

ft t Jacent 3[obattej} ac haro barcnit tie Cottim 

ft tiomma ^j^aegama uror nua aucntiam fiha noiuiin but 

lOattU ftuper Domtnt dt qut quidem J huvtfi obljft — 

Xiiemenn' bnf 

cbtjt ultimo die mens* Septem* dm gUOtU See, 

e 

Sir Reginald Braybroke, second husband to Joan, Lady 
Cobham, in plate armour, with scull-cap, whiskers jointed gaunt- 
lets, and spurs; standing on a lion under a canopy, as before. 
From the centre of the canopy rises an elegant Gothic toner, con- 
taming, in the upper compartment, a representation ot the limit}, 
somewhat difterent from the former one, the Holy Spirit being 
here depicted as a dove, nestling in the breast of the Father, whose 
head h surrounded by the nimbus. The inscription round tiie \erge 
has the words, ^ aegenslbun IBia^bt. & mW 0 fihua (iberamiBiai!^ 
hto6 mihri0aeRtadtii0 bne ^loftanne Cobham U^ettbm bni 3Io!)an^ 
nmbe eablm/undatons tenunCUi mh Sir llegmald died at 
Middleburgb, in Flanders, the 20th of September, 1405, On 
small pedestals, standing within the pillars of the canopy, at his 
feet, were two youths, part of one of which only remains ; on the 
pedestal are these words. Seginal h* fill' for** The other, 

as appears from Weever, W^^^ribed, Ilic iacct Robwrtm Jilius 
iormn„ 

Sir Nicholas HawbiSS^/ third husband of Joan, Lady Cob- 
ham: bis grave-stone is elegantly inlaid tlian any of the 
others. He also is represenlwunder a canopy, in plate armour, 
standing on a lion, with a s|p'd and dagger dependant from a 
Vkh girdle, and has on a scull-cap, with a hauberk of mail* 

The 
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The summit of the canopy is divided into three eompartments, 
liiglily enriclied with finials and pinnacles, and exhibiting the Tri- 
nity in the centre, and the Virgin and Child, and St. George kill- 
ing the dragon, at the sides : at the basis of the pillars which ap- 
pear to suj)i>ort the central division, arc ornaments of lions' heads. 
At tlie side otl the^Knighl was a youth standing on a pedestal in- 
scribed thus: j/ic jaert Joljnea fiU’ cor’} and round the \crge of the 
slab is this ir^ription : 

+ ftit iacct jfSicharaua ftatoherSt milea (piontiam marttua 
Une JobneUnc Bir vfi:obj)m Bni Jobia Ur ®obi' n funtia# 

totia ienua ^ollecij Qui qmBm cbolau 0 ohijt apiiu €a 0 tnT 
Be Cocaipna iliSono Bie SDctobna Snno Bom m 0|l9iUmo. ^ua» 
Brtngcnteaimo. fteptimo. Ciiiua 

Joan de Cobham, wife to Sir Braijhrook^ Sir Ni- 

cholas Hawberk, &c. She died on the day of St, Hilary the 
Bishop, 1 4*33, as appears from the inscription : at her feet are six 
sons, and four daughters; and surrounding her are six escutcheons 
of the Cobham arms and alliances. 

The last of the larger slabs contains the figures of Sin Thomas 
Brookb, Lord Cobham, and one of his thiee wives. The for- 
mer is hi plate armour, much ornamented, with large roundels at 
the elbows and knees : he wears spurs, with a sword and dagger, 
but lias neither gauntlets, cap, nor helmet. Over Jiis shoulders is 
a chain, to which is appendant a small cross. His Lady is in a 
square head-dress^ with a long cloak, folded across her feet, and 
iastened over her breast by a coi*d, which hangs down in tassels. 
Below them are seven sons, and five daugliters; and at the cor- 
ners of the slab are four escutdieons of arms, displaying, quarter- 
ly, first, on a chevron, a lion Rampant; second, on a chevron, 
three lions rampant; third, seven muscles, lliiec, three, and one; 
and last, on a fess between lliree leopardii* heads, langued, an 
annulet. This Nobleman, as apiicars from the inscription, which 
is partly gone, was kinsman and heir to Sir Richard Beauchamp ; 
be died in 


Ralph, 
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Ralph, or Rat r, he Cobham i» represented by a bust, in 
a 5€Ull-C4ip, and shirt of mail, with face armour: he died, as ajv* 
jiears from the inscription, the twentielli of January, 1402* be- 
neath is a siiield of arms, displaying, on a chevron, three ciobs 
crosdicts, hot toad ; in the dexter point, in chief, a star * 

There is yet one iiionumeiit of this family to be ^escribed, wliich 
is that of Geouge, Lord Cobham, the Lord Dd>uty of Calais, 
and Anne, his Lady, sister and c<?-heiress of Johth l/)rd Bray; 
both of wliom arc represented by recumbent fm a stately 

tomb of white marble, which seems to have once been surmounted 
by a canopy, but was greatly damaged by the falling of a beam 
many years ago : round it are the portraitures of their children, 
ten sons, and four daughters, kneeling. This Nobleman died on 
the third of the kalends of October, 1558, and his Lady in the 
November following, of sheer grief. 

Tlie Wooden Scats for the choir attached to the foundation of John, 
Lord Cobham, are still remaining, round the west end of the chan- 
cel ; and on slabs in the pavement, are Brasses of ‘ SiaSiillmin tTanncte / 
who died ‘ first Master of the College/ in June, 1118; and * Hohfi® 
ftprotte/ another Master, who died in February, 1478: the foi- 
nier is represented by a bust ; tlie latter by a small whole-length, 
in a curious collared cloak, with large sleeves. 

STROUD may be considered as a suburb of Rochester, the 
greater pait being included within the jiuisdietioa of the Coipou*- 
tion of that city, under the name of Stioud Infra, It chiefly eon 
sists of one narrow street, exteiiding along the sides of the high 
road, and connecting wi(|i the west end of Rochester Bridge. Its 
inhabitants are mostly supported by maritime occupations, and by 
the fisheries on the river Medway, of which that of oysters is the 
principal. Tlie CImrek fe d^ictited to St. Nicholas, and measures 
100 feet ill length, in breadth : it consists of a nave, 

chancel, aisles, and sOjiiih ^npcl, with a tower, surmounted by a 

low 

T|pW3cscription cJ|jbe Cqbham Brasses has been partly drawn up 
from a curious set of made by Mr. T. Fisher, whien the mo- 

uumems were m better preservation than at pnsont} the mutibued 
senptions have mostly been supplied from the same authorities- 
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iow sj>ire, at Ihc west end. In the soulli wall oi cl, till she was. cow 

j^raduated Stone Sea/, of three comparhnenis. 7he 

nave, are small wljolo-lcngtli Bvassai of a man biSentence of Deatl 

males, in memory of Tho?nas Glovtr, and his wives 

and Joane: he. died in 1444*. Many other 

Church ; and Ihe tombs in the Church-yard are also 0 f 

I)!*. John F.R.S. PrAbeiidary of Rochester, ami o 

a History in jveut^ of which only the first volume wasVccount of the 

Ibhed, was Curate of this Parish.* , m Hertford 

, uc Thom ana 

btroud was originally a cha|>elry to Frindsbury; ll. Mdhey snil re- 

given, by Henry the Second, tc Eie Knights Templars ot 

solution of that Order, it was granted, with most of thtis Procedure 
possessions, to the Knights Ilospilaliers of St. John <>f 
It was aflerward.s conveyed to Edward the Second, wliosc 
sor excliangod it for other hinds, with Mary de St. Paul, 
of Pembroke; by whom it was given to liie Abbey she bad JL 
recenlly founded at Denny, in Cambridgeshire* Aftn in 
lutioii, tiie IMaiior of Stroud came into the po^-.ession of the 
Coldiam, ami has since passed tliiongh it variety of tamilies. \ 
HosnnwL was founded in Stroud, iu;ar the Church, in the rcigii 
of Richard the First, by (Jilbert de (ihinville, Bi.'bop of Roches- 
ter, for a Master, or Warden, and sevei tl Priests, who were to 
relieve and cherish therein, the poor, weak, infirm, iiud impo- 
tent: as well neighhoiiring inhabitants, as travel Icis trom distant 
places.” This Hospital was atlerwards called the Sevjurk, pro- 
bal.dy from having been rebuilt; though Bvsliop Tamier suppe^Nc^ it 
to have been .so called to distinguish itli onnlie House (>l”ti<c Ivni.vhls 
Templars;! its revenues, at the DissoIutiiMi, amounted, ;uxord- 
ing to Speed ami Dngdale, lo52l. .Os. JO{d. annually ; ai.dwrre 
granted to the Dean and Chapter^of Rochester. It; was dedicated 
to the ‘ Blessed Virgin Mary,’ as appe.ns from the charhus given 
in Dugdah'. Lehimi ami S]>ced liavc calied it the Hospital oi St. 
Andrew. The 

Dr. Hvrris lell into aiflindiles in the Kwrer parr of his hi* , and 
died iiisolvenf, which occasioned ins remaining ''olherions i bc occrcicd, 

t Vide Not ilia, under Strode, (Stroud,) xMote. 
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ALPH, or _ iu Stroud Parish, about half a nillc froiu 

^ * :V' south, was the site of the ancient Manor-Uousc 

jiears roni t Cdlar witli a groined roof, a»id a 

neatb is a si ^ i \ u • ^-n • ' i t *! 

, , aared eluiik, is still reinamini!: heneatii present 

crosstets be**’ ' * 

_ * . lich appears to liavc been built about the time of James 

There i‘ . . . .i 


is thAt o' 


j Grose, iu the view given in his 


s, calMl * the 


, * i V :l vet it does not appear that the kiii*rlits ^iVmplars liii.} 
and An. ; ^ / , , I . ' / ^ 

, ^ .-tablishmeut here; and the prob: 

both of V , . 


abilitN 


dull it was 


tomb of 


lore than a grange, or farm-house : the fouml iticu walls 


by a ci 


jir ancient uransioii arc of very great 



LOT Of BOOKS, &c. 


A fufl and hnpaHial Account qf the Jyhcovery of Sowry md 
Wifchcrc0^ practised bif June Wenham^^ qfWaikernc^ i/i Hctrtfordshire^ 
upon the Bodies of Anne Thorne and Anne Street, &c. The Proceed- 
ings her from her ftrst being appreliencled, till stie was com- 

inilted to Oaol by Sir Henry Chauncy; also her Tryal at the As-* 
sizes at Hertford, before Mr. Justice Powell, where she was found 
fi;uiity of Telony and Witchcraft, and received Sentence of Death 
for the same, March 4, lTll-2.*' By T. Bragge. 8vo. 

This was replied to in The Case qf the Hertfordshire Witchcraft; 
being an E\amn|ation of a Book, intituled, A full and impartial 
Account/* 8vo. J)ni which Mr. Braggc, who was Vicar of Ilitchio, 
pubffshoil a sc^d Tract, with <he I'itlq of, 

“ fVetcherr/ftf/r/her displayed; containing, 1. an Account of the 
VVitilicjctff practised by Jane Wenham, of Walkerne, in Hertford-^ 
shire, fei'^to her (>ondcinnation, upon the Bodies of Anne Thorn and 
Anne Stieet, and the deplorable Condition in which they still xey 
inani. 2. An Answer to the most general Object.* ^ is against the 
Being and Power of Wirches ; n’h some Remarks on the Ca«^ of 
Jane Wcnliani hi particular, and on Mr, Justice Powelfs Procedure 
therein. To which are added, the Tryals of Florence Newton, a 
iamous Irish Witch, at the Assiaes hedd at Cork, Anno 1601 ; as also 
oF two Witches at the Assizes held at Bury 8t. Edmunds, in 
Anno Iddr, before Lord Chief Baron Hale, who were found pHity, 
and executed.'’ Loud. 1712* 8vo. ^ 

This was replied to in an octavo Pamphlet, ascribed to Mr* Piltis, 
formerly Fellow of New College, Oxford, intituled, 

“ The Impossibility of Witchcraft; plainly proving, from Scripture 
and Reason, that tliere never was a witch ; and that it is both Ir- 
rational and Impious to beheve there ever was. In which the Dc- 
pos^itions a8;ainst Jane Wenham, lately tried and condemned for a 
Witch, at Hertford/ arc confuted and exposed.'' 1712. 

About the sarnc time was also published, in 8vo. ^ A ftdl Confnta^ 
tion (f Witchcraft ; more particularly o I the Depositions against Jane 
Wenham, lately condemned for a Witch, at Hertford; in which the 
modern Notions of Witches arc overthrown, and the ill Conse- 
Cjuences of such Doctrines are exposed, by Arguments pmviug that 
Witchcraft is Ptiestciaft. In a Letter from a Poysician in Hertford^ 
shire to his Friend in London, 1712." 8vOr 

Th<J 


♦ Tbifii poor vTomau, against tlie c^foion Of Jndge Powell, who tryed 
her, was found guilty by the Jury ; she, however, received a pardon ^rom 
the Queen ; and a gentleman in the county provided her an apartment over 
his stables, sent her victuals from his MJe, and sit0ered her to attend ha 
his cliiidi*en. She was ever filler lo<^ed upon, by the fomtly, as tm hOnojt, 
good-natured woman. See Burt’s Letters from the North of Scsotlaod, 
Vol. 1. p. 280. Mr« Bragge, in bis evidence on her Trial, dedared, on 
* the faith of a Clergyman,’ that ♦ ho believedhor to be a Witch ;* wheiwupon 
the Judge told him, that, * therefore, on the Truth of a Judge,* ho took bint* 
to be no Conjuror/” Gough’s Brit Top. Vol, 1. p, 434. 
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The two last Pamphlets were answerccl by a Defence of tho Pro^- 
eredin^s a^aimt Jane Wvvhmn^ wherein llic l^iSbihility ant! Iteality of 
WitclicratV are dcinoiisirated from Scripture, apd tl»e concurring 
Tesiitmuiies of all Ages/' &c. By Francis Bragge, A* B. late ot 
Peter House, Cambridge, Lonct 1713. 

Al)Out the same l ime was publijdied, ^ Ikli\f of Witchrmfl 
tindiented; pwving, from Scripture, that there have been Witches; 
and, from lieiiMin, that there may be stieU still. In answer to a late 
I'aniphlet, imittiled. The Impossibility of Witchcraft; plainly prov- 
ing, from Stpptuic and Ueason, that there never \Fas a Witch/’ Hcv, 
By G. li. A. M, 

This was answered by The TmpossihiHfy of Witeh}\nft furihn' dc* 
vmisfrated^ both from Scripture and Keason, whcrtiirseveral IVxis 
of Scripture, relating to Witches, are proved to be falsely translated ; 
svitli curbory Remarks on two trifling Pamphlets in Defence of the 
Existence oV Witches/’ 

Six years afterwards, anno irtfl, the aflair of Jane Wenman was 
again discussed by Dr. Hutchinson^ in bis Histvrkul Mmy concermn^ 
WMcraJl, Chapter X, page 

Another reputed Witch, named Ruth Osborn ^ was sacrificed by a 
fraiuir Mob, at Tring, in this County, in the year 1751. The most 
active of the Persons concerned was afterwards tried and executed ; 
on which occasion was printed, in 4to. 

‘ “ The Tryal of TJionm CoUeyy before Sir William Lee, at Hertford, 
1751, for the Murder of Ruth Osborn, under supposition of her 
lieing a Witch.” 

Sunoei/ of Aspendon Church f with four Plates; one of which repre- 
sents the Head of Sir Ralph Jocelyn, some time Lord Mayor of London, 
copied from the stained Glass lonning one of the Windows here; 
but now in the Possession of S. E. Biydgcs, Escj. Denton Coint, 
Kent, 4to. Loud. Chauney has omitted this Church. 

Some Account of Hexton may be fouiul in Hearne’s * Robert <«f 
Glocestcr/ 

% 

In the Philosophical Traksaciioks, Ko. S33, p. is an Ac- 
count, by the cclebmt^d Chcseldcn, of some very large ljun)an 
Bones, supposed lo have been those of a Man Eight iVet higii, 
found near au Urn, inscribed wiibiii the walls of ancient 

Vcrulam. in No. 329, p. 557, are Particulars of a ITail-Storrn at 
Hitchin, by Mr. Tailor. In No. 4o9, p, 119, are Olisprptjons, by 
Mr. Cope, on an ancient DatJ over a D<K)(vway Hall, 

pulled down in 1754, and gii^en to the Royal Society, In the next Page 
are Mr. Ward’s liemarks upbn it fi| ISo* 4J6^ is au Acconnt, aild 
Print, of some Antiquities found in u Chalk Pit near Rooky Wood, 
in Barkway Parish, in 1743. In Vol. XLIX. An. ute Dr. Par- 
sons’s Remarks on p. singular petrifled JB^chinus, fpund at Boringdon; 
and in p. OiH# arc Particulars of a rcfthirkahie Agijatlcm of Waters 
kt several Places in* this* County, on NovemWr 1, 1755^ In Vol. 






